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NYC food crew
Staples Alliance Church youth group will be attend-

ing NYC Culture Camp July 10 - 15, a cross-cultural 
experience for high school students. The group held 
a ‘sweetheart lunch’ on Valentine’s Day as a fundraiser. 
Pictured from left, Brad Anderson, Keller Anderson, Sta-
ci Schultz, Isaiah Schultz, Ashley Robben, Corey Rob-
inson (cook), Aften Robinson, Alina Robinson, Kathy 
Robben, Bobbe Anderson, Gretchen Bestland. Missing 
from the photo are Leah Bestland and Grace Jennissen.
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Minnesota National Guard members of the 682nd 
Engineer Battalion from Camp Ripley are pictured in front 
of the Capitol in Washington D.C. The soldiers were de-
ployed to the Capitol City during the inauguration of Pres-
ident Joe Biden. Motley native Blayne Dumpprope (front 
row, 6th from left) spent nearly three weeks in D.C., part 

of the Quick Response Force (QRF). Others pictured are 
(last names only) Wells, Stommes, Rosckes, Beckman, 
Harelson, Robb Phillips, Minor, Boser, Houser, Howard, 
Clark, Haligan, Kulla, Ellingson. (Submitted photo)

Soldiers part of the Quick Response Force in D.C.

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

M i n n e s o t a  A r m y 
National Guard soldier 
Blayne Dumpprope, Motley, 
recently returned after a 
nearly three-week deploy-
ment to Washington D.C., 
providing support during 
the inauguration of  Presi-
dent Joe Biden.

Dumpprope, 20, spoke 
with the Staples World 
shortly upon returning to 
Minnesota Feb. 7.

A member of  the 682nd 
Engineer Battalion from 
Camp Ripley, Dumpprope 
was part of  the Quick 
Response Force (QRF), he 
said.  That means the sol-
diers have riot gear on and 
are ready to go within a few 
minutes notice, Dumpprope 
said.

His battalion flew into 
Washington D.C. on Jan. 18, 
two days before the Inau-
guration ceremony, join-
ing soldiers from around 

the nation. In total, there 
were 26,000 Army National 
Guard Members deployed, 
with 2,400 being from Min-
nesota.

As part of  the QRF, sol-
diers were typically sched-
uled for 12-hour shifts each 
day. Sometimes it entailed 
pulling night shifts as well. 
Dumpprope described sit-
ting on a bus dressed in 
his riot gear, ready to jump 
into the midst of  things if  
trouble started. Every few 
hours, their battalion would 
do training exercises.

He did not witness any 
riots during his deployment, 
Dumpprope said. After their 
first week in D.C., the major-
ity of  soldiers were sent 
home, he went on. Those 
who volunteered to stay on 
for two more weeks had 
the opportunity to do some 
sightseeing.

Dumpprope was one 
who volunteered to stay on 
and shared that he appreci-
ated the opportunity to see 

a number of  historic sites, 
including the Lincoln and 
George Washington Memo-
rials, the Capitol Building 
and Arlington National 
Cemetery. “It was a very 
cool experience,” he said.

As he reflected on his 
time in Washington D.C., 
Dumpprope said he is grate-
ful for the good leadership 
that was in place. He men-
tioned two that stood out to 
him including Capt. Aldrich 
and First Sgt. Wells. 

Dumpprope went on to 
say that his unit was able to 
stay at a Holiday Inn, which 
he felt fortunate about. He 
credited this to the pan-
demic and social distancing 
measures in place. 

Now back home, Dump-
prope recently began a 
new job at Fort Ripley as a 
mechanic. He is a 2019 grad-
uate of  Staples-Motley High 
School and the son of  Lonny 
and Cathi Dumpprope of  
Motley.

Motley soldier home after 
deployment to Washington D.C.

Family 
loses 
home in 
fire

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

Fire destroyed the home 
of  Tracy Thompson and her 
son, Travis Eisel, of  Staples, 
the night of  Feb. 10. Thank-
fully, the two were able to 
escape the blazing inferno.

“It’s surreal,” Eisel, 
20, said the next day, as he 
looked at the shell of  their 
house on Wisconsin Ave. 
SE, the place they’d called 
‘home’  for the past 15 years 
or so.

He was the one who was 
alerted to the fire, Eisel 
went on. It was around 10:30 
p.m. and he’d only been 
home from work a short 
while. His mom was asleep 
downstairs and he decided 
to make some pizza rolls. 
That’s when he heard the 
alarm.

Eisel remembers looking 
over the balcony of  their 
split-foyer home and seeing 
the flames in the basement 
where his mom’s room was.

He yelled for his mom 
and proceeded to call 911, 
while holding one of  their 
dogs, Sparky, in his arms. 

T h o m p s o n  wo n d e r s 
what would have happened 
if  Travis had not gotten 
home when he did, because 
she was sound asleep and 
hadn’t heard the alarm at 
all. She recalls hearing her 
son yell, “Fire, fire!,” which 
woke her up.

It all happened so fast, 

By the Lincoln Memorial
Motley native Blayne Dumpprope was able to do 

some sightseeing following his recent deployment to 
Washington D.C. He is pictured in front of the Lincoln 
Memorial. (Submitted photo)

Weather Chart
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Weather
 
  This Week’s Forecast
 High   Low   Cond.
Feb. 17     9º      -5º     Cloudy                                                       
Feb. 18    15       -8    M. Cloudy                                      
Feb. 19    14      -4    M. Sunny        
Feb. 20     18       8    Sunny  
Feb. 21    25      15     P. Cloudy
Feb. 22    35      25    M. Sunny      
Feb. 23     32      17    M. Sunny  

                                    
Average Temps: 

 H = 28º Low = 9º
Total Snow:
For week: 0”

For year: 32.25”

Compiled by 
Dale Hausmann, 

WCCO’s Staples area 
Weatherwatcher

Last Year, 2020
 High Low Cond.
Feb. 17     29º     18º     Cloudy                                            
Feb. 18     10        6   P. Cloudy 
Feb. 19       9     -17       Sunny
Feb. 20     17     -25       Sunny
Feb. 21     38      11       Sunny
Feb. 22     40        4       Sunny
Feb. 23     37      27       Sunny
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MISCELLANEOUSSEED/FEED/GRAINS

Advertise here statewide 
in 230+ newspapers for 

only $279 per week! 
Call 800-279-2979

MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

PROTECT YOUR YIELD 
from soybean white mold and SDS. Ask 
your seed dealer for Heads Up® Seed 
Treatment. Cost-eff ective. Proven results. 
HeadsUpST.com/plant21 or 866/368-9306

FREON WANTED: 
We pay $$$ for cylinders and cans. R12 
R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Cer-
ti ed Professionals. Call 312/291-9169
or visit: RefrigerantFinders.com 

TIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EXPERTS 

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package & learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 833/619-1117 

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new off ers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One off er. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464 

DIRECTV 
Every live football game, every Sunday 
- anywhere - on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS 877/350-0094

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

4G LTE HOME INTERNET 
Now available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds, plus take your 
service with you when you travel! 
As low as $109.99/mo! 844/960-4698

Recent reports from 
the Motley Police Depart-
ment (MPD) and Morrison 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(MCSO) included the fol-

lowing:

 Feb. 4 - 10
Fe b.  9  -  T h e  M P D 

responded to a structure 
fire at 161 Harrison St. 
W., Motley, assisting with 
extinguishing flames until 
the officer’s extinguisher 
was empty. The Motley 
Fire Department arrived 
on scene shortly after and 
extinguished the rest. The 
building owner and renters 
were all on scene. No people 

or animals were inside. 
The fire was likely to have 
started from an electrical 
source in the living room.

Feb. 9 - The MPD stopped 
by three residences in 
Motley in regard to Ordi-
nance violations.

Feb. 8 - The MPD assisted 
state patrol with a one vehi-
cle accident that occurred 
on the Crow Wing River 
bridge on Hwy 210 just east 
of  Motley. The vehicle had 
hit the guardrail and was 

longer operable and the 
airbag had deployed. The 
driver was not located on 
scene and after checking 
local businesses, the MPD 
was not able to locate the 
driver.

Feb. 5 - 8 - The MPD 
issued hands-free cita-
tions  to Alan Berglund, 54; 
Debbie Mertens, 54.

Feb. 5 - 6 - The MPD issued 
speeding citations to Halle 
Elliott, 19; Stacey Heising, 
49; Tanya Landwehr, 47.

Fe b.  4  -  T h e  M P D 
responded to a report of  
a stop sign that had been 
knocked over at the inter-
section of  Beaulieu St. 
and Hwy 10 in Motley. It 
appeared to have been hit by 
the trailer tires of  a semi-
truck. The MPD moved the 
sign off  of  the roadway and 
notified MnDOT that the 
sign needed to be re-erected.

Feb.  4  -  T he MCSO 
received a call from Todd 
County requesting Motley 

Fire to provide mutual aid 
at a house fire at 122 Wis-
consin Ave SE in Staples.

Feb.  7  -  T he MCSO 
received a report of  a house 
that was fully engulfed 
in fire at 30080 Birch Ln., 
Motley. The responding 
deputy said there was not 
much left of  the trailer 
house. Scandia Valley Fire 
responded and put the fire 
out. The cause of  the fire is 
unknown.

Motley Police Department, Morrison County Sheriff’s Office

From Lakewood Health 
System

Only in rural Minnesota 
will you find a fish house 
being used in the middle of  
winter, in the middle of  a 
clinic parking lot, for some-
thing far from ice fishing. 
But desperate times call for 
desperate, or rather, inno-
vative, measures. Since 
early fall of  2020, Lake-
wood Health System has 
used a parked fish house 
as a drive-through COVID-
19 testing site in their Sta-
ples and Browerville clinic 
parking lots. Clinic nursing 
and patient access staff  
work out of  the fish houses, 
so patients can drive up for 
their scheduled test and not 
have to leave their vehicle. 

While the fish houses are 
still being used for COVID 
testing, since mid-January 
2021, the Staples fish house 
has also been repurposed 
to distribute the COVID-19 
vaccine to essential care-
givers and those 65 years of  
age and above, who are part 
of  the Minnesota Depart-
ment of  Health’s priority 
list. As of  Feb. 4, Lakewood 
has had the opportunity 
to give approximately 950 
people their first dose of  
the COVID vaccine. 

Allocation and distribu-
tion of  the vaccine from 
the federal and state gov-
ernments has been slow 
and disorderly, causing 
frustration for healthcare 
facilities as well as patients 
and community members. 
In contrast, Lakewood has 
created a well-planned and 
facilitated process for dis-
tributing whatever allo-
cated vaccine doses we 
receive. And according to 
patients and staff  alike, it’s 
working very well.

“This is only the third 
day we’re giving the vac-
cine, but the response 
we’ve been getting from 
patients is overwhelming,”  
said Lakewood clinic lead 

RN, Amanda Wensmann. 
“Some people have brought 
us hand and foot warmers 
because they think we’re 
cold when they see us run-
ning around outside. They 
don’t know that seeing 
them so grateful and happy 
keeps us all warm,” said 
clinic LPN, LaManda Nurn-
berger. 

“ A n d  t h e  c o o k i e s , ” 
chimes in clinic LPN, Jody 
Yeager. And sure enough, 
on the counter in the fish 
house are packages of  both 
store-bought and home-
made cookies, given in 
appreciation of  what this 
clinic team has been doing 
for patients and the com-
munity. Between cars, the 
fish house team chats and 
grabs a cookie (or two) as 
they sing aloud to music 
and prepare the informa-
tion packets and supplies 
for the approximately 150 
people they will vaccinate 
in the next two hours. 

In preparation for each 
vaccination day, patient 
access staff  call patients on 
Lakewood’s wait list to ask 
a few questions and sched-
ule their appointment time. 
The process takes about 10 
minutes per patient, and 
with approximately 300 
people to schedule each day, 
the team is busy. Once the 
appointments are sched-
uled, the team prepares a 
packet for each patient with 
consent forms and infor-
mation about the vaccine. 
(Lakewood has distributed 
both the Pfizer and Mod-
erna vaccine.) 

The day of  the vaccina-
tions, all the patient packets, 
along with vaccine supplies 
are brought out to the fish 
house, which accommo-
dates roughly six nursing 
and patient access team 
members (and one writer). 
All are dressed for the Min-
nesota winter with hats, 
boots, coats and smiles, the 
latter of  which are hidden 
beneath their prerequisite 

masks.
Two Rural Physician 

Associate Program (RPAP) 
students in their third 
year of  medical school at 
the University of  Minne-
sota – Duluth wear bright 
orange and black insulated 
jumpsuits along with their 
winter accessories. Their 
job during the vaccination 
process is to help direct 
cars and answer patient 
questions. 

“We get a lot of  questions 
about the vaccination pro-
cess, and a few about the 
vaccine itself, but overall, 
it feels like the underlying 
feeling behind everyone’s 
questions is ‘hope’,” said 
RPAP students Kaitlyn 
Anderholm and Cassidy 
Peterson. “People want to 
leave their homes once in 
a while; they want to feel 
a little safer, and just hug 
their families. While we 
can’t tell them exactly when 
they’ll be able to do any of  
those things, they’re happy 
to be getting the vaccine 
because it’s kind of  the next 
step in the right direction.”

Staff  in the fish house 
keep an eye out the window 
and when they see cars 
in line, a patient access 
member steps out the door 
and waves them ahead. 
Once patients arrive in 
front of  the fish house, staff  
identify them, ask in which 
arm they’d like the shot, 
and then return to the fish 
house for their packet. Next, 
one of  the three LPNs grab 
the packet, along with the 
pre-prepped alcohol swab, 
needle and Band-Aid, and 
head out the door. 

“The driver is Larry and 
he wants the shot in his 
left arm. The passenger 
is Julieann and she wants 
her shot in the left arm 
too, so she’s rearranging 
to get ready for you,” is, 
with name substitutions, a 
commonly heard exchange 
between staff  in the fish 
house. While most patients 

receive their vaccination 
without leaving their vehi-
cle, some prefer to get out 
to remove a coat or just for 
comfort; the choice is theirs. 

While the vaccinations 
are being done outside, 
inside, the patients’ vac-
cine information is being 
added to their chart in 
Lakewood’s electronic med-
ical record (EMR) by the 
lead RN. If  anything in the 
process is missing or needs 
to be changed, a patient 
access team member inside 
the clinic is an instant mes-
sage or phone call away. 
They will print whatever is 
needed and someone from 
the fish house runs in to 
grab it. Even the potential 
issues in the process have 
a plan. 

After receiving their vac-
cination, patients are told 
to pull around to a desig-
nated parking area and wait 
15 minutes before leaving 
the grounds. If  they have 

any questions or concerns 
during that time, they’re 
directed to honk their horn 
and one of  the RPAP stu-
dents will come over. From 
start to finish, the process 
takes about 20 minutes, 
with the 15-minute waiting 
period at the end taking 
the most time. Everything 
is overseen by emergency 
medical services (EMS) 
staff, sitting nearby in 
an ambulance, should an 
emergent situation arise. 

“We’re excited to be here!” 
said community members 
Larry and Juliann Fleisher 
as they waited their turn in 
line. One of  many common 
statements heard from 
patients, along with smiles, 
waves, and of  course, their 
thanks. “We’re taking care 
of  our community, not just 
our patients. Our mission 
is to provide healthcare to 
everyone, not just those 
who normally receive care 
from us,” said Lakewood 

Director of  Clinics and 
Access, Missy Lindow. 

