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ACCident SCEeINEC The railroad crossing signal on 6th Street fel

in the road following a one vehicle accident. See story on page 11a. (Photc

by Mark Anderson)

Voyager to open
manufacturing facility
in Staples

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

Voyager Industries has
purchased the McKechnie
Tooling and Engineering
building in Staples, with
the intention of expanding
their manufacturing lines
as early as January.

Voyager Industries is
headquartered in Brandon,
a city west of Alexandria.
Their product line includes
Yetti ice houses, Bear Track
aluminum trailers, Voy-
ager docks, Titan Deck
boat docks and Black Line
customized recreational

vehicles and horse trailers.
Voyager also makes custom-
ized aluminum products.

The company has manufac-

turing facilities in Brandon,
Evansville and Pine River.
“We are thankful for our
hardworking and dedicated
employees, customers and
vendors who have helped
put us in the position to
be expanding. Our team is
excited to join the Staples
community as a premier

employer, and we’re look-

ing forward to getting to
work right away,” stated

Gary Suckow, Voyager Pres-
ident and CEO. “The facil-

ity layout fits in well with

our manufacturing needs
and during the purchasing
process we were able to put
together a good plan. With
relatively few changes and
modifications we plan to be
up and running within four
to six weeks, or sooner.”

At the Nov. 23 Staples
Economic Development

Authority meeting, Eco-
nomic Development Direc-

tor Melissa Wyman said
the plan is to build the Yetti
fish houses in Staples. She
said they are currently
being made at the facility in

See VOYAGER on page
12a
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Rtary Club donation

The Staples Rotary Club recently do-
nated $500 to the Free Holiday Meals
program organized by the Staples Area
Chamber of Commerce. From left are

Jerel Nelsen and Jim Hofer, Rotarians;
Kathleen Ferrel and Rachel Johnson, co-
chairs of the Free Holiday Meals commit-
tee.(Submitted photo)

Rotary Club donates to Staples
Holiday Meals program

The Staples Rotary Club
is among the donors to this
year’s Free Holiday Meals
program organized by the
Staples Area Chamber of
Commerce with a contribu-
tion of $500.

The program first
launched last year in
response to a reduction of
options during the COVID-
19 pandemic restrictions,
noted current chamber
president Rachel Johnson.

Many area faith-based
organizations that tradi-
tionally offered meals to
the community chose not to
do them, citing safety con-
cerns. Also people were not
planning their usual family
and social gatherings.

The chamber board
decided to step up and fill
the gap. Sponsorships were
solicited and a partner-
ship formed with Timbers
Restaurant to provide free,
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hot meals for Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas. About
850 meals were picked up
between the two holidays
last year by people from as
far away as Brainerd and
Park Rapids in addition to
the Staples area.

Meals were also made
available to the local fire
department, EMTs and
other emergency agencies
that required staff to be on
duty.

The committee is scaling
down the numbers slightly
this year because the mem-
bers feel more opportuni-
ties are available as more
people are vaccinated and
pandemic restrictions relax.

The need is still there,
however, as Johnson
acknowledged reservations
were brisk before Thanks-
giving and they were plan-
ning for 300 meals.

People can register for

the Christmas meal by
emailing the chamber at
stapleschamber@gmail.
com with their name, email
address and how many
meals they want. They can
also call the chamber at 218-
894-3974 and leave a message.

Those registered will be
notified with information
about when they can pick
up the meals at the Timbers
Restaurant.

This donation fits within
Rotary’s goal of taking
action locally and globally
to improve lives and create
a better world. Rotary Inter-
national’s causes include
promoting peace, fighting
disease, providing clean
water, saving mothers and
children, supporting edu-
cation, growing local econ-
omies and protecting the
environment.

See ROTARY on page 3a
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Lakewood Health
System addresses
staffing and
patient needs

As Lakewood Health
System, Staples, continues
to deal with the effects of
the current COVID-19 surge,
decisions have been made
by the hospital incident
command system (HICS)
and administrative teams to
address staffing and patient
needs throughout the
system. Some of these deci-
sions will directly impact
patients.

In order to ensure nec-
essary staffing and equip-
ment in areas such as the
hospital and emergency
department, screening colo-
noscopies and most EGDs
(upper GI endoscopies) will
be postponed until after
the end of the year. There
will also be reductions and
potential postponements of
non-emergent inpatient and
outpatient surgeries.

Lakewood is seeing
especially high numbers of

patients in our Quick Care
and emergency depart
ments, as well as those
admitted to the hospital
Due to the high acuity of
admitted patients, there are
increases not only in the
number of staff needed to
care for them, but time and
equipment needs as well
Because staff, especially
nurses and providers, are
in such high demand at this
time, many will be rede
ployed to other areas within
the facility to help with
patient care needs.

“While we understand
all these changes may cause
some frustrations, they
are being made in the best
interest of our patients, and
we appreciate patience and
understanding as we con
tinue to care for the needs
of our community,” stated a
Lakewood press release.

Lakewood invested
S$4.6 million in
community

Lakewood Health System
contributed nearly $4.6 mil-
lion in programs and ser-
vices in 2020 to benefit the
health of its local communi-
ties, according to the latest
annual community benefit
numbers reported to the
Minnesota Hospital Associ-
ation.

The term “community
benefit” refers to initiatives,
activities and investments
undertaken by tax-exempt
hospitals to improve the
health of the communities
they serve.

The report, which con-
tains a set of standard
measurements that deter-
mines the monetary value
representing the hospital’s
financial contributions and
commitment to meeting the
healthcare needs of its res-
idents, provides a snapshot
of the supported programs
and services that benefit
the community.

The $4.6 million in total

expenses which is attribut-

able to community benefit
is 4.4 percent of Lakewood’s
total operating expenses.
With that $4.6 million, Lake-
wood provided access to
healthcare for the unin-
sured and underinsured,
funded community health
improvement programs,
donated to local programs
and partnerships, advanced
education and training for
healthcare professionals,
and subsidized the differ-
ence between the costs of
care and the amount paid

by government-sponsored
programs such as Medicare
and Medicaid.

“I am proud to say
our community benefits
response rose to the chal
lenge in 2020,” said Lisa
Bjerga, Lakewood’s Chief
Financial Officer. “Lake
wood increased its avail
able funding to ensure more
place-based investments
could impact our neighbors
and communities when
they needed it the most.”

In September 2020, Lake
wood’s community health
department launched a new
meal delivery program in
response to COVID-19 to
help alleviate the hunger
and support healing for
patients. The Meals at
COVID-19+ program pro
vided 10-14 prepared frozen
meals to an individual diag
nosed with the virus and
demonstrated a concern
about their ability to access
and afford proper nutrition
during their isolation and
recovery period. All mem
bers in the household also
received meals.

Lakewood care teams
and community health staff
devoted themselves to meet
ing the immediate needs of
patients, some of whom had
never experienced hunger
before. Since September
2020, Lakewood has distrib
uted a total of 22,729 meals
to 1,203 adults and 718 chil
dren.

See LAKEWOOD on page
3a
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Timbers crew at work

Staff members at Timbers Restau-
rant in Staples spent Thanksgiving morn-
ing cooking, prepping and boxing meals
which were offered free to the public.
They had also been cooking and prepar-
ing for the Thanksgiving feast several days

prior to the holiday. Pictured above, from
left are Jordan Steward, Barb Schrupp,
Kim Ziegler, Molly Engen and Taylor Well-
nitz. Missing from the photo is Jordan
Goodwater, Timbers General Manager.
(Submitted photo)
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Dedicated volunteers

Several members of the communi-
ty volunteered their time Nov. 25, help-
ing box up and serve free Thanksgiving
meals to the public. Back row, from left,
are Rachel Johnson, Renee Kroll (repre-
senting LEAP Tourism), Jayme Carlson,

Lisa Bjerga, Paula Perez, Andrew John-
son, Gabriel Kroll, Chris Johnson. Front
row, from left, Liam Kroll, Ava Kroll, Eliza-
beth Kroll, Sarah Kroll, Gage Bjerga, Gar-
rett Bjerga. (Submitted photo)

No need to wait for shipping
times when your local

BeMobile Verizon has all your
tech must-haves in stock today!

Stop by a store near you:

643 Washington Street NE
Brainerd, MN 56401
(218) 454-0930

A total of 380
Thanksgiving meals were
served to community
members on Nov. 25, of-
fered free thanks to the
generosity of several area
businesses and organi-
zations. The hot meals
were prepared at Tim-
bers Restaurant in Sta-
ples, which is also where

| those who called ahead

to place orders could

. | pick them up on Thanks-

giving Day.
At right: Volunteers

‘ Jayme Carlson (left) and

Renee Kroll helped place
boxed meals in the back
of a recipient’s vehicle.
Above and below: Vehi-
cles lined up at Timbers
to receive their meals.
Kroll, representing
LEAP Tourism, said that

| 160 meals had been de-

livered to the Lakewood

® Health System (LHS)

Care Center, Lakewood
Manor, LHS hospital
floors and Emergency
Department, the EMT
personnel and Staples
Police Department. “We
tried not to miss an oppor-
tunity to practically serve
those who are working
too hard this time of year,”
Kroll said. “We know
they're tired and that it’s
hard, and we just wanted
to bless them in a practi-

cal way for all they do for us.”

This event was organized by the Staples Area Chamber of Commerce and Tim-
bers Restaurant. Other local sponsors included Lakewood Health System, Timber-
Lake Hotel, Faith Lutheran Church, Staples United Methodist Church, Staples Rotary
Club, Jemma’s Salon, State Farm Insurance (Daniel Douts), Staples Lions, The Vin-
tage Golf Club, First International Bank & Trust, MidMinnesota Federal Credit Union,
Unity Bank, Staples Eye Clinic, Inc., and CARE Ministry. (Staples World photos by

Dawn Timbs)

FWAC seeks Todd County
board representative

Five Wings Arts Coun-

cil is looking for a board
member from Todd County.
Council members are
charged with setting policy,
as well as approving grant
programs and services
designed to improve the
lives of the people in Region

Five through arts and cul-

ture programs. They also

review and make fund-

ing award decisions about

grant applications sub-

mitted to the council. In
addition, Five Wings Arts
Council members represent
the Council at various arts
events in the region and
state.

Anyone interested in
serving the arts in this
capacity should submit
a letter of interest stating
their expertise and resume
to Five Wings Arts Council,
PO Box 118, Staples, MN
56479 or e-mail vicki.fwac@
arvig.net. Questions? Call
877-654-2166.

Local students earn
scholarships from CLC

The Central Lakes College Foundation
announced the distribution of $167,846 for
Fall 2021 scholarships to local students.

“As I reflect on this tremendous scholar-

ship support, I recognize it was only possi-
ble because of the leadership of our board

and the generosity from our college com-
munity,” said Kate Adornetto, CLC Founda-

tion Director. “Additionally, it takes a team
of volunteers to review each scholarship

applicant, and I want to thank those indi-

viduals for their role in this very important
part of the scholarship process.”

To learn more about donating to the CL.C
Foundation or establishing a scholarship
fund of your own, contact Kate Adornetto,

Law enforcement reports,

Foundation Director, at 218-855-8129.

Area students and their awards include,
from Motley: Katie Philipsek, Lenore
Sheets, Leah Danilyuk, and Elizabeth Dani-
lyuk received scholarships from the follow-
ing funds: Jean Porwoll Fund and Dr. Duane
Lund Scholarship Fund

From Staples: Angela Jares, Kimberly
Queeglay, Tyler Davidson, Emmitt Win-
kels, Katrina Eckenrode, and Ashley Boyer
received scholarships from the follow-
ing funds: Jean Porwoll Fund, Pat & Dee
Sprenger LPN Scholarship Fund, Mary F.
Tornstrom Memorial Scholarship Fund,
and Dr. Duane Lund Scholarship Fund

Motley area

Recent reports from
the Motley Police Depart-
ment (MPD) and Morrison
County Sheriff’s Office
(MCSO) included the fol-
lowing:

Nov. 18 - 22

Nov. 23 - The MPD
responded to a welfare
check at the 300 block in
Motley and noticed that the
subject had an active war-
rant for his arrest. When
asked, the subject stated he
knew he had an active war-
rant and that he needed to

pay it. By the time the MPD
had finished filling out
paper work, the subject’s
wife had returned with the
$50 needed to pay for the
warrant.

Nov. 22 - The MCSO
issued a speeding citation
to Brian Pantzke, 59.

Nov. 18 - The MCSO
responded to the 5000 block
of Diamond Dr., Cushing,
for a report of a domestic
dispute.

Nov. 23 - The MCSO
responded to a report of a

missing cat at the 2000 block
of Birchcrest Dr., Motley.
The cat was later located at
the neighbor’s home.

Nov. 23 - The MCSO
responded to the report of
theft at a residence at the
33000 block of Aspen Ln.,
Motley.

Nov. 23 - The MCSO
paged out Motley Fire and
Rescue for a vehicle acci-
dent at 10337 79th Ave. SW,
Motley. One of the occu-
pants had a leg injury.
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COVID-19 vaccines, monoclonal
antibody therapy and testing available
at Lakewood Health System

The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) and
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC)
recently approved the Pfizer
COVID-19 vaccine for chil-
dren five to 11. This approval
makes the Pfizer vaccine the
only one currently available
to everyone ages five and
up. The Moderna and John-
son & Johnson vaccines are
approved and available to
those ages 18 and up.

All three vaccines are
available at all Lakewood
cliniclocations (Browerville,
Eagle Bend, Motley, Pillager
and Staples) during regu-
lar business hours, Monday
through Friday. A booster
vaccine has been approved
for certain individuals who
received the Pfizer or Mod-
erna vaccine six or more
months after their initial
series. They include those:

° 65 years or older

o Ages 18+ who live in

o,

75 Years Aco - 1946

o Nov. 28, 1946 - Practi-
cally every store in Staples
is in full Christmas swing
this week, after a hectic
week by the owners to get
their stores decorated and
trimmed for the holiday
season.

Thousands of dollars
worth of new merchandise
is displayed in the hard-
ware stores, general stores,
drug stores, variety store
and even the grocery stores
have taken on a Christmas
appearance.

Shoppers will do them-
selves well by patronizing
the stores in Staples this
season, where the latest
and most up-to-date stock is

- o -
Compiled by
Dawn Timbs
- o -
available.

o Nov. 28, 1946 - A number
of the Future Farmer stu-
dents of the Staples high
school will go to South St.
Paul to a Future Farmers
Marketing school, where
they will learn all of the
work of marketing livestock
at the stock yards in that
city. Instructor Joe V. Raine
will accompany the boys on
the two or three day trip.

o Nov. 28, 1946 - County
Auditor Nick Truog called
the Staples World office
Monday morning and stated
that 2,600 deer licenses had
been issued in Todd County
for the 1946 season, which
closed Sunday evening, Nov.
24. This is by far the larg-
est number of deer hunt-
ing licenses to be issued
in Todd County for many
years. During 1945 only
1,756 licenses were issued,
with only one non-resident
license being purchased.

o Nov. 28, 1946 - Staples
High School Junior Class
presented its annual class
play at the Staples Audito-
rium Nov. 25, and accord-
ing to the applause, and the
praise heard from various
people in attendance, was a
decided “hit” with the large
crowd present.

The play, “Every Family
Has One,” by George Batson,
was a common, everyday
American family produc-
tion, and the wit, humor,
and serious parts in the play
were those which can be
found in the average Amer-
ican home of today.

50 Years Aco - 1971

o Dec. 2, 1971 - An
announcement was made
today that a free Christmas
matinee will be held at the
Staples Theatre Saturday,
Dec. 4, at 2:30 p.m. Chil-
dren of the entire area are
invited.

° Dec. 2, 1971 - Melvin
Holm, owner and operator
of Holm’s Cafe, Staples, died
unexpectedly at the Staples
Municipal Hospital early
Tuesday morning, Nov. 23.
He was 58 years of age.

Funeral services were
conducted Nov. 26, at the
Thomastown Covenant
Church, with Pastor Clif-
ford Nygren officiating.
Tnterment was in the Thom-

long-term care settings

o Ages 18+ who have
underlying medical condi-
tions

o Ages 18+ who work or
live in high-risk settings.

