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Heart display
Cathy Perish with the 
Staples Public Library’s 

“I Love to Read” month 
theme is Stories from the 
Heart. (Staples World photo 
by Dawn Timbs)
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  This Week’s Forecast
 High   Low   Cond.
Feb. 10    -1º    -15º    P. Cloudy                                                       
Feb. 11    -6      -20     P. Cloudy                                      
Feb. 12    -8     -22    M. Cloudy        
Feb. 13     -4     -21    M. Cloudy  
Feb. 14    -2    -15       Sunny
Feb. 15     7      -5      P. Sunny      
Feb. 16     10     -4      P. Cloudy  

                                    
Average Temps: 

 H = 25º Low = 6º
Total Snow:
For week: 0”

For year: 32.25”

Compiled by 
Dale Hausmann, 

WCCO’s Staples area 
Weatherwatcher

Last Year, 2020
 High Low Cond.
Feb. 10     25º     11º     Cloudy                                            
Feb. 11     26      19   M.Cloudy 
Feb. 12     22     -8       Cloudy
Feb. 13     -6     -25       Sunny
Feb. 14      0     -19       Sunny
Feb. 15    15      11     P. Sunny
Feb. 16    16      -2        Sunny

This February, the Staples Public Library is challenging 
all students to see how many visits they can make to the 
library during February, “I Love to Read” month.

Each time a student visits, they get a sticker to put on a 
cutout car. Prizes will be given to participants.

This event is sponsored by the Staples Friends of  the 
Library.

Race to the 
library

By Karin L. Nauber
Todd County correspondent

The Todd County Board 
of  Commissioners heard a 
COVID-19 situation update 
from Health and Human 
Services Director Jackie 
Och at their Feb. 2, 2021 
meeting.

An updated weekly vac-
cination schedule being 
set up from Community 
Health Manager Katherine 
Mackedanz, MPH was also 
presented.

Mackedanz said they will 
hopefully now know on Fri-
days what the amount of  
vaccine they will be receiv-
ing.

This will allow them to 
schedule vaccinations for 
Wednesdays between noon 
and 4:30 p.m. They will have 
a support staff  of  nine han-
dling phone calls to sched-
ule an appointment by 
calling 320-732-4500.  Noting 
that the on-line scheduling 
did not work out very well.

Och said, “Last week we 
asked for a large quantity 
of  vaccine and got a very 
small quantity.”

She said they’re hoping 
this new way of  scheduling 
will be their new weekly 

process.
Commissioner David 

Kircher asked how they 
could be sure that the 
county will get the vaccine 
needed for the second dose?

Mackedanz said that 
they have received about 
180 second doses and have 
those safety stored in the 
freezer. She said that when 
a person comes to get vac-
cinated, they are scheduled 
for their second dose 28 
days later.

“What is the risk if  no 
second dose is given?” fur-
ther questioned Kircher.

Mackedanz said there 
was no real risk but a matter 
of  vaccine effi cacy. The fi rst 
dose gives about 50 percent 
protection while the second 
dose bumps that up to 95 
percent.

She said she was very 
optimistic that the county 
would be receiving the 
needed second doses.

C o m m i s s i o n e r  G a r y 
Kniesl shared some of  the 
frustrations that he’s heard 
that getting the vaccina-
tion or, as was the case, not 
being able to get it.

Och said that their focus 
was to keep the vaccine 
they receive for the people 

of  Todd County. She added 
that Wadena and Morrison 
counties were following the 
same practice.

“We have a good system 
here in Todd County. They 
are very effi cient out there,” 
said Och of  the vaccination 
clinics held at the Expo 
Building on the fairgrounds.

“It’s a vaccination people 
actually want and we can’t 
get enough of  it,” added 
Mackedanz.

She said that they typi-
cally can get 10 doses from a 
vial. Occasionally, they can 
get 11. They have a waiting 
list with people on it they 
can call should they have 
extra doses.

“We have never wasted a 
single dose,” she added.

Kircher asked if  the 
people answering phone 
calls on Fridays were being 
taken away from their other 
work?

Mackedanz said that typ-
ically Friday afternoons are 
quieter. She noted that they 
have all been taking calls 
as needed throughout the 
entire pandemic.

Commissioner Randy 
Neumann said that he’s 

Todd County improving 
effi ciency of vaccine process

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

At their Jan. 26, 2021, 
city council meeting, citing 
a possible cost of  $80,000, 
the Staples City Coun-
cil declined to approve a 
request to reduce assess-
ments on two properties.

The request had been 
made by Luke Patton and 
Greg Ziegler, who said that 
the special assessments on 
two lots in the Valley View 
subdivision are more than 

the value of  the lots.
At the council meeting, 

City Administrator Jerel 
Nelsen said he had checked 
with City Attorney Joe 
Krueger, who said if  they 
reduce assessments on 
these two lots, it could possi-
bly trigger future requests 
for reducing assessments 
on all of  the lots, including 
those that’ve already paid 
the assessments. That sce-
nario could cost the city up 
to $80,000.

Council denies 
lot reduction

Robin and Pam Collins of Staples 
have been married 43 years, their love 
continuing to grow stronger even as 
they’ve faced health challenges over the 
years. Pam has battled Type 1 Diabetes 
since she was 24 years old and Robin 

suffered a stroke this past August, which 
left him with limited use of his left side. 
Through it all, they’ve been there for each 
other; and neither one of them can imag-
ine life without the other. (Staples World 
photo by Dawn Timbs)

Committed love

Favorite date
Shannon and Graeme Badger of Staples, pictured 

three years ago at a Vikings game at U.S. Bank Stadium 
in Minneapolis, can’t think of a more fun and romantic 
date than cheering on their favorite football team togeth-
er. (Submitted photo)  

See COUNTY on page 3a See CITY on page 10a

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

It’s not always easy to 
keep love alive, even in the 
best of  circumstances. So, 
how do couples who’ve been 
faced with diffi culties such 
as chronic illness make 
their relationships work?

The Staples World caught 
up with two married cou-
ples recently who were 
willing to share their love 
stories...Robin and Pam Col-
lins; and Graeme and Shan-
non Badger.

 Although each is unique, 
their stories share some 
similarities. Both of  their 
meetings were unexpected, 

a spark felt early on, with 
mar riage vows spoken 
within a year’s time. 

At some point their paths 
led them to Staples, which 
was a culture shock to at 
least three people in the 
story. And, in recent years, 
both marriages have been 
challenged by the affects of  
stroke.

Through it all, their rela-
tionships have remained 
intact, with the embers of  
love still glowing.

Robin and Pam Collins
“Boy, is he good looking,” 

Pam remembers thinking 
to herself  when she first 
saw her future husband, 
Robin, at a bar in Peoria, Ill. 

The two chatted a bit that 
evening, and then about a 
month later their paths 
crossed again at the Poison 
Apple Discotheque.

Pam was the fi rst to make 
a move, she shared, adding 
that she called Robin at his 
work to invite him over for 
dinner. She’d deliberated 
whether or not to make the 
call. “This was the mid-
’70s,” Pam said, adding that 
women just didn’t do that 
sort of  thing back then.

Ro b i n  s a i d  h e  w a s 
“stunned...fl abbergasted” at 
receiving the call and told 
the young lady that he’d get 
back to her.

Love prevails through it all

See COLLINS on page 10a

Shared interests 
lead to love
Graeme and Shannon 

Badger
Thanks to the online 

game Yahoo Texas Hold’em, 
a small-town Minnesota girl 
and a boy from East London, 
England, tied the knot.

Staples native Shannon 
(Christensen) recalled how 
she met Graeme Badger 
while playing the game in 
2006. They had an instant 
connection, even though 
they couldn’t see or hear 
each other.

“I believe it was fate,” 
Shannon says of  their 
encounter.

Back then, there wasn’t 
a photo to see what people 
looked like, Shannon said.  

“Just the Avatar people.”
She went on to explain 

that while playing the game, 
there was a box where play-
ers could text messages 
to each other. She loved 
Graeme’s sense of  humor. 
Not only was the British 
guy funny, “you could tell 
he was really genuine,” she 
said.

Graeme recalls that they 
had a lot of  similar inter-
ests from the start of  their 
correspondence, including 
music. “We both loved Cold-
play,” he said. 

Oh yes, Shannon agreed, 
going on to recall  the 
long-distance phone conver-
sation where Graeme sang 
one of  their favorite Cold-
play songs to her, “Till King-
dom Come.” “I really liked 
See BADGER on page 10a
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Parent in search of professionals able 
to treat cracked or broken bones with 
care and expertise. I have a feeling I 
may need you! Ideally located near 
Staples, so we can stop at DQ after 
getting our cast on.

WANTED: 
FRACTURE CARE

Visit our website for more information.

At Lakewood we offer: 

 lakewoodhealthsystem.com

Orthopedics 

• 24/7 emergency services
• Providing care for basic and 
  complex bone breaks
• Full-spectrum orthopedic care
• Board certified surgeons
• Integrated rehabilitation

Orthopedics

Several members of  JCI 
Staples attended the virtual 
JCI MN Annual All State 
Convention recently to cele-
brate successes of  2020.

Members in attendance 
were 2021 Chapter President 
Ashley Hanson, Immediate 
Past President Paige Lenk, 
State Delegate Megan Haber, 
Treasurer Adam Vance and 
general member Alyssa 
Vanderhoof.

The individual and chap-
ter awards were as follows:

o  A d a m  Va n c e  w a s 
named  runner up in the 
‘First Timers’ program. 
Vance also received a presi-
dential medallion from JCI 
MN President Gwendolyn 
Labovitch.

o Megan Haber received 
a presidential medallion 
and the bronze Outstanding 
State Delegate award.

o Ashley Hanson received 
the bronze Outstanding 
Jaycee Award for fourth 
quarter of  2020 and the Gold 
Outstanding Jaycee of  the 
Year award.

o Josie  Longbottom, 

Chapter Secretary for 2021, 
received the silver Out-
standing New Jaycee of  the 
Year award.

o Paige Lenk received 
the gold Outstanding Chap-
ter President award, the 
Les Farrington Memorial 
award, the Charles Kulp and 
the  JR Memorial award. In 
addition, Lenk was awarded 
with a gold key for her devo-
tion as the JCI Staples Chap-
ter President.

o Libby Mumm, Lenk’s 
daughter, was the recipient 

of  a Helping Hands award.
JCI Staples also received 

multiple awards includ-
ing the Silver Public Rela-
tions Program, Most New 
Member Adds, bronze Out-
standing Chapter, Outstand-
ing Annual Report and first 
place in the Parade of  Chap-
ters.

For information about 
how to join JCI Staples, con-
tact Ashley Hanson, 2021 
Chapter President, at 218-
838-7622.

JCI Staples attends 
virtual state convention
Five members, chapter, receive awards

Adam VanceAshley Hanson

Josie LongbottomMegan Haber

Paige Lenk

Recalls train accident
Sarah Walker of Deer 

Creek stopped by the 
Staples World recently to 
search the archives for an 
article pertaining to a 1991 
incident where she was 
struck by a train in Staples.

She recalled walking 
across the tracks near the 
depot in Staples the morn-
ing of Aug. 14, en route to 
the community center from 
her home on the south side 
of town. She didn’t see the 
train that struck her, leaving 
her with multiple injuries. 
Walker spent nearly six 
months in the hospital, she 
said.

