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  2024
This Week’s Forecast
 High   Low   Cond.
Sept. 4      80    58      P. Cloudy                                                       
Sept. 5     77     54      P. Cloudy                                        
Sept. 6     72    50     M. Sunny        
Sept. 7     71    53       Sunny  
Sept. 8     74    54       Sunny    
Sept. 9     77    57       Sunny                            
Sept. 10   80    54     M. Sunny

                                                
Average Temps: 

 H = 72º Low = 52º
  

Compiled by 
Dale Hausmann, 

WCCO’s Staples area 
Weatherwatcher

Last Year, 2023
 High Low Cond.
Sept. 4     95º    69      Sunny
Sept. 5     75      71        Rain                                     
Sept. 6     67      56   M. Sunny
Sept. 7     71     44       Sunny     
Sept. 8     78     50       Sunny
Sept. 9     70     54     Cloudy
Sept. 10   72     51   M. Sunny

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

Does Staples still want 
to be known as a railroad 
town, even though our lives 
don’t revolve around freight 
any more?

At the Aug. 27 Staples 
Economic Development 
Authority (SEDA) meeting, 
Economic Development 
D i re c t o r  L u c a s  Wa ke -
field said he would like to 
develop a unique economic 
brand for Staples, an iden-
tity that can be used to pro-
mote the community.

Wakefield showed the 
board some examples of  
brand identity from com-
m u n i t y p l ay m a ke r. c o m . 
Crosby, Minn. was the first 
example, how they turned 
the state’s first mountain 
bike park into economic 
growth. Other examples 
included outdoor recreation, 
a fishing village turned into 
a tourist destination and 
Rock Hill, South Carolina 
that created a 68-acre sports 
complex for softball, tennis, 
soccer and BMX.

Another article from-
Town & City Magazine 
showed that the commu-
nities that succeed always 
have a vision for the future 

and build their plans based 
on the enhancement of  
local assets.

Wakefield said after 
taking  a  driving  tour 
around Staples, he noticed 
one local asset that hasn’t 
been talked about exten-
sively.

“I’m pretty confident 
we have more precision 
machining and tooling per 
capita than any place in 
the country,” he said, “we 
should lean into that, we 
could be a premiere center 
and hub for tooling and 
machining.”

Making that  a  com-
munity pur pose could 
make grants and funding 
available, perhaps to buy 
machines and use them as 
start-ups.

Whatever direction the 
community wants to take, 

“we need some part of  the 
community behind that 
vision,” said Wakefield.

“If  we are going to be 
something, let’s really get 
into it,” said Wakefield.

He added that the iden-
tity does not have to be tour-
ism related.

Board  member  Lisa 
Bjerga, Lakewood Health 
System CEO, agreed that 
the tourism side is being 

done by Discover Staples. 
She said for the SEDA to be 
more impactful, they could 
work on an identity to help 
get more people to move to 
Staples. She said the two 
biggest items people look 
for in a place to live are edu-
cation and health care.

Bjerga said a branding 
expert who worked with 
Lakewood said there was no 
more railroad industry in 
Staples, so that identity is 
no longer pertinent.

Board member Blake 
Gerard pointed out that 
the entry signs into Staples 
all have “Historic Staples” 
written on them.

“What historic are we 
looking for?” asked Gerard.

Wakefield said from the 
viewpoint of  an economic 
developer, he sees that “his-
toric” branding as a nega-
tive, because it indicates the 
community is living in the 
past.

City Administrator Jerel 
Nelsen said that debate was 
raised when the city’s logo 
was created in 2007. Board 
member Steve Gertken 
noted that the 2007 logo 
itself  can now be consid-
ered historic.

SEDA asks if Staples 
needs rebranding

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

The new Staples-Motley 
Elementary School Prin-
cipal Ryan Koenigs has 
spent his career in elemen-
tary education, where he 
learned to focus on the pos-
itives. 

“Developing positive rela-
tionships and a positive 
culture, making kids feel 
successful,” he said about 
what he wants to see in a 
school.

When he saw what Sta-
ples-Motley Elementary 
was doing with their Cardi-
nal Way program of  pride, 
excellence, integrity, rela-
tionships and respect, he 
felt it was something he 
understood and could con-
tinue to improve on.

Koenigs is from Clear-
water and attended Annan-
dale schools. He got his 
education degree at Min-
nesota State-Mankato, then 
taught five years at Norman 
County West and six years 
at Sauk Rapids. While there, 
he earned a masters degree 
in educational leadership 

and his administrative 
license. He next spent three 
years as principal at Ogilvie.

While at Ogilvie, Koe-
nigs said one piece that was 

missing was that his family 
was not able to be together 
at the same time, so he 
started looking for another 
community.

“My heart is in a small 
community,” said Koenigs. 

“I wanted to invest in a small 

Koenigs stresses the Cardinal 
Way as new elementary principal

Staples-Motley Elementary Princi-
pal Ryan Koenigs came to the school ad-
miring the Cardinal Way, which works on 

pride, excellence, communication, integ-
rity, relationships and respect. (Staples 
World photo by Mark Anderson)

New principal buys into the Cardinal Way

See SEDA on page 12a

See KOENIGS on page 12a

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

A blue,  handcrafted 
iron bench in memory of  
nursing instructor Vickie 
O’Brien is now situated 
near the entrance of  Cen-
tral  Lakes  Col le g e  in 
Staples. With images of  ani-
mals engraved on the back, 
it bears the phrase, “Make 
a Positive Impact on Every 
Life, Every Day.”

“The bench is beautiful 
and is a perfect symbol of  
her,” said Randee O’Brien, 
one of  Vickie’s daughters. 

“Blue was her favorite color 
and she loved animals,” 
Randee went on, adding, 

“She raised many orphans 
over the years and would 
always say, ‘Everything 
deserves a chance,’ and her 
e-mail sign-off  was, ‘Make 
a Positive Impact on Every 
Life, Every Day.’”

Randee and her sister, 
Katya O’Brien, along with 
other family members, 
friends, and CLC employ-
ees, were at the Staples 
campus Aug. 19, to dedi-
cate the bench and remem-
ber someone they all loved. 
Someone who’d left this 
world too soon.

A longtime nursing 
instructor at CLC, Vickie 
had tragically lost her life 
in June of  2023.

“We were very fortunate 
to have had her as part of  
the CLC family,” said Sheila 
Hoehn, Dean of  the Staples 
CLC Campuses.  Hoehn 
noted that Vickie had been 
a Nursing Faculty member. 
For many years she taught 
primarily for the Staples 
Practical Nursing program. 
She was also involved, as 
needed, with the Associate 
Registered Nursing Pro-
gram in Brainerd.

Hoehn went on to say that 
Vickie “was very beloved by 
her students and the team,” 
noting that the popular 
instructor had previously 
been nominated for ‘Fac-
ulty Member of  the Year.’ 

“I shared an office with her 
while I was the Director of  
the Nursing Program and 
she continued as my faculty 
when I moved to the Dean 
position,” Hoehn said.

Randee noted that her 
mom had her Master’s 
in Nursing degree with 
a nurse educator option. 

“She taught LPNs and RNs 
in the classroom and in 
the clinical setting. She 
loved the elderly, so she 
enjoyed teaching clinicals 
at the care center the most,” 
Randee said.

In addition to her love 
for the nursing profession, 

Beloved nursing instructor 
remembered at CLC

Showing support for CLC colleague Several 
staff members at Central Lakes College attended a bench dedication for their fellow 
colleague Vickie O’Brien who passed away unexpectedly in June of 2023. O’Brien 
was a nursing instructor at CLC. Pictured in front, from left, are Vickie’s daughter 
Katya O’Brien, Alexandria; her best friend and fellow (retired) nursing instructor Karen 
Treangen, Hewitt; and Vickie’s daughter Randee O’Brien, Buhl, Idaho. The bench was 
made by Randee’s boyfriend, Alex Wagner of Buhl; and powder-coated by their friend, 
Brandon Ochsner of Wendell, Idaho. (Photo by Dawn Timbs)

See O’BRIEN on page 12a
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By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

As the Staples City Coun-
cil reviewed their Capital 
Improvement Plan (CIP) for 
the next five years, they did 
not want to include expendi-
tures for a generation plant 
until they learned more 
about the project. 

City Administrator Jerel 
Nelsen told the council that 
even though it is in the CIP, 
the city would not commit 
any money to the project 
until it is approved by the 
council.

Nelsen said Missouri 
River Energ y Services 
(MRES), the city’s main 
electricity supplier,  is 
asking customers about 
building a diesel electricity 
generation plant. A MRES 
representative did give a 
preliminary presentation 
to the council at a meeting 
earlier this year, but the 
council still was not sure if  
it is something they wanted 
to do.

Council member Doug 
Case said he would want 
more information before 
putting it into the CIP. He 
also pointed out that most of  
the homes north of  Warner 
Road get their electricity 
from Todd-Wadena Elec-
tric Cooperative, not from 
the city. Case said there are 
better places the city could 
use the money, even if  most 
of  it is covered by grants.

Council member Mary 
Theurer said that the Public 
Works Board has not talked 
about it very much the gen-
eration plant, which would 
be mainly used for backup 
electricity in times of  emer-
gency.

The cost for the project 
would be around $6 mil-
lion, with MRES covering 
between 70 and 90 percent 
of  the cost. Nelsen said he 
would like to have a more 
specific number, for MRES 
to let them know if  it would 
be closer to 70 or 90 percent.

A second concern, Nelsen 
said, is whether it would fit 
in with Minnesota’s new 
clean energy program. He 
said right now it would be 
included as a backup gener-

ator, but that doesn’t mean it 
will continue to be allowed 
in the future.

Council member John 
Jewison suggested they talk 
to other communities that 
do have similar backup elec-
tric generators and ask how 
it is working for them.

After discussion, the 
council decided to take the 
item off  of  the 2025 CIP list 
and use that year to learn 
more about the proposed 
project.

Other big items in the 
CIP included building a 
new building for the city’s 
light shop, which is cur-
rently scattered in different 
buildings, and updating the 
Dower Lake softball fields. A 
plan for Dower Lake expan-
sion is scheduled for 2027, so 
the recreation area can be 
elgible for state funding

In other news, the 
council

• Approved authorizing 
sale of  lots in Valley View 
subdivision, to follow the 
prices set by the city. This 
will allow the city to sell lots 
if  a potential buyer comes 
along and meets the criteria.

• Approved first reading 
of  ordinance allowing city 
nuisance inspector to con-
tact owners of  a home in 
violation, either by coming 
to their door or if  they are 
not home two times in a row, 
post the notice on the front 
door or other conspicuous 
location.

•  A p p r o v e d  s c h o o l 
resource officer agreement 
with Staples-Motley schools

• Approved permit for 
Wahoo Valley Area Deer 
Hunters Association to hold 
a raffle on Oct. 12

• Learned that the Staples 
Economic Development 
Authority is now required 
to pay taxes on a parcel 
of  wetland property near 
Ernie’s Food Market. It is 
not available for building 
so they plan to transfer it to 
the city.

• Talked about warning 
siren plan to replace the 
tree sirens currently used 
and to put another one 
at the south substation so 
it reaches the Ernie’s and 
Timberlake Hotel area.

Staples council 
puts on brakes for 
generation plant

Staples Police report

Elizabeth Cory and Jenna Niemann opened Some-
thing Good mobile coffee business in May, selling drinks 
and treats. The trailer is usually out in the community 
three times a week or more, often at farmers markets 
in Staples or Perham or at the Browerville Clinic. This 
year they are also doing community celebrations such 

as Staples Railroad Days and the Crow Wing County 
Fair. Pictured from left, Abigail Brown, Jamie D’Ambrogio, 
Marlo Corona, Zoe Stevens, Niemann and Cory, Josi 
Longbottom and Bill Haugan. (Staples World photo by 
Mark Anderson)

Mobile coffee and treats at Something Good

Recent reports taken by the 
Staples Police Dept:

Aug.  7 ,  Staples  Pol ice 
arrested Ian Mcmahon, 30, for 
disorderly conduct. Subject 
continued to swear and scream 
in hotel lobby and behind TCO 
building.

Aug.  9 ,  Staples  Pol ice 
received a report of  a dog bite 
that occurred in the 600 block 
of  2nd St. SW. resulting with a 
minor child having severe inju-
ries.

Aug.  9 ,  Staples  Pol ice 
assisted a suspicious male at 
the Todd County Government 
Center, assisting him getting 
a train ticket.On Aug. 10, the 
police assisted the male getting 
onto the train.

Aug. 10, driver was pulling 
into park in front of  Longbella 
Drug, driver stated when he 
pressed on the brake the vehi-
cle didn’t stop and ran into the 
building. A witness stated she 
heard a clicking sound as he 
was trying to stop. Vehicle hit a 

window, shattered the glass and 
bent the middle beam that sepa-
rates the two windows. Photos 
were taken. Scott’s Southtown 
towing service responded per 
the drivers request to make 
sure the vehicle was safe to 
drive.

Aug. 10,  Staples Police 
assisted Morrison County with 
an individual that was choking 
in Motley.

Aug. 11,  Staples Police 
received a report of  a vehicle 
that was egged in the area of  
the 800 block of  2nd Ave. NE. 
Police will be checking cam-
eras in the area to identify the 
suspect.

Aug. 11,  Staples Police 
responded to an assault call 
at the 400 block of  4th St. NE. 
Party stated an individual 
choked their brother and left 
the scene.

Aug. 11,  Staples Police 
responded to 8th St. NE and 3rd 
Ave. NE intersection for a bicy-
cle that crashed with a pickup 
truck.

Aug. 11,  Staples Police 
were dispatched to a semi and 
trailer swerving all over the 
road. Police found the vehi-
cle, stopped it after witnessing 
failure to maintain lanesand 
issued a verbal warning. 

Aug. 11, Staples Police were 

advised over radio that an 
individual in a blue Hyundai 
was driving north, possibly 
impaired. Police located the 
vehicle in the 100 block of  4th 
St. NE and arrested Christo-
pher Golly, 38, for DWI. 

Aug. 12, Staples Police were 
contacted on a possible crim-
inal sexual conduct that took 
place in May, 2024 at the hospi-
tal. Police found that nothing 
could be charged per Minne-
sota State Statute.

Aug. 12, Staples Police issued 
a reckless driving citation to a 
juvenile for driving 55 in a 30 
mile per hour zone. The juve-
nile was also cited for failure to 
stop at a stop sign and window 
tint.

Aug. 13,  Staples Police 
responded to assist a resident 
who had a bat inside of  their 
residence.

Aug. 13, at 2:30 a.m., Staples 
Police located a group of  juve-
niles in the Lakewood Com-
munity Park after curfew. The 
juveniles ran away from police 
but where later found and iden-
tified. 

Aug.  14,  Staples Police 
received a public nuisance 
complaint regarding a property 
which the owner is reported to 
be feeding feral cats on the 500 
block of  3rd St. SW. Police will 

attempt to make contact with 
the homeowners.

Aug. 14,  Staples Police 
received a call of  a male party 
unsteady on his feet,  twitchy 
and jumpy. Police spoke with 
the individual who stated he is 
waiting for the Amtrak train. 
He was advised to call if  he 
needs any assistance until the 
train arrives.

Aug. 14,  Staples Police 
responded to a public assist at 
the 900 block of  Michigan Ave. 
NE. Vehicle was locked with 
children inside. Vehicle was 
unlocked by Scott’s Southtown.