For those 65-plus who 
have not received their vac-
cination but would like to 
be added to the wait list, 
call 218-894-1515 and choose 
option #2. As Lakewood is 
allocated more doses, we 
will continue to schedule 
those on the wait list, which 
sits at about 900 people as of  
Feb. 2, and increases daily.

Excitement, thankful-
ness, and ultimately, hope, 
are shared by both patients 
and staff  as the vaccination 
process continues at Lake-
wood. It’s a bright spot in 
the midst of  the winter cold 
and gloom, and the nearly 
year-long pandemic which 
has hit so many. We don’t 
know when things will be 
back to ‘normal’, but until 
that time comes, Lake-
wood’s team will happily 
continue to vaccinate the 
hopeful. 

Vaccinating the hopeful: the drive-through 
process at Lakewood Health System

Left, Lakewood Health System Pa-
tient Access Supervisor Jen Hjelmstad 
gets information from Larry and Juliann 
Fleisher as they check in to the drive 
through vaccine clinic. Right, LPN Jody 

Yeager gives Larry his vaccine. Medical 
students from the Rural Physician Asso-
ciate Program (RPAP) help direct cus-
tomers to through the process. (Submit-
ted photos)

Outdoor health service at LHS
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Looking back

Todd County 
Health & Human Services
is currently scheduling Todd County

residents aged 65 and over 
for COVID-19 vaccine appointments.  
Residents who would like to schedule

an appointment should call 320-732-4500, 
and press option 1, on Fridays between 

the hours of 12 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Understand that there is limited vaccine available 

each week. Residents are encouraged to 
 call in on Friday a� ernoons to verify the status 

of Todd County’s vaccine clinic schedule.

w
6-

9c

For Information 
Call: 218-541-5333 

Email: TheMillTH@brutgerequities.com
Professionally Managed by: Brutger Equities, Inc. 

www.brutgerequities.com

Welcome to 
The Mill Townhomes! 

925 Michigan Avenue Northeast, Suite 201, 
Staples, Minnesota 56479

O� ering beautiful, a� ordable,
new three bedroom townhomes. 

Amenities Include:
• Garage Included • Central Air Conditioning

• Private Patio • Washer & Dryer • Blinds
• Quiet Neighborhood • Microwave • Playground

• A great Place to Call Home!

2 col. X 4”

w
7c

COVID-19 has increased 
in Staples the past two 
weeks, according to statis-
tics from the Minnesota 
Department of  Health. Ten 
new cases were reported in 
the Staples zip code for the 
week before Feb. 11, after 
recording six new cases 
the previous week. The Sta-
ples area had gotten down 
to two cases in the week of  
Jan. 28.

The Wadena area also 
is increasing with six new 
cases, and Browerville 
went from one to four in 
consecutive weeks.

Other area communities 
recorded lower numbers, 

Motley had three and Long 
Prairie had one. There 
were no new cases detected 
in Pillager or Verndale. 
This was the third straight 
week that Verndale showed 
no new cases.

County numbers show 
the same trend,  with 
Wadena County and Todd 
County increasing in new 
cases, while every other 
county in the area was 
lower than the previous 
week.

W a d e n a  C o u n t y 
recorded 29 new cases in 
the past week, while Todd 
County had 20.

COVID-19 
bouncing back 
in Staples, 
Wadena

75 Years ago - 1946 
o Feb. 14, 1946 - Today, 

and during the balance of  
this weekend, Red Owl will 
celebrate the Grand Open-
ing of  its new super food 
market in the remodeled 
Hoemberg building located 
at the corner of  Fourth 
Street and Second Avenue. 
The reconstruction of  this 
property has been under 
way for some time and since 
it involved the remodeling 
of  two buildings in order 
to accommodate Red Owl’s 
requirements for a new 50 
by 80 super market, many 
architectural changes were 

necessary. 
This new super food 

market will  open at 9 a.m. 
Feb. 14, and the Red Owl 
folks predict that you will 
not recognize the former 
buildings. Willis Fuder is 
the manager of  Red Owl.

o Feb. 14, 1946 -  The 
monthly meeting of  the Sta-
ples Civic and Commerce 
Association will be held at 
the banquet room of  the St. 
Charles hotel Tuesday eve-
ning, Feb. 19, at 6:30. A fine 
program has been arranged 
for the evening. 

o Feb. 14, 1946 - Mr. and 
Mrs. A. W. Johnson returned 
to Staples Saturday, Feb. 
9, after having spent two 
weeks visiting their son, Lt. 
Wesley R. Johnson, and Mrs. 
Johnson, at Boca Raton, 
Florida since Jan. 21.

Lt. and Mrs. Johnson 
accompanied them on their 
return trip and will be in 
Staples about 20 days visit-
ing relatives and friends.

A total of  over 4,000 miles 
was made, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Johnson state that the cli-
mate was very wonderful, 
but that they were glad to 
get back to Minnesota, and 
especially to Staples again.

50 Years ago - 1971
o Feb. 18, 1971 - The Car-

dinal Wrestlers of  Staples 
high school annexed the 
championship of  the Mid-
State Conference at the mat 
tourney held in Aitkin last 

Saturday.
It was the fourth consecu-

tive year that the Cardinals 
have dominated the field in 
the conference.

Staples finished with four 
individual champions, Mike 
Roberts, Gordy Thompson, 
Loren Bendson and Wayne 
Shequen. Staples had a team 
total of  125 points; Wadena 
placed second with 101.

o Feb. 18, 1971 - Seventeen 
young people from the area 
filled out applications last 
Sunday to become Staples 
First Cadet Squadron in 
the Civil Air Patrol, Dr. R. 
H. Watkins, squadron com-
mander, said following the 
meeting attended by nearly 
50 persons at the Staples 
Municipal Airport.

Those enrolled as Cadets 
are Scott Case, Jeffrey Nagel, 
Terry Guelker, Curtis Neal, 
Leigh Mayer, Robert Polley, 
Scott Miller, Dean Schroeder, 
Mike Thelen, Cliff  Thelen, 
Elliot Yeske, all of  Staples; 
Peggy Hutchison, Dee Ann 
Hutchison, June Hutchison, 
Douglas Gold and Curt Jor-
genson of  Motley; and Ron 
Salber, Browerville. 

These Cadets, under the 
leadership of  Ken LeVas-
seur,  held their first meet-
ing Feb. 16. 

o Feb. 18, 1971 - Fourteen 
members of  the Class of  
1971 at Staples high school 
were honored Thursday 
morning, Feb. 11, through 
their initiation into mem-
bership of  the National 
Honor Society.

The new members initi-
ated into the society were 
John Kirk, Patricia Nagel, 
Linda Worden, Carol Lenk, 
Julie Ger mann, Dianna 
Rudolph, Curtis Neal, Deb-
orah Adamek, Bruce Dyer, 
Ronald Motl, Mark Penfield, 
Linda Winter, Kay Schro-
eder and Herb Greenwood.

The seven members of  
the NHS who were initi-
ated last May, performed 
the induction ceremonies, 
namely Stephen Van Buren, 
Rhea Weber, Audrey Dick-
man, Ronald Salber, Julie 
Miller, Julie Bredemeier 
and Guy Doud.

25 Years ago - 1996
o Feb. 15, 1996 - The Sta-

ples Motley High School 
National Honor Society 

chapter held its annual 
induction ceremony Feb. 7, 
selecting 13 new seniors as 
members and 9 juniors.

T h e  e i g h t  c u r r e n t 
NHS members, who were 
inducted a year ago as 
juniors, conducted this 
year’s induction ceremony. 
They include Lori Roth-
stein, Sarah Auker, Chris 
Lorentz, Mindy Olander, 
Craig Kaste, Leif  Storbak-
ken, Erin Garey and Jason 
Becker.

New seniors inducted 
this year are Eric Kramer, 
Bonnie Haehnel,  Corey 
Henrickson, Skip Brenny, 
Carrie Honek, Nancy Holm, 
Christina Gallant, Kari 
Baker, Krista Hayenga, 
Rachel Jackson, Mike Rol-
lins, Tom Brichacek and 
April Jares.

New juniors announced 
last Wednesday included 
Chris Schock, Lori Pierce, 
Malcolm Gold, Lisa Detloff, 
Erik Kelly, Steve Hoemberg, 
Julie Vogel, Penny Knosalla 
and Jeff  Joerger.

o Feb. 15, 1996 - Winners 
of  excellent and superior 
ratings at the Dilworth, 
Glyndon Felton speech 
meet last weekend included 
Maria Brenny, Chris Schock, 
Monica Weber, Scott Smith, 

Melissa Miles and Brandi 
Hoppenrath.

o Feb. 15, 1996 - Fifteen-
year-old Jennifer Tepley 
of  Sylvan Shores, a sopho-
more at Staples Motley High 
School, was in Los Angeles 
Jan. 20 - 27 pursuing her 
dream of  becoming an 
actress and dancer. She was 
invited to go with a group 
of  20 young people after a 
Minneapolis audition.

Included in a report she 
submitted to the World, 
Jennifer shared that “What 
a shock to us Minnesota 
natives arriving in Califor-
nia with sunny skies and a 
temperature of  70 degrees! 
At home we were cleaning 
out from the worst winter 
storm of  ‘96.

We had to adjust rather 
quickly for our days were 
spent in a fast-paces sched-
ule of  early rising, breakfast, 
preparation and a meet-
ing with our agents before 
heading to our five-to-eight 
interviews, auditions, work-
shops and training semi-
nars...on our last night in 
Los Angeles were surprised 
with a speaker and personal 
audition with casting direc-
tor Donald Finn, who is 
known for movies like John 
Grisham’s ‘The Client.’”

10 Years ago - 2011
o Feb. 17, 2011 - Mark 

Alan Woodworth has been 
charged in a series of  recent 
burglaries in the Staples 
area. Woodworth, 47, lists 
his address as Champlain, 
but police said he has been 
living in Staples.

o Feb. 17, 2011 - A trip 
to Morocco gave Staples 
Motley High School gradu-
ate Britta (Binek) Kolodziej 
a chance to experience the 
language and culture of  the 
North African country. As 
a Rotary Ambassadorial 
Scholar, she was able to stay 
with a host family for three 
months last summer and 
travel to different parts of  
the country.

o Feb. 17, 2011 - Three 
Jewish widows celebrate 
their friendship in “The 
Cemetery Club,” presented 
by Lamplighter Commu-
nity Theatre Feb. 25 - 26 and 
March 3 - 5 at Landmark Inn, 
in Staples.

Cast members include 
Pam Collins, Jean Hayenga, 
Dawn Timbs, Lee Paskewitz 
and Cassandra Magers. The 
play is directed by Amy 
Hunter.

- o - 
Compiled by

Dawn Timbs
- o - 

On Feb. 9, at approx-
imately 10:10 p.m.,  the 
Wadena County Sheriff’s 
Office received a report of  
a one vehicle crash with 
injuries. The 911 caller indi-
cated that a vehicle had hit a 
horse and the driver of  the 
vehicle was injured.

Deputies responded to 
the area of  County Road 
23 near County Road 4 in 
Aldrich Township. A Pon-
tiac Grand AM that was 
northbound on County 
Road 23 had struck a horse 
that was in the roadway. 
The juvenile driver of  the 

car received injuries in the 
crash and was transported 
to the hospital by ambu-
lance.

T h e  j u ve n i l e  d r ive r 
was wearing a seat belt at 
the time of  the crash. The 
horse that was struck was 
deceased upon the arrival 
of  deputies.

T he Wadena County 
Sheriff’s Office was assisted 
on scene by the Verndale 
Police Department, Vern-
dale Fire Department, Tri-
County Ambulance and 
John’s Car Care Towing.

Vehicle hits 
horse, juvenile 
driver injured

Last week’s mystery photo, pub-
lished in the Feb. 8, 1996 edition of the 
Staples World, was taken at the Staples 
Area Health Foundation Dinner Auction. 
Pictured standing are Jayme Hajek (left) 
and Sarah Bach offering guests a close-
up view of a print by Rose Edin, one of 
many items auctioned off that evening. 
Seated at the table, from left, are Dr. Bill 
and Helen Mennis; and Delores and Art 
Manning. A total of just over $10,000 

was raised that evening.
Sally Grove of Staples correctly 

identified Dr. Bill Mennis and his wife, 
Helen Mennis. Judy Wolak and Lori 
Bates, both of Staples correctly identi-
fied both the Mennis and Manning cou-
ples, as well as the Rose Edin painting 
being auctioned off. Bates thought it 
might be a Dollars for Scholars event. 
Thanks for participating in our Mystery 
Photo. 

Mystery solved

Mystery photo
Hello readers. This week’s archive photo is from our 

March 16, 1978 edition. Do you know who these people 
are and perhaps the context of the photos? Email your 
answers and where you are from to dtimbs@staplesworld.
com by Friday morning, or call 218-894-1112. The an-
swers will be published in next week’s paper, as well as a 
new mystery photo.

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

The Staples-Motley School Board discussed the 
school’s communication strategy for the building refer-
endum. The plan will start with information packets to 
be mailed out and continue with community meetings 
Feb. 23 and 24, 2021.

The board is asking taxpayers to approve a $64.4 mil-
lion building referendum, with the vote to be held April 
13.

At a work session held Feb. 8, the board made plans 
to have at least two board members at each of  the open 
house meetings, Tuesday, Feb. 23 from noon-1:30 at Scan-
dia Valley Town Hall and 6-7:30 p.m. at the Early Educa-
tion Center in Motley. Wednesday, Feb. 24 meetings will 
be held from noon-1:30 p.m. at Leader Community Hall 
and 6-7:30 p.m. at Staples-Motley High School.  The public 
is invited to attend any of  the meetings at any time, as it 
will be an open house style of  meeting. Several displays 
will be set up to highlight different aspects of  the school’s 
building proposal.

At the work session, the board heard from Todd Rapp, 
the communications specialist who works with ICS, the 
building consultants hired by the school for this process.

Rapp went over some of  the common questions the 
board members are likely to hear at the community 
meetings. Typically, the meetings bring up questions 
about what new buildings will do to improve education, 
said Rapp. He also said the school will want to explain 
the value the school has gotten from past investments, 
including operating levies and building investments.

Rapp said the public will want to know how the pro-
posal is in the best interest for the students in the district 
and how it will be fair for taxpayers.

The project will have many questions about cost. Rapp 
said many people ask why a school building costs this 
much to build or renovate. The answer is that a school 
has more building standards for education, health and 
safety. 

One of  the questions the public will likely ask is if  the 
school should have spent more to maintain the old build-
ings. He said the school has made those investments, but 
there also is a point where major investments are needed 
to meet educational and safety needs.

Rapp said people could ask why there isn’t a final 
design, as the project is presented in drawings and pro-
posed changes. He said the referendum has to pass before 
the school can pay an architect for the final drawings.

The amount of  tax increase is also a common question. 
District residents can look up their tax increase at the 
school’s web site, SMTimeToRise.com, or learn more at 
the informational meetings.

Rapp said there could be questions about what the 
pandemic has done to the building discussion, including 
asking why are new buildings needed when students 
were able to work from home for part of  the year? What 
the pandemic actually revealed is the opposite, said Rapp. 