During that time, Walk-
er said she felt God hold-
ing her hand and saying, 
‘“Honey, you’re gonna be all 
right,’” Walker said, going 
on to say she believed God 
was letting her know there 
was a reason she was still 
alive. Since the accident, 
Walker said she quit drink-
ing and seeks to help save 
other lives by telling her sto-
ry. (Staples World photo by 
Dawn Timbs)

Recent reports from 
the Motley Police Depart-
ment (MPD) and Morrison 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(MCSO) included the fol-
lowing:

Jan. 28 - Feb. 3
Jan. 19 - Feb. 3 - The MPD 

issued speeding citations 
to Adam Reed, 26; Tyler 
Gregerson, 27; Nick Buec-
kers, 39; River Demars, 22; 
Stephanie Strandberg, 28; 
Alexander Varouhas, 33; 
Romi Stone, 38; Sidney 
Ropp, 22; Calvin Ondigi, 26; 
Caden Neubauer, 19; Scott 
Tolzmann, 33; Alexander 
Perepechkin, 18; Nicholas 
Raber, 23; Kayla Vitti, 28.

Feb. 3 - The MPD issued 
a citation to Anthony 
Hanson, 40, for tires extend-
ing beyond fenders and 
bumper height.

Feb. 3 - The MPD issued 
a citation to Sammi Barlow, 
36, for allowing her Rott-
weiler dog to run at large. 

Jan. 30 - The MPD issued 
a citation to Brianna Sandy, 
24, for expired registration 
on her vehicle.

Jan.  28  -  T he  MPD 
arrested Angela Rach, 45, 
for driving while intoxi-
cated.

Jan.  28  -  T he  MPD 
issued a citation to Jared 
Borchert, 34, for driving 
with a revoked license.

Feb.  2  -  T he MCSO 
received a report of  a pos-
sible assault at the 35000 
block of  Aztec Rd.  in 
Motley that occurred back 
in November of  2000.

Police 
reports, 
Motley area

COVID-19  infections 
have been falling since 
December in the local area, 
but numbers from the past 
week show the virus is still 

spreading in the area, and 
the numbers have increased 
in a few spots.

Todd County had the 
same weekly total as the 

previous week, 14 new 
cases. Cass County had 15 
new cases, up two from the 
previous week. Morrison’s 
weekly total increased to 
21, up from 13, and Wadena 
County had fewer cases, 
seven, after recording 14 the 
previous week.

Crow Wing County, the 
Brainerd area, doubled 
their weekly total to 82 new 
cases, after recording 41 the 
previous week.

Statistics by zip code 
were released Feb. 4, show-
ing six new cases in the Sta-
ples zip code. Motley had 
two, Pillager two, Wadena 
seven, Long Prairie four, 
Browerville one and Vern-
dale zero.

Statewide, the numbers 
are also remaining lower, 
although there are still 
more new cases per day 
than when the state issued 
stay at home orders in May.

The number of  deaths 
from COVID-19 in Minne-
sota is now at 14 per day 
over the past week.

COVID-19 numbers stay even

Todd County Health & 
Human Services is cur-
rently scheduling Todd 
County residents aged 65 
and over for COVID-19 vac-
cine appointments. Res-
idents who would like to 
schedule an appointment 
should call 320-732-4500, and 
press option 1, on Fridays 
between the hours of  12 p.m. 
and 4:30 p.m.  Understand 
that there is limited vaccine 
available each week.  

Todd County HHS will 
be communicating infor-
mation on vaccine avail-
ability using the radio 
(KEYL/KSKK), local news-
papers, and the Todd County 
COVID-19 vaccine website: 
https://www.co.todd.mn.us/
vaxinfo/

For more information 
on COVID-19 vaccine safety, 
visit the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention at: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coro-
navir us/2019 -ncov/vac-
cines/safety.html.

Vaccines 
for age 
65 and up 
in Todd 
County
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Looking back

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 2/7/2021 Central

QUESTIONS– Call Glenn Miller 715-299-2543 • Email Wisconsinjunk@Yahoo.com
TERMS – Cash or Check. Credit Card 3% Buyers Premium
5½% Sales Tax – Reg WI Auctioneer Tim Barnum #1284
Auction Conducted & Clerked by Millers Auction Co

#347-053 N8779 Hwy 95 Hixton WI 54635

Bid Live In Person or Bid Online
1625Butts Ave TomahWI – Inside Large Heated Building

WWW.MILLERSAUCTIONCO.COM
No Buyers Premium at the Auction – Different Terms for Online Bidding

FRI FEB 12TH AT 9AM – Selling Old Original Signs, Clocks, Thermometers, License Plates,
and Other Advertising Items of All Sorts.
FRI FEB 12TH AT 4PM – Selling Old Original Signs, Clocks, Thermometers, Oil Cans, Oil
Bottles, Displays, Watch Fobs, License Plate Toppers, Plus Much More.
SAT FEB 13TH AT 9AM – Selling Old Original Advertising Signs, Clocks, Thermometers,
Pedal Cars, Pedal Tractor License Plate Toppers, Plus Much More.

LARGE 2 DAY ADVERTISING & COOL STUFF AUCTION
FRI FEB 12TH at 9AM • FRI FEB 12TH at 4PM • SAT FEB 13TH at 9AM

More ads on next page>
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TODD COUNTY Grant Relief Program 

for Small Business and Non-Profits
Jan. 19, 2021: The Todd County Board 

of Commissioners approved the 
Todd County Grant Relief Program 

for Small Businesses and Non-Profits. 
The Minnesota Legislature and Governor previously 
passed legislation authorizing funding to Minnesota 

counties to distribute relief grants to local businesses 
and non-profits impacted by an executive order 

related to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The grant program is for small businesses and non-profits directly or 

indirectly affected by EO 20-99 or other executive orders causing closures 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. The application form and program guidelines 

have been posted on the Todd County website under the 
Business Resources page, located at

https://www.co.todd.mn.us/business-resources.
The information can also be found on the 

Todd County Economic Development page, located at
 http://www.toddcountydevelopment.org/  

The Todd County Grant Relief Program Guidelines explain the required 
documentation, eligibility criteria and where to send the applications.  

Grants will be awarded to eligible businesses and non-profits who meet 
the criteria of the application and provide all supporting documentation.  

Grant amounts are listed on the application and are subject to change 
based on need and availability of funds. Previous grant awards 

are required to be disclosed but do not disqualify an organization from 
applying.  Grant funds awarded must be used for operational expenses 

incurred during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The application period is January 19, 2021 through February 19, 2021.

Applications received will be reviewed and based on funding available; 
those found eligible will be approved on or before March 2, 2021.

For questions regarding the grant program or grant 
application, contact Rick Utech, Todd County 

Economic Development Corporation, 320-732-2128 
or by email: rick.utech@co.todd.mn.us.

w41-42c

w5-7c

75 Years ago - 1946 
o Feb. 7, 1946 - Dr. C. H. 

Reichelderfer, who suffered 
a heart attack a week or 
more ago, and was confined 
to the Long Prairie hospi-
tal for several days, has 
returned to Staples, and is 
again at his office. He still 
maintains his usual office 
hours of  10 to 12 in the 
morning, and 2 to 4 in the 
afternoon, with the hours 
of  4 to 5 being devoted to 
refractions (eye tests) each 
day except Saturday. 

o Feb.  7 ,  1946 -  The 
Twelfth point of  the Scout 
Law, “A Scout is Reverent,” 

“He is reverent toward God, 
he is faithful in his reli-
gious duties, and respects 
the convictions of  others 
in matters of  custom and 
religions” is the Scout Law 
which will open the festiv-
ities of  Staples Troop 61  
in the observance of  Boy 
Scout Anniversary week, 
Feb. 8 - 14. 

The observance will 
open in Staples on Sunday, 
Feb. 10, when all Scouts are 
expected to attend church 
services.  The Catholic 
Scouts will attend Sacred 
Heart church at either of  
the morning masses; and 
the Protestant Scouts will 
go in a body to the Method-
ist church, where Rev. E. C. 
Mead will deliver a special 
sermon to the Scouts. 

o Feb. 7, 1946 - The annual 
meeting of  the stockholders 
of  the Farmers Co-op Store 
was held in the school audi-
torium Saturday afternoon, 
with a good crowd in atten-
dance. Vernon Waite and A. 
H. Henwood were re-elected 
as directors. 

Following the meeting, 
a movie was shown, Miss 
Hayes of  Superior, circula-
tion manager of  the co-op 
paper “The Co-op Builder” 
gave a talk. The Field man 
for this territory, Abe Jonas 
of  Sebeka, was also present.

The Secretary’s report 
showed that the past year 
had been a good one and 
they anticipate a much 
better year in 1946 due to 
more room in the new store 
for the enlargement of  
stock. 

50 Years ago - 1971
o Feb. 11, 1971 - David E. 

Winter, son of  Mr. and Mrs. 
Dwaine Winter, Staples, 
recently enlisted in the U.S. 
Army, it was announced 
today by SFC Ron Goodrich, 
the Ar my Recruiter at 
Brainerd.

Wi n t e r  i s  p re s e n t ly 
attending Ar my Basic 
Training at Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky. After complet-
ing this training, he will be 
trained in the Army’s Med-
ical Care and Treatment 
Field at Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas. He is a 1970 graduate 
of  Staples high school.

o Feb. 11, 1971 - David 
Uhrich was awarded Best 
Actor by the Wartburg 
Players for his part as 
Christopher Wren in “The 
Mousetrap,” a mystery by 
Agatha Christie.

Uhrich also had a part 
in the Shakespeare pro-
duction, “Much Ado About 
Nothing,” which was pre-
sented in October.

David is the son of  Mr. 
and Mrs. William Uhrich, 
Staples. He is a 1970 gradu-
ate of  Staples high school 
and a freshmen at Wartburg 
College.

o Feb. 11, 1971 - Staff  Ser-
geant Gordon P. Opheim, 
son of  Mr. and Mrs. Emil 
Opheim, Motley received 
his fourth award of  the 
U.S. Air Force Commenda-
tion Medal at Aviano AB, 
Italy, from Lieutenant Gen-
eral Richard H. Ellis, vice 
commander-in-chief, U.S. 
Air Forces in Europe. Ser-
geant Opheim, a personnel 
specialist, was decorated 
for his outstanding perfor-
mance of  duty. He has com-
pleted a tour of  duty at Tan 
Son Nhut AB, Vietnam. The 
sergeant is a 1953 graduate 
of  Motley high school.

25 Years ago - 1996
o Feb. 8, 1996 - A Staples 

Motley Middle School stu-
dent has been suspended 
following a knife incident 
last week on a bus. 

According to  school 
authorities, an 8th grade 

student allegedly pulled 
a knife on a 7th grade stu-
dent aboard a shuttle bus 
on Jan. 31, between Staples 
and Motley. There was no 
actual attack and no inju-
ries, Middle School Princi-
pal Jim Hofer said, “It (the 
knife) was used as a threat, 
but there was no contact.” 
L e g a l  p ro c e d u re s  a n d 
school policies are being fol-
lowed, Hofer said.

o Feb. 8, 1996 - Like many 
places in Minnesota, Sta-
ples set a record last Friday 
morning with a low of  47 
degrees below zero. State-
wide, a new record of  -60 
degrees was set at Tower, 
while many other official 
weather reporting stations 
set new records as well. 
Those included -45 at Inter-
national. Falls, -40 at Roch-
ester.

That same day, Ken and 
Grace LeVasseur recorded 
a -47 on their thermometer, 
the lowest they have had in 
28 years of  record keeping 
at their home just south of  
Staples.

o Feb. 8,  1996 -  Fire 
destroyed a garage and 
shop at the Alan and Vickie 
Paskewitz home in Fawn 
Lake Township Jan. 29.