Aug. 15, Staples Police were 
dispatched to take a report of  
an adult male who purchased 
tobacco products for his under 
age nephew.

Aug. 16, Staples Police were 
dispatched the Evergreen Hill 
Cemetery for a report of  three 
juveniles playing on head-
stones. The juveniles were 
advised to pick up their trash 
and move along.

Aug. 16,  Staples Police 
received a report of  a restrain-
ing order violation.

Aug. 16, Staples Police were 
called to respond to the Lake-
wood Health System (LHS) 
regarding an out of  control 
patient. Police assisted medical 
staff  with the individual who 
had assaulted  the staff. Police 
stood by until the patient was 
no longer a threat to them-
selves or others.

Aug. 17,  Staples Police 
responded to an infant in a 
stroller that was left without 
supervision. Police located the 
mother and contacted child 
protective services.

Aug. 17,  Staples Police 
responded to a report of  an 
assault on the 1100 block of  
4th St. NE. Police learned that 
an intoxicated subject had 
assaulted a minor, and had 
fallen in a drainage ditch. The 
intoxicated subject was trans-
ported by ambulance to the 
LHS by the Staples Ambulance. 
Also responding was the Todd 
County and Wadena County 
Sheriff’s Departments.

Aug. 18, at 2:45 a.m., Staples 
Police received a report of  a 
suspicious person walking 
near the intersection of  6th St. 
NE/Summit Ave. NE. Police 
located a subject walking on 
Pleasant Ave. and 7th St. NE, 
who appeared to be intoxicated. 
Police gave the subject a ride to 
a friend’s residence.

Recent reports from 
the Motley Police Depart-
ment (MPD) and Morrison 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(MCSO) included the fol-
lowing:

August 21 - 27
Aug. 21 - A citizen who 

had found a wallet at the 
Motley Dairy Queen turned 
it in to the MPD. Subse-
quently,  Motley Police 
found the owner of  the 
wallet and returned it to 
him.

Aug. 27 -  The MCSO 
received a report of  suspi-
cious activity at the 33000 
block of  Elm Ln., Motley.

Aug. 26 - A Morrison 
County deputy responded 
to a report of  a tree that was 
down and blocking almost 

the entire road at 6573 Bear 
Rd., Cushing. Upon arriv-
ing at the scene, the deputy 
pulled the tree off  the road-
way with his squad car and 
cleared the road of  debris.

Motley area law enforcement

The City of  Motley’s 
next Planning and Zoning 
Commission meeting will 
be held Monday, Sept. 16, 
at 4 p.m. An incorrect date 
was printed in last week’s 
paper. The Staples World 
regrets the error.

Meeting 
date 
correction

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

Haley Buhl of  the Com-
munity Concern for Youth 
(CCY) told the Staples City 
Council that school truancy 
has become a big issue since 
the pandemic in 2020. She 
said the county is trying 
new ways to get students 
to go to school, including 
mediation meetings.

“Some kids don’t want to 
go to school and some par-
ents don’t care,” said Buhl. 
She said that the CCY will 
work with parents who 
do care, but have to take a 
different approach when 
parents do not want to get 
involved.

Council member Doug 
Case asked if  there were 
any laws that require par-
ents to send their children 
to school. Buhl said that 
there is a responsibility, but 
they usually don’t take that 

path. She said if  a student 
is not doing well, they can 
be placed on probation. She 
said it takes a long process 
for the student to be placed 
out of  the home, which is 
the main consequence for 
the parents.

Buhl also talked about 
mentoring activities by CCY 
throughout the summer, 
including attending Twins 
games, Valleyfair and kya-
king in Duluth. The other 
big activity they do every 
summer is grow produce 
at their community garden 
plot at CLC in Staples. Buhl 
said the students have 
indicated that without the 
activities, they would likely 
be sitting at home playing 
video games or going on 
their phones.

She said of  the 62 cases 
that CCY took up in 2023, 56 
of  them were successfully 
completed. 

The council voted to 
approve funding for CCY at 

an earlier meeting.

Nuisance properties
The council  adopted 

a new public nuisances 
ordinance to allow posting 
notices at nuisance property 
after no response to mail-
ings and personal visits.

Case said the city’s 
c u r r e n t  p l a n  o f  c o m -
p l a i n t - b a s e d  nu i s a n c e 
reporting isn’t working. He 
suggested having police 
or other personnel check 
homes for nuisance viola-
tions at least once a year.

City Administrator Jerel 
Nelsen said they are think-
ing of  redoing their nui-
sance ordinance procedure. 
He said they shifted more to 
utilizing the court system, 
but that gets bogged down 
and the courts don’t want to 
deal with it. He said cities 
are starting to revert back 
to issuing a two week notice 
before the city goes in to 
clean it up themselves.

Council member Mary 
Jo Goff  suggested anybody 
who sees nuisance viola-
tions to call the city.

In other news, the 
council

o Learned that Dower 
Lake campground fire pits 
will be inspected because 
campers are still buring 
garbage in the fire pits.

o Approved Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church to conduct 
bingo and a raffle on Oct. 27.

o Learned that Planning 
and Zoning is looking at 
a new sign ordinance to 
allow dynamic display (elec-
tronic) signs on buildings, 
but regulate the size and 
brightness.

o Approved selling an 
adjoining lot to a Valley 
View homeowner, because 
it was found that the prop-
erty line was just inches 
away from where the home 
was built, as one of  the first 
homes in the subdivision.

CCY working on school truancy upswing
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75 Years ago - 1949 
o Sept.  8,  1949 -  The 

Motley Study Club has 
resumed its regular meet-
ings after a summer vaca-
tion, with Mrs. Rudy Topp   
entertaining the Club in her 
home Saturday afternoon, 
Sept. 3.  Twelve ladies were 
present. Mrs. Frank Holm 
gave an interesting topic 
on ‘Women’s Contribution 
to Progress.” Following the 
business meeting, a dessert 
luncheon was served by the 
hostess.

o Sept. 8, 1949 - Editor 
Jackie Ellefson of  the Sta-
ples high school Kardinal 
Kronicle, stated Wednes-
day of  this week that the 

first edition of  the Kronicle 
would be published in The 
Staples World on Thursday, 
Sept. 29.

Again the World will 
carry the Kronicle as a part 
of  its paper throughout the 
1949-50 school year.

Miss Helen Jackson is 
assistant editor of  the Kar-
dinal Kronicle this year, and 
the two have made plans for 
an excellent paper again 
this season.

o Sept. 8, 1949 - Not to be 
out done by other commu-
nities, Peaceful Valley has 
its own “Snoopy” according 
to Mrs. S. S. Grondahl, cor-
respondent from that com-
munity.

One day last week when 
the Wilson families were 
away, the cow got in the well.

It seems that the current 
drought has dried the well 

up on the Charles Wilson 
farm until the water had to 
be dipped out from the well 
instead of  being pumped 
out. Hense the well cover 
was left off. The heifer 
belonged to Charles Wilson 
Jr., who was pasturing his 
cattle at his father’s place.

A business caller found 
the heifer in the well and as 
no one was at home, hunted 
up the family to inform 
them there was a cow in the 
well.

It was some five hours 
later that a wrecker was 
summoned from Staples 
and with the aid and encour-
agement of  neighbors, 

“Snoopy” was hoisted from 
the well. She was stiffened 
slightly from the accident, 
but otherwise in good shape.

o Sept. 8, 1949 - The first 
grade enrolment in the Sta-
ples schools this fall is the 
largest it has been in many 
years, according to officials 
of  the school.

50 Years ago - 1974
o Sept. 5, 1974 - The Sta-

ples Historical Society now 
has a home as a result of  
much community coopera-
tion. The mobile unit which 
will house the museum was 
secured through the finan-
cial cooperation of  the 
Minnesota State Historical 
Society. It is situated across 
from city hall.

The site was leased to 
the Historical Society free 
of  charge by the Staples 
Federal Credit Union and 
the site preparation was 
accomplished by the City of  
Staples. The lettering was 
painted by Stan Kaste, a 
local artist. 

“Involvement of  the com-
munity in this program is 
needed to preserve the his-

tory of  the Staples area. 
Hopefully, the total com-
munity will get behind this 
most worthwhile project by 
volunteering artifacts, time 
and energy,” said Richard 
Hegre, Historical Society 
director.

o Sept. 5, 1974 - Rural res-
idents served by the Staples, 
Motley and Pillager Fire 
Departments will soon be 
issued fire numbers by their 
townships for use if  report-
ing emergencies.

A meeting of  the three 
fire departments was held 
last Thursday evening in 
the Staples Fire hall with 
township officers from the 
19 townships involved in the 
change to fire numbers.

o Sept. 5, 1974 - Listen to 
Lynn Thornton from Sta-
ples on KKWS/FM (105.9) 
Monday thru Friday, from 
8:30 to 10 a.m., beginning 
Monday, Sept. 2. Featuring 
Staples area news, sports, 
public affairs, and easy-
to-listen-to music. Also, 
Staples Cardinal football 
Friday nights.

o Sept. 5, 1974 - Showing 
at The New Continental 
Cozy Theatre in Wadena 
Sept. 4 - 5, “The Sting,” star-
ring Paul Newman, Robert 
Redford and Robert Shaw.

Showing Sept. 6 -  12, 
“Blazing Saddles,” A wildly 
funny film that will have 
you crying with laughter. 
Mark your calendar!

o Sept. 5, 1974 - State Rep-
resentative Joan Growe, 
DFL endorsed candidate 
for secretary of  state, was 
in Staples last Thursday 
to meet with Todd county 
residents. She was accom-
panied on her tour of  the 
city by Margaret Erbe, Todd 
county DFL chairwoman.

“I enjoyed the opportu-
nity to get out and meet 
the people of  Staples,” Mrs. 
Growe said. “I grew up in 
Buffalo, where my father, 
Art Anderson, was mayor 
for 10 years, so I feel right at 
home here in Staples.”

25 Years ago - 1999
o Sept.  9,  1999 -  The 

doors are locked and win-
dows coated with paper and 

“closed” sign at the Cardinal 
Cafe in Staples. Although 
the cafe is closed, it could 
have new owners if  enough 
interest is shown in a tax 
forfeit auction sale to be 
held Friday, Sept. 17, 10:30 
a.m. in the county board 
meeting room at the court-
house in Long Prairie

o Sept. 9, 1999 - Frank 
Wright, former editor and 
foreign correspondent for 
the Star Tribune, is the key-

note speaker for the Staples 
Motley Area Chamber of  
Commerce annual meeting 
Thursday, Sept. 16, at Cen-
tral Lakes College in Staples.

Wright’s topic is “Inter-
national Relations and the 
Impact on Local Communi-
ties.” He will talk about why 
people in rural areas and 
small towns need to learn 
about the rest of  the world, 
noting that America’s abil-
ity to compete in a global 
economy will depend on a 
knowledge of  foreign mar-
kets.

o Sept. 9, 1999 - Students 
at Sacred Heart School this 
year are seeing a new face in 
the principal’s office.

George Heroux arrived 
in mid-July as principal 
at Sacred Heart Church’s 
parochial school for grades 
kindergarten through sixth 
grade.

A resident on Fishtrap 
Lake for the past three years, 
Heroux has over 36 years of  
experience in a variety of  
educational pursuits, both 
public and parochial.

10 Years ago - 2014
o Sept. 4, 2014 - Hailey 

Roberts, Staples, received 
her white coat marking the 
entering of  medical school 
Aug. 23, at the University of  
Minnesota Medical School 
- Duluth campus. The cere-
mony signified the respon-
sibilities and obligations of  
the physicians who wear the 
white coat and the impor-
tance of  embracing com-
passion and character along 
with knowledge of  science 
and medicine. Hailey is 
a 2009 graduate of  Staples 
Motley High School, and the 
daughter of  Dave and Lani 
Roberts, Staples.

o Sept. 4, 2014 - Martin 
Zellar and his band The 
Hardways will perform at 
Centennial Auditorium in 
Staples on Saturday, Sept. 
13, at 7:30 p.m., part of  the 
Staples Motley Area Arts  
Council’s regular season. 
The concert is underwritten 
by Unity Bank.

o Sept. 4, 2014 - New teach-
ers in the Staples Motley 
schools include Peter Belde, 
technology at Motley Sta-
ples Middle School; April 
Denny, kindergarten at 
Motley Elementary; Kasey 
Odden, middle school math; 
Melissa Holey, Motley Ele-
mentary and middle school; 
Rachel Sanders, high school 
math; Steve Fligge, high 
school social studies; and 
Brian Schor nack, high 
school agriculture.

- o - 
Compiled by

Dawn Timbs
- o - 

Mystery photo
Hello readers. This week’s archive photo is from 

1974. Do you know who these people are and perhaps 
the context of the photo? Do you have a memory to 
share? Email your answers and where you’re from to 
dtimbs@staplesworld.com by Friday, or call 218-894-
1112. The answers will be published in next week’s 
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Mystery solved
Last week’s mystery photo published in the Sept. 

2, 1999 edition of the Staples World featured the team 
sponsored by the Sacred Heart Church that won the 
prize for the best theme/costume for the third year in 
a row. “Welcome to Grandma’s Porch” featured Grand-
ma, of course, as well as serenading customers and 
letting them sit on the porch swing. From left are Becky 
Hasselberg, Bob Schafer, Gina Schafer and Cydney 
Hasselberg.

Judy Wolak, Bob Schafer and Becky Hasselberg, 
all of Staples, correctly identified all. Hasselberg re-
called that this was part of the community’s Chili 
Cook-off, and that their costume theme was Grand-
ma’s Porch. She remembered they gave out Grand-
pa’s Original Werther’s candies.  She also shared 
that her daughter Cydney’s married name is Knaust. 
Wolak took a wild guess the people in the photo were 
performing a play about Chicken Little. Thanks for 
participating in our mystery photo.

Long Prairie Police Depart-
ment

Swameli Ojeda Ambert, Long 
Prairie. Driving without a valid license 
for vehicle class or type. Fine $100. 
Fee $85.

Walter Antonio Arauz Carrasco, 
Sauk Centre. Driving without a valid 
license for vehicle class or type. Fine 
$100. Fee $85.

Josuel Otiz Ortiz Abreu, Long 
Prairie. Speed 62/30. Fine $150. 
Fee $235. Driving without a valid 
license. Fine $100.

Zenen Arnulfo Romero Roque, 
Swanville. Driving without a valid 
license. Fine $100. Fee $85. Speed 
40/30. Fine $40.

Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources

Thomas Ivan Shafer, Elmwood. 
Aquatic Plant Control- fail to display 
APM permit sticker. Fine $50. Fee 
$85.

Minnesota State Patrol
Joshua Edward Shesta, Men-

ahga. Record of duty status not 
current (log book). Sentenced. Fine 
$50. Fee $125.

Gerardo Apol Vazquez Villafana, 
Big Lake. Speed 75/65. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

Ronda Marie Anderson, Long 
Prairie. Speed 70/60. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

Tyler Michael Beck, New London. 
Speed 65/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Peter Lester Berscheit, Grey 
Eagle. Hands-Free Law- engage in 
cellular phone or video call. Fine $50. 
Fee $85. Seatbelt required. Fine 
$25. Cracked windshield. Fine $40.

Rachel Ann Bowen, Alexandria. 
Speed 70/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Andrew Thomas Buirge, Fridley. 
Speed 74/55. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Adolfo Cantu, Eagle Bend. 
Speed 71/50. Fine $70. Fee $155. 
No motorcycle endorsement. Fine 
$50. No proof of motor vehicle insur-
ance. Fine $200.