The Johnson & Johnson
vaccine booster is approved
for those 18 and up who
were fully vaccinated two or
more months ago. Booster
vaccines can be mixed and
matched, meaning if you
received Pfizer for your ini-
tial series, you can receive
any of the three vaccines as
a booster; the same going for
all three vaccines.

Flu and COVID-19 vac-
cines can be given during
the same visit, if desired.
More research has been
done over the past year and
it was determined the two
are safe to be done at the
same time. (This includes
the first, second and booster
shot of the COVID-19 series.)

To schedule a vaccination

appointment for you and/or
your child, call 218-894-1515
(option #2).

Monoclonal antibody
therapy is for qualified indi-
viduals who have tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 or have
had a high-risk exposure
and are at high risk of devel-
oping severe COVID-19. It is
not for everyone who has
been exposed. This therapy
is done as an outpatient pro-
cedure and has been shown
to lessen the symptoms of
COVID-19 and reduce hospi-
talizations.

The process for getting
the monoclonal therapy has
changed per direction from
the state. Patients needing
monoclonal therapy need
to self-refer by registering
through the Minnesota
Resource Allocation Plat-
form (MNRAP) - an online
tool that connects people
and healthcare providers
with COVID-19 medications.

00

Looking back

astown Cemetery.

oDec. 2, 1971 - Rick Weber,
a fourth year student at the
University of Minnesota
Medical School, is presently
taking a family practice
externship at the Lakewood
Clinic, Staples.

Weber started at the
clinic on Monday of this
week and the program will
continue for a nine-week
period.

Rick is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Ernest E. Weber of
this city. He was graduated
from Staples high school in
1964 and then received his

degree from Marquette Uni-

versity in 1968, majoring in
philosophy and minoring in
chemistry.

His wife, Carol, and their
two-year-old son, Erik, are
also in Staples with him.

o Dec. 2, 1971 - Under the
sponsorship of the Staples
Jaycees and endorsed by
other organizations, Toys
for Tots will again be held
in Staples.

Terry Nelson and Earl
Mergens are co-chairmen
of the event and they said
that Toys for Tots will be
conducted Dec. 18. Last year,
about $250 was received and
disbursed for Toys for Tots,
plus many donated items of
clothing and toys.

oDec.2,1971- The naming
of the recipient of the
1971 Distinguished Service
Award and the honoring
of two senior citizens who
have each contributed much
to this community and in
their chosen professions
will highlight the annual
Service Award Night and

Banquet of the Staples Jay-

cees Dec. 6.

To be recognized by the
Jaycees for their years of
service in the Staples area
will be P. M. Atwood, former
Superintendent of Schools,
and the Rev. Raymond H.
Ewing, retired pastor of
The Congregational Church.

25 Years Aco - 1996

o Nov. 28, 1996 - State Sen-
ator Dallas Sams, DFL - Sta-

ples, has been named chair
of the Senate Agriculture
and Rural Development
Committee.

o Nov. 28, 1996 - Staples
Cinema is now showing
‘Mighty Ducks D-3’. Coming
next, ‘That Thing You Do.’
Theatre Prices: Ages 1 - 11,
$2; Age 12 and Older, $3.

o Nov. 28, 1996 - Four area
school students sang in a
select honors choir which
gathered Nov. 16 at St. Olaf
College in Northfield for an
American Choral Directors

Association state conven-

tion.

The state-wide Youth
Honors Choir consisted of
100 students, grades 4 - 6,

who were selected by audi-

tion from about 400 students
who tried out.

The Staples Motley
School District students
included Peter Lund, a 5th
grader at Staples Elemen-
tary, son of Bruce and Eva
Lund; Ashley Blake, a 6th
grader at Motley Staples
Middle School, daughter
of Deanne Blake of Motley
and Bruce Blake of Motley;
and Madeline Beebe, a 5th

Due to this change by the
state, Lakewood’s process
for providing monoclonal
therapy to patients has had
to change and we may no
longer be able to provide this
treatment option as quickly
as before. Talk to your med-
ical provider if you have
questions. To self-register,
go to https://umn.qualtrics.
com/jfe/form/SV_8tVAsh-
44HLqqkKkK.

COVID-19 testing is avail-
able at Lakewood’s Staples
and Browerville clinics by
appointment only. To sched-
ule an appointment, call 218-
894-1515 (option #2). Free
antigen rapid testing is also
available at the Wadena
Armory Mondays and Tues-
days from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
until the end of December.
Appointments can be made
by going online at https://
my.primary.health/r/
mnrapid_wadena?registra-
tion_type=defaulty.health).

Mystery

photo

Hello readers. This week’s archive photo is from our
Dec. 8, 1988 edition. Do you know who these people
are and perhaps the context of the photo? Do you have a
memory to share? Email your answers and where you are

from to dtimbs@staplesworld.com by Friday, or call 218-

894-1112. The answers will be published in next week’s
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

.

Mystey

LAKEWOOD continued from page 1a

Investing in people

The Meals at COVID-
19+ program continues to
deliver meals to patients
and their households. “As
we continue to navigate the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
need in our communities
hasnever been greater,” said
Alicia Bauman, Community
Health Director. “We have
delivered 6,489 meals in the
last seven weeks alone.”

Not-for-profit hospitals
are required to report com-
munity benefits annually

and to research commu-

nity health needs every
three years. Lakewood was
doing this long before the
federal requirement. “For
more than eight decades,
Lakewood has cared for
its patients and invested

in the people and partner-

ships that make us stronger
together,” said Tim Rice,

President and Chief Exec-

utive Officer. “We are more
committed than ever to

staying true to our mission
to provide quality, personal
ized healthcare for patients
who have trusted us since
1936. When a patient needs
our help, we are there for
them and their family.”

Currently, Lakewood
is conducting its fourth
community health needs
assessment and seeking
input from adults (aged
18+) who live in Morrison
Todd, or Wadena County
The results of the assess:
ment will be used to direct
the health system’s commu
nity benefit programs and
help to prioritize services
and investments through
2025. The survey tool can
be found at: https://arcg.is/
CPDulLoO.

To learn more about the
current community health
needs assessment and its
strategic plan, visit lake:
woodhealthsystem.com/
community-health

ROTARY continued from page 1a

Donors to Christmas meals

In addition to the Staples
Rotary Club other donors
include Lakewood Health
System, Unity Bank, Jem-
ma’s Salon, Faith Lutheran
Church, First International
Bank and Trust, Dan Douts
State Farm, Mid Minnesota
Federal Credit Union, Sta-
ples Lions, Care Ministries,
The Vintage Golf Club,
Motley United Methodist
Church, Staples Eye Clinic,
Timbers Restaurant and

Event Center and Staples
Area Chamber.

Donations are still being
accepted for the Christ-
mas meals. Call or email
the chamber to discuss the
options.

Johnson also noted that
the chamber is seeking a
part time office adminis-
trator/coordinator to assist
with this and other cham-
ber activities.

Wenzel participates

on issues

Longtime Central Lakes
College Political Science
instructor Steve Wenzel
attended and participated
in a round-table panel dis-
cussion on national and
international issues with
Senator Marco Rubio,
R-Florida, in Minneapolis
on November 15.

Wenzel was invited to
participate in the panel
discussion by former
Minnesota U.S. Senators
Norm Coleman and Rudy

panel

Boschwitz. The issues
covered included: The
national economy and the
problems of inflation; ille-
gal immigration and the
Open Border policies of the
Biden Administration; the
implications of the U.S. exit
from Afghanistan; the rise
of China and nuclear deter-
rence; and the specifics and
costs of the multi-trillion
dollar social infrastructure
legislation now before the
Congress.

Last week’'s mystery photo, published in the Nov.
23, 2006 edition of the Staples World featured Marlene
McMullen (left) and Madeline Lahr, third graders at Mot-
ley Elementary School. The two friends said they were
looking forward to Thanksgiving vacation and shared
some thoughts about the holiday. Marlene said, “I'm
thankful for all that we get,” and Madeline said, “I'm

Political figures

From left, Former Minnesota U.S. Senator Rudy
Boschwitz, Central Lakes College Political Science in
structor Steve Wenzel and Senator Marco Rubio of Flori

thankful for food.”

No responses were received for this mystery

photo.

grader at Motley Elemen- on Pearl Harbor that day, a Breena Dell
tary, daughter of Matthew defining moment in the his- Clayton
and Linda Beebe of Motley.  tory of the world that has OD’

Also taking part was Beth  also become an important Independent
Rogge, daughter of Rickand chapter in the lives of the Optometrist
Cindy Rogge, of Verndale, two Staples residents. at Costco .
a sixth grader at Verndale “That day belongs to Pearl Baxter, MN )

Elementary School.

Roger Towler is the Vern-

dale music instructor who
worked with Beth Rogge

and five other Verndale stu-

dents who sent in audition
tapes. Staples Motley music
instructors included Joan
Batcher and Stan Carlson
at the Middle School and
Motley Elementary and

Mary Moen at Staples Ele-

Harbor and always will,”
said Henrickson.

o Dec. 1, 2011 - Stan
Widmer Associates cast a
wide net by pitching their
molded boat concept online.
Out of 7,000 hits from
around the world, a recent
strike was from a deep sea
fishing company in Malay-
sia.

At the Nov. 22 Staples

da. (Submitted photo)

218-855-5756
«Comprehensive Eye Exam...$75
«Contact Lens Exams starting at...$110

Membership not required for eye exams,
but is needed to purchase glasses or contact lenses.

Call or visit us at www.claytoneyecaremn.com

abortioncounters.com

mentary. EDA meeting, Stan Widmer
talked about negotiations |04,
10 Years Aco - 2011 with the fishing company to

o Dec. 1, 2011 - Seventy
years ago, on Dec. 7, 1941,

Bill Henrickson was read-

ing the Sunday paper in
the bunk room of the USS
Nevada. At the same time,
Arlyn Welling was within
sight, working on the USS

Argonne, a repair ship. Hen-
rickson and Welling sur-

vived the surprise attack

apply his special rotation-
ally molding process to a
fishing boat.

If Widmer lands this
contract or one of the sev-
eral other inquiries he has
been working on, he plans
to build a 4,000 square foot
manufacturing building in
Staples.

Steve’s Auto Salvage

& G&L Service

oTires (New & Used)
- *Tubes *Belts
*AG Tires *Bulbs *0il eAntifreeze
eUsed Auto Parts
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Surviving the holidays

By Sue Abderholden
Executive Director, NAMI Minnesota (National
Alliance on Mental lliness)

We're heading into the time of year when

a variety of celebrations are held: Thanks-

giving, Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa,
New Year’s Eve, Rohatsu, Feast Day of Our
Lady of Guadalupe, Solstice. It is a time
when we usually gather with family and
friends. We eat, we talk, we play games, we
laugh, we hug.

Over 9,100 Minnesotans have died from
COVID-19. There were 723 Minnesotans who

died by suicide in 2020. Over 1,000 Minneso-

tans died from an overdose. So, for many
Minnesotans the approaching holidays will
be hard. Memories come flooding back pro-
viding moments of immense sadness, not
joy. When we gather and there is an empty
chair we are reminded of their death.

Having unexpectedly lost my husband of
over 40 years at the end of May, I am appre-
hensive as the holiday season approaches.
We’ve spent the last 43 years celebrating
holidays together so him not being here will
have a profound impact.

There are also people who struggle
during the holidays due to the impact of
mental illnesses or substance use disorders.
There’s ambiguous loss, reminded of what
might have been. There’s the difficulty of

engaging when your symptoms are over-

whelming. There’s the difficulty of trying

to cope with a loved one’s symptoms and ill-

nesses. While we see the beautiful ads about

wonderful holidays, they aren’t always won-
derful and we might feel even more pres-

sured to make them wonderful and more
disappointed when they aren’t.

Especially this year, I have no great
words of advice for surviving the holidays.
It is going to be hard. But here are several
things to keep in mind:

« Sit with the grief. Grieving takes time.
It’s not about getting better, especially the

first year, it’s about getting through it. Don’t
try to “fix” someone. Sit by them; allow
them to cry, to reminisce, to be sad.

» Reach in. Whether it’s grief or the symp-
toms of a mental illness it’s hard to reach
out for help. Reach in, offer something spe-
cific — a ride, a meal, some fresh flowers, a
walk. Send a note that you are thinking of
them.

« Let it go. Now’s not the time to complain,
to talk about adhering to treatment plans, to
fight over what should happen in the future.
Just be a family member or a friend. There
will be time to have those discussions in the
future. But make these holidays a time to be
a family that loves each other uncondition-
ally — that truly cares about each other.

» Say “No.” Not all families are healthy.
Abuse exists. It’s okay to say “no” to attend-
ing events that will be detrimental to your
mental health and safety. We have families
of origin and families of creation. Some
people have to redefine their family.

» Keep it simple. Ban perfection. It’s so
easy to get stressed about having every-
thing be perfect — the gifts, meals, or the
decorations. What do you remember most
about holidays in the past? My guess is it
wasn’t all the extra “stuff” but the people
and the feelings and emotions.

I know that the coming holidays will
be very different and difficult for me. So,
I'm planning ahead. I’'m writing down the
things and activities that will help my grief
and my missing him. I'm going to try a SAD
light, I'm going to take walks if it isn’t too
cold, I’'m going to journal, I'm keeping my

expectations low and not doing a lot of dec-

orating or gift buying. I'm connecting to the
people who know me and help me.

However you are entering this season,
just remember it’s not easy for everyone.
Be kind to people who seem to be behaving
badly or have a short fuse. There might be a
reason that they are struggling during this
time and an act of kindness could help.

candle.”

Quote of the week

“The proper response, as Hanukkah teaches,
1s not to curse the darkness but to light a
— Irving Greenberg

Staples World
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Patients
suffering
horrible
deaths from
COoVID

I've just finished a seven
day stretch as a hospital-
ist. Lakewood is a critical
access hospital that has a
25 bed capacity with two
designated ICU beds. Nor-
mally we transfer severely
ill patients to a higher level
of care. I feel it’s import-
ant that everyone know the
current state we’re in. No
politics. Just a tired doctor,
emotionally and physically.

We have 12 COVID pos-
itive patients struggling
in our hospital. Eight are
in the ICU. Two are on the

ventilator. We called 13 hos-

pitals to find a bed for our
patients on the ventilators,
no one has room. We were
able to put one in the queue
for the state’s critical care

coordination center which
helps place patients into
ICUs. They allowed us to
put one patient on the list
but told us that they haven’t
been able to place anyone
for days.

These are not all old peo-

ple with chronic diseases.
This isn’t the old COVID.
This is much worse. Our
current COVID patients
are younger. We have two in
their 30’s, three in their 40’s,
two in their 50’s, three in
their 60’s. A few in the 70-85
range, but most are young
with no underlying medical
conditions.

Our intubated patients
are people, who a few weeks
ago who were working full
time jobs. I have friends

in the hospital who are se-

verely ill. It’s hard to watch
them suffer with this awful
disease. They describe the
pain of glass shards in their
chest when they cough.
They struggle to get enough

air--even with liberal mor-

phine use. I would say it’s

O

one of the more tortuous
ways to die that I have ever
seen.

None of these people
are vaccinated. I've had a
vaccinated patient need to
get some fluids when they
have had COVID this week
and they didn’t feel great,
but they went home in a day.
If you’re able to make an
educated decision and you
saw what I saw this week,
you would get a vaccine if
you have not already. I don’t
care how far you have your
heels dug in on not vacci-
nating for whatever reason,
if you saw what I’ve seen
this week you would change
your mind. The type of vac-
cine doesn’t matter, they all
work at keeping people out
of the hospital and from dy-
ing a horrible long tortuous
death.

Christine S. Albrecht, MD
Chief Medical Officer
Lakewood Health System
Staples, Minn

o,

School
spending

Most of you in the Sta-
ples School District have re-
cently received your state-
ment of proposed taxes for
2022. If you’re like me you
were shocked by the almost
doubling of the school dis-
trict taxes. This comes after
a second school referendum
failure. I don’t know what
the school board doesn’t un-
derstand. A large majority
said “No” to more spending.
It’s like they’re punishing
the public because they
didn’t get their way.