Staples Volunteer Fire 
Department fire fighters 
were called out about 10:30 
p.m. in sub-zero tempera-
tures to fight the fire in the 
garage and machine shop. 

“I was very, very happy  with 
the fire department. They 
were here quickly. Two or 
three minutes more and we 
would have lost it all,” he 
said. Paskewitz said a new 
wood furnace in the build-
ing was believed to be the 
cause of  the fire. 

Fire fighters were on 
the Paskewitz fire scene for 
about three hours, returned 
to the fire hall and were then 
called out again about 8 a.m. 
Sunday on a call that turned 
out to be a false alarm. 

Firemen were called out 
again about 11 a.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 3, to a chimney fire 
at the Frank Odell home 
just north of  Staples in 
Thomastown Township. A 
chimney fire resulted in  a 
cracked flue in the chimney. 
That fire call also came in 
sub-zero temperatures.

10 Years ago - 2011
o Feb. 10, 2011 - About 

$3,000 was raised through 
ticket sales and donations 
for early childhood pro-
grams at the “Savor the 
Moment” event Saturday 
night at the Landmark Inn, 
Staples. Presented by the 
Staples Motley Early Child-
hood Coalition, the “Savor 
the Moment” event was a 
chef’s challenge for educa-
tion. 

o Feb. 10, 2011 - Lynn 
Peterson, Staples Motley 
High School activities direc-
tor, dean of  students and 

boys basketball head coach, 
was placed on paid adminis-
trative leave Tuesday.

Mark Schmitz, Superin-
tendent of  Staples Motley 
Schools, said the action was 
taken pending investiga-
tion of  allegations against 
Peterson. Schmitz would 
not comment on the nature 
of  those allegations citing 
data privacy laws. 

o Feb. 10, 2011 - Ron and 
Betty Starke of  Motley have 
been married for nearly 54 
years. They met as teen-
agers in 1949, at the local 
roller skating rink and 
were married about eight 
years later. Over the years, 
they’ve shared a number of  
good times and experienced 
some tough situations as 
well. Through it all, they’ve 
remained the best of  friends 
and look forward to spend-
ing another Valentine’s Day 
together.

- o - 
Compiled by

Dawn Timbs
- o - Hello readers. This week’s archive 

photo is from our Feb. 8, 1996 edition. 
Do you know who these people are and 
perhaps the context of the photos? Email 
your answers and where you are from 

to dtimbs@staplesworld.com by Friday 
morning, or call 218-894-1112. The an-
swers will be published in next week’s 
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Mystery photo

Last week’s mystery photo, pub-
lished in the Jan. 28, 1971 edition of 
the Staples World, featured the Roger 
Bienusa family who had moved back to 
Staples. A report from Mrs. Effie Moon, 
the Welcome Wagon hostess, men-
tioned that there was one new family in 
the Staples area - Mr. and Mrs. Roger 
Bienusa from the Twin Cities area. They 
have two boys and five girls. Mr. Bienu-
sa works for McCourtney Plastics in this 
city. He was a former Staples resident 
and worked in the cities for 15 years 
before moving here with his family.

  Todd Hoemberg of Staples 
identified Roger and Sharon Bienusa, 
along with their “first handful of chil-
dren they had.” Pictured, from left, are 
Gloria, Patrick, George, Beverly (on 
lap), Sharon (mom), Roger (dad), Kath-
leen, Colleen and Linda (on lap).  He 
noted that they had five more children 
after this photo was taken: Roger, Jr., 

Jelene, Ronald, Heather and AJ. Hoem-
berg, went on to say that he is the 
significant other of Heather Bienusa. 

Janice Johnson of Staples also 
correctly identified Roger and Sharon 
Bienusa, adding that they were family 
friends for years. She thought the baby 
might be AJ, one of the youngest of 
their children.   Judy Wolak of Staples 
correctly identified the parents, as well 
as daughters Colleen and Linda. Mike 
Koppes of Staples correctly identified 
Roger and Sharon, as well as their 
children Colleen, Beverly and Patrick. 
He recalled that Roger, Sr. had grown 
up in Staples, moved to the Twin Cities 
area for awhile before returning to 
Staples to work at RKO Tool, he be-
lieved. Kevin Roline of Nevis correctly 
identified the Bienusa parents, as well 
as several of their children. Thanks for 
participating in our Mystery Photo. 

Mystery solved

not been hearing anything 
about the flu.

Mackedanz said that the 
precautions being taken to 
prevent COVID-19 are help-
ing to keep the “regular” flu 
numbers down.

“People are washing their 
hands and wearing masks. 
I  don’t think I’ve been 
sick once in the last nine 
months,” she said.

In other news:
• Approved: One-Day On 

Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor License 
for Swanville/Sobieski 
Lions on Long Lake in Burn-
hamville Township effective 
February 27, 2021.

• At the commissioner’s 
meeting on December 1, 
2020, it was approved to hire 
a health education coordi-
nator. The board approved 
the hire of  applicant  Sergio 
Aguilera to fill this open 
position. The start date to 
be determined.

• Approved: To hire Tyler 
Winkels for part-time road 
deputy, starting February 3.

• Approved: Reappointing 
Jennifer Crider as District 
2 Representative, Al Loken 
as District 4 Representa-
tive and acknowledge the 
at-large #2 position remains 
vacant for the Parks and 
Trails Board.

• The 2021 Todd County 
budget for the support of  
To d d - Wa d e n a  C o m m u -
nity Corrections has been 
approved at $548,848. It was 
approved to transfer the 
allocated funds.

• The Facilities Depart-
ment has been using an 
S-10 pickup for their depart-
ment’s daily tasks which 
is included in the County 
Motor Pool vehicle group. 
This S-10 unit has well-
served the department’s 
needs since 2010 and is in 
dire need of  replacement 
due to safety concerns.

The board approved des-
ignating a Chevrolet Colo-
rado that is in the existing 
motor pool to resolve the 
immediate safety concerns 
and best use of  the county’s 
vehicles.

• Approved: To purchase  
four (4) 2021 Chevrolet Tra-
verses from North Country 
GM for a total of  $114,123.80. 
Three other vehicles in the 
motor pool will be sold at 
auction. They’re high mile-
age Chevrolet Impalas.

A u d i t o r / T r e a s u r e r 
Denise Gaida explained the 
larger amount was because 
last year they did not pur-
chase any vehicles. They set 
aside approximately $55,000 
per year for new motor pool 
vehicles to keep a rotation.

Last year’s funds were 
rolled into the 2021 budget.

• Set: 2021 spring road 
meeting for April 5, 2021 at 
9 a.m. in the county board 
room.

• Approved:  AFSCME  
Health and Human Services 
contract agreement. High-
lights included in the  agree-
ment; no change to health 
insurance premium cost 
sharing, a 2 percent general 
wage increase for 2021 and 
eliminating the sick leave 
bonus.

• Approved:  AFSCME 
Public  Works contract 
agreement with the same 
highlights to the agreement 
as above.

• Held a closed session to 
develop or consider offers 
or counteroffers for the pur-
chase or sale of  real or per-
sonal property.

After the regular meet-
ing and closed session, the 
board held a short work ses-
sion to discuss a proposed 
change to the Emergency 
Closing policy.

• Gaida noted that town-
ship elections will be on 
March 9, 2021, with the 
absentee voting opening 
on February 5. The Sta-
ples-Motley School District 
will be voting on their ques-
tion on April 13, 2021.

• Coordinator Chris Pelzer 
said they have received 15 
applications for the newest 
round of  grant funds for 
businesses and non-profits. 
Applicants have until Febru-
ary 19, 2021, to get an appli-
cation in.

COUNTY continued from page 1a

Regular flu numbers down
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By Shane Tappe
Staples-Motley School Superintendent 
 

It’s no secret why Staples and Motley 
are great places to live, work and play. Our 
beautiful natural landscape makes it easy 
to enjoy the great outdoors. We work to-
gether to support each other in good times 
and bad.

Hard work is in our DNA. Major employ-
ers in a variety of  industries such as Lake-
wood have put down roots because of  our 
rich history, scenic beauty and strong pub-
lic schools. Staples-Motley graduates have 
long been integral to the local workforce 
pipeline that local companies depend on. 

Staples-Motley schools remains com-
mitted to delivering a quality education 
while striving to keep our students healthy 
amidst this pandemic.

As part of  our ongoing Continuous Im-
provement Plan (CIP), we have reviewed 
how our aging facilities have impacted ed-
ucation quality.   

Education has changed drastically since 
1935, when the oldest portion of  our Middle/
High School was built. Today, our build-
ings’ average age is 50. They require ma-
jor updates and improvements to address 
deferred maintenance issues, safety and 
air quality and to keep up with today’s ed-
ucational best practices. Diligent mainte-
nance has helped us address issues as they 
emerge, but there are needs that exceed 
current maintenance budgets. 

That’s why our school board has pro-
posed a $64.4 million plan for voters to 
consider on April 13, 2021. The investment 
plan will renovate and expand our existing 
elementary and middle/high school build-
ings to make them into an early education 
through grade 6 and grades 7-12 facilities, 
respectively.  

The plan will greatly extend the life of  
our buildings’ energy systems by updating 
existing HVAC, mechanical and air qual-
ity systems. Expanded career and techni-
cal education (CTE) spaces will allow for 
more robust agriculture, culinary arts and 
industrial education curriculums. Larger 
orchestra, band, choir and practice rooms 
give students richer fine arts opportunities. 
Improved safety and security measures will 
complement larger classrooms featuring 
collaborative and one-on-one spaces. 

All told, the community-led plan will 
save the district approximately $324,000 

annually in operational expenses. A resi-
dential home in our district with a median 
value of  $125,000 would see an estimated tax 
increase of  $23.50 per month beginning in 
the 2022 tax year. The state’s Ag2School Tax 
Credit would pay for approximately 14.4 
percent of  the project’s total cost.

If  voters reject the referendum, the 
board has already approved a more piece-
meal Plan B for $14.5 million. This plan only 
addresses a portion of  the most significant 
infrastructure needs, such as air quality, 
heating and roofing updates. It will not re-
sult in educational improvements inside 
the classroom, nor will it address all of  the 
district’s deferred maintenance needs. A 
residential home in our district with a me-
dian value of  $125,000 would see an estimat-
ed tax increase of  $12.67 per month begin-
ning in the 2022 tax year. Limited funding 
sources to make these improvements mean 
taxpayer investment only completes about 
20 percent of  the needs identified in district 
building assessments. This board-approved 
Plan B would require additional invest-
ments in the near future. 

Planning for our district’s long-term vi-
sion through CIP began well before the pan-
demic. Although facility improvements are 
just one pillar to support the CIP’s Cardi-
nal Commitments, historically low interest 
rates and a highly competitive construction 
economy punctuated by the pandemic put 
us in a good position to better manage the 
cost of  these high-value projects. 

I am proud of  the progress our school 
board leaders have made since our commu-
nities turned down a referendum in May 
2019. They re-engaged our district’s facili-
ties committee about the best way to move 
forward that reflects our communities’ pri-
orities established in the CIP.

In the past year, dozens of  one-on-one 
meetings and a scientific phone survey 
have taught us even more of  what our com-
munity deems most essential. From par-
ents, teachers and community members, to 
students and alumni, I am grateful to every-
one who has been involved in this commu-
nity-shaped plan.

