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Hello, Readers,
This week’s newspaper 
is thinking regionally. 
Notice all the stories 

throughout the 
newspaper with a 

regional impact. Staples 
is unusual in the number 

of  regional entities 
headquarterd in such 
a small town that is 
not a county seat. On 

these pages, you will see 
stories from Region Five 

and Sourcewell, two 
important government 
organizations with a 
regional scope. Five 

Wings Arts Council and 
Central Lakes College 

are also regional entities 
in Staples. The Staples-
Motley School District 
and Lakewood Health 

System also extend well 
beyond the local towns so 
that they have a regional 
scope. While the goal of  

this newspaper is to cover 
local news, in this case 
thinking locally is also 

thinking regionally.

The Staples-Motley School Board 
received 21 applications for the open posi-
tion of  superintendent. Five finalists were 
selected for interviews, which were held 
on Jan. 25 and Jan. 26.

Based on the interviews, Shane Tappe, 
currently Superintendent at Dawson-
Boyd, was selected as the top choice and 
will be offered the position pending refer-
ence checks and a site visit to his present 
district. A special meeting is being called 
for Feb. 4, when the site visit committee 
will report back to the rest of  the board. 

The finalists included current Sta-
ples-Motley High School principal Mike 
Schmidt, and four people from outside the 
district: Jon Ellerbusch of  North Branch, 
Kurt Stumpf  of  Sartell, Erich Heise of  
American School of  Recife, Brazil, and 
Tappe.

Some of  the  and qualifications of  the 
five finalists are included here:

Jon Ellerbusch
• Currently Director of  Finance and 

Human Resources, North Branch Schools 
for seven years

• Former Superintendent of  Royalton
• Former MS and HS Principal
• Former Teacher
• Building bond experience; construc-

tion experience
• Experience with budgeting and fiancé

Kurt Stumpf
• Sartell Principal for three years	
• Sartell Assistant Principal
• Former Dean of  Students
• Former Teacher
• Negotiating Team Member
• Familiar with ALICE, ENVOY, 

Erich Heise
• Superintendent at American School of  

Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil, for four years
• Former Principal at that school 	

	
• Former Principal and Asst. Principal 

at Brainerd	
• Former Teacher
• Led the development of  a comprehen-

sive strategic plan
• Restructured business office functions 

for efficiency and built up an operational 
reserve fund

• Personnel management and maintains 
a presence in community		

Mike Schmidt
• Current Staples-Motley HS Principal, 

2014-present
• Staples-Motley/Connections High 

School Principal and Activities Director, 
2013 - 2014

• SMHS Activities Director and Dean of  
Students 2011-2013

• BUILD 2170 committee member
• Leadership at the district, community 

regional and state level
• ALICE; Principals Academy

Shane Tappe
• Superintendent at Dawson-Boyd, for 

three years
• EC-12 Principal at Ashby 
• K-12 Principal at Grygla
• Former teacher 
•  Former Curriculum Director and Dis-

trict Assessment coordinator
• Experience with Title I funds; applica-

tion and allocation		

Tappe the top choice for school superintendent

Thirty-five club members attended 
the Jan. 19 ATV riders meeting at Brick’s 
Travel Center in Motley and approved 
the name “Lake Country ATV Riders” for 
the group.

A board and officers were elected, 
pictured from left, Cathy Holker (trea-
surer), Allen Bodine, Bob Bodine vice-
president), Bill Foss, Jen DeBoer (sec-
retary), Paul DeBoer (president) and 
Mark Hartung.

The mission statement developed 
is: “Lake Country ATV Riders is a family-
oriented club. Our goals are to encour-

age safe and respectful riding while pro-
viding fun activities for all ages and by 
bringing opportunities for growth to our 
local businesses.”

The next meeting for the group 
is Saturday, Feb. 16, 11 a.m., at the 
Staples Community Center. Regular 
meetings will be held every month from 
May-October at 9 a.m. at the commu-
nity center. More information can be 
found on the group’s facebook page by 
searching for Lake Country ATV Riders. 
(Submitted photos)

Lake Country ATV Riders unite

Matt Varilek, president 
of  the Initiative Founda-
tion, announced that Julie 
Nelson of  Mayer, Porter 
& Nelson certified public 
accountants, Staples, has 
been appointed to the Foun-
dation’s Board of  Trustees.

“We’re lucky to have 
leaders like Julie in our 
region, and I’m thrilled to 
welcome her to the Initia-
tive Foundation’s distin-
guished Board of  Trustees,” 
Varilek said. “Her exper-
tise as a CPA, and her 
experience as a long-time 
advisory board member for 
one of  our Partner Funds, 
the Staples Motley Area 
Community Foundation, 
make her an exceptionally 
valuable addition to our 
board.” 

Julie Nelson grew up 
in Brandon, near Alexan-
dria, Minn., and has been 
a champion for rural Min-
nesota since moving to the 
area from Cottage Grove 
with her husband Kevin 
and three children in 
1999. She quickly became 
involved with the Staples 
M o t l e y  A re a  C o m m u -
nity Foundation, a Part-
ner Fund of  the Initiative 
Foundation.

“My dad always told me 
to get involved and have 
a hand in getting things 
done rather than watch 
from the sidelines,” Nelson 
said. “I am honored to have 
been considered for the Ini-
tiative Foundation board.”

In Central Minnesota for 
more than three decades, 

the Initiative Foundation 
provides business financ-
ing and technical assis-
tance, awards nonprofit 
g rants,  hosts  Par tner 
Funds and leads a variety 
of  leadership programs 
that enable citizens to 
build stronger communi-
ties. Learn more at ifound.
org.

Nelson believes one 
pressing regional issue she 
can help tackle is the short-
age of  workers, especially 
in rural Minnesota.

“I hope to be a voice for 
rural Minnesota,” she said. 

“There is a great quality 
of  life here, and anything 
I can do to connect people 
and other resources to 
Central Minnesota will be 
a win.”

Nelson said she enjoys 
the open spaces in rural 
Minnesota. In her free time, 
she likes to read, paddle 
board, and bike and hike 
through Minnesota’s state 
and county parks.

Nelson joins 
Initiative 
Foundation 
Board

Julie Nelson

Re g i o n a l  p a r t n e r s 
Region Five Development 
Commission (R5DC) and 
Sourcewell are teaming up 
to expand the Welcoming 
Communities program to 
their shared five-county 
region in Central MN.  
This program is focused 
on workforce attraction 
and expanding cultural 
agility for individuals, 
organizations, and commu-
nities. Initially supported 
by The Blandin Founda-
tion and Northwest Area 
Foundation, the program 
has received support from 
Sourcewell for continued 
growth. 

Under the newly exe-
cuted agreement, R5DC 
will deliver Intercultural 
Development Inventory 
(IDI) assessments to fifteen 
entities which may include 
public (municipalities and 
school) boards, nonprofits, 
philanthropic, or private-
sector organizations. The 
IDI Assessments assist 
our understanding of  and 
ability to experience cul-
tural difference, and how 
to set and achieve goals 
that further develop indi-
vidual and group skills 
that impact community 
service. It’s a self-reflective 
tool that allows individuals 
and groups an opportunity 
to be intentional about wel-

coming people.
R5DC will additionally 

pilot implementation with 
one community through 
a citizen-led community 
project that exemplifies 
goals that bridge cultures. 
This citizen-led Welcom-
ing Community Advocacy 
Group will be made up of  
students, educators, resi-
dents, business owners, 
elected officials, nonprofit 
and community founda-
tion leaders who have 
taken the IDI assessment. 

There is a financial and 
social cost benefit to com-
munities who are welcom-
ing to residents.

Rural  communit ies 
who are welcoming to ALL 
people -- despite their age, 
gender, disabilities, race, 
religion, national origin, or 
family status -- will  be the 
communities who win the 
race for talent. A belonging 
environment through wel-
coming communities adds 
value to resident quality of  
life and attracts the quali-
fied workforce that is in 
high demand. The work-
force attraction magne-
tizes new businesses and 
increases entrepreneurial 
activity that creates and 
retains people and jobs. 

The Welcoming Commu-
nities program aligns well 
with Sourcewell’s commit-

ment of  partnering with 
education, government, 
and nonprofits to boost 
student and community 
success. It is with grati-
tude that R5DC makes this 
announcement, allowing 
the expansion and scope 
of  this initiative to reach 
a wider audience and with 
greater regional impacts.

“ S o u r c e w e l l  f u l l y 
embraces the importance 
of  relationships right here 
at home,” said Source-
well Manager of  City and 
County Solutions Anna 
Gruber. “We are proud to 
support this important 
work in our region and 
excited to see the results of  
this initial pilot program. 
Ultimately, we believe it 
will lead to widespread 
community success for 
eve r yo n e  t h r o u g h o u t 
Region 5.”

Communities interested 
in learning more about 
participating as a pilot for 
this program, please con-
tact Dawn Espe at despe@
regionfive.org or 218-894-
3233.

Region Five and Source-
well both have headquar-
ters in Staples and serve 
the same five counties in 
ther regional scope: Cass, 
Crow Wing, Mor rison, 
Todd and Wadena.

Region Five, Sourcewell 
expanding Welcoming 
Communities initiative

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

T h e  S t ap l e s - M o t l e y 
School Board unanimously 
agreed to pursue a referen-
dum on their two building 

option, with a public ref-
erendum to be held in May. 
The board voted 5-0 to move 
forward with the two build-
ing renovation at their Jan. 
22 meeting. The plan calls 
for new gyms to be built 
at the Staples-Motley High 
School and Elementary 
sites, some new classrooms 
at both sites, refurbishing 
existing spaces and demol-
ishing the oldest portions 
of  the high school.

Related to the school 
building project, the board 
did not address a ques-
tion from a constituent 
who pointed out they were 
not following a state stat-
ute about the closing of  a 
school building.

Former school board 
member Dave Hoemberg 
read the Minnesota law 
about schoolhouse clos-
ings,  Statute  123B.51 , 
which states: “The board 
may close a schoolhouse 
only after a public hear-
ing on the question of  the 
necessity and practicabil-
ity of  the proposed clos-
ing.” Hoemberg said he 
didn’t consider the school 

board meetings where it 
was discussed to be public 
hearings,  because the 
statute also specifies the 
hearing must have a pub-
lished notice beforehand 
and members of  the public 
must have an opportunity 
to give testimony about the 
proposal.

At a previous meeting, 
the board voted to close 
the Motley school building 
for the 2019-20 school year, 
with a plan to put the build-
ing up for sale. Hoemberg 
called this “an unlawful 
closing without due pro-
cess.”

Hoemberg had other 
questions about the pro-
cess of  closing the building, 
and cited the 14th Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

T h e  b o a rd  d i d  n o t 
respond to Hoemberg’s 
statements. Board Chair 
Bruce Lund told Hoemberg 

“We will take those ques-
tions that you have and a 
couple of  us will meet with 
you,” indicating that they 

School Board approves 
two building approach, 
silent on public hearing

See SCHOOL on page 12a
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When 
someone 
we love 
becomes 
a memory; 
that memory 
becomes 
a treasure.

4th grade Research
Winners in 4th grade Research, left to right: Evan 

Schultz and Thomas Johnson, Hurricanes and Torna-
dos. (Staples World photos by Dawn Timbs)

4th grade Experiment
Winners in 4th grade Experiment, left to right: 

Bella Hines, Growing Gummy Bears; Lily Davis, From 
Egg to Butterfly; Justin Olson, Do Birds Have a Color 
Preference?

5th grade Research
Winners in 5th grade Research, left to right: Ma-

son Albertson, Plastic in the Ocean; Elliot Allen and 
Reid Judd, Fighting for Air; Annabella Cory, Wound 
Care.  (Staples World photos by Dawn Timbs)

5th grade Experiment
Winners in 5th grade Experiment, left to right: Lily 

Cline, Growing Gummy Bears; Britta Sweeney, Tiny 
Dance Off; Nathaniel Seamann, Trial by Pulley. 

6th grade Research 
Winners in 6th grade Research, left to right: Ste-

ven Petrich, Lyme Disease; Ben Tyrrell, Trees in our 
Environment. Missing from photo is Peyton Mithun, Sea 
Turtles.

6th grade Experiment
Winners in 6th grade Experiment, left to right: So-

phie Albie, The Salt Experiment; Lily Richey, Its Crystal 
Time; Sawyer Ferdon, He Shoots, He Scores.

The 2019 Motley-Staples Middle 
School Science Fair was held Jan. 23 
in the small gym, with 178 students 
participating. 

This year’s judges (approximately 
30) included parents, community 
members and other volunteers from 
Camp Shamineau and the Minnesota 

Pollution Control Agency.
Those placing in the top three 

in two categories - Experiment and 
Research  - move on to the Sourcewell 
District Science Fair. Medals were 
presented to the top placers Jan. 24 in 
the MSMS Media Center. The project 
was coordinated by MSMS teachers 

Lisa Przybilla, 5th grade; and Kasey 
Odden, 6th grade.

The district science fair will be 
held Thursday, March 7, at Source-
well in Staples, with an open house 
from 3 - 5:30 p.m. and awards cere-
mony at 6 p.m. 

2019 Science Fair winners announced
District Fair is March 7, at Sourcewell in Staples

A barn owned by Travis and Jacqueline DiGiovanni of rural 
Motley was destroyed by fire Jan. 22. The Motley Fire Depart-
ment received a call about the fire at about 5:50 p.m. Fire Chief 
Brad Olson said by the time they arrived at the scene, about eight 
miles north of Motley in Becker Township, the barn was fully en-
gulfed. The Pillager Fire Department was called for mutual aid 
and between the two departments there were approximately 25 
firefighters on scene. They were able to contain the fire to the barn, 
Chief Olson said. Information at the Pillager Area Fire and Rescue 
Facebook page noted that, “We were able to get the cattle out, 
but the barn was a total loss.” Firefighters worked for nearly four 
hours in single-digit temperatures and in addition to the cold, had 
to contend with ice. The Minnesota Department of Transportation 
assisted in salting and sanding the road and driveway for the fire-
fighters. The cause of the fire is unknown and is being investigated 
by the Minnesota State Fire Marshal’s Office. It is not suspicious 
in nature. (Photo credit, Facebook/Pillager Area Fire and Rescue)

Motley family’s barn destroyed by fire, cows saved

Recent reports from 
the Motley Police Depart-
ment (MPD) and Morrison 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(MCSO) included the fol-
lowing:

Jan. 22 -  The MCSO 
arrested Paul Brian Sadlo, 
32, for domestic assault and 
he was taken into custody. 
The incident occurred at 
the 900 block of  Hwy 10 in 
Motley.   Other responders 
included the MPD, Staples 
Police and MN State Patrol.

Jan. 21 -  The MCSO 
responded to a report of  a 
possible juvenile party at 
the 7000 block of  Cotton-
wood Rd. in Cushing. Upon 
his arrival, the deputy 
made contact with a male 
outside who was carrying 
snow inside in a pan. The 
deputy followed the male 
into the residence and 
spoke with him. The deputy 
noted indicators of  alcohol 
use and everyone under 21 
years of  age consented to 
a PBT (Preliminary Breath 
Test). Approximately 11 
citation will be issued, the 
report said. Parents were 
contacted regarding those 
under 18.

Jan.  22  -  T he MPD 
received a call from Unity 
Bank in Motley regard-
ing a counterfeit $100 bill 
they received in a business 
deposit. They filled out the 
paperwork to send to the 

Secret Service. The bank 
stated it is unknown who 
may have passed the note.

Jan.  22  -  T he MPD 
received a call from Orton’s 
in Motley that the store’s 
district manager saw a 
person that had stolen and 
eaten a breakfast sandwich 
in the store and did not pay 
for it. The store’s video 
showed the person taking 
the sandwich as well as 
the vehicle they were driv-
ing. The MPD made con-
tact with the registered 
owner who stated his son 
and daughter-in-law were 
driving that vehicle but 
he would call Orton’s and 
take care of  the expense. 
The manager at Orton’s 
reported later that the inci-
dent had been taken care of.

Jan.  19  -  T he MPD 
arrested Erik Michael 
Affolter, 35, for failing to 
register as a predatory 
of fender.  The address 
involved was at the 90th 
block of  5th Ave. W. in 
Motley.

Jan. 20 -  The MCSO 
issued citations to Mcrae 
Voll, 21, for speeding and 
for possession of  mari-
juana paraphernalia in the 
vehicle.

Jan. 17 -  The MCSO 
received a report of  a sus-
picious vehicle parked at 
a cabin near the 1000 block 
of  320th St. in Cushing.

Law enforcement 
reports, Motley area

Proud parent
The public was invited to look at all of the science 

fair entrees at the middle school Jan. 23, after the judg-
ing had taken place. Above, Kathy Petrich of Staples 
stops to look at the display her son, Steven Petrich, had 
put together. His research project on Lymes Disease 
is one of the winning entrees that will advance to the 
district science fair March 7. (Staples World photo by 
Dawn Timbs)

The Morrison County Sheriff’s 
Office reports that on Jan. 27, at 
approximately 6 p.m., their office 
received a report of  a vehicle that 
was hit by a train near Greyhound 
Rd. and 165th St., just north of  Little 

Falls in Green Prairie Township.
Kent Regelin, 62, of  Little Falls 

was traveling on the railroad tracks 
north of  165th St., alongside Grey-
hound Rd., when his vehicle got 
stuck. Regelin was able to exit his 

vehicle on his own prior to it being 
hit by a southbound train. He was 
not injured. Regelin was arrested on 
suspicion of  DWI, charges are pend-
ing with the Morrison County Attor-
ney’s Office.

Vehicle hit by train near Little Falls; driver arrested

PUBLIC 
NOTICES:
Your Right 

to Know
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Free Medicare Assistance
Call to speak with a Licensed Insurance Agent
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phone  320-978-6011  web  duininck.com 

Duininck is an EEO/AA/M/F/Vet/Disability Employer 
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opportunit ies to jo in our team

Help Us Build Strong Communities
As a family owned company, Duininck, Inc. understands that people come 
fi rst. We hire the best in the fi eld and we are committed to providing our 
employees with opportunities to grow in their jobs. We take pride in our 
many long term employees who have chosen Duininck, Inc Minnesota for 
their careers.

CURRENT OPENINGS AT DUININCK, INC.

Paving the way to your 
new career...