Somehow after many
years of complaining they
couldn’t get more money

for maintenance and other
actual needs, they are sud-
denly able to approve $28
million in new spending.
Supposedly only $14 million
has a direct tax impact.

I’m not sure what mir-
acle is paying the remain-
ing $14 million other than
a $6 million dollar contri-
bution for the “community
center like” addition to the
elementary school by the
non-profit Lakewood Health
System. Note that the com-
munity center project was
also rejected in the 2019 ref-
erendum.

I know that some of the
funding is via four year
bonds. The board has al-
ready stated they plan to do
more bonds once the four
years is done. And will con-

O

tinue with more bonds as
long as they please.

I want to encourage ev-
eryone that’s concerned
with this tremendous tax
increase and out of con-
trol spending to attend the
school board meeting on
Dec. 6 at 6 p.m. If youwish to
make your opinions known
to the board, make sure you
call the school district (to
get on the meeting agenda)
at 218-894-5400 by 4:00 p.m.
on Friday, December 3. Our
voices need to be heard or
the school board will con-
tinue on this reckless path.

Ronald Nypan
Cushing, Minn

Hard working entrepreneurs Chamber rates economic
benchmarks in Minnesota

deserve our support this

holiday season

By Kim Preston
Center For Rural Affairs

The holiday season is
upon us, and for many peo-
ple that means making pur-
chases for gift exchanges
and planning the menu for
family and work gatherings.

But, for our nation’s
small business owners, pre-
paring for the biggest and
busiest time of the year can
take months of hard work,
and involves more than just
inventory on the shelves.

While consumers make
their lists and check them
twice, entrepreneurs have
been working behind the
scenes to prepare. They’ve
spent nights and weekends
learning how to market
their business and getting
familiar with social media.
When things slow down

they turn their attention to
learning bookkeeping and
tax requirements.

Our entrepreneurs are

not alone. Many take advan-

tage of training programs
offered by organizations

such as the Center for Ru-

ral Affairs. These programs
are supported by state and
federal efforts designed to
ensure that our smallest

businesses are there for you.
In Nebraska, the Micro-
enterprise Assistance Pro-

gram provides funding for

technical assistance. Busi-

nesses with five or fewer

employees can use the Ne-
braska Advantage Microen-

terprise Tax Credit to make
new investments. With the
help of a 20% refundable tax

credit up to $20,000, entre-

preneurs have secured new

buildings, repaired or main-
tained property, and pur-

chased needed equipment.

The Rural Microentrepre-

neur Assistance Program
(RMAP) helps business
owners access much-needed
loan capital and technical
assistance. Through RMAP,
grants are made available
to organizations to provide
training and to make small

loans to new and existing ru-

ral small businesses. Grants
have facilitated more than

2,100 small businesses to ex-

pand operations, create jobs,
and tap new markets.

The holiday season is the
time when all of this work
pays off. You can reward

small businesses by shop-

ping locally as you purchase

gifts and plan your gather-

ings. Keeping your dollars
in the local community is
the gift that can keep giving.

From the Minnesota
Chamber of Commerce

The Minnesota Chamber
released the seventh annu-
al Business Benchmarks
report, a compilation of
key indicators that define
the state’s business climate
— where Minnesota ranks
compared with other states
— to identify the state’s
strengths as well as areas
for improvement to ensure
Minnesota’s competitive-
ness in the global economy.
Comprehensive, objective
data were compiled from
sources such as state and
federal agencies.

“Minnesota’s economy
— much like its people - is
resilient,” said Minnesota
Chamber President and
CEO Doug Loon. “Minne-
sota can be a good place to
do business, with bright
spots in innovation and in-
frastructure, and progress
on lowering taxes. But chal-
lenges also exist, includ-
ing the high cost of doing

Staples ‘,World —
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business, a historic worker
shortage and startup chal-
lenges for entrepreneurs.”

The 2022 Business Bench-
marks report will be formal-
ly released Thursday at the
Minnesota Chamber’s Eco-
nomic Summit (previously
known as the Annual Meet-
ing).

This seventh annual
report identifies positive,
troubling and mixed trends
in the state’s business cli-
mate:

- Minnesota’s economy is
resilient but underperform-
ing. GDP growth continues
to lag the national average
—although it isn’t among the
worst in the nation, but con-
sidering the diverse econo-
my, the state is outpaced by
those it should surpass.

« Despite incremental
progress on lowering taxes,
such as providing relief on
business property taxes and
to those who accepted Pay-
check Protection Program
(PPP) loans, Minnesota re-
mains among the highest
taxed states in the nation,
hindering economic growth.

« Many businesses illus-
trated the state’s legacy of
innovation throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic, but
more can be done to foster
entrepreneurship, especial-
ly among immigrants and
people of color.

water, roads and digital con-
nectivity — remains strong
and helps move commerce
through to every corner of
the state, and beyond.

» The cost of doing busi-
ness continues to vacillate,
but specific costs continue
torise, such as electricity.

- Minnesota employers
face new heights of the his-
toric worker shortage. This
is the result of a complicat-
ed set of factors, including
eroding labor participation,
lags in migration and the
worst achievement gap in
the nation.

The Minnesota Chamber
is a statewide organization
representing more than
6,300 businesses of all types
and sizes — and more than
half a million employees —
throughout Minnesota. The
Chamber was recognized
recently as the nation’s
number one chamber for
working tirelessly for its
members; providing one-
on-one business services,
opportunities to grow their
networks and knowledge
base, and cultivating an eco-
nomic environment where
businesses stay and grow
in our state. A business cli-
mate that allows for innova-
tion and forward-thinking
leadership will help grow
the strength of Minnesota’s
economy for generations to
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Centrl Minnesota Boys Choir

The Central Minnesota Boys Choir
(CMBBC) includes, not in any particular
order: Jackson Alexander, Caleb Best-
land, Kai Bestland, Joshua Cushing,
Oliver Espe, Jacob Faulkner, Joseph
Faulkner, Cameron Ganyo, Conner Gon-
zalez, Matthew Jewison, Michael Jewison,

Ryker Karjala, Beckett Messer, Mason
Michael, Brayden Moore, Josiah Mumm,
Sawyer Pakkala, Braydon Pruitt, Owen
Roline, Letten Rychner, Nathaniel Sea-
mann, Ryder Thompson, Seth Van Winkle,
Avery Vosika, Christian Winter, Johnathan
Winter. (Submitted photo)

Youth musical groups

performing at Community
Christmas Concert

The area youth musical
groups “Colla Voce” and the
“Central Minnesota Boys
Choir” will be performing
in conjunction with the
Staples Area Women’s and
Staples Area Men’s Choirs’
2021 Community Christ-
mas Concert. The concert
will be held Sat., December
11 at 7 p.m. at Sacred Heart

Lo il il S

Colla Voce Girls Choir

Church in Staples.

The concert will be per-

formed live with a limited
amount of seating, but will

also be available as a Face-

book Live event that can be
viewed on all of the choir’s
Facebook pages.

Those attending the
concert in person will be
required to wear masks to

keep everyone safe. As this

event is a major fundrais-

er for all four groups, those
that choose to listen to the
Live Streamed event will
have an option to contribute
to the performing groups
online. Tickets are available
through chorus members.

The Colla Voce Girls Choir (CVGC) includes, not
in any particular order: Paislee Boozell, Naudia Djuren,

Delaney Dolen, Maggie
Grunewald, Grace Halv-
erson, Piper Hanson, Mi-
randa Hess, Meredith
Hoemberg, Molly Hoem-
berg, Charlie Hoffman,
Aleea Holst, Jaida Holst,
Katie Hoppe, Aubree
Hove, Lizzie Kroll, Sarah
Kroll, Mollie Larrimore,
Maddy Michael, Char-
lie Rose Noska, Lylianne
Nurnberger, Kelsey Pape,
Adele Perry, Natalie Roth,
Chadia Schultz, Serenity
Sikora, Elise Trif. (Submit-
ted photo)

(o 0)
Mark
Your

Calendar
(o, O

December 2

StapLES SERENITY AA GROUP
Mres are held at the Staples
Assembly of God Church
on Tuesday and Thursday
evenings beginning at 7 p.m.

Tth Annual

Complete Christmas story
portrayed in live drama.

Featuring live animals

d26¥-87M

Live Drive-thru Nativity
December 8 and 9, 6 - 8:30 p.m.

** Cass County Fairgrounds in Pillager

You MEVER leave the car ... bring the whole family.
® Watch for traffic signs.

FREE admission (A donation bucket will be available at the end.)

Sponsored by Casino Assembly of God of Pillager
Involvement from over 1% area churches,
Call Sue Yan Hal for mors infonmaticon o if you

wish to participate (218) B21-2276
Financinl danaticons and apasnaarahip accepted,

Coma vyt botwean G-8:30.
The time i takes o drive through
bl Motivity depands on the walfic,
Appromately 10-15 minules.

including camels,
sheep and donkeys

Wednesday, December 1, 2021 5 a

Truth In Taxation mtg Dec. 6

The Staples-Motley
School Board Truth In Tax-
ation meeting will be held
Monday, Dec. 6 at 6 p.m. at
the District Office, 905 4th
St. NE, Staples.

The meeting includes a
community/public forum

on the Truth In Taxation
Levy.

Upcoming schedule:

Mon., Dec. 20: Regular
board meeting, 6 p.m. Dis-
trict Office.

Dec. 23-Jan. 1: Christ-
mas Break. School closed.

Dec. 25: Merry Christ-
mas

Mon., Jan 3: Organiza-
tional meeting, District Of-
fice, 6 p.m. Elect officers, set
the 2022 meeting schedule,
etc.

e - "’i
Tur

art at the libay

(&

It was turkey time at the Preschool Storytime held at the Staples Public Library in
November. Those attending heard a story and decorated turkeys. Next Storytime will
be held Dec. 15 at 10:30 a.m. The Reading Roundhouse Storytime will be held Dec.

11. Check all upcoming programs at www.griver.or

(Submitted photo)

. Call 218-894-1401 to sign-up.

Author Fuller on Bookends

BookEnds Online Edi-
tion will feature M. E. Full-

er and her newest cozy
book, “Blood on the Bridal
Wreath”, on December 11, at
11:30 a.m. via Zoom. The
Zoom meeting ID is 867 0338
5655.

“Blood on the Bridal
Wreath”, is the first of a
four book series called

Filthy Dirty Garden Gloves.

From its great title to its
delicious ending, this de-
lightfully clever mystery is
a remarkable romp with a
devoted cat owner and ex-
pert gardener who seems
to attract both danger and
devotion.

To find out more about
BookEnds Online Edition
or to watch recordings of
previous BookEnds pro-

Snowmobile

Safety

Beware of power poles
and the wires that hold
them in place

grams visit www.Wadena-
CountyHistory.org.

BookEnds Online Edi-
tion is made possible, in
part, by the voters of Min-
nesota, through a grant
from the Five Wings Arts
Council, thanks to a legisla-
tive appropriation from the
Arts and Cultural Heritage
Fund.

SNOWMOBILING underneath power lines can be dangerous.

Keep these tips in mind this winter.

For more info., 320-874-0979.
December 6

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
MEeeTING CANCELLED due to
Covid surge. Any questions,
call Arlene at 218-894-2254.

December 7

Rusy’s Pantry is held on
the first Tuesday of each
month at the parking lot of
Central Lakes College in
Staples beginning at 6 p.m.

OLp Time Dance is held
the first Tuesday of every
month at the Wadena VFW.
For info., call 218-639-0132.

December 15

SHARE THIS
IMPORTANT n
INFORMATION

with family, friends

Watch out for power poles and electrical equipment that can be
hidden in the snow.

B Slow down, know the area and stay on marked trails.

and anyone you Power poles are often anchored with wires extending out from the

know who rides a pole. Avoid snowmobiling directly next to or underneath power lines.
1

B [f you see a downed power line, stay away from it and call 911
to report it. Always assume it is live and can carry currents strong
enough to kill.

snowmobile.

Great River Energy—Powering what's possible

Agralite Electric Cooperative * Arrowhead Cooperative, Inc. * BENCO Electric Cooperative * Brown County Rural Electrical Association *
Connexus Energy * Cooperative Light & Power ¢ Crow Wing Power ¢ Dakota Electric Association ¢ East Central Energy *

Federated Rural Electric Association * Goodhue County Cooperative Electric Association ¢ ltasca-Mantrap Cooperative Electrical Association ¢
Kandiyohi Power Cooperative * Lake Country Power ¢ Lake Region Electric Cooperative * Mcleod Cooperative Power Association

Saturday, Dec. 4

Meeker Cooperative * Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative ¢ Minnesota Valley Electric Cooperative ¢ Nobles Cooperative Electric *

StapLes 60+ Senior Cit- 1 1 a m - 2 m . % North ltasca Electric Cooperative, Inc. * Redwood Electric Cooperative ¢ Runestone Electric Association ¢ South Central Electric Association *
1ZENS CHRisTMAS PARTY WITH i i i i ‘50_\“ Stearns Electric Association * Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric ¢ Todd-Wadena Electric Cooperative *
MEAL , PROGRAM & PRIZES O e L] a ) ’.‘ ’;\ . 1 Wright-Hennepin Cooperative Electric Association
Wednesday, Dec. 15. Lim- M t y Clty H v
X . . Vi =
ited seating. Reservations . \*;F"‘l'\k ; GREAT
required, call 218-894-2556. 316 Highway 10 S, Motley g > RIVER
For other info., call Arlene ENERGY..

greatriverenergy.com

Sponsored by the Motley Lions.

at 218-894-2254.
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Brenda Tretter

Brenda Lea (Head) Tret-
ter, 62, of Little Falls, passed
away November 23, 2021 at
St. Joseph’s Medical Center
in Brainerd.

Funeral services were
held at the Camp Ripley
Chapel November 30 with
Pastor Tim Sumner offici-
ating.

Interment followed at the
Minnesota State Veteran’s
Cemetery.

Brenda was born March
11, 1959 to Byron and Shirley
(McCoy) Head in Wadena.
She left school after the
eighth grade and was mar-
ried at 16-years-old to Gary
Pierzinski. The couple wel-
comed a daughter, Melanie.

At the age of 18, Brenda
and Gary divorced. She
then joined the United
States Army, a career that
would last 23 years. During
her time working at Camp
Ripley, she met her second
husband, Robert Tretter.
The two were married Octo-
ber 6, 1989 and to this union
a daughter, Lindsey, was
born.

Brenda is survived by two
daughters, Melanie Pierz-

inski and Lindsey Tretter;
mother, Shirley Feakes; one
grandson, Hunter Adamski;
two sisters, Sheri LaCroix
and Elsie (Duane) Miller;
one brother, Wally Head;
three stepsons and their
families, Robert, Scott and
Troy Tretter and many
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
Robert Tretter; father,
Byron Head and one brother,
William “Billy” Head.

Arrangements are by the
Emblom Brenny Funeral
Service.

w49c A00006B2021DCO1

Carol J. Cameron, 78,
of Staples, passed away
November 21, 2021.

Services were held
November 27 at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church in
Staples.

Carol was born June 16,
1943, to Elmer and Pearl
(Motl) Judd. She married
David ‘Ike” Cameron on
April 25, 1964 in Staples.
She retired from her role as
secretary at Target corpo-
ration in 1994. She and Ike
bought Lefty’s Bar in Sta-
ples which they operated
until 2001. Carol enjoyed
dancing, gardening, ani-
mals, riding horses and had
a great time snowmobiling
and ATVing. She created
a beautiful home and took
pride in keeping it clean
and well organized.

Most of all she loved
her family and friends. She
made lifelong friendships
and was very proud of her
grandchildren.

She is survived by her
husband of 57 years, David;
one son, Chad (Lizabeth);
four grandchildren, Justin
(Christina) Cameron, Mat-

thew (Holly) Cameron,
Lydia Cameron (Sean
Shafer), Nathan Cameron;
one sister, Angie (Judd)
Martin and one brother,
Gerald Judd.

She is preceded in death
by her parents; one son,
Craig Cameron; stepdad,
Robert Sellnow; two broth-
ers, Arnold Judd and Ray
Judd and one sister, Shirley
Perry.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions are preferred to Sacred
Heart Catholic School.