Between now and Election Day, I encour-
age you to visit our website, SMTimeTo-
Rise.com. There you will find details on the 
plan, need and process, plus how to vote. 
Recognizing that many questions will arise 
between now and April 13, feel free to con-
tact me at shane.tappe@isd2170.k12.mn.us 
or 218-894-5400.

School building issues 
exceed current budget

By Lee H. Hamilton
 
With the handof f  of  

power from one president 
to another, we enter this 
new phase of  our nation-
al life in deep distress. We 
are divided and polarized, 
struggling to communicate 
reasonably with one anoth-
er, and seemingly unable 
to find common ground on 
basic issues. Yet the path 
forward is neither new nor, 
really, difficult. We all know 
what needs to happen. We 
just need to do it.

To heal as a nation, we 
need to return to our tradi-
tional ways of  doing busi-
ness. We need to rediscov-
er our skills at negotiation 

and compromise. We must 
rekindle our understand-
ing that many people con-
tribute to our progress as 
a nation and that no one 
has an exclusive on wisdom. 
And perhaps more than 
anything, we need to reas-
sure ourselves that we have 
the confidence and ability 
to solve our problems. We 
have done it in the past. We 
can do it again.

I count myself  among 
those who believe that Pres-
ident Trump’s misconduct 
should not be ignored, that 
healthy democracies hold 
public officials accountable 
for their actions and do not 
just sweep them under the 
rug in the name of  moving 

on. Representative democ-
racies cannot function if  
political leaders try to over-
turn the results of  a free 
and fair election when they 
do not like the result.

At the same time, though, 
we badly need to focus on 
the tasks of  governing. And 
by “we,” I mean all of  us. 
Most of  us will not have 
much impact on the future 
of  Social Security or find-
ing ways to provide afford-
able health care to every 
American, but we do bear 
responsibility for making 
our own little corner of  the 
country work. We can look 
around our neighborhood, 
our community, our region, 
or our state and do our best 
to make our system lives up 
to its promise.

For starters, this means 
that we resolve our differ-
ences without resorting to 
violence or trying to over-
throw the system. Our rep-
resentative democracy has 
its faults, but over the long 
sweep of  our history it has 
served us well, evolving 
as public understanding 
evolves. In our system, we 
work to reform it, not to jet-
tison it altogether.

Binding up our wounds 
will take recognizing that 
we can work together to re-
solve our differences. We 
will be helped on this score 
by electing principled, prac-
tical and pragmatic leaders. 
I have had the privilege 
in my time in politics of  
watching hundreds (if  not 
thousands) of  elected offi-
cials and their staff  commit 
to making the U.S. a better 
country. This is our histor-
ic norm, and I want to see 
it function again: with a 
return to the business of  
governing. We want our 
representatives to disagree 
on policy grounds not be-
cause of  where they went to 

school or where they live or 
what they look like and then 
negotiate, legislate and find 
a way forward. You don’t al-
ways get results if  you’re in-
volved in public life, but you 
should strive to reach them. 
And if  you fail the first time, 
it should be the norm that 
you move on and come back 
another day to try again or 
to correct what went wrong.

The truth is, we cannot 
solve our problems without 
talking to each other, and 
talking, talking and talking. 
That’s why we need leaders 
who are pragmatic about 
what they can achieve and 
are skilled and experienced 
in the arts of  compromise 
and consensus building. 
And we need citizens who 
expect their elected repre-
sentatives and the media 
they consume to level with 
them, tell them uncomfort-
able truths, explain the 
facts, repudiate conspiracy 
theories and put forward 
workable policies for a com-
plex, ever-changing country.

We face tough problems. 
And while Americans do 
not expect miracles, they do 
expect their leaders to work 
together to solve them. That 
is how we move forward. 
The Jan. 6, insurrection was 
a very dark moment in our 
history. We have a long way 
to go to move past it, but we 
have a chance to revitalize 
our democracy by showing 
that it can work to improve 
the lives of  all Americans, 
regardless of  their beliefs. 
We have done it in the past. 
We can do it again.

 
Lee Hamilton, Senior Advisor 
for the Indiana University 
Center on Representative 
Government. Was a 34 year 
member of the U.S. House 
of Representatives.

The path forward for U.S. politics

By Anne Mosle and 
Trene Hawkins

 
How will our children re-

member 2021?
It will be the first anni-

versary of  a global pan-
demic many predicted, but 
for which our nation was 
woefully unprepared. It 
will be the first year of  the 
Biden-Harris presidential 
administration. And it will 
be a moment for policymak-
ers to start fresh and get it 
right – on our health, our 
economy, and crucially, on 
supporting our nation’s 
families. This can be the 
year we scale up solutions 
that embrace a culture of  
health and expand family 
prosperity. Access to good 
jobs, education, health and 
whole-family well-being are 
the foundations of  family 
prosperity – as is an inclu-
sive, expansive definition 
of  family that honors the 
many  ways in which we 
live and care for one anoth-
er.

Well before the pandem-
ic, we needed to do better 
for all families. Our nation 
continues to perpetuate 
systemic health and wealth 
disparities along race and 
gender lines, intensifying 
at their intersections. We 
see it in the devastating, 
dispropor tionate  blow 
COVID-19 dealt to working 
women forced to leave the 
workforce at record rates, 
often due to the child care 
crisis – with mothers of  col-
or most affected.

One of  the greatest bar-
riers to family prosperi-
ty is the false narrative 
of  “rugged individualism” 
and meritocracy. Our na-
tion must realize that the 
well-being of  families de-
pends on our capacity to 
listen and learn from their 
lived experiences and ex-
pertise – not judge them. 
Working parents with a 
child at home are 41 per-
cent of  the workforce. With 
many schools only open vir-
tually and dwindling child 

care options, we must as-
sert that breadwinning and 
caregiving are compatible 
responsibilities. Leaders 
in state houses, Congress, 
and the White House can 
change this narrative by 
embracing data-driven 
solutions that change out-
comes for families, econo-
mies, and communities.

Addressing one of  the 
greatest gaps in support for 
families across the nation 
– the aforementioned child 
care crisis – is one way to 
make this shift. The solu-
tion: follow the lead of  All 
Our Kin, which partners 
with family child care busi-
nesses. These small, home-
based child cares are run 
by and serve families facing 
the greatest barriers to ac-
cessing child care. All Our 
Kin offers bilingual (En-
glish and Spanish) services 
including business and ed-
ucation training, peer-net-
working, zero-interest loans 
and grants, and marketing 
and referrals. The result? 
A triple win: providers suc-
ceed and contribute to the 
economy, parents can work 
knowing their children 
are safe and learning, and 
children receive the foun-
dation for success. Families 
and small businesses know 
what they need:  scaling up 
funding for and solutions to 
the child care crisis can not 
only increase rates of  fam-
ily prosperity, but do so in 
a way that dismantles dis-
criminatory systems and 
uses public resources equi-
tably and effectively.

We also must expand 
policies that keep families 
physically and economical-
ly safe right now: specifical-
ly, paid family and medical 
leave policies. In Califor-
nia, an additional 6 million 
workers can now safely take 
paid family leave and know 
their jobs will be there 
when they return, thanks 
to a new law that enforces 
job-protected paid leave 
for workers (including 
adoptive or foster parents) 

to bond with a new child 
or care for their own or a 
family member’s health 
condition – a vital need as 
COVID-19 infections surge 
in the state. Without this 
protection, parents of  col-
or, particularly Black moth-
ers and low-wage workers, 
were most likely to be fired 
after taking needed leave. In 
San Francisco, only 58 per-
cent of  non-Hispanic Black 
parents and 54 percent of  
Hispanic parents could be 
assured their jobs would be 
there when they returned. 
The new law will increase 
job protection to 73 percent 
for non-Hispanic Black par-
ents and 71 percent for His-
panic parents. This is prog-
ress – but health, prosperity 
and opportunity should be 
accessible to all families, 
everywhere.

Our mandate is clear: 
scale up family-centered 
innovations that put their 
h e a l t h  a n d  e c o n o m i c 
well-being first. Incorpo-
rate these innovations into 
systems that lift families 
up instead of  holding them 
back. As we walk into 2021, 
we must learn from the past 
and reimagine better. We 
have the resources – public 
and private – but it comes 
down to choice and the re-
sponsibility of  our policy 
leaders and the private sec-
tor to act in families’ best 
interests. 

Let’s make this the year 
we set an ambitious vision 
to achieve family prosperity. 
The year we righted wrongs 
that kept too many families 
from health and economic 
security. And the year we 
rejected old narratives, and 
put the conditions for fami-
lies to thrive in their place.

 
Mosle serves as a vice 
president of the Aspen 
Institute and executive 
director of Ascend at the 
Aspen Institute. Hawkins 
is a program officer with 
the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation.

Family prosperity must 
be our mandate in 2021

Quote of  the week

“Girls are the future mothers of  our society, and 
it is important that we focus on their well-being

— Miriam Makeba
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Dr. Stacy Sjoberg, MD, Ph.D. 
Evaluations and Surgery close to home!!

Call to schedule in Staples:1-800-952-3766

Todd County 
Health & Human Services
is currently scheduling Todd County

residents aged 65 and over 
for COVID-19 vaccine appointments.  
Residents who would like to schedule

an appointment should call 320-732-4500, 
and press option 1, on Fridays between 

the hours of 12 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Understand that there is limited vaccine available 

each week. Residents are encouraged to 
 call in on Friday a� ernoons to verify the status 

of Todd County’s vaccine clinic schedule.

w
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For Information 
Call: 218-541-5333 

Email: TheMillTH@brutgerequities.com
Professionally Managed by: Brutger Equities, Inc. 

www.brutgerequities.com

Welcome to 
The Mill Townhomes! 

925 Michigan Avenue Northeast, Suite 201, 
Staples, Minnesota 56479

O� ering beautiful, a� ordable,
new three bedroom townhomes. 

Amenities Include:
• Garage Included • Central Air Conditioning

• Private Patio • Washer & Dryer • Blinds
• Quiet Neighborhood • Microwave • Playground

• A great Place to Call Home!