SPICER, MN
• Business Administration
• Utility Laborer / Operator 
• Dozer / Loader Operator
• Asphalt / Paving Dumpman
• Asphalt / Paving Crew Lead
• Asphalt / Paving Utility
• Crusher Operator
• Field Technician
• Semi / Tridem / Lowboy / 
 Side & Belly Dump Driver
• Bridge Crew Lead
• Bridge Carpenter
• Bridge Laborer
WORTHINGTON, MN
• Estimator / Contract Manager 
 - Commercial / Private
• Utility Laborer / Operator
• Excavator Operator
• Underground Crew Lead 

• Dozer / Loader Operator
• Topman - Worthington, MN
• Semi / Tridem / Lowboy / 
 Side & Belly Dump Driver
• Grading Equipment Operators
BUFFALO, MN
• Golf Project Superintendent
• Assistant Golf Project Superintendent
WILLMAR, MN
• Field Technician
EAGLE LAKE, MN
• Grading Equipment Operators
• Grading Laborers
WATERTOWN, SD
• Utility Laborer / Operator
• Excavator Operator - Underground
• Dozer / Loader Operator
• Semi / Tridem / Lowboy / 
 Side & Belly Dump Driver
• Grading Equipment Operators

Theme days,  sports, 
competitions and a Glow 
Dance are just a few of  the 
activities on the agenda for 
the 2019 Sno Daze festivi-
ties at Staples-Motley High 
School. Highlights of  each 
day includes:

o Monday, Feb. 4 - Dress-
up theme: America. Vol-
leyball tournament over 
lunch/homeroom;  7th 
and 8th grade boys and 
girls basketball ball home 
games.

o Tuesday, Feb. 5 - Dress-
up theme: Twitter Poll. Vol-
leyball tournament over 
lunch/homeroom; girls 
basketball home game; 
wrestling away game.

o Wednesday, Feb. 6 
- Dress-up theme: Class 
challenge. Volleyball tour-
nament over lunch/home-

room. 
o Thursday, Feb.  7  - 

Dress-up theme: Game 
Day. Volleyball tour na-
ment over lunch/home-
ro o m ;  d o u bl e  h e a d e r 
boys and girls basketball;  
All Staf f  Appreciation 
Night.

o Friday, Feb. 8 - Dress-
up theme: White out/Neon. 
Lip sync contest at 11 a.m., 
followed by the Sno Daze 
Coronation (candidates 
were announced on Jan. 
29). Early out on Friday. 
Boys basketball game at 
home; Glow Dance after 
the game until 11 p.m.

Admission to all sport-
ing events is free for stu-
dents during Sno Daze 
week. 

Staples-Motley 
Sno Daze week 
is February 4 - 8

Sno Daze king and queen candidates from the 
Staples-Motley High School senior class, as well as 
representatives from each of the other classes, were 
announced at a school assembly Jan. 29. The king and 
queen will be crowned Friday, Feb. 8, following the lip 
sync contest at 11 a.m. Pictured above from left are, 
front row: Riley Peterson, 11th grade; Mackenzie Wilds, 
9th grade; Jorie Ihme, 12th grade; Ava Schneider, 

10th grade. Middle: Wyatt Kobliska, 8th grade; Dayton 
Anderson, 9th grade; Sophie Roberts, 12th grade; Liz 
Stimac, 12th grade; Kiara Storry, 12th grade. Back: 
Alex McIlravy, 10th grade; Owen Bjerga, 11th grade; 
Finn Erholtz, 12th grade; Andrew Bates, 12th grade; 
Jack Benson, 12th grade; Shane Guggenberger, 12th 
grade. Missing from photo: Aften Robinson, 8th grade. 
(Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Cardinal Sno Daze royalty announced

75 Years Ago - 1944 
o  Feb. 3, 1944 - Not to be 

forgotten in this great cam-
paign for funds for the gov-
ernment through the sale 
of  war bonds is the Staples 
schools, both the public 
and parochial school.

The junior high school 
leads all other groups in 
the pubic school with a 
total sale of  $1,847.20 in 
bonds and stamps since 
January first. In second 
place in the senior high 
school department where 
a total of  $1,688.45 in bonds 
and stamps has been sold. 
The grade department, 
although the lowest, should 
be given plenty of  credit 
for the fine work they have 
done in making purchases 
through the school. They 
had purchased $1,011.50 
since January first. 

Sacred Heart Parochial 
school has done a fine job 
with its sale in the fourth 
war bond drive, and Sister 
Lambertine,  principal 
of  the school, stated that 
the school had purchased 
approximately $475 in 
bonds and stamps since 
the drive opened. This is 
a splendid effort on the 
part of  these children of  
the school, and shows for 
all the children of  Staples, 

that they really know the 
value of  the freedoms they 
are studying about in their 
daily lessons.

o Feb. 3, 1944 - The Motley 
Study Club met Jan. 8, at 
the home of  Mrs. Mabel 
Morey, with Mrs. Jessie 
Reynolds as hostess. After 
a brief  business meeting, a 
book review on the recent 
book “The Robe,” was 
completed by Mrs. Edward 
Morey. The next meeting of  
the study Club will be held 
at the home of  Mrs. A.F. 
Sampson, on Feb. 5.

50 Years Ago - 1969
o Jan. 30, 1969 - Vern 

Seipkes, Neil Krough and 
Lambert Klose of  Staples 
were in attendance at the 
Lions Mid-winter Confer-
ence Saturday and Sunday 
at Hibbing. Mr. Seipkes, 
District Governor of  5M2, 
presided over the affair. 
Their wives accompanied 
them on the trip.

o Jan. 30, 1969 - Two 
Staples young men, both 
seniors at Staples High 
School, have received noti-
fication from their U.S. 
Senators as to a possible 
nomination to the United 
States Military Academy at 
West Point. Possible nomi-
nees are Tim Wilhelm-
son, son of  Mr. and Mrs. 
Norman Wilhelmson, and 
Robert Dahl, son of  Mr. and 
Mrs. Russell J. Dahl.

Robert Dahl received a 
telegram notification from 
Senator Eugene J. McCar-

thy; and Tim Wilhelmson 
received notification of  his 
nomination in a letter from 
Senator Walter F. Mondale.

o Jan. 30, 1969 - Glenn 
Speed, owner of  LaBonte 
Je we l r y  i n  t h i s  c i t y, 
announced that effective 
Feb. 1, the place of  busi-
ness will be known as Time 
Jewelry. Remodeling of  the 
store will get underway in 
the near future and a grand 
opening will be scheduled.

o Jan. 30, 1969 - Mrs. Don 
Sanda of  this city has been 
appointed by Frank Kent, 
Commissioner of  Human 
Rights for the state of  
Minnesota, to a two-year 
term with the Minnesota 
Department of  Human 
Rights, Women’s Division. 
She will participate on the 
sub-committee on political 
and civil rights of  women 
which meets monthly in 
Minneapolis.

25 Years Ago - 1994
o Feb. 3, 1994 - The Sta-

ples High School Snow 
Days king and queen were 
named Monday night in 
a coronation ceremony. 
Karen  Johnson, daughter 
of  Ken and Hope John-
son, and Paul Gorton, son 
of  John and Sally Gorton, 
were selected from a court 
of  six king and six queen 
candidates.

o Feb. 3, 1994 - Hardee’s 
of  staples is proud to name 
Trevor Peterson as this 
week’s Cardinal Athlete of  
the Week. Trevor, a senior 

at  Staples  Area High 
School, is a member of  the 
Cardinal boys basketball 
team. For the past several 
weeks, he has been among 
the top scorers in the Mid-
State Conference. In Satur-
day’s game versus Melrose, 
Trevor scored 28 pints, as 
well as helping out his 
team with six assists and 
six steals. Trevor is the son 
of  Lynn and Nancy Peter-
son of  Staples.

10 Years Ago - 2009
o Jan. 29, 2009 - The top 

two spellers at the Staples 
Motley District #2170 spell-
ing bee held Jan. 21, were 
first place winner Travis 
Johnson, 8th grader at 
Motley Staples Middle 
School; and Joe Hess, 6th 
grader at Sacred Heart 
Area School, who took 
second.

o Jan. 29, 2009 - Ben 
Lindbom of  Staples is cur-
rently in second and fourth 
place standings for the 
ISOC (International Series 
of  Champions, Inc.) snow-
mobile racing tour. He will 
race at the Brainerd Inter-
national Raceway, as part 
of  the racing tour, Feb. 6 - 8.

o Jan. 29, 2009 - Ken 
Peterson of  Staples will 
host a book signing recep-
tion at Staples Alliance 
Church Jan. 31, for his new 
newly published book, “a 
walk with God...one man’s 
journey of  faith.”

Looking back

- o - 
Compiled by

Dawn Timbs
- o - 

The snowstorm on Dec. 27 coated the stately 
pines of the former Christmas tree farm located at 
the corner of Hwy. 210 and Cty. Rd. 11 southwest of 

Staples. The morning sun shone bright, highlighting 
the new white coating of snow. (Staples World photo 
by Janice Winter)

Stately pines

The nationally recog-
nized Concordia Band 
from Concordia College, 
Moorhead, will perform at 
Centennial Auditorium in 
Staples on Wednesday, Feb. 
6,  at 7 p.m. 

Sponsored by the Sta-
ples-Motley High School 
I n s t r u m e n t a l  M u s i c 
Department, the concert 
is open to the public. A 
freewill offering will be 
accepted.

The concert in Staples 
is part of  the Concordia 
Band’s annual domestic 
tour, Feb. 3 - 10. Each winter, 
the band tours regionally 
in the United States and 
internationally every four 
years. The 2019 tour also 
includes performances in 
Albany, St. Anthony and 

St. Paul. As an additional 
part of  this year’s tour, the 
Concordia Band, under 
the direction of  Dr. Peter 
J. Haberman, will be the 
featured collegiate band 
at the Westman Honour 
Band Festival held at Bran-
don University in Brandon, 
Manitoba. They will also 
be performing at the Min-
nesota Music Educators 
Association Mid-Winter 
Clinic in Minneapolis as 
well as the North Dakota 
Music Educators Asso-
ciation Conference in Bis-
marck.

Fo r  m o r e  i n f o r m a -
tion about the concert in 
Staples, contact Staples-
Motley High School band 
director Jon Crust at jon.
crust@isd2170.k12.mn.us.

Concordia Band 
Tour includes 
concert in Staples

From the New York 
Mills Dispatch:

The New York Mills 
Economic Development 
Authority has agreed to 
oversee managment duties 
for the town’s childcare 
project, if  and when the 
endeavor grows to frui-
tion. The project would 
give rise to a multi-sec-
tion child care operation, 
housed in the former Otter 
Tail-Wadena Community 
Action Council building.

•••
From the Todd County 

Independent News Herald:
T h e  c o u n t y  b o a r d , 

after much heated debate 
amongst themselves and 
presentations by members 
of  the hockey associa-
tion, parents, supporters 
and those who had some 
opposition to taxpayers 
footing the bill for a sport, 
approved the Long Prai-
rie Hockey Association to 
continue using the Expo 
building. The vote was 3-2 
with commissioners David 
Kircher, Rod Erickson and 
Gary Kneisl voting for 
and Commissioners Barb 
Becker and Randy Neu-
mann voting against.

Area News Brief
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Political bias 
doesn’t help
I’m kind of  put off  on 

Mr. Gail’s comments, I 
don’t think a paper should 
make a stand on their polit-
ical views no matter what 
side the fence they are on. 
It seems most media out-
lets are on the far left of  
things. it sickens me on 
how one sided everything 
has gotten in the news. 
There are plenty of  people 
that would disagree with 
Mr. Gail.

This is a small town 

newspaper,  it wouldn’t 
take much for it to go under. 
Have you ever seen con-
servatives marching and 
throwing fits just because 
their chosen candidate 
isn’t in office, deciding 
every day what they should 
be mad about? It didn’t 
happen. I’m not saying 
everything is perfect but 
let’s see where this all goes.

E ve r yo n e  w a n t s  t o 
complain about Trump, 
but groping Joe Biden 
is better? We need to get 
these candidates working 
for the people and not their 
parties, it’s time for term 
limits so we can end the 

zoo that’s going on in D.C. 
there are definitely people 
on both sides that need 
to pack their bags and go 
away.

I feel that Trump is 
the President  and he 
needs everyone’s  sup-
port, whether they like 
him or not and maybe the 
next election comes along, 
someone else might be 
President. I feel all of  this 
cry baby attitude and fight-
ing is making the US look 
like fools to the rest of  the 
world.

Jim Davis
Staples Township

Letter to the Editor

After several years of  
school building studies, a 
decision has been made 
and the Staples-Motley 
School District now starts 
on the next chapter, plan-
ning the changes and let-
ting the public vote on it.

For people following the 
p r o c e s s , 
many new 
t h i n g s 
w e r e 
l e a r n e d , 
and some 
o f  t h e 
b e l i e f s 
p e o p l e 
h a d 
about the 
s c h o o l s 
a n d  t h e 
c o m m u -
nity  were 
p r o v e d 
wrong.

I t 
s t a r t e d 
out with 
s c h o o l 
board members concerned 
that new buildings in 
neighboring districts were 
drawing students because 
they were “new and shiny.” 
But in a population study, 
the researchers said the 
district doesn’t lose many 
students to open enroll-
ment because of  the build-
ings or the education, it’s 
just because the students 
leaving live closer to the 

neighboring school, or 
have a choice because 
they live in the middle. 
The researchers said it 
wasn’t any worse than they 
expected, looking at how 
large the school district is.

That was supported by 
the most recent survey by 
Nexus Solutions, where 
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  ove r-
whelmingly answered that 
they would not build a new 
school just to keep up with 
the neighbors.

The board had other 
concer ns about losing 
student population, but 
studies showed that this 
is almost entirely because 
of  a lower birth rate, not 
because the town is dying 
(it’s not), or negative atti-
tudes in the community. 
Negative attitudes can 
hurt, but most people see 
past it. The study showed 
the birth rate is starting to 
stabilize, so they figured 
the school population will 
become stable in the future.

That is backed up by Ben 
Winchester’s Rewriting the 
Rural Narrative presenta-
tions (several have been 
held in this area), where 
he said the only way to 
increase the school popu-
lation in most towns is to 
hold fertility rituals every 
year. The birth rate is down 
all over the country. We 
still have the same number 

of  families attending the 
schools, but instead of  four 
or five siblings, they have 
one or two.

The real  reason of  
whether or not to vote for 
the project will be if  this is 
the right time to fix up the 
school buildings. 

The school principals 
and teachers have made it 
clear that the buildings are 
getting in the way of  some 
educational opportunities. 
They either don’t have the 
space or the space they do 
have doesn’t fit what they 
want to do. 

At some point, doing 
nothing will become more 
expensive than building a 
new school, especially if  
emergency repairs become 
needed to fix up an old 
building that will have 
a short life anyway, and 
building new will become 
the only option on top of  
the emergency costs.

After all  the public 
input, studies, meetings 
and some very hard deci-
sions, the school board 
has likely come up with 
the solution that fits the 
district the best. It will be 
up to the voters to decide 
if  this is the right time, if  
this is the right project, 
and if  they feel the district 
can afford it.

Lessons learned from 
school studies

- o -   
Small town  

diet 

By Mark 
Anderson

Editor
- o -   

My drive from Alexan-
dria to Staples, on most 
days, is supplemented with 
a great deal of  diversity 
and Minnesota features.

The drive takes me a 
short distance on Cty. Rd. 
29, Highway 14 to Miltona 
and Browerville, and a 
final Cty. Rd. 21 jaunt into 
Staples. 

Not only do I enjoy the 
immense growth of  pines 
a n d 
h u n t -
ing land 
l i k e l y 
f i l l e d 
w i t h 
30-point 
b u c k s , 
b u t 
t h e r e 
will be 
h a r -
v e s t e d 
c o r n 
f i e l d s 
f i l l e d 
w i t h 
hungry 
t u r -
keys. Along the road and 
adjacent fields, the glow 
and beauty of  a ringneck 
pheasant will be expressed 
by early morning sunshine. 
On one drive, a huge bald 
eagle feasted over a car-
cass, eyes watching for 
drivers who might have a 
camera (as I did, and away 
the eagle flew).

On most drives thus far, 
Amish children can be seen 
walking a groomed ditch 
from school to home, car-
rying something relative to 
a lunch box (cooler). Along 
with those children head-
ing home, there’s custom-
arily a need to slow down 
for an oncoming Amish 
buggy and horse. Buggies 
are completely covered, or 
Amish drivers and passen-
gers are hidden behind a 
barrier. Brrrrrr – is there 
any heat in those units? 
Maybe a “Little Buddy”?

An al ter nate  route 
would be Highway 29 to 
210 into Staples, but when 

there’s an option supple-
mented with what has been 
listed above (on most days), 
my decision is easy. 

This is a beautiful area 
of  Minnesota, bringing 
back memories of  grand-
parents living in the small, 
Finish-populated commu-
nity of  Floodwood, near 
Duluth. Grandma Gail was 
a principal in the Flood-
wood school system and 
occasional drives through 
t h i s  n o r t h e r n  wo o d s 
country for a Thanksgiv-
ing holiday epitomized 
that familiar tune, “over 
the river and through the 
woods to grandmother’s 
house we go”. 

The older we get the 
more we cherish splendid 
thoughts of  long ago, when 
family gathered for special 
holidays – and life seemed 
so simple compared to our 
21st Century. 

•••
One month of  each year 

I would eliminate. This is 
February – “cabin-fever” 
time in the north.

How appropriate for 
January to end in a solid 
deep freeze. As I write this 
piece, the high temp fore-
casted Tuesday was a nasty 
minus 12 – and who knows 
what that low number will 
be!

It’s time to head south 
and join all those Minne-
sota snow birds comfort-
ably situated in Florida, 
Texas, Arizona or other 
areas a bit warmer.

Reality is I live in Min-
nesota for the change of  
seasons. A few months of  
winter, including snow, we 
associate with two favorite 
holidays – Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. I cherish 
this time with family and 
friends. Spring brings life 
to Minnesota, following 
the excitement of  March 
Madness. Summer months, 
near a lake,  provides 
numerous benefits and fall 
means Vikings football, 
60-75 degree days and com-

fortable evenings.
I have escaped, in most 

years, for a week or more, 
to a warmer destination. 
Areas included Key West, 
Fort Myers, Sanibel Island, 
Mexico and due to an 
enjoyment for golf, Bull-
head City and other areas 
of  Arizona and Nevada 
(Laughlin or Mesquite).

A get-a-way this year 
will not include time in an 
air terminal. Enough is 
enough, meaning no more 
early departures, wait-
ing in line, sitting in a 
confined area for three to 
four hours, and then, that 
dreaded flight home for a 
few more weeks, or months, 
of  cold. Air travel is not in 
my immediate future.

As that familiar saying 
goes for braving out adver-
sity, “suck it up”. There 
will be better days ahead. 
That is a guarantee, and 
before we know it, March 
Madness will create hype 
for basketball fanatics, and 
cabin fever will jump ship 
to spring fever. That’s what 
I’m talking about.