Arrangements were by
the Brenny Family Funeral
Chapel, Staples.

w49c A00006B2021DCO1

Staples

Staples Alliance

Pastor Zach Jones

Sunday Worship....

Sunday School
WEDNESDAY

Assembly of God

Pastor Roy Miles
Small Groups (Bible classes

Morning Worship Service
Children’s Church (Kids start in main
worship service)....
Prayer Meeting
WEDNESDAY
Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)

Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)

Church of Christ

Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live

WEDNESDAY:

Faith Lutheran

Pastor Carl Larson
Pastor Chris Mathiason

Sunday School and

Sacred Heart Church

310 4th St. NE, Staples

Church....

Pastor Fr.

Parochial Vicar, Fr. Gabriel Walz
S:

Seventh Day Adventist

421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples

218-894-0033
Saturday Worship
Sabbath School

Thomastown Covenant

Pastor Scott Jorgenson

1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891

AWANA. ... 6:00 p.m.

914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples........... 218-894-1081

for all ages) ........crrrrrrrrreeerrenees 9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

... 1l a.m.

.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

27343 490th St., Staples........... 218-894-2609

Bible School (youth and adult).....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship.........ccccoesrrrnnnnn. 10:30 a.m.

Teen Youth/Adults Bible Study.......7-8 p.m.

First Congregational Church,

ucc

firstcongouccstaples@gmail.com

204 5th St. NE, Staples............. 218-894-2571
WOrship.....oeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeiii 9:30 a.m.

Fellowship, refreshments following service

430 12th Street. NE., Staples.....218-894-1546

Sunday Worship Service ................... 9:00 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship..........cccooeeer.. 10:05 a.m.

15940 251st Ave., Staples.......... 218-894-3923

Sunday Worship..........ccooooccouenee.. 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH......... 6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples............ 218-894-2372
Rev. Robin Collins
Sunday Divine Service................. 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School & Bible Class.......10:30 a.m.

United Methodist

310 5th St. NE, Staples............. 218-894-2248
Pastor Greg Leslie
Sunday Worship........cccoooocovenee.. 10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)
Sunday School (for grades K-12 and adults)
........................................... 9:15-10:15 a.m.

Aldrich

Balsamlund Lutheran

19550 490th Street, Aldrich

Eric Clapp......ceeeveeveere 701-261-2394 (cell)
Sunday Worship... 8:15 a.m.
Sunday School

8:30am.

Cushing

Bethany Lutheran

25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN

320-749-2140

Pastor Carl Larson

Pastor Chris Mathiason

www.bethanylutherancushing.org
Sunday Worship.........ccooovveveeeens 9:00 a.m.
Communion.................. 1st and 2nd Sunday

of each month

Lincoln Evangelical Free

1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org

Facebook Lincoln E Free

Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad

Community Life Pastor: Jim Brown
Associate Pastor: Joe Reigstad

SUNDAY

Church Worship Gathering.......... 10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ........ccccoommnn..... 10:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

Community Meal :30 .

Family Night 6:00 p.m

Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing

Pastor Dan Holmes.................... 320-749-2583
Sunday School ..9:30 a.m.
Worship....... 10:30 a.m.

WEDNESDA'

Bible study........ 7:30 p.m

Leader

Swan Valley Lutheran

Leader .........coomeereeeererenreiee 218-397-2470

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament
Sunday Worship
January - July
July - January

Maple Hill Lutheran

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament

Leader-......... 218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
Worship and Sunday School ......... 9:00 a.m.

Motley

Motley Free Methodist
33 Wellwood St. E
Motley 56466................ccoou....... 218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Charles Mallory, Associate Pastor
Sunday Worship........ 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.

facebook live............coorrrvvvveernneen. 9a.m.
WEDNESDAY

Youth Group .....cooevvvvveee 6:00-8:00 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley............... 218-352-6399

Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday School and Bible Class......8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship..........cccovveermrrrvnnee 9:30 a.m.

St. Michael

Ist St. and Birch, Motley............ 218-894-2296
Pastor Fr. Aaron Kuhn

Parochial Vicar, Fr. Gabriel Walz

MASS:
TUESAQY....vvvveeereeeeeeeeeeeeeseeneene 6:30 p.m,
Sunday 10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley.....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
Sunday Worship Service....
Monday AA meeting

....... 9:00 a.m.
...... 8:00 p.m.

Oylen

Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
Sunday School
Sunday Worship

Pillager

First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN

218-746-3775
Sunday Worship..........ccooeervveeenen 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School .........cooeeerrrrrrr 8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God

Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104.

Phone....... 218-746-3839
Sunday S 9:30 a.m
Worship.......... 10:30 a.m
Sunday Worship.. 7:00 p.m

L2011 ).\ R —— 7:00 p.m

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson
218-746-3768
crious@fhepillager.com
Worship Gathering ..
Connection Point.

10:00 a.m.
:30 a.m.
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Hewitt

Church of the Nazarene

114 Front Street, P.0. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028

Pastor Wayne Hoffert
Sunday SchoOl ......ooverve 9:30 a.m
Sunday Worship.. ...10:45 a.m./6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ...................... 7:00 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church

(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship........ccooovvvvvemne 10:30 a.m.

United Methodist Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
Sunday Services
Sunday School

10:30 a.m.

Verndale

Verndale Alliance

109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481

218-445-5619

Senior Pastor Tony Stanley

Heath Belknap, Pastor of Student Ministries
Sunday Worship..........ccoooo.ooeee. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses

11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church

402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568

VerndaleFLC@gmail.com

Pastor Amos Self ..................... 218-371-7189

Childrens’ Pastor Kenneth Kjeldergaard
SUNDAY

Sunday School ..o 8:30 a.m.
Worship Service .. .10:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting 5p.m
WEDNESDAY

Night Life Groups ...................... 6:30-8 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore

Sunday Worship.........cccoovvvveeeeee 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

Family Night........oooovvvevveveeeeeeeeeeeen 5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship.........cccoovvevveeees 9:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study..........coovrrvvreererrrirenne 6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
Sunday Worship........cccooeerrrrrrrneeces 9:00 a.m.

Central United Methodist

5 miles N on Ciy Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)

Pastor Chuck Horsager, 218-639-4225
Sunday Worship
Sunday School

Leaf River Township

The Old Country Church

Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
Info. 218-837-5690

Sunday Service ....v...vveveeeeeeeeerssrrrnnneens 10 a.m.
L g
Always Thankful
Charles Mallory, Associate Pastor, Motley Free Methodist Church
It has already been a week since Thanksgiv- If we’re honest, thankfulness helps cure us
ing and I'm sure that we’re already quite busy of ungratefulness and keeps us from becom-
focusing and preparing for the Christmas sea- ing cynical about everything. That is why giv-
son by now. It is exciting and it is a fun time of ing thanks can bring us encouragement and
the year. strength no matter how crazy the world may
However, can we just pause for now? Stop. become.
Think. Realize. Although Thanksgiving is na- Thanksgiving in the Bible means to respond
tionally recognized just one day a year, we to God’s goodness and grace with gratitude.
know that it is a state of being every single day The word for giving thanks in the Old Testament
of our lives. means to “raise hands to God” in gratitude. In
1 Thessalonians 5:18, “Be thankful in all the New Testament, the word for thanks means
circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who to be “thankful for God’s grace.” No wonder we
belong to Christ Jesus.” You can give thanks call it “saying grace” when we pray a prayer of
every day and in all things because thanksgiv- thanks before eating our meal.
ing is a response to the goodness and grace Being thankful for everything, every day, is
of God. God’s nature does not change just be- based on God’s goodness towards humanity
cause a particular holiday is over. and involves responding to Him with our whole
When we give thanks, it aligns us with God’s being. When you give thanks, you’re respond-
goodness, opens us up to receive more from ing to God’s goodness and graciousness. We
Him, and frees us from anxiety and worry. It car- can do this every day.
L ries us through any struggle and hardship in life. &
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Mary Lou Hoemberg

Mary Lou Hoemberg,
86, resident of Lakewood
Manor Assisted Living in
Staples, and formerly of
Harmony House in Motley
and rural Staples, died
November 20, 2021 of con-
gestive heart failure.

Mass of Christian Burial
will be celebrated at 11:00
a.m. on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 1 at the Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in Sta-
ples with Father Aaron
Kuhn as celebrant. Family
and friends may call at the
church one hour prior to
Mass.

Interment will be at
Evergreen Hill Cemetery in
Staples.

Mary Lou was born Octo-
ber 30, 1935 to John and
Mary (Freund) Hoemberg.
She completed eighth grade
at the Sacred Heart school in
Staples. She ended her edu-
cation at that time to work
on the family farm and was
a house cleaner for many
families in the Staples area.
She enjoyed cross-stitching,
rug hooking, gardening,
playing cards, Bingo, baking
and socializing while enjoy-
ing her coffee. She was a
member of Sacred Heart

George Page

George James Page, 77,
of Pillager, passed away
November 18, 2021, at Lake-
wood Health System hospi-
tal, Staples.

Funeral services will
be held at 11 a.m. on Satur-
day, Dec. 4 at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in Staples.
Visitation will be held one
hour prior to services at the
church.

Interment will be at
Evergreen Hill Cemetery in
Staples.

George was born May 17,
1944, to George Allyn and
Pauline (Weishalla) Page.
He lived at Krushe Resi-
dential in Pillager for over
20 years. Prior to that he
lived in Fergus Falls, and
he also spent some time in
Brainerd. He will be dearly
missed by all who knew him.

He is survived by one
sister Diane (Walter) Hreno;
two nieces, Debra Hanson
(Jack and Luke) and Patti
Farmakes (David and Kyle);
one nephew, David (Kristin)
Hreno (Carter and Mad-
ison); great-aunt, Mabel

Catholic Church.

Mary Lou is survived
by one brother, Lloyd; one
sister-in-law, Geneva Hoem-
berg and essential caregiver

- niece, Virginia Olson and

many nieces and nephews.

Mary Lou is preceded in
death by her parents; five
brothers, Matt (Pearl), Ber-
nard “Bud”, Edwin (Delona),
Leon and baby brother,
Anthony; four sisters, Jose-
phine Olinger, Frances
(Vernon) Peterson, Rose
King and Delores (Harold)
Hensel.

Arrangements are by
Brenny Family Funeral
Chapel, Staples.

w49c¢ A00006B2021DCO01

Page; several cousins and
special friends Amy Borg-
strom and Wendy Albertson.

George was preceded in
death by his parents.

A special appreciation
to the Krushe staff for the
many years of taking care
of George. Also, a special
thank you to hospital staff
and the clinic for the won-
derful care over the years,
especially his last stay.

Arrangements are with
the Brenny Family Funeral
Chapel, Staples.
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Elnora Dempsey

Elnora Marie (Nelson)
Dempsey, 81, of Verndale
passed away November 9,
2021 at Tri-County Hospital
in Wadena, surrounded by
her family.

A memorial burial ser-
vice will be held at a later
date at the Verndale Green-
lawn Cemetery.

Elnora (Nellie) was born
March 4, 1940 to Frances
and Pauline (Sweet) Nelson.
She was the fifth of 11 chil-
dren.

She married the love of
her life, Donald J. Dempsey
on January 2, 1960 and
they had four wonderful
children. Elnora worked
as a waitress, dietary aid
and was a homemaker. She
loved spending holidays
with family, baking, trav-
eling and going to casinos.
She always had an ear for
listening and a warm heart.

She is survived by four
children, Brian Dempsey
of Verndale, Colleen
Dempsey of New York
Mills, Daniel Dempsey of
Staples and Cheryl (Larry)

Kennedy of Shakopee;
eight grandchildren; five
great-grandchildren; four
sisters, Juanita (Richard)
Alley of Minnetonka, Rose-
mary (Reginald) Petrich
of Staples, Patranel (Gary)
Steinke of Dawson, Dorothy
Hall, Waite Park and one
brother, Charles Nelson of
Ashley, ND.

She was preceded in
death by her parents; hus-
band; three sisters, Ruth
Hanson, Francis Winter,
Pauline Beach and two
brothers, Ronald and Jim
Nelson.

Honorary pallbearers
were all of her grandchil-
dren.
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BIRTHS REPORTED AT LAKEWOOD HEALTH SYSTEM HOSPITAL IN STA-

PLES INCLUDED:

Born to Kandace and Aaron Weise of Brainerd, a baby
girl, Brielle Rae weighing nine pounds, 15 ounces on

November 2, 2021.

Born to Erin and Damon Schwarz of Brainerd, a baby
girl, Elena Trinity weighing eight pounds, 10 ounces on

November 7, 2021.

Born to Brittany and Jake Dezeeuw of Breezy Point, a
baby girl, Miriam Elle weighing eight pounds, 14 ounces on

November 7, 2021.

Born to Kayla and Jerome Meyer of Wadena, a baby girl,
Ainsley Elizabeth weighing seven pounds, 12 ounces on

November 8, 2021.

Born to Shania Hinch and Jeremy Thompson of Pequot
Lakes, a baby girl, Julia Grace weighing five pounds, 15

ounces on November 9, 2021.

Born to Stacy and Ben Underhill of Staples, a baby girl,
Marcella Marie weighing eight pounds, two ounces on

November 10, 2021.
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Winter sports starting

Staples-Motley athletes have started practices for
winter sports. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Frozen? Maybe ...

If you have a young child
or young grandchild, there’s
a good chance you know
about Frozen, the movie,
or its sequel, Frozen II. For
those who don’t, Frozen is
an animated musical adven-
ture fantasy produced by
Walt Disney, inspired by
Hans Christian Andersen’s
fairy tale, The Snow Queen.
It is peopled with charac-
ters like Elsa, Olaf, Anna,
Hans, and Sven, which the
many Minnesotans of Scan-
dinavian heritage can read-
ily identify

- o -

with—in )
name, at Inside the
Outdoors

least. Prin-
one of ryw ’
the main %

cess Elsa
characters,
possesses
magical
powers to [
create and ¥
control ice .
and snow. (5 S¥
Without =

bletl ng i a Mike Rah
plot spoiler,

her most 0=
unusual gift proves to be a
mixed blessing, to say the
least.

Princess Elsa may
have the ability to freeze
things instantaneously, but
Nature’s freeze-up process
is a little more complicated
and drawn-out here in the
northland. That’s where
we find ourselves now, with
freeze-up still a work in
progress. Some will find it
melancholy to say goodbye
toopen water and thefishing,
boating, and hunting oppor-
tunities it provides. On the
other hand, the arrival of
cold temperatures and lake
ice is ushering in a new set
of recreational opportuni-
ties, ice fishing being chief
among them.

| |

Many small sloughs and
marshes, and some smaller
lakes, are already under
a thin but growing cover
of ice, thanks to a recent
lengthy spell of nightly
temperatures below freez-
ing; some nights were in
the teens, and even single
digits above zero. We’re
set up to have several days
in the upper 30’s, and the
possibility of breaking the
40-degree mark for a day or
two. But that won’t have an
appreciable effect in revers-
ing what is now iced-over.

Nighttime temperatures
will routinely drop back
below freezing. The angle
of the sun at the start of
December is too shallow to
deliver solar radiation capa-
ble of producing a melting
effect. And the other con-
dition that can keep water
open even in freezing air
temperatures—wind—can
have no effect when ice pre-
vents it from generating
waves.

Last Saturday, the day
before the finale to the 2021
duck hunting season in the
state’s central zone, I spent
an afternoon driving to sev-
eral river boat access points.
The hope was to find one
that was not iced-in, and
beyond which there might
be enough open water to
attract a few late migrating
ducks; goldeneyes perhaps,
buffleheads, or—desperate
times demanding desperate
measures—mergansers.

The prospects for a hunt
on the next and final day
did not prove promising.
But the excursion provided
a measure of where things
stand, ice-wise, in my neck
of the woods. First stop was
at a minimally-maintained
public access on the Crow
Wing River. There, only the
narrowest tendril of open

water rippled in midstream.
Ice covered it virtually from
bank to bank.