Austin James Clifford, Chanhas-
sen. Speed 79/60. Fine $60. Fee 
$85.

Jefferey Scott Fox, Saint Michael. 
Speed 65/55. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Jack Por ter Hansen, Eagan. 
Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Jennifer Leigh Howard, Vining. 
Speed 65/55. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Ralph Todd Hubbard, Long Prai-
rie. Seatbelt required. Fine $25. Fee 
$85.

Anna Joann Joy, Alexandria. 
Window tint less than 50 percent 
light transmittance. Fine $50. Fee 
$85.

James Robert Kruse, Gillet, Wis. 
Hands-Free Law- initiate, compose, 
send, retrieve, read electronic mes-
sage. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Jesse Dalton Lambrecht, Long 
Prairie. Fail to display current regis-
tration. Fine $30. Fee $85.

Suzanne Ruth Lillyblad-Larson, 
Minneapolis. Speed 80/70. Fine 
$40. Fee $85.

Dillyn Robert Lucksinger, Elrosa. 
Window tint less than 50 percent 
light transmittance. Fine $50. Fee 
$85.

Andrew Gregory Magrum, Boze-
man, Mont. Speed 75/70. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

Randy Allan Marsh, Champlin. 
Speed 87/70. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Edinson Medina Matos, Long 
Prairie. Speed 65/60. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

Logan Leander Meyer, Sauk 
Centre. Speed 65/55. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

Emily Jane Newman, Fergus 
Falls. Speed 99/70. Fine $100. Fee 
$185.

Dylan James Olson, Sauk Centre. 
Window tint less than 50 percent light 
transmittance. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Katherine Marie Preszler, Grand 
Forks, N.Dak. Speed 99/70. Fine 
$100. Fee $185.

Maria Esther Rodriguez Madri-
gal, Long Prairie. Speed 75/60. Fine 
$60. Fee $85.

Francisco Emmanuel Sanchez, 
Orlando, Flor. Driving after revoca-
tion. Fine $200. Fee $85.

Jackson Patr ick Saueressig, 
Rochester. Speed 82/70. Fine $50. 
Fee $85.

Aliss White Smith, Buffalo. Speed 
75/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Brian Raymond Terhaar, Long 
Prairie. Speed 74/60. Fine $50. 
Fee $85.

David Michael Van Schepen, Hull, 
Iowa. Speed 65/55. Fine $40. Fee 
$85.

Nicolas David Varner, Long Prai-
rie. Speed 73/60. Fine $50. Fee 
$85.

Miguel Angel Villarreal Fermin, 
Sauk Centre. Instruction permit vio-
lation (18 years or older). Fine $50. 
Fee $85.

Hanwakan Blaikie Whitecloud, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. Speed 84/70. 
Fine $50. Fee $85.

Troy Jason Zarns, Swanville. 
Speed 65/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Naomi Joy Ziegler, Northfield. 
Speed 70/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Osakis Police Department
Nicklas Andrew Davey, Brow-

erville. Speed 112/60. Fine $150. 
Fee $235.

Staples Police Department
Devon Anthony Brusewitz, Sta-

ples. Unlawful parking/storage. Dis-
missed. Failure to provide garbage 
collection. Dismissed. Failure to pro-
vide garbage container. Dismissed.

Tina Marie Lessard, Bemidji. 
Careless driving. Fine $100. Fee 
$85.

Todd County Sheriff’s Office
John Alan Branch, Browerville. 

Disorderly conduct. Dismissed, con-
ditions met or expired.

Jesus Daniel Garcia Montanez, 
Long Prairie. Speed 84/55. Fine 
$100. Fee $85. Driving after revoca-
tion. Fine $200. 

Spencer Jon Hayes, Clarissa. 
Threaten crime of violence. Dis-
missed, conditions met or expired.

Lawrence Joseph Kleinschmidt, 
Bertha. Hunting- discharge firearm/
bow public highway. Dismissed.

Micahel Javier Llopiz Rivera, Cla-
rissa. Fifth Degree possession of a 
controlled substance. Dismissed, 
conditions met or expired.

Edgar Osvaldo, Long Prairie. 
Driving after suspension. Fine $200.  
Fee $85.

Joe Allan Miller, Brainerd. Driv-
ing after revocation. Fine $200. Fee 
$85.

Sean Joseph Wessel, Sauk 
Centre. Driving after revocation. Fine 
$200. Fee $85.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Daniel 
A. Benson in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County Aug. 15, 
2024.

Elengoi Iyekar, Staples. DWI- 
Fourth Degree. Dismissed. DWI-op-
erate motor vehicle under influence 
of controlled substance. Dismissed. 
DWI- operate motor vehicle- body 
contains any amount Schedule I, II 
drugs. Dismissed. Cannabis open 
package-cannabis use in motor vehi-
cle on street or highway prohibited. 
Dismissed. Careless driving. Sen-
tenced. Fine $400. Fee $75. Local 
confinement 90 days. Stay 90 days 
for one year. Supervised probation, 
one year.

Nicholas Lee Werder, Delano. 
Speed 65/60. Stay of adjudication. 
Fine $40. Fee $75. Unsupervised 
probation, on year.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Daniel 
A. Benson in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County Aug. 16, 
2024.

Joshua Remington Luloff, Osakis. 
School bus stop signal. Dismissed, 
conditions met or expired.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Daniel 
A. Benson in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County Aug. 20, 
2024.

Jorge Escalera Garcia, Long Prai-
rie. Third Degree DWI-alcohol greater 
than 0.08 within two hours. Fine $50. 
Fee totals $155. Sentenced. Local 
confinement 365 days; stay for 335 
days for four years. Credit for time 
served: two days. Supervised proba-
tion, four years. 

Justin James Cook, Minneapolis. 
Duty to drive with due care. Contin-
ued for dismissal. Fee totals $75. 
Unsupervised monitoring without 
conviction, six months.

Nicholas Galen Andvik, St. 
Michael. Speed 64/60. Continued 
for dismissal. Fee totals $75. Unsu-
pervised monitoring without convic-
tion, six months.

J. Brockford Smith, Long Prairie. 
Driver approaching intersection fails 
to yield right of way. Continued for 
dismissal. Fee totals $75. Unsuper-
vised monitoring without conviction, 
six months.

Adrianna Rose Waugh, Brower-
ville. Disorderly conduct. Sentenced. 
Fine $75. Fee totals $150. Local 
confinement 90 days. Stay 89 days 
for one year. Credit for time served: 
one day. Unsupervised probation, 
one year.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Daniel 
A. Benson in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County Aug. 21, 
2024.

Justin Lee Paquette, Maple 
Grove. Speed 74/60. Continued for 
dismissal. Fee total $75. Unsuper-
vised monitoring without conviction, 
six months.

Trisha Nicole Bierwerth, Long 
Prairie. DWI-operate motor vehicle 
under influence of alcohol. Dis-
missed. DWI- operate motor vehicle- 
alcohol concentration 0.08 within 
two hours. Sentenced. Fine $400. 
Fee $100. Local confinement 90 
days. Stay 90 days for two years. 
Supervised probation, two years. 
Operate motor vehicle after license 
suspension, revocation, cancellation. 
Dismissed.

Derek Frances Moats, Hewitt. 
Issuance of worthless checks. Con-
tinued for dismissal. Restitution 
$77.62. Unsupervised monitoring 
without conviction, six months.

Court report Aug. 28

Cass County Sheriff  Bryan Welk reports that on Aug. 
26, at 5:31 p.m., the Cass County Sheriff’s Office received 
a report of  a missing adult male in the City of  Pine River.

The Pine River Police Department responded and 
learned that an adult male, age 54, had left a residence and 
gone swimming in the Pine River and had not returned. 

A search of  the area was conducted and the victim was 
located in the Pine River at 7:13 p.m., deceased. An autopsy 
is scheduled with the Ramsey County Medical Examiner’s 
Office.

Assisting at the scene was the Pine River Police Depart-
ment and the Pine River Fire Department.

Pine River man drowns 
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On August 9th the Minne-
sota Department of  Natural 
Resources (DNR) posted at 
its web site a report reveal-
ing the results of  its 2024 
Waterfowl Breeding Popu-
lation Survey.  This report 
is issued annually, and pro-
vides estimates of  the num-
ber of  Minnesota breeding 
ducks and geese of  various 
species, many of  which—
not coin-
c i d e n t a l -
l y — a r e 
important 
to hunters. 

In light 
o f  t h e 
fact that 
much of  
the state 
has expe-
r i e n c e d 
either ad-
equate or 
s u r p l u s 
r a i n f a l l 
this sum-
mer—not 
to mention flooding in many 
areas, and high lake and 
river levels—the pictures 
painted by the 2024 report 
might have been expected 
to be positive.  Water equals 
waterfowl, right? But that 
expectation has not been 
met, if  the numbers re-
vealed in this DNR report 
are accurate. 

It should be noted that 
the number of  ducks and 
geese in such reports are 
typically an estimate, not 
an actual head count, which 
would be logistically impos-
sible.  Tallies are based on 
the number of  birds seen 
in aerial and ground obser-
vations, adjusted by “mul-
tipliers” that are believed 
to lead researchers to rea-
sonable estimates of  overall 

population numbers.  In a 
much-oversimplified way, 
it’s sort of  like: “If  we’ve 
seen this many, then there 
must be this many we didn’t 
see.” 

Add them together and 
you get a population esti-
mate.  For this reason, re-
ports like this one might be 
more accurately described 
as revealing trends and fluc-
tuations in wildlife abun-
dance, rather than precise 
numbers from one year to 
the next.  

So what are these num-
bers that are proving disap-
pointing?  The DNR report 
estimates that this year’s 
breeding population of  
mallards is down some 37% 
from the 2023 estimate, or an 
estimated 141,000 this year 
compared to 222,000 in 2023.  
Mallards have historically 
been a “bread and butter” 
duck among Minnesota wa-
terfowl hunters.  Also down, 
according to the report, are 
the combined total breed-
ing ducks of  other common 
Minnesota species; down by 
20% from 2023.  Breeding 
Canada geese are reported 
down by 7% from last year. 

The most notable bright 
spot was blue-winged teal, 
whose breeding numbers 
were estimated to be 26% 
above 2023, or 160,000 com-
pared to 126,000.  Teal are 
historically one of  the “big 
three” ducks most harvest-
ed by Minnesota hunters, 
especially during the early 
part of  the season, before 
these early migrants leave 
the state heading south.

So how can these num-
bers, if  close to being ac-
curate, be explained?  How, 
given the wet year that it’s 
been?  This DNR report, 

like others before it, did 
not cross reference spring 
breeding numbers with 
hunter harvest from the 
prior fall.  It did not suggest 
that other mortality factors, 
like predation, could play a 
part in a survey finding of  
a waterfowl population’s de-
cline.  As one former DNR 
waterfowl biologist has put 
it, “Biologists have adopt-
ed a culture where neither 
hunter harvest nor preda-
tors have an additive or cu-
mulative effect on popula-
tions.” He believes it can be 
otherwise.

His comment may seem 
cynical, but the recent his-
tory of  waterfowl manage-
ment in Minnesota has been 
one of  promoting increased 
harvest at nearly every turn.  
Some fear this will be to the 
detriment of  the resource.  
Start the season earlier and 
earlier, liberalize the har-
vest of  mallards and wood 
ducks, lengthen shooting 
hours, eliminate the early 
season 4:00 p.m. closure that 
was intended to protect lo-
cally breeding birds, and 
last, create a special early 
teal season.  As this retired 
waterfowl biologist went 
on to say, and believes, “We 
are not maintaining an ade-
quate recruitment of  hens.  
This will accumulate like 
the interest on a bad loan.”

Be that as it may, there 
may be a more benign ex-
planation for this year’s re-
ported declines in breeding 
waterfowl.  The report notes 
that the seasonal conditions 
that coincided with the ar-
rival of  northward migrat-
ing waterfowl this spring 
were actually unfavorable 
for early nesters; mallards 
and pintails, for example.  

Uncharacteristically early 
ice-out statewide may have 
accelerated the northward 
migration.  Then, when ear-
ly migrants arrived, they 
found most of  Minnesota in 
moderate to severe drought. 

The DNR suggests in its 
report that these early nest-
ing ducks may have kept 
moving to wetter pastures, 
so to speak.  In one out-
door media outlet, an offi-
cial in the DNR’s Wetland 
Wildlife Research Group, 
based in Bemidji, suggest-
ed that prairie or parkland 
locations in the Canadian 
provinces—or even Alas-
ka—could have been their 
ultimate nesting destina-
tion.  When the rains did 
arrive in Minnesota in late 
April and into May they im-
proved nesting conditions 
dramatically, which may 
have benefitted the later 
nesting blue-winged teal.

If  there is any silver lin-
ing to this DNR theory, the 
southward migration of  
birds that shunned Min-
nesota on their way north 
to nest may come through 
Minnesota on their south-
ward migratory journey.  
Whether they stop or tar-
ry here on that leg of  their 
migration is an open ques-
tion.  Also open is the ques-
tion of  where those young 
birds hatched in such “Plan 
B” locations outside of  
Minnesota will settle and 
breed as adults.  Waterfowl 
are guided by both instinct 
and learned behavior, and 
understandably develop ties 
to the place of  their birth.  
Will they stop in Minnesota 
to breed next spring, as we 
would hope?  Only time will 
tell.

Minnesota’s 2024 breeding 
duck data is disappointing
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From the Legislative-Citizen 
Commission on Minnesota 
Resources (LCCMR)

In July, Governor Walz 
approved a  recommen-
dation from the Legisla-
tive-Citizen Commission on 
Minnesota Resources (LC-
CMR) for $164,000 in funding 
from the Environment and 
Natural Resources Trust 
Fund (ENRTF) for a proj-
ect to research how far and 
fast chronic wasting disease 
(CWD) prions move through 
Minnesota’s streams and 
rivers. This research, made 
possible through the LC-
CMR’s Emerging Issues 
Account, will help inform 
water quality management 
agencies about the spread 
of  CWD in Minnesota and 
beyond.

In approving the request, 
Governor Walz wrote, “Min-
nesota has a long history of  
taking bold and innovative 
action on environmental 
and conservation issues. 
Sometimes it  requires 
unique, outside-the-box 
thinking and ideas. I am 
thankful to live in a state 
that is ready and willing to 
act.”

LCCMR co-chairs Rep. 
Rick Hansen, Sen. Foung 
Hawj, and Nancy Gibson, 
said in a statement, “Min-
nesota’s response to CWD 
will only be as strong as our 
understanding of  the dis-
ease itself. We need more 
efforts like this, which build 
on previous ENRTF-funded 
research, to provide critical 
Minnesota-specific infor-
mation about the spread of  
CWD.”

T h e  a p p r ove d  f u n d -
ing will allow researchers 
from the Minnesota Cen-
ter for Prion Research and 
Outreach (MNPRO) at the 
University of  Minneso-
ta to evaluate CWD prion 
movement downstream 
of  known CWD hot spots. 
CWD is a contagious, 100 

percent fatal neurological 
disease affecting deer, the 
prions of  which are resis-
tant to degradation and can 
remain infectious in the 
environment for years. Led 
by Dr. Diana Karwan, this 
effort builds on recent MN-
PRO research, supported by 
funding from the ENRTF 
and the Clean Water Fund, 
that helped illuminate how 
CWD prions associate with 
fine sediment suspended 
in water, with preliminary 
results indicating prion 
-positive sediments can be 
found downstream of  some 
CWD-positive cervid farms 
even after the farms have 
been depopulated.