•••
Because of  my love for 

Minnesota, I share these 
few “little known Minne-
sota facts”:

Minnesota became the 
32nd state on May 11, 1858 
and was originally settled 
by a lost tribe of  Norwe-
gians seeking refuge from 
the searing heat of  Wiscon-
sin’s winters.

Minnesota gets  i t ’s 
name from the Sioux 
Indian word, “mah-nee-soo-
tah”, meaning “No, really…
They eat fish soaked in lye.”

The state song of  Min-
nesota is, “Someday the 
Vikings will…Aw, never 
mind.”

The Mall of  America 
in Bloomington covers 9.5 
million square feet and 
has enough space to hold 
185,000 teenagers yapping 
away on cell phones.

Pub notes

- o - 
By Rick Gail

Staples World 
Publisher

- o - 

Broadband expansion 
and exploration into the 
rural areas of  Todd and 
Wadena counties continues 
this year with a multi-year, 
multi-million dollar proj-
ect aimed at bringing high-
speed internet access to all 

residents in Region 5. The 
project is a cooperative 
effort involving regional 
telecommunications com-
panies Consolidated Tele-
phone Company (CTC) 
and West Central Tele-
phone Association (WCTA), 
with assistance from the 
Region Five Development 
Commission (R5DC) and 
Sourcewell.

Since 2015, Sourcewell 
has made a combined total 
of  $500,000.00 of  invest-
ments to complete feasi-
bility and engineering for 
regional broadband proj-
ects. In partnership with 
our local telecommunica-
tion companies; Consoli-
dated Telephone Company 
and West Central Tele-
phone Association, these 
substantial outlays have 
leveraged funding through 
the Department of  Employ-
ment and Economic Devel-
opment (DEED) Office of  
Broadband. R5DC’s Execu-
tive Director Cheryal Lee 
Hills states, “Our region 
is extremely fortunate to 
have a partner like Source-
well who offers unparal-
leled contract purchasing 
solutions, services to our 
schools; local units of  gov-
ernment and communities, 
then continues above and 
beyond to invest in critical 
issues that make a differ-
ence in our quality of  life.”

The benefits of  bringing 
broadband to unserved and 

under-served regions are 
many: economic develop-
ment, education, health-
care and telemedicine, 
workforce development, 
and more. “Broadband 
expansion in Region 5 is 
important for educational 
and economic growth, and 
we also believe there are 
great opportunities for 
much needed telehealth 
services. Sourcewell’s con-
tributions for broadband 
deployment is a smart 
investment that will bring 
prosperity to the region for 
years to come. West Central 
Telephone is excited to be 
a partner in this project,” 
said WCTA’s Chief  Execu-
tive Officer Chad Bullock.

Sourcewell’s Director 
of  Regional Programs Paul 
Drange says the organiza-
tion views its support of  
the project as a strategic 
reinvestment in the region. 

“Broadband access for 
Region 5 is vitally impor-
tant to our students and 
families. This access also 
drives economic devel-
opment that is essential 
for the prosperity of  our 
region. Through collec-
tive regional efforts, we’ve 
been able to leverage state 
dollars to improve inter-
net access in underserved 
areas in our region. We 
are excited to see what 
the future holds as inter-
net access expands across 
Region 5.”

Rural broadband continues
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Civil rights organiza-
tion
 5. Cause to lose courage
10. Outside entertaining 
area
14. Botswana currency
15. Comedic Actor Tim
16. Barbary sheep
17. German river
18. Take
19. Catches
20. Eating houses
22. Consumed
23. Lawyers try them
24. Hugh Jackman 
character
27. Basics
30. No (Scottish)
31. Duct
32. Athlete who plays 
for pay
35. Unit of distance
37. Female bird
38. Predatory reptile
39. Regions
40. Dishonorable man
41. Dry white Italian wine

42. A way to understand
43. Actors’ organization
44. Beach hut
45. Disappointment
46. Police officer
47. Digital audiotape
48. Western Thai people
49. Of a polymer
52. Secret political clique
55. Sound unit
56. Cavalry sword
60. Whale ship captain
61. Eastern Austria spa 
town
63. Holds food
64. Filippo  __, Saint
65. Holds bottles of milk
66. Intestinal pouches
67. Arab ruler
68. Chicago political 
family
69. “Transparent” actress 
Kathryn

CLUES DOWN
 1. Detailed drawing
 2. Class of comb jellies
 3. Musical symbol
 4. Hall of Fame ballplayer 
Rod
 5. Pouch
 6. Split
 7. Having wings
 8. Set aside
 9. Midway between north-
east and east
10. Daughter of Acrisius
11. Periods of time
12. Rapper Ice __

13. Any of several candies
21. Units of loudness
23. Central nervous system
25. Resinous secretion of 
insects
26. 007’s creator
27. Separate from
28. Exposes to view
29. Harsh squeaking sound
32. Fishing vessel (Naut.)
33. Western Ukrainian city
34. The sea
36. Unhappy
37. Old miserable woman
38. Corn comes on it
40. Guinea pig-like 
mammal
41. Self-immolation by fire 
rituals
43. Fifth note of a major 
scale
44. Automobile
46. Military title (abbr.)
47. Expunge
49. Chadic language 
Bura-__
50. Something you win
51. Grab
52. Town in Galilee
53. Polite interruption 
sound
54. Italian Seaport
57. La __ Tar Pits
58. “To __, his own”
59. Tom Clancy hero Jack
61. These three follow A
62. One of Napoleon’s 
generals
CW192310
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Swan Valley 
Lutheran Church,

Leader, MN
Free will offering.

SPAGHETTI
FEED

Sat., Feb. 2
  4:00 - 6:30 p.m.

All proceeds for building 
maintenance.

Mail donations to: 7548 State 64 
SW, Motley, Mn. (mark bldg.)

w
5c

Free tax help is being 
offered to low to moderate 
income taxpayers at the 
Staples Community Center 
on Wednesdays, from 1 - 4 
p.m., Feb. 6 - April 10. 

N o  a p p o i n t m e n t s 
needed.

Bring last year’s income 
tax return, photo ID, social 
security cards for all 

family members, social 
security statements, rail-
road retirement, W-2, 1099-
R, 1099-Interest, 1099-DIV, 
property tax statements, 
rent form  and donations 
to charity.

The Staples Community 
Center is located at 425 4th 
St. NE. For more informa-
tion, call 218-894-5772.

Free tax help offered

February 
o Snow Daze Feb. 4 - 8
o HigH ScHool BanD con-

cert Feb. 4, 7 p.m.
o Home SpeecH meet Feb. 9
o HigH ScHool orcHeStra 

concert Feb. 11
o all DiStrict orcHeStra 

concert, graDeS 6 - 12 Feb. 
25

o SuB-Section inStrumental 
large group conteSt Feb. 27

All Staples-Motley Upcom-
ing Events are subject to 
change. Go to www.isd2170.
k12.mn.us for up to the minute 
information.

Cardinal 
Calendar
SM school events

Staples Motley Area 
Chamber of  Commerce 
will hold its next June Fest 
meeting on Tues., Feb. 12, 
6 p.m., at Motley City Hall. 

June Fest 
meeting

Weekly events
OngOing EvEnts POstEd 

Last thursday Of thE MOnth:
 aa mtgS at lakewooD 

HealtH SyStem HoSpital main 
campuS, StapleS, claSSroom 
a:  Tuesdays,  8 p.m.; Thurs-
days, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 7 
p.m.. For info., 218-371-0573.  

aa mtgS at FirSt lutHeran 
cHurcH, pillager:  Tuesdays, 
8 p.m. For info., 218-839-
1804.  

aa mtgS at motley Free 
metHoDiSt cHurcH: Wednes-
days, noon; Fridays, noon.  
For more info., 218-296-1512.

aa mtg at motley uniteD 
metHoDiSt cHurcH:  Mon-
days, 8 p.m. For info., 218-
639-9743. 

aa mtgS in VernDale:  
Tuesdays, 9:30 p.m.; Fri-
days, 8 p.m., 106 S. Thomp-
son. For info., 218-640-1365 
and 218-640-6644.

cHriStianS in recoVery 
mtg  Thursdays, 7 p.m., Sta-
ples Alliance Church. For 
info., 720-308-8700.

Dual recoVery anonymouS 
meeting Fridays, 4 p.m., 
Northern Pines, 11 2nd St. 
SW, Wadena. For info., 218-
631-1714.

topS (taking oFF pounDS 
SenSiBly) cHapter #1077 oF 
StapleS  Tuesdays, Faith 
Lutheran Church, 430 12th 
St. NE, Staples. Weigh-in, 5  
p.m., meeting follows. For 
info., 218-639-0544.

we i g H t wat c H e r S mt g   
M o n d a y s ,  L a k e w o o d 
H e a l t h  S y s t e m  m a i n 
campus, Staples. Weigh-in, 
5 p.m.; Mtg., 5:30 p.m. For 
info., 218-639-4888.

Monthly events
‘aDult SurViVorS oF Sui-

ciDe loSS’ Support group mtg  
third Tuesday, 6:30 - 8 p.m., 
Wesley Conference Rm. at 
Tri-County Health Care, 
Wadena. For info., 218-631-
5228.

alzHeimer’S aSSoc. care-
giVer Support group mtg  
first and third Thursday, 3 
- 4 p.m., Reflections Inten-
sive Outpatient (IOP) rm., 
Lakewood Health System’s 
senior campus, Staples. 
For info, 218-894-8288 or 218-
894-8195.

Foot care clinicS  spon-
sored by Lakewood Health 
System, first Tuesday, 8 
a.m. - 4 p.m., LHS, Staples 
clinic; third Tuesday, 8 
a.m. - 4 p.m., Scandia Valley 
Town Hall. For appt. and 
price information, 218-894-
8080.

grieF Support group mtg    
first Tuesday, 4:30 - 5:30 
p.m., Wesley Conference 
Rm. at Tri-County Health 
Care, Wadena. For info., 
218-631-5228.

me m o ry lo S S Su p p o r t 
group For caregiVerS mtg  
second  Thursday, 2:30 p.m., 
Wesley Conference Rm. at 
Tri-County Health Care, 
Wadena.  For info., 218-631-
5288.

motley area HiStorical 
Society mtg  second Tues-
day, 1 p.m., Motley City 
Hall (except Jan. and Feb.). 
For more info., 218-352-6137 
or 218-352-6699.

‘parentS wHo HaVe loSt 
a cHilD’ Support group mtg  
second Monday, 5:30 p.m., 
Wesley Conference Rm. at 

Tri-County Health Care, 
Wadena. For info., 218-631-
5228.

p a r k i n S o n ’ S  D i S e a S e 
Support group mtg  first 
Monday, 1:30 p.m., Edge-
wood Vista dining room, 
14211 Firewood Dr., Baxter. 
For info., 218-829-4017.

Senior HealtH clinic  spon-
sored by Wadena County 
Public Health,  second 
Wednesday, 8:30 - 11:30 a.m., 
at Wadena County Public 
Health, 22 Dayton Ave. SE, 
Wadena. Health screenings 
include blood pressure, 
foot care, health info. and 
referrals. For info., 218-631-
7629.

toDD county repuBlicanS 
mtg  third Thursday, 7 p.m., 
St. Matthew’s Church, Cla-
rissa. For info., 320-533-1119.

wa D e n a co u n t y De m o-
cratic party committee mtg  
third Monday, 6:30 p.m., 
The Hub 71 in Sebeka. 
Anyone interested in join-
ing, welcome. For info., 
e m a i l  D F LWa d e n a C o -
Chair@yahoo.com.

waHoo Valley area mn 
Deer Hunter’S aSSociation 
mtg  second Tuesday, 7 p.m., 
Wahoo Valley (except Nov. 
and Jan.). For info, 218-640-
5423.

women oF toDay mtg  first 
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Land-
mark Inn, Staples.

March 21
StapleS HiStorical Soci-

et y annual mtg  Thurs., 
March 21, 5 p.m., at North-
ern Pacific Depot, Staples. 
Public invited.

Mark Your Calendar

The Todd County Amer-
ican Dairy Association will 
hold their annual meeting 
for all Todd County dairy 
farmers on Friday, Febru-
ary 1, 2019 at the Brower-
ville Community Center. 
Registration begins at 11:30 
a.m.

Dairy farmers will hear 
how Midwest Dairy is 

using their check off  dol-
lars by “Bringing Dairy 
to Life!” to improve con-
sumer confidence at the 
national, state and local 
levels. Farmers can enjoy 
a noon meal, socialize and 
hear from our local and 
state Princess Kay, Bekka 
Paskewitz. 

Princess Kay at Todd Dairy 
Association meeting

The Minnesota Highway Safety Center 
will be offering 55+ Driver Discount 
Courses on the following days:  

o Feb. 25,  (Course #43990), 1-5 p.m., Sta-
ples Community Center, 425 4th St. NE.

o Feb. 25th, (Course #43992), 5:30-9:30 
p.m., Staples Community Center

Courses are also available online at 
www.mnsafetycenter.org.

This class can save up to 10 percent on 
auto insurance. Completion of  an eight-

hour course qualifies you for the discount.  
To maintain the discount, you must com-
plete a four-hour refresher every three 
years.  A Minnesota Highway Safety & 
Research Center certified instructor will 
update you on defensive-driving tips, 
changes in laws, vehicle technology, and 
traffic safety. For more information or to 
register, visit our website at www.mnsafe-
tycenter.org or call 1-888-234-1294.  

55+ Driver program in Staples

COZY THEATRE
WADENA, MN

Screen 
 2

Screen 
 1

                 NOMINATED FOR 5 ACADEMY 
           AWARDS INCLUDING BEST PICTURE!

GREEN BOOK PG-13
Fri. thru Thurs. Feb. 1 - 14

Fri. & Sat. 2 Shows at 7:00 & 9:30
Sun. thru Thurs. 1 Show at 7:00

Matinees Sat. & Sun. Feb. 2 & 3 at 1:25 pm

Screen 
 3

HELD OVER 2ND WEEK!
A DOG’S WAY HOME PG

Fri. thru Thurs. Feb. 1 - 7
Fri. & Sat. 2 Shows at 7:15 & 9:15
Sun. thru Thurs. 1 Show at 7:15

Matinees Sat. & Sun. Feb. 2 & 3 at 1:15 pm

Tuesday Bargain Night - All Seats $5.00
Matinee Admission - All Seats $6.00

www.cozytheatre.com

     HELD OVER 2ND WEEK!
THE KID WHO 

WOULD BE KING PG
Fri. thru Thurs. Feb. 1 - 7

Fri. & Sat. 2 Shows at 7:10 & 9:30
Sun. thru Thurs. 1 Show at 7:10

Matinees Sat. & Sun. Feb. 2 & 3 at 1:30 pm

00
18

26
38

6r
1

The January CARE Community 
Meal was held at Staples Church of 
Christ Jan. 22 with a large crowd attend-
ing. They enjoyed meatballs, mashed 
potatoes and gravy, coleslaw, various 
vegetables, buttered bread among the 
meal offerings plus a variety of dessert 
trays. 

Above: Dale Adams catches up 
on conversation with Mary Sperley and 
friends at one of the tables. 

The next CARE Community Meal 
will be Feb. 26 at Sacred Heart Church, 
Staples from 4:30 to 6 p.m.. (Staples 
World photos by Janice Winter)

January CARE Community Meal

Ray Garland gathers a plate from 
the friendly servers around 5:30 p.m. 
They included Holly Seamann, Wayne 

Hess, Pat Quance, Kay Martin, Donna 
Mae Klebs and others serving the hot 
comfort food at the church. 

Serving with smiles

Pastor Barry Klein 
personally greeted each 
person who attended the 
CARE meal at Staples 
Church of Christ, offer-
ing a warm handshake 
and words of welcome 
to all included Don De-
lude of Motley (right). The 
doors were open to ev-
eryone, providing more 
than a comforting meal, 
but a social gathering of 
friends and neighbors.

Personal 
greeting

DEADLINES
Newspaper deadline for copy 

and advertising: 12 noon Fridays



6a ports
Wednesday, January 30, 2019Staples WorldS

By Steve Carney

As we head into the 
midsection of  our winter 
a n g l i n g ,  t h i n g s  h ave 
changed dramatical ly, 
especially in regard to ice 
conditions. 

Now anglers are driving 
vehicles around most cen-
tral Minnesota lakes and 
because of  this activity, the 
walleyes as well as crap-
pies have adjusted their 
patterns. Noise is counter-
productive when it comes 
to winter angling. Here are 
some thoughts.

1.)  Travel Areas
On most of  our central 

Minnesota lakes, there are 
now dedicated travel areas 
where most of  the vehicles 
head straight to a commu-
nity spot that is always 
active. Those travel lanes 
unfortunately cross many 
good walleye spots that are 
now worthless because of  
the vehicle traffic. Best to 
avoid any well used travel 
area.

2.)  Strike Out On Your 
Own

I always, and I mean 
always, strike out for fish-
ing spots on my own.

I do everything I can to 
avoid any fish house clus-
ters or any area that has 
anglers coming and going 
throughout the day. Noth-
ing spooks gamefish more 
than the hum of  ATV’s, 
roar of  snowmobiles and 
the vibration caused by 
motor vehicles. Even reli-
able summertime spots 
can be rendered useless in 

the winter by human activ-
ity.

3.) Augers
I started using electric 

augers about 5 years ago 
and I can honestly say they 
make a huge difference. 
With the advent of  the lith-
ium battery, you can now 
drill 25 to 30 holes on one 
charge.

The biggest factor is the 
noise issue. Electric augers 
are quiet and stealthy. The 
old fashioned gas auger 

has a tendency to blow out 
an entire area with the 
noise and vibration.  A 
gas auger 300 yards away 
is very annoying on the 
ice, just think of  the noise 
below the ice.

    Getting away from the 
human activity is as key 
in the winter as it is in the 
summer months. For best 
success, strike out and find 
those out-of-the-way spots 
on your own and make it 
happen on your terms.

Mid-winter walleyes 
and the noise factor

Avoid areas of human activity for better walleye 
success. (Submitted photo)

Wary walleyes

The Staples-Motley boys 
basketball team came close 
to a conference win but 
they lost a second half  lead 
to fall 55-62 against Aitkin 
on Jan. 24. The Cardinals 
also lost to Browerville 
62-33 on Jan. 22.

Against Aitkin, the Car-
dinals led by nine early, 
as hot shooting by Isaac 
Christoffersen and inside 
baskets by Isaac Kronen-
berg, including a three 

point play. Sivert Klefsaas 
did the dirty work, making 
tough baskets and going to 
the free throw line several 
times in the first half, as he 
kept the defense on their 
heels. Aitkin hit some 
three pointers to close the 
gap and the Cardinals took 
a 33-28 lead into halftime.

The second half  opened 
with an 11-2 run for Aitkin 
and Staples-Motley never 
regained the lead.