Back on the meandering
county road, and heading
downstream for another
access point, I passed a
broad impoundment. This
“lake” owes its existence to a
dam that backs up the river,
and widens it many times
over. Surprised to see a
pickup in the ditch between
the road and the impound-
ment, I slowed, veered onto
the road shoulder, and
scanned the silvery, mir-
ror-flat surface. There, at
least 150 yards from shore,
was a dark square structure
that could only be a porta-
ble ice fishing shelter.

I instinctively shook
my head at the brazen con-
fidence of an angler to be
out there on this early ice.
Granted, this is an impound-
ment, and is lake-like in
most ways. But beneath that
ice and that angler’s shelter,
water moves downstream to
its destination at the spill-
ways of a dam, and once
beyond it follows a twisting
course to the Mississippi.
Moving water is the enemy
of safe ice, and I couldn’t
suppress a small shiver as
I imagined myself breaking
through in a situation like
this one.

Ice fishing and other
on-the-ice activities are by
and large safe winter pas-
times, and fatalities are the
exception that proves that
rule. On the other hand,
there have only been two
winters since 1976 with-
out one or more ice-related
fatality. There were 10 in the
winters of 1999 and 2003, 12
fatalities in the winter of
1987, 16 in the winters of
1980 and 1981, and 22 fatali-
ties in the winter of 1983.

Almost all of these fatal-

ities involved a vehicle—a
snowmobile, all-terrain
vehicle, car, truck, or SUV—
either breaking through
the ice, or unsuspectingly
traversing an area of open
water. The Minnesota
Department of Natural
Resources advises that it
takes 4 inches of ice to be
safe for foot traffic, 8 inches
for a car, and 12 inches for
a vehicle of pickup truck
weight. Some anglers, eager
to be on the ice for what can
be some of the best fishing
of the season, may cheat
on those guidelines. Some-
times they get away with
it, sometimes not; to their
regret—or the regret of
their next of Kin.

It’s also important to
remember that ice thick-
ness at one spot on a body
of water may differ sig-
nificantly from ice thick-
ness at another. Wind and
waves may keep one part
of a lake open longer than
another, and it takes time
to “catch up” in thickness.
Underwater springs, or a
subtle current on a body of
water through which a river
or stream flows, can also
contribute to uneven ice
formation. Eventually, even
these slower-to-freeze areas
may be totally safe, but not
always. It’s worth noting
that the trend over recent
years has been toward later
freeze-ups and earlier thaws,
and fewer weeks with lakes
covered with ice in winter.

The best advice early in
the ice fishing season is to
travel on foot, wear some
kind of flotation device, and
check ice depth often as
you shuffle out to your spot,
near or far. No fish is worth
being included in the roster
of ice fatalities.
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ToddCCounty Commissioners Mig\utes

MINUTES OF THE
MEETING OF THE
TODD COUNTY BOARD
OF COMMISSIONERS
October 19, 2021

Call to Order

The Todd County Board
of Commissioners met in
the Commaissioner’s Board
Room in the City of Long
Prairie, MN on the 19th day
of October, 2021 at 9:00 a.m.
The meeting was called to
order by Chairperson Beck-
er. The meeting was opened
with the Pledge of Alle-
giance. All Commissioners
were present.

Approval of Agenda

On motion by Erickson
and seconded by Kneisl, the
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To approve the
agenda as presented with
the addition of item 11.2
MOAs for Health Insurance
Change.

Consent Agenda

On motion by Neumann
and seconded by Erickson,
the following motions and
resolution were introduced
and adopted by unanimous
vote:

To approve the Todd
County Board of Commis-
sioner’s Meeting Minutes
for October 5, 2021 as pre-
sented.

To accept Bryan Ander-
son’s resignation, Heavy
Equipment Operator, effec-
tive 10/29/2021.

To approve the resigna-
tion of Vanessa Eisenbraun,
Support Enforcement Aide,
effective 10/29/2021.

GAMBLING PERMIT

- NWTF STRUTTIN’

BLACKBEARDS

WHEREAS, the Todd
County Board of Commis-
sioners are establishing
their approval for a Gam-
bling Permit for the NWTF
Struttin’ Blackbeards
through this resolution;

NOW, THEREFORE BE
IT RESOLVED, that the
Todd County Board of Com-
missioners approve a Gam-
bling Permit for the NWTF
Struttin’ Blackbeards to
hold a raffle event at the Cla-
rissa Ballroom in Eagle Val-
ley Township at the address
19281 Kotter Road, Clarissa,
MN on February 5, 2022.

Auditor-Treasurer

On motion by Kneisl
and seconded by Kircher,
the following motion was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous Roll Call vote:
To approve the Commis-
sioner Warrants number
(ACH) 401522 through 401561
in the amount of $34,686.51
and (Regular) 55270 through
55317 in the amount of
$84,041.96 for a total of
$118,728.47.

On motion by Kircher
and seconded by Neumann,
the following motion was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous Roll Call vote:
To approve the Health & Hu-
man Services Commission-
er Warrants number (ACH)
802056 through 802128 and
(Regular) 708255 through
708321 for a total amount of
$77,478.95.

On motion by Erickson
and seconded by Kneisl,
the following motion was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous Roll Call vote:
To approve the Health
& Human Services SSIS
Warrants number (ACH)
600478 through 600490 and
(Regular) 516566 through
516592 for a total amount of
$63,221.79.

On motion by Kneisl and
seconded by Neumann, the
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To adopt the
2022 County Fee Schedule to
be effective January 1, 2022
per the attached document.

On motion by Neumann
and seconded by Erickson,
the following resolution was
introduced and adopted by
majority Roll Call vote with
Kircher against:

Resolution for
Classification of
Tax-Forfeited Property
and Requesting Approv-
al from the Minnesota
Department of Natural
Resources for the Sale
of Tax Forfeited Lands

WHEREAS, the County
Board of Commissioners of
the County of Todd, State of
Minnesota, desires to offer
for sale certain parcels of
land that have forfeited to
the State of Minnesota for
nonpayment of taxes, and

WHEREAS, said parcels
of land have been viewed by

the County Board of Com-
missioners and have been
classified as non-conserva-
tion lands as provided for in
Minnesota Statutes 282.01.

NOW, THEREFORE
BE IT RESOLVED, that
the Todd County Board of
Commissioners hereby
certifies that all parcels of
land on the attached list
have been viewed and com-
ply with the provisions of
Minnesota Statutes 85.012,
92.461, 282.01, Subd. 8, and
282.018, and other statues
that require the withhold-
ing of tax-forfeited lands
from sale. The Todd Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners
hereby certifies that the
Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Board (of the district
in which the land is located)
has reviewed the attached
land sale list and identified
any and all non-forested
marginal land and wetland.

BE IT FURTHER RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd
County Board of Commis-
sioners hereby request ap-
proval from the Minnesota
Department of Natural Re-
sources for the Sale of one
tax forfeited parcel high-
lighted on the attached list.

Public Works

On motion by Kneisl and
seconded by Kircher, the
following resolution was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

A RESOLUTION OF
SUPPORT REGARDING
THE CITY OF STAPLES
LETTER OF INTENT TO

APPLY FOR FUNDING
THROUGH THE

MINNESOTA SAFE

ROUTES TO SCHOOL

PROGRAM

WHEREAS, $8 million
in Safe Routes to School
Funding is available state-
wide in Minnesota, with a
minimum of $50,000 and cap
of $500,000 for each project,
and;

WHEREAS, City of Sta-
ples is interested in apply-
ing for Safe Routes to School
Funding for a project that
provides trail and sidewalk
connections to both the Sta-
ples-Motley High School/
Middle School and the Sta-
ples-Motley Elementary
School, and;

WHEREAS, City of
Staples is required to have
Todd County act as a state
aid sponsor in order to ap-
ply for funding, and;

WHEREAS, the City of
Staples and Staples-Mot-
ley Schools are requesting
sponsorship for this project,
and;

WHEREAS, The City of
Staples understands that it
will be responsible for all
costs not covered by Safe
Routes to School including
but not limited to consultant
engineering, right-of-way
acquisition, construction
administration and inspec-
tion, utility construction, as
well as construction costs
above the SRTS award, and;

WHEREAS, The City of
Staples and Staples-Motley
School has agreed to main-
tain such improvements for
the lifetime of the improve-
ments.

NOW, THEREFORE
BE IT RESOLVED, Todd
County agrees to act as proj-
ect sponsor for the project
should the City of Staples
be awarded Safe Routes to
School Funds, and that such
sponsorship may include
the following responsibili-
ties:

*Act as the fiscal agent on
behalf of the City of Staples

*Request State Aid Proj-
ect number for the project

«Ensure the project meets
milestones and dates

«Assist the City of Sta-
ples in execution of a state
bond grant agreement

«Assist the City of Sta-
ples’ engineer in the devel-
op, review and approval of
the construction plans

«Submit the construction
plans, engineers estimate,
and proposal to the MnDOT
District State Aid Engineer

«Publicly advertise, let,
and award the construction
project

-Submit State Aid Pay-
ment requests to the MnD-
OT State Aid Office

-Communicate progress
and updates with MnDOT
District State Aid Engineer
and State Aid Programs En-
gineer

Ensure that the project
is being supervised and in-
spected by the City of Sta-
ples’ Engineer

«Assist with project close

out

BE IT FURTHER RE-
SOLVED, the County will
require that the City of
Staples enter into a Cooper-
ative Construction Agree-
ment with Todd County
for the development of this
project if said project is se-
lected to receive Safe Routes
to School Funds.

County Ditch/Ag
Inspector

On motion by Kircher
and seconded by Erickson,
the following motion was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: Acting as
Ditch Authority, Rescind
Resolution Board Action
Tracking Number 20210921-
14 - Hold Harmless Agree-
ment petition from Prairie
Lakes Farm LLC/Amthor
Cattle on parcel 26-0022100,
Ward Twp. Section 24 that
was approved at the Septem-
ber 21, 2021 Board Meeting.
The HHA application will
be re-submitted with addi-
tional ditch line added on
neighboring parcels.

On motion by Kircher
and seconded by Kneisl, the
following resolution was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

Hold Harmless
Agreement - Ditch
Maintenance -
County Ditch 19

WHEREAS, Prairie
Lakes Farm LLC/Amthor
Cattle is requesting to main-
tain approximately 1,700
feet of CD19 that is located
on their parcel 26-0022100
and approximately 1,800
feet of CD19 that is located
on parcels 26-0021802 and
26-0012000 owned by Mark
Parteka. A Hold Harmless
Agreement has been signed
and submitted to the Ditch
Authority, and;

WHEREAS, an onsite in-
spection has been done, and;

WHEREAS, applicant
is allowed to maintain the
drainage ditch to the origi-
nal width, depth and grade.
An improvement by lower-
ing or widening the ditch
bottom is not allowed. Sed-
iment and vegetation can
only be removed to the ex-
tent of the original ditch
bottom elevation. Spoil
must be side cast and lev-
eled, staying within 16.5 feet
of the ditch, or moved to an
approved upland site.

NOW, THEREFORE BE
IT RESOLVED, the Todd
County Ditch Authority
gives permission to Prairie
Lakes Farm LLC/Amthor
Cattle to maintain approx-
imately 1,700 feet of CD19
that is located on their par-
cel 26-0022100 and approxi-
mately 1,800 feet of CD19
on parcels 26-0021802 and
26-0012000 owned by Mark
Parteka, Ward Twp. Section
24. Prairie Lakes LLC will
do this project at their own
expense.

On motion by Kneisl and
seconded by Kircher, the
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To acknowledge
receipt of a Hold Harm-
less Agreement petition
from Dave Harren, to clean
part of County Ditch 27 on
parcels 28-0015201 and 28-
0015001 and to install a pri-
vate crossing on parcel 28-
0015201 in Wykeham Twp.
Section 24.

On motion by Neumann
and seconded by Erickson,
the following motion was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

HOLD HARMLESS
AGREEMENT - DITCH
MAINTENANCE/
REPLACE PRIVATE
CROSSING -
COUNTY DITCH 34

WHEREAS, Aaron Eko-
la is requesting to maintain
approximately 1,360 feet of
ditch and replace a private
crossing on CD34 that is
located on his property. A
Hold Harmless Agreement
has been signed and submit-
ted to the Ditch Authority,
and;

WHEREAS, an onsite in-
spection has been done, and;

WHEREAS, applicant
is allowed to maintain the
drainage ditch to the origi-
nal width, depth and grade.
An improvement by lower-
ing or widening the ditch
bottom is not allowed. Sed-
iment and vegetation can
only be removed to the ex-
tent of the original ditch
bottom elevation. Spoil
must be side cast and lev-
eled, staying within 16.5 feet
of the ditch. The existing,
failing culvert crossing will

be replaced with culverts
that match the hydraulic ca-
pacity of a 48” culvert. The
culvert(s) will be placed at
original ditch bottom eleva-
tion.

NOW, THEREFORE BE
IT RESOLVED, the Todd
County Ditch Authority
gives permission to Aaron
Ekola to maintain approx-
imately 1,360 feet of ditch,
and to replace a private
crossing on CD34 that is lo-
cated on parcel 19-0030000,
Moran Twp. Section 29. This
maintenance will be done
on his own property and at
his own expense.

County Sheriff

On motion by Kircher
and seconded by Kneisl, the
following resolution was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

RESOLUTION
APPROVING STATE OF
MINNESOTA JOINT
POWERS AGREEMENT
WITH THE COUNTY OF
TODD ON BEHALF OF
ITS SHERIFF’S OFFICE

WHEREAS, the Coun-
ty of Todd on behalf of its
Sheriff’s Office desires to
enter into a Joint Powers
Agreement with the State
of Minnesota, Department
of Public Safety, Bureau
of Criminal Apprehension
to participate in the Min-
nesota Financial Crimes
Task Force (MNFCTF) es-
tablished to investigate and
prosecute identity theft and
related financial crimes.

NOW, THEREFORE
BE IT RESOLVED, by the
County Board of Todd, Min-
nesota as follows:

1. That the State of Min-
nesota Joint Powers Agree-
ment by and between the
State of Minnesota acting
through its Department of
Public Safety, Bureau of
Criminal Apprehension and
the County of Todd on be-
half of its Sheriff’s Office is
hereby approved.

2. That the Sheriff, Steve
Och, or his or her succes-
sor, is designated the Au-
thorized Representative
for the Sheriff’s Office. The
Authorized Representative
is also authorized to sign
any subsequent amendment
or agreement that may be
required by the State of
Minnesota to maintain the
County’s participation in
the MNFCTE.

3. That Barbara Becker,
the County Board Chair of
the County of Todd, and
Denise Gaida, the County
Board Clerk are authorized
to sign the State of Minneso-
ta Joint Powers Agreement.

Planning & Zoning

On motion by Neumann
and seconded by Erickson,
the following resolution was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:
RESOLUTION TO ADOPT

AND IMPLEMENT THE
SAUK RIVER
COMPREHENSIVE WA-
TERSHED
MANAGEMENT PLAN

WHEREAS, Todd Coun-
ty has been notified by the
Minnesota Board of Water
and Soil Resources that the
Sauk River Comprehensive
Watershed Management
Plan (Plan) has been ap-
proved according to Minne-
sota Statutes §103B.801 and
Board Resolution #16-17

WHEREAS, Minnesota
Statutes §103B.101, subd. 14
allows a local water man-
agement plan developed or
amended, approved and ad-
opted, according to chapter
103B to be replaced with a
comprehensive watershed
management plan but only
to the geographic area of
the Plan and consistent
with the One Watershed,
One Plan suggested bound-
ary map.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE
IT RESOLVED, the coun-
ty hereby adopts and will
begin implementation of
the approved Plan for the
area of the county identi-
fied within the Plan and
the Plan replaces the local
water management Plan
for that geographic area of
the county within the WA-
TERSHED PLAN NAME for
the duration of the state ap-
proved Plan.

BE IT FURTHER RE-
SOLVED after the adoption
of the Plan, the county shall
amend existing water and
related land resources plans
and official controls as nec-
essary to conform them to
Plan.