The LCCMR’s Emerging 
Issues Account is intended 
to be used for efforts ad-
dressing an unexpected and 
urgent need in an expedit-
ed manner, including to ad-
dress environmental or dis-
ease issues where delay will 
threaten the viability of  seg-
ments of  the State’s natural 
resources or human health. 
Requests for funds from the 
Emerging Issues Account 
follow a different process 
than the LCCMR’s RFP and 
funding recommendation 
process. After recommenda-
tion by the commission on 
June 28, 2024, this request 
was sent to the Governor for 
approval.

The Environment and 
Natural Resources Trust 
Fund is a permanent dedi-
cated fund in the Minneso-
ta state treasury that was 
established by 77 percent 
voter approval of  a consti-
tutional amendment in 1988. 
The amendment directs 
forty percent of  the net 
proceeds of  the Minnesota 
State Lottery into the Trust 
Fund until the year 2025. 
Since 1991, approximately 
$1 billion from the ENRTF 
has been spent on over 1,600 
projects that protect and en-
hance Minnesota’s environ-
ment and natural resources 
in every county of  the state.

State to study 
CWD in streams

Quote of  the week

“What does labor want? 
We want more schoolhouses 

and less jails; more books and 
less arsenals; more learning 

and less vice; more leisure and 
less greed; more justice and 

less revenge; in fact, 
more of  the opportunities to 
cultivate our better natures.”

— Samuel Gompers 
(Founder of  the American Fed-

eration of  Labor)

By Heather Close
The Rural Blog

Small towns across the 
United States are short on 
people, money and a young-
er workforce, which leaves 
many older rural residents 
doing the work of  two or 
three people. When older 
residents retire, rural com-
munities are hard-pressed 
to “find and afford” new 
workers for a range of  pub-
lic-sector positions, reports 
Jon Kamp of  The Wall Street 
Journal. “The challenge. . . 
faces small governments 
scattered around the U.S., 
and often leaves those still 
there to pick up the slack.”

The rural labor conun-
drum affects states as big as 
Texas and as small as Maine. 

“In Texas, roughly two-
thirds of  cities with 3,000 to 
5,000 residents are missing 
a finance director. . . . Other 
city employees who might 
not have financial-manage-
ment experience often end 
up filling in, said Bennett 
Sandlin, the Texas Mu-
nicipal League’s director,” 
Kamp writes. “Cities [may 
then] go without audits, 
raising the chances of  un-
corrected bookkeeping er-
rors, he said.” In tiny Ash-
land, Maine, one 65-year-old 
resident “runs the town’s 
sports programs, drives Lit-

tle Leaguers to away games, 
cleans the town office, takes 
seniors out for meals. . .” 

Since rural populations 
tend to be older, the pres-
sure to attract and keep 
younger residents will only 
increase as baby boomer 
employees age into retire-
ment. “Local officials and 
government associations 
in many states say they 
face a persistent challenge 
to find qualified employ-
ees who want to work in a 
small town’s office,” Kamp 
explains. “Small-town offi-
cials say they face particu-
lar hurdles when it comes 
to offering competitive sala-
ries to compete for workers.”

Rural labor shortages 
can mean loads of  work for 
older residents still want-
ing to work, but it can also 
mean services close or con-
solidate. “Limestone, Maine, 
is a small town abutting 
Canada’s New Brunswick 
border, closed its ambu-
lance service many years 
ago, contracting it out to the 
nearby city of  Caribou for 
less money. Last year, the 
police department closed,” 
Kamp reports. “Limestone’s 
interim town manager, Alan 
Mulherin, said that with-
out police regularly nearby, 
there is more speeding and 
drug activity.” Maine state 
and county police now an-
swer calls in Limestone.

Rural towns face public 
sector worker shortages

From North Star Policy Action

North Star Policy Action 
has released the State of  
Working Minnesota, provid-
ing a new analysis of  the 
status of  working people 
in Minnesota. The inaugu-
ral edition of  this annual 
report delves into working 
Minnesotans’ recovery from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, re-
vealing significant achieve-
ments alongside persistent 
disparities facing women 
and people of  color in the 
North Star State.

The report finds that 
Minnesota workers have re-
bounded strongly from the 
pandemic, achieving nearly 
3 million jobs statewide in 
2023 – a record high in the 
state’s history. With an un-
employment rate of  2.9 per-
cent, one of  the lowest in the 
country, Minnesota’s labor 
market has showcased re-
markable resilience. 

Wages in Minnesota have 
also seen a substantial in-
crease. The median wage 
climbed to $26.43 in 2023, 
the highest in the Midwest. 
Coming out of  the pandem-
ic, low-wage workers experi-
enced the largest gains, with 

their wages growing 12.5 
percent since 2019, while 
wages for wealthier Min-
nesotans increased by 9.6 
percent. Lending further ev-
idence to widespread gains, 
the proportion of  Minne-
sota workers earning pov-
erty wages has been near-
ly halved over the last ten 
years, dropping from over 24 
percent in 2013 to 13.1 per-
cent in 2023. 

“Our research indicates 
that Minnesota workers, 
and particularly lower wage 
Minnesota workers, are in 
a better position today than 
they were before the pan-
demic in terms of  jobs and 
wages” said Aaron Rosen-
thal, Research Director of  
North Star Policy Action. 

“The robust recovery we’ve 
seen is a testament to the 
many pro-worker policies 
that have supported the 
strength and adaptability of  
our workforce.”

Health benefits are an-
other area where Minne-
sota stands out. The state 
ranks second nationally for 
employer-provided health 
coverage, with 68.2 percent 
of  the workforce receiving 
health insurance through 
their  employers.  T hi s 

widespread access contrib-
utes to high-quality health 
outcomes, including the 
third-highest life expectan-
cy in the country. 

One possible  reason 
for Minnesota workers’ 
achievements can be found 
in the North Star State lead-
ing the Midwest in union 
membership for the fourth 
consecutive year. While re-
maining the highest in the 
region, the state’s 13.2 per-
cent union membership rate 
reflected a drop from 2022, 
continuing a decades-long 
slide. From this perspective, 
Minnesota’s regional lead-
ership stems from a relative-
ly slow decline, with orga-
nized labor falling faster in 
neighboring states. 

Amidst many positive 
trends, the report identifies 
significant and persistent 
gender and racial dispari-
ties. Women in Minnesota 
earn 83 cents for every dol-
lar earned by men, and the 
racial gap in employer-pro-
vided health insurance is 
the largest in the country. 
Black Minnesotans are less 
than half  as likely as their 
white counterparts to have 
employer-provided health 
care. “While we celebrate 

our progress, we must also 
confront the persistent in-
equalities that exist,” said 
Rosenthal. “Addressing 
these disparities is crucial 
for ensuring that all work-
ing Minnesotans benefit 
from our state’s economic 
growth.”

North Star Policy Action 
encourages policymakers, 
employers, and community 
leaders to use the report’s 
findings as a guide for fos-
tering a more inclusive and 
equitable workforce. “This 
report is not just a snapshot 
of  where we stand, but a 
call to action for building on 
our progress and lifting up 
all of  Minnesota’s working 
people,” said Jake Schwitzer, 
Executive Director of  North 
Star Policy Action. 

The full “State of  Work-
ing Minnesota” report can 
be found at northstarpol-
icy.org/state-of-working-
mn-2024.

North Star Policy Action is an 
independent research and 
communications institute that 
is dedicated to improving 
the lives of everyday 
Minnesotans

Minnesota unemployment down, 
wages starting to rise
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AUCTION
Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024

Trantina Auction Service
Col. Walter Trantina, Lic. #77-51 • Browerville, MN 56438 • 218-820-1019

SALE TIME: 10 A.M.     RESTROOMS AVAILABLE    LUNCH ON GROUNDS

Many, Many Toys, Very Rare and 
Collectible

The following items will be sold at auction located at:
 365 East River Rd., Motley, MN 56466   Follow signs on:

Neon Budweiser light
Lighted beer signs, including 
 Budweiser, Schmidt (Yellow & Blue), 
 and others

COLLECTIBLES, TOYS, MORE
Many, many toys, very rare/ collectible, 
 including Structo, Adams, Richmond,
 Tonka, Dubkey, Nylit, Ertl, Hubley, etc.
Marilyn Monroe items 
Coca Cola items including lamps, etc.
Die-cast model toys, many
John Deere toys and rare pieces, nice
Tru Scale toys
International toys by Ertl
Shirley Temple doll, 1930's, 18" tall
Cabbage Patch dolls
A lot of Fisher Price and Playskool toys
Hot Wheels and Matchbox toys
Cast iron toys Military pins
Oil cans: Texaco, Gulf, Penzoil

Vintage marbles Railroad items
Galvanized items Planes
Belt buckles Pocket knives

SPORTING
12 ga. and 20 ga. single, automatic,
 vintage, guns
Tackle boxes with lures
A lot of hunting knives
1972 Schwinn girl's bicycle

PORCELAIN, GLASS, COPPER
Black and red porcelain pots and pans
Green glass and brown glass 
 with pitcher, etc.
Ceramics, painted and unpainted
Copper kettle with lid

OLDER
Horse drawn potato planter, cultivator, 

sickle mower, single row cultivator
Red Wing crock, 30 gal Old boxes
Old ash trays Old posters
Cast iron seats Old trays, metal

TOOLS
A lot of tools and tool boxes Vices
Chainsaws Misc. items
Brass fittings Front tine tiller
Custom made tailgate, Chev.

MANY MORE ITEMS 
TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION

Dave and Kellie Eisel
TRANTINA CLERKING. TERMS: CASH OR GOOD CHECK. Nothing to be removed until settled for. Settlement 
must be made by conclusion of auction. Everything sold "AS IS." You are responsible for your items after making 
a purchase. Driver's license or proper ID is required to register. Statements made by auctioneer at auction take pre-
cedence over any printed material. Purchases in excess of $5,000 must be accompanied with a bank letter of credit. 
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS.

Previews at allauctionsales.com and www.midwestauctions.com

Budweiser pool light 
with Dale Earnhardt Jr. 

race cars that spin

1951 International L-170 
truck, ran last year

Sears Service Center, old

Glass show cases

Buccaneer 
pinball machine

1997 Polaris XCR Indy 600 
Performance, 

3 cyl., only 3,787 mi., in shed

2020 CF Moto 600 
4x4-wheeler, one owner, 
only 172 mi., nice, clean, 

always shedded

2. col.X7”

w
37c

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 9/1/2024 Central

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (833) 937-2593 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles 

due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

All eligible voters are invited to attend: 

MEET THE 
CANDIDATES FORUM 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
Lions Community Center- 109 1st Ave. SE, Verndale

Hosted by Todd-Wadena Electric Cooperative

Social: 6:30 p.m.       Forum Begins: 7:00 p.m.
All State & Federal candidates have been invited

Steve’s Auto Salvage
& G&L Service

218-445-6885 • Located in Verndale at Steve’s Auto

•Tires (New & Used)
•Tubes •Belts

•AG Tires •Bulbs •Oil •Antifreeze
•Used Auto Parts

                                     Week of September 1, 2024             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSEVENTSHELP WANTED

WANTED TO BUY MISCELLANEOUS

SACRED FESTIVALS

AGE 55+ WORKERS 
needed for part-time custodial 
work at rest areas and state parks in 
Minnesota. Apply online at 
greenviewmn.com or call 651/639-1913

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

PROVERBS 6:23 MINISTRY 
is hosting Almighty Yahuah’s annual 
commanded Sacred Festival Sukkot 
(tabernacles) October 17-24. “Yahuah’s 
words are binding forever” (Isaiah 40:8) 
Information, directions 218/533-6029

MINNESOTA CARD SHOW 
Midwest’s biggest show, Saint Paul 
RiverCentre, September 12th-15th! 
Buy, sell, and trade sports and TCG 
cards. $15 admission, 10 & under free!

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution fo� any-
one who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506 

GET DISH 
satellite TV + internet! Free install, free 
HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand 
movies, plus limited time up to $600 
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309 

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE show-
er package and $1600 Off  for a lim-
ited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882 

BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 
low price! Call today and get the latest 
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621 

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience of 1.3 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979

The Lincoln Community 
Church will hold its annual 
ecumenical service Tues-
day, Sept. 10, at 1:30 p.m. The 
historic church is located at 
31177 Aster Rd., in Cushing.

All are welcome to attend 
this event, which is spon-
sored by the Lincoln Ladies 
Aid. Pastor Donald Reigstad, 
pastor at Lincoln Evangel-
ical Free Church, will lead 
the service. Refreshments 
will follow.

The beautiful church is 
maintained by the Lincoln 
Ladies Aid, a group of  about 
10 - 12 members. Recently, 
the women discovered the 
church had been vandalized, 
and reported the incident to 

the Morrison County Sher-
iff’s Office on July 19. As 
the result of  the vandalism, 
four large windows had to 
be replaced, and the women 
spent several hours clean-
ing up the mess that had 
been caused.

The church is over 100 
years old, and the women 
are not aware of  anything 
like this happening to it in 
the past. They’re hoping 
it doesn’t happen again. 
They’re also hoping that 
many people will join them 
on Sept. 10, for the annual 
service at the church they 
care deeply about, and con-
tinue to faithfully maintain.

Annual service at 
Lincoln Community 
Church is Sept. 10

The Lincoln Ladies Aid, which maintains the Lincoln 
Community Church, discovered it had been vandalized 
this past July. They have since cleaned it up, and it is 

ready for the annual service scheduled for Tuesday, Sept. 
10, at 1:30 p.m. (Submitted photos)

Historic church in Lincoln Lakes Area vandalized

Sept. 10
ExpEriEncE StrEngth And 

hopE AA group MtgS in StA-
plES   are held at the Church 
of  Christ, 27343 490th St., 
Tuesdays at 7  p.m. For info., 
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

September 11
AnnuAl FAll FEStivAl EvEnt 

At MotlEy FrEE MEthodiSt 
church Wednesday, Sept. 11, 
5 - 7 p.m., 33 Wellwood St. 
E., Motley. Taco supper, fall 
desserts, prize drawings, 
games, hayrides, candy, 
Awana registration. Free 
event for the entire family. 
Everyone is welcome.

Mark Your 
Calendar

The North Central Small 
Business Development 
Center (SBDC) at Central 
Lakes College announc-
es that they will be host-
ing four sessions of  their 
Starting a Small Business 
101 workshop throughout 
the region this fall. The 
workshop is an interactive, 
two-hour session designed 
to help entrepreneurs 
and new business owners 
turn their small business 
dreams into reality.

Each session of  Start-
ing a Small Business 101 
will cover an introduc-
tion to entrepreneurship; 
business planning basics; 
legal structures overview; 
financing your business 
and developing a market-
ing plan. Participants can 
choose the date and loca-
tion that works best for 
their schedule. The options 
include:

o Sept. 10, 5:30-7:30 p.m. – 
Brainerd

o Sept. 17, 5:30-7:30 p.m.,  
Staples

o Oct. 1, 5:30-7:30 p.m., 
Wadena

o Oct. 17, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Long Prairie

There is a registration 
fee for the Brainerd, Staples 

and Long Prairie workshop. 
A discounted price applies 
to the Wadena workshop 
only; see the registration 
page for more details. Cen-
tral Lakes College students, 
alumni and employees are 
eligible to attend any of  the 
Starting a Small Business 
101 workshops at no cost 
through the Raider Fami-
ly Discount. “We’re proud 
of  our strong relationship 
with Central Lakes College 
and want to do our part to 
build futures through the 
power of  entrepreneur-
ship,” stated Katie Heppner, 
Regional Director of  the 
North Central SBDC.