2 col. X 4”

w
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Staples-Motley High 
School honor roll, Semes-
ter 1:

A Honor Roll
Grade 12: Emmet An-

derson, Beatrice Bonazza, 
Rose Han, Oliver Lund, Tor-
ri Nienow, Elizabeth Noble, 
Libby O’Neil, Adam Ober-
lander, Ava Scheider, Cole 
Winkels

Grade 11: Drew Berg, 
Brooke Converse, Adriana 
Dickey, Andria Dolezal, Bo 
Erholtz, Abby Jares, Siver 
Klefsaas, Addison Lorb-
er, Cassidy Radueg, Jaden 
Stangle, Jadyn Vogel

Grade 10: Briana Bend-
son, Topanga Braith, Lucas 
Brownell, Nicole Carter, 
Emilya Case, Rafael Cau-
dillo, Riley Dabbs, Wil-
liam Dolezal, Bronte Eny-
art-Martinez, Camry Ferris, 
Isabelle Halvorson, Caitlin 
Jasmer, Jayce Kobliska, 
Georgia Kruchten, Hailey 
Larson, Landon Mertens, 
Thien Nguygen, Allison 
Olander, Ashley Robben, Af-
ten Robinson, Isaiah Schul-

tz, Trinity Seamann
Grade 9: Camden Ander-

son, Isabel Birkholtz, Alex 
Black, Addisyn Cichos, Des-
tiny Dukowitz, Tiana Gon-
zalez, Genevieve Groetsch, 
Emali Jimenez-Kloeckle, 
Gaberial Koval, Amery 
Lorber, Sabina Moe, Adam 
Nienow, Jr., Lauren Rutten, 
Andrew Salcido, Brayden 
Salcido, Eli Smith, Odin 
Trif, Ashlyn Vogel, Bailey 
Weiland

B Honor Roll
Grade 12: Alex Brings, 

Preston Butler, Dylan Cam-
eron, Haley Cichos, Evan 
DeChaine, Hannah DeWald, 
Jenna Dvorak, Daija Hal-
vorson, Brooke Heldman, 
Heidi Lombard, Vanessa 
Lozano, Jordan Lundquist, 
Tate Maciej, Charlize Mar-
tin, Katherine Michel, Al-
exander Morlock, Jessica 
Schimpp, Bradyn Siewert

Grade 11: Morgan Beck-
er, Chandler Braith, Lyle 
Brownell, Abby Dukowitz, 
Elizabeth Dukowitz, Owen 
Hageman, Brent Hansen, 

Francesca Hanson, Liam 
Harvey, Allison Knosalla, 
MayKayla Lambert, Grace 
Mclennan, Sarina Petralia, 
Joshua Schimpp, Klaire 
Storry, William Thew

Grade 10: Grace Allen, 
Veronica Bar nes, Luke 
Bates,  Grace Bendson, 
Keegan Bestland, Michael 
Brown, Keegan Harvey, Sa-
rina Huepenbecker, Parker 
Hurtig, Corrine Japke, Ca-
leb  Jasmer, Grace Jennis-
sen, Cyril Johnson, Blake 
Knudson, Seth Larson, Na-
thaniel Ritter, Madden Rob-
erts, Meghan VanAlst

Grade 9: Keller Ander-
son, Madalynn Beto, Kyan-
na Burton, Gabrielle Case, 
Kenzie Erickson, Brooke 
Hansen, Macy Knudson, 
Benjamin Long, Zachary 
McIlravy, Elliana Moulton, 
Gabriel Ritter, Amy Rollins, 
Kaitlin Schaefer, Kyra Stan-
gle, Aiden Stevens, Steffany 
Sullivan, Cole Tetlie, Car-
son Trantina, Olivia Vogt.

Staples-Motley High School
Honor roll

Motley-Staples Middle 
School honor roll, Semes-
ter 1:

A Honor Roll
Grade 8:  Grant Best-

land, Estella Bock, Jack 
Carlson, Sawyer Ferdon, 
Laken Hines, Oliviah Lor 
ber, Jessica Lundquist, Axel 
Mertens, Peyton Mithun, 
Corinne Olson, Oliviah 
Opheim, Benet Robinson, 
Miranda Schotzko, Alex-
ander Schultz, Skyler Self, 
Jade Storry, Benjamin Tyr-
rell, Heidi Zimmerman

Grade 7: Summer An-
derson, Ava Birkholtz, Abby 
Brichacek, Owen Carlson, 
Isabelle Dobson, Elijah Gre-
enwaldt, Arina Imgrund, 
Avery Japke, Walker John-
son, Jorja Kobliska, Skye 
Larson, Raina Mikhaeil, 
Cecily Moe, Alexis Opelia, 
Andrew Paklonsky, Riley 
Reese, Elijah Rutten, An-
nie Scholosser, Colbe Tappe, 
Livia Trif

Grade 6: Corben Berg, 
Allison Dukowitz, Maria 
Halvorson, Bella Hines, 
Thomas Johnson, Caden 
Kramer, Justin Olson, Pres-
ton Pierce, Carter Sarbaum, 
Evan Schultz, Logan Serich, 
MariaJose Stumbo, Chloe 
Trantina, Tyson Turner, 

Gracie Wolpert, Daniel Zim-
merman

Grade 5: Gage Bjerga, 
Andrew Black, Beau Carl-
son, Bryson Dumpprope, 
Roman Engebretson, Kain 
Erickson, Jacob Faulkner, 
Ryan Heifort, Molly Hoem-
berg, Lyndon Laney, Clara 
Maros, Maci Mithun, Riv-
er Munger, Maira Qureshi, 
Lydia Roelofs, Alyce Schel-
er, Paxton Sharpe, Scarlet 
Stracek, Daisie Strassburg, 
EmiLynn Sullivan, Brook-
lyn Winter, Kalee Winter

B Honor Roll
Grade 8: Sophie Albie, 

Payton Allen, Jacob Becker, 
Gavin Chenoweth, Dustin 
Converse, Jaden Johnson, 
Emma Lamke, Ellen Lange, 
Dylan Lawrence, Naila 
Mikhaeil, Brianna Mitch-
ell, Arabella Moore, Steven 
Petrich, Aliza Qureshi, Is-
real Ritter, Dillan Robben, 
Logan Robben, Nathaniel 
Rubink, Hayden Ruther-
ford, Abigail Simon, Bradyn 
Smith, Kristofer Taylor, Ki-
erra Zivrovic

Grade 7: Elliot Allen, 
Sadye Anderson, Turner 
Beachy, Luke Bjerga, Au-
drey Brownell, Charles 
Dabbs, Emmalee Dobson, 
Eli Dumpprope, McKenzie 

Fletcher, Gage Foss, Cam-
eron Ganyo, Adrian Go-
mez, Jameson Harvey, Isaac 
Jares, Peyton Jares, Josie 
Jennissen, Conner Kuhns, 
Noah Larson, Pamela Law-
rence, Isaac Long, Carson 
Mertens, Rylee Mielson, 
Giselle Polknow, Nathaniel 
Seamann, Dravyn Smith, 
Skyla Teply

Grade 6: Brooke Benson, 
Emersen Bettis, Leighton 
Bettis, Ayden Blue, Josiah 
Burton, Gavin Cowles, Josh-
ua Cushing, Lillian Czecho-
wic,  Lily Davis,  Jacob 
Hansen, Maddock Harvey, 
Jasmine Isley, Jocelyn Lenk, 
Philip Rapp, Sophie Schloss-
er, Landon Thotland-Quen-
zer, Kylie Wenzel

Grade 5: Jayci Borash, 
Adalyne Brenny, Connor 
Buss, Kylee Chenoweth, Da-
Mairius Coon, Andrew Dob-
son, Jada Ellingsen, Lexi 
Fishman, Jesus Gallardo, 
Guage Holst, Jaida Holst, 
Jasmyne Hove, Ayden Hov-
land, Carter Kist, Karter 
Lynch, Alexzanda Markie, 
Jadalynn McKenna, Keira 
Mevissen, Landon Moench, 
Brodey Page, Ally Pesola, 
Brooke Reisenauer, Caleb 
Ritter, Vance Vejtasa, Haydn 
Ziegler.

Staples-Motley Middle 
School Honor roll

February 17
StapleS all VeteranS and 

Community park aSSoCiation 
Board meeting   Wednesday, 
Feb. 17, 5:30 p.m., Timbers 
Restaurant and Event Cen-
ter. The public is invited 
to attend. The meeting 
will be in person and via 
Zoom. With the continua-
tion of  Covid-19, masks are 
required when entering, 
moving about within the 
building and upon leaving. 
If  attending by Zoom, con-
tact Bob Hamann at 218-
894-3139 for information.

Mark Your 
Calendar

Todd County is taking advantage of  the 
Clean Water Partnership Loan Program 
offered by the Minnesota Pollution Con-
trol Agency for updating existing septic 
systems. This program is available to any-
one who wants to update their failed, old or 
undersized septic system. 

The loan dollars are available to appli-
cants on a first come, first served basis. Ap-
plicants apply directly through the Todd 
County Planning & Zoning office. All com-
plete applications will be accepted as long 
as the request is to replace an existing sep-
tic system and they are not currently delin-
quent on their property taxes. 

This is how the system works:
• Property owner submits an application 

and a $100.00 application fee
• Todd County receives a cost estimate (to 

track available funds), design and permit 

fee from the contractor 
.Septic system gets installed and inspect-

ed
• Contractor submits a copy of  the bill to 

Todd County
• Todd County pays the contractor direct-

ly
• Property owner pays back the loan at 

1.5% interest added directly to property tax-
es. Up to 10 years to pay off  the loan

Todd County Planning and Zoning also 
has limited cost share funds for failing sys-
tem systems available for landowner’s who 
meet the low income thresholds.

If  you are interested in learning about 
either of  these programs or would like an 
application, please contact Todd County 
Planning and Zoning by calling 320-732-4420.

Update septic systems 
through Todd County

Staples Serenity AA group is holding their meetings 
at the Staples Assembly of  God Church on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings beginning at 7 p.m.

Participants are required to wear a mask and practice 
social distancing. Masks will be provided to attendees who 
don’t have one.

The Assembly of  God Church is located at 914 3rd Ave. 
S. in Staples. For more information about these meetings, 
call 320-874-0979.

AA meetings
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Staples Area Church Directory
Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Associate Pastor Zach Jones
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)

 .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)

 .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Teen Youth/Adults Bible Study .......7-8 p.m.

First Congregational Church, 
UCC
fi rstcongouccstaples@gmail.com
204 5th St. NE, Staples ............. 218-894-2571
 Worship .........................................9:30 a.m.
 Fellowship, refreshments following service

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor: Carl Larson
Associate Pastor: Carleton Smee
 Sunday Worship Service................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m.

Sacred Heart Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296 
Pastor Fr. Gabriel Walz
Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Coordinator: 
Monica J. Simmons ...... 218-414-0081 cell/text
MASS:
 Thursday and Friday .....................8:30 a.m. .
 Saturday  ......................................5:00 p.m.
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Rev. Robin Collins
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School & Bible Class .......10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
Pastor Greg Leslie
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)
 Sunday School (for grades K-12 and adults)
  ........................................... 9:15-10:15 a.m.
 
Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Eric Clapp ..........................701-261-2394 (cell)
 Sunday Worship ............................8:15 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.
 
Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
Associate Pastor: Carleton Smee
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ..........................9:30 a.m.
 Pancake Breakfast ......................11:45 a.m.
 2nd Sunday, each month

Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Offi ce Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
Community Life Pastor: Jim Brown
Associate Pastor/Youth Joe Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
Facebook Live .................................10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Praise & Prayer ............................6:30 p.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Charles Mallory, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ..............9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-7:30 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.

St. Michael
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
Pastor Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Tuesday .........................................6:30 p.m,
 Wednesday....................................8:30 a.m. .
 Saturday .......................................7:00 p.m.
 Sunday ........................................10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service................9:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson  
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Pastor Wayne Hoffert
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship .............. 10:45 a.m./6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
United Methodist Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Services ..........................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Heath Belknap, Pastor of Student Ministries
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.
Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
Childrens’ Pastor Kenneth Kjeldergaard
 SUNDAY
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
   Night Life Groups ......................6:30-8 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St. PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.
Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
Central United Methodist
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor Chuck Horsager, 218-639-4225
 Sunday Worship ......................... 9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School .......................... 10:30 a.m.

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 .. Open by arrangement

The Staples area Church Directory is sponsored by these businesses:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Mid-Central Federal 
Savings Bank

Fully Insured to $250,000
Staples, MN 218-894-3900

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Longbella Drug Store
"The Prescription Store"

2nd Ave., Staples • 218-894-2242
Motley and Pillager

Staples True Value
“Just Ask Rental”
Open 7 days a week.