“It has shown that we need buildings now more than ever 
before, face to face has become that important,” he said.

Since the school board is proposing the building ref-
erendum, Rapp said they are the ones the public wants 
to hear from while deciding on how to vote. “They have 
more knowledge, they have an obligation to explain why 
this is needed,” said Rapp.

School board 
prepares for 
referendum 
meetings

The Staples-Motley Speech team has participated in 
two virtual speech tournaments this season. 

The first was the Fergus Falls Otter Orations Tour-
nament, held Jan. 29. “Due to technical issues, we did 
not fare very well,” said coach Brian Sams. “We did 
have a few speakers stand out despite being severely 
handicapped in the first round.” Staples-Motley  individual 
placings included: 3rd in Finals, Micah Larson, Creative 
Expression; Honor Finals, Caden Mrazek, 1st in Humor 
and 3rd in Storytelling; Connor Judd and Cy Johnson, 
1st in Duo; Keegan Harvey and Keegan Bestland, 2nd in 
Duo and Alex Brings, 5th in Great Speeches.

The Staples-Motley Speech team earned first place 
honors at the DGF invitational tournament on February 
6. Tournament champions in their categories were: Ca-
den Mrazek, Humor, Torii Nienow, Informative and Con-
nor Judd and Cy Johnson, Duo. Placing 2nd in Humor, 
Laken Hines; 3rd, Brooke Ferdon, Discussion, Keegan 

Bestland and Keegan Harvey, Duo, Micah Larson, Cre-
ative and Torii Nienow, OO. Placing 4th, Alex Brings, 
Great Speeches, Grace Allen, Poetry and Keegan Best-
land, Storytelling. Earning 5th place awards were Caden 
Mrazek, Storytelling, Cy Johnson, Ex. Speaking and 
Grace Allen, Ex. Reading. Placing 6th, AJ Nienow, Hu-
mor and Brynn Bestland and Cecily Moe, Duo. Earning 
honorable mention, Iain Sams, Creative and Addy Toep-
per, Drama.

Front row, left to right: Alex Brings, Brynn Bestland, 
Laken Hines, Jaden Johnson, Bella Hines, Maria Stumbo. 
Middle row: Emily Olson (Coach), Adelaide Toepper, 
Cecily Moe, Grace Allen, Torii Nienow, Brooke Ferdon, 
Walker Johnson, Estella Bock, Olivia Opheim. Back: 
Travis Chaput (Coach), Micah Larson, Iain Sams, Caden 
Mrazek, Connor Judd, Cy Johnson, AJ Nienow, Keegan 
Bestland, Tammy Johnson (Coach), Samantha Mrazek 
(Coach), Brian Sams (Coach). (Submitted photo)

SM Speech team places first at DGF tournament
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By American Farm Bureau

A strong majority of  
farmers/farmworkers say 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
has impacted their mental 
health, and more than half  
say they are personally ex-
periencing more mental 
health challenges than they 
were a year ago, according 
to a new American Farm 
Bureau poll.

The survey of  rural 
adults and farmers/farm-
workers explores how the 
pandemic has affected their 
mental health personally 
and in their communities, 
as well as how attitudes and 
experiences around mental 
health have changed in ru-
ral and farm communities 
since AFBF conducted its 
first rural mental health 
survey in 2019.

“My takeaway from this 
survey is that the need for 
support is real and we must 
not allow lack of  access or 
a ‘too tough to need help’ 
mentality to stand in the 
way,” said AFBF President 
Zippy Duvall. “We are step-
ping up our efforts through 
our Farm State of  Mind 
campaign, encouraging 
conversations about stress 
and mental health and pro-
viding free training and re-
sources for farm and ranch 
families and rural commu-
nities. The pandemic add-
ed a mountain of  stress to 
an already difficult year for 
farmers and they need to 
know that sometimes it’s 
OK not to be OK, that people 
care, and that there’s help 
and hope.”

The results of  the new 
poll clearly demonstrate 
that the COVID-19 pandem-
ic is having broad-ranging 
impacts among rural adults 
and farmers/farmworkers. 
Key findings include:

• Two in three farmers/
farmworkers (66%) say the 
pandemic has impacted 
their mental health.

• Rural adults were split 
on COVID-19’s impact. Half  
of  rural adults (53%) say 
the pandemic has impacted 
their mental health at least 
some, while 44% say it has 
not impacted their mental 
health much or at all.

• Younger rural adults 
were more likely than older 
rural adults to say the pan-
demic has impacted their 
mental health a lot.

• Farmers and farmwork-
ers were 10% more likely 
than rural adults as a whole 
to have experienced feeling 
nervous, anxious or on edge 
during the pandemic (65% 
vs. 55%).

• The percentage of  farm-
ers/farmworkers who say 
social isolation impacts 
farmers’ mental health in-
creased 22% since April 
2019, a significant finding 
given the long hours many 

farmers work alone.
• Half  of  rural adults 

(52%) aged 18-34 say they 
have thought more about 
their mental health during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
more than other age groups.

• Three in five rural adults 
(61%) say the COVID-19 pan-
demic has impacted mental 
health in rural communi-
ties. Farmers/farmworkers 
were more likely than rural 
adults to say COVID-19 has 
impacted mental health in 
rural communities a lot 
(37% vs. 22%).

The survey of  2,000 ru-
ral adults was conducted 
by Morning Consult in De-
cember. It also identified 
the main obstacles to seek-
ing help or treatment for 
a mental health condition, 
the most trusted sources 
for information about men-
tal health, impressions of  
the importance of  mental 
health in rural communi-
ties and the importance of  
reducing stigma surround-
ing mental health. A presen-
tation with additional detail 
on the full survey results is 
available here.

AFBF hosted a session at 
its 2021 Virtual Convention 
titled Farm State of  Mind – 
Responding to the Challeng-
es of  Rural Mental Health 
on Jan. 12. The session had 
diverse perspectives on the 
issue of  rural mental health 
and highlight Farm Bu-
reau’s efforts to respond to 
this key moment in agricul-
ture. Visit https://annual-
convention.fb.org.

If  you or someone you 
know is struggling emotion-
ally or has concerns about 
their mental health, visit 
the Farm State of  Mind web-
site at farmstateofmind.org 
where you can find crisis 
hotlines, treatment locators, 
tips for helping someone 
in emotional pain, ways to 
start a conversation and  re-
sources for managing stress, 
anxiety or depression.

COVID-19 takes heavy toll 
on rural mental health

Minnesota Gover nor 
Tim Walz announced the 
Due North Education Plan, 
an agenda for the future of  
education in Minnesota.

“As a former classroom 
teacher for over 20 years, 
I’ve seen firsthand how 
a high-quality education 
shapes students’ lives for 
years to come,” said Gover-
nor Walz. “The Due North 
Education Plan guides us 
toward a future where every 
child receives a high-quality 
education, no matter their 
race or zip code.”

Components of  the plan 
includes:

Meet the Needs of 
Students During and 
After the COVID-19 

Pandemic
• Continue to support 

schools as they navigate the 
pandemic while prioritiz-
ing in-person learning for 
as many students as safely 
possible.

• Expand academic oppor-
tunities and mental health 
services to support every 
student in summer 2021 
and through the following 
school year.

• Provide a one-time in-
vestment to ensure pandem-
ic enrollment loss does not 
negatively impact students’ 
priorities.

Every Student 
Receives a World-
Class Education

• Ensure academic stan-
dards address the modern 
needs of  the workforce, are 
inclusive of  ethnic studies, 
and are reflective of  stu-
dents of  color and Indige-
nous students.

• Expand early learning 

opportunities and ensure 
the social-emotional and ac-
ademic needs of  early learn-
ers are met.

• Expand access to out-of-
school opportunities.

• Reimagine the high 
school experience to in-
crease career and college 
readiness.

Every Student 
Learns in a Safe 
and Nurturing 
Environment

• Focus on student rela-
tionship-building and cen-
ter discipline on growth, 
not punishment.

• Build the necessary sup-
ports for students around 
mental health and social 
and emotional learning.

• Strengthen community 
and school partnerships to 
meet the needs of  the whole 
child.

• Launch a statewide fam-
ily engagement model to 
support schools.

Every Student Learns 
in a Classrom with 

Caring and Qualified 
Teachers

• Build the best teaching 
workforce in the nation by 
ensuring the profession is 
valued and prepared.

• Expand educator career 
pathway programs.

• Launch statewide men-
tor program to support the 
retention of  teachers.

• Launch and expand 
programs to specifically 
recruit, retain and support 
teachers of  color and Indig-
enous teachers.

Expand Access to 
Opportunities for 

Students of Color and 
Indigenous Students

• Establish an Equity, Di-
versity and Inclusion Cen-
ter at the Minnesota De-
partment of  Education to 
address systemic racism.

• Provide educational 
experiences that value stu-
dent culture and identity.

• Ensure students receive 
an accurate history of  Min-
nesota’s Indigenous people.

• Develop and provide 
training for all school staff  
on anti-bias practices.

Expand Access to 
Opportunities for 

Students in Greater 
Minnesota

• Expand rigorous course-
work options, including 
Advanced Placement, Inter-
national Baccalaureate and 
concurrent enrollment.

• Increase the full-service 
community school model 
statewide. 

• Prioritize geographic 
equity in our school finance 
system.

• Expand career and tech-
nical education pathways.

Fund a 21st Century 
Education

• Prioritize school fund-
ing to the students who 
need it the most.

• Freeze the cross-subsi-
dy for special education and 
buy down English Learner 
services cross-subsidy to 
ensure students receive nec-
essary services.

• Guarantee that compen-
satory aid funding is sup-
porting students historical-
ly left behind.

• Link funding categories 
to the general education for-
mula to ensure necessary 
resources are provided over 
time.

Due North - Minnesota’s 
new education plan

From the Minnesota Nurses 
Association

Minnesota Nurses are 
again shocked and sad-
dened by the news of  an-
other incident of  workplace 
violence at a healthcare 
facility in the state. As 
caretakers of  victims of  
gunshots and other violent 
injuries, nurses and health-
care workers are acutely 
aware that violence could 
easily come to the doors of  
their workplace too. See-
ing other workers become 
victims shakes any hospi-
tal worker to their core. 
When nurses reflect on the 
increase of  violence in the 
healthcare setting, tragic 

incidents such as the one at 
St. John’s Hospital in 2015, 
plague their thoughts and 
often result in nurses leav-
ing the bedside.  

Healthcare facilities 
should be safe places - for 
patients, health care work-
ers, and visitors. A 2019 sur-
vey of  Minnesota Nurses 
Association membership 
showed that 95 percent of  
MNA nurses say they do 
not feel safe from violence 
at work. Nurses urge poli-
cy makers to determine the 
causes of  this incident and 
all other reports of  work-
place violence and prior-
itize sweeping changes to 
ensure safety in these plac-
es. Workplace violence in-

cidents in healthcare facil-
ities should be flagged and 
reported in a central loca-
tion and healthcare work-
ers should have the ability 
to process and recover from 
these types of  incidents 
without penalty. Protect-
ing frontline workers from 
violent incidents, whether 
from visitors, patients, or 
colleagues, needs to be a pri-
ority of  policy makers.  

The Minnesota Nurses 
Association offers our com-
mitment and pledge to the 
healthcare workers and pa-
tients involved in today’s in-
cident that we will not stop 
until healthcare facilities 
become a safe place for both 
workers and patients.

After attack, nurses 
speak out for safety

Quote of  the week

“Most people live and die with their music 
still unplayed. They never dare to try.”

— Mary Kay Ash
The slower than anticipated rollout of  

COVID-19 vaccines, delayed deliveries, re-
ceiving fewer doses than expected and diffi-
culty scheduling vaccination appointments, 
has led to frustration for many. As your 
trusted healthcare providers, our goal is 
to vaccinate everyone in the community as 
quickly as possible.

Decisions about our vaccination process 
are based on the information we receive 
from the Minnesota Department of  Health 
(MDH). As their distribution models change, 
our plans and processes are adjusted to best 
accommodate vaccine distribution for our 
patients and community. Understandably, 
this has caused frustration for our patients.

When a facility receives a vaccine alloca-
tion, MDH requires that 90 percent of  the 
doses must be used within 72 hours and 100 
percent within seven days. This require-
ment does not allow any facility to hold onto 
the vaccine to be used specifically for sec-
ond doses. If  doses are not used within that 
time frame, they can be taken back by the 
state and used elsewhere. Essentially, if  you 
don’t use it, you lose it.

As we reach the first round of  second 
doses, we will need to inform some patients 
that they will not get their second dose 
within the prescribed time frame of  21 or 28 
days. While we did receive an allotment of  
vaccine, it was not enough to cover every-
one. Each of  our facilities plans to commu-
nicate directly with the patients impacted 
by the delay in receiving their dose. To set 
expectations throughout the vaccination 

process, we informed patients during their 
first dose appointment that we cannot guar-
antee them a second dose. However, we con-
tinue to advocate for doses on their behalf.

When we receive another allocation of  
the vaccine, patients needing their second 
dose will be prioritized in the order they re-
ceived their first dose. Our teams will speak 
directly with each patient to schedule their 
second dose when that time arrives.

While potentially worrisome, health ex-
perts across the county agree there’s no 
cause for concern. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) states that 
patients can receive their second dose up to 
six weeks (42 days) after their first dose.

While we share in the frustration and 
confusion of  the COVID-19 vaccination pro-
cess, we truly appreciate the patience and 
understanding of  our patients and commu-
nities. We have been fortunate to provide 
a first dose of  the vaccine to thousands of  
people and we look forward to continuing 
that process.

As always, our priority is the safety and 
wellbeing of  our patients, staff  and the com-
munities we are privileged to serve. 

CHI St. Gabriel’s Health
Crow Wing County Health Department
Cuyuna Regional Medical Center
Essentia Health
CHI St. Gabriel’s Health
Lakewood Health System
Riverwood Healthcare Center
Tri-County Healthcare Care

Lakewood joins COVID-19 
vaccination message
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INN

218-575-3295
Located 6 miles south 

of Motley 1-1/2  miles east 
on #203

BINGO!
EVERY 

SATURDAY
1 p.m. 

(unless bad 
weather)

w
6c

w8c

Tues., Feb. 23
*POTLUCK 5:30

*Meeting 7 p.m.
Staples Serenity 

Group
Staples Assembly 

of God Church
914 3rd Ave. 
NE, Staples

For info:
320-874-0979

AA Winter
BARBEQUE

officials, appointed officials 
and board members, and;

WHEREAS,  the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners considered the du-
ties and responsibilities of  
each individual position; 
and

WHEREAS,  the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners considered the sal-
aries of  elected officials in 
other comparable counties; 
and

NOW, THEREFORE 
BE IT RESOLVED, that 
the Todd County Board of  
Commissioners approve 
setting the County Auditor/
Treasurer salary at $94,430 
in 2021.

On motion by Neumann 
and seconded by Becker, the 
following resolution was 
introduced and adopted by 
majority vote with Kircher 
against:

2021 COUNTY 
RECORDER SALARY
WHEREAS,  the Todd 

County Board of  Commis-
sioners is responsible for 
setting compensation of  
county employees, elected 
officials, appointed officials 
and board members, and;

WHEREAS,  the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners considered the du-
ties and responsibilities of  
each individual position; 
and

WHEREAS,  the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners considered the sal-
aries of  elected officials in 
other comparable counties; 
and

NOW, THEREFORE BE 
IT RESOLVED, that the 
Todd County Board of  Com-
missioners approve setting 
the County Recorder salary 
at $70,570 in 2021.