To register and learn 
more about Starting a 
Small Business 101, visit: 
https://mnscu.rschoolto-
day.com/public/getclass/
c a t e g o r y _ i d / 1 6 7 2 / p r o -
gram_id/40. A link can also 
be found on the North Cen-
tral SBDC’s Facebook page.

To learn more about 
the North Central SBDC 
and to register for ser-
vices visit www.clcmn.
edu/small-business-devel-
opment-center or contact 
Katie Heppner, Regional 
Director, at katherine.hep-
pner@clcmn.edu.

Small Business 101 
sessions from SBDC

Cyeryl Holmquist has moved her SwitchTrack Nutrition business to 308 2nd Ave. 
NE in Staples, the former Chamber of Commerce build-
ing. The chamber celebrated the new location with a rib-
bon cutting on Aug. 6. From left, Josi Longbottom, Marlo 
Corona, Bill Haugan, Zoe Stevens, Holmquist, Jamie 
D’Ambrogio and Abigail Brown. Holmquist said even after 
being closed for seven months, her customers came 
back right away. More about the business can be found 
at cherylholmquist.goherbalife.com. (Staples World pho-
to by Mark Anderson)

New location for SwitchTrack Nutrition
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Not a day goes by that we don’t think about 
you. We remember your glowing smile, 
your infectious laugh, and your love for 

everyone you met. We love and miss you 
Mom, Mother-in law, Grandma.

Love, Greg and Stephanie Leslie, 
Karrie Carlson, Morgan Ortloff, 

Olivia Berg, Ava, Parker, and Thea Carlson.

Joan Marie (Vasecka) Saenger, November 28, 1956-August 28, 1999
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Needing/Wanting a 
 Granite Memorial

 FOR YOUR FAMILY?
I can help!
Diane M. 
Hahn

30 years serving 
our area! 

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685 
or 218-640-2341

Staples Area Church Directory
Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Pastor Zach Jones
 Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Adult Bible Study ..........................6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Pastor Chris Mathiason
Sunday Worship Service ...................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org 
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

 

Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA ....................218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
 Sunday Worship ............................8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
Pastor Chris Mathiason
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
                     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
Community Life Pastor: Jim Brown
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Heath Belknap, Pastor of Student Ministries
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775
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***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com. 
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

“That Pesky Plank”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

Have you noticed that we can see other people’s short-
comings better than we can see our own? It’s true in my 
life. It brings to mind Romans 2:1 (NIV) when the Apostle 
Paul says, “You, therefore, have no excuse. You who pass 
judgement on someone else, for at whatever point you 
judge another, you are condemning yourself, because 
you who pass judgement do the same things.”

One of the classic old adages is “People who live in 
glass houses shouldn’t throw stones.” In other words, we 
need to be careful in criticizing another person when we 
haven’t done our own homework of self-examination 
before God first. We assume that it’s all well with us when 
in fact it may not be.

Yes, that’s where examination needs to take place for 
all of us. But be careful. We can make an error on both 
ends of these thoughts, misrepresenting Scripture (and 
God) in either one.

The call of God is to neither be self-righteously judge-
mental or, equally dangerous, is to throw out all of God’s 
wise design and conclude we never have a responsibility 
to speak into another person’s life. Yes, we need to be 
humble, but when a person is on fire, just watching is not 
a loving thing to do.

The Scripture that’s often run to in order to throw out 
all engaged discernment is Matthew 7:1 (NIV) “Do not 
judge, or you too will be judged.” But it goes on to say 
in verse two, “For in the same way you judge others, you 
will be judged, and with the same measure you use, it 
will be measured to you.” So, Jesus isn’t throwing out all 
“measuring.” 

What He is calling us to is a perspective of humble 
dependence upon God that seeks to bring people to the 
One Who is “the Way, the Truth and the Life.”

Often followers of Jesus are criticized for being judge-
mental with our “opinions.” Now, that criticism is justified 
if we’re trying to place on others OUR opinions. Followers 
of Jesus, we need to be careful. We can slip into accusa-
tions toward another person that’s human based and 
then sugar coat it with a God-language that seeks to 
justify our assessment of another person. That is wrong.

Jesus is the only perfect person that’s ever walked this 
planet...and His compassion is unmatched. But His com-
passion is NEVER a spineless compassion. It’s strong and 
with the content of absolute truth. As the Great Physician, 
He is not timid in calling out our spiritual cancer or a di-
rection where we are careening out of control and down a 
cliff. He loves us too much to go passive with us.

Yes, as Jesus goes on in Matthew 5, we do need to, in 
self-examination, “take pesky planks out of our own eyes 
before we attempt to take the speck of sawdust out of 
other people’s eyes” (Matthew 5:4-5). But caring about 
what is right and life-giving for everyone is what chapter 
five is all about. Going on further in Matthew 5, Jesus 
uses vivid language of universal truth with imagery life 
“the narrow and wide gate,” “true and false prophets,” and 
“wise and foolish builders.”

So, folks, let’s indeed be humble... but ALSO discerning 
as we mutually seek what God thinks, passing it along as 
“one beggar, telling another beggar, where to find fresh 
bread.”

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-1112.

Veterans at the Lakewood Health System Care Cen-
ter in Staples were recently presented with quilts made 
and provided from the Quilts of Honor of Brainerd, along 
with the Piecemakers Quilting Club of Staples. All of the 
quilts were hand made and numbered by the Quilts of 
Honor. Each of the veterans received a pillow case as 

well. The presentation was provided by Mary Theuer, 
Bob Hamann and Huck Holst. Pictured, front row from 
left, are veterans George Newton, Ron Anderson, Steven 
Schively, Anthony Young, Donald Heimer, Marion Beller. 
In the back row are members of the Piecemakers Quilt 
Club and the American Legion. (Submitted photo)

Quilts of Honor presentation at care center

Life Currents Policy
To request that an obituary, anniversary or other event (including benefit 

events) be placed word for word, personalized, contain more than one 
photo, or to run for more than one week, it may be placed as a display 
advertisement at the regular advertising rates ($10.75 /col. inch). The item 
will be placed in our newspaper with a border around it and must be paid for 
at the time of placement. Deadline for adveritising copy is noon on Friday.

Obituaries received from private parties, funeral homes, will be edited 
to our format and paid for prior to running at our obituary rate ($10.25 pci) 
plus $5 per photo. Minimum is $60. Deadline for copy is noon on Friday, 
however, every effort is made to include those with timely services. Death 
notices are available and are free if followed in the next publication by the 
entire obituary. Obituaries printed in the Staples World will be posted on 
our webstie.

All obituaries are paid advertisements. Obituaries requested to be 
printed word for word will be charged regular advertising rates and marked 
as a -Paid Advertisement- with a box around it.

Please be sure to include the name of the deceased, date of birth, age, 
city of residence, when and where he or she died and the name and city of 
the funeral home handling the arrangements. 

DEADLINE
for all classified 
ads and copy is 

12 noon Friday

For the
Staples World

SPARKS Mentoring of  
Staples-Motley, formed in 
2022, by a group of  former 
educators, who believe 
that “Every student needs 
a mentor.”  SPARKS stands 
for Special People Are 
mentoRing Kids in School.  
They’ve  grown into a non-
profit that connects com-
munity volunteers with 
individual students and 
classrooms at Staples-Mot-
ley Elementary and Sacred 
Heart Area School.  

SPARKS has two pro-
grams that were running 
strong last year and will 
continue again. Reading 
Buddies, which allowed 
community volunteers to 
work with students in a 
one hour time frame and 
read short stories. Meal-
time Buddies is the other 
program, which matches 
volunteers with one child, 
and they pick a day once 
a week (or twice monthly) 
to have breakfast or lunch 
together.  SPARKS hopes to 
have enough volunteers to 
add another program this 
year, allowing volunteers 
to support students in their 

math learning too.  
SPARKS is funded by 

donations and events, such 
as Meals For Mentors, 
which will be held October 
1-15.  

SPARKS has participa-
tion from local businesses 
and organizations also.  
Trinity Lutheran Church 
held a pancake breakfast 
during Railroad Days, with 
the support of  Thrivent 
seed money and raised over 
$800 from free will dona-
tions.  Lakewood Health 
System staff  fill one day a 
week with Reading Buddy 
volunteers and new this 
year Dan Douts Insurance 
Agency is coming on board 
with some of  their employ-
ees too. 

S PA R K S  M e n t o r i n g 
offers a short training to 
prepare volunteers and 
allows for a wide range of  
time commitments from 
volunteers. If  you have 
interest in   joining SPARKS 
and being a SPARK in the 
life of  a child in SM reach 
out to mentoring2170@
gmail.com.

SPARKS 
Mentoring looks 
to expand

Alina Robinson, SPARKS program consultant, ac-
cepts a check for $812 from Kurt Wilson, proceeds 
from the Trinity Lutheran Church pancake breakfast held 
during Railroad Days. SPARKS Mentoring connects 
community volunteers with local students to support ac-
ademics and social/emotional needs.

Trinity Lutheran to SPARKS

Hello World
Online bir ths remOved 

at the request Of lakewOOd 
health system.
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Cardinal fans anticipate Annie Schlosser set-
ting to Miranda Schotzko (23). Schlosser also was 
able to turn into an attacker when needed, below 
left. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Volleyball action

The Staples-Motley girls cross country team took 
off from the starting line in their first meet of 2024, after 
placing second in the state in 2023. Cardinal runners 
included, from left, Suhaila Mikhaeil, Bella Hines, Mad-

elyn Kist, Leah Greenwaldt, Naila Mikhaeil, Aleea Holst 
and Audrey Brownell. (Staples World photos by Mark 
Anderson)

Cross country starts for returning state medal winners

The Staples-Motley cross 
country teams battled to 
within one point of  several 
quality teams in their open-
ing meet held on their home 
course at The Vintage in 
Staples.

The girls team placed 
second, one point behind 
Fergus Falls, while the 
boys were in a three way 
battle with Bertha-Hewitt 
and Park Rapids for second 
place. They ended up in 
fourth, one point away from 
B-H and tied with PR, but 
they lost the tiebreaker with 
their sixth runner finishing 
behind PR’s sixth runner.

Individually,  Audrey 
Brownell won the girls race, 
coming back strong in the 
second half  of  the race and 
making up a big gap from 
the early leader from Fergus 
Falls. The Cardinals had a 

solid group of  runners in 
the 2-5 positions, leading to 
a good team finish.

In the boys race, Logan 
Robben was the top finisher, 
with Blaine Plattner, Gage 
Bjerga and Andrew Dobson 
coming in soon after.

It was a hot and humid 
morning race, combined 
with a traditionally tough 
course, making for mostly 
slow times in this first race 
of  the year.

Girls results
F e r g u s  F a l l s  4 0 ,  S t a -

ples-Motley 41, Park Rapids 
89, Crosby-Ironton 90, Bran-
don-Evansville 99

Varsity (5,000 meters) - 1. 
Audrey Brownell 19:21, 10. Naila 
Mikhaeil 23:35, 15. Bella Hines 
24:40, 16. Suhaila Mikhaeil 24:43, 
18. Aleea Holst 24:50, 27. Leah 
Greenwaldt 26:20, 34. Madelyn 
Kist 29:18

Jr. high (2,500 meters) - 3. 
Elise Trif  11:37, 9. Alexis Odden 
12:38, 10. Anna Warner 12:53, 15. 
Mollie Larrimore 15:30

Boys results
Fe r g u s  F a l l s  2 0 ,  B e r -

tha-Hewitt 81, Park Rapids 82, 
Staples-Motley 82, Crosby-Iron-
ton 121, Long Prairie-Grey 
Eagle 163, Pine River-Backus 
188

Varsity (5,000 meters) - 10. 
Logan Robben 19:04, 14. Blaine 
Plattner 19:52, 15. Gage Bjerga 
20:01,  16.  Andrew Dobson 
20:05, 27. Ivan Lozano 21:34, 29. 
Gabriel Kroll 21:37, 32. Garrett 
Bjerga 22:05

JV: 9. Dillan Robben 23:43, 
12. Israel Ritter 25:02, 18. Jack-
son Odden 26:52, 20. Avandre 
Brandt 27:41

Jr. high (2,500 meters) - 11. 
Reed Leach 10:34, 22. Alex 
Leach 12:02, 26. Bennett Sonen-
stahl 12:30, 27. Zane Leach 12:41, 
40. Christopher Mikhaeil 20:24

Cardinals competitive 
in first CC meet

Israel Ritter
Blaine Plattner

Ivan Lozano and Andrew Dobson

The Staples-Motley vol-
leyball team came from 
behind in two of  their sets 
to beat Verndale 3-0 on Aug. 
27. They also won 3-0 against 
Foley on Aug. 29.

Against Verndale, the 
Cardinals won the first set 
25-12 but dug a big hole in the 
second set, falling behind 
4-11. They started their 
comeback with Hannah 
Cole and Miranda Schotzko 
getting ace blocks. They 
kept feeding Jade Storry 
and Livi Lorber for spikes 
and eventually took their 
first lead at 20-19. The last 

five points were two kills by 
Lorber, a block by Schotzko 
and a kill by Storry. In the 
third set, they fell behind 
15-18, but Cole and Schotzko 
blocked a spike, Storry had 
another kill and Lorber had 
a back row kill to pull ahead.

Team results
Staples-Motley 3, Vern-

dale 0; 25-12, 25-23, 25-19
Miranda Schotzko: Blocks-6
Jade Storry: Kills-13, Blocks-

2, Digs-6
Annie Schlosser:  Aces-

1, Assists-23, Kills-3, Blocks-2, 
Digs-2

Livi Lorber: Assists-4, Kills-

9, Blocks-2, Digs-3
Lilly Tyrrell:  Assists-1, 

Digs-6
Ellie Lange: Digs-7
Izzy Becker: Aces-1, Kills-4, 

Digs-6
Hannah Cole: Kills-1, Blocks-

4, Digs-1
Staples-Motley 3, Foley 0; 

25-23, 25-19, 25-19
Schotzko: kills-1, blocks-2
Storry: aces-1, kills-10, digs-9
Schlosser: assists-23, kill-1, 

blocks-2, digs-1
Lorber: aces-1, assists-4, 

kills-20, blocks-3, digs-3
Tyrrell: digs-7
Lange: aces-1, digs-7
Becker: aces-1, kills-2, digs-5
Cole: kills-3, blocks-2

Straight set wins for VB

Jade Storry scores on a spike.
Izzy Becker
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Holst Acres hosted a wiffleball tour-
nament for the Staples-Motley Athletic Hall 
of Fame on Aug. 18. Nine teams partici-
pated  with a mix of young players, alumni 

and wiffleball fans. Above, the Class of 
2004 team makes a play in the outfield. 
(Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Hall of Fame tournament

The 2024 Staples-Motley Athletic Hall of  
Fame induction will be Saturday, Oct. 5, at 
Centennial Auditorium in Staples. Social 
hour is at 4:30 and the ceremony starts at 
5:30.