Team results
S t a p l e s - M o t l e y  5 8 , 

Aitkin 66
Scoring: Isaac Christof-

fersen 21, Sivert Klefsaas 18, 
Isaac Kronenberg 8, Ben Olan-
der 6, Alex Giza 3, Jordon Carl-
son 2.

Staples-Motley 33, Brow-
erville 62

Scoring: Klefsaas 11, Giza 
7, Christoffersen 5, Kronen-
berg 3, Olander 2, Ryan Wick 
2, Emmitt Winkels 2, Izaiah 
DeMars 1

Cardinals lose early lead

It is probably just as 
unfair to profile a politi-
cian as it is to profile a pri-
vate citizen. Profiling, as 
we know, is making judg-
ments about people based 
on appearances;  their 
heritage, their education, 
where they’re from, or 
even the way they dress, 
or speak. But, risky and of  
unfair as it may be, there 
are expectations—based 
on past experience—that 
tend to lead us to such judg-
ments about politicians. 

Often, our expectations 
are based on a politician’s 
political party. We tend to 
think of  
liberals—
commonly 
D e m o -
crats—as 
more will-
ing than 
conserva-
t iv e s  t o 
p r o p o s e 
g o v e r n -
m e n t -
centered 
solutions 
t o  e c o -
n o m i c 
and social 
problems. 
We  t e n d 
to think of  conservatives—
often Republicans; i.e., the 
GOP—as being inclined to 
prefer allowing the “free 
market” to sort things out, 
and to interfere as little as 
possible in people’s lives. 
Broad generalizations, but 
often true. As the saying 
goes, it’s sometimes “the 
exception that proves the 
rule.”

Another generalization 
is that liberals are likely to 
be more supportive than 
conservatives of  environ-
mental regulations and 
protections; more likely to 
be “tree huggers,” as the 
expression goes. More will-
ing, too, to spend public 
funds—taxpayer-generated 
funds—for projects aimed 
at  outdoor recreation 
opportunities, fish and 
wildlife habitat, and the 
like. It bears repeating that 
not all liberals support 
these priorities, nor do all 
conservatives oppose them. 
But it’s not hard to find 

examples that support the 
generalization.

As the Minnesota Leg-
islature swings into 2019 
action, there is a haunting 
memory of  an environmen-
tal stab-in-the-back that 
took place on the last day of  
the 2018 legislative session. 
On that final day, a con-
ference committee made 
up of  Minnesota state 
senators and representa-
tives—with Republican 
leadership of  the commit-
tee—crafted a proposal to 
take funds intended for 
natural resource purposes 
and commit roughly $98 
million of  it to pay for bond 
interest for such projects as 
sewer improvements, lake 
dredging, and other infra-
structure priorities. 

The full Legislature, 
with Republican majorities 
in both Senate and House, 
then passed the bill with-
out any public hearing or 
input, and without—it’s 
widely believed—many 
lawmakers even know-
ing that this provision 
was in the general bond-
ing bill. It’s been prop-
erly called a raid because 
unless this legislation is 
reversed, these funds will 
be taken from the state’s 
Environment and Natural 
Resources Trust Fund. 

The Environment and 
Natural Resources Trust 
Fund was created by a 
voter-approved 1988 consti-
tutional amendment that 
dedicates a portion of  state 
lottery funds and their 
earnings for the protection, 
conservation, and enhance-
ment of  the state’s air, water, 
land, fish, wildlife, and 
other natural resources. 
Over the last three decades, 
monies from this Trust 
Fund have been used for 
such things as state park 
and trail improvements, 
fisheries rehabilitation 
through rough fish control, 
and clean energy research, 
among many others. 

In fact, some 2,000 proj-
ects have been funded in 
this manner over the past 
30 years. These projects are 
reviewed and approved by a 
committee made up of  state 
lawmakers and citizens, 

called the Legislative-Citi-
zen Committee on Minne-
sota Resources, or LCCMR. 
The last-minute 2018 raid 
on the Trust Fund monies 
for those state infrastruc-
ture projects was given no 
review by the LCCMR. A 
coalition of  eight conserva-
tion organizations has filed 
suit to stop this diversion 
of  Trust Fund monies. 

Supporters of  using 
Environment and Natural 
Resource Trust Fund cash 
for such things as waste-
water treatment projects 
argue that this is a contri-
bution to improved state 
water quality, and there-
fore within the mission of  
the Fund. But the enabling 
statutory language dating 
back to 1988 states that the 
Trust Fund “…may not 
be spent for … municipal 
water pollution control … 
hazardous waste disposal 
facilities … [or] solid waste 
disposal.” 

The eight conserva-
tion groups that are suing 
to prevent what they see 
as an unconstitutional 
diversion of  these Trust 
Fund monies are actually 
hoping that a solution can 
be found in the Minnesota 
Legislature, rather than 
the courts. They’re hoping 
that the 2019 Legislature 
that convenes this week 
will consider a do-over, 
and invalidate the cloak-
and-dagger maneuver that 
ended the 2018 session. 

They’re actually find-
ing support in a lawmaker 
whose own Republican 
party led that maneuver. 
State Senator Carrie Ruud 
is a Republican from Cen-
tral Minnesota’s Brainerd 
lakes area; Breezy Point, 
to more narrowly identify 
her home base. Sen. Ruud 
has introduced legisla-
tion that would very spe-
cifically prohibit use of  the 
Environment and Natural 
Resource Trust Fund to pay 
interest on construction 
bonds. This would have the 
practical effect of  insulat-
ing the Trust Fund from 
the kind of  diversions her 
party’s leaders executed in 

Senator is welcome 
ally of outdoors lovers

- o - 
Inside the 
Outdoors

Mike Rahn
- o - 

The Staples-Motley girls 
basketball team missed a 
long shot at the buzzer to 
fall 54-53 to North Branch 
on Jan. 22, then had trou-
ble stopping Park Rapids 
in an 83-55 loss on Jan. 25.

“We are still learning 
and growing as players and 
teammates and this game 
showed us a few things 
we need to get better at,” 
said Coach Brian Smith 
about the North Branch 
game. “Shot selection is 
still a huge area of  focus, 
we need to be patient and 
unselfish. Sometimes that 
means making an extra 
pass to a teammate that 
has a higher percentage 
shot.”

The team led 28-24 at 
halftime. 

“We protected the ball 
and rebounded. We were 
able to create some chaos 
and get some points off  

turnovers,” said Smith.
They had a season low 

tur novers with 12, but 
they struggled to score in 
the halfcourt offense and 
a few defensive lapses put 
them behind late.

Kaitlyn Smith made a 
three point shot to pull the 
team within one, and the 
Cardinals missed a deep 
shot that would have put 
them ahead. Alix Peterson 
tied the score with 22 sec-
onds left on a free throw, 
but North Branch made a 
free throw with three sec-
onds left for the final score.

Tabetha Allen grabbed 
18 rebounds, 11 offensive. 
Peterson had 8 and Jenna 
Dvorak 7, as the Cardi-
nals outrebounded the big 
school team. Dvorak and 
Smith had three steals 
each.

“The other thing we 
need to work on is the abil-

ity to stop the other team’s 
best player,” said Smith. 

“Down the stretch we were 
not able to stop their best 
player.”

That came into play 
right away at Park Rapids, 
as the top two players com-
bined for 59 points against 
the Cardinals. 

The team had a better 
offensive output, shoot-
ing 40 percent, but they 
couldn’t keep up with that 
kind of  scoring.

Team results
Staples-Motley 53, North 

Branch 54
Scoring: Kaitlyn Smith 

16, Alix Peterson 13, Tabetha 
Allen 10, Haley Cichos 6, 
Jenna Dvorak 6, Kaila Erbe 2

Staples-Motley 55, Park 
Rapids 83

Scoring: Allen 14, Peterson 
11, Dvorak 8, Erbe 8, Smith 5, 
Cichos 5, Bella Martin 4

Cardinals drop a close 
game, then let one go

Above, Alex Giza drives through the Ait-
kin zone. Right, Sivert Klefsaas tips a pass 
on defense. (Staples World photos by Mark 
Anderson)

Cardinal action

Haley Cichos (4) and Kaila Erbe (2) run at a North Branch player to force her to 
get rid of the ball quickly. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Creating chaos

See RAHN on page 7a
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These area businesses offer their support 
and congratulations to the overall excellence 

exemplified by the Student Achievements awards

Albie Electric LLC, Staples
Mid-Central Federal Savings 

Bank, Staples
BRICKS Travel Center, Motley

Lake Country Insurance, 
Inc. Motley

Staples Precision Metalcraft
PHB Excavating, Motley
Nelson Insurance Agency 

of Staples, Inc.
Motley Dairy Queen
Insurance Advisors, 

Scott Veronen
Homestead Veterinary Clinic, 

Aldrich
Staples Eye Clinic

Orth Insurance Agency, 
Staples

Sylvan Shores, Browerville

Staples True Value
Long Prairie Sanitation, Inc.
Ron’s Auto Repair, Staples

R. Bjerga Construction/
Friendly Inn, Joan and Rudy

Trident Seafoods Corp.
Unity Bank, Staples

Wilhelmson Associates, LLC
Estate Planning & Life 

Insurance, Motley
Sacred Heart Area School, 

Staples
Shear Contact, Staples

Burrows Auto Body, Staples
Central Building Supply, 

Staples
Busker Concrete, Staples
Precision Polishing and 

Plating, Inc., Staples
 

Sourcewell, Staples
R Salon & Spa, Staples
Daniel Douts Insurance 

Agency State Farm, Staples
Ernie’s, Staples

Mid Minnesota Federal Credit 
Union, Staples

James Soule Auto Sales, 
Staples

Longbella Drug, Staples
Mayer, Porter & Nelson, Ltd., 

CPA’s, Staples
Staples Ace Hardware

Stern Rubber Company, 
Staples

3M, Staples
Thrivent Financial/ 
Bob Mueller, Staples
Tower Pizza, Staples

Staples World

Student Achievements

Students of the Month at 
SHAS were, above front: 

Abiri Ziegler, Bentley Pettit, 
John Schotzko. 

Back: Mabel Haehnel, 
Carolyn Hoppe, 

Alexis Opelia
Right: Lucille McGruder

Staples-Motley Elementary School
Bucket List winners at SMES were, 

front row, left to right: Odin Davis, Kayden McCord, 
Mya Dobson, Lucas Ziegler. Back row: Ryan Heifort, 

Wyatt Frutiger, Jackson Alexander, Carter Kist, 
Ella Judd, Kalee Winter

W5

Motley-Staples Middle School
Students of the Month at Motley-Staples Middle School were, front row, left

 to right: Suhaila Mikhaeil, Paige Warren, Kenzie Jares, Brooke Bendson, Cecily Moe, 
Caden Dobson, Kadin Ottomoeller, Alaina White. Back row: Alex Black, 

Andrew Salcido, Kora Wells, Logan Robben, Sophie Albie, Jessica Lundquist, 
Jorja Kobliska, Bailey Weiland

Sacred Heart Area School

the final hours of  the 2018 
session.

But Sen. Ruud is more 
than a one-time white 
knight attempting to come 
to the rescue in this inci-
dent. In her three terms 
as a state senator she has 
shown a dedication to 
bread-and-butter outdoor 
issues. One of  her recogni-

tions was being named the 
2017 Minnesota Legislator 
of  the Year by the nonprofit 
organization Greater Min-
nesota Parks and Trails. 
She is currently Chair of  
the Minnesota Legisla-
ture’s Environment and 
Natural Resources Policy 
and Legacy Finance Com-
mittee. 

Sen. Ruud in 2017 also 
received the Nature Con-
servancy’s Government 
Relations Award “…for her 
efforts to protect Minneso-
ta’s prairies, forests, lakes 
rivers and wetlands…” The 
organization cited Ruud as 

“a great champion of  con-
servation.” In 2018 she was 
also cited by the League of  

Minnesota Cities for lead-
ing “efforts to give cities 
the tools they need to be 
successful in protecting 
Minnesota’s environmen-
tal resources.” Ruud is part 
of  a hunting and angling 
family, and has participated 
in—and won—national 
snowshoeing competitions. 
She does more than give lip 

service to outdoors priori-
ties.

Sen. Ruud is not unique 
as a political conservative 
who embraces environmen-
tal and natural resource 
protection causes. But it’s 
noteworthy that she is will-
ing to stand up to her par-
ty’s leadership when her 
conservation conscience 

dictates that it’s the right 
path to take; in this case, 
rolling back a secretive 
and potentially unconsti-
tutional raid on the state’s 
Environment and Natural 
Resources Trust Fund. A 
lot of  Minnesotans, and 
the conservation organiza-
tions to which many belong, 
hope she’ll be successful.

RAHN continued from page 6a
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Staples Area Church Directory
Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
Pastor Bob Hepokoski
Mark Shea, Pastor of Student Ministries 
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:15 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Discipleship Class ..........................9:15 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 Evening Prayer .............................6:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
Wednesday times are for Sept. - May
 Sonlight (Kids Program).... 4:00 - 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ...................... 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Website: www.stapleschurchofchrist.org
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Teen Youth/Adults Bible Study .....6:30 p.m.

Congregational Church, UCC
204 5th St. NE, Staples ............. 218-894-2571
 Worship .........................................9:30 a.m.
 Fellowship, refreshments following service

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor: Carl Larson
 Sunday Worship Service................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m.

Sacred Heart Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296 
Pastor Fr. Gabriel Walz
Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Coordinator: 
Monica J. Simmons ...... 218-414-0081 cell/text
MASS:
 Thursday and Friday .....................8:30 a.m. .
 Saturday  ......................................5:00 p.m.
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ........................10:45 am.
 Sabbath School .............................9:30 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Nathan Hillman
 Sunday School ..............................9:15 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Rev. Robin Collins
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School & Bible Class .......10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
Pastor Greg Leslie
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)
 Sunday School (for grades K-12 and adults)
  ........................................... 9:15-10:15 a.m.
 
Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Eric Clapp ..........................701-261-2394 (cell)
 Sunday Worship ............................8:15 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.
 
Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.com.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ..........................9:30 a.m.

Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th St., Cushing .............218-575-2449 
www.lincolnefree.org Facebook Lincoln E Free
Offi ce Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Donald Reigstad
Pastor: Jim Brown
Youth Coordinator: Kelly Gelle
SUNDAY
 Sunday School for all ages ...........9:00 a.m.
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Praise & Prayer ............................4:30 p.m. 
 Kids’ Club ......................................6:00 p.m.
 Jr./Sr. Forge Youth Group ............6:00 p.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
www.cushingbaptistchurch.org
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 .. Open by arrangement

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Pastor Jim Johnson
 Sunday Worship ..............9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 Kids Club .............................. 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 5:30-7:30 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.

St. Michael
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
Pastor Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Tuesday .........................................6:30 p.m,
 Wednesday....................................8:30 a.m. .
 Saturday .......................................7:00 p.m.
 Sunday ........................................10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.org
 Sunday Worship Service................9:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson  
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.
 (serving coffee and donuts)
 

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Pastor Wayne Hoffert
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship .............. 10:45 a.m./6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Prayer ...........................................7:00 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
United Methodist Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Services ..........................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Heath Belknap, Pastor of Student Ministries
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
Childrens’ Pastor Kenneth Kjeldergaard
 SUNDAY
 Discipleship Classes .......................9:00 a.m.
 Prayer ...........................................9:20 a.m.
 Coffee / Fellowship .......................9:30 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  6:00 p.m....Meal .............. 6:30 p.m ...Groups

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St. PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central United Methodist
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor Chuck Horsager, 218-639-4225
 Sunday Worship ......................... 9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School .......................... 10:30 a.m.

The Staples area Church Directory is sponsored by these businesses:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Bob Reeck, Manager
Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Mid-Central Federal 
Savings Bank

Fully Insured to $250,000
Staples, MN 218-894-3900

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Longbella Drug Store
"The Prescription Store"

2nd Ave., Staples • 218-894-2242
Motley and Pillager

Staples True Value
“Just Ask Rental”
Open 7 days a week.

Staples, MN 218-894-3263

Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

Why there might be more hope for change 
on January 31 than January 1!

How can it already be the end of the fi rst month of this 
year?! God’s generosity continues spiritually, emotion-
ally, mentally and physically in all that He has already 
provided in these fi rst 31 days of the year.

But, I’m wondering what your thoughts are in the 
changes you wanted to see in this fi rst month of the new 
year? There is that (infamous?) word known as “resolu-
tions” that may be more frustrating than hopeful at this 
point... especially if those resolutions didn’t make it off  
the ground for more than a few weeks. I have a hunch 
that our broken resolutions may be a case of “shooting 
ourselves in the foot!” Another old adage is that we are 
too often trying to “lift ourselves up by our own boot-
straps.”

Among other considerations we will look at shortly, 
I think we put too much “stock” in a certain day of the 
year (New Year’s Day) somehow having more power to 
change us than what is realistic. Think about this with 
me for a moment. Why would January 1, as a day on the 
calendar of 12 months, have any more changing power 
than March 1 or July 1 or October 1? A day on a calendar 
is not enough to change anything by itself... even if you 
add in sheer willpower.

It seems to me that there is a far better way.
It has to do with the God of the day. It starts with a 

verse like “This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us 
rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24). God’s owner-
ship in this verse (and also Psalm 24:1) points us in the 
right direction of true hope for change. It’s not so much 
about me as it is about Him! God made me. God sent His 
Son Jesus to die on the cross for me and everyone else. 
God, Who intensely loves us deeply, WANTS to change 
us. I love the old adage “God loves us just as we are, but 
doesn’t want us to stay as we are.” He has more in mind 
for each one of us. Look at Romans 8:32 and ponder it 
sometime.

The hope for change comes only through the God 
“change agent.” Remember, God knows us better than 
anyone else does and that doesn’t scare Him. He made 
us as spirit, mind and body so He can change whatever 
needs to be changed. Entrust yourself to Him... today, on 
January 31, because He is the Master of this day and of 
your life, if we will let Him be so in our lives. Please pon-
der II Peter 1:3-4 and Titus 2:11-12 for a “True Change!”

The thoughts above are not theoretical. They are 
fi rst being processed for my life. Will you join me in the 
journey?

w5c

Funeral services were 
held for Arlee Dailey, age 
70, of  Wadena on Saturday, 
January 26, 2019 at 1:00 p.m. 
at the Motley Free Method-
ist Church in Motley, with 
Pastor Jim Johnson offici-
ating. 

Pallbearers were John 
Elifritz, Jr., Kim Elifritz, 
Donald “Butch” Pavlacky, 
Jr., Scott Pavlacky, James 
Dailey, Jr. and Brett Dailey. 
Honorary pallbearers were 
Arlee’s grandchildren: 
Elizabeth Harrison, Brit-
tany Harrison, Joel Harri-
son, Thane Dailey, Mason 
Dailey and Adaly Dailey.  