BE IT FURTHER RE-
SOLVED after the adoption

of the Plan or amendments
to the plan, Todd Coun-
ty shall notify local units
of government within the
Sauk River Watershed. The
local units of government
are required to submit exist-
ing water and related land
resources plans and official
controls within 90 days to
the county for review as per
Minnesota Statutes, Section
103B.321.

BE IT FURTHER RE-
SOLVED that within 180
days, the county shall re-
view the submitted plans
and official controls and
identify any inconsisten-
cies between the local plans
and official controls and the
Plan. The Todd County shall
specify applicable and nec-
essary measures to bring
the local plans and official
controls into conformance
with the Plan.

BE IT FURTHER RE-
SOLVED if a local unit of
government disagrees with
any changes to its Plan, the
local unit has 60 days after
receiving the county’s rec-
ommendations to appeal
the recommendations to the
Board of Water and Soil Re-
sources.

BE IT FURTHER RE-
SOLVED after receiving
the recommendations of
the county, or a resolution
of an appeal, a local unit of
government has 180 days to
initiate revisions to its Plan
or official controls. The new
or revised plans and official
controls must be submitted
to the county for review and
recommendations.

On motion by Neumann
and seconded by Erickson,
the following motion was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To approve
to enter into the attached
Sauk River Watershed Col-
laborative Agreement.

On motion by Neumann
and seconded by Kneisl, the
following resolution was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

Final Plat Approval —

“Sunrise Estates”

WHEREAS, Applicant
and property owner Matt
Winters of BMW Properties,
LLC of applied to subdivide
three contiguous properties
that are described as Part of
Government Lot 2 of Section
22, and part of Government
Lot 1 and part of the North-
east quarter of Section 27 in
Kandota Township with the
plat to be known as ‘Sunrise
Estates’,

WHEREAS, Sunrise Es-
tates consists of five build-
able riparian lots and 1
non-buildable, non-riparian
outlot; Block 1, Lot 1, 3.79+
Acres; Block 1, Lot 2, 1.80+
Acres; Block 1, Lot 3, 1.43+
Acres; Block 1, Lot 4, 1.37+
Acres; Block 1, Lot 5, 1.57+
Acres; and Outlot A, 0.65+
Acres; all of which are lo-
cated in the Recreational
Development Shoreland
zoning of Sauk Lake in Kan-
dota Township,

WHEREAS, On May
6, 2021, the Todd County
Planning Commission rec-
ommended the following
properties be considered
for Subdivision pursuant to
Todd County Subdivision
Regulation and Ordinance:

PID 14-0026000

SECT-27 TWP-127 RANG-
34. PARTS OF NW4 NE4, N2
SW4 NE4 & GOVT LOT 1
DESC AS: COMM AT N QTR
COR OF SEC 27, S 200.09 FT
TO S LINE OF N 200 FT AS
PT OF BEG; THENCE S
1729.79 FT, E 556.52 FT, SE
584 FT, NE 361 FT, NE 272 FT,
NE 162 FT TO WATERLINE
OF SAUK LAKE, N-RLY
ALONG WATER LINE TO S
LINE OF THE N 200 FT OF
GOV'T LOT 1, NW 1572 FT
TO BEG

67.74 ACRES

PID 14-0026100

SECT-27 TWP-127 RANG-
34. N 200 FT OF NW4 NE4 &
N 200 FT OF GOV’'TLOT 1

7.16 ACRES

PID 14-0025801

SECT-22 TWP-127 RANG-
34 S 200 FT OF S2 OF GOV'T
LOT2 & EXHWY 71

6.98 ACRES

WHEREAS, On May
18, 2021, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners
considered the Preliminary
Plat for the above described
property and approved the
Sunrise Estates prelimi-
nary plat with 11 conditions
as follows:

1. Disconnection of the
access to 10998 US 71 (at US
71 and 110th St) upon con-

See TCC on page 9a
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Public Notices

OO

NOTICE
CITY OF STAPLES
ORDINANCE NO. 532
REGARDING THE SALE
OF PROPERTY

THE CITY OF STAPLES
DOES ORDAIN AS FOL-
LOWS:

Sec. 1 The City of Staples
is hereby empowered to sell
the following real estate lo-
cated in the City of Staples,
County of Todd, State of
Minnesota in accordance
with the sale price previ-
ously authorized by the City
Council:

Tract F Legal Descrip-
tion:

That part of the North-
east Quarter of the North-
east Quarter of Section
12, Township 133 North,
Range 33 West, and that
part of Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,
and 7 of the Carpenter’s
Addition to Staples, all in
Todd County, Minnesota,
described as follows:

Commencing at the
Northeast corner of said
Section 12; thence North
88 degrees 16 minutes
42 seconds West along
the north line of said
Section 12, bearings are
based on the North Amer-
ican Datum of 1983, 1996
adjustment, a distance
of 1319.84 feet to the
Northwest corner of said
Northeast Quarter of
the Northeast Quarter;
thence South 0 degrees 00
minutes 41 seconds East
along the west line of
said Northeast Quarter of
the Northeast Quarter, a
distance of 87.48 feet to
the point referred to as
B3205 on the Minnesota
Department of Transpor-
tation Right-of-Way Plat
No. 77-32 as on file in the
Office of the Recorder,
Todd County, Minnesota;
thence continuing South
0 degrees 00 minutes 41
seconds East along said
west line and also along
the Right-of-Way for US
TH No. 10, a distance of
10.00 feet; thence easterly
33.00 along said Right-of-
Way, along a non-tangen-
tial curve concave to the
north, having a radius of
7,685.44 feet and a cen-
tral angle of 0 degrees 14
minutes 46 seconds, and
a chord that bears South
88 degrees 59 minutes 32
seconds East with a chord
length of 33.00 feet, to
the point of beginning;
thence continuing along
said Right-of-Way line,
294.76 feet along a tan-
gential curve concave to
the north, having a radi-
us of 7,685.44 feet and a
central angle of 2 degrees
11 minutes 51 seconds;
thence North 88 degrees
41 minutes 01 seconds
East, tangent to last de-
scribed curve, a distance
of 20.68 feet; thence South
0 degrees 49 minutes 11
seconds West, a distance
of 332.78 feet; thence
North 79 degrees 10 min-
utes 21 seconds West, a
distance of 316.23 feet;
thence North 0 degrees 00
minutes 41 seconds West
parallel to the west line
of said Northeast Quarter
of the Northeast Quarter,
a distance of 271.75 feet
to the point of beginning.
Except the East 50.00 feet
thereof.

SUBJECT TO:

An easement for utili-
ty purposes to the City of
Staples over, under, and
across the north 50.00
feet of the west 50.00 feet
thereof.

AND ALSO SUBJECT
TO:

An easement for utili-
ty purposes to the City of
Staples over, under, and
across, the north 30.00
feet thereof.

Sec. 2 The net proceeds
from the sale shall be used
pursuant to Section 11.05 of
the Staples City Charter.

Sec. 3 This ordinance
shall take effect from and af-
ter its passage and publica-
tion in accordance with law.

APPROVED:
Chris Etzler, Mayor

Attest:
Tara Greer, City Clerk

First Reading:

October 12, 2021

Second Reading:

November 23, 2021

Adoption:

November 23, 2021

Published: December 1, 2021
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TCC continued from page 8a
nection of the development
to Akley Trail.

2. Complete approval
from the County of the sub-
mitted wetland delineation
report.

3. Identification of two
sewerable sites per pro-
posed lot and completion
of a septic compliance
inspection for existing sys-
tems. Sewerable sites must
be approved by the County
prior to final platting.

4. Proposed road must be
tarred within the next two
construction seasons (2022
and 2023).

5. Engineered storm
water management pond
must be completed prior to
final platting.

6. Creation of one or
more outlots to encompass
the engineered stormwater
management system.

7. Obtain the appropriate
construction storm water
permits as required by the
Minnesota Pollution Con-
trol Agency.

8. Developer and future
property owners must
obtain appropriate per-
mitting when necessary
from other governmental
agencies including but not
limited to the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency
and Sauk River Watershed
District.

9. Creation of covenants
addressing who is respon-
sible for maintenance of
storm water management
practices.

10. Creation of cove-
nants addressing who shall
be responsible for mainte-
nance of the roadway until
the time Kandota Township
takes ownership.

11. Creation of an agree-
ment with Kandota Town-
ship of who will take
ownership of the roadway
once the road is built.

WHEREAS, the Plan-
ning & Zoning Department
has completed the neces-
sary final plat review and
find that all items required
for final plat approval have
been completed.

NOW, THEREFORE BE
IT RESOLVED, the final
plat of “Sunrise Estates” be
approved as presented.

On motion by Kneisl
and seconded by Erickson,
the following motion was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To grant
the Conditional Use Permit
for parcel 18-0034700 sub-
mitted by Jason Ehnes for
operation of a 10 semi-truck
commercial transportation
business with two condi-
tions.

On motion by Kneisl and
seconded by Erickson, the
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To grant the
conditional use permit for
parcel 18-0034700 submitted
by Jason Ehnes for estab-
lishment of a bulk storage
fuel tank with one proposed
condition.

On motion by Kircher
and seconded by Kneisl, the
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To grant the
conditional use permit for
parcel 18-0034700 submitted
by Lakes Gas Company for
establishment of an 18,000
gallon bulk storage tank
with three proposed condi-
tions.

On motion by Neumann
and seconded by Kneisl, the
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To grant the
Conditional Use Permit for
parcel 15-0089800 submitted
by David Bryant to estab-
lish a home-based business
for online sales of firearms
with one proposed condi-
tion.

On motion by Neumann
and seconded by Kneisl,
the following motion was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To grant
the Conditional Use Permit
for parcel 14-0026700 sub-
mitted by Michael Froseth
to establish a Community
Solar Energy System with
two proposed conditions.

On motion by Neumann
and seconded by Erickson,
the following motion was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To grant
the Conditional Use Permit
for parcel 14-0024800 sub-
mitted by Michael Froseth
to establish a Community
Solar Energy System with

two proposed conditions.

On motion by Neumann
and seconded by Kneisl, the
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To grant the
request for rezone of par-
cels 21-0001200, 21-0001900
and 21-0001201 submitted by
Cary and Christine Klein-
schmidt from AF1 to AF2
with no conditions.

On motion by Erickson
and seconded by Kneisl,
the following motion was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To adopt
the changes to Section 9.04B
to read “Semi-trailers, rail-
road cars, and cargo con-
tainers may be used for
storage structures in AF-1,
AF-2 and Commerical Zones
but shall be limited to two
per parcel and shall require
aland use permit.”

Health & Human
Services

On motion by Kircher
and seconded by Erickson,
the following motion was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To approve
the 2022-2023 MFIP Bien-
nial Service Agreement for
program administration by
Todd County.

Administration

On motion by Kneisl and
seconded by Kircher, the
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To approve the
Region V lease agreement
effective from January 1,
2022 through December 31,
2026.

On motion by Erickson
and seconded by Neumann,
the following motion was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To change
Health Insurance Plan 2
to Smart Plan 1 and Plan 3
to Smart Plan 2 options by
signing the MOAs, pend-
ing all unions agree to the
change.

Closed Session

Chair Becker closed the
session at 10:03 a.m. pursu-
ant to MN Statute §13D.03 to
consider strategies for labor
negotiations.

Chair Becker reopened
the session at 10:31 a.m.

County Auditor-

Treasurer’s Report

The County Audi-
tor-Treasurer reported
that there are four upcom-
ing elections on November
2, 2021 that affect portions
of Todd County voters
which include Upsala,
Sauk Centre, Osakis and
Long Prairie/Grey Eagle
School Districts with absen-
tee voting currently avail-
able via the school district
offices.

County Coordinator’s
Report

The County Coordinator
reported that there is a spe-
cial Todd County Develop-
ment Corporation meeting
planned for November 1,
2021 to discuss broadband
with area Legislators and
Commissioners.

County
Commissioner’s
Report

The Commissioners have
nothing to report at this
time.

Adjourn

On motion by Erickson
and seconded by Neumann,
the meeting was adjourned
for the month of October,
2021.

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS

Vendor Name Amount
BOSL/GREG.........ccueueunee. $13,749.52
BROWERVILLE TRUCK

WASH/BIG BOYZ................. 4,133.40
CENTRAL

APPLICATORSINC........... 22,112.71
ENTERPRISE UAS, LLC........ 7,273.99
HERDERING INC.................. 13,006.65
LONG PRAIRIE OIL CO......... 4,408.66
RTVISION INC.......ccovvrrerenee. 2,482.51
WIDSETH SMITH

NOLTINGINC.................... 26,576.56
Total.....ccceerreveeeeeeennnns $118,728.47

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
WARRANTS
Vendor Name
#16734-COST EFF
HEALTHINS.......
HANDI-XPRESS L
RURAL MN CEP INC ...
137 PAYMENTS LESS
THAN $2,000...

Amount

.2,653.26
.2,743.00
...16,369.13

- $77,478.95

16413 ... $2,277.60
#16713 2,077.20
H16831 ... $3,000.00
HOLISTIC FAMILY

ED.SRVS.....rreicrcnns 5,673.87
#16814 2,226.00
NORTH HOMES CHILD.

& FAMILY SRVS ................... 9,799.41
#16668 3,954.60
STEP. 5,193.45

VILLAGE RANCH INC........... 7,590.90
PAYMENTS LESS

Staples World 9 a

On a motion by Kircher
and seconded by Kneisl, the
preceding minutes of the
County Board meeting held
October 19, 2021 were duly
approved by unanimous
vote at the Todd County
Board of Commissioners at
the Regular Board Meeting
held on November 2, 2021.

Witness my hand and seal:

Barbara Becker,
Todd County Board
Chairperson

Denise Gaida, Todd County
Auditor-Treasurer
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TODD COUNTY
BOARD OF
ADJUSTMENT
215 1st Ave. South,
Long Prairie, MN 56347
320-732-4420

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given
that on Thursday, Decem-
ber 16, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.
the Todd County Board of
Adjustment will hold a
public hearing in the Com-
missioner’s board room, 215
1st Ave. South, Suite 301,
Long Prairie, Minnesota.
NOTE: This meeting is
again being held in-person
and the public is encour-
aged to attend, but Zoom
and phone options are still
available for those who are
unable to attend in person.
If you wish tojoin via Zoom,
please contact our office for
the call-in information.
Questions? Call or email
320-732-4420 or toddplan.
zone@co.todd.mn.us
AGENDA
«Call to Order
«Approval of November
18, 2021 Minutes
*Board introduction and
process review
o The applicant is intro-
duced
o Staff Report
o Applicant request if
staff report accurately rep-
resents the request
o Public Comment
o Board review with
applicant, staff, and public
1. Steven and Lisa Mix:
Lake Osakis, Leslie Town-
ship
Site Address: 21709
Finch Road, Osakis. PID:
15-0043900
1. Request to reduce
OHWL setback in Shoreland
GD Zoning (Lake Osakis)
from 75 feet to 74 feet for a
new dwelling.

2. George Youngvorst:
Sauk Lake, Enblom’s Resort
Lots 1 & 2 Block 1, Section
22, Kandota Township

Site Address: 20556 Ala-
bama Drive, Sauk Centre.
PID: 14-0033900

1. Request to reduce the
OHWL setback in Shoreland
RD Zoning (Sauk Lake) from
100 feet to 49 feet for a 13’ 10”
x 11’ 5” dwelling addition.

All persons interested
are invited to attend said
hearing or submit a letter to
be heard on these matters.
All correspondence must
include name, mailing
address and be received
48 hours before the date
and time of the hearing.

Richard Johnson, Chair
Todd County
Board of Adjustment
49pnc
CITY OF STAPLES,
MINNESOTA
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
CONSIDER REZONING
OF PROPERTY

NOTICE is hereby given
that the City of Staples
Planning and Zoning Com-
mission will hold a public
hearing on December 21,
2021 at 5:00 p.m. at City Hall,
122 6th St NE to receive
public input regarding pro-
posed zoning amendment
request by Giza Properties
Inc. to rezone parcel #20-036-
4025 from R-4 Residential to
R-3 Residential.

All interested parties are
encouraged to attend the
public hearing and provide
comments. If you are unable
to attend, provide comments
to tgreer@ci.staples.mn.us.