Inducted in the 2024 class will be:
Athletes:
Jessica (Beachy) Rahman (1984) basket-

ball, tennis, track and field
John Riewer (1982) basketball, baseball
Gordy Thompson Sr. (1972) wrestling, 

football

Curt Johnson (1969) basketball, track 
and field, baseball, football

Lyle Stevens (1960) football, wrestling, 
baseball, track and field

Teams:
1978 & 1979 Staples Wrestling Teams
1998 & 1999 Staples-Motley Cross Coun-

try Teams
Coach:
Glen Hasselberg, golf
Community Contributor:
Huck & Marilyn Holst

Athletic Hall of Fame 2024

Cardinal blockers presented an imposing wall to Verndale’s hitters. Above, Hannah 
Cole and Livi Lorber rise above the net; right, Miranda Schotzko and Jade Storry stop a 
shot. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Dynamic blocking game

T h e  S t a p l e s - M o t l e y 
girls tennis team complet-
ed three dual matches in a 
week where several others 
got rained out.

Their biggest match was 
at Pequot Lakes on Aug. 29, 
when they emerged on top 
of  a hard-fought match with 
a 4-3 win. All three doubles 
matches went to a third set, 
with the Cardinals winning 
because Andrea DiGiovanni 
and Lydia Roelofs won their 
final set 7-5.

The team also had a 7-0 
win at Moorhead on Aug. 27 
and a 7-0 win at Zimmer-
man on Aug. 23, where every 
set score was 6-0 or 6-1. 

All of  those matches 
were supposed to have mul-
tiple matches, but weather 
cancelled them or they got 
rained out in progress. Al-
though the team is missing 
five matches from the sched-
ule, Coach Katie Noska 
said the team has a tougher 
schedule planned for this 
year and the team is still 
working hard at practice 
for the strong competition 
ahead.

“Iron sharpens iron and 
we will have to summons 
some major grit from this 
young group,” said Noska. 
“They are showing alot of  
promise.”

Team results
Staples-Motley 4, Pequot 

Lakes 3
Singles: Ronnie Noska W 

6-0, 6-0; Corinne Olson L 5-7, 0-6; 
Jaida Holst W 6-4, 6-1; Kaylee 
Perius W 6-2, 6-1

Doubles: Heidi Zimmerman/
Madison Perius L 6-4, 1-6, 0-6; 
Natalie Hanson/Sarah Kroll L 
7-5, 2-6, 1-6; Andrea DiGiovanni/
Lydia Roelofs W 6-3, 4-6, 7-5

Staples-Motley 7, Moor-
head 0

Singles: R. Noska W 6-0, 6-1; 
Olson W 6-1, 6-4; Holst W 6-0, 6-0; 
Perius W 6-1, 6-3

Doubles: Zimmerman/M. 
Perius W 6-2, 6-0; Hanson/Kro-
ll W 6-0, 7-6 (7-4); DiGiovanni/
Charlie Noska W 6-2, 6-2

Tennis team wins 4-3
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 
THE TODD COUNTY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS HELD
JULY 16, 2024

Call to Order
 The Todd County Board of Com-
missioners met in the Commission-
er’s Board Room in the City of Long 
Prairie, MN on the 16th day of July, 
2024 at 9:00 a.m. The meeting was 
called to order by Chairperson Beck-
er. The meeting was opened with the 
Pledge of Allegiance. All Commis-
sioners were present.

Approval of Agenda
 On motion by Byers and second-
ed by Neumann, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To adopt the agen-
da as presented.

Consent Agenda
 On motion by Noska and second-
ed by Denny, the following motions 
were introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:
 To approve the Todd County 
Board of Commissioner’s Meet-
ing Minutes for July 2nd, 2024 as 
presented.
Approve the resignation of Child Ser-
vices Social Worker Cryatal Woz-
nick, effective July 9th, 2024.
 Approve the resignation of Eligi-
bility Worker Seth Buschke, effective 
July 10th, 2024.
 Approve the hiring of Alyssa Sch-
eve as Resource Conservationist.

Auditor-Treasurer
 On motion by Denny and second-
ed by Neumann, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous rollcall vote: To approve 
the Commissioner Warrants number 
(ACH) 403321 through 403339 in 
the amount of $62,611.30 and (Reg-
ular) 58169 through 58209 in the 
amount of $52,723.51 for a total of 
$115,334.81.
 On motion by Noska and sec-
onded by Byers, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous rollcall vote: To approve 
the Health & Human Services Com-
missioner Warrants number (ACH) 
805518 through 805576 and (Reg-
ular) 712128 through 712178 for a 
total of $160,008.26
 On motion by Neumann and sec-
onded by Denny, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous rollcall vote: To approve 
the Health & Human Services SSIS 
Warrants number (ACH) 601339 
through 601365 and (Regular) 
517952 through 517975 for a total 
amount of $131,396.56.
 On motion by Noska and sec-
onded by Denny, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: To ratify the 
IFS System Support MnCCC/Trimin 
Professional Services Agreement for 
continued utilization of this program 
by Todd County.

Public Works
 On motion by Byers and second-
ed by Noska, the following resolu-
tion was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: 
 Final Payment Authorization 
– 2024 Pavement Marking Mainte-

nance Contract
 WHEREAS, the contract with Sir 
Lines-A-Lot, LLC for the 2024 Pave-
ment Marking Maintenance Contract 
known as CP 77-24-03 located on 
various routes in Todd County, has in 
all things been completed, and;
 WHEREAS, construction work 
on this contract was scheduled and 
completed in 2024 with the val-
ue of the total work certified being 
$194,799.10, and;
 WHEREAS, partial payments 
amounting to $185,059.14 have 
been previously been made to the 
contractor as work progressed, and;
WHEREAS, it has been determined 
that $9,739.96 still remains to be 
paid to Sir Lines-A-Lot, LLC.
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Board of Com-
missioners does here accept said 
completed project for and in behalf 
of the County of Todd and authorize 
final payment as specified.
 On motion by Noska and sec-
onded by Byers, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: To approve 
attached quote from Long Prairie 
Lumber for the replacement of the 
Long Prairie Shop Salt Shed Roof 
for $7,009.07.

Facilities

 On motion by Byers and sec-
onded by Noska, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: To approve the 
change of the maximum allowable 
limit from $5,000 to $7,000 only for 
the demolition of houses project.
 On motion by Denny and sec-
onded by Byers, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: To approve the 
bid from M.A.A.C for a total cost of 
$6,250 to remove areas of concern. 

County Sheriff
 On motion by Noska and sec-
onded by Neumann, the following 
motion was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: To hire an addi-
tional Court Security staff member to 
fill the current staffing need.

Planning & Zoning
 On motion by Noska and sec-
onded by Byers, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by 
majority vote with Becker and Neu-
mann against: Revocation of CUP 
2023-022 per the request of the land 
owner.
 On motion by Denny and sec-
onded by Noska, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To adopt the Fiscal 
Agent Agreement for the Long Prai-
rie River Watershed Collaborative.

Closed Session
 Chair Becker closed the session 
pursuant to MN Statute §13D.05 
Subd. 3(a) at 9:21 a.m.
 On motion by Byers and second-
ed by Noska, the following motion 
was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To reopen the ses-
sion at 9:51 a.m.
 Chair Becker provided a summa-
ry of the closed session that the De-
partment Head Evaluation was held 
for Mitch Johnson, Facilities Manag-
er and was deemed in satisfactory 
standing.

County Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Report

 The County Auditor-Treasurer 
reported that mobile home tax state-
ments have been released and elec-
tion judge trainings are well under-
way in preparation for the upcoming 
state elections.

County Attorney’s Report
 The County Attorney provided 
an update regarding staffing and 
recruitment.

County Coordinator’s Report
 The County Coordinator attended 
the Finance Committee meetings 
and meetings regarding broadband 
grant projects and extended the invi-
tation received from Long Prairie for 
the National Night Out on August 6, 
2024.

County Commissioner’s Report
 The Commissioners reported on 
meetings and events attended.
 Commissioner Denny attended 
the meetings to work on financial 
budgets for assigned committees.
 Commissioner Becker attend-
ed the Policies, TWCC, Personnel, 
Dept Head, Finance, SWCD, and 
Rainbow Rider meetings.
 Commissioner Neumann at-
tended the Personnel, Dept Head, 
Finance, SWCD, Solid Waste, and 
Rainbow Rider meetings.
 Commissioner Byers attended the 
TCDC meeting.
 Commissioner Noska attended 
the regular meetings.

Adjourn
 On motion by Byers and second-
ed by Denny, the meeting was ad-
journed for the month of July 2024.

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS 
VENDOR NAME     $ AMOUNT

ARNZEN CONSTRUCTION 
 INC  $9,496.77 
CENTRAL APPLICATORS INC
   16,245.09 
JOHNSON CONTROLS ....3,855.64 
LONG PRAIRIE LEADER..3,220.00 
LONG PRAIRIE TARP .......3,451.50 
METAL CULVERTS INC. .35,655.70 
MOTOROLA ....................15,109.25 
POWERPHONE ................3,235.55 
STREICHER’S ...................2,166.48 
ZIEGLER INC ....................2,198.27 
50 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000 ..............20,700.56 
Total: $115,334.81 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
WARRANTS

VENDOR NAME    $ AMOUNT
MCCC, MI33 ....................$6,398.05 
8 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000 ................4,403.23 
V#16382 - COST EFF 
 HEALTH INS .................2,480.31 

CENTRAL MN COUNCIL 
 ON AGING ....................2,534.00 
DHS - SWIFT .....................6,862.03 
EVIDENCE BASED 
 STRATEGISTS, INC  ....4,000.00 
V#16675 - COST EFF 
 HEALTH INS .................2,022.76 
V#16380 - COST EFF 
 HEALTH INS .................2,167.87 
V#16991 - COST EFF 
 HEALTH INS .................2,553.96 
RURAL MN CEP INC ......17,207.97 
TODD COUNTY 
 ATTORNEY’S OFFICE ..2,850.00 
TODD COUNTY 
 MIS DEPT ...................63,579.41 
91 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000 ..............42,948.67 
Total: $160,008.26 

VENDOR NAME     $ AMOUNT
#16704    .......................$6,643.80 
#16192    .........................2,482.20 
#16095    .........................4,058.66 
DHS - MOOSE LAKE 
 RTC - 462 ......................2,257.50 
DHS - MSOP - MN SEX  
 OFFENDER PROG - 
     462 5,939.60 
DHS - ST PETER RTC - 
 472       ....................... 11,578.50 
NORTH HOMES CHILDREN 
 & FAMILY SRVS .......... 11,009.65 
#16208 2,234.73 
PORT OF CROW WING 
 GIRLS HOME ................6,999.60 
STEP 8,634.02 
VALLEY LAKE BOYS 
 HOME INC ....................8,550.00 
VILLAGE RANCH INC.....34,514.22 
39 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000 ..............26,494.08 
Total: $131,396.56 
 On a motion by Neumann and 
seconded by Denny, the preceding 
minutes of the County Board meet-
ing held July 16, 2024 were duly 
approved by unanimous vote at the 
Todd County Board of Commission-
ers at the Regular Board Meeting 
held on August 6, 2024.

Witness my hand and seal:
/s/ on file
Barbara Becker, County Board 
Chairperson
/s/ on file
Denise Gaida, Todd County 
Auditor-Treasurer
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL 
BOARD MEETING OF THE TODD 

COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS HELD

JULY 29, 2024

 Call to Order
 The Todd County Board of Com-
missioners met in the Commission-
er’s Board Room in the City of Long 
Prairie, MN on the 29th day of July, 
2024 at 10:00 a.m. The meeting was 
called to order by Chairperson Beck-
er. The meeting was opened with the 
Pledge of Allegiance. All Commis-
sioners were present.

Approval of Agenda
 On motion by Noska and second 
by Denny, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To adopt the agenda as 
presented.

Facilities & Public Works 
Department

 On motion by Byers and second 
by Neumann, the following motion 
was introduced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To approve the attached 
Proposal #1 from Boulder Creek, Inc. 
for the completion of the proposed ad-
ditional work required on the Historic 
Rockwall Project for an additional fi-
nancial implication of $434,500 to be 
supported via ARPA funds.

Adjourn
 On motion by Neumann and sec-
ond by Denny, the meeting was ad-
journed at 10:21 a.m.
 On a motion by Neumann and sec-
ond by Denny, the preceding minutes 
of the County Board meeting held 
July 29, 2024 were duly approved by 
unanimous vote at the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners at the Reg-
ular Board Meeting held on August 6, 
2024.

Witness my hand and seal:
/s/ on file
Barbara Becker, 
County Board Chairperson
/s/ on file
Denise Gaida, Todd County 
Auditor-Treasurer

                                         37pnc

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF TODD

SEVENTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT 
PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No.
77-PR-24-727

Estate of
Bryan Arnie Wahl,

Decedent

NOTICE AND ORDER 
OF HEARING 
ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION 
OF INTESTACY, 

DETERMINATION 
OF HEIRSHIP, 

APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE 
AND NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on September 30, 
2024, at 10:14 am, an admin-
istrative non appearance 
hearing will be held in this 
Court at 221 1st Avenue 
South, Long Prairie, Minne-
sota, for the adjudication of  
intestacy and determination 
of  heirship of  the Decedent, 
and for the appointment 
of  Cheryl L. Grenz, whose 
address is 10738 102nd Ave. 
N., Maple Grove, MN, 55369 
as Personal Representative 
of  the Estate of  the Dece-
dent in an UNSUPERVISED 
administration. Any objec-
tions to the petition must be 
filed with the Court prior to 
the hearing. If  proper and 
if  no objections are filed or 
raised, the Personal Repre-
sentative will be appointed 
with full power to adminis-
ter the Estate, including the 
power to collect all assets, to 
pay all legal debts, claims, 
taxes and expenses, to sell 
real and personal property, 

and to do all necessary acts 
for the Estate. 

Notice is also given that 
(subject to Minnesota Stat-
utes section 524.3-801) all 
creditors having claims 
against  the Estate are 
required to present the 
claims to the Personal Rep-
resentative or to the Court 
Administrator within four 
months after the date of  this 
Notice or the claims will be 
barred. 

Dated: 8/23/2024

BY THE COURT
Daniel Benson

Judge of  District Court

Kim Peterson
Court Administrator

Attorney for Petitioner 
John D. Goeppinger 
Steinhagen, Crist, 
Wehrly, & Kufus, P.L.L.P. 
5001 Chowen Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN, 55410 
Attorney License 
No: 0402674 
Telephone: (612) 922-2260 
FAX: (612) 922-2996 
Email: jgoeppinger@stein-
hagen-crist.com  
 37-38pnc

NOTICE
CITY OF STAPLES

ORDINANCE NO. 550
AN ORDINANCE 

TO AMEND SECTION 
18-1 AND 18-9 

OF THE CITY CODE
 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF STAPLES 
ORDAINS:

SECTION 1:  Section 
18-1(b)(3) is hereby amended 
as follows:

(3) Such written notice 
shall be served upon the 
owner, lessee and occupant 
of  the premises and shall be 
served either personally, by 
certified mail or posting.

a. Posting may be uti-
lized when service has been 
attempted at least twice on 
different days, with at least 
one of  the attempts having 
been made between the 
hours of  6:00 p.m. and 10:00 
p.m. Posting is completed on 
the second attempt by post-
ing the notice in a conspic-
uous place on the property. 