Arlee will be laid to rest 
in Poplar Cemetery, Oylen.

Arlee J. Dailey was born 
February 9, 1948 in Staples 
to the late Frank and Dor-
othy (Haman) Pavlacky. 
Arlee graduated from Sta-
ples High School with the 
class of  1966. On February 
11, 1967 Arlee was united 
in marriage to Russell Lee 
Dailey, Sr. in Oylen. Their 
mar riage was blessed 
with four children. Arlee 
and Russell made their 
home in Oylen where they 
farmed and milked dairy 
cows for 42 years. Arlee 
was employed with Sandy 
Beach Resort on Gull Lake 
from 2005 - 2011.

Russell passed away 
March 31,  2009.  Since 
November of  2011 Arlee has 
made her home in Wadena 
where she enjoyed spend-
ing time with her grand-
children and attending 
their events. She enjoyed 
all Minnesota Sports, read-
ing, crossword puzzles and 
visiting a casino every now 
and again. Arlee was an 
amazing wife and mother, 
she loved all with uncondi-
tional love. 

Arlee passed away Janu-
ary 15, 2019 surrounded 
by her loving family at St. 
Cloud Hospital.  She will 
be dearly missed by her 
family and friends. 

Preceding Arlee in death 
were her parents; husband; 
siblings: Marlo, Howard, 
Donald and Larry.

Arlee is survived by 
her  chi ldren:  Russel l 
Jr. “Tuff” (Missy) Dailey 
of  Wadena; Wade Dailey 
of  Sebeka; Jamey Har-
rison of  Wadena; Preston 
(Lacey) Dailey of  Wadena; 
six grandchildren; one 
great-grandchild; siblings: 
Dick (Geri) Pavlacky of  
Pillager; Malcolm “Shorty” 
(Joanne) Pavlacky of  St. 
Cloud; Gerrie Elifritz of  
Princeton; many other rel-
atives and a host of  friends.

Arrangements provided 
by Karvonen Funeral Ser-
vice of  Wadena  
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Arlee 
Dailey

Hello World

Thomas L. Miller, 85, of  
Staples died at his home, 
peacefully in his sleep, sur-
rounded by family on Janu-
ary 24, 2019. 

Tom was born on Jan. 
17, 1934 to Margaret and 
Stan Miller in Verndale.  
He attended and gradu-
ated from Verndale Public 
School .  Tom mar ried 
Janice DeWald on July 14, 
1953.    

Some of  his life accom-
p l i s h m e n t s  i n c l u d e d 
attending Dunwoody Tech-
nical College, learning to fly 
his plane, owner of  Tom’s 
Plumbing and Heating in 
Staples from 1968 until his 
retirement. He proudly 
served on the Wadena 
County Adjustment Board/
Planning Commission and 
the Thomastown Township 
Board. Tom enjoyed going 
to “The Woods” where he 
enjoyed driving his trac-
tor, cutting wood, watching 
wildlife and an occasional 
nap. 

Tom is survived by his 
wife, Jan; brothers, Dale 
(Elizabeth) of  Wadena, 
Ben (Miriam) of  Bemidji; 
sister-in-law, Rena of  Sauk 
Center; son, Steve (Kim) 
of  Motley; daughter, Teri 
Cain of  Laporte, Colorado; 
son, Barney (Shellie) of  
Little Falls; seven grand-
children, Justin, Natasha, 
Jake, Kayla, Elizabeth, 
Ashley, Paul and six great 
grandchildren (and two 
more on the way).

Tom was preceded in 
death by an infant sister, 
Linda; infant son, Gregory, 
father, Stan; mother, Mar-
garet; brother, Gary and 
sister, Marie Johnson.

Per Tom’s request, there 
will be no funeral or memo-
rial services.

Tom wished to express 
a special thank you to Dr. 
David Freeman, Dr. Julie 
Benson, Barbara Kaneski, 
P.A.; his two wonderful 
hospice nurses, Amber and 
Kendall and all of  his care-
givers at Lakewood Health 
System for all of  the excep-
tional care that he received.  

A special thank you to 
the Thew family, especially 
Arthur and William, for lis-
tening to an old man’s sto-
ries and for being willing 
to help out at a moment’s 
notice. 
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Tom Miller

Obituaries
Births reported at Lake-

wood heaLth system hospitaL 
in stapLes incLuded:

Born to Rachael and 
Marc Laurion of  Baxter, a 
baby boy, MacGregor John 
weighing seven pounds, 
eight ounces on January 
18, 2019.

Bor n to Stacey and 
Mitch Dahlvang of  Sebeka, 
a baby boy, Kip Paul weigh-
ing seven pounds,  six 
ounces on January 19, 2019.

Born to Karli and Jordan 
Peterson of  Wadena, a baby 
boy, Lane Daniel weighing 
seven pounds, two ounces 
on January 22, 2019.

Bor n to Kendra and 
Craig Yaunick of  Brain-
erd, a baby girl, Harper Lee 
weighing seven pounds, 
seven ounces on January 
23, 2019.

*  *  *  *  *
 Births reported at tri-

county heaLth care hospitaL 
in wadena incLuded:

Born to Keryn, a baby 
boy, Taytum Josiah weigh-
ing six pounds,  three 
ounces on January 23, 2019.

roBert king,  Pillager, 
graduated from Minne-
sota State Community and 
Technical College during 
the 2018 Fall Semester. He 
received an Associate of  
Applied Science degree in 
Information Technology.

Levi nageL,  Pillager, has 
been named to the 2018 Fall 
Semester Dean’s List at the 
University of  Minnesota, 
Crookston. To qualify, stu-
dents must complete 12 or 
more letter-graded credits 
while attaining a 3.66 or 
higher grade point average.

Student 
Achievements

FeBruary speciaL activi-
ties at the Lakewood heaLth 
system care center:

Weds., Feb. 13 - 2 p.m. 
Bingo hosted by Church of  
Christ Quilters

Thurs., Feb. 14 - 2 
p.m. Valentine’s Party 
w/entertainment; 4 p.m. 
Cheers

Sat., Feb. 16 - 10 a.m. 
Bingo w/Marge

Sun., Feb. 17 - 2 p.m. 
Assembly of  God Singers

Tues., Feb. 19 - 2:5 p.m. 
Church, Thomastown; 3:45 
p.m. Bingo w/Marge

Weds., Feb. 20 - 2 p.m. 
Bingo

Thurs., Feb. 21 - 10 a.m. 
Bible Study, Roy Miles; Ind-
door Garage Sale; 4 p.m. 
Cheers

Sat., Feb. 23 - 10 a.m. 
Bingo w/Marge

Mon., Feb. 25 - 2:30 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church

Tues., Feb. 26 - 2:15 p.m. 
Church, Staples Assembly 
of  God; 3:45 p.m. Bingo w/
Marge

Weds., Feb. 27 - 2 p.m. 
Bingo w/Marge

Care Center

DEADLINES
Newspaper deadline for copy 

and advertising: 12 noon Fridays

Staples Rotarians gathered for 
their winter social Jan. 24 at Ted & Gen’s 
in Aldrich. Joan Tweedale, second from 
left, was the speaker. Tweedale, a mem-
ber of the Park Rapids Rotary Club, or-
ganized a group of Rotarians from Park 
Rapids and Fargo as well as members 
of her church for a service trip to Puerto 
Rico. The group worked through Luther-
an Social Services to gut and rebuild a 
home for a grandmother who had lost 
her home during Hurricane Maria. Twee-

dale and her husband Cliff, second from 
right, have begun planning for another 
trip, possibly this fall. They noted that the 
poor condition of the power grid and the 
overwhelming poverty rates are leading 
factors in the time it is taking for Puerto 
Rico to rebuild and that more assistance 
is needed. From left are Marv Rothstein, 
president of Staples Rotary Club, Joan 
and Cliff Tweedale and Connie Roth-
stein. (Submitted photo)

Rotary winter social speakers
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NOTICE

BECKER TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF AUDIT

The Annual Board of  
Audit for Becker Township 
will be held on Tuesday, 
Feb. 12, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 
following the regular meet-
ing. Any questions please 
call the clerk at 218-352-
6498. 

Mary Fitcher, Clerk
Becker Township
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NOTICE
MEADOWBROOK 

TOWNSHIP
MEETING DATES

T h e  M e a d o w b r o o k 
Town Board will meet the 
first Tuesday of  the month 
at the Leader Community 
Hall.

The February meeting 
is Tuesday the 5th at 7:30 
p.m. The board of  audit 
will be held following the 
regular February meeting.

The public is encour-
aged to attend.

Darlene Rollins, Clerk
Meadowbrook Township
                                        5pnc

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL 

CENTRAL LAKES 
COLLEGE 

Wind Symphony 
European Tour 

June 4-15, 2020 

Central Lakes College 
is requesting proposals 
from qualified individuals 
or organizations to offer 
travel arrangements for 
the Wind Symphony Euro-
pean Tour June 4-15, 2020 
at Central Lakes College. 
A copy of  the request for 
proposal may be obtained 
by calling Debbie Sterriker 
at Central Lakes College, 
1830 Airport Road, Staples 
MN 56479, (218) 894-5103 or 
1-800-247-6836. 

Proposals must be sub-
mitted no later than 1:30 
p.m. on Thursday, Febru-
ary 21, 2019. All proposals 
must be sealed and marked 
“RFP for Wind Symphony 
European Tour.” Submit 
proposals to: 

Central Lakes College 
Attn: Kari Christiansen 
501 W College Dr 
Brainerd, MN 56401

The college reserves 
the right to reject any or 
all proposals, to waive any 
information or irregulari-
ties in the bidding and to 
make the award serving 
the best interest of  the col-
lege. 

C e n t r a l  L a ke s  C o l -
lege is an Affir mative 
Action/Equal Opportunity 
Employer and Educator. 
These materials are avail-
able in alternative for-
mats to individuals with 
disabilities upon request. 
If  you use a TTY, call the 
Minnesota Relay Service at 
800-627-3529 and request to 
contact Central Lakes Col-
lege.
                                      5-6pnc

ISD #2170
SCHOOL BOARD 

MEETING #13 
Tues., Dec. 18, 2018, 

7:00 p.m.
High School Media 

Center
MINUTES

Call to Order
The meeting was called 

to order with Members 
Longbella, Winkels, Frisk, 
Lund, Anderson and Free-
man present (compris-
ing a quorum). Also in 
attendance: Supt. Bratlie; 
Business Services, Herd-
egen; Principals Regan and 
Schmidt; approximately 
30 students, employees 
and community mem-
bers; Mary Reedy, Cliff-
tonLarsonAllen; Staples 
World Editor, Anderson; 
and Recording Secretary, 
Madson. 

Motion by Lund, sec-
onded by Anderson to 
make the following revi-
sions to the agenda: Add 
item #21; remove items #12 
and #15 to be added to the 
January agenda. MC

Motion by Winkels, sec-
onded by Frisk, to adopt 
the agenda as amended.  
MC 

Consent Agenda:
M o t i o n  b y  F r e e -

man, seconded by Lund, 
to approve the consent 
agenda as presented. MC 

Finance Items 
Mary Reedy of  CLA pre-

sented the 2017-2018 audit 
and the district was given 
an Unmodified (“clean”) 
opinion. The complete 
audit is available in the 
District Office. 

Motion by Longbella, 
seconded by Anderson, to 
accept the 2017-2018 audit 
as presented. MC

Mr. Heredegen reviewed 
the Levy Certification

Motion  by Freeman, 
seconded by Lund, to Cer-
tify the 2018 Tax Levy, Pay-
able 2019 at the maximum 
- $2,444,592.66  MC 

Motion  by Freeman, 
seconded by Frisk,  to 
authorize payment of  the 
vouchers. MC

Motion  by Freeman, 
seconded by Anderson, to 
approve 2019 - 2020 Tech-
nology needs, including 
the phone system, internet 
and software and hardware 
upgrades. MC 

Motion  by Winkels, 
seconded by Anderson, 
to approve the Resolution 
Directing Administration 
to make Recommendations 
for Reductions in Pro-
grams and Positions. MC

Personnel
Motion by Frisk, sec-

onded by Lund, to approve 
the contracts for Rebecca 
R a p aw ay  a n d  A l e x u s 
Jordan, SME Paraprofes-
sionals; Grade 7Probation-
ary.  MC 

Motion  by Freeman, 
seconded by Frisk,  to 
accept the resignation of  
Nick Reed, IT Support; eff. 
Jan. 1, 2019 MC   

Motion by Lund, sec-
onded by Winkels, to accept 
the resignation of  Kristi 
Johnson,  Asst .  T rack 
Coach; with permission to 
post. MC

Motion by Frisk, sec-
onded by Longbella, to 
accept the resignation of  
Jenna Smith, Ticket Gate 
Manager. MC

Motion by Anderson, 
seconded by Winkels to 
approve the hire of  Lynd-
sey Tyni, Ticket / Gate 
Manager. MC

Motion  by Freeman, 
seconded by Longbella, 
to approve posting for an 
additional Title I Elemen-
tary Paraprofessional; 
7 hours per day for the 
remainder of  the school 
year.  MC 

Curriculum
Motion by Lund, sec-

onded by Longbella. After 
some discussion regarding 
the frequency and cost of  
these trips, as well as the 
school’s liability (if  any), 
the motion was rescinded.  
The district will contact 
our insurance agent to find 
out liability. Both agenda 
items #23 and #24 were 
moved to the January 
meeting. 

Other
Motion by Longbella, 

seconded by Winkels, to 
adopt the Resolution Estab-
lishing Motley City Hall 
and Staples Community 
Center as the designated 
combined polling sites.  MC 

Motion by Lund, sec-
onded by Anderson, to 
adopt the Public Forum 
Guidelines with revisions. 
MC 

Adjournment 
Motion by Winkels, sec-

onded by Frisk, to adjourn 
the meeting at 8:39 pm.  MC 

Complete minutes may 
be viewed at www.isd2170.
k12.mn.us
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SCHOOL BOARD 
MEETING #14 

Thursday, Dec. 20, 
2018, 6:00 p.m.

High School Media 
Center

MINUTES

Call to Order
The meeting was called 

to order with Members 
Lund, Freeman, Winkels 
and Frisk present. Long-
bella arrived at 6:18. Also 
attending:  Supt.  Brat-
lie; Principals Johnson, 
Schmidt and Regan; Nexus; 
WSN; approximately 40 stu-
dents, employees and com-
munity members; Staples 
World Editor, Anderson; 
and Recording Secretary, 
Madson. 

Motion by Winkels, sec-
onded by Frisk, to amend 
and adopt the agenda by 
moving the Community 
Survey Results before the 
Project update. MC

Community Survey 
Results

The Morris Leather-
man Company presented 
the findings of  the com-
munity survey which was 
conducted between Nov. 
14 - Nov. 29. The survey 
i n cl u d e d  6 2 5  r a n d o m 
households of  SM resi-
dents. Results indicated 
the community could/
would support an $18 - $22 
per month tax increase. 
The average home value in 
the district is $125,000. 

Project Update
Rob Brown and Brent 

Jones from Nexus then 
informed the Board that 
a K-12 building would 
likely cost $70 - $75 mil-
lion. However, a remodel 
project on the existing HS 
and elementary could be 
done for approx. $50 mil-
lion. This would consist 
of  a K-5 elementary with 
additional gym and locker 
room space, and a 6-12 high 
school. 

A timeline was pre-
sented leading up to a May 
14, 2019 election and the 
group was advised there is 
much work to be done lead-
ing up to that date. Other 
funding options will also 
be looked at. Twenty years 
is the typical length of  a 
bonding referendum. 

This project would not 
include community space 
or early learning space. 

Motion to move into 
Closed Session for Nego-
tiations Discussion

Motion  by Winkels, 
seconded by Longbella, to 
move into a Closed Session 
for Negotiations Discus-
sion. MC 

Motion by Longbella, 
seconded by Frisk,  to 
reconvene in Closed Ses-
sion. MC

Motion by Longbella, 
seconded by Frisk to 
reopen the meeting MC

Motion by Frisk, sec-
o n d e d  by  W I n ke l s  t o 
Adjourn the meeting. MC
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SCHOOL BOARD 
MEETING #15 

Annual Organizational 
Meeting, Monday, 

January 7, 2019 7:00 
p.m. High School 

Media Center
MINUTES

Call to Order
I.  The meeting was 

called to order by Chair 
Lonbella

II. Newly elected Board 
Members took the Oath 
of  Office: Brad Anderson, 
Mary Freeman and Bruce 
Lund

III. Roll Call
Roll call was taken with 

Members Longbella, Win-
kels, Frisk, Anderson, 
Freeman and Lund present 
(comprising a quorum). 
Also present: Supt. Brat-
lie; Principals Johnson, 
Schmidt and Regan; Busi-
ness Services, Herdegen; 
several community mem-
bers, students and employ-
ees; Staples World Editor, 
Anderson; and Recording 
Secretary, Madson. 

Motion by Anderson, 
seconded by Winkels, to 
adopt the agenda as pre-
sented. MC

IV. Organizational 
Items 

Chair Longbella called 
for nominations for Board 
Chair. Anderson nomi-
nated Lund; Frisk nomi-
nated himself. Longbella 
called for additional nomi-
nations three times with 
no further nominations. 

A vote was called and 
Lund was declared Chair-
man of  the Board. 

Election of other 
Officers

Chair Lund called for 
nominations for  Vice 
Chair. Winkels nominated 
Freeman; Longbella nomi-
nated Frisk. Lund called 
for additional nominations 
three times. Upon no fur-
ther nominations a vote 
was taken and Freeman 
was declared Vice Chair. 
Lund called for nomina-
tions for Clerk. Frisk nom-
inated himself. Additional 
nominations were called 
for three times. With no 
additional nominations, 
Frisk was declared the 
Clerk.

Lund called for nomina-
tions for Treasurer. Win-
kels nominated Anderson. 
Lund called for nomina-
tions three more times. 
With no additional nomi-
nations, Anderson was 
declared Treasurer. 

Appoint person to 
perform Duties of the 

Office of Clerk and 
Treasurer

Motion  by Freeman, 
seconded by Frisk, to des-
ignate Bonnie Madson 
as Asst. to the Clerk and 
Chuck Herdegen as Asst. 
to the Treasurer. MC 

Appoint Board 
Members to Serve 

on Educational 
Committees

Members voiced their 
intent to serve on the fol-
lowing committees: Fresh-
water Education District, 
Bruce Lund and alternate 
Chad Longbella; Source-
well Delegate Assembly, 
Bryan Winkels;  MN State 
HS League, Bryan Win-
kels, Alt.; QCOMP, Mary 
Freeman (re-assignment 
in June) MSBA Legisla-
tive Liaison, Greg Frisk; 
Community Education 
Advisory Council, Bryan 
Winkels; Economic Devel-
opment Authority, Bruce 
Lund and alternate Ron 
Bratlie

Finance Committee: 
Anderson and Freeman; 
Policy Committee: Win-
kels and Frisk; Technol-
ogy Committee: Winkels; 
Meet & Confer Commit-
tee: Lund and Freeman: 
a n d  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Evaluation  (Longbella 
and Anderson). 