Staples, MN 218-894-3263

“We All Have a Ministry!”
Submitted by Pastor Roy Miles
Staples Assembly of God Church

An old man was on a cruise ship. He was very ill and 
laid up in bed. As he lay there he heard a splash and a 
rush of feet and yelling, “Man overboard!”  As the man lay 
there, he struggled with a desire to help and yet realized 
his inability. His eyes fell upon his lantern. With a great 
effort, he moved his lantern to his little window, wishing he 
could do more. After his recovery, he found out from the 
sailors that the only way they were able to rescue the man 
in the darkness of the sea was by a beam of light shining 
on the sinking man’s hand.

Don’t look at what you cannot do. Take what little you 
do have and work with that. We ALL have something we 
are good at doing. Even a smile is a ministry. 

This story reminds me that the little I can do, can be 
used by God in miraculous ways. He is the only one who 
truly gives us strength to do anything. Amazingly, the 
apostle Paul, who we consider to be a great missionary, 
made the following statements:

 
I Corinthians 2:3-5 (NKJV)
“I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trem-

bling. And My speech and My preaching were not with 
persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not be in 
the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”

 
II Corinthians 12:9-10 (NKJV)
“And He said to me, ‘My grace is suffi cient for you, for 

My strength is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore most 
gladly I will rather boast in My infi rmities, that the power 
of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in 
infi rmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in 
distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I 
am strong.”

 
I Corinthians 1:25 (NKJV)
“Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, 

and the weakness of God is stronger than men.”

    --Author Unknown
 

w
7c To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, call 218-894-1112 for Jan or email: 

jwinter@staplesworld.com. As usual continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

Check with your church to be 
up-to-date on 

service options. Many o� er 
remote services. 

 I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Staples Motley 
Community Foundation and Mike Gold, the person who nominated 
me, for the Duane R. Lund Lifetime Achievement Award. I am not sure 
I deserve such an award, but I am extremely humbled to be recognized 
in the name of Duane Lund, who hired me for my first job as a teacher 
in Staples.
 It was May of 2004, when I was serving on what was then the Sta-
ples Community Foundation Board, that I approached Duane to see 
if he would support our naming an award after him. He was delighted 
and the first award given in his name for outstanding contributions to 
our community was given to him.  
 I would also like to thank all the sponsors who continue to keep 
the awards program alive and well in our communities. I asked Duane 
what made him most proud of his life in Staples and he responded by 
saying, “Seeing our kids and young people succeed.”  
 My wife and I have lived in Staples for over 45 years. The Staples 
and Motley communities are great places to live surrounded by great 
people. We are proud to call this area our home.
     Sincerely, 
     Ray Gildow 

Thank You...

2 col.X3” = $60.60

Needing/Wanting a 
 Granite Memorial

 FOR YOUR FAMILY?
I can help!
Diane M. 
Hahn

27 years serving 
our area! 

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685 
or 218-640-2341

Births reported at Lakewood heaLth system hospitaL in 
stapLes incLuded:

Born to Riley and Tyler Hodgden of  Menahga, a baby 
boy, Jacob Matthew weighing seven pounds,  five ounces 
on January 28, 2021.

Born to Megan and Daniel Alfano of  Pillager, a baby 
boy, Maverick Ryder weighing eight pounds, three 
ounces on February 1, 2021.

Born to Nicole and Jake Zellgert of  Browerville, a 
baby girl, Kali Ann weighing eight pounds, 13 ounces on 
February 1, 2021.

Born to Amber Hedin and Jesse Kenyon of  New York 
Mills, a baby boy, Byron Harvey weighing seven pounds 
13.6 ounces on February 1, 2021.

Born to Moriah and Neil Meech of  Sebeka, a baby boy, 
Parker Reino weighing eight pounds on February 4, 2021.

Hello World Obituaries

David Joseph Jay, 86, 
of  Greencastle, Indiana, 
passed away January 27, 
2021, at home with family at 
his bedside.

A private Celebration of  
Life will be held in Perham, 
during the summer.

“Dave” was born in Dil-
worth to Norbert “Bud” 
and Doris Jay on August 
15, 1934. He graduated from 
Staples High School. He 
married Sally Baloun on 
November 21, 1953 in Sta-
ples. He worked for many 
years as the Area Manager 
for Intercity Gas before he 
retired. He was involved in 
the Knights of  Columbus, 
where he served as Grand 
Knight and was given an 
Honorary Lifetime Mem-

bership. 
Dave is survived by his 

children, Catherine McK-
eithen of  Maple Grove, 
Susette (Dominic) Schmidt 
of  Sparta, WI, Pam Jay (wife 
of  David Jay, Jr.) Glenwood, 
IA, Patricia (Richard) Kaste 
of  Greencastle, IN, Gregory 
(Barbara) Jay of  Cloverdale, 
IN and Jennifer (Steve) Lien 
of  Greencastle, IN; numer-
ous grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren; two 
brothers, Bud (Jan) Jay and 
Ralph Jay and one sister, 
Doris “Sissy” Jennisen, all 
residing in Minnesota.

Dave is preceded in death 
by his wife, Sally Jay and 
one son, David Jay, Jr. 

The family of  David Jay 
wishes to extend our sincere 

thanks to Dr. Keith Landry, 
Hart to Hart Hospice with 
these wonderful caregivers, 
Jennifer, Rachael, Julia, 
Lynn, Hanah, Angie and 
Tammi.
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David Jay

DEADLINES
Newspaper deadline for copy 

and advertising: 12 noon Fridays

Thank You 
for reading the 
Staples World

Happy Birthday!
Best Wishes to 

Emmitt,
6 years old, Feb. 9

Barry Klemek, 59, of  
Hewitt passed away after a 
year-long battle with cancer 
with family by his side at 
his home February 2, 2021, 
under the tender care of  
Lakewood Health System 
Hospice.

A celebration of  life 
memorial service was held 
Feb. 9 at the United Method-
ist Church in Hewitt with 
Pastor Ken Uhren presiding. 
Honorary Urn Bearers were 
his grandchildren.

Burial will be held at a 
later date in Calvary Ceme-
tery, Wadena.

Barry was born to Max 
Jr. and Mary Lou (Henn-
agir) Klemek on July 29, 
1961 in Browerville. He 
attended high school at Ber-
tha-Hewitt and graduated in 
1980. Barry married Robin 
Ann Laust on Dec. 6, 1980, 
in Hewitt. For over 30 years, 
he worked at Lund boats in 
New York Mills. He worked 
in numerous departments 
and made many friends. 
The last eight years, Barry 
worked for the United States 
Postal Service as a city car-
rier based out of  Wadena, 
but traveling to help in 
Brainerd,  Park Rapids, 
Perham, Little Falls, Long 
Prairie, Staples and Sauk 
Centre. 

He loved fishing with his 
family, even catching a few 

“big ones” over the years. 
He shared his love of  hunt-
ing with his dad, brother 
and children and had a few 
trophies in his collection. 
He was smart, loving and 
an excellent cook. He was 
also known for his quick 
wit, great sense of  humor 
and ready smile. He will be 
deeply missed by his family 

and friends especially by 
his six grandchildren with 
whom he spent as much 
time as possible with as 
their devoted “Papa.”

Holding Barry’s memory 
close in the their hearts are 
his wife, Robin of  Hewitt; 
three children, Matthew 
Klemek of  Bertha, Megan 
(Eddie) Dolezal of  Bertha 
a n d  M i ch a e l  ( A s h l e y ) 
Klemek of  Deer Creek; six 
grandchildren, Max Klemek, 
Lauren, Alexa, Claire and 
Rylee Dolezal and Ryan 
Klemek; father, Max Klemek, 
Jr.; one brother, Larry (Mar-
ilyn) Klemek of  Bertha; one 
sister, Karen (Paul) Walgren 
of  Clarissa; along with a 
host of  family, friends and 
neighbors.

Preceding Barry in death 
were his mother, Mary Lou; 
father-in-law, Charles Laust; 
brother-in-law, Earl “Chip” 
Laust and sister-in-law, 
Brenda Laust.

Arrangements were by 
the Schuller Family Funeral 
Homes & Cremation Ser-
vices, Domian-Anderson 
Chapel, Bertha, www.Schul-
lerFamilyFH.com.
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Barry Klemek
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The Staples-Motley boys 
basketball team had two 
close Mid State Conference 
games this past week, fall-
ing 53-46, against Aitkin 
on Feb. 2 and 72-63, to Park 
Rapids on Feb. 4.

The Cards were ham-
pered with injuries in the 
two games.  In both games, 
they found themselves 
down by ten at halftime and 
were unable to narrow the 
margin by the end of  the 
game.

Against Aitkin, Sivert 

Klefsaas was the only Car-
dinal with a hot hand, scor-
ing on drives, the free throw 
line in the first half  and 
from outside in the second 
half. He finished with 27 
points and was the only 
player in double figures.

Against Park Rapids, 
Chandler Braith kept the 
Cardinals in the game early 
by scoring 10 first half  
points. Klefsaas hit five, 
three pointers in the second 
half  to bring the team back, 
but Park Rapids hit late 

free throws to keep the lead.
Some of  the reserves 

stepped up in the game 
against Park Rapids, with 
Dakota  Hennig ar  and 
Hunter Miller getting qual-
ity playing time.

Team results
Staples-Motley 63, Park 

Rapids 72
Scoring: Sivert Klefsaas 

18, Isaiah Schultz 14, Chan-
dler Braith 12, Dom Gomez 
6, Dakota Hennigar 6, Hunter 
Miller 5, Lyle Brownell 2

Cardinal boys BB play 
play conference games

This is a quiet time in the 
northern bird world.  Not silent, 
but definitely quiet here at Min-
nesota’s far northern latitude.  
One reason is the absence of  
so many species that have 
migrated to escape our frigid 
w i n t e r 
weather.  No 
m a l l a r d 
h e n s  c a n 
b e  h e a r d 
quacking to 
keep their 
b r o o d s  i n 
touch and 
s a f e .   N o 
twit ter  o f  
wrens that 
dash about 
i n  t h e i r 
hyperactive 
way.  No buzz 
o f  r u b y -
t h r o a t e d 
h u m m i n g -
bird wings 
as this most unique of  birds 
glides from blossom to blossom. 

The Minnesota winter bird 
world is depleted, but it’s not 
entirely vacant, or silent.  Still 
with us is the cheerful “chick-a-
dee-dee-dee” of  the tiny black-
capped chickadee, as it visits 
a feeder for a bite of  suet or a 
sunflower seed.  And of  course 
there is the harsh “jeer…jeer” 
of  the handsome but aggressive 

blue jay.  And if  you’re lucky 
you might hear the piercing, 
high-pitched “cuk…cuk…cuk…
cuk…cuk” of  North America’s 
largest woodpecker, the hand-
some, crested pileated that is as 
large as a raven.

The comparatively fewer 
birds with us in winter are 
also less visible because they 
must be judicious in how they 
spend their energy.  Survival 
is a matter of  budgeting that 
energy, spending as much time 
between their feeding forays 
sheltering in the protection of  
evergreen trees or shrubbery, 
their feathers puffed up to 
trap the little heat their small 
bodies generate.  Little time is 
spent being conspicuous unless 
they’re on a feeding mission.

Besides not wasting energy 
unnecessarily being exposed 
to the elements, our winter 
birds are not yet spending their 
energy on some of  the things 
that will be vital to the sur-
vival of  their kind.  Things like 
claiming and defending a ter-
ritory for raising their young, 
and courting a mate to make 
the promise of  those offspring 
come true.

