
Staples Area Church Directory
Staples
Staples Alliance
	 1512 8th St. NE, Staples.........218-894-2891
Pastor Bob Hepokoski, Paul Johnson 
	 Sunday Worship.............................9:30 a.m.
	 Sunday School.............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
	 AWANA..........................................6:15 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples........... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles
Youth Pastor Julie Boone 
	 Discipleship Class...........................9:15 a.m.
	 Sunday Worship...........................10:30 a.m.
	 Evening Prayer..............................6:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
	 Sonlight & Youth...........................6:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples.............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Associate Pastor Justin Domogalla
Website: www.stapleschurchofchrist.org
	 Bible School (youth and adult)......9:30 a.m.
	 Sunday Worship...........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
	 Teen Youth/Adults Bible Study......6:30 p.m.

Congregational Church, UCC
204 5th St. NE, Staples.............. 218-894-2571
Pastor Tony Romaine
	 Worship..........................................9:30 a.m.
	 Fellowship, refreshments following service

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples 
218-894-1546
Pastor Stephen Sveom
	 Sunday Worship
	  First Service..................................8:30 a.m.
	  Second Service............................10:45 a.m.
	 Sunday School...............................9:35 a.m.
	 Coffee fellowship...........................9:35 a.m.
	
Sacred Heart Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church.........................................218-894-2296 
Pastor Fr. Joe Korf
Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Coordinator: 
Monica J. Simmons....... 218-414-0081 cell/text
MASS:
	 Thursday and Friday......................8:30 a.m...
	 Saturday .......................................5:00 p.m.
	 Sunday...........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
218-894-0033
Jeff Scoggins, Pastor
	 Saturday Worship...........................9:30 am.
	 Sabbath School............................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples...........218-894-3923
Pastor Nathan Hillman
	 Sunday School...............................9:45 a.m.
	 Sunday Worship...........................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY.....................................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples............218-894-2372
Rev. Robin Collins
	 Sunday Divine Service...................9:00 a.m.
	 Sunday School & Bible Class........10:15 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples...............218-894-2248
Pastor Greg Ciesluk
	 Sunday Worship...........................10:30 a.m.
	 (Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich
Congregational, UCC
One block S. of Hwy. 10, Aldrich 
Pastor Dave Seaton....................218-445-5831
	 Sunday Worship,...........................  9:30 a.m.
	 Communion..................1st Sunday of Month

Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Pastor Rachel Stout....................218-640-5587
	 Sunday Worship.............................8:15 a.m.
	 Sunday School...............................8:30 a.m.
	

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
www.bethanylutherancushing.com.
Rev. Jean M. Megorden
Lay Pastor Bob Mueller
Sunday Worship..................................9:00 a.m

Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th St., Cushing..............218-575-2449 
www.lincolnefree.org Facebook Lincoln E Free
Senior Pastor: Pastor Dan Crocker
Visitation Pastor: Pastor Jim Brown
Youth Coordinator: Stacey Minion
	 Sunday School for all Ages............9:30 a.m.
	 Sunday Worship...........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
	 Kids’ Club.......................................6:00 p.m.
	 Jr./Sr. Forge Youth Group.............6:30 p.m.
	 Men’s Bible Study..........................6:00 p.m.
	 Praise & Prayer.............................4:30 p.m.
	
Cushing Baptist
26402 40th Ave., Cushing
www.cushingbaptistchurch.org
Pastor Dan Holmes.....................320-749-2583
	 Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
	 Worship........................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
	 Bible study.....................................7:00 p.m.

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
	 Info. #...................................218-837-5690
Open by arrangement
	

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader........................................218-397-2470
Pastor Steve Ellerbush
	 Sunday Worship...........................11:00 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Pastor Steve Ellerbush
Leader..........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
	 Worship and Sunday School..........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466..............................218-352-6888
Pastor Jim Johnson
Assistant Pastor Richard Broberg
	 Sunday Worship...............9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
	 Sunday School.............................10:30 a.m.
	 Sunday Bible Study.......................6 :00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY 
	 AWANA..........................................6:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley................218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
	 Sunday School and Bible Class......8:30 a.m.
	 Sunday Worship.............................9:30 a.m.