Tara Greer, City Clerk
November 24, 2021
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*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

l-‘lrewood

By the bundle

or by the truckload.
8 foot lengths
or processed

Enberg
Logging

218-352-6175

SEIRYICIE DM@T@L&Y

Small Engine Repair

Authorized
Stihl, MTD, Murray, Scag,

Electrlcal Services for
«Residential
«Commercial

GIZA

TREE SERVICE

Briggs & Stratton, Poulan ;(tienersl eLot (i:lfarmg > aw; «Industrial EST 1934
R R . &, \.
Sales-Service-Repair «Stump Grinding *Brushing > 218-296-2461 PLUMBING & HEATING
Staples Ace Hardware Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 - Mike Rollins 218-296-2461 « PLUMBING
218-894-1080 hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com e HEATING

Licensed, Bonded & Insured - Over 30 years experience

LPS.

Long Pralrie Sanitation
Long Prairie, MN

218-631-3101 888-878-5578

« AIR CONDITIONING
« GEOTHERMAL
« NEW CONSTRUCTION
 REMODEL
» SERVICE
MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284
WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

SIPDOrtsSinnans
Plumbing-Heating-A/C. LLC
Clayton Hageman

218-831-8720

24 Hour Emergency Service

Excavation & Septic Service
218-919-2222

*Septic System Installation
«Camera Inspection, Tank
Pumping and Cleaning

SERVICING ALL BRANDS
Sharpen Mower Blades
Sharpen Saw Chains,
Small Engine Repair + more

SERVICE HOURS [ims

Mon - Fri, m‘vmx

8am to 4pm
205 Warner Rd * 218.894.3263

u T ——

CELL 218-838-0581
RESIDENTIAL AND
LIGHT COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

MN State Certified

6685 330th St.,
Cushing_;, MN. 56443

Sellnow

Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow

sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 - 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie
320-732-1919 - Toll free: 877-297-1125

*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

« Probate and Trusts
« Estate Planning « Family Law
- Real Estate + Business Law
« Title Insurance « Elder Law
« Personal Injury + Auto Accidents

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

PROEBSSIONAL

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

+FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
«COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

Site Prep » Basements e Waterlines ¢ Driveways ¢ Landscaping ¢ Black | =

Dirt e Gravel  Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits e Fill Dirt

Clearing & Grading * Ditch Cleaning ¢ Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

Andy Statema ©320-594-2912 ¢ 320-594-6347

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE
— ey
UCENSED z

= CONSTRUCTION

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU!

/ 4 SZ 1 ' — &
PHB ROMPT SERVCE [ -).', T "-_ Staples MN 56479

Excavatin Phil Bjerga
9 @80 CONSTRUCTION Lc 218-894-3105 S“‘é’

218-639-5007
Asphalt Paving « Seal Coating « Excavating « Driveways

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Septics * Waterlines ¢ Trenching ¢ Basements ¢ Retaining Walls

Roads « Parking Lots e Site Prep « Gravel « Rock « Black Dirt

Fill « Peat « Ponds « Demolition « Hauling « Landscaping

Landscaping & Site Preparation * Backhoe & Skid Loader Work
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming ¢ Custom Pressure Washing
Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. ®* Snow Plowing & Removal

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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Place your Classified Ad

for only :$985/wk.
Your ad will appear Wednesday in the
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and online at www.starﬂesworld.com

Mailing address for checks:

NOTICES
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Card of Thanks

The Family of Delbert
Hansen would like to sin-
cerely thank everyone who
so lovingly cared for Del-
bert; Scott Braith, Dr. Al-
brecht, all the caregivers in
Memory Care, Julie Stern
of Iten Funeral Home, Fa-
ther Gabriel Walz, Mike
Blessing, the funeral com-
mittee at Sacred Heart. God

107
Notices

St. Jude’s Novena:
May the most Sacred Heart
of Jesus be adored, glori-
fied, loved and preserved
throughout the world now
and forever. Sacred Heart of
Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude,
worker of miracles, pray
for us. St. Jude, help of the
hopeless, pray for us. Say
this prayer nine times a day
for nine days. On the eighth
day your prayer will be an-
swered. Publication must

Wednesday, December 1, 2021

e
VIS4

|

DSCOVERS |‘!- J
NIVUS

Staples World
P.O. Box 100

Staples, MN 56479

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

Deadline: Friday at Noon

1 (Classified Ad Order Form

OR

mum.

Name Phone
Address
City State Zip
(lassification #

Cost of Ad

First 15 words for one week
Add for number of words over 15

First 15 words for three weeks
Add for number of words over 15
Add $5 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED

indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized
Add $10 for Blind Box
TOTAL enclosed

“(ard of Thanks’ and ‘In Memoriam’ are 20¢ per word with no mini-

Number of words

TOTAL enclosed

Please checkyour ad the first day.
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors brought

to our attention after the second publication.
We are not responsible for errors due to
illegible copy or missing punctuation.

$9.85
X25¢=

$25.00
X25¢=

X20¢=

Your ad will be printed as you write it.
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Use additional paper
if necessary.
Thankyou for your order!

Please mail completed form and check payment to:
Staples World BoxlOO Staples MN 56479

kamikoto /ppz

Japanese Honshu @43 44 Steel

Together for just

Exclusive Offer For Readers

» Kanpeki Japanese steel knife set
* The 1000/3000 Toishi whetstone

$255 with free shipping.

Only available at
buykamikoto.com/minn

meAn

\| Minnesota Classified Advertising Network =5

Bless you all.

be promised. Thank You.
Sacred Heart and St. Jude.

Bonita Hansen

Todd and Melody Hansen GJG 49p
Melanie and Alex
Altrichter and family SERVICES &
Mark and Wendy Hansen
dtamiy  EEMPLOYMENT

Sue and Wayne Storry
and family

Jackie and Chris Goff
and family

49p

205
Help Wanted

HELP WANTED:
Staples-Motley School District
is taking applications for
Bus Route Drivers and sub drivers.
Clean driving record is required.
Contact 218-894-5400 x 3020 for more information.
EOE

cl48-49¢

NOW HIRING: Multi-
ple positions available.
Good pay. Stop in for an ap-
plication or send resume” to
Bjerga Feeds, PO Box 286,
Motley, MN 56466. 49tfc

Looking for a
good deal?

WADENA COUNTY
T EMPLOYMENT QPPORTUNITY

Highway Administrative
UL, Technician

POSITION SUMMARY: The Highway Administrative Technician is
responsible for performing a variety of accounting, payroll, bookkeeping,
office support, and customer service procedures to maintain accurate
records, ledgers, accounts, databases, and related technical support.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: High School degree or equivalent
and two years of college/vocational education in accounting, business,
office administration, or related field; and two years relevant experience;
or equivalent combination of education and experience.

SCHEDULE: Monday through Friday - 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

SALARY: 2021 Wage Range: $16.20 to $22.07 per hour

(starting wage dependent on qualifications).

BENEFITS: Health, vision, dental, disability, and life insurances,
PERA retirement with employer contribution match, generous paid
vacation and sick leave.

HOW TO APPLY:
An online application and job description are available at:
www.co.wadena.mn.us,
the Human Resources office in the Wadena County Courthouse,
415 Jefferson Street S, Wadena, MN 56482.
Posting will close on Dec. 3, 2021.
WapeEna County is aN EouaL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.

J61-8¥10

Full-time Employment
Todd-Wadena Community Corrections

Todd-Wadena Community Corrections seeks one full-time Office and
Administrative Specialist for our Todd and Wadena Offices. Travel be-
tween both counties will be required. Current work load assignment con-
sists of, but is not limited to, the following: providing word processing, data
entry and retrieval, receptionist services, maintaining information tracking
systems, and utilizing technology to fulfill assigned tasks. Successful appli-
cant must be highly organized and efficient and demonstrate strong written
and verbal communication skills.

Minimum qualifications include a high school diploma, plus skills in
the following areas: data entry, database management, business English,
customer service, word processing, and typing/keyboard. Preferred quali-
fications include an associate degree or vocational/technical diploma in rel-
evant field, experience entering data into information tracking systems and
experience working in a correctional setting. Must have valid MN driver’s
license and auto insurance, and reliable transportation. Must pass agency
background check requirements prior to employment. Convictions, contin-
uances or stays for crimes other than minor traffic offenses may disqualify
the applicant from being hired.

Salary range: $17.73-$23.50 per hour.

Contact Kathy Langer, Director, at 320-732-6165,
kathy.langer@co.todd.mn.us for an application packet and/or to
request a reasonable accommodation. Veteran’s preference applies.
Submit cover letter, resumé and completed application to:
Todd-Wadena Community Corrections,

221 First Avenue South, Suite 200, Long Prairie, MN 56347.
Position will remain open until filled.

First round of application reviews scheduled for December 14, 2021.
“EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER”

cl48-50c

WaDENA COUNTY
. EMPLOYMENT QPPORTUNITY

~ A
Public Health
__County,

Nursing Supervisor

POSITION SUMMARY: The Public Health Nursing Supervisor
is responsible for assisting the Director with assessment and planning;
supervision and leadership of staff in accordance with state and federal
guidelines; performing nursing duties; and advising staff on policies and
procedures.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: Four (4) year nursing degree;
three (3) years of nursing experience; Public Health nurse certification;
or equivalent combination or education and experience.

SCHEDULE: 1.0 Full Time; Monday through Friday day shift.

SALARY: 2021 Wage Range $30.31 to $43.31;

starting wage dependent on qualifications.

BENEFITS: Health, vision, dental, disability, and life insurances,

PERA retirement with employer contribution match, generous paid

vacation and sick leave.
HOW TO APPLY:
An online application and job description are available at:
www.co.wadena.mn.us,
the Human Resources office in the Wadena County Courthouse,
415 Jefferson Street S, Wadena, MN 56482.
This position will be open until filled.
For questions contact Erica Keppers at 218-631-7629
or erica.keppers@co.wadena.mn.us
WapENa County is aN EouaL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.

267-8110

WaDENA COUNTY
%%  EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

WSS Assistant County Engineer

POSITION SUMMARY: The Assistant County Engineer is responsible
for managing the development and implementation of highway construction
projects, including road and bridge projects, and supervising staff and
contractors in the design, construction, and maintenance of roads and
bridges. Assists in overseeing the day to day operations of the Wadena
County Highway Department.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATT : Bachelor’s Degree in engineering
or similar field; and three years’ relevant experience; or equivalent
combination of training/experience.

SCHEDULE: Monday through Friday - 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

SALARY: 2021 Wage Range: $30.31 to $41.31 per hour

(starting wage dependent on qualifications)

BENEFITS: Health, vision, dental, disability, and life insurances,

PERA retirement with employer contribution match, generous paid

vacation and sick leave.
HOW TO APPLY:
An online application and job description are available at:
www.co.wadena.mn.us,
the Human Resources office in the Wadena County Courthouse,
415 Jefferson Street S, Wadena, MN 56482.
Posting will close on Friday, December 3, 2021.

WapENa County 1s aN EouaL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.

261-8¥10

Central Todd County Care Center

Dietary Positions

COOK: Crarissa Care Center is now Hiring for a cook position.
No experience necessary-Will train on sight.
Various shifts now available. Starting wage $17.00/hr.

KITCHEN STAFF: Clarissa Care Center is now hiring kitchen

staff. Duties will include dishwashing, bussing tables, food
delivery and cleaning. All kitchen positions carry the same great
benefits and incentives. Starting wage $15.00/hr. Shift differential,
pick-up incentives, overtime and holiday pay additional.
Central Todd County Care Center offers
a full benefit package including:

Affordable Medical Insurance plan with a $3,000 contribution to
your Health Savings Account, 401k retirement with matching up
to 4%, Day care assistance, Clothing allowance,

Dental/ Vision/Hospital/Life Insurance.

_ On the job training available:
CNTRALTOLD COUNTY  Contact Patti Twardowski, 218-

™My 756-3636 ext. 17;
r or ptwardowski@ctcccinc.com
Care Cenfer ! e >
or pick up an application in the Business
Office, during business hours: Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Central Todd County Care Center is located in Clarissa, MN

GUARANTEED BUFFALO
AND ELK HUNTS

in the Black Hills. Elk hunts: cows

§2300, bulls $2900. Buffalo hunts:

cows $2100, bulls starting at $3100.

605/391-4646  nvrbuffalo@gmail.com

Classified Advertising
that is

Easy!

N
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DISH NETWORK $64.99
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.)
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift
card. FREE voice remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

THE COVID CRISIS
has cost us all something. Many have
lost jobs and financial security. Have
SI0K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living?
A Place for Mom simplifies the pro-
cess of finding senior living at no cost to
your family. Call 888/715-1720 today!

THE GENERAC PWRCELL
A solar plus battery storage system. Save
money, reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outages and power your
home. Fullinstallationservices available. SO
Down financing option. Request a free, no
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895

ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED
delivered-to-the-door  Omaha ~ Steaks!
Get 8 FREE Filet Mignon Burgers! Or-
der the Delightful Gift this holiday sea-
son - only $99.99. Call 888/858-0473
and mention code 65658PIL or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/thegift!192

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck or boat to Heritage For The
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY
ONLINE AUCTION
72 Unit storage complex, Garvin, MN near
Lake Shatek. Online bidding Nov 15, ends
Nov 30th. For info visit www.totalaar.com
Broker:  Andy Harr  Total ~ Auc-
tions and Real Estate 605/274-6500

NO RESERVE AUCTION
40 = Acres Farm/Recreational/Building
Site. Lura Township, Faribault County.
Jokela Auctions, Inc. David L. Veo Realty
Lic.#20303087 www.JokelaAuction.com

GUARANTEED BUFFALO
AND ELK HUNTS
in the Black Hills. Elk hunts: cows
$2300, bulls $2900. Buffalo hunts:
cows $2100, bulls starting at $3100.
605/391-4646  nvrbuffalo@gmail.com

EMPLOYMENT

COMMERCIAL APPLICATORS
Starting at  $20.00/hr., paid lodging,
benefits. Traveling position for rail-
road vegetation control, 60-80 hours/
week. RAW  (Cooperstown, ND)
888/700-0292 rawappl com

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living? A
Place for Mom simplifies the process
of finding senior living at no cost to
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

www.rawapplicators.com

FREON WANTED:
We pay $$S for cylinders and cans. R12
R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Cer-
tified Professionals. Call 312/291-9169
or  Visit: RefrigerantFinders.com

DISH NETWORK §64.99
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.)
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift
card. FREE voice remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

Advertise here
statewide in 210+
newspapers for only
$279 per week!
Call 800-279-2979

THE COVID CRISIS
has cost us all something. Many have
lost jobs and financial security. Have
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

THE GENERAC PWRCELL
A solar plus battery storage system. Save
money, reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outages and power your
home. Full installation services available. $0
Down financing option. Request a free, no
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895

ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED
delivered-to-the-door  Omaha ~ Steaks!
Get 8 FREE Filet Mignon Burgers! Or-
der the Delightful Gift this holiday sea-
son - only $99.99. Call 888/858-0473
and mention code 65658PJL or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/thegift1192

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck or boat to Heritage For The
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 1.7 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979

o
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WHO VIEW DIVERSITY &
WE ARE LOCATIONS INCLUSION BETTERS
Rich's is a family-owned 11,000 associates, 100+ OUR COMMUNITIES
food company dedicated to | countries, 1 global family. Everyone is welcome at our

inspiring possibilities — for Explore all of the Rich's
our associates, our customers | locations that our associates
and our communities. call home.

Morey’s in Motley, MN is now part of the Rich Products family

Qe ,
MOREVS (TSI

New Hire Bonus up to $1500
Production - Shift 1: $17.75
Production - Shift 2: $19.25*
Production - Shift 3: $19.75*

* Rate includes shift differential
https://careers.rich.com/key/motley-mn.html

We offer generous benefits including medical, dental,
vision, disability, 401k, paid time off and more!