SECTION 2:  Section 
18-9(d) is hereby amended as 
follows:

(d) When the owner and 
occupant permit a weed or 
grass nuisance to exist, the 
city inspector or designated 
representative shall serve 
notice upon the owner of  
the property, if  he resides 
in the city and can be found 
therein, or upon the occu-
pant or other person in 
charge of  the property in 
other cases, by registered 
mail or by personal service, 
ordering such owner, occu-
pant or person in charge of  
the property to have such 
weeds or grass removed 
within five days after receipt 
of  the notice, stating that, 
in case of  noncompliance, 
such work will be performed 
by the city or its agents and 
the cost thereof  made a spe-
cial assessment against the 
property concerned. When 
no owner or occupant can be 
found, notice shall be served 
by posting the notice as pro-
vided for in Section 18-1(b)
(3)(a).

S E C T I O N  3 :  E f f e c -
tive Date. The ordinance 
becomes effective from and 
after its passage and publi-
cation.  

Adopted this 27th day of  
August, 2024.

Tara Greer, Clerk
City of  Staples
    37pnc

 LEADER COMMUNITY 
HALL BOARD

 
The Leader Community 

Hall Board will meet on 
Thursday, September 12, 
2024 at 7:00 p.m. at the Hall.

Mark Strom,
Secretary
    36-37pnc

Public notices are a community’s window into the government. 
You look for those notices in your newspaper. From zoning regulations 

to local budgets, governments have used local newspapers to inform 
citizens of its actions as an essential part of your right to know. 

Keep public notices in newspapers!

PUBLIC NOTICES:
Your Right to Know

37-38pnc



Staples World lassifieds10a           Wednesday, September 4, 2024C

Please mail completed form and check payment to:
Staples World, Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______ 

Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $9.85 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 25¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $25.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 25¢ = _______
 Add $5 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED _______
 indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized

 Add $10 for Blind Box _______
 TOTAL enclosed 
_______ 
“Card of Thanks” and “In Memoriam” are 20¢ per word with no mini-
mum. Number of words ____ x 20¢ = _______ 
 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors brought 

to our attention after the second publication. 
We are not responsible for errors due to 

illegible copy or missing punctuation. 

Name ____________________ Phone _________________

Address  ________________________________________

City ___________________ State ____  Zip ____________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

CONSTRUCTION
P RO F E S S I O NA L

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Staples World 5bThursday, October 22, 2009Classifieds

• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 

DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTO

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/internet. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.

cl
25

tfc

PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
9-

12
c

cl
32

tfc

Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
39

tfc

Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

RESIDENTIAL AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIAL 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

CELL 218-838-0581

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

classif. weekly folder on public: 2024 SD changed wk#36   6X10.25”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE 

Ultimate Septic Service LLC 
David Odden - Owner/Operator 

Services:
•Septic Pumping •Jetting 

•Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic 

pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

•Weekly Lawn Services
•Mowing and Trimming
•Edging
•Spring and Fall Cleanups

    -Residential
      -Commercial
        -Licensed and 
          fully Insured

D J LAWN SERVICES
We can assure you that our quality is 

unparalleled and our prices are affordable.

    218-940-0818
    Dave Jenkins

        daverjenk@yahoo.com

Call for 
a free 
quote 
today!

ServiceS & 
employment

205
Help Wanted

B J E R G A  F E E D 
STORES in MOTLEY is 
hiring all positions. Driver, 
laborer, retail office help. 
Competitive wage, holiday 
pay, PTO. Must be able to 
work some Saturdays. Full-
time or part-time available. 
Stop at Bjerga Feeds in Mot-
ley. 27tfc

208
Storage

real eState
602

Apartments 
for Rent

STAPLES: Downtown, 1 
- 2 bdrm., recently remod-
eled, NO pets, non smoking, 
218-894-3108. 6tfc

611
Wanted to Buy
40+ ACRES  between 

Wadena/Pillager, with or 
without house, 218-831-3521. 
 35-37p

G A R AG E  S A L E : 
Thurs., Sept. 5, Fri., 
Sept. 6, Sat., Sept. 7, 8 
a.m.-5 p.m. 21775 State 
210, Staples. Something 
for everyone. 37p

MOVING & COM-
MUNITY SALE: 1120 
6th St. NE, Staples (Units 
604 and 704). Thurs., 
Sept. 5, Fri., Sept. 6, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Housewares, 
holiday decorations, la-
dies Halloween costumes, 
furniture, women’s plus 
size clothing, misc. items 
in Unit 704. 37p

GaraGe 
SaleS

701

GaraGe SaleS
701

Staples World4b Thursday, October 22, 2009

Please mail completed form and payment to:
Staples World, Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______ 

Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $7.25 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $16.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______
 Add $3 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED _______
 indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized

 Add $10 for Blind Box _______
 TOTAL enclosed _______ 

“Card of Thanks” and “In Memoriam” are 20¢ per word with 
no minimum. Number of words ____ x 20¢ = _______ 
 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors 

brought to our attention after the second 
publication. We are not responsible for errors due 

to illegible copy or missing punctuation. 

Name ____________________ Phone ______________

Address  ______________________________________

City ___________________ State ____  Zip _________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

Classifications

Place your Classified Ad 
for only $725/wk.

Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat Sunday in the

taples orldS W

S
u
n
d
a
y

Both publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DEADLINE:  5 p.m. Monday

The publishers liability for errors in an advertisement or for failure to 
publish the ad shall be limited to publishing the ad in a subsequent issue 
or for the refund of any monies paid for an ad not run (and out of date for 
subsequent issues) providing the advertiser reports the error or omission 
immediately after it occurs.

All advertising copy is subject to the approval of the general manager. 
We will not accept ads from anyone with a past due account.

Regarding sex or age preference in help wanted advertising in accor-
dance with the rules adopted by the Civil Rights Commission, the Staples 
World, Sunday Square Shooter and Heartland Market cannot accept help 
wanted advertising copy which in any way expresses a sex or age prefer-
ence on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement unless the 
advertiser files an affidavit with the newspaper justifying the sex or age 
preference on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement.

All real estate and rental advertising in these publications is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which made it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin or any intention to make any such preference limi-
tation or discrimination.” These publications will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate or rental which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

The Fine Print

lassifiedsC
NOTICES

101

Card of Thanks
We wish to thank all 

who made our 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary so mem-
orable. Special thanks 
to Father Scott for his 
prayers and blessing. To 
all of  our children, grand-
children,  g reat -g rand-
children and our friends 
for their cards and phone 
calls. God bless all of  you.
 Ken and Kathy 
 Richardson
 41p

103
Lost and Found

FOUND: after Firearm 
Safety Field Day, Oct. 10, 
black/grey fur bomber hat 
and camo shooting gloves, 
green wool gloves, black 
gloves/grey trim, pair of  
prescription glasses/dark 
frame. To pick up call Ham-
bergs Auto Repair at 218-
894-2255. All items will be 
donated after Oct. 31. 41x

106
Personals

WANTED: Female com-
panion, active, sense of  hu-
mor, likes sports, movies, 
dining out. Write and in-
clude phone #, P.O. Box 72, 
Staples, MN 56479. If  you 
have responded–Send 
again, as the Post Offi ce 
forgot to put a name on 
box No. 72.  34-43p

49 yr.  old Brainerd 
man, looking for 35-50 yr. 
old woman. 218-838-4110.
 41-43p

SERVICES & 
EMPLOYMENT

202
Childcare 
Providers

KIDS KOUNTRY KAS-
TLE now has infant, tod-
dler and pre-school open-
ings. A lot of  pre-school 
activities scheduled indoor 
and outside, 27 years of  ex-
perience, training includ-
ing CPR and First Aid. On 
PCI food program and have 
a daily assistant. This is a 
loving, nurturing environ-
ment located in the safety 
and security of  the coun-
try. Call Deb at 218-894-2103.
 40-43p

N E W  DAY  C A R E 
NOW OPEN - BUSY BEE 
CHILD CARE: Calm, fun, 
loving home close to 3M in 
Staples. Nutritious meals 
(including homemade baby 
food), have structured and 
free play that focuses on 
their development. All ages 
welcome. Call Susannah @ 
218-296-1752. 41-44p

205
Help Wanted

MYSTERY SHOPPERS 
Earn up to $100/day. Under-
cover shoppers needed, to 
judge retail and dining es-
tablishments. Experience 
not required. 888-727-0603.
 40-43p

WANTED:  Good par-
ents who want to become 
even better parents. Join 
us at our free Circle of  Par-
ents group each Monday 
evening, from 6:30-8 p.m. 
in the Staples Elementary 
School Library. Free child-
care. For more information, 
call Bob at 218-640-7035. 41p

The Wadena County 
Highway Department is 
taking applications to cre-
ate an eligibility list for 
possible future hiring of  
individuals to fill Main-
tenance Worker III posi-
tions in the Maintenance 
Division. This is a FT per-
manent position within 
the department. The pri-
mary role of  this position 
is to safely perform gener-
al road and bridge mainte-
nance activities in variable 
work environments. Gen-
eral maintenance activi-
ties shall include but not 
be limited to truck driv-
ing for snow removal and 
ice control, crack sealing, 
crack and pothole filling, 
roadside vegetation con-
trol, gravel shouldering, 
road re-graveling, culvert 
installation, sign main-
tenance light and heavy 
equipment operation, as-
sisting in routine servic-
ing and maintenance of  
equipment and trucks, 
and working with hand 
and shop tools. Qualifi ca-
tions: The requirements 
for this position are: High 
school diploma - CDL driv-
er license. Compensation: 
this position is a Grade 51 
with a pay range of  $13.24 - 
$19.04 per hour. The actual 
pay will be dependant on 
the individual’s skills and 
experience. Applications 
can be obtained and re-
turned to the County Af-
firmative Action Officer 
located in the Auditor’s Of-
fi ce of  the Wadena County 
Courthouse, 415 S. Jeffer-
son Street, Wadena, MN 
56482. hone: 218-631-7650. 
Applications must be re-
ceived by 4 p.m. on Fri-
day, October 30, 2009. 
 39-42c

207
Equipment for 

Rent

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

 Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day 
service, Miller True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
 38tfc

ACE IN THE HOLE 
S T U M P  G R I N D I N G. 
Clean up available. Call 
mark Kobliska for free esti-
mates. 218-820-3809, fully 
insured and satisfaction 
guaranteed.  37-42p                                    

HANDYMAN WORK: 
Snowplowing, landscaping, 
skidloader work, stump 
and brush removal and 
carpentry work.218-296-
2213, Matt. 39-44p

 FOR SALE
301

Good Things to 
Eat

PUMPKINS $2/each. 
218-894-3207. 40-42p

303
Hay, Feed, Seed

O C T O B E R  S P E -
C I A L S  a t  B J E RG A 
FEED STORES in Brain-
erd, Motley, Pine River 
and Little Falls. 10% dis-
count on all Silver Star, 
gates, panels and bale 
feeders during October.
 39-41c

50 sq bales (2nd cutting) 
alfalfa, $4. 100 bales mixed 
alfalfa/oats for horses $3. 
ALSO: Lorentz mixer mill 
$1,000. 218-894-1298. 39-42p

5x5 round bales grass/
alfalfa, $40/bale ALSO: 
small sq bales grass/hay 
and straw. 218-575-2899. 
 39-41p

Wheat and Rye straw in 
big round bales. 218-270-
0289. 40-42p

Oats straw, small bales, 
stored inside. $2.40/bale. 
Gerald Lenk, 218-894-1682. 
 40-42p

Briggs Hard Red Spring 
Wheat, approx.  180-200 bu.; 
ALSO:  2-machinist tables. 
Feeder pigs. Eggs, $1.50/
doz. 218-894-1145. 40-42p

304
Livestock

DD RANCH - Leader 
AQHA Palomino stallion, 
book now for 2010 and save 
$! Boarding, training, les-
sons (trail/arena). Horses/
saddles for sale/trade? 218-
839-0856. 38-40p

Six cows, 2 heifers, open 
red/black Angus cross. 
Healthy, hefty all natural, 
calm. 218-397-2525. 39-41p

306
Sporting Goods

300 Windchester Magum 
Model 70/scope, like new, 
$650. 218-352-6618. 41p

307
Household

Scratch and dent ap-
pliances. Energy star ap-
pliances. ComfortZone 
infared heaters. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall. 320-749-2736.       41-43p

309
Miscellaneous
TREE-RIPENED AP-

PLES - SPRAY FREE 5 va-
rieties including Honey 
Crisp, pies, jellies and cara-
mel apples. Carmel Apple 
Orchard, 26144 State 210, 
2.7 mi. west of  Staples. 12-6 
p.m. daily. 38-41p

Simplicity walk behind 
snowthrowers. No pay-
ments until Feb. 15, 2011 
to qualified buyers. Used 
snowthrowers. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall, 320-749-2736. 41-43p

VEHICLES
401

Automobiles
1996 Merc. Sable, 240,000 

mi., runs great despite a 
few nicks. First $500 takes. 
218-575-2845. 40-42x

2002, Chevy Venture, 
runs good,  new tires, 
$4,000/BO. 218-894-0143. 
 41-43p

402
Trucks/Vans

1995 S-Blazer, 4x4, 4dr, 
$1,495; 1988 F150, 2wd, $895; 
1985 Ranger, 4x4, $695. 218-
894-3487, dealer. 41p

Solid Waste Lead Supervisor Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Lead Supervisor position.
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, ability 
to work well with others in a supervisory capacity as well as be able 
to meet the public in a friendly and professional manner, must have a 
valid Commercial Driver’s License, must have a minimum of two years 
of computer experience involving Microsoft Word and Microsoft Excel, 
must have the ability to quickly comprehend new computer software as 
needed. Must be able to handle accounts payable and accounts receivable 
for Transfer Station/Demolition Landll, must do the billing for the 
MSW Haulers/PRRF, must handle all bookkeeping for Transfer Station/
Demolition Landll, must handle all special assessments for Solid Waste, 
must handle all spreadsheet maintenance. Must have the ability to obtain 
Household Hazardous Waste certication within 6 months, must have 
the ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from the MN Pollution 
Control Agency, must be physically able to lift a minimum of 50 pounds, 
and have the physical capability to withstand manual labor tasks for 
extended periods of time. 
 Position status: non-union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours 
per week, Grade 51, Step 1, $13.24 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482.  Telephone number: (218) 631-7650.
Resumes will be considered only if accompanied 

by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Monuments
contact

Diane M. Hahn
Verndale, MN
218-445-5685 

cell 218-640-2341

Black granite on SALE!
Fergus Falls

Monument Company

cl32tfc
Avoid

Event Conflicts
Check the Events 
Calendar online at 

www.staplesworld.com
 Submit events to
 dtimbs@staplesworld.com

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS
Central Todd County Care Center,

in Clarissa, MN
has openings for Day, Evening & Night CNA 

Applicants must be 16 years of age or older and 
have CNA certication or be participating in CNA training.

CTCCC offers a wide variety of benets and 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

 May apply in the business ofce or pick up an 
application after ofce hours at the nurses’ station.
If you are interested in becoming part of our team, 

please call (218) 756-3636.
cl40-41c

Solid Waste Attendant Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Attendant. 
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, 2 
consecutive years experience as a heavy equipment operator within the 
last 4 years, Class A CDL, computer experience involving Microsoft 
Word and Microsoft Excel, ability to comprehend new computer 
software as needed, ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from 
the MN Pollution Control Agency, physically able to lift a minimum of 
50 pounds, ability to work well with the public and others. 
 Preferred qualications: knowledgeable in repair of small engines, 
some carpentry experience, some welding experience, good working 
knowledge of pumps and pump maintenance is also preferred. 
 Position status: Union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours per 
week; Grade 49, Step 1, $10.98 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482. Telephone number: (218) 631-7650. 
Resumes will be considered only if 

accompanied by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Long-Term Substitute 
K-6 Elementary Instructor
The Verndale Public School has an opening for a 

Long Term Substitute K-6 Elementary Instructor. This position 
requires a current MN Department of Ed. teaching license. 