2019 - 2021 Negotiat-
ing Teams: Instructional 
Group - Frisk and Ander-
son; Support Staff  & Pro-
fessional Group - Longbella 
and Winkels; Principals 
and Transportation - Win-
kels and Freeman; Super-
intendent -  Lund and 
Freeman

V. Annual Organiza-
tional Items:

Motion by Winkels, 
seconded by Longbella, 
to designate 2019 School 
Attorneys, Official Deposi-
tories, Official Newspa-
per, Investment of  Funds, 
Electronic Transfers, Sig-
nature Approvals. It was 
requested that news articles 
and events be sent to Mor-
rison County Record for 
publication as well as the 
Staples World as a portion 
of  our district is in that cir-
culation area. 

a.  Of ficial  School 
Attorneys

To name Pemberton 
Law Office of  Fergus Falls 
and Kennedy & Graven to 
serve as the official school 
district attorneys for fiscal 
year 2019 and that the selec-

tion be determined by the 
administration. Author-
ity also was granted to the 
administration to employ 
any other attorney/law 
firm as deemed necessary. 

b. Official Deposito-
ries

To name the following 
as official depositories 
for FY 2018: First Inter-
national Bank and Trust, 
Unity Bank, Mid-Central 
Federal Savings Bank, Mid-
Minnesota Federal Credit 
Union, MN School District 
Liquid Assets Fund Plus, 
MN Trust, and other finan-
cial institutions which are 
in compliance with MN 
Statutes governing school 
district depositories.  

c. Official Newspaper
To designate The Sta-

ples World as the legal and 
official newspaper for the 
Staples-Motley School Dis-
trict for 2019 

d. Official(s) to Invest 
Funds

To authorize school 
officials to invest funds on 
behalf  of  the school dis-
trict: Business Manager 
and Superintendent

e. Agent(s) to Make 
Electronic Transfers

To authorize school 
of f icials  to  electroni -
cally transfer funds to be 
invested for the district: 
Business Manager and 
Payroll Clerk

f. Signature Approvals
Authorize the Superin-

tendent and the Business 
Manager to execute agree-
ments and/or financial 
documents as necessary on 
behalf  of  the Staples-Mot-
ley School District. MC

Motion by Frisk, sec-
onded by Longbella, to 
change the board meet-
ing time to 6:00 p.m. for all 
meetings.

Motion  by Winkels, 
seconded by Longbella, to 
approve the 2019 meeting 
schedule with additional 
meetings to be scheduled 
as needed. MC 

Regular meetings will 
be held the second to the 
last Monday of  each month 
at 6:00 p.m. with a school 
/public forum first on the 
agenda if  someone would 
like to address the board 
on any topic, subject to the 
limitations of  policy #206 
. If  the second to the last 
Monday is a holiday, meet-
ings will be scheduled 
the following day (Jan. 
and Feb). The December 
meeting will be the third 
Monday of  the month. 

Work Sessions will be 
held the first Monday of  
each month at 6:00 p.m. 
(with the exception of  
Sept).

All Work Sessions may 
be followed by a regular 
board meeting as needed.

Other meetings may be 
called as needed. 

All meetings will be 
held in the building of  the 
District Office.

Set school board sala-
ries for 2019. (Current 
salary $3,278.64)

Motion  by Freeman, 
seconded by Lund, to set 
the School Board salary 
at $3,377.00 (three per-
cent (3%) increase) for 
the period of  Jan. 1, 2019 
through Dec. 31,  2019. 
Voting in favor: Freeman, 
Lund, Winkels, Frisk and 
Anderson. Opposed: Long-
bella MC 

Facility Project 
Discussion and 

Direction
Supt. Bratlie asked the 

Board to establish direc-
tion so planning can move 
forward on a one (1) build-
ing or two (2) building sce-
nario. 

Each board member 
stated their views, but the 
consensus was that they 
needed further informa-
tion on what one building 
or two buildings would 
actually look like, and if  
a remodel project at the 
HS and elementary site 

could provide the space 
needed and if  educational 
adequacies could be meet. 
They also questioned the 
May election timeline and 
if  that gives the district 
enough time to educate 
the public on the district’s 
needs. Administration and 
Nexus will present at the 
next meeting, Jan. 9.  

Adjournment
Motion by Frisk, sec-

onded by Anderson, to 
adjourn the meeting. MC 
                                         5pnc

SPECIAL SCHOOL 
BOARD MEETING #16 
Weds., Jan. 9, 2019
High School Media 

Center
MINUTES

Call to Order
The meeting was called 

to order with Lund, Free-
man, Anderson, Frisk, 
Winkels and Longbella 
present (comprising a 
quorum). Also present: 
Supt. Bratlie; Principals 
Johnson, Schmidt and 
Regan; Nexus Solutions, 
Brown and Jones; WSN, 
Angland; approximately 
30 staff, students and com-
munity members; Staples 
World Editor, Anderson; 
and Recording Secretary, 
Madson. 

The Pledge of  Alle-
giance was recited. 

Motion by Frisk, sec-
onded by Longbella, to 
adopt the agenda as pre-
sented. 

BUILD 2170 Facilities 
Discussion / Direction

Lund stated that the 
group would be presented 
info., all questions would 
be answered, and the board 
would be asked to take a 
“straw” vote at the conclu-
sion of  the meeting. The 
vote would indicate if  the 
district would move for-
ward with one (1) building 
or two (2) buildings (Pre K 
- 6 and 7 - 12) 

Ro b  B r o w n ,  B r e n t 
Jones and Mike Angland 
reviewed some aspects of  
the community survey and 
better explained the tax 
tolerance of  the district as 
well as showing past voting 
history within the district. 
They reiterated that the 
design phase will come 
later and these drawings 
are conceptual. They also 
felt some costs could be 
trimmed from the amounts 
presented. 

• 1 building cost approx.. 
$71 million

• 2 buildings
  - PreK - 6  additions and 

remodel approx. $23 mil-
lion

  - 7 - 12  additions and 
remodel approx. $28 mil-
lion

Upon being asked to 
take a straw (unofficial) 
vote, Longbella, Freeman, 
Lund and Frisk raised 
their hands in favor of  two 
buildings. Anderson and 
Winkels abstained. An offi-
cial motion and vote will be 
taken on January 22 at the 
Regular Board Meeting.  

The Special Meeting 
scheduled for Jan. 16 was 
cancelled because there 
would not be a quorum. 

Adjourn 
Motion  by Winkels, 

seconded by Longbella, to 
adjourn the meeting. MC 
                                        5pnc
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opportunit ies to jo in our team

Help Us Build Strong Communities
As a family owned company, Duininck, Inc. understands that people come 
fi rst. We hire the best in the fi eld and we are committed to providing our 
employees with opportunities to grow in their jobs. We take pride in our 
many long term employees who have chosen Duininck, Inc Minnesota for 
their careers.

CURRENT OPENINGS AT DUININCK, INC.

Paving the way to your 
new career...

SPICER, MN
• Business Administration
• Utility Laborer / Operator 
• Dozer / Loader Operator
• Asphalt / Paving Dumpman
• Asphalt / Paving Crew Lead
• Asphalt / Paving Utility
• Crusher Operator
• Field Technician
• Semi / Tridem / Lowboy / 
 Side & Belly Dump Driver
• Bridge Crew Lead
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• Estimator / Contract Manager 
 - Commercial / Private
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• Underground Crew Lead 
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• Semi / Tridem / Lowboy / 
 Side & Belly Dump Driver
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• Grading Equipment Operators
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• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 
DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTO

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/inter net. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.

cl
25

tfc

PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
9-

12
c

cl
32

tfc

Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
39

tfc

Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 218-820-1883 (cell)

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts

Small Engine Repair

218-894-1080
Staples Ace Hardware
Sales-Service-Repair

Authorized.....
Stihl, MTD, Murray, Scag, 
Briggs & Stratton, Poulan

SW
 2

01
9 

w
k.

#
4

SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

Dr. Peter Brenny
Dentist

218-894-2755
212 4th St. NE, Staples

•Staples only 
resident Dentist!

•Staples most 
experienced Dentist!

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

classif. weekly folder on public: 2019 SD changed wk#4   6X13.5”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 

Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

27193 N10-11

Registered Representatives for securities and investment advisory services offered 
through Thrivent Investment Management Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.

Robert M Mueller, FIC
Financial Associate
209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161
Toll-free 888-602-4942

27193 N10-11

Registered Representatives for securities and investment advisory services offered 
through Thrivent Investment Management Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.

Robert M Mueller, FIC
Financial Associate
209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161
Toll-free 888-602-4942

27193 N10-11

Registered Representatives for securities and investment advisory services offered 
through Thrivent Investment Management Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.

Robert M Mueller, FIC
Financial Associate
209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161
Toll-free 888-602-4942

Robert M Mueller, FIC
Financial Associate
209 4th St. NE
Staples, MN. 56479
218-894-2161
Toll-Free 888-602-4942

20328  R3-14

Insurance products issued or offered by Thrivent Financial, the marketing name for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, 
Appleton, WI. Not all products are available in all states. Securities and investment advisory services are offered 
through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55415, a FINRA and SIPC 
member and a wholly owned subsidiary of Thrivent. Thrivent Financial representatives are registered representatives 
of Thrivent Investment Management Inc. They are also licensed insurance agents/producers of Thrivent. 
For additional important information, visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.

Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota
Thrivent.com • 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836)

WHATEVER YOUR FINANCIAL GOALS ...

We’ll help you reach them.
Thrivent Financial offers a full range of products 
and services to help you achieve financial 
security, including: 

• Life insurance
• Mutual funds
• Health insurance

• Annuities
• Retirement options

We’ll create a financial strategy that reflects your goals 
and values.  

Robert M Mueller 
CLTC®, FIC  
Financial Consultant 
209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479 
Office: 218-894-2161  
Toll free: 888-602-4942 

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
  •Septic tank pumping & cleaning
    •Camera inspection

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you

Daniel Douts, Ins. Agency • Daniel Douts, Agent 
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

218-894-1717 Staples, MN

Rudy Bjerga
SEWER SERVICE
*Design & Installation

*Water Lines
218-640-1549

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

Anderson Septic Service

Licensed   Bonded   Insured

Like us on facebook

Local Service • Local Pricing 
andersonsepticservice@gmail.com
218-296-2835

Yard Friendly Truck
Licensed   Bonded   Insured

Staples • Motley • Pillager
ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

Mixed
Firewood

By the bundle 
or by the truckload.

8 foot lengths 
or processed

Enberg
Logging

Motley, MN  56466

218-352-6175218-296-2201
Bryan
Reese

Sportsmans 
Plumbing-Heating-A/C, LLC

Clayton Hageman
218-831-8720

24 Hour Emergency Service

Not A Problem Electric LLC
320-248-7185

Owner Todd Krajsa Master Electrican
Licensed bonded and insured

32315 70th Ave. Cushing
Contracor License # EA739776

tkrajsa@yahoo.com

DEADLINES
Newspaper deadline for copy 

and advertising: 12 noon Fridays

T h e  T o d d  C o u n t y 
Sheriff’s Officer recently 
reported the following inci-
dents:

Jan. 23, 5:49 p.m. the 
Sheriff’s Office responded 
to a two vehicle crash on 
Cty 11 near 286th St. Janet 
Holmquist of  Clarissa was 
traveling northbound on 
Cty 11 when she rear-ended 
a tractor driven by Doug-
las Brackin of  Alexan-
dria. Both Holmquist and 
Brackin were transported 
by ambulance to the Long 
Prairie Hospital for minor 
injuries. Holmquist’s 2001 
Jeep was totaled, the trac-
tor received moderate 
damage. Assisting were 
Browerville Fire Depart-
ment, Browerville Ambu-
lance and Long Prairie 
Ambulance.

Jan. 22, a fish house 
break-in was reported 
on Fairy Lake. The rear 
window was broken out of  
a 16 foot white Ice Castle 
fish house and a smaller 
flat screen TV was taken.

A total of  seven fish 
houses were reported to be 
damaged or broken into on 
Fairy Lake.

Jan. 22, Alexis Kizer 
of  Burtrum was driving 
a 1997 Chevy Blazer east 
on Cty Rd 2 south of  Grey 
Eagle when she lost con-
trol due to the snow on the 
road. The vehicle entered 
the ditch and rolled on its 
side. Kizer was not injured. 
Grey Eagle fire assisted at 
the scene.

Jan. 21, TCSO received 
a report of  an SUV in the 

ditch near the address of  
42001 Quarry Rd. It was 
reported that the driver 
was acting strange. Upon 
investigation by TCSO 
deputies the driver was 
identified as Sasha Wojtow-
icz, 28, of  Bertha. Wojtow-
icz was later arrested and 
held pending formal DWI 
and Controlled Substance 
charges.

Jan. 14, 2019: At 06:33 
a.m., Cecelia Ruegemer of  
rural Browerville was driv-
ing her 2001 GMC blazer 
south on Cty Rd 21 near Cty 
Rd 24 when she lost control 
due to the ice on the road 
and ran into the east ditch. 
Ruegemer was not injured.

Jan. 12, 12:58 p.m., Chris-
tian Payne reported a 
vehicle fire at 18645 Cty Rd 
11, A 1997 Chevy truck had 
caught fire in the yard after 
it was parked. The truck 
was being driven around 
the yard and worked on at 
the time. Long Prairie Fire 
Department assisted at the 
scene.

Jan. 7, Mark Nedoroscik 
of  Browerville, reported 
that his vehicle had been 
involved in a hit and run 
accident. The 2007 Chev-
rolet Cobalt had been 
struck in the front end 
while parked on the street 
outside of  his residence. 
Anyone with information 
is encouraged to contact 
the Todd County Sheriff’s 
Office at 320-732-2157.

Jan. 6, 5:14 a.m., a Todd 
County Sheriff’s Patrol 
vehicle struck a deer on 
US Highway 71, near mile 

marker 214. The deputy 
was not injured. The  2013 
Chevy Tahoe sustained 
front end damage.

Dec. 31, 2018, Robert Ger-
aets reported that someone 
had backed into his 2018 
blue Chevy truck while  
parked in Browerville that 
day, possibly near the post 
office or in the Cherry 
Grove store lot.

Dec. 30, 1:07 p.m., Alexis 
Brainard of  Long Prai-
rie reported hitting a dog 
on Hwy 27 near Circle R 
Ranch. Brainard was not 
injured. The 2003 Pontiac 
Bonneville she was driv-
ing sustained front end 
damage. The dog, owned 
by Jack McCoy, did not sur-
vive the crash.

Dec. 30, 9:10 a.m. Mat-
thew Hass of  rural Osakis 
was riding a snowmobile in 
the ditch on Cty Rd 4 west 
of  Cty Rd 11, when he lost 
control and the machine 
rolled. Hass injured his 
arm and was taken to the 
the Sauk Centre hospital 
by private party.

Dec. 30, the theft of  a 
portable fish house was 
reported on Big Lake east 
of  Browerville. The house 
was a 4x8 homemade por-
table, blue material and 2x4 
wood floor.

  Dec. 29, at approxi-
mately 3:47 p.m, Travis 
Winter of  rural Eagle Bend 
reported a house fire at 
18239 290th St, rural Cla-
rissa. The Clarissa Fire 
Department extinguished 
the fire with the assistance 
of  the Browerville Fire 

Department. The Sabin 
Adams family was not 
home at the time of  the 
fire. Their two dogs did not 
survive the incident. Todd 
Wadena Electric assisted at 
the scene.

Dec. 27, 6:23 p.m. the Todd 
County Sheriff’s Office 
and Long Prairie Police 
Department responded to 
a car -vs- semi accident 
on Hwy 71 and MN Fresh 
in Long Prairie. Jose Bur-
ciaga of  Long Prairie was 
attempting to head South 
on Hwy 71 out of  the MN 
Fresh parking lot when he 
collided with a semi grain 
trailer, driven by Thomas 
Henrich. There were ice 
conditions reported at the 
time of  the incident. Jose’s 
car had front end damage. 
Neither the semi or trailer 
had any reported damage. 
There were no injuries..

Dec. 26, approximately 
8:38 p.m. August Langs-
eth, Staples, was traveling 
south on Cty Rd 21 in Ward 
Township when his vehicle 
left the roadway and hit a 
tree. The vehicle sustained 
major front end damage. 
Langseth sustained inju-
ries and was transported 
to the hospital.

Dec. 26, the Todd County 
Sherif f ’s  Of fice inves-
tigated a burglary that 
occurred at Happy Hoard-
ers Storage on County 2 in 
Grey Eagle. Multiple items 
were taken from multiple 
units. Anyone with infor-
mation on this burglary 
can contact  the Todd 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Todd County Sheriff’s report

More than 30 students 
from across Region 5 will 
take the stage at Source-
well on Tuesday, Feb. 19 for 
the 2019 Regional Spelling 
Bee. The event is free and 
open to the public.

The group of  participat-
ing spellers is comprised of  
students in grades 3-8 who 
were a finalist or cham-
pion in their respective 
district. The Regional Bee 
Champion earns a trip to 
the Scripps National Spell-
ing Bee in Washington D.C., 
May 26-31, 2019. Sourcewell 
will cover all costs for the 
speller plus one parent or 
guardian.

Sourcewell (formerly 
National Joint Powers Alli-
ance) has sponsored the 
Regional Bee for over 25 
years. The event was held 
at Tornstrom Auditorium 
in Brainerd for many years 

and made the switch to 
Sourcewell’s Staples loca-
tion for the first time in 
2017.

“Student success is a pri-
ority at Sourcewell, so it 
goes without saying that we 
are humbled and honored 
to be part of  this annual 
event,” said Sourcewell 
Student Academic Coor-
dinator Katie Embree. “In 
today’s age of  social media, 
increased use of  abbrevia-
tions, and a reliance upon 
spellcheck, spelling skills 
are often overlooked. This 
event provides an opportu-
nity to highlight not only 
the importance of  spelling, 
but also the students who 
excel at it.”

For more information 
about the Regional Bee and 
other academic program-
ming, visit www.source-
well-mn.gov.

Regional 
Spelling Bee 
Feb. 19 at 
Sourcewell



The publishers liability for errors in an advertisement or for failure to 
publish the ad shall be limited to publishing the ad in a subsequent issue 
or for the refund of any monies paid for an ad not run (and out of date for 
subsequent issues) providing the advertiser reports the error or omission 
immediately after it occurs.