On motion by Becker and 
seconded by Neumann, the 

following resolution was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:
2021 COUNTY SHERIFF 

SALARY
WHEREAS,  the Todd 

County Board of  Commis-
sioners is responsible for 
setting compensation of  
county employees, elected 
officials, appointed officials 
and board members, and;

WHEREAS,  the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners considered the du-
ties and responsibilities of  
each individual position; 
and

WHEREAS,  the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners considered the sal-
aries of  elected officials in 
other comparable counties; 
and

NOW, THEREFORE BE 
IT RESOLVED, that the 
Todd County Board of  Com-
missioners approve setting 
the County Sheriff  salary at 
$101,714 in 2021.

On motion by Neumann 
and seconded by Kneisl, the 
following resolution was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:

2021 NON-UNION 
EMPLOYEE/APPOINTED 

OFFICIALS SALARY
WHEREAS,  the Todd 

County Board of  Commis-
sioners are responsible for 
setting compensation of  
county employees, elected 
officials, appointed officials 
and board members, and;

WHEREAS,  the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners has previously fol-
lowed the same pattern bar-
gained with unions for the 
non-union county employ-
ees and appointed officials, 
and;

WHEREAS, collective 
bargaining agreements for 
2021 have not been settled as 

of  this date, December 29, 
2020.

NOW, THEREFORE BE 
IT RESOLVED, that the 
Todd County Board of  Com-
missioners authorize a two 
percent (2.0%) general in-
crease effective the first full 
pay period worked in Janu-
ary, 2021, pay date January 
27, 2021, and a three percent 
(3%) step increase effec-
tive the first full pay period 
worked in July 2021, and pay 
date July 28, 2021 for eligible 
staff. Staff  currently over 
the maximum of  the salary 
grid shall receive a one per-
cent (1%) (one-half  general 
increase) effective the first 
full pay period worked in 
January, 2021 pay date Jan-
uary 27, 2021 in accordance 
with county policy.

County Auditor-
Treasurer’s Report
The Auditor-Treasur-

er reported that Township 
Election Office filing opens 
December 29, 2020 and clos-
es on January 12, 2021.

County 
Commissioner’s 

Report
Commissioner Kneisl re-

ported on an update regard-
ing MCIT Insurance for Sol-
id Waste/Prairie Lakes.

Adjourn
Chairperson Kircher ad-

journed the meeting for De-
cember 2020.

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS
Vendor Name ............... $ Amount
AMERICAN SOLUTIONS 
   FOR BUSINESS ..................$5,269.79 
ARNZEN CONST. INC ........105,820.01 
ARNZEN CONST. INC ..........39,193.65 
BIG STONE THERAPIES, 
   INC. .........................................5,113.17 
BLOMBECK CONST. 
   CO INC ...................................2,144.00 
CARGILL SALT DIVISION..20,844.10 
CDW GOVERNMENT INC ....7,478.45 
EMERGENCY AUTO. TECH .2,657.02 
FARM-RITE EQUIP., INC .......5,737.12 
FRIEDRICH’S 
   TIRE & OIL CO ...................10,411.70 
HEARTLAND TIRE INC. .......2,319.16 

LITTLE FALLS 
   MACHINE INC......................6,778.80 
MENCH/JAMES .....................2,450.00 
MONSIDO, INC........................3,300.00 
MOTOROLA ............................4,553.65 
NOW MICRO INC ..................10,990.00 
SHI CORP .................................3,053.00 
TRITECH SOFTWARE 
   SYSTEMS ............................25,560.34 
WATCHGUARD VIDEO .......11,830.00 
ZIEGLER INC ..........................4,556.45 
78 PAYMENTS LESS 
   THAN $2,000 ........................29,732.99 
Total ............................$309,793.40 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
WARRANTS

Vendor Name ............... $ Amount
DHS - MSOP - MN SEX 
   OFFENDER PROGRAM ......5,895.00 
DHS - ST PETER RTC - 472 .....9,660.00 
#14593 ........................................3,742.80 
GREATER MN FAMILY 
   SRVS INC ...............................2,000.00 
NORTH HOMES CHILDREN
   & FAMILY SRVS .................23,882.79 
NORTHLAND 
   COUNSELING CTR..............7,710.00 
PINEHAVEN YOUTH 
   AND FAMILY SRVS INC .....3,592.50 
WEST CENTRAL 
   REG JUVENILE CTR ..........4,114.00 
PAYMENTS LESS 
   THAN $2,000 ..........................9,868.45 
Total ..............................$70,465.54 

VENDOR NAME
Vendor Name ............... $ Amount
DHS - SWIFT ..........................12,401.27 
INFORMATION 
   SYSTEM CORP ...................23,319.00 
PERISH/ALAN........................2,297.11 
RURAL MN CEP INC ...........14,035.07 
41 PAYMENTS LESS 
   THAN $2,000 ..........................7,826.70 
Total ..............................$59,879.15 

On a motion by Kneisl 
and seconded by Kircher, 
the preceding minutes of  
the County Board meeting 
held December 29, 2020 were 
duly approved by unani-
mous vote at the Todd Coun-
ty Board of  Commissioners 
at the Regular Board Meet-
ing held on January 5, 2021.

Witness my hand and seal:

Barbara Becker,
County Board Chairperson

Denise Gaida, Todd County
Auditor-Treasurer
                                           8pnc

Todd County Commissioners Minutes
TCC continued from page 9a

DEADLINE
for all classified 
ads and copy is 

12 noon Friday

For the
Staples World

T h e  S t a p l e s - M o t l e y 
School Board will meet in 
regular session Monday, 
Feb. 22, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. at 
the District Office, 905 4th 
St. NE, Staples. 

The agenda includes a 
resolution appointing elec-
tion judges for the April 13 
Bond Referendum Special 
Election and a resolution 
authorizing the absentee 
ballot board for the same.

Any individual or groups 
who wish to be on the Com-
munity Forum at the meet-
ing, contact the board chair 
or superintendent by noon 
the Friday prior to the 
board meeting date.

Upcoming dates and 
meetings include:

Community Meetings:
Tues., Feb. 23: Scandia 

Valley Town Hall, noon - 
1:30 p.m.; Early Education 
Building/Motley Cafeteria 
6 - 7:30 p.m.

Feb. 24: Leader Commu-
nity Hall: noon - 1:30 p.m.; 
MS/HS Auditorium Lobby, 
6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

School Board:
Mon., March 8: Board 

Work Session; 6:00 p.m., Dis-
trict Office

Mon., March 22: Regu-
lar Board Meeting, District 
Office, 6:00 p.m.

Mon., April 5: Board 
Work Session, District Of-
fice;  6:00 p.m.

Tues., April 13: Elec-
tion Day.

Staples-Motley 
school board agenda

February 18
The MoTley AMericAn le-

gion PosT   will hold its regu-
lar meeting, Thursday, Feb. 
18, at 7 p.m., at Motley City 
Hall.

February 18, 23
sTAPles sereniTy AA grouP 

MTgs   are held at the Staples 
Assembly of  God Church 
on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings beginning at 7 
p.m. Masks required. For 
more info., 320-874-0979.

Mark Your 
Calendar

Reading is fun
Greyson Winter, who turns three  in April, enjoyed 

stopping by the Staples Public Library recently  to read 
books with his daycare provider, Deb Jordan of Staples. 
Jordan (along with  their parents) has helped three chil-
dren  in her care read  ‘1,000 Books Before Kindergar-
ten’ a free program offered at the library. As part of the 
program, upon reaching the 1,000-book goal, children 
receive a free book and stuffed animal, provided by the 
Friends of the Staples Public Library. 

Cathy Perish,  library manager,  is encouraging par-
ents and caregivers to participate in this program by sign-
ing up at  the  library, or online at www.griver.beanstack.
org, or on the free Beanstack Tracker app. To get started, 
stop by the library to get your child’s tracking booklet and 
a  free book bag. The Staples Public Library  is  located 
at 122 6th St. NE. For more information, call 218-894-
1401, or visit  them online at www.griver.org.  (Staples 
World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Race to the Library
This February, the Sta-

ples Public Library is chal-
lenging all students to see 
how many visits they can 
make to the library during 
February, ‘I Love to Read’ 
month. Each time a student 
visits, they get a sticker to 
put on a cutout car. Prizes 
will be given to participants. 
This event is sponsored by 
the Staples Friends of  the 
Library.

TumbleBook Library 
The Staples Public Li-

brary subscribes to Tum-
blebook Library. Get ac-
cess to animated, talking 
picture books, read-along 
chapter books, graphic 
novels, non-fiction stories 
and more. For more infor-
mation about e-books for 
e-kids, visit www.griver.
org/services/e-books

WiFi2Go
Those who have a cur-

rent Great River Regional 
Library account and are in 
good standing are eligible 
to borrow a mobile hotspot 

for up to seven days at se-
lect locations. These mobile 
hotspots are available on a 
first-come/first-served ba-
sis.

Beanstack Tracker 
app 

Download the free Bean-
stack Tracker app in you 
app store. Touch ‘Get Start-
ed’ and select “Yup!” when 
asked if  your library uses 
Beanstack. Type in “Great 
River Regional Library” 
and then touch “Sign up!”

Why Beanstack? Keep 
track of  your reading; earn 
online badges; get book rec-
ommendations; and make 
reading a habit.   

1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten 

The Great River Regional 
Library (GRRL) invites you 
to participate in this free 
program that encourages 
families and caregivers to 
read 1,000 books with their 
children before they en-
ter kindergarten. Reading 
aloud with children builds 

vocabulary and language 
skills. Research shows that 
children who enter kinder-
garten ready to read are 
more likely to be successful 
readers.  

To participate, sign up at 
the library, at griver.bean-
stack.org, or on the Bean-
stack Tracker app. Then, 
stop by the library to get 
your child’s tracking book-
let and free book bag. Priz-
es are given for each 100 
books read, with the final 
prize being a stuffed animal 
with a matching book. This 
program is sponsored by 
the Staples Friends of  the 
Library.

Library hours 
The Staples Public Li-

brary is located at 122 6th 
St. NE, Staples. Hours: Mon. 
10 a.m.-6 p.m., Tue. 2-8 p.m., 
Weds. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Thurs. 
2-8 p.m., Fri. 1-5 p.m., Sat. 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. For more infor-
mation contact the library 
at 218-894-1401.

Masks must be worn at 
all times at the library.

Programs and 
activities at Staples 
Public Library
February is ‘I Love to Read’ month

Thank 
you... 

for reading 

the 

Staples 
World
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Staples Area Church Directory
Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Associate Pastor Zach Jones
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Teen Youth/Adults Bible Study .......7-8 p.m.

First Congregational Church, 
UCC
firstcongouccstaples@gmail.com
204 5th St. NE, Staples ............. 218-894-2571
 Worship .........................................9:30 a.m.
 Fellowship, refreshments following service

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor: Carl Larson
Associate Pastor: Carleton Smee
 Sunday Worship Service................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296 
Pastor Fr. Gabriel Walz
Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Coordinator: 
Monica J. Simmons ...... 218-414-0081 cell/text
MASS:
 Thursday and Friday .....................8:30 a.m. .
 Saturday  ......................................5:00 p.m.
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Rev. Robin Collins
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School & Bible Class .......10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
Pastor Greg Leslie
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)
 Sunday School (for grades K-12 and adults)
  ........................................... 9:15-10:15 a.m.
 
Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Eric Clapp ..........................701-261-2394 (cell)
 Sunday Worship ............................8:15 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.
 
Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
Associate Pastor: Carleton Smee
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ..........................9:30 a.m.
 Pancake Breakfast ......................11:45 a.m.
 2nd Sunday, each month

Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
Community Life Pastor: Jim Brown
Associate Pastor/Youth Joe Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
Facebook Live .................................10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Praise & Prayer ............................6:30 p.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Charles Mallory, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ..............9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-7:30 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.

St. Michael
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
Pastor Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Tuesday .........................................6:30 p.m,
 Wednesday....................................8:30 a.m. .
 Saturday .......................................7:00 p.m.
 Sunday ........................................10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service................9:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson  
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Pastor Wayne Hoffert
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship .............. 10:45 a.m./6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
United Methodist Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Services ..........................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Heath Belknap, Pastor of Student Ministries
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.
Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
Childrens’ Pastor Kenneth Kjeldergaard
 SUNDAY
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
   Night Life Groups ......................6:30-8 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St. PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.
Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
Central United Methodist
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor Chuck Horsager, 218-639-4225
 Sunday Worship ......................... 9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School .......................... 10:30 a.m.

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 .. Open by arrangement

The Staples area Church Directory is sponsored by these businesses:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Mid-Central Federal 
Savings Bank

Fully Insured to $250,000
Staples, MN 218-894-3900

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Longbella Drug Store
"The Prescription Store"

2nd Ave., Staples • 218-894-2242
Motley and Pillager

Staples True Value
“Just Ask Rental”
Open 7 days a week.

Staples, MN 218-894-3263

“Church Sign Sayings”
Good or bad, your past will live on as long as you 

choose to recall it.
Do not ask GOD what He can do for you, but Ask GOD 

what you can do for Him.
GOD can open doors that no other man can, our doors 

are open to all come have a seat.
Faith is like a rubberband, it must be stretched
Try Praying Instead Of Texting
HUNTING FOR GOD’S GRACE? HUMILITY IS THE 

AMMUNITION, SEASON IS ALWAYS OPEN. 
JAMES 4:6WISE MEN STILL SEEK HIM
Looking For a Sign? Here it Is.
You may be the Hope someone finds today
Walk with Honor a Path throurth the Wilderness
Feel Puzzled? Is God Your Missing Peace?
IT’S HARD TO GET INTO SHAPE SPIRITUALLY IF 

YOU ONLY WORK OUT ON SUNDAY.
Pleasant words bring encouragement to the soul
LABOR FOR THE LORD INVESTMENT IS THEFT 

PROOF RETURNS ARE ETERNAL. MATTHEW 6:19-
An apology is the best way to have the last word 

HOPE = Hanging On Patiently Everyday  

Tired of your religion, try a relationship. Details inside
Jesus gives you a new life, when you trade in the old 

one
God Loves Us To the Moon and Back
Celebrate Today! God is with us wherever we go
Swallowing your pride won’t give you indigestion. 
Start your day with gratitude…. End your day with 

thanks.
Never get so busy making a living that you forget to 

make a life.
Today never happened before!
Let the Son shine in!
If you worry, it means you’re not sure God will get it 

right.
A true friend is the one who walks in when others walk 

out.
If the devil is knocking at your door, let Jesus answer it.
When you are willing, GOD is Able
If the devil is knocking at your door, let Jesus answer it.
Kindness is a language which the deaf can hear and 

the blind can see.
When we are crushed, our lights burn the brighest.

w
8c To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, call 218-894-1112 for Jan or email: 

jwinter@staplesworld.com. As usual continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

Check with your church to be 
up-to-date on 

service options. Many offer 
remote services. 