Applications are available on the Verndale School website 
http.//www.verndale.k12.mn.us/ or in the District office.

Interested individuals are to submit a letter of application, resumé, 
copy of MN teaching license and college credentials to:

Superintendent Paul Brownlow
Verndale Public School, 411 SW Brown Street, 
Verndale, MN 56481. Phone: 218-445-5184.

POSITION WILL BE OPEN UNTIL FILLED. 
Application deadline is Friday, October 30, 2009
“Verndale Public School is an Equal Opportunity Employer”

cl40-41c

Y O U R  H O M E  F O R  H E A L T H C A R E

Lakewood Health System 
is seeking candidates for the following positions: 

TENANT CARE COORDINATOR- RN
Assisted Living- Lakewood Pines/ Manor
FT; 64 hours/ pay period
Primarily day shifts; weekends involved
Current MN RN Licensure required
Candidates with previous experience preferred
Deadline:  October 27, 2009

RESPIRATORY THERAPIST
FT; 80 hours/ pay period
Variable hours and shifts; Possible weekends
CRT OR RRT credentials required
BLS/ ACLS required
Deadline:  November 2, 2009

As a growing health care system, we offer our employees 
a positive work environment, competitive pay and benefits. 

Please visit our web site at:
 www.lakewoodhealthsystem.com for details and to apply on-line.

AA/EOE

cl
42

c

THINKING ABOUT BUYING A 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
The Staples World and the 
Federal Trade Commisssion, the 
nation’s consumer protection 
agency, say investigate before 
you invest. Visit ftc.gov/bizopps 
to learn how to tell a real deal 
from a raw deal.

Miller True Value

Open 7 Days
Staples, MN   218-894-3263

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

FOR RENT

For all your paint and
wall covering needs.

Open
M-F, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m. - Noon    

CALL FOR FREE 
ESTIMATES

218-894-1551
Hwy. 10 West
Staples, MN

See US for ALL your 
carpeting needs.

JAPKE
DECORATING
Painting and Paper Hanging

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley
is accepting 

applications for 
FUTURE 2 & 3 BR 

OPENINGS. 
Laundry facilities 
available on site.
GaraGes included

with apartment. 
all utilities paid.
Applications are 

available at: 
956 Hwy 10 S. Motley.

For info./ qualifications, 
contact Nicole:
218-751-6881.

Website:
bemman.wixsite.com/

bemidjimanagementinc 
AN EQUAL HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY

cl
28

tfc

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL 
218-296-5031

Under new ownership

We are accepting 
applications for 2 and 3 
bedroom townhomes in 
Staples, a community 

you can get attached to. 
Rent based on income. 

Now professionally 
managed by

Income guidelines apply.

Now
takiNg

applicatioNs

EEO/AA Motley, Minn.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley
tenant must be income 

eligible, 62 years or 
older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, 

sewer, electric 
provided.

Call Rosie Talberg, Manager at:
320-468-2303

 I forgot....
“Can I still get an ad in..... ? ? ?

DEADLINE:
Staples World 12 p.m. Friday

218-894-1112 • office@staplesworld.com
Staples World, 224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN  56479

Looking for 
a gift idea?
Consider a Gift 

Subscription to the
Staples World

newspaper.
*Gift cards available.

  224 4th St. NE
  Staples, MN
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England Prairie Pioneer Days

August 23, 24, 25, 2024 ~ Recreating the “olden” farm days

The antique tractor pull at England Prairie Pioneer Days featured 50 years and 
older tractors competing during the full day on Saturday. Classes were 3,500 - 10,500 
lbs. (Staples World photos by Janice Winter)

Sunday featured the plow down in the England Prairie fields with over five teams 
of horses and drivers participating.

Curt Brand of Zimmerman with his team of Shires, Simon (19) and Turbo (9), used 
a walking plow.

The log cabin church 
was built on the England 
Prairie grounds in memo-
ry of Rev. Al Fultz in 2006. 
Sunday service was held in 
the morning.

Team hitch competition included the rescue course 
(above) with Duane and ‘victim’ and the obstacle course.

Threshing demonstration.

Part of the Hit ‘N Miss Gasoline engine display featured making old fashioned ice 
cream available at the mercantile store. Above: Amelia Hoemberg, Todd Hoemberg, 
Chauncey Hopp, Jim Hoemberg and an attendee taking a turn at mixing.

Sharon Thew, England Prairie 
queen 2024

Lori Thew Bruce Brotherton
Chauncey Hopp Amelia Hoemberg

Building birdhouses with Jon and Darlys Hamberg. The blacksmith branding the birdhouses withe EPPD logo.

The horse drawn potato picker worked the grounds at the “Tater Dig & Pick.”Chidren shelled and ground corn and visited the petting barn.
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LAKEWOODHEALTHSYSTEM.COM

TO SPEAK TO A MEMBER OF OUR 
ONCOLOGY TEAM, CALL

218-894-8750

O N C O L O G I S T
Emily McGovern, DO

Lakewood is pleased to announce the arrival of 

on-staff oncologist, Dr. Emily McGovern. Dr. McGovern 

practices full-spectrum oncology and has a special 

interest in the treatment of breast cancer. She will be 

seeing patients at Lakewood’s Staples Clinic.

L A K E W O O D  W E L C O M E S

LW_McGovern_SW_10.625x6_8.24.indd   1 8/27/24   10:38 AM

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 9/1/2024 Central

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (833) 937-2593 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles 

due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

Staples identity
The SEDA board dis-

cussed some of  the assets 
that the community has 
that they might be able to 
promote to make the com-
munity stand out.

Board member Doug 
Case said a lot of  people 
from out of  town know 
about Staples because they 
attended Central Lakes 
College, formerly Staples 
Vocational. He said a lot 
mention the railroad or the 
great wrestling teams from 
the past.

Gertken noted all the 
health-related assets in the 
community. “We lean on 
Lakewood, and now we have 
the new Essentia Clinic and 
Twin Cities Orthopedics,” 
he said.

G e r t ke n  s a i d  bu i l d -
ing more trails could help 
improve the city’s healthy 
image, such as one from the 
city to Lakewood. Case said 
a trail to Dower Lake would 
allow kids to ride their 
bikes out there instead of  
on the narrow Thunder 
Road.

Bjerga said safer biking 
routes from outside the city 
and to Pine Grove Park are 
also needed. “I would love 
to see kids ride bikes to 
practices,” she said.

SEDA Board member 
Shane Tappe,  the  Sta-
ples-Motley Superinten-
dent, added to that list 
mentioning the existing 
trails, the Crow Wing River, 
the local golf  course and 
the school grounds where 
the public is allowed to play 
tennis or run on the track.

Tappe said “There’s 
other ways for a healthy 
lifestyle” and noted the 
outdoors and hunting cul-
ture in the area, the new 
meat cutting program and 
the Holst Acres recreation 
opportunities.

The board also talked 
about the resurgence of  
athletics at Staples-Mot-
ley High School as another 
healthy community indi-
cator, with many different 
teams emerging as among 
the best in the area. 

Tappe said he sees the 

strength of  the community 
in the relationships, part-
nerships and pride evident 
in Staples. He gave an exam-
ple of  The Nest walking 
track and wellness center 
being built by Lakewood 
around the refurbished 
gym. 

“Without those partner-
ships, none of  that gets 
accomplished,” said Tappe.

Bjerga said when she 
describes Staples to outsid-
ers, she says “when a team 
goes to state, the town shuts 
down. That’s the small town 
feeling you get.”

Tappe pointed out that 
the Staples-Motley fan sec-
tion at state wrestling was 
larger than nearly every 
other school including the 
Class AAA big city schools. 
He gave another example of  
how the community is rally-
ing around former student 
Ashley Robben and her fight 
against leukemia.

“Customer service, pride, 
relationsihps, all those 
things matter,” said Tappe. 

“It doesn’t mean we’re per-
fect, it is about defining the 
standard of  excellence.

Wakefield suggested the 
board spearhead a branding 
process where the commu-
nity identifies local assets 
and chooses which ones to 
enhance for our community 
promotions.

Bjerga was in favor of  the 
process, saying that it could 
uncover some hidden assets 
in the community. “If  we 
take a look at our strengths, 
some of  them might not be 
obvious,” said Bjerga.

Retail identity
Gerard said the biggest 

thing Staples is missing is a 
thriving retail trade. 

“We need shops that 
bring people downtown, not 
insurance and other offices,” 
said Gerard.

He added that a person 
used to be able to get shoes 
and clothing in downtown 
Staples, but now many 
people do their shopping 
online.

“Retail is tough,” said 
Wakefield. “The ones I see 
that succeed are the ones 
that go heavy on the expe-

riential part of  it.” That 
means giving a unique 
shopping experience so 
people will want to go back. 

Wakefield also talked 
about the “economy of  
scale” for retail. 

“One boutique store 
would fail in Staples, but 
four or five would make 
it,” he said, explaining that 
people from out of  town 
would make a day trip to 
visit multiple shops, but not 
just one.

Wakefield also said that 
in a city of  3,000 people, 
retail stores do best if  they 
have high ticket merchan-
dise, so they don’t have to 
have as many customers, or 
if  they are able to pull cus-
tomers from a farther dis-
tance away. 

Case noted that a lot of  
out-of-towners used to come 
to Auto Value in Staples for 
tractor parts because the 
owner knew everything 
about tractors. He said 
even today, a computer isn’t 
always a good replacement 
for someone with that kind 
of  knowledge.

Signage, overpass
Wa ke f i e l d  s a i d  t h e 

community received an 
extension on the Blandin 
downtown revitalization 
grant, through 2025. He said 
the $54,000 still unspent is 
earmarked for wayfinding 
signs, to point people to 
local attractions. He noted 
that public parking is not 
very well signed right now.

The board talked about 
decorating the overpass 
with either lights, paint or 
signs, as a way for people to 
remember Staples as they 
pass through. 

Gerard said “I think of  
metal structures attached” 
to the overpass, made by 
local industries.

Wakefield also gave a 
housing update at the meet-
ing. He said the city may 
have a bid on five of  the 
duplex lots in the Valley 
View neighborhood, with 
a developer proposing to 
build ten total units on the 
five lots over the next few 
years.

town and I’ve felt that here.”
Starting the job in July, 

Koenigs met with outgoing 
Principal Alan Berg and 
they talked about the next 
steps for the Cardinal Way. 

“We had a similar process 
in Ogilvie,” he said. “There 
are a couple of  pieces we 
can add here to take the pro-
gram to the next level.”

But to start, Koenigs 
said his first few months 
will be learning more about 
the students, teachers and 
finding out why things are 
done the way they are at the 
school. He plans to push the 
positive culture and Cardi-
nal Way while formalizing 
routines.

S t a p l e s - M o t l e y  E l e -
mentary is continuing the 

“getting to know you” con-
ferences where students 
and parents can schedule 
times to talk to their new 
teachers and get to know 
the classroom expectations. 
Koenig’s first impressions 
of  the conferences is that it 
has been very positive.

“I’ve seen a lot of  smiles 
and hugs with the teachers,” 
said Koenigs. “Our teachers 
have great relationships 
with students and parents, 
I’m very happy to see this.”

The school is using a new 
online platform, Synergy, 
where 75 percent of  elemen-
tary parents signed up for 
the conferences. Most of  the 
other parents also signed 
up after being contacted by 
teachers. 

“This is impressive that 
the families take the time 
to come to the conferences,” 
said Koenigs.

As principal, Koenigs 
said he will stress commu-
nication, another pillar 
of  the Cardinal Way. Soon 
there will be a new app 
called Cardinal Link, which 
will be a “one-stop shop” for 
communication and school 
information.

Koenigs and his wife 
Lisa have three children, 
Molly, Arthur and Franklin, 
ages first grade, kindergar-
ten and one year old. Lisa 
is working in a student suc-
cess position at Staples-Mot-
ley Middle School.

Vickie had a deep love for 
animals, which was noted 
by her family and friends at 
the bench dedication.

Randee went on to share 
about Vickie’s Pet Pantry 
which was created by CLC 
in honor of  their mother. 
It’s available at both the 
Brainerd and Staples cam-
puses to assist and support  
students in maintaining the 
health of  their pets. “My 
mom had a deep love for ani-
mals and this pantry car-
ries on that legacy,” Randee 
said. During their recent 
trip to CLC, Randee and 
Katya donated pet supplies 
to both pantries in prepara-
tion for the beginning of  the 
school year. Randee’s also 
created an Amazon Wish 
List for each of  the pantries, 
setting up links that can be 
accessed online. 

These Amazon links 
can be used to donate and 
have items sent directly to 
the pantries. Pet supplies 
that are not on the wish 
lists are also welcome to be 
donated and can be mailed 
or dropped off  at the ‘Wel-
come Hub’ at either campus.

“Vickie’s passion and love 
for animals was so inspir-
ing,” Hoehn said, going on 
to mention the two pet pan-
tries formed by CLC in her 
memory. “These pet dona-
tions help students care for 
and feed their ‘fur babies’ 
while attending school. 
This would have been a 

huge importance to Vickie,” 
Hoehn said.

Hoehn also noted that 
the bench had been made 
by Randee’s boyfriend, Alex  
Wagner of  Buhl, Idaho. It 
had been transported from 
Idaho to Staples by Randee 
and Katya.

The dean went on to say 
that the bench is a heart-
warming reminder to all on 
the CLC campus of  Vickie’s 
dedication to the school’s 
mission...and that it will 
be a highlight for use for 
students, faculty and staff  
alike.

Family members of 
the late Vickie O’Brien (in 
lower photo) stopped by 
‘Vickie’s Pet Pantry’ at Cen-
tral Lakes College (CLC) 
in Staples. The pet pan-
try was created by CLC in 
honor of O’Brien who was 
a nursing instructor there. 
Pictured above, from left, 
are Tyler Summers, Canby; 
Katya O’Brien, Alexandria; 
Randee O’Brien, Buhl, Ida-
ho; Kathy Holper and Bob 
Holper, both of Carlos. 

V ick ie ’s  daughter 
Randee shared that the pet pantry is available to assist and support students at CLC in 
Brainerd and Staples in maintaining the health of their pets. “My mom had a deep love 
for animals and this pantry carries on her legacy,” she said. Submitted photos)

A stop at ‘Vickie’s Pet Pantry’ at CLC

A new bench in memory of Vickie O’Brien is situat-
ed outside the front entrance at Central Lakes College 
in Staples, where O’Brien was a nursing instructor. Pic-
tured above at the bench dedication Aug. 19, are friends 
and family of Vickie’s. Standing from left: Duane Krae-
mer, Hewitt; Katya O’Brien (Vickie’s daughter), Alexan-
dria; Bob Holper (Vickie’s brother-in-law), Carlos; Kathy 
Holper (Vickie’s sister-in-law), Carlos; Randee O’Brien  
(Vickie’s daughter), Buhl, Idaho; Tyler Summers (Katya’s 
boyfriend), Canby. Seated is Karen Treangen, Hewitt, 
Vickie’s best friend and fellow (retired) nursing instructor. 
(Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Memorial bench for Vickie
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