All advertising copy is subject to the approval of the general manager. 
We will not accept ads from anyone with a past due account.

Regarding sex or age preference in help wanted advertising in accor-
dance with the rules adopted by the Civil Rights Commission, the Staples 
World, Sunday Square Shooter and Heartland Market cannot accept help 
wanted advertising copy which in any way expresses a sex or age prefer-
ence on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement unless the 
advertiser files an affidavit with the newspaper justifying the sex or age 
preference on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement.

All real estate and rental advertising in these publications is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which made it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin or any intention to make any such preference limi-
tation or discrimination.” These publications will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate or rental which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.
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HEARTLAND MARKET
Display ads: $12.00 (per col. inch)

Classified Reader $9.30 first 25 words; 
additional 35¢ each word (one week)

Auction Directory = 
$3 per line; $15 minimum.

Inserts = $65 per thousand 
* Color rates available.

Heartland Market deadline: 5 p.m. Wednesday.
Reaching over 20,585 homes; 

DISTRIBUTED in these paid NEWSPAPERS: Staples World; 
Barnesville Record-Review; Battle Lake Review;

Clay County Union of Ulen; Northwoods Press, Nevis;
Eagle Bend/ Bertha/ Clarissa Independent News Herald; 

Hawley Herald; Henning Citizens Advocate;
Long Prairie Leader; Parkers Prairie Independent; 

Sebeka/Menahga Review Messenger; Verndale Sun.

Please mail completed form and check payment to:
Staples World, Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______ 

Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $9.85 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 25¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $25.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 25¢ = _______
 Add $5 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED _______
 indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized

 Add $10 for Blind Box _______
 TOTAL enclosed 
_______ 
“Card of Thanks” and “In Memoriam” are 20¢ per word with no mini-
mum. Number of words ____ x 20¢ = _______ 
 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors brought 

to our attention after the second publication. 
We are not responsible for errors due to 

illegible copy or missing punctuation. 

Name ____________________ Phone _________________

Address  ________________________________________

City ___________________ State ____  Zip ____________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

Central Todd County Care Center

RN/LPN 
position available

We are in search of someone who is looking for a rewarding job
in the Nursing field. Full-time night/ evening shift nurse

 (including every other weekend and holiday).
SIGN ON BONUS: $2,000 FOR FULL-TIME 

Must be a TEAM player and possess a special interest in working 
with Long Term Care residents, families, and visitors.

CTCCC offers a wide variety of benefits 
and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Contact Amanda Rickbeil: arickbeil@ctcccinc.com 
or call 218-756-3636 ext. 12

Pick up an application in the Business Office during business 
hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Or after hours at the Nurse’s Station.
Central todd County Care Center is loCated in Clarissa, Mn.

cl51tfc

Place your Classified Ad 
for only $800/wk.

Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat in the weekend

taples orldS W
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y

Both publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DeaDline:  5 p.m. Monday

 $985
/wk.

Your ad will appear Thursday in the

and Saturday in the  

Deadline: Friday at Noon

Feb. 16, 2019
Red and Black Angus 80 Bulls - Yrling and 2 yr. old

70 Females  - Bred and Open (Reg. and Com.)
Call, text or email for catalog

www.nordlundstockfarm.com
nordlundstockfarm@gvtel.com

701-799-1613

Nordlund Stock Farm, LLC.

22nd Annual Production Sale, Clearbrook, MN

cl4-7p

Pullman
Townhomes

3 bedroom
$1,100 per month 

2 bedroom
$950 per month

Rent includes:
Double attached 

garage, heat, water, 
sewer and trash

218-296-1247
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Feeling left out 
Warm up to a new career at Lakewood!

lakewoodhealthsystem.com. lakewoodhealthsystem.com.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley MN.
is now accepting 

applications for FUTURE 
2-3 bedroom apartments

Laundry facilities 
available on site. 

garage included with 
apartment. All utilities paid. 

Applications are available at:
956 Hwy 10 S., Motley

An Equal Housing Opportunity

For information and 
  qualifications 

   contact Nicole at 
218-751-6881

                                     Week of January 27, 2019             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

RAW (COOPERSTOWN, ND) 
Full-time traveling Commercial Applica-
tors for railroad vegetation control, 60-80 
hours/week, competitive wage and ben-
e ts, plus meal allowance, paid lodging. 
888/700-0292 info@rawapplicators.com
w w w . r a w a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m

 
BRINKS 104 CLUB 

is hiring a kitchen manager to lead our 
team. Looking for an advancement 
opportunity? Call 320/366-3499 or 
send resume to bahonny@yahoo.com

FREON R12 WANTED: 
Certi ed buyer will pay CA$H for R12 
cylinders or cases of cans. 312/291-9169; 
w w w . r e f r i g e r a n t f i n d e r s . c o m

IF YOU OR 
a loved one were diagnosed with 
Ovarian Cancer or Mesothelioma 
after use of Talcum products such as 
Baby Powder or Shower to Shower, 
you may be entitled to compensation. 
contact Charles H. Johnson 800/535-5727

PROTECT AGAINST 
SOYBEAN WHITE MOLD IN 2019! 

Ask your soybean dealer for 
Heads Up Seed Treatment. 
Local, grower driven data available. 
www.headsupST.com or 866/368-9306

A PLACE FOR MOM 
The nation’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our trusted, 
local experts today! Our service is 
free, no obligation. Call 844/347-2104

SAVE ON YOUR 
NEXT PRESCRIPTION 

World Health Link. Price match 
guarantee! Prescriptions required. 
CIPA certi ed. Over 1,500 medica-
tions available. Call today for a free 
price quote. 866/237-5131 Call now!

START SAVING BIG 
ON MEDICATIONS 

Up To 90% Savings from 
90DAYMEDS! Over 3,500 Medica-
tions available! Prescriptions req’d. 
Pharmacy checker approved. Call 
today for Your free quote 844/209-2877

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

DISH NETWORK $69.99 
for 190 channels. Add high speed 
internet for only $14.95/month. Best 
technology. Best value. Smart HD 
DVR included. Free installation. Some 
restrictions apply. Call 855/562-4309

MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY OR TRADE

MISCELLANEOUS

EMPLOYMENT

HEALTH

SEED/FEED/GRAINS

HELP WANTED Pinecrest Townhomes
Staples

Up coming
• 2 bedrooom

Units
Certain income restrictions 
apply.  Section 8 welcome. 

 For more information 
contact Rhea at

 D. W. Jones 
Management , Inc. 

 218-366-6732 or email 
Rheap@dwjonesmanagement.com 

Minnesota Relay 
        System 711, or (800)627-3529 
               Equal Housing opportunity

SERVICES & 
EMPLOYMENT 

205
Help Wanted 

208
Storage

209

Business 
Services

Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day 
service, Staples True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
                                         26tfc

 FOR SALE
             301 

Good Things 
To Eat

FRESH EGGS, call Bet-
ty, 218-894-1145, 22179 Co. 
Rd. 2, Verndale. 
4-6p

309
Miscellaneous
PLAT BOOKS AVAIL-

ABLE IN COLOR: Todd, 
Morrison, Crow Wing and 
Wadena counties, $40 plus 
$2.95 tax. Staples World Of-
fi ce.                                   5tfx

WANTED TO 
BUY
501

Miscellaneous

FREE DROP OFF: Mi-
crowaves, Air Condition-
ers, Water Heaters, Gas 
Grills, Propane Tanks, 
Furnaces, Lawn Mowers, 
Refrigerators, Freezers, 
Washers, Dryers, Misc. 
Iron and Scrap. Christ-
mas Tree Lights. WE BUY 
CANS AND BATTERIES. 
NO: TV's, Electronics, Mat-
tresses, Tires, Household 
trash. Call for information: 
218-639-0150. Card Auto, 
27593 Todd Line Rd, Sta-
ples.                                36tfc

WANTED TO BUY: 
JUNK CARS & TRUCKS. 
218-639-5509.                50-4p

REAL ESTATE
602

Apartments 
for Rent

Studio.  Heat,  water 
furnished. $475/mo. Se-
curity deposit, reference 
required. non smoking, 
no pets. Ken 218-894-3891, 
Gregg 763-772-2902.      3-5p

STAPLES: Downtown, 
1 - 2 bdrm., recently remod-
eled, NO pets, non smok-
ing, 218-894-3108.            6tfc

Staples World4b Thursday, October 22, 2009

Please mail completed form and payment to:
Staples World, Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______ 

Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $7.25 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $16.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______
 Add $3 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED _______
 indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized

 Add $10 for Blind Box _______
 TOTAL enclosed _______ 

“Card of Thanks” and “In Memoriam” are 20¢ per word with 
no minimum. Number of words ____ x 20¢ = _______ 
 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors 

brought to our attention after the second 
publication. We are not responsible for errors due 

to illegible copy or missing punctuation. 

Name ____________________ Phone ______________

Address  ______________________________________

City ___________________ State ____  Zip _________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

Classifications

Place your Classified Ad 
for only $725/wk.

Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat Sunday in the

taples orldS W
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Both publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DEADLINE:  5 p.m. Monday

The publishers liability for errors in an advertisement or for failure to 
publish the ad shall be limited to publishing the ad in a subsequent issue 
or for the refund of any monies paid for an ad not run (and out of date for 
subsequent issues) providing the advertiser reports the error or omission 
immediately after it occurs.

All advertising copy is subject to the approval of the general manager. 
We will not accept ads from anyone with a past due account.

Regarding sex or age preference in help wanted advertising in accor-
dance with the rules adopted by the Civil Rights Commission, the Staples 
World, Sunday Square Shooter and Heartland Market cannot accept help 
wanted advertising copy which in any way expresses a sex or age prefer-
ence on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement unless the 
advertiser files an affidavit with the newspaper justifying the sex or age 
preference on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement.

All real estate and rental advertising in these publications is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which made it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin or any intention to make any such preference limi-
tation or discrimination.” These publications will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate or rental which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

The Fine Print

lassifiedsC
NOTICES

101

Card of Thanks
We wish to thank all 

who made our 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary so mem-
orable. Special thanks 
to Father Scott for his 
prayers and blessing. To 
all of  our children, grand-
children,  g reat -g rand-
children and our friends 
for their cards and phone 
calls. God bless all of  you.
 Ken and Kathy 
 Richardson
 41p

103
Lost and Found

FOUND: after Firearm 
Safety Field Day, Oct. 10, 
black/grey fur bomber hat 
and camo shooting gloves, 
green wool gloves, black 
gloves/grey trim, pair of  
prescription glasses/dark 
frame. To pick up call Ham-
bergs Auto Repair at 218-
894-2255. All items will be 
donated after Oct. 31. 41x

106
Personals

WANTED: Female com-
panion, active, sense of  hu-
mor, likes sports, movies, 
dining out. Write and in-
clude phone #, P.O. Box 72, 
Staples, MN 56479. If  you 
have responded–Send 
again, as the Post Offi ce 
forgot to put a name on 
box No. 72.  34-43p

49 yr.  old Brainerd 
man, looking for 35-50 yr. 
old woman. 218-838-4110.
 41-43p

SERVICES & 
EMPLOYMENT

202
Childcare 
Providers

KIDS KOUNTRY KAS-
TLE now has infant, tod-
dler and pre-school open-
ings. A lot of  pre-school 
activities scheduled indoor 
and outside, 27 years of  ex-
perience, training includ-
ing CPR and First Aid. On 
PCI food program and have 
a daily assistant. This is a 
loving, nurturing environ-
ment located in the safety 
and security of  the coun-
try. Call Deb at 218-894-2103.
 40-43p

N E W  DAY  C A R E 
NOW OPEN - BUSY BEE 
CHILD CARE: Calm, fun, 
loving home close to 3M in 
Staples. Nutritious meals 
(including homemade baby 
food), have structured and 
free play that focuses on 
their development. All ages 
welcome. Call Susannah @ 
218-296-1752. 41-44p

205
Help Wanted

MYSTERY SHOPPERS 
Earn up to $100/day. Under-
cover shoppers needed, to 
judge retail and dining es-
tablishments. Experience 
not required. 888-727-0603.
 40-43p

WANTED:  Good par-
ents who want to become 
even better parents. Join 
us at our free Circle of  Par-
ents group each Monday 
evening, from 6:30-8 p.m. 
in the Staples Elementary 
School Library. Free child-
care. For more information, 
call Bob at 218-640-7035. 41p

The Wadena County 
Highway Department is 
taking applications to cre-
ate an eligibility list for 
possible future hiring of  
individuals to fill Main-
tenance Worker III posi-
tions in the Maintenance 
Division. This is a FT per-
manent position within 
the department. The pri-
mary role of  this position 
is to safely perform gener-
al road and bridge mainte-
nance activities in variable 
work environments. Gen-
eral maintenance activi-
ties shall include but not 
be limited to truck driv-
ing for snow removal and 
ice control, crack sealing, 
crack and pothole filling, 
roadside vegetation con-
trol, gravel shouldering, 
road re-graveling, culvert 
installation, sign main-
tenance light and heavy 
equipment operation, as-
sisting in routine servic-
ing and maintenance of  
equipment and trucks, 
and working with hand 
and shop tools. Qualifi ca-
tions: The requirements 
for this position are: High 
school diploma - CDL driv-
er license. Compensation: 
this position is a Grade 51 
with a pay range of  $13.24 - 
$19.04 per hour. The actual 
pay will be dependant on 
the individual’s skills and 
experience. Applications 
can be obtained and re-
turned to the County Af-
firmative Action Officer 
located in the Auditor’s Of-
fi ce of  the Wadena County 
Courthouse, 415 S. Jeffer-
son Street, Wadena, MN 
56482. hone: 218-631-7650. 
Applications must be re-
ceived by 4 p.m. on Fri-
day, October 30, 2009. 
 39-42c

207
Equipment for 

Rent

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

 Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day 
service, Miller True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
 38tfc

ACE IN THE HOLE 
S T U M P  G R I N D I N G. 
Clean up available. Call 
mark Kobliska for free esti-
mates. 218-820-3809, fully 
insured and satisfaction 
guaranteed.  37-42p                                    

HANDYMAN WORK: 
Snowplowing, landscaping, 
skidloader work, stump 
and brush removal and 
carpentry work.218-296-
2213, Matt. 39-44p

 FOR SALE
301

Good Things to 
Eat

PUMPKINS $2/each. 
218-894-3207. 40-42p

303
Hay, Feed, Seed

O C T O B E R  S P E -
C I A L S  a t  B J E RG A 
FEED STORES in Brain-
erd, Motley, Pine River 
and Little Falls. 10% dis-
count on all Silver Star, 
gates, panels and bale 
feeders during October.
 39-41c

50 sq bales (2nd cutting) 
alfalfa, $4. 100 bales mixed 
alfalfa/oats for horses $3. 
ALSO: Lorentz mixer mill 
$1,000. 218-894-1298. 39-42p

5x5 round bales grass/
alfalfa, $40/bale ALSO: 
small sq bales grass/hay 
and straw. 218-575-2899. 
 39-41p

Wheat and Rye straw in 
big round bales. 218-270-
0289. 40-42p

Oats straw, small bales, 
stored inside. $2.40/bale. 
Gerald Lenk, 218-894-1682. 
 40-42p

Briggs Hard Red Spring 
Wheat, approx.  180-200 bu.; 
ALSO:  2-machinist tables. 
Feeder pigs. Eggs, $1.50/
doz. 218-894-1145. 40-42p

304
Livestock

DD RANCH - Leader 
AQHA Palomino stallion, 
book now for 2010 and save 
$! Boarding, training, les-
sons (trail/arena). Horses/
saddles for sale/trade? 218-
839-0856. 38-40p

Six cows, 2 heifers, open 
red/black Angus cross. 
Healthy, hefty all natural, 
calm. 218-397-2525. 39-41p

306
Sporting Goods

300 Windchester Magum 
Model 70/scope, like new, 
$650. 218-352-6618. 41p

307
Household

Scratch and dent ap-
pliances. Energy star ap-
pliances. ComfortZone 
infared heaters. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall. 320-749-2736.       41-43p

309
Miscellaneous
TREE-RIPENED AP-

PLES - SPRAY FREE 5 va-
rieties including Honey 
Crisp, pies, jellies and cara-
mel apples. Carmel Apple 
Orchard, 26144 State 210, 
2.7 mi. west of  Staples. 12-6 
p.m. daily. 38-41p

Simplicity walk behind 
snowthrowers. No pay-
ments until Feb. 15, 2011 
to qualified buyers. Used 
snowthrowers. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall, 320-749-2736. 41-43p

VEHICLES
401

Automobiles
1996 Merc. Sable, 240,000 

mi., runs great despite a 
few nicks. First $500 takes. 
218-575-2845. 40-42x

2002, Chevy Venture, 
runs good,  new tires, 
$4,000/BO. 218-894-0143. 
 41-43p

402
Trucks/Vans

1995 S-Blazer, 4x4, 4dr, 
$1,495; 1988 F150, 2wd, $895; 
1985 Ranger, 4x4, $695. 218-
894-3487, dealer. 41p

Solid Waste Lead Supervisor Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Lead Supervisor position.
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, ability 
to work well with others in a supervisory capacity as well as be able 
to meet the public in a friendly and professional manner, must have a 
valid Commercial Driver’s License, must have a minimum of two years 
of computer experience involving Microsoft Word and Microsoft Excel, 
must have the ability to quickly comprehend new computer software as 
needed. Must be able to handle accounts payable and accounts receivable 
for Transfer Station/Demolition Landll, must do the billing for the 
MSW Haulers/PRRF, must handle all bookkeeping for Transfer Station/
Demolition Landll, must handle all special assessments for Solid Waste, 
must handle all spreadsheet maintenance. Must have the ability to obtain 
Household Hazardous Waste certication within 6 months, must have 
the ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from the MN Pollution 
Control Agency, must be physically able to lift a minimum of 50 pounds, 
and have the physical capability to withstand manual labor tasks for 
extended periods of time. 
 Position status: non-union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours 
per week, Grade 51, Step 1, $13.24 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482.  Telephone number: (218) 631-7650.
Resumes will be considered only if accompanied 

by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Monuments
contact

Diane M. Hahn
Verndale, MN
218-445-5685 

cell 218-640-2341

Black granite on SALE!
Fergus Falls

Monument Company

cl32tfc
Avoid

Event Conflicts
Check the Events 
Calendar online at 

www.staplesworld.com
 Submit events to
 dtimbs@staplesworld.com

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS
Central Todd County Care Center,

in Clarissa, MN
has openings for Day, Evening & Night CNA 

Applicants must be 16 years of age or older and 
have CNA certication or be participating in CNA training.