LeRoy and Doris 
Dumpprope

With love, Your Family

Happy 60th
Anniversary

Feb. 
20

w8c

Needing/Wanting a 
 Granite Memorial

 FOR YOUR FAMILY?
I can help!
Diane M. 
Hahn

27 years serving 
our area! 

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685 
or 218-640-2341

We are overwhelmed 
with gratitude for all 
the prayers, words 

and acts of kindness 
by so many people 
in our community 
at the loss of our 

son and grandson, 
Jonah Kletsch.

Our Faith, Family and 
Friends have given us 
unimaginable peace 

and comfort.

With our thanks and   
  God’s Blessings,
Joel and Jodi Kletsch
Stan and Jan Tyrrell

w8p

Births reported at Lakewood heaLth system hospitaL in sta-
pLes incLuded:

Born to Jimi Huber and Cade Smart of  Brainerd, a 
baby boy, Rilan Joseph weighing nine pounds, 11 ounces 
on February 8, 2021.

Born to Amy and Danny Cairns of  Pequot Lakes, a baby 
boy, Jameson Walter weighing seven pounds, three ounces 
on February 11, 2021.

Hello World

Leona Mae Wiebesick, 97, 
of  Verndale, passed away 
February 8, 2021.

Services will be held at 
11 a.m. on Sat., Feb. 20 at the 
Verndale Alliance Church. 
Visitation will be one hour 
prior to the service at the 
church. 

Leona was born in Oylen 
to Willis and Arvilla (Davi-
son) Chumley. 

She married Charles 
Wiebesick on May 16, 1943. 
They had four children of  
their own, but you could 
always count on having a 
neighbor kid at their house 
as well. Charles and Leona 
traveled to 38 states and 
Canada. Leona had many 
talents including writing 
beautiful poems and cro-
cheting many crafts. She 
was also interested in Gene-
alogy. 

Leona is survived by 
three sons, Eugene  and 

Darrell, both of  Golden 
Valley, and Al of  Colorado 
Springs, CO. 

She is preceded in death 
by her parents, husband 
and one daughter, Myrna 
Lee.

Arrangements are by 
the Brenny Family Funeral 
Chapel, Staples.
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Leona Wiebesick

Obituaries

Louise “Cookie” Marie 
Walz Borstad, 77, passed 
away February 2, 2021, at 
the St. Cloud Hospital in 
St. Cloud with her children 
by her side during her last 
days. She left this earth and 
met Jesus face-to-face to 
spend eternity in heaven.

Services will be held in 
the early summer in Detroit 
Lakes at a date to be deter-
mined.  

Louise was born in 1943 
to Norman and Katherine 
Walz in Detroit Lakes. She 
attended Holy Rosary Cath-
olic School and graduated 
from Detroit Lakes High 
School in 1961.

She g raduated from 
Moorhead State College 
in 1965 and married Hans 
Borstad, also from Detroit 
Lakes. Together they raised 
their family in Staples. 
After their divorce in the 
late 1980s, Louise moved 
to St. Cloud where she 
obtained her Masters in 
Arts degree from St. Cloud 
State University and split 
her time between Arizona 
and her beloved lake home 
on 3rd Crow Wing Lake in 
northern Minnesota where 
she felt blessed to be able to 
spend her summers.  

She became the English 
and Drama teacher at 
Nogales High School in 
No g ales,  Arizona.  She 
moved to the San Francisco 
Bay Area in 1995 and sur-
vived a bone marrow trans-
plant (for cutaneous T-cell 
lymphoma) at Stanford Uni-
versity in 1997.

She moved back to Minne-
sota permanently, retiring 
to 3rd Crow Wing, eventu-
ally settling in Annandale. 
She had many dear friends 
in that community and at 
the St. Ignatius Parish.

S h e  w i l l  a lw ay s  b e 
remembered by her loving 
smile, her love of  friends 
and family and her enjoy-
ment of  the simple plea-
sures of  life. She enjoyed 
traveling, reading, skiing, 

boating, parties, cooking 
for her friends, chocolate 
goodies with extra whipped 
cream on top and shower-
ing those around her with 

“hearts, flowers and pres-
ents.”

Louise is survived by 
two daughters, Sandy Bors-
tad (Bill) Alter of  Tucson, 
AZ and DeeDee Borstad 
of  Barnum; one son, Greg 
(Stacy) Borstad of  Wilming-
ton, NC; six grandchildren, 
whom she dearly loved, 
Cody Luchs, Jessica Bors-
tad, Grant Alter, Gwen Alter, 
Alexa Borstad, Jacob Bors-
tad and Taylor Borstad; two 
sisters, Mary Kay (Vern) 
Isaacson of  Pelican Rapids 
and Pauline (John) Morris 
of  Fountain Hills, AZ; three 
brothers, Frank (Alice) 
Walz  of  Andover,  Tom 
(Betty) Walz of  Forest Lake, 
and Bill (Cindi) Walz of  La 
Quinta, CA; many, many, 
beloved nieces and nephews 
and her best friends, Keith, 
Donna, Deb and Michael, in 
Annandale.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents; one sister, 
Margaret (Don) Wallace 
of  Frazee; and an infant 
brother, John.

The family is asking 
for donations in her name 
to be made to the Leuke-
mia & Lymphoma Society 
at https://donate.lls.org. 
Blessings to all. Love, Lou-
ise’s family.
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Louise Borstad

Randy W. Jenkins passed 
away peacefully at his home 
in Motley on February 9, 
2021, two days before his 
72nd birthday.  

Randy was united in mar-
riage to Sandra Hanson on 
December 17, 1966. Their 
marriage was blessed with 
two children, Randy (Karla) 
and Deanne (Troy). They 
made their home in Motley 
where Randy was a truck 
driver until his retirement 
in 2017 due to health reasons. 
He will be dearly missed by 
family and friends.

Randy is survived by his wife, Sandy; one son, Randy 
(Karla) of  Motley; one daughter, Annie (Troy) of  Brain-
erd; six grandchildren, Jacob, Anthony, Nikki, Jordon, 
Michaela and Tori; three great-grandchildren, Jackson, 
Jennessa and Immanual; two sisters, Linda (Gary) Duncan, 
Ottertail and Brenda (Richard) DeLeon, Motley and many 
other relatives and friends. 

Preceding Randy in death are his parents, LaVern 
and Hulda Jenkins; one sister, Vicky; father-in-law, Herb 
Hanson and brother-in-law, Harlin Hanson. 

Visit www.karvonenfuneralhome.com to leave memori-
als and condolences on Randy’s Tribute Wall.  

Arrangements are by Karvonen Funeral & Cremation 
Service of  Wadena, Minnesota.
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Randy Jenkins

Student Achievements

northwest technicaL coL-
Lege, Bemidji has announced 
its Dean’s List. To qualify, 
students must be enrolled 
for at least 12 credits and 
earn a minimum of  a 3.5 
grade point average during 
the semester. Local students 
named include:

o Sawyer Kallroos, Pil-
lager

o Del Eckman, Staples

st. cLoud state univer-
sity has announced its 2020 
Fall Semester Dean’s List. 
To qualify, students must 
earn a grade point average 
of  3.75 or higher. Local stu-
dents named include:

o Krystal Yoder, Motley
o Jacob Siefkes, Pillager
o Jamie Smith, Pillager
o Sarah Marte, Staples.

DEADLINE
for all classified 
ads and copy is 

12 noon Friday

For the
Staples World
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Isaiah Schultz tosses a pass to Adam 
Oberlander, who turned it into a score 

against Detroit Lakes. (Staples World 
photos by Mark Anderson)

Pick and roll accomplished

Pictured, Allison Knosalla, Aften 
Robinson and Lauren Rutten surround 
a player who dared to go into the lane 

against them. (Staples World photos by 
Mark Anderson)

Swarming defense

Haley Cichos breaks free for a layup.

All the way to the basket

Max Strickland spent most of the DL game keeping 
a bigger player out of the lane. Here he reaches out for a 
rebound after doing the hard work under the basket.

Hustle plays

Kyanna Burton stops a drive.

Hand up

It would be difficult for 
anyone but the most iso-
lated hermit to be unaware 
of  the damage that has been 
done over the past year by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The toll has been staggering 
in deaths, long-term health 
impairment, lost jobs, busi-
ness failures, disruption 
to education, and social 
i s o l at i o n . 
I t ’ s  prob-
able  that 
t h e  p a n -
demic and 
its effects 
present the 
most wide-
spread dis-
ruption of  
human life 
s h o r t  o f  
actual war-
f a re  t h at 
a n y o n e 
who is alive 
today has 
seen; more 
than the polio epidemic of  
the mid-20th century, or the 
so-called Spanish flu follow-
ing World War I.

Progress has been made 
in developing and deploy-
ing vaccines, but the pace 
at which Americans are 
being vaccinated and the 
evolution of  new strains of  
the deadly virus continue to 
give medical experts and the 
average citizen reasons to 
be anxious. It’s hard under 
these circumstances to be 
one of  those optimists who 
thinks life’s glass is half  
full, rather than half  empty. 
It can be tough at times to 
believe that this dark cloud 
hanging over our world has 
a silver lining. 

One hint of  a silver 
lining in this year of  dis-
tancing, loss of  socializing 
opportunities, and can-
celled activities, has been a 
closer embrace of  activities 
in the out-of-doors. That’s 
saying something in a state 
that has few equals in out-
door-mindedness. Recent 
evidence was an announce-
ment by Lund Boats, the 
iconic watercraft manu-
facturer in New York Mills, 
Minnesota, that it has hired 
more than 100 new employ-
ees, and intends to hire 
more.

While this is undeniably 
an employment lifeline for 
some who are unemployed 
or under-employed, it also 
speaks to an upsurge in 
demand for fishing boats 
and other watercraft, as its 
president recently revealed. 
Lund manufacturers not 
only its own line of  boats, 
but also the Crestliner 
brand, which had a decades-
long presence as an inde-
pendent manufacturer in 
Little Falls, Minnesota. 

It might seem contradic-
tory that more boats would 
be purchased in the middle 
of  a pandemic that has 
harmed many businesses 
and individuals financially. 
But being outdoors and on 
the water with family or a 
fishing buddy is one of  the 
safer ways to spend one’s 
recreational time. Obvi-
ously, many have continued 
to have the means, or have 
reordered spending priori-
ties, in order to make their 
on-the-water dreams a real-
ity.

Parallel evidence of  a 

blooming preoccupation 
with the outdoors has been 
reported since late spring 
and early summer, in statis-
tics on fishing license sales 
reported by the Minnesota 
Department of  Natural 
Resources (DNR). Individ-
ual fishing license sales in 
2020 were the highest in 
more than 20 years. 

Especially encouraging 
was the increase in youth 
fishing licenses, which were 
up more than 30 percent 
from 2019. With the DNR’s 
emphasis on recruitment 
of  youth anglers and hunt-
ers, this was especially good 
news. The pandemic-cur-
tailed spring school sports 
seasons, coupled with can-
cellation of  some summer 
recreation opportunities, 
may have been the moti-
vator that influenced this 
welcome uptick in youth 
angling interest.

Trail use by hikers and 
cyclists also set records, 
based on data from the DNR 
and Minnesota Depart-
ment of  Transportation. In 
mid-March of  2020, when 
restrictions on gathering 
were put in place and bars 
and restaurants were closed, 
recorded trail use immedi-
ately jumped 35%. A week 
later when Governor Walz 
issue a stay-close-to-home 
order, trail use surged by 
more than 70%. High trail 
use by hikers and cyclists 
continued throughout the 
summer and fall. 

When winter arrived, the 
same demand for outdoor 
recreational options during 
these pandemic times con-
tinued, expressed in higher 

activity on cross-country 
ski trails. This has not only 
been the case in Minnesota 
where good conditions have 
prevailed. Reports from 
across the country reveal 
the same, from the moun-
tain West, to upper New 
York State, from the Appala-
chian high country to New 
England. 

Some of  the social ele-
ments have been restricted 
due to pandemic concerns, 
such as closed ski trail cen-
ters and warming shelters 
that are usually available at 
some of  the more popular 
and developed trail areas. 
But this hasn’t diminished 
interest. Perhaps the arc-
tic-like conditions of  the 
past 10 days have tempo-
rarily dimmed enthusiasm. 
But that will come to an end 
as March approaches, and 
ski trails will in all proba-
bility resume their pandem-
ic-primed busyness.

What might be the upshot 
of  all this time spent in the 
out-of-doors, particularly 
among the new or less fre-
quent users? Perhaps it will 
reveal and reinforce just 
how important is the wealth 
of  opportunities, the places 
where we fish, the woods 
and wetlands where we 
hunt, and the scenic trails 
and parks that let us shed 
city ways for a glimpse of  
things more natural and 
wild. Appreciation is the 
first step to preservation. 
This may be that wisp of  
silver lining in a dark cloud 
that has hovered over us for 
too long. 

In search of a pandemic silver lining

- o - 
Inside the 
Outdoors

Mike Rahn
- o - 

The Staples-Motley boys 
basketball team is showing 
they are competitive with 
area teams, but only have 
one win on the season, with 
nine losses. In two games 
against Frazee and Detroit 
Lakes, the Cardinals ended 
up on the short end of  scor-
ing runs and had to play 
from behind in the second 
half.

Against Frazee,  Max 
Strickland scored seven 
points in the first half  to 
keep the team in the game, 
as they were down 22-26 
at halftime. Isaiah Schultz 
stepped up in the second 
half  with 11 points, but 
Frazee also increased their 
scoring to stay ahead.

Against Detroit Lakes, 
the Cardinals started out 
strong, taking a 14-9 lead 
early on, but a 10-0 DL run 
late in the half  put them 
behind for the rest of  the 
game. Adam Oberlander 
took advantage of  good 
offensive movement by the 
Cardinals, finding himself  
open and knocking down 
shots. He scored 11 points 
in each half. Schultz was 
hitting from the three point 
line in the first half  with 
three long range shots. But 
DL kept pace with balanced 
scoring, ending with four 
players in double figures 
while Staples-Motley had a 

total of  four players in the 
scoring column.

Team results
Staples-Motley 60, Frazee 

68
Scoring: Adam Oberlander 

14, Sivert Klefsaas 13, Max 

Strickland 11, Isaiah Schultz 
11, Chandler Braith 6, Dakota 
Hennigar 5

Staples-Motley 48, Detroit 
Lakes 68

Scoring: Oberlander 22, 
Schultz 16, Klefsaas 8, Braith 2

Competitive losses

T h e  S t a p l e s - M o t l e y 
girls basketball team had 
a short defensive lapse to 
fall behind in a close game 
against Park Rapids on Feb. 
8, and ended up with a 77-62 
loss. The Cardinals also lost 
73-42 against Detroit Lakes 
on Feb. 12.

Against Park Rapids,the 
Cardinals never led but 
were close until late in the 
second half. Ashley Robben 
scored on a fast break right 
before the halftime buzzer 
to bring the Cardinals 
within four.

The teams traded scores 
for most of  the second 
half, but in rapid succes-
sion, Park Rapids scored 
two three pointers and two 
inside baskets for a quick 
10-0 run, and Staples-Motley 
could only get back within 
10 points once again.

“We played well offen-
sively to score 60 plus 
points. Defensively, we gave 
up too many baskets on 
their high screen, pick and 

roll. They beat us tonight 
by using basic, fundamen-
tal basketball. Players who 
set great screens, then roll 
to the basket, are routinely 
your highest scorers,” said 
Coach Bruce Fuhrman.