Not yet, perhaps.  Not when 
we’ve just been gripped by this 
winter’s most prolonged spell 
of  sub-zero weather.  But the 
transition is not far off.  In fact, 

in some years—when February 
is waning, and March is within 
sight—the first of  the songbird 
suitors will fly to the upper 
branches of  a birch or maple in 
the first light of  sunrise, and let 
the world know that it’s looking 
for romance. 

The bird will be a male 
northern cardinal, for among 
the songbirds that winter with 
us, this is one of  the most reli-
able messengers that alerts 
us to the imminent arrival of  
March.  And when March is 
near, can spring be far off ?  Its 
song is an unmistakable series 
of  liquid notes that many 
describe as “cheer…cheer…
cheer…cheer…cheer…cheer.”  
Wonderfully appropriate for 
the news the cardinal is bring-
ing.

This vocal display in the 
high treetops accomplishes 
two things.  It is a statement to 
other male cardinals that the 
singer has claimed the neigh-
borhood as its territory.  It is 
also an overture to females 
within earshot to come and 
check out the source of  those 
sweet notes as a mate worthy of  
her attention. 

This early start has benefits 
for the cardinal species, for it 
is one of  the songbirds that 
commonly raises two broods 
of  young in the same year; 

sometimes even three.  The 
first brood may get its start 
in March, the second in late 
May.  The incubation period for 
the cardinal’s clutch of  three 
to five eggs is a brief  11 to 13 
days, and birds are fledged—
feathered—in about the same 
amount of  time.

Unlike some birds whose 
incubation duties are shared, 
only the female cardinal plays 
this role, though the male has 
often assisted by delivering 
nest building materials and 
food to the female during the 
nest building process.  The 
male will also care for and 
feed the fledglings once they 
have left the nest, allowing 
the female to go off  to begin 
another nesting cycle.

Having two or more broods 
in one spring-to-fall breed-
ing season is an evolutionary 
advantage for cardinals, con-
sidering the high mortality of  
their young—something that 
is common to most songbirds.  
If  a cardinal survives to adult-
hood its odds of  living longer 
improve substantially.  While 
three years is a common lifes-
pan in the wild, bird banding 
data has shown that some rare 
cardinals can live for a decade, 
or even more.  That’s a lot of  
very welcome “cheer” in the 
late winter treetops!

Winter holds the spotlight, but 
cardinals await their cue

- o - 
Inside the 
Outdoors

Mike Rahn
- o - 

The Staples-Motley wres-
tling team had two convinc-
ing wins at Park Rapids on 
Feb. 2, defeating the host 
team and Crosby-Ironton.

On Feb. 4, the Cardinals 
defeated Paynesville 60-15, 
but then lost to Holdingford.

Team results
S t a p l e s - M o t l e y  6 0 , 

Paynesville 15

106 Turner Beachy W fall, 
113 Aidan Winter W 6-4, 120 
Colbe Tappe W 16-0 TF, 126 
Owen Winter W ff, 132 Jason 
Trantina W ff, 138 Dalton Wells 
L 7-4, 145 Blake Neelan W ff, 
152 Conner Dobson W fall, 160 
Andrew Salcido W ff, 170 Logen 
Weite W 12-2, 182 Sam Jennis-
sen L fall, 195 Alex Giza W inj. 
default, 220 ff, 285 Cole Winkels 
W ff

Wrestlers earn 
three wins

Lyle Brownell gets a shot off over the defense.

Jump shot

BB action

Sivert Klefsaas gets past the Aitkin defense for a 
basket.

Drive to the basket

The Staples-Motley girls basketball 
team had a close, exciting matchup 
against Park Rapids, ending up losing 
the lead in the final minute to fall 72-68 
on Feb. 2. They followed that game  
with a low-energy performance at 
Pequot Lakes on Feb. 5, falling 69-25.

The Park Rapids game was a 
matchup between two similar style 
teams, young teams filled with fresh-
man and sophomores, fast-paced 
of fenses, tight person-to-person 
defenses and two new head coaches.  

“This contest was close the entire 
time and when we appeared to be gain-
ing the momentum in the waning min-
utes with a slight lead, we missed a 
couple of  free throws, while the Pan-
thers connected on a 3-point basket to 
regain the lead in the final minute,” 
said Coach Bruce Furhman.

“Aften Robinson and Lauren Rutten 
stepped their defensive game up for 

us tonight, as we had them on their 
quickest players. Haley Cichos has 
become an offensive threat in any of  
the five positions we put her in. We 
like to see her in the five position at 
times, as opposing players are not sure 
how to actually guard her,” said Furh-
man.

“Alli Olander has been impressive 
off  the bench to fill in wherever we 
need her. She does a great job of  being 
game ready, focused and ready to con-
tribute. She and Allison Knosalla are 
very interchangeable, yet with differ-
ent skills sets, which we are fortunate 
to have on this team,” said Furhman.

“Our girls are in very good shape 
and the wearing of  a mask no longer 
affects us very much. When the 
coaches met after the contest, we 
both agreed that there will be a huge 
rematch coming in the Staples-Motley 
gym on March 16, as this one may not 

quite be settled yet.”
Against Pequot Lakes, the Cardi-

nals struggled from the opening tip. 
“I honestly didn’t recognize our 

team once we began play and how we 
seemed to fold,” said Furhman.  

The coach said the team had a good 
week of  practice, so the poor game was 
not expected.

“Unfortunately, this can happen. 
Whatever can get to us, got us. We 
simply move forward and do not dwell 
there.”

Team results
Staples-Motley 68, Park Rapids 72
Scoring: Lauren Rutten 17, Aften Robin-

son 15, Haley Cichos 12, Allison Knosalla 11, 
Alli Olander 8, Tabetha Allen 6 

Staples-Motley 25, Pequot Lakes 25
Scoring: Rutten 5, Olander 4, Knosalla 

4, Allen 4, Robinson 4, Ashley Robben 2, 
Cichos 2 

Close finish for Cardinal girls in 
competitive conference game

Left, Dominick Go-
mez launches a three 
pointer. Below, Isaiah 
Schultz tips a pass and rac-
es after it for a layup. (Sta-
ples World photos by Mark 
Anderson)
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• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 
DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTO

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*
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Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/internet. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.

cl
25

tfc
PINECREST 

TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
9-

12
c

cl
32

tfc

Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
39

tfc

Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts

Small Engine Repair

218-894-1080
Staples Ace Hardware
Sales-Service-Repair

Authorized.....
Stihl, MTD, Murray, Scag, 
Briggs & Stratton, Poulan
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

classif. weekly folder on public: 2021 SD changed wk#6   6X11.5”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 

Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

Mixed
Firewood

By the bundle 
or by the truckload.

8 foot lengths 
or processed

Enberg
Logging

Motley, MN  56466

218-352-6175

Sportsmans 
Plumbing-Heating-A/C, LLC

Clayton Hageman
218-831-8720

24 Hour Emergency Service

205 Warner Rd • 218.894.3263

SERVICING ALL BRANDS
Sharpen Mower Blades  
Sharpen Saw Chains,  

Small Engine Repair + more 
SERVICE HOURS

Mon - Fri,  
8am to 4pm

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

27193  R6-20

Bob Mueller, FIC, RICP®

Financial Associate
209 4th St NE
PO Box 163
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

Page 2 of 2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 2/7/2021 Central

NOTICES
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Notices
St.  Jude’s  Novena:

May the most Sacred Heart 
of  Jesus be adored, glori-
fied, loved and preserved 
throughout the world now 
and forever. Sacred Heart of  
Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude, 
worker of  miracles, pray 
for us. St. Jude, help of  the 
hopeless, pray for us. Say 
this prayer nine times a day 
for nine days. On the eighth 
day your prayer will be an-
swered. Publication must 
be promised. Thank You. 
Sacred Heart and St. Jude.
GJG   7p

 SERVICES & 
EMPLOYMENT

205
Help Wanted

PART-TIME CASHIER: 
30-35 hrs. every 2 weeks. 
Must be 21-years-old. Don & 
Dave's Store, 218-894-2014.  
 7-9p

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day ser-
vice, Staples True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
 26tfc

REAL ESTATE
602

Apartments 
for Rent

STAPLES: Downtown, 
1 - 2 bdrm., recently remod-
eled, NO pets, non smoking, 
218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT: Quiet, 2 
bdrm., great location. Wel-
come, 218-296-2713. 7tfc

Maintenance Technician
Frontier and The Mill Townhomes

in Staples, MN
Part-time position for a dependable, energetic, 

individual with at least one year of 
maintenance experience. Duties include 

general repair; grounds maintenance;
plumbing, electrical and heating knowledge. 

High school diploma and
driver’s license required. 

Mail, fax or email your resumé to:
Frontier Townhome

Atten: Brenda
1403 3rd Street Northeast, Staples, MN 56479

Fax: 218-296-5032
FrontierTH@brutgereqities.com

Equal Opportunity Employer
cl7c

Certified Nursing Assistants 
We are in search for someone who is looking 

for a rewarding job in the Nursing field. 
Evening and Night shifts now available for CNAs. 

Must be a TEAM player and possess a special interest in 
working with Long Term Care residents, families and visitors.

CTCCC offers a wide variety of benefits 
and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Contact Amanda Rickbeil, arickbeil@ctcccinc.com 
or call 218-756-3636 ext. 12 

Pick up an application in the Business Office, 
Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

or after hours at the Nurse’s Station. 
Central todd County Care Center is loCated in Clarissa, Mn.

cl39tfc

Staples World4b Thursday, October 22, 2009

Please mail completed form and payment to:
Staples World, Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______ 

Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $7.25 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $16.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______
 Add $3 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED _______
 indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized

 Add $10 for Blind Box _______
 TOTAL enclosed _______ 

“Card of Thanks” and “In Memoriam” are 20¢ per word with 
no minimum. Number of words ____ x 20¢ = _______ 
 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors 

brought to our attention after the second 
publication. We are not responsible for errors due 

to illegible copy or missing punctuation. 

Name ____________________ Phone ______________

Address  ______________________________________

City ___________________ State ____  Zip _________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

Classifications

Place your Classified Ad 
for only $725/wk.

Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat Sunday in the

taples orldS W

S
u
n
d
a
y

Both publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DEADLINE:  5 p.m. Monday

The publishers liability for errors in an advertisement or for failure to 
publish the ad shall be limited to publishing the ad in a subsequent issue 
or for the refund of any monies paid for an ad not run (and out of date for 
subsequent issues) providing the advertiser reports the error or omission 
immediately after it occurs.

All advertising copy is subject to the approval of the general manager. 
We will not accept ads from anyone with a past due account.

Regarding sex or age preference in help wanted advertising in accor-
dance with the rules adopted by the Civil Rights Commission, the Staples 
World, Sunday Square Shooter and Heartland Market cannot accept help 
wanted advertising copy which in any way expresses a sex or age prefer-
ence on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement unless the 
advertiser files an affidavit with the newspaper justifying the sex or age 
preference on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement.