CTCCC offers a wide variety of benets and 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

 May apply in the business ofce or pick up an 
application after ofce hours at the nurses’ station.
If you are interested in becoming part of our team, 

please call (218) 756-3636.
cl40-41c

Solid Waste Attendant Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Attendant. 
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, 2 
consecutive years experience as a heavy equipment operator within the 
last 4 years, Class A CDL, computer experience involving Microsoft 
Word and Microsoft Excel, ability to comprehend new computer 
software as needed, ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from 
the MN Pollution Control Agency, physically able to lift a minimum of 
50 pounds, ability to work well with the public and others. 
 Preferred qualications: knowledgeable in repair of small engines, 
some carpentry experience, some welding experience, good working 
knowledge of pumps and pump maintenance is also preferred. 
 Position status: Union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours per 
week; Grade 49, Step 1, $10.98 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482. Telephone number: (218) 631-7650. 
Resumes will be considered only if 

accompanied by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Long-Term Substitute 
K-6 Elementary Instructor
The Verndale Public School has an opening for a 

Long Term Substitute K-6 Elementary Instructor. This position 
requires a current MN Department of Ed. teaching license. 

Applications are available on the Verndale School website 
http.//www.verndale.k12.mn.us/ or in the District office.

Interested individuals are to submit a letter of application, resumé, 
copy of MN teaching license and college credentials to:

Superintendent Paul Brownlow
Verndale Public School, 411 SW Brown Street, 
Verndale, MN 56481. Phone: 218-445-5184.

POSITION WILL BE OPEN UNTIL FILLED. 
Application deadline is Friday, October 30, 2009
“Verndale Public School is an Equal Opportunity Employer”

cl40-41c

Y O U R  H O M E  F O R  H E A L T H C A R E

Lakewood Health System 
is seeking candidates for the following positions: 

TENANT CARE COORDINATOR- RN
Assisted Living- Lakewood Pines/ Manor
FT; 64 hours/ pay period
Primarily day shifts; weekends involved
Current MN RN Licensure required
Candidates with previous experience preferred
Deadline:  October 27, 2009

RESPIRATORY THERAPIST
FT; 80 hours/ pay period
Variable hours and shifts; Possible weekends
CRT OR RRT credentials required
BLS/ ACLS required
Deadline:  November 2, 2009

As a growing health care system, we offer our employees 
a positive work environment, competitive pay and benefits. 

Please visit our web site at:
 www.lakewoodhealthsystem.com for details and to apply on-line.

AA/EOE

cl
42

c

THINKING ABOUT BUYING A 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
The Staples World and the 
Federal Trade Commisssion, the 
nation’s consumer protection 
agency, say investigate before 
you invest. Visit ftc.gov/bizopps 
to learn how to tell a real deal 
from a raw deal.

Miller True Value

Open 7 Days
Staples, MN   218-894-3263

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

FOR RENT

For all your paint and
wall covering needs.

Open
M-F, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m. - Noon    

CALL FOR FREE 
ESTIMATES

218-894-1551
Hwy. 10 West
Staples, MN

See US for ALL your 
carpeting needs.

JAPKE
DECORATING
Painting and Paper Hanging

Central Todd County Care Center
is seeking 

Certified Nursing Assistants 
We are in search of someone who is looking for a rewarding job in 
the Nursing field. Evening and Night shifts now available for CNAs. 
Must be a TEAM player and possess a special interest in working 

with Long Term Care  residents, families, and visitors.
CTCCC offers a wide variety of benefits 
and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Contact Amanda Rickbeil, arickbeil@ctcccinc.com 
or call 218-756-3636 ext. 12 

Pick up an application in the Business Office, 
or after hours at the Nurse’s Station. 

Business Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Central todd County Care Center is loCated in Clarissa, Mn.

EOE

cl26tfc

FULL-TIME EMPLOYMENT
Todd-Wadena Community Corrections 
seeks one full-time Corrections Agent

 Todd-Wadena Community Corrections seeks one full-time Correc-
tions Agent. This position supervises juveniles and adults, and includes 
investigative report writing, collaboration with other agencies, utilization 
of evidence-based practices, and other responsibilities. The home office for 
this position is Long Prairie, but travel between both counties is required. 
Successful applicant must be highly organized, efficient, and demonstrate 
strong written and verbal communication skills. Minimum qualifications 
include Bachelor’s Degree in Corrections, Criminal Justice, Criminology, 
Counseling Psychology, Education, Law, Law Enforcement, Psychology, 
Social Work, Sociology or a Human Services related field; successful com-
pletion of a 400 hour internship or volunteer/paid experience as a Correc-
tions Agent or Security Caseworker; valid MN driver’s license and auto in-
surance; and reliable transportation. Must pass agency background check 
requirements prior to employment. Convictions, continuances or stays for 
crimes other than minor traffic offenses may disqualify the applicant from 
being hired. Starting salary range is $20.91 - $31.41 per hour.

Contact Katherine Langer at 320-732-6165 or 
kathy.langer@co.todd.mn.us for an application packet. 

Submit cover letter, resumé and completed application to 
Katherine Langer, Director, Todd-Wadena Community 

Corrections, 221 First Avenue South, Suite 200, Long Prairie, 
MN 56347. Position will remain open until filled.  First round 

of application reviews scheduled for February 20, 2019.
“Equal Opportunity Employer”cl5-6c

HELP WANTED:
General Laborer

Pay based on 
Experience

Adam Becker
218-296-0400

cl4-10p

DEADLINES
Newspaper deadline 

for copy and 
advertising:

12 noon Fridays

DEADLINE
Square Shooter 

advertising deadline:
5 p.m. Wednesday

CAR-RT SORT

PRE-SORTED
STANDARD

U.S. Postage PAID
Permit No. 131

Wadena, MN 56482
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A Free Weekly Advertising Publication by the Staples World Newspaper
Box 100, Staples, MN 56479 
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Since implementing 
the Crow Wing County 
Unmanned Aerial System 
Team on July 1, 2018, the 
group has been called out 
or has conducted over 40 
missions ranging from 
helping authorities locate 
missing persons, assisting 
at structure and wildland 
fires, drownings, fleeing 
subjects, crash reconstruc-
tions, and scene observa-
tions.

“Without the help of  
Sourcewell and Innovation 
Funding, we wouldn’t have 
been able to get this proj-
ect off  the ground – no pun 
intended,” said Crow Wing 
County Emergency Man-
agement Director John 
Bowen. “The Crow Wing 
County UAS Team has 
been received very well in 
our community, as well as 
in our neighboring coun-
ties. We’ve responded to 
a number of  mutual aid 
calls from our surround-
ing counties and they have 
been very impressed with 

the technology made acces-
sible to them.”

The UAS Team was able 
to purchase four drones 
last year, including acces-
sories like a 30x zoom 
camera affixed to one and 
a thermal-imaging camera 
on another, after being 
awarded $80,000 in Innova-
tion Funding in 2017.

“Projects like the Crow 
Wing County UAS Team 
are prime examples of  the 
power and scope of  this 
funding,” Sourcewell Man-
ager of  City and County 
Services Anna Gruber said. 

“Through the Innovation 
Funding process, Source-
well is able to give back to 
our communities in ways 
beyond our imagination. 
Through Innovation Fund-
ing, we’ve seen projects 
like a regional food coop-
erative, WIFI on public 
transpor tation,  and a 
region-wide mental health 
initiative come to life. It’s 
a wonderful way to collab-
orate with organizations 

throughout our region to 
do great things.”

The 2019 Innovation 
Funding application pro-
cess is open now through 
May 8, 2019. This year will 
mark the sixth consecutive 
year that city and county 
entities within Cass, Crow 
Wing, Morrison, Todd, and 
Wadena counties (Region 
5) have the opportunity to 
partner with Sourcewell 
and make special projects 
and initiatives come to life. 

Gruber said the Innova-
tion Funding program was 
initially created in 2014 
to help public agencies in 
Region 5 fund initiatives 
aimed at producing col-
laboration and improving 
the region. The program 
promotes outside-the-box 
teamwork on projects that 
might not otherwise come 
to fruition. 

This is an annual fund-
ing oppor tunity,  with 
$420,235 awarded in 2016, 
$450,000 awarded in 2017, 
a n d  a n o t h e r  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 

awarded in 2018. This 
year, Sourcewell is slated 
to award an additional 
$500,000.

This unique funding 
o p p o r t u n i t y  i n cl u d e s 
an ‘Innovation Funding 
Review’ day when repre-
sentatives from Region 
Five entities attend a day-
long priority setting and 
application review to rank 
and select awarded proj-
ects. Gruber emphasized 
that Sourcewell does not 
select projects. Voting is 
done by Region 5 cities, 
counties, and other govern-
ment associations in atten-
dance. Review Day for 2019 
will take place on Wednes-
day, May 22 from 9 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. at Sourcewell’s 
campus in Staples.

For more information 
about Innovation Fund-
ing, including eligibil-
ity requirements and a 
link to the application, 
visit sourcewell.co/Fund-
ing2019 or email gov.solu-
tions@sourcewell-mn.gov.

Drone project a success for 
Sourcewell’s Innovation Funding

During a drone demonstration, one drone takes a photo of another drone.

Drone photo of a drone

Todd-Wadena Electric 
Cooperative’s  (TWEC) 
Board of  Directors has 
appointed Kristine Spad-
genske to its board, effec-
tive Jan. 1. Spadgenske was 
appointed to fill director 
Norman Krause’s seat, due 
to his retirement. 

“Kristine brings a lot of  
experience in leadership 
roles in her community as 
well as in the dairy indus-
try. She has experience on 
cooperative boards and is 
excited to learn about the 
electric utility business,” 
said Mike Thorson, TWEC 
Board Chair.

“I am very humbled and 
excited to serve and work 
alongside the TWEC Board 
of  Directors. My goals as 
a new board member is to 
maintain and preserve the 
co-op principles and values 

as a grass roots organiza-
tion while representing the 
best interest of  the mem-
bers,” said Spadgenske.  

Spadgenske and her 
husband, Mark, are active 
on the Becker County 
American Dairy Associa-
tion Board and she serves 
as clerk for the Runeberg 
Township. Spadgenske cur-
rently serves as a director 
for the DFA Central Area 
Council, Director on the 
Minnesota Division Board 
and Corporate Board for 
Midwest Dairy, and Direc-
tor for Minnesota Milk Pro-
ducers Association. 

Spadgenske lives west 
of  Menahga, where they 
dairy farm in a partner-
ship with Mark’s brother, 
Mike. Kristine and Mark 
have four children; Ryan, 
Kate, Adam and Seth.

TWEC appoints new 
board director
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would answer the ques-
tions in a private meeting.

Building decision
Representatives from 

the facility planning com-
pany Nexus Solutions were 
at the meeting to answer 
any building questions.

Board member Brad 
Anderson said he was con-
cerned the two building 
option was diverging from 
the path the community 
wanted in the facility stud-
ies over the past two years. 
A one building option, to 
be built at the elementary 
site in Staples, emerged as 
the favorite option in those 
studies.

Brent Jones of  Nexus 
went back to the tax toler-
ance survey his company 
conducted and said the 
one building plan was too 
expensive for a majority 
of  voters. He looked up the 
wording on the survey and 
found that a specific ques-
tion was asked regarding 
the one building option. 

“It was tested and people 
won’t go over the limit,” 
said Jones.

The Nexus estimate for 
the one building option was 
around $70 million, which 
would translate to about 
$35 per month increased 
t a xe s  o n  t h e  m e d i a n 
priced home in the district 
(around $125,000). The esti-
mate for the two building 
option was a $50 million 
project, which would be 
around $22 per month for 
a median home. The tax 
tolerance survey showed 
the public will approve the 
lower cost option but not 
the higher cost.

Board members Greg 
Frisk and Bruce Lund 
both voiced support for 
the two building project, 
citing the lower cost. For 

the vote, Anderson joined 
board members Mary Free-
man and Chad Longbella 
in favor of  the two building 
option, to make it a unani-
mous vote. Board member 
Bryan Winkels was not 
present at the meeting.

The vote did not indi-
cate a price tag for the proj-
ect. The board allowed the 
final cost to be determined 
as the planning phase 
becomes more detailed.

Superintendent Ron 
Bratlie said the board’s 
vote is the end of  the facil-
ity study phase, but the 
beginning of  a new phase. 

“It allows us to start making 
decisions over the next 
three years,” said Bratlie. 

He said whether the 
referendum for the new 
building passes or not, the 
district office will plan to 
move to the former Twin 
Cities Optical building this 
summer.

In other news the 
board

• Approved pay grade 
increase for information 
technolog y technician 
position, from support 
staff  to a professional con-
tract.

• Approved the sale of  
unused machine shop 
equipment.

• Aproved contract for 
Lisa Muenchow, elemen-
tary Title I paraprofes-
sional.

•  A p p r o v e d  F M L A 
request from Alison Vang-
sness.

• Approved 2019-2020 cal-
endar.

• Postponed voting on 
out of  the country field 
trips that the Spanish Club 
and science department 
would like to participate in, 
because of  liability ques-
tions.

A rural Staples man has 
been charged with second 
d e g re e  u n i n t e n t i o n a l 
murder in connection with 
the death of  a three-month-
old infant who was in his 
care. The infant was his 
wife’s baby.

Presley Arron Sleyster, 
20, was charged in Cass 
County District Court and 
is currently booked at Crow 
Wing County Jail. County 
Attorney Benjamin T. Lind-
strom signed his warrant 
on Dec. 28, 2018.

According to court docu-
ments, on Dec. 5, 2018, at 
approximately 3:48 p.m., a 
Cass County deputy was 
advised of  a medical situa-
tion at a residence on State 
Hwy 64 SW, in rural Sta-
ples, Cass County. Dispatch 
informed him that there 
was a three-month-old 
that had a seizure and was 
having difficulty breathing.

Upon his arrival at the 
scene, the deputy noted 
that a male party, later 
identified as Sleyster, was 
on the steps to the front 
door. He infor med the 
deputy that the infant was 
not breathing. Once inside, 
the deputy observed one 
female tending to an infant 
in the living room and 
another female was on 
the phone with an ambu-
lance service. The deputy 
was informed by the two 
females that the infant’s 
breathing was shallow, 
approximately every five 
seconds or so. The deputy 
confirmed this.

Law enforcement then 
coordinated  with  the 
ambulance service and a 
helicopter to transport the 
baby to a hospital in St. 
Cloud. The baby was later 
transferred to Children’s 
Hospital in Minneapolis, 
where he died two days 
later.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, on Dec. 7, at 
12:25 p.m., a doctor declared 
official brain death in 
the child and noted he 
was deceased. The doctor 
spent an extensive amount 
of  time with the family 
explaining the conditions 
that led to the child’s death. 
He explained that the 
child’s bleeding was very 
acute and happened in the 
likely minutes to hours 
preceding his presentation 
to medical care. The doctor 
stated that definitely the 
child’s injuries were spe-
cifically from a physical 
injury and did not occur 
spontaneously or due to 
other medical illness.

On Dec. 10, an investiga-
tor observed the autopsy 
of  the child that was con-
ducted at the Hennepin 
County Medical Exam-
iner’s Office in Minneapo-
lis. The investigator was 
informed that the medical 
examiner was ruling the 
case a homicide and the 
manner of  death was blunt 
force homicidal violence. 

On Dec. 6, 2018, the 
investigator took a state-
ment from the defendant 
(Sleyster) at Children’s 
Hospital in Minneapolis. 
Sleyster told the investiga-
tor that he is married to 
the child’s mother and con-

siders the child to be his 
son even though he is not 
the biological father. 

Sleyster said that he 
resides with the child’s 
mother and her parents 
and three brothers. He 
moved in approximately a 
week or two before he and 
the child’s mother were 
married on Nov. 15, 2018. 
Sleyster indicated that he 
is currently not employed 
and that he is the child’s 
primary caregiver when 
the mother is at work. On 
the day in question, the 
child’s mother woke him 
up at approximately 9:30 
and she left for work about 
10:30. The defendant indi-
cated that the child was 
sleeping from about 10:50 
to 3:20 when he woke him 
up, at which point the 
baby started screaming 
immediately. He gave the 
baby a bottle, but it started 
screaming again shortly 
after and then went still as 
a board.

Sleyster proceeded to 
call a grandmother to see 
what he should do and she 
told him to call 911. The 
defendant denied that the 
child fell, was dropped 
or struck. The defendant 
stated, “we don’t under-
stand how it could’ve hap-
pened. We’re all puzzled.” 
When asked if  there was 
anything that he could 
think of  that he felt was 
important for authorities to 
know, Sleyster responded, 

“No, I just wanna figure out 
what happened.”

On Dec. 12, investigators 
again spoke with Sleyster 
and he was advised that 
the baby had sustained a 
catastrophic injury that 
had been equated to a 
motor vehicle collision and 
that trauma doctors had 
advised law enforcement 
that the injuries sustained 

had happened just prior to 
the 911 call that was made. 
Furthermore, Sleyster was 
advised that in speaking to 
everyone living at the resi-
dence, including the defen-
dant, no one else was home 
at the time the injuries 
occurred to the child other 
than the defendant and the 
child. 

Ultimately,  Sleyster 
indicated he may have 
accidentally hit the child’s 
head on the plastic part of  
his swing. Investigators 
explained that would not 
have caused catastrophic 
injury. The defendant later 
said it was possible the 
child’s head could have hit 
something when he was 
running up the stairs with 
him, noting, “he could’ve 
hit his head on the railing 
or on the door frame on 
the top of  the stairs.” He 
also offered it could have 
happened when he had the 
child in the bed with him. 
Sleyster explained there is 
a night stand next to the 
bed and the child may have 
hit his head on that when 
the defendant reached 
for the child’s bottle. The 
defendant indicated at 
this point he was hold-
ing the child in his arm 
and the child was scream-
ing. Sleyster indicated he 
quickly turned to get the 
bottle on the night stand. 
During this time, Sleyster 
commented, “I wanted 
him to have the childhood 
I never had.” Sleyster con-
tinued to state that the 
only thing he could think 
of  was that the child could 
have hit his head on was 
the night stand. Sleyster 
then told the investigator 
that he already told the 
child’s mother, “I’m the 
one at fault for this cuz it 
happened on my care.”

Staples man charged in the 
death of three-month-old baby

Presley Arron Sleyster
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BookEnds
Connecting Writers and Readers

A monthly literary event hosted by the Wadena County 
Historical Society, Travelin’ Storyseller and the 

New York Mills Regional Cultural Center.

Saturday, February 9 • 11:00 a.m.
Laura Hansen, Poet “Déjá Vu”
The Uptown, 224 Jefferson St. S, Wadena

SCHOOL continued from page 1a

Cost a deciding factor