Park Rapids had eight 
different players scoring 

around 10 points each.

Team results
Staples-Motley 62, Park 

Rapids 77
Scoring: Tabetha Allen 

16, Lauren Rutten 14, Haley 
Cichos 11, Aften Robinson 10, 
Alli Olander 5, Ashley Robben 3, 
Allison Knosalla 3 

Close game turns after 
second half run
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• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 
DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTO

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/internet. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.

cl
25

tfc

PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
9-

12
c

cl
32

tfc

Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
39

tfc

Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts

Small Engine Repair

218-894-1080
Staples Ace Hardware
Sales-Service-Repair

Authorized.....
Stihl, MTD, Murray, Scag, 
Briggs & Stratton, Poulan

SW
 2

02
1 

ch
an

ge
d 
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#
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

classif. weekly folder on public: 2021 SD changed wk#6   6X11.5”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 

Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

Mixed
Firewood

By the bundle 
or by the truckload.

8 foot lengths 
or processed

Enberg
Logging

Motley, MN  56466

218-352-6175

Sportsmans 
Plumbing-Heating-A/C, LLC

Clayton Hageman
218-831-8720

24 Hour Emergency Service

205 Warner Rd • 218.894.3263

SERVICING ALL BRANDS
Sharpen Mower Blades  
Sharpen Saw Chains,  

Small Engine Repair + more 
SERVICE HOURS

Mon - Fri,  
8am to 4pm

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

27193  R6-20

Bob Mueller, FIC, RICP®

Financial Associate
209 4th St NE
PO Box 163
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

 ServiceS & 
employment

205
Help Wanted

PART-TIME CASHIER: 
30-35 hrs. every 2 weeks. 
Must be 21-years-old. Don & 
Dave's Store, 218-894-2014.  
 7-9p

TODD COUNTY EM-
P L OY M E N T  O P P O R -
TUNITIES: Todd County 
Public Works is looking 
for reliable, service ori-
ented individuals to serve 
the citizens of  Todd Coun-
ty in a full-time capacity 
for the following positions: 
*Resource Conservation-
ist,*  *Land Use Planner.* 
To learn more about these 
openings and how to apply 
visit the official Todd Coun-
ty website at https://www.
co.todd.mn.us or https://
www.governmentjobs.
com/careers/cotoddmn. 
Questions can be directed 
to Todd County Administra-
tion, 320-732-6155.  8c

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day ser-
vice, Staples True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263. 
 26tfc

real eState
602

Apartments 
for Rent

STAPLES: Downtown, 
1 - 2 bdrm., recently remod-
eled, NO pets, non smok-
ing, 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT: Quiet, 2 
bdrm., great location. Wel-
come, 218-296-2713. 7tfc

607
Houses for Sale
ONE BDRM. for sale by 

owner, 603 7th St. SE, Sta-
ples, $54,500. 218-296-1535. 
 8-10p

STAPLES:  Upper and 
lower 2 bdrm. duplexes, 
detached garage, large lot, 
$89,500. 218-639-2558.     8-10p 

Certified Nursing Assistants 
We are in search for someone who is looking 

for a rewarding job in the Nursing field. 
Evening and Night shifts now available for CNAs. 

Must be a TEAM player and possess a special interest in 
working with Long Term Care residents, families and visitors.

CTCCC offers a wide variety of benefits 
and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Contact Amanda Rickbeil, arickbeil@ctcccinc.com 
or call 218-756-3636 ext. 12 

Pick up an application in the Business Office, 
Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

or after hours at the Nurse’s Station. 
Central todd County Care Center is loCated in Clarissa, Mn.

cl39tfc

Apartments for Rent
Staples Northside Apartments

936 6th Street

Smoke Free, Pet Friendly w/restrictions
Water, garbage included 

Rental Assistance Available
Van Binsbergen & Associates, Inc.

320-269-6640 ext 23
www.vanbllc.com cl50c

Assessment / Program
Specialist

 
Freshwater Education District is seeking an assessment/
program specialist. The position will be a combination 

of completing assessments, scoring, writing reports, 
and assisting staff with due process requests, 

programming, and overall education district projects. 
A MN Special Education licensure is required and at 
least three years of teaching experience is preferred. 

The position will be a 200 day contract. 
-- Application deadline: Noon on March 12, 2021 

Send Letter of Application, 
Resume’ and 3 Letters of References to:

Lori Murdock, Director of Special Education
Freshwater Education District

2222 Industrial Drive, Wadena, MN  56482
218.631.3505, ext. 1042

 lmurdock@fed.k12.mn.us

2 col.X3.5” = $200.90 (2 weeks)
Classified display to run in the Staples World 
Weds., Feb. 17 and Weds. Feb. 24 and online.

cl
8-

9c
 PM/evening shift. Must be able to stand for extended 

periods of time; background check is required.
Benefits include insurance, vacation and sick leave.

Applications may be submitted to: 
District Office, 905 4th St. NE, Staples     

EOE /E cl8-9c

HELP WANTED: Staples-Motley School 
is taking applications for a Full Time 
Custodian at the Middle/High School

Staples World4b Thursday, October 22, 2009

Please mail completed form and payment to:
Staples World, Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______ 

Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $7.25 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $16.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______
 Add $3 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED _______
 indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized

 Add $10 for Blind Box _______
 TOTAL enclosed _______ 

“Card of Thanks” and “In Memoriam” are 20¢ per word with 
no minimum. Number of words ____ x 20¢ = _______ 
 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors 

brought to our attention after the second 
publication. We are not responsible for errors due 

to illegible copy or missing punctuation. 

Name ____________________ Phone ______________

Address  ______________________________________

City ___________________ State ____  Zip _________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

Classifications

Place your Classified Ad 
for only $725/wk.

Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat Sunday in the

taples orldS W

S
u
n
d
a
y

Both publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DEADLINE:  5 p.m. Monday

The publishers liability for errors in an advertisement or for failure to 
publish the ad shall be limited to publishing the ad in a subsequent issue 
or for the refund of any monies paid for an ad not run (and out of date for 
subsequent issues) providing the advertiser reports the error or omission 
immediately after it occurs.

All advertising copy is subject to the approval of the general manager. 
We will not accept ads from anyone with a past due account.

Regarding sex or age preference in help wanted advertising in accor-
dance with the rules adopted by the Civil Rights Commission, the Staples 
World, Sunday Square Shooter and Heartland Market cannot accept help 
wanted advertising copy which in any way expresses a sex or age prefer-
ence on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement unless the 
advertiser files an affidavit with the newspaper justifying the sex or age 
preference on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement.

All real estate and rental advertising in these publications is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which made it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin or any intention to make any such preference limi-
tation or discrimination.” These publications will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate or rental which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

The Fine Print

lassifiedsC
NOTICES

101

Card of Thanks
We wish to thank all 

who made our 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary so mem-
orable. Special thanks 
to Father Scott for his 
prayers and blessing. To 
all of  our children, grand-
children,  g reat -g rand-
children and our friends 
for their cards and phone 
calls. God bless all of  you.
 Ken and Kathy 
 Richardson
 41p

103
Lost and Found

FOUND: after Firearm 
Safety Field Day, Oct. 10, 
black/grey fur bomber hat 
and camo shooting gloves, 
green wool gloves, black 
gloves/grey trim, pair of  
prescription glasses/dark 
frame. To pick up call Ham-
bergs Auto Repair at 218-
894-2255. All items will be 
donated after Oct. 31. 41x

106
Personals

WANTED: Female com-
panion, active, sense of  hu-
mor, likes sports, movies, 
dining out. Write and in-
clude phone #, P.O. Box 72, 
Staples, MN 56479. If  you 
have responded–Send 
again, as the Post Offi ce 
forgot to put a name on 
box No. 72.  34-43p

49 yr.  old Brainerd 
man, looking for 35-50 yr. 
old woman. 218-838-4110.
 41-43p

SERVICES & 
EMPLOYMENT

202
Childcare 
Providers

KIDS KOUNTRY KAS-
TLE now has infant, tod-
dler and pre-school open-
ings. A lot of  pre-school 
activities scheduled indoor 
and outside, 27 years of  ex-
perience, training includ-
ing CPR and First Aid. On 
PCI food program and have 
a daily assistant. This is a 
loving, nurturing environ-
ment located in the safety 
and security of  the coun-
try. Call Deb at 218-894-2103.
 40-43p

N E W  DAY  C A R E 
NOW OPEN - BUSY BEE 
CHILD CARE: Calm, fun, 
loving home close to 3M in 
Staples. Nutritious meals 
(including homemade baby 
food), have structured and 
free play that focuses on 
their development. All ages 
welcome. Call Susannah @ 
218-296-1752. 41-44p

205
Help Wanted

MYSTERY SHOPPERS 
Earn up to $100/day. Under-
cover shoppers needed, to 
judge retail and dining es-
tablishments. Experience 
not required. 888-727-0603.
 40-43p

WANTED:  Good par-
ents who want to become 
even better parents. Join 
us at our free Circle of  Par-
ents group each Monday 
evening, from 6:30-8 p.m. 
in the Staples Elementary 
School Library. Free child-
care. For more information, 
call Bob at 218-640-7035. 41p

The Wadena County 
Highway Department is 
taking applications to cre-
ate an eligibility list for 
possible future hiring of  
individuals to fill Main-
tenance Worker III posi-
tions in the Maintenance 
Division. This is a FT per-
manent position within 
the department. The pri-
mary role of  this position 
is to safely perform gener-
al road and bridge mainte-
nance activities in variable 
work environments. Gen-
eral maintenance activi-
ties shall include but not 
be limited to truck driv-
ing for snow removal and 
ice control, crack sealing, 
crack and pothole filling, 
roadside vegetation con-
trol, gravel shouldering, 
road re-graveling, culvert 
installation, sign main-
tenance light and heavy 
equipment operation, as-
sisting in routine servic-
ing and maintenance of  
equipment and trucks, 
and working with hand 
and shop tools. Qualifi ca-
tions: The requirements 
for this position are: High 
school diploma - CDL driv-
er license. Compensation: 
this position is a Grade 51 
with a pay range of  $13.24 - 
$19.04 per hour. The actual 
pay will be dependant on 
the individual’s skills and 
experience. Applications 
can be obtained and re-
turned to the County Af-
firmative Action Officer 
located in the Auditor’s Of-
fi ce of  the Wadena County 
Courthouse, 415 S. Jeffer-
son Street, Wadena, MN 
56482. hone: 218-631-7650. 
Applications must be re-
ceived by 4 p.m. on Fri-
day, October 30, 2009. 
 39-42c

207
Equipment for 

Rent

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

 Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day 
service, Miller True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
 38tfc

ACE IN THE HOLE 
S T U M P  G R I N D I N G. 
Clean up available. Call 
mark Kobliska for free esti-
mates. 218-820-3809, fully 
insured and satisfaction 
guaranteed.  37-42p                                    

HANDYMAN WORK: 
Snowplowing, landscaping, 
skidloader work, stump 
and brush removal and 
carpentry work.218-296-
2213, Matt. 39-44p

 FOR SALE
301

Good Things to 
Eat

PUMPKINS $2/each. 
218-894-3207. 40-42p

303
Hay, Feed, Seed

O C T O B E R  S P E -
C I A L S  a t  B J E RG A 
FEED STORES in Brain-
erd, Motley, Pine River 
and Little Falls. 10% dis-
count on all Silver Star, 
gates, panels and bale 
feeders during October.
 39-41c

50 sq bales (2nd cutting) 
alfalfa, $4. 100 bales mixed 
alfalfa/oats for horses $3. 
ALSO: Lorentz mixer mill 
$1,000. 218-894-1298. 39-42p

5x5 round bales grass/
alfalfa, $40/bale ALSO: 
small sq bales grass/hay 
and straw. 218-575-2899. 
 39-41p

Wheat and Rye straw in 
big round bales. 218-270-
0289. 40-42p

Oats straw, small bales, 
stored inside. $2.40/bale. 
Gerald Lenk, 218-894-1682. 
 40-42p

Briggs Hard Red Spring 
Wheat, approx.  180-200 bu.; 
ALSO:  2-machinist tables. 
Feeder pigs. Eggs, $1.50/
doz. 218-894-1145. 40-42p

304
Livestock

DD RANCH - Leader 
AQHA Palomino stallion, 
book now for 2010 and save 
$! Boarding, training, les-
sons (trail/arena). Horses/
saddles for sale/trade? 218-
839-0856. 38-40p

Six cows, 2 heifers, open 
red/black Angus cross. 
Healthy, hefty all natural, 
calm. 218-397-2525. 39-41p

306
Sporting Goods

300 Windchester Magum 
Model 70/scope, like new, 
$650. 218-352-6618. 41p

307
Household

Scratch and dent ap-
pliances. Energy star ap-
pliances. ComfortZone 
infared heaters. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall. 320-749-2736.       41-43p

309
Miscellaneous
TREE-RIPENED AP-

PLES - SPRAY FREE 5 va-
rieties including Honey 
Crisp, pies, jellies and cara-
mel apples. Carmel Apple 
Orchard, 26144 State 210, 
2.7 mi. west of  Staples. 12-6 
p.m. daily. 38-41p

Simplicity walk behind 
snowthrowers. No pay-
ments until Feb. 15, 2011 
to qualified buyers. Used 
snowthrowers. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall, 320-749-2736. 41-43p

VEHICLES
401

Automobiles
1996 Merc. Sable, 240,000 

mi., runs great despite a 
few nicks. First $500 takes. 
218-575-2845. 40-42x

2002, Chevy Venture, 
runs good,  new tires, 
$4,000/BO. 218-894-0143. 
 41-43p

402
Trucks/Vans

1995 S-Blazer, 4x4, 4dr, 
$1,495; 1988 F150, 2wd, $895; 
1985 Ranger, 4x4, $695. 218-
894-3487, dealer. 41p

Solid Waste Lead Supervisor Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Lead Supervisor position.
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, ability 
to work well with others in a supervisory capacity as well as be able 
to meet the public in a friendly and professional manner, must have a 
valid Commercial Driver’s License, must have a minimum of two years 
of computer experience involving Microsoft Word and Microsoft Excel, 
must have the ability to quickly comprehend new computer software as 
needed. Must be able to handle accounts payable and accounts receivable 
for Transfer Station/Demolition Landll, must do the billing for the 
MSW Haulers/PRRF, must handle all bookkeeping for Transfer Station/
Demolition Landll, must handle all special assessments for Solid Waste, 
must handle all spreadsheet maintenance. Must have the ability to obtain 
Household Hazardous Waste certication within 6 months, must have 
the ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from the MN Pollution 
Control Agency, must be physically able to lift a minimum of 50 pounds, 
and have the physical capability to withstand manual labor tasks for 
extended periods of time. 
 Position status: non-union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours 
per week, Grade 51, Step 1, $13.24 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482.  Telephone number: (218) 631-7650.
Resumes will be considered only if accompanied 

by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Monuments
contact

Diane M. Hahn
Verndale, MN
218-445-5685 

cell 218-640-2341

Black granite on SALE!
Fergus Falls

Monument Company

cl32tfc
Avoid

Event Conflicts
Check the Events 
Calendar online at 

www.staplesworld.com
 Submit events to
 dtimbs@staplesworld.com

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS
Central Todd County Care Center,

in Clarissa, MN
has openings for Day, Evening & Night CNA 

Applicants must be 16 years of age or older and 
have CNA certication or be participating in CNA training.