Please call 218-352-2105 for interview and plant tour

table. We believe in the power of
partnership and it begins in our
backyard!

cl46tfc EOE
207 REAL ESTATE
For Rent Apa?t‘r)nzents
STORAGE: Boat, RV and
personal storage available for Rent

in Staples. Calll 520-465-8115
for competitive rates. 47-49c

208

STAPLES: Downtown, 1
- 2 bdrm., recently remod-
eled, NO pets, non smoking,
218-894-3108. 6tfc

1218 Hwy 10 South, Motley, MN 56466

Storage
EASTWOOD
FOR RENT | | ApARTMENTS
Japke’s North 8th Street| | in Motley.
Mlni Storage, 894_1551 IS accept!ng appllcatlons
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24 3 benrmmediate
edroom openings.

Laundry facilities
available on site, Garage
L included with apartment.

& All utilities paid.
Applications available at:

956 Hwy. 10 S, Motiey, MN

209
Business

Services
Your major appliance
parts source. Parts for all
major brands. One day ser-
vice, Staples True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
26tfc

FOR SALE

305

Pets
PUREBRED BORDER
COLLIE puppies, $300. Text
or call 218-296-1938.  49-50p

WANTED TO
Buy

501

For information and
=== qualifications, contact:

Nicole, 218-751-4265

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
218-296-5031 p=m
Under new ownership EJ

We are accepting
applications for 2 and 3
bedroom townhomes in

Staples, a community
you can get attached to.

Miscellaneous Rent based on income.
JUNK CARS & TRUCKS. Now professionally
218-639-5509. 49-50c managed by
7 BRUTGER

Income guidelines apply.




Staples World

Staples
report

Recent reports from the
Staples Police Department:

Nov. 3, Staples Police
assisted the MnDNR with a
traffic stop, which resulted
in a 3rd degree DUI arrest,
of Ian Crookes, 23.

Nov. 3, Staples Police
received an anonymous
report of a person at the
Lakewood Health System
Emergency room, with an
active warrants for their
arrest. Police confirmed
the warrants were active,
located the suspect, Anthony
Sullivan, 37, of North
Branch, at the ER, who was
placed under arrest without
incident. Also assisting was
the Todd County Sheriff’s
Dept.and Wadena County
Sheriff’s Dept.

Nov. 6, at 1:20 a.m., Sta-

ples Police located a male
sleeping inside his vehicle
at the Timberlake Hotel.
Subjcet was intoxicated and
escorted inside.

Nov. 6, Staples Police
responded to the 300 block of
McKinley Ave. for reports of
a physical fight in progress.
Officers arrived and found
one subject who appeared
to have been involved in a
fight. The subject explained
that a friend had come over
to the house, engaged in an
argument that got physical.
He stated the other subject
left with minor injuries and
didn’t want to press any
charges. Police searched the
area for the other subject
but were unable to locate
them.

Nov. 9, Staples Police
responded to Staples Motley
High School for a student
who was being aggressive
towards staff. Police spoke
with the student, got him to
calm down and remain in
school.

Nov. 9, Staples Police
assisted parents in locating
a runaway child. The indi-
vidual was found by officers
nearby at the college and
required no medical atten-
tion.

Nov. 10, at 4:43 a.m., Sta-
ples Police assisted the MN
State Patrol with a report of
a one vehicle roll over, with
the driver trapped inside the
vehicle. The crash occurred
on Hwy 10 west of Staples.
Also assiting at the scene
was the Staples Ambulance,
and Staples Fire Dept. The
driver, Joseph Smith, 19, of
Oakdale, was not inured.
The MN State Patrol is
investigating the crash.

Nov. 10, Staples Police
responded to the 1400 block
of 3rd St. NE for a report
of a missing child. Shortly
after units arrived the child
was located at a nearby store
and returned to the mother.

Nov. 11, Staples Police
stopped a 15 year old driver
with no valid Minnesota
driver license, giving rides
to other students. The stu-
dent and his parent were
cited for the driving offense.

Novw. 13, at 1:53 a.m., Sta-
ples Police responded to the

Police

500 block of 5th St. NE, for
a report of a disturbance.
Upon investigation, Dustin
Carpenter, 30, was arrested
for driving after revocation,
and was transported to the
Todd County Detention
Center. Assisting at scene

was the Todd County Sher-

iff’s Dept.
Nov. 15, Staples Police
were called to the 900 block

of Park Ave. NE for a sui-

cidal subject. The subject

was transported to Lake-
wood Health System hos-

pital for a mental health
evaluation.

Nov. 16, Staples Police
found a house in the 800
block of 5th St. NE with its
front door wide open. Offi-
cers also noticed vehicle tire
tracks in the yard, a bottle
of alcohol and fireworks.
Police attempted to make
contact the homeowner or
renter but were unsuccess-
ful.

Nov. 17, Staples Police
received a report of a possi-
ble scam. A male stopped by
the reporting party’s house
on August 23, stating that
they were a home delivery
service for food. The report-
ing party ordered food, the
subject delievered some of
the items, but did not return
with the rest of the items
ordered. The complainant
now says the company’s
phone number and website
do not work.

Nov. 20, Staples Police
responded to Garden Ave.
for a report of a camper on
fire. Officers assisted the
Staples Fire Dept. until the
fire was out.

Nov. 20, Staples Police
responded to a report of a
re-kindled fire on the 300
block of Garden Ave. NE.
Also responding was the
Staples Fire Dept. and Vern-
dale Fire Dept. for mutual
aid.

Nov. 21, Staples Police
responded to the 300 block
of Garden Ave for smolder-
ing insulation at a residence
that was on fire the previ-
ous day. Staples Fire Dept.
arrived on scene, removed
the insulation and sprayed
water on the house.

Nov. 21, Staples Police
responded to the 200 block
of Wisconsin Ave. SE for
reports of afront door being
kicked in. Officers located
the door and spoke to the
homeowner who stated that
it got broken while he was
gone but doesn’t know how
and doesn’t want anything
done.

Nov. 21, Staples Police
responded to the 400 block
of 2nd St. NE for a welfare
check. Police made visual
contact with the subject in
the residence, but the sub-
ject hid when police knocked
on the door. Police called the
complainant and informed
him the subject was fine and
that police would no longer
conduct welfare checks on
the subject, unless he had
more credible information.

WE'RE HIRING!

Citizens Alliance Bank is seeking applicants
for the following positions:

Market Manager - Clara City

Loan Officer - Clara City

Loan Admin Clerk - Clara City

Loan Servicing Specialist - Howard Lake
Executive Admin Assistant - Clara City

To view our job posting or Apply Online please visit:
citizensalliancebank.com/careers

opkiD

Citizens Alliance Bank is an EEQC of Protected Veterans & Individuals with Disabilities

CITIZENS

ALLIANCE BANK
Customer Drivew. Community Focused.

it
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First responders help at railroad crossing accident

A pickup truck driven by John Abbas of Staples
swerved off the road and struck the railroad crossing

light pole on 6th Street NE in Staples at about 9 a.m.

on Nov. 23. BNSF railroad employees witnessed the
accident and described the truck as traveling 50 to 60
miles per hour. The impact smashed the front end of the

vehicle, despite a large snow plow attached to the front.

The truck caught on fire and BNSF employees sprayed
it with a fire extinguisher. When police arrived, the driver
was unconscious but became aware after emergency

workers began prying the door off the truck. Abbas
was taken to Lakewood Health System to be checked
by medical professionals. According to the Staples Po-
lice investigation, Abbas had been in another vehicle
accident two months earlier. He did not remember the
railroad pole accident and suspected he may have acci-
dentally taken too much of a prescribed medication.

A small dog was also in the truck but did not appear
to be injured. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)
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| forgot....
“Canlstill get anadin.....??? %
DEADLINES:

Staples World 12 p.m. Friday
Heartland Market........ 4 p.m. Wednesday

218-894-1112 « office@staplesworld.com
Staples World, 224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN 56479

MEEKER MIEMORIAL
HOSPITAL & CLINICS

Rural healthcare facility seeks the following professionals:
Advanced Practice Provider ¢ Physical Therapist
Medical Lab Technician ® Surgery Nurse Manager

Apply online: www.meekermemorial.org/careers

See website for position/benefit details.
612 Sibley Ave. S., Litchfield, MN 55355 EOE

MEEKER MEMORIAL  uestions: Contact Cindi 320-693-4521,

{ ctwardy@meekermemorial.org

HOSPITAL & CLINICS ¢

COMMUNITY TREE FUNDING AVAILABLE

GRANTS FOR MANAGING ASH TREES ON PUBLIC LAND

Funding provided by the Minnesota E

nt and Natural Resources Trust Fund

- Plant trees, treat or remove ash trees

- Only eligible to local units of government

- Find more at (Uil 74T

m‘ DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES

b x)
——
7 \. L,
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Did you know...

76% of community newspaper readers agreed that
they and their families relied on their -
papers for local news
and information?

Full of
Vitamins
C&A |

Was $46:99
FREE Shipping’

A

1-888-801-0728 B Sundel

Visit PittmanDavis.com/P2YF52 Q

: :’& -
Only $19.99 (reg. $46:99), plus FREE Shipping.* Satisfaction completely guaranteed. y X “
Order by Decernber 17, 2021 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery. IC: P2YF52 FlmanTuiis (8

* Free standard shipping to the 48 contiguous states.
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Staffing shortages at
school district

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

Staples-Motley School
Superintendent Shane
Tappe said the district has
been seeing some staffing
shortages. At the Nov. 22
school board meeting, Tappe
said they have been short on
substitute teachers on some
days, but staff have been
flexible and some teachers
fill in as substitutes during
their prep hours.

“They are doing a lot of
things to make it work,” he
said.

The school also needs
more support staff such
as custodians, food service
workers and bus drivers,
said Tappe. They currently
have enough bus drivers but
anticipate retirements after
this school year.

Building plans
An update of the school’s

building plans was given
by a panel from ICS, the
engineering company that
is planning the school ren-
ovations. Not much has
changed in the plans, but
they are looking to add
parking on the north side of
the elementary school and
expand the high school stu-
dent parking lot to the west.
The board approved the pre-
liminary design documents,
which will permit ICS to
start developing construc-
tion documents.

Tappe said the school is
looking at grants that will
allow the school to add solar
panels to the roof of the
school. Tappe also said the
entire elementary school
will be retrofitted with LED
lights over the Christmas
break, which will be another
energy savings project.

Evaluation
The board released a

summary of their superin-
tendent evaluation meeting,
which identified two areas
of focus for the upcoming
year: human resources and
student support. The board
helped Tappe set personal
goals in the areas of staff
and student retention, a cul-
ture of accountability and
focus on student achieve-
ment.

In personnel changes,
the board accepted resig-
nation of Lorna Klefsaas
as Student Council Advisor
and resignation of Kent
Blake, transportation. The
board approved hiring of
Kelsie Weite as paraprofes-
sional and James Vavreck
for homebound instruction.
The board approved leave
of absence request from
Rebecca Rapaway.

Also at the meeting, the-
board approved the school’s
debt compliance policy.

SEDA works on housing

By Mark Anderson, Managing Editor

The Staples Economic Development
Authority (SEDA) approved a plan for a
committee to develop a local tax abatement
policy to give more incentives to building
single-family homes in Staples.

At the Nov. 23 SEDA meeting, meeting,
Economic Development Director Melissa
Wyman said she is planning meetings with
developers about building homes in Staples.
One idea is to hold an open house at the
Valley View develpment north of Staples.

Wyman said in bigger cities, developers
can build multiple homes at one time so
they can put in their own utilities and make
a profit on the volume.

City Administrator Jerel Nelsen sug-

gested a developer could start with building
five homes in Staples with an option to do
ten more when they sell.

Board member Doug Case said if there
were any number of homes in Staples, they
would sell right now.

“If you don’t have lofty goals, people will
spot that,” said Case. “I would like to see 200
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houses built in Staples, I think they would
all sell,” said Case. “It’s ripe for picking,
people are moving north, moving all over.
People are building, I don’t know why they
aren’t here.”

The board looked at limitations on the
open lots at Valley View, including high
assessments due to infrastructure built to
the lots. Case said people are paying the
same price or more for lots in other commu-
nities, or paying the same amount to put in
their own utilities.

Board member Tim Rice, CEO at Lake-

wood Health System, said Lakewood is
studying the senior housing situation to see
if more is needed in the community. Wyman
suggested that new duplexes could help
with the senior housing situation.

The board decided to form a committee
to develop a tax abatement policy that fits
with the Wadena County policy. Wyman
said having a policy would relieve the stress
of extra costs for developers, but the tax
abatement would not be used for individual
homeowners.
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VOYAGER continued from page 1a

Fabrication, assembly and welding jobs
will be needed at Voyager plant

Pine River and Voyager is
looking at starting the fish
house shells in Staples and
finishing the work at Pine
River.

Wyman said Voyager is
bringing in a large, $250,000

piece of equipment from
Florida to do work in Sta-
ples and will start hiring
workers as soon as possible.

“They have an incentive
package and their starting
wage is in the high teens

with a bump after train
ing,” said Wyman. “They
are looking for fabrication
assembly and welding.”

More information can be
found at www.voyager-in:
dustries.com.

Voyager product line

An example of a Yetti ice house trailer from voyager-industries.com.

Staples salary structure
questioned at meeting

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

The City of Staples
revised 2022 budget shows
a 2.91 percent tax levy
increase over 2021. At the
Nov. 23 Staples City Council
meeting, council member
Doug Case questioned the
role of salary increases in
the city’s budget.

A wage structure study
approved by the Staples City

Council in 2019 set depart-

ment head salaries. Case
pointed out the effect of
that study and the resulting
salary increases. Starting
with the salary base in 2018
and continuing through
2022 salaries, Case said the
annual salary of the city
administrator position rose
17 percent in four years, the
police chief 31 percent, eco-
nomic development director
25 percent and community
center director 28 percent.
In two years, the public
works director position
has had a 14 percent salary
increase.

The total increase for
those five department head
positions is $78,272 more
than the 2018 level. Case

said that increase rep-

resents about two percent

of the city’s budget. Depart-

ment head salaries for 2022
include: City Administra-
tor $104,040, Police Chief

$88,990, Economic Devel-

opment Director $70,610,
Public Works Director

$96,080, Community Center
Director $68,280.

City Administrator
Jerel Nelsen said the study
reviewed and updated job

descriptions, then com-

pared them to multiple
cities in Minnesota. The
study found the Staples
positions to be comparable
with the City of Wadena so
the board approved a plan

for department head sala-

ries to be around 98 percent
of Wadena’s.

Case said he would
rather compare Staples to
Long Prairie, which has

lower salaries for depart-

ment heads. “I’'m happy to
pay the people for what they
do, but there shouldn’t be
such a disparity,” said Case.

Council member Roy
Miles said if that is the
case, “Long Prairie needs
to look at theirs and pay
their employees what they
deserve.”

Nelsen said the study

found that the job descrip-

tions were not the same, for
example Long Prairie does
not have an electric utility
or a community center run
by the city.

Council member Mary
Theurer said “We spent a lot
of time looking at that study

... We have that set and it

goes with the parameters
we set as a council.”
Case said he wants to

make sure the city’s tax dol-

lars are well spent. “People
struggle every day to keep

Need help
with your
utility bills?

Minnesota's Energy Assistance
Program helps pay energy bills
Mare Minnesota households than ever before are

eligible. You may also qualify for the Weatherization
Aszistance Program for free home improvements to

their houses and do the
upkeep on a much lower
salary, it is a disservice
to the people paying their
wages,” said Case.

Council member Ron
Murray said “In a lot of
organizations you are going
to find that to be the case
people make up a big chunk
of the budget.”

Mayor Chris Etzler said
he would like someone to
look up the ratio of salaries
to city budget. “I'm willing
to bet that hasn’t changed
much over the years,” said
Etzler.

Rezoning

Also at the Nov. 23 meet:
ing, the council approved
rezoning of property north
of Warner Road and east of
8th Street NE. The property
had been zoned for a mobile
home park but the owners
requested it be zoned for
multifamily or single family
housing. The Planning
and Zoning Board had rec
ommended approving the
change.

The council approved
changes to the city housing
ordiance, including min:
imum dimansions of 800
square feet and clearer lan
guage requiring homes to
face the street.

Also at the Nov. 23 meet:
ing, the council approved
certifying unpaid utility
charges and writing off
unpaid utility bills.
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