St. Michael
1st St. and Birch, Motley.............218-894-2296
Pastor Fr. Joe Korf
MASS:
	 Tuesday..........................................6:30 p.m,
	 Wednesday....................................8:30 a.m...
	 Saturday........................................7:00 p.m.
	 Sunday.........................................10:30 a.m.
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley......218-352-6466
Rev. Greg Ciesluk
www.motleyumc.org
	 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.
	 Sunday Worship Service................9:00 a.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
	 Sunday School.............................10:00 a.m.
	 Sunday Worship............................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
Pastor Hector Merced
	 Sunday Worship.............................9:30 a.m.
	 Sunday School...............................8:30 a.m.
Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone.........................................218-746-3839
	 Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
	 Worship........................................10:30 a.m.
	 Sunday Worship.............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY.....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Paul Johnson  
218-746-3768
	 Sunday School...............................9:00 a.m.
	 Sunday Worship...........................10:30 a.m.
TUESDAY
	 Bible Study/Prayer .....................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
	 AWANA 2yrs-5th grade..................6:15 p.m.
	 Adult Classes..................................6:15 p.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146
Hewitt, MN 56453
218-924-2028
Pastor Wayne Hoffert
	 Sunday School................................9:30 a.m
	 Sunday Worship............... 10:45 a.m./6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
	 Prayer............................................7:00 p.m.

Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale.
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Associate Pastor Fred Hartley IV
	 Sunday Worship.............................9:30 a.m.
	 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
	 ................................................11-11:45 a.m.
Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale.
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
	 Sunday Worship.............................9:00 a.m.
	 Sunday School.............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
	 Family Night..................................5:30 p.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale
Church.........................................218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self....................... 218-371-7189
Childrens’ Pastor Kenneth Kjeldergaard
	 Sunday School - Worship.............10:30 a.m.
	 Coffee Fellowship.........................10:00 a.m.
	 Prayer & Praise.............................6:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 6:15 - 7:30 p.m...........Boys and Girls Ministry
 6:15 - 7:30 p.m.......... C.R.E.W. Youth Ministry
 6:15 - 7:30 p.m................. Adult Bible Studies
Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
	 Sunday Worship.............................9:00 a.m.

Central United Methodist
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor Chuck Horsager
218-639-4225
	 Sunday Worship.......................... 9:00 a.m.
	 Sunday School........................... 10:30 a.m.
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The Staples Area Church Directory is sponsored by these area businesses:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Bob Reeck, Manager
Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Mid-Central Federal 
Savings Bank

Fully Insured to $250,000
Staples, MN 218-894-3900

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Longbella Drug Store
"The Prescription Store"

2nd Ave., Staples • 218-894-2242
Motley and Pillager

Staples True Value
“Just Ask Rental”
Open 7 days a week.

Staples, MN 218-894-3263

We are the Beloved
Pastor Tony Romaine, First Congregational Church UCC, Staples

A friend of mine had for a long time thought 
she was not good enough for God’s love. In fact, 
she thought she had been forgotten by God. One 
day she was on one of those long charity bike 
rides with little sleep and a lot of difficult terrain. 
She had been physically worn down with saddle 
sores and leg cramps and had been mentally 
worn down and was now at the breaking point.  

Right then, she came over a hill on her bike and 
was blinded by the most beautiful sunrise she had 
ever felt. It was warm, it was bright and it seemed 
to embrace her and say “I’ve got you, and it’s go-
ing to be okay, you are perfect just the way you 
are.” She stopped there and sat down and began 
to weep, because for the first time in her memo-
rable life, she felt loved by God. For the first time 
in a long time, perhaps 18 years, she felt God’s 
presence in her life.  

Well, a stranger came alongside her, sat down, 
gave her a hug, and comforted her. She had nev-

er seen him before, and usually he would have 
scared her because she didn’t know him. This 
stranger embraced her and was with her in that 
moment and then he got back on his bicycle and 
continued on. For the final day or two of the ride, 
and since then, she didn’t ever see this person 
again… This person was God in some form or an-
other, perhaps via the Holy Spirit in the form of a 
human dove revealing Himself to my friend, lifting 
her up into the heavens wide open and saying…
My beloved child, in you I am well pleased.  

In my experience, revelation and clarity mostly 
happens when we least expect it. God separates 
the chaos long enough for us to see clearly our 
future, our past, or our present and we experi-
ence epiphany. This is the great miracle of our 
existence, this is the great miracle of our baptism, 
this is God’s continual revelation in our life…Our 
continual revelation that we are God’s beloved 
whom He adores, Amen!