CTCCC offers a wide variety of benets and 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

 May apply in the business ofce or pick up an 
application after ofce hours at the nurses’ station.
If you are interested in becoming part of our team, 

please call (218) 756-3636.
cl40-41c

Solid Waste Attendant Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Attendant. 
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, 2 
consecutive years experience as a heavy equipment operator within the 
last 4 years, Class A CDL, computer experience involving Microsoft 
Word and Microsoft Excel, ability to comprehend new computer 
software as needed, ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from 
the MN Pollution Control Agency, physically able to lift a minimum of 
50 pounds, ability to work well with the public and others. 
 Preferred qualications: knowledgeable in repair of small engines, 
some carpentry experience, some welding experience, good working 
knowledge of pumps and pump maintenance is also preferred. 
 Position status: Union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours per 
week; Grade 49, Step 1, $10.98 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482. Telephone number: (218) 631-7650. 
Resumes will be considered only if 

accompanied by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Long-Term Substitute 
K-6 Elementary Instructor
The Verndale Public School has an opening for a 

Long Term Substitute K-6 Elementary Instructor. This position 
requires a current MN Department of Ed. teaching license. 

Applications are available on the Verndale School website 
http.//www.verndale.k12.mn.us/ or in the District office.

Interested individuals are to submit a letter of application, resumé, 
copy of MN teaching license and college credentials to:

Superintendent Paul Brownlow
Verndale Public School, 411 SW Brown Street, 
Verndale, MN 56481. Phone: 218-445-5184.

POSITION WILL BE OPEN UNTIL FILLED. 
Application deadline is Friday, October 30, 2009
“Verndale Public School is an Equal Opportunity Employer”

cl40-41c

Y O U R  H O M E  F O R  H E A L T H C A R E

Lakewood Health System 
is seeking candidates for the following positions: 

TENANT CARE COORDINATOR- RN
Assisted Living- Lakewood Pines/ Manor
FT; 64 hours/ pay period
Primarily day shifts; weekends involved
Current MN RN Licensure required
Candidates with previous experience preferred
Deadline:  October 27, 2009

RESPIRATORY THERAPIST
FT; 80 hours/ pay period
Variable hours and shifts; Possible weekends
CRT OR RRT credentials required
BLS/ ACLS required
Deadline:  November 2, 2009

As a growing health care system, we offer our employees 
a positive work environment, competitive pay and benefits. 

Please visit our web site at:
 www.lakewoodhealthsystem.com for details and to apply on-line.

AA/EOE

cl
42

c

THINKING ABOUT BUYING A 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
The Staples World and the 
Federal Trade Commisssion, the 
nation’s consumer protection 
agency, say investigate before 
you invest. Visit ftc.gov/bizopps 
to learn how to tell a real deal 
from a raw deal.

Miller True Value

Open 7 Days
Staples, MN   218-894-3263

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

FOR RENT

For all your paint and
wall covering needs.

Open
M-F, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m. - Noon    

CALL FOR FREE 
ESTIMATES

218-894-1551
Hwy. 10 West
Staples, MN

See US for ALL your 
carpeting needs.

JAPKE
DECORATING
Painting and Paper Hanging

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL 
218-296-5031

Under new ownership

We are accepting 
applications for 2 and 3 
bedroom townhomes in 
Staples, a community 

you can get attached to. 
Rent based on income. 

Now professionally 
managed by

Income guidelines apply.

DEADLINE
for all classified 
ads and copy is 

12 noon Friday

For the
Staples World

Subscribe
Staples World 

newspaper 
subscription

 rates, one year:

Local: $41
(Todd, Wadena, 
Morrison, Cass 

counties)

Minnesota: 
$46.

Out-of-State: 
$51.

Foreign: 
$61.

Student 
Rate: $31 
per school 

year, in-state 
(Sept.-April)

On-Line: $37
Print with 

on-line: $65

P.O. Box 100
224 4th St. NE

Staples, MN  56479
218-894-1112

www.staplesworld.com
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Todd County Commissioners Minutes

MINUTES OF THE 
TODD COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS 

Dec. 29, 2020

Call to Order
The Todd County Board 

of  Commissioners met in 
the Commissioner’s Board 
Room in the City of  Long 
Prairie, MN on the 29th 
day of  December, 2020 at 
9:00 a.m. The meeting was 
called to order by Chairper-
son Kircher. The meeting 
was opened with the Pledge 
of  Allegiance. All Commis-
sioners were present.

Approval of Agenda
On motion by Neumann 

and seconded by Becker, the 
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To approve the 
agenda as presented with 
the removal of  item 12.8 
Changes to Group Health 
Insurance Contributions 
and addition of  12.0 HHS 
Withdrawal from MN Merit 
System.

Consent Agenda
On motion by Kneisl and 

seconded by Neumann, the 
following motions were in-
troduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:

To approve the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioner’s Meeting Minutes 
for December 15, 2020 as 
presented.

To approve a One-Year 
On & Off  Sale 3.2 Malt Li-
quor License for Don & 
Dave’s Store at the address 
of  26762 County 26, Brower-
ville, MN in Moran Town-
ship effective January 1, 
2021 through December 31, 
2021.

Auditor-Treasurer
On motion by Kneisl and 

seconded by Neumann, the 
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous Roll Call vote: To 
approve the Commissioner 
Warrants number (ACH) 
400979 through 401003 in 
the amount of  $41,849.02 
and (Regular) 54271 through 
54343 in the amount of  
$267,944.38 for a total of  
$309,793.40.

On motion by Erickson 
and seconded by Becker, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous Roll Call vote: 
To approve the Health & Hu-
man Services Commission-
er Warrants number (ACH) 
801284 through 801298 and 
(Regular) 707401 through 
707430 for a total amount of  

$59,879.15.
On motion by Neumann 

and seconded by Kneisl, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous Roll Call vote: 
To approve the Health 
& Human Services SSIS 
Warrants number (ACH) 
600317 through 600320 and 
(Regular) 516126 through 
516142 for a total amount of  
$70,465.54.

On motion by Erickson 
and seconded by Kneisl, the 
following resolution was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:
TRANSFER OF FUNDS - 
CARES ACT CRF FUNDS

WHEREAS, Todd Coun-
ty received $3,000,085 on 
July 31, 2020 via the Federal 
CARES Act CRF (Coronavi-
rus Relief  Funds) and;

WHEREAS, Todd Coun-
ty has used/expensed all of  
these funds within the allot-
ted timeframe indicated in 
the federal guidance terms 
and;

WHEREAS, Todd Coun-
ty departments incurred 
qualifying expenses via the 
Federal CARES Act CRF 
which were not able to be 
expensed directly to Fund 
19-CARES and now neces-
sitate realignment to the 
County Departments that 
incurred the initial eligible 
expense.

NOW, THEREFORE BE 
IT RESOLVED, that the 
Todd County Board of  Com-
missioners hereby autho-
rize the transfer of  funds 
in the amount $573,852.46 
from Fund 19-CARES to 
Fund 01-General  Fund 
$361,298.20, Fund 03-Public 
Works $874.67, Fund 21-Pub-
lic Health $181,475.89, Fund 
37-Building Improvement 
$5,904.74, Fund 51-Solid 
Waste $18,504.11 and Fund 
75 -Community  Cor rec-
tions $5,794.85 to finalize 
the realignment of  eligible 
CARES Act CRF expenses 
to the County Departments.

On motion by Erickson 
and seconded by Becker, the 
following resolution was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:

TRANSFER OF FUNDS 
- 2020 TODD COUNTY 

EXPO BUILDING 
RENOVATION PROJECT

WHEREAS,  the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners approve the 2020 
Todd County Expo Build-
ing Renovation Project for 
$708,454 via BA #20200317-

18 with a funding plan to 
source monies from Fund 
01-General Revenue/Bldg 
Improvement Fund, and;

WHEREAS,  the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners authorized the 
transfer of  funds via BA 
#20200407-09 in the amount 
$708,454 from Fund 01-Gen-
eral  Revenue to  Fund 
37-Building Construction 
to cover the expenses of  the 
project, and;

WHEREAS,  the 2020 
Todd County Expo Build-
ing Renovation Project has 
been completed and expens-
es have been tallied in the 
amount of  $799,688.58, and;

WHEREAS, the differ-
ence of  $91,235.58 is being 
requested to be provided by 
Fund 01-General Revenue/
Bldg Improvement Fund 
to complete this project’s 
funding needs and zero out 
the balance on the books of  
Fund 37-Bldg Construction.

NOW, THEREFORE BE 
IT RESOLVED, that the 
Todd County Board of  Com-
missioners hereby autho-
rize the transfer of  funds in 
the amount $91,235.58 from 
Fund 01-General Revenue/
Bldg Improvement Fund 
to Fund 37-Bldg Construc-
tion for reimbursement of  
the overage of  expenses 
incurred for the 2020 Todd 
County Expo Building Ren-
ovation Project.

On motion by Neumann 
and seconded by Becker, the 
following resolution was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:

COMMIT FUND 
BALANCE FOR FUTURE 
RETIREES’ SEVERANCE 

FUND
WHEREAS, beginning 

in FY 2020, the Finance 
Committee recommended 
taking a proactive budget 
approach for future retire-
ment severances within 
Fund 01-General Revenue, 
and;

WHEREAS, there were 
no significant financial im-
pacts realized due to retire-
ment within Fund 01-Gener-
al Revenue during FY 2020, 
and;

WHEREAS, the balance 
of  $50,000 remains within 
this account as of  Decem-
ber 29, 2020 and the Finance 
Committee recommends 
that this balance be utilized 
to establish a Committed 
Fund Balance account for 
future retirement severanc-
es to be reevaluated on an 

annual basis for transpar-
ent financial reporting.

NOW, THEREFORE 
BE IT RESOLVED, that 
the Todd County Board of  
Commissioners hereby au-
thorize the County Audi-
tor/Treasurer to create a 
Committed Fund Balance 
account in Fund 01-Gener-
al Revenue with a balance 
of  $50,000 to track the fund-
ing plan for the Committed 
Fund Balance for Future Re-
tirees’ Severance Fund.

Public Works
On motion by Kneisl and 

seconded by Erickson, the 
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To approve the 
2020 Budget Rollover Re-
quest for Retiree Severance 
within Road and Bridge for 
$30,800.

County Extension
On motion by Kneisl 

and seconded by Becker, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To appoint 
Amy Allen, member at large 
and Kevin Ehnes, District 2 
to the Extension committee 
for a term of  January 1, 2021 
to December 31, 2023.

County Sheriff
On motion by Neumann 

and seconded by Kneisl, the 
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To approve the 
updated contract with Cen-
traCare Clinic.

MIS
On motion by Erickson 

and seconded by Becker, the 
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To approve the 
2020 Budget Rollover Re-
quest for Computer/Equip-
ment Maintenance within 
the MIS Budget for $7,000.

Planning & Zoning
On motion by Erickson 

and seconded by Kneisl, the 
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by ma-
jority vote with Neumann 
against: To grant the rezon-
ing of  parcel 06-0045600 from 
AF1 to AF2 zoning based on 
the creation of  spot zoning.

On motion by Becker 
and seconded by Erickson, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To take no 
action, by doing so, a $1,000 
assessment would remain 
in place for failure to com-
plete the restoration order 
on parcel 25-0046200 owned 
by Marianne Gerving.

On motion by Becker 
and seconded by Kneisl, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To take no 
action, by doing so, a $1,000 
assessment would remain 
in place for failure to com-
plete the restoration order 
on parcel 08-0036300 owned 
by Linda Jean Hansen.

On motion by Becker 
and seconded by Erickson, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To take no 
action, by doing so, a $1,000 
assessment would remain 
in place for failure to com-
plete the restoration order 
on parcel 25-0007500 owned 
by Harold G Harkcom.

On motion by Neumann 
and seconded by Kneisl, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To take no 
action, by doing so, a $1,000 
assessment would remain 
in place for failure to com-
plete the restoration order 
on parcel 21-0040200 owned 
by Jeffrey J. and Kristine 
Kuhlmann.

On motion by Becker 
and seconded by Erickson, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To take no 
action, by doing so, a $1,000 
assessment would remain 
in place for failure to com-
plete the restoration order 
on parcel 19-0024700 owned 
by August Langseth.

On motion by Erickson 
and seconded by Kneisl, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To take no 
action, by doing so, a $1,000 
assessment would remain 
in place for failure to com-
plete the restoration order 
on parcel 20-0030703 owned 
by Georgann M. and David 
W. Larson.

On motion by Erickson 
and seconded by Neumann, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopt-
ed by unanimous vote: To 
remove the $1,000 assess-
ment on parcel 06-0051300 
& 06-0051500 owned by Jack 

E. McCoy due to improve-
ments to the property and 
some contact with the PZ 
office.

On motion by Neumann 
and seconded by Kneisl, the 
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To remove the 
$1,000 assessment on parcel 
10-0006400 owned by Gerald 
and Patricia Nelson due to 
submission of  a septic de-
sign, loan application and 
fees paid for the septic to be 
installed in the spring.

On motion by Becker 
and seconded by Erickson, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To take no 
action, by doing so, a $1,000 
assessment would remain 
in place for failure to com-
plete the restoration order 
on parcel 22-0007001 owned 
by William J. and Marsha 
K. Owen.

On motion by Becker and 
seconded by Neumann, the 
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To remove the 
$1,000 assessment on parcel 
13-0002200 owned by Wayne 
V. and Belinda Prather due 
to the good effort to clean up 
this property and a plan in 
place to finish the clean up 
to fully resolve.

On motion by Neumann 
and seconded by Kneisl, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To take no 
action, by doing so, a $2,000 
assessment would remain 
in place for failure to com-
plete the restoration order 
on parcel 15-0079700 owned 
by Timothy Forcier.

On motion by Erickson 
and seconded by Becker, the 
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To remove the 
$2,000 assessment on parcel 
22-0007500 owned by Steven 
and Daniel Owen due to sig-
nificant progress in clean-
ing up this property and 
continuing clean up efforts.

On motion by Kneisl 
and seconded by Erickson, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To take no 
action, by doing so, a $2,000 
assessment would remain 
in place for failure to com-
plete the restoration order 
on parcel 27-0007201 owned 
by James E. Stemig.

Solid Waste
On motion by Kneisl and 

seconded by Neumann, the 
following resolution was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: 

A RESOLUTION TO 
APPROVE 2021 SOLID 
WASTE ENTERPRISE 

FUND BUDGET
WHEREAS,  the Todd 

County Board of  Commis-
sioners are required to 
adopt an annual budget and 
certify it to the County Au-
ditor, and;

NOW, THEREFORE BE 
IT RESOLVED, the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners hereby approve the 
following as the 2021 Budget 
for the Solid Waste Enter-
prise Fund of  the County 
of  Todd, Minnesota and di-
rects that it be forwarded to 
the County Auditor.

Administration
On motion by Kneisl 

and seconded by Erickson, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To submit 
intent of  Health & Human 
Services to withdraw from 
MN Merit System and have 
Chairman Kircher sign the 
letter of  intent, effective 
January 1, 2022.

On motion by Erickson 
and seconded by Kneisl, the 
following resolution was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:

FINAL PAYMENT 
AUTHORIZATION - 

2020 ARNZEN 
CONSTRUCTION 

CONTRACT
WHEREAS, the contract 

with Arnzen Construction 
for the Expo Building Con-
struction Contract, has in 
all things been completed, 
and;

WHEREAS, construc-
tion work on this contract 
was scheduled and complet-
ed in 2020 with the value of  
the total work certified be-
ing $1,377,859.70, and;

W H E R E A S ,  p a r t i a l 
payments amounting to 
$1,232,846.04 have previous-
ly been made to the contrac-
tor as work progressed, and;

WHEREAS, it has been 
determined that $145,013.66 
still remains to be paid to 
Arnzen Construction.

NOW, THEREFORE BE 
IT RESOLVED, that the 
Board of  Commissioners 
does here accept said com-
pleted project for and on be-
half  of  the County of  Todd 
and authorize final payment 
as specified.

On motion by Neumann 
and seconded by Becker, the 
following resolution was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:

2021 COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER 

SALARY
WHEREAS,  the Todd 

County Board of  Commis-
sioners is responsible for 
setting compensation of  
county employees, elected 
officials, appointed officials 
and board members, and;

WHEREAS,  the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners considered the du-
ties and responsibilities of  
each individual position; 
and

WHEREAS,  the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners considered the sal-
aries of  elected officials in 
other comparable counties; 
and

NOW, THEREFORE BE 
IT RESOLVED, that the 
Todd County Board of  Com-
missioners approve setting 
the County Commissioners 
salary at $32,579 plus $1,800 
supplemental pay for Board 
Chair and $1,200 supple-
mental pay for the Board 
Vice-Chair in 2021.

On motion by Kneisl and 
seconded by Erickson, the 
following resolution was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:

2021 COUNTY 
ATTORNEY SALARY
WHEREAS,  the Todd 

County Board of  Commis-
sioners is responsible for 
setting compensation of  
county employees, elected 
officials, appointed officials 
and board members, and;

WHEREAS,  the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners considered the du-
ties and responsibilities of  
each individual position; 
and

WHEREAS,  the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners considered the sal-
aries of  elected officials in 
other comparable counties; 
and

NOW, THEREFORE BE 
IT RESOLVED, that the 

Todd County Board of  Com-
missioners approve setting 
the County Attorney salary 
at $120,514 in 2021.

On motion by Erickson 
and seconded by Kneisl, the 
following resolution was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:
2021 COUNTY AUDITOR/

TREASURER SALARY
WHEREAS,  the Todd 

County Board of  Commis-
sioners is responsible for 
setting compensation of  
county employees, elected 

NOTICE 
BULLARD TOWNSHIP 

ELECTION AND 
ANNUAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given to 
qualified voters of  Bullard 
Township, Wadena County, 
Minnesota, that the Annu-
al Election of  Officers and 
Annual Meeting will be held 
Tuesday, March 9, 2021, at 
the Bullard Township Hall.  
Election poll hours are 5:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m., at which 
time voters will elect: 

•One (1) Supervisor, three 
(3) year term; 

•One (1) Treasurer, two 
(2) year term.   

The Board of  Canvass 
will meet at 8:05 p.m., and 
the Annual Meeting will be-
gin at 8:15 p.m.  

In case of  inclement 
weather, the election and 
meeting will be postponed 
until Tuesday, March 16, 
2021, with the same times 
and location.

Janelle VanAlst, Clerk
Bullard Township
218-472-3165
                                           8pnc

NOTICE 
FRESHWATER ED. 

DISTRICT NO. 6004 
REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS

 Notice is hereby given 
that the Freshwater Ed. 
Dist. No. 6004 of  Wadena, 
MN hereby requests pro-
posals for CTSS Service in 
Wadena, MN, for students 
attending a Level IV site 
until 3 p.m. on February 26, 
2021.

All proposals shall be 
clearly identified as a CTSS 
Proposal for the Freshwater 
Education District. The pro-
posals must be presented to 
the designated contact for 
Freshwater, Lori Murdock, 
at the following address:

Lori Murdock
Freshwater Education 
District
2222 Industrial Drive
Wadena, MN  56482

No formal proposal open-
ing will take place.

Proposals will be evalu-
ated on the criteria as set 
forth within the RFP. De-
tails/requirements for pro-
posals are available on the 
Freshwater website www.
fed.k12.mn.us.

The Freshwater Board 
reserves the right to reject 
any or all proposals, waive 
formalities, and to select 
the agency and options that 
best meet the needs of  the 
board and its employees.

Inquiries and clarifica-
tions should be directed by 
telephone or email to Fresh-
water’s contact as follows:

Lori Murdock,
218-631-3505, Ext. 1042
lmurdock@fed.k12.mn.us
Clerk of  District #6004

                                        7-8pnc

(ABBREVIATED 
ADVERTISEMENT)

TODD COUNTY
2021 BRIDGE 

PROJECT
Closing date:

March 9, 2021

Sealed bids will be accept-
ed until 10:00 a.m., March 
9, 2021 by the Todd County 
Public Works Director/En-
gineer and County Auditor/
Treasurer at 44 Riverside 
Drive, Long Prairie, Minne-
sota  56347 for the following 
construction project:

SAP 077-611-034

This is an abbreviated 
advertisement. A full adver-
tisement can be viewed by 
going to the Public Works 
website at https://egram.
co.todd.mn.us/oneoffice/
bidding.

Loren Fellbaum
Todd County Public Works 
Director/Engineer
                                        7-9pnc

TODD COUNTY 
PUBLIC NOTICE

AQUATIC INVASIVE 
SPECIES (AIS) 

2021 RFP

Todd County is the recip-
ient of  County Program Aid 
grant funds for Aquatic In-
vasive Species (AIS) preven-
tion from the state of  Min-
nesota as a result of  2014 
Session Law Chapter 308. 
The purpose of  these funds 
is to “prevent the introduc-
tion or limit the spread of  
aquatic invasive species at 
all the access sites within 
the county” (MN Statutes 
477A.19).

The objective of  this RFP 
is to facilitate the disburse-
ment of  these funds to par-
ties interested in conduct-
ing work to this purpose.

Todd County is soliciting 
Local Government Units 
(LGU), private businesses 
and/or others who qualify 
for proposals for the Todd 
County AIS Program in 
2021. 

The details of  this RFP 
can be found on the Todd 
County website: https://
www.co.todd.mn.us/divi-
sions/soil-water-conser-
vation-and-development/
aquatic-invasive-species/ 
or contact the Todd County 
Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District (SWCD) at 320-
732-2644. Applications are 
due March 19, 2021.
                                           8pnc

NOTICE
MAY TOWNSHIP

REQUEST FOR BIDS

May Township (Cass 
County) old shop building is 
for sale. Removal includes: 
building, 300 gallon fuel 
tank and stand. If  interest-
ed contact Mark Breneman, 
218-232-4944 for more infor-
mation and project quote 
form.

Bianca Wyffels, Clerk
May Township
                                           8pnc

See TCC on page 5a
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Neighbors brought warm 
clothes as fire burned

For Information 
Call: 218-541-5333 

Email: TheMillTH@brutgerequities.com
Professionally Managed by: Brutger Equities, Inc. 

www.brutgerequities.com

Welcome to 
The Mill Townhomes! 

925 Michigan Avenue Northeast, Suite 201, 
Staples, Minnesota 56479

O� ering beautiful, a� ordable,
new three bedroom townhomes. 

Amenities Include:
• Garage Included • Central Air Conditioning

• Private Patio • Washer & Dryer • Blinds
• Quiet Neighborhood • Microwave • Playground

• A great Place to Call Home!

2 col. X 4”

w
7c

You will receive:
• Coordinated care with your provider
• Full imaging and lab work
• Proven treatment options including
   injections, physical therapy and
   patient education

• Long-term follow up
• Nurse hotline access

The best place to bring your worst pain
is now the Lakewood Health System
Pain Clinic. This new service provides 
a personalized, effective approach to
pain management and treatment for a
full range of conditions.

The Lakewood Pain Clinic is here!

Pain Clinic

To schedule with one of our providers and discuss if a referral to Lakewood’s Pain Clinic is right 
for you, call 218-894-1515.  lakewoodhealthsystem.com

Thompson went on, adding 
that after she heard him 
yelling for her, she jumped 
out of  bed. They met each 
other on the stairs.

 Shortly after Eisel 
had left the kitchen in the 
upstairs portion, the floor 
caved in. He recalled feel-
ing the burning heat on his 
feet shortly before that hap-
pened.

At that point, Thomp-
son was going to get some 
water from the utility room 
to try and help put out the 
flames, but recalls her son 
saying, “No, mom, we gotta 
go NOW.”

They made it out the 
front door along with their 
two dogs Sparky and Rocky. 
Three family cats did not 
survive. Eisel shared that 
they had their cell phones 
in their pockets, but that 
was about it. No wallets, 
no car keys, nothing saved. 
But they had their lives. 
“You can replace things,” 
Eisel said.

It was nearly 20 degrees 
below zero as they waited 
outside with only socks on 
their feet. Eisel recalled 
watching  their  house 
totally engulfed in flames. 
“It was like tree bark on a 
summer bonfire,” he said.

The first to arrive at the 
scene were the police, Eisel 
said. They were followed by 
the fire department about 
five or 10 minutes later.

Thompson and Eisel 
said they are grateful to 
their neighbors, Jessie 
Mertens and Pat Neelan, 
who brought them warm 
clothes and shoes, and let 
them spend the night at 
their place, along with their 

dogs.
Staples Fire Chief  Cole 

Yungbauer said they were 
at the scene about five 
hours, with the Motley and 
Verndale Fire Departments 
providing mutual aid. The 
house was fully engulfed by 
the time they arrived.

With the extreme cold, 
their equipment wasn’t 
working the best. “Pumps 
freeze,” Chief  Yungbauer 
said, adding, “luckily we 
have three trucks capable 
of  pumping.”

The firefighters were all 
working outside, as it had 
been deemed too danger-
ous to go inside the house, 
Chief  Yungbauer said. 
They returned to the scene 
the next morning for a 
short while to extinguish a 
piece of  chip board that had 
ignited. 

Yungbauer said that 
in speaking with the fire 
marshal, the fire started 
in the northeast corner of  
the basement. The cause 
was electrical, traced to a 
source plugged into a power 
strip.

The day after the fire, 
Thompson said she’d been 
busy trying to work out 
insurance details. She went 
on to note that the house is 
owned by her father, Roger 
Thompson, but she has 
been in the process of  pur-
chasing it.

This is a tough month for 
their family, Tracy Thomp-
son said. She noted that 
four years ago to the date, 
her brother Michael and his 
wife Tara lost their home to 
fire. And three years ago, on 
Feb. 12, her mom, Kevette 
(Pride) Thompson passed 

away.
They’ll take it one day 

at a time, just as they’ve 
done in the past, Thomp-
son  said, adding that they 
plan to be back working as 
they are able. Travis is the 
Asst. Manager at Casey’s 
in Staples and she works in 
the billing department for a 
company out of  Brainerd. 
She’s been working from 
home during the Covid pan-

demic and unfortunately, 
her work computer melted 
in the fire. So, that is an 
added stress, Thompson 
said.

The whole thing is sur-
real,  Eisel says again. 
Thompson went on to share 
that she and her son had 
just been talking about 
making a fresh start. This 
isn’t what they had in mind.

Travis Eisel looks at his family’s house on Wisconsin 
Ave. SE in Staples that was destroyed by fire the evening 
of Feb. 10, 2021. Although they lost everything except 

for their cell phones and two dogs, Eisel said he and his 
mom, Tracy Thompson, are grateful to be alive. (Staples 
World photos by Dawn Timbs)

Nothing left to salvage

The Staples-Motley Speech team has participated in 
two virtual speech tournaments this season. 

The first was the Fergus Falls Otter Orations Tour-
nament, held Jan. 29. “Due to technical issues, we did 
not fare very well,” said coach Brian Sams. “We did 
have a few speakers stand out despite being severely 
handicapped in the first round.” Staples-Motley  individual 
placings included: 3rd in Finals, Micah Larson, Creative 
Expression; Honor Finals, Caden Mrazek, 1st in Humor 
and 3rd in Storytelling; Connor Judd and Cy Johnson, 
1st in Duo; Keegan Harvey and Keegan Bestland, 2nd in 
Duo and Alex Brings, 5th in Great Speeches.

The Staples-Motley Speech team earned first place 
honors at the DGF invitational tournament on February 
6. Tournament champions in their categories were: Ca-
den Mrazek, Humor, Torii Nienow, Informative and Con-
nor Judd and Cy Johnson, Duo. Placing 2nd in Humor, 
Laken Hines; 3rd, Brooke Ferdon, Discussion, Keegan 

Bestland and Keegan Harvey, Duo, Micah Larson, Cre-
ative and Torii Nienow, OO. Placing 4th, Alex Brings, 
Great Speeches, Grace Allen, Poetry and Keegan Best-
land, Storytelling. Earning 5th place awards were Caden 
Mrazek, Storytelling, Cy Johnson, Ex. Speaking and 
Grace Allen, Ex. Reading. Placing 6th, AJ Nienow, Hu-
mor and Brynn Bestland and Cecily Moe, Duo. Earning 
honorable mention, Iain Sams, Creative and Addy Toep-
per, Drama.

Front row, left to right: Alex Brings, Brynn Bestland, 
Laken Hines, Jaden Johnson, Bella Hines, Maria Stumbo. 
Middle row: Emily Olson (Coach), Adelaide Toepper, 
Cecily Moe, Grace Allen, Torii Nienow, Brooke Ferdon, 
Walker Johnson, Estella Bock, Olivia Opheim. Back: 
Travis Chaput (Coach), Micah Larson, Iain Sams, Caden 
Mrazek, Connor Judd, Cy Johnson, AJ Nienow, Keegan 
Bestland, Tammy Johnson (Coach), Samantha Mrazek 
(Coach), Brian Sams (Coach). (Submitted photo)

SM Speech team places first at DGF tournament
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Anna Ehnstrom, physi-
cian assistant, joins Lake-
wood Heal th  System’s 
medical staff, Staples.

Originally from Aitkin,  
Ehnstrom received her 
undergraduate and mas-
ter’s degrees from Bethel 
University in St. Paul. She 
is a member of  the National 
Commission on Certifica-
tion of  Physician Assistants.

 As a physician assistant, 
Ehnstrom is interested in 
the full spectrum of  family 
medicine with a special 
focus in women’s health and 
preventative care. 

“I look forward to being 
part of  the great commu-
nity  Lakewood Health 
System has established for 
its employees, patients and 
students,” said Ehnstrom. 

“I got to experience that as 
a student here during my 
clinical time. I’m excited to 
be part of  a team approach 
and continue learning how 
to best serve my patients.” 

Ehnstrom enjoys spend-

ing time with her husband, 
Nathan, and their dog, Jel-
lybean. They love all things 
outdoors, including paddle-
boarding, surfing, biking, 
and hiking. In addition, 
Ehnstrom enjoys traveling, 
photography and spending 
time with friends and family.

 E h n s t ro m  w i l l  s e e 
patients in the Staples clinic. 
To schedule an appointment, 
call 218-894-1515.

 

Ehnstrom joins 
Lakewood staff
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