All real estate and rental advertising in these publications is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which made it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin or any intention to make any such preference limi-
tation or discrimination.” These publications will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate or rental which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

The Fine Print

lassifiedsC
NOTICES

101

Card of Thanks
We wish to thank all 

who made our 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary so mem-
orable. Special thanks 
to Father Scott for his 
prayers and blessing. To 
all of  our children, grand-
children,  g reat -g rand-
children and our friends 
for their cards and phone 
calls. God bless all of  you.
 Ken and Kathy 
 Richardson
 41p

103
Lost and Found

FOUND: after Firearm 
Safety Field Day, Oct. 10, 
black/grey fur bomber hat 
and camo shooting gloves, 
green wool gloves, black 
gloves/grey trim, pair of  
prescription glasses/dark 
frame. To pick up call Ham-
bergs Auto Repair at 218-
894-2255. All items will be 
donated after Oct. 31. 41x

106
Personals

WANTED: Female com-
panion, active, sense of  hu-
mor, likes sports, movies, 
dining out. Write and in-
clude phone #, P.O. Box 72, 
Staples, MN 56479. If  you 
have responded–Send 
again, as the Post Offi ce 
forgot to put a name on 
box No. 72.  34-43p

49 yr.  old Brainerd 
man, looking for 35-50 yr. 
old woman. 218-838-4110.
 41-43p

SERVICES & 
EMPLOYMENT

202
Childcare 
Providers

KIDS KOUNTRY KAS-
TLE now has infant, tod-
dler and pre-school open-
ings. A lot of  pre-school 
activities scheduled indoor 
and outside, 27 years of  ex-
perience, training includ-
ing CPR and First Aid. On 
PCI food program and have 
a daily assistant. This is a 
loving, nurturing environ-
ment located in the safety 
and security of  the coun-
try. Call Deb at 218-894-2103.
 40-43p

N E W  DAY  C A R E 
NOW OPEN - BUSY BEE 
CHILD CARE: Calm, fun, 
loving home close to 3M in 
Staples. Nutritious meals 
(including homemade baby 
food), have structured and 
free play that focuses on 
their development. All ages 
welcome. Call Susannah @ 
218-296-1752. 41-44p

205
Help Wanted

MYSTERY SHOPPERS 
Earn up to $100/day. Under-
cover shoppers needed, to 
judge retail and dining es-
tablishments. Experience 
not required. 888-727-0603.
 40-43p

WANTED:  Good par-
ents who want to become 
even better parents. Join 
us at our free Circle of  Par-
ents group each Monday 
evening, from 6:30-8 p.m. 
in the Staples Elementary 
School Library. Free child-
care. For more information, 
call Bob at 218-640-7035. 41p

The Wadena County 
Highway Department is 
taking applications to cre-
ate an eligibility list for 
possible future hiring of  
individuals to fill Main-
tenance Worker III posi-
tions in the Maintenance 
Division. This is a FT per-
manent position within 
the department. The pri-
mary role of  this position 
is to safely perform gener-
al road and bridge mainte-
nance activities in variable 
work environments. Gen-
eral maintenance activi-
ties shall include but not 
be limited to truck driv-
ing for snow removal and 
ice control, crack sealing, 
crack and pothole filling, 
roadside vegetation con-
trol, gravel shouldering, 
road re-graveling, culvert 
installation, sign main-
tenance light and heavy 
equipment operation, as-
sisting in routine servic-
ing and maintenance of  
equipment and trucks, 
and working with hand 
and shop tools. Qualifi ca-
tions: The requirements 
for this position are: High 
school diploma - CDL driv-
er license. Compensation: 
this position is a Grade 51 
with a pay range of  $13.24 - 
$19.04 per hour. The actual 
pay will be dependant on 
the individual’s skills and 
experience. Applications 
can be obtained and re-
turned to the County Af-
firmative Action Officer 
located in the Auditor’s Of-
fi ce of  the Wadena County 
Courthouse, 415 S. Jeffer-
son Street, Wadena, MN 
56482. hone: 218-631-7650. 
Applications must be re-
ceived by 4 p.m. on Fri-
day, October 30, 2009. 
 39-42c

207
Equipment for 

Rent

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

 Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day 
service, Miller True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
 38tfc

ACE IN THE HOLE 
S T U M P  G R I N D I N G. 
Clean up available. Call 
mark Kobliska for free esti-
mates. 218-820-3809, fully 
insured and satisfaction 
guaranteed.  37-42p                                    

HANDYMAN WORK: 
Snowplowing, landscaping, 
skidloader work, stump 
and brush removal and 
carpentry work.218-296-
2213, Matt. 39-44p

 FOR SALE
301

Good Things to 
Eat

PUMPKINS $2/each. 
218-894-3207. 40-42p

303
Hay, Feed, Seed

O C T O B E R  S P E -
C I A L S  a t  B J E RG A 
FEED STORES in Brain-
erd, Motley, Pine River 
and Little Falls. 10% dis-
count on all Silver Star, 
gates, panels and bale 
feeders during October.
 39-41c

50 sq bales (2nd cutting) 
alfalfa, $4. 100 bales mixed 
alfalfa/oats for horses $3. 
ALSO: Lorentz mixer mill 
$1,000. 218-894-1298. 39-42p

5x5 round bales grass/
alfalfa, $40/bale ALSO: 
small sq bales grass/hay 
and straw. 218-575-2899. 
 39-41p

Wheat and Rye straw in 
big round bales. 218-270-
0289. 40-42p

Oats straw, small bales, 
stored inside. $2.40/bale. 
Gerald Lenk, 218-894-1682. 
 40-42p

Briggs Hard Red Spring 
Wheat, approx.  180-200 bu.; 
ALSO:  2-machinist tables. 
Feeder pigs. Eggs, $1.50/
doz. 218-894-1145. 40-42p

304
Livestock

DD RANCH - Leader 
AQHA Palomino stallion, 
book now for 2010 and save 
$! Boarding, training, les-
sons (trail/arena). Horses/
saddles for sale/trade? 218-
839-0856. 38-40p

Six cows, 2 heifers, open 
red/black Angus cross. 
Healthy, hefty all natural, 
calm. 218-397-2525. 39-41p

306
Sporting Goods

300 Windchester Magum 
Model 70/scope, like new, 
$650. 218-352-6618. 41p

307
Household

Scratch and dent ap-
pliances. Energy star ap-
pliances. ComfortZone 
infared heaters. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall. 320-749-2736.       41-43p

309
Miscellaneous
TREE-RIPENED AP-

PLES - SPRAY FREE 5 va-
rieties including Honey 
Crisp, pies, jellies and cara-
mel apples. Carmel Apple 
Orchard, 26144 State 210, 
2.7 mi. west of  Staples. 12-6 
p.m. daily. 38-41p

Simplicity walk behind 
snowthrowers. No pay-
ments until Feb. 15, 2011 
to qualified buyers. Used 
snowthrowers. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall, 320-749-2736. 41-43p

VEHICLES
401

Automobiles
1996 Merc. Sable, 240,000 

mi., runs great despite a 
few nicks. First $500 takes. 
218-575-2845. 40-42x

2002, Chevy Venture, 
runs good,  new tires, 
$4,000/BO. 218-894-0143. 
 41-43p

402
Trucks/Vans

1995 S-Blazer, 4x4, 4dr, 
$1,495; 1988 F150, 2wd, $895; 
1985 Ranger, 4x4, $695. 218-
894-3487, dealer. 41p

Solid Waste Lead Supervisor Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Lead Supervisor position.
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, ability 
to work well with others in a supervisory capacity as well as be able 
to meet the public in a friendly and professional manner, must have a 
valid Commercial Driver’s License, must have a minimum of two years 
of computer experience involving Microsoft Word and Microsoft Excel, 
must have the ability to quickly comprehend new computer software as 
needed. Must be able to handle accounts payable and accounts receivable 
for Transfer Station/Demolition Landll, must do the billing for the 
MSW Haulers/PRRF, must handle all bookkeeping for Transfer Station/
Demolition Landll, must handle all special assessments for Solid Waste, 
must handle all spreadsheet maintenance. Must have the ability to obtain 
Household Hazardous Waste certication within 6 months, must have 
the ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from the MN Pollution 
Control Agency, must be physically able to lift a minimum of 50 pounds, 
and have the physical capability to withstand manual labor tasks for 
extended periods of time. 
 Position status: non-union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours 
per week, Grade 51, Step 1, $13.24 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482.  Telephone number: (218) 631-7650.
Resumes will be considered only if accompanied 

by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Monuments
contact

Diane M. Hahn
Verndale, MN
218-445-5685 

cell 218-640-2341

Black granite on SALE!
Fergus Falls

Monument Company

cl32tfc
Avoid

Event Conflicts
Check the Events 
Calendar online at 

www.staplesworld.com
 Submit events to
 dtimbs@staplesworld.com

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS
Central Todd County Care Center,

in Clarissa, MN
has openings for Day, Evening & Night CNA 

Applicants must be 16 years of age or older and 
have CNA certication or be participating in CNA training.

CTCCC offers a wide variety of benets and 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

 May apply in the business ofce or pick up an 
application after ofce hours at the nurses’ station.
If you are interested in becoming part of our team, 

please call (218) 756-3636.
cl40-41c

Solid Waste Attendant Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Attendant. 
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, 2 
consecutive years experience as a heavy equipment operator within the 
last 4 years, Class A CDL, computer experience involving Microsoft 
Word and Microsoft Excel, ability to comprehend new computer 
software as needed, ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from 
the MN Pollution Control Agency, physically able to lift a minimum of 
50 pounds, ability to work well with the public and others. 
 Preferred qualications: knowledgeable in repair of small engines, 
some carpentry experience, some welding experience, good working 
knowledge of pumps and pump maintenance is also preferred. 
 Position status: Union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours per 
week; Grade 49, Step 1, $10.98 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482. Telephone number: (218) 631-7650. 
Resumes will be considered only if 

accompanied by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Long-Term Substitute 
K-6 Elementary Instructor
The Verndale Public School has an opening for a 

Long Term Substitute K-6 Elementary Instructor. This position 
requires a current MN Department of Ed. teaching license. 

Applications are available on the Verndale School website 
http.//www.verndale.k12.mn.us/ or in the District office.

Interested individuals are to submit a letter of application, resumé, 
copy of MN teaching license and college credentials to:

Superintendent Paul Brownlow
Verndale Public School, 411 SW Brown Street, 
Verndale, MN 56481. Phone: 218-445-5184.

POSITION WILL BE OPEN UNTIL FILLED. 
Application deadline is Friday, October 30, 2009
“Verndale Public School is an Equal Opportunity Employer”

cl40-41c

Y O U R  H O M E  F O R  H E A L T H C A R E

Lakewood Health System 
is seeking candidates for the following positions: 

TENANT CARE COORDINATOR- RN
Assisted Living- Lakewood Pines/ Manor
FT; 64 hours/ pay period
Primarily day shifts; weekends involved
Current MN RN Licensure required
Candidates with previous experience preferred
Deadline:  October 27, 2009

RESPIRATORY THERAPIST
FT; 80 hours/ pay period
Variable hours and shifts; Possible weekends
CRT OR RRT credentials required
BLS/ ACLS required
Deadline:  November 2, 2009

As a growing health care system, we offer our employees 
a positive work environment, competitive pay and benefits. 

Please visit our web site at:
 www.lakewoodhealthsystem.com for details and to apply on-line.

AA/EOE

cl
42

c

THINKING ABOUT BUYING A 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
The Staples World and the 
Federal Trade Commisssion, the 
nation’s consumer protection 
agency, say investigate before 
you invest. Visit ftc.gov/bizopps 
to learn how to tell a real deal 
from a raw deal.

Miller True Value

Open 7 Days
Staples, MN   218-894-3263

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

FOR RENT

For all your paint and
wall covering needs.

Open
M-F, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m. - Noon    

CALL FOR FREE 
ESTIMATES

218-894-1551
Hwy. 10 West
Staples, MN

See US for ALL your 
carpeting needs.

JAPKE
DECORATING
Painting and Paper Hanging

PERMIT 
TO CARRY CLASS
New: $75 Renewal $55

Call 218-371-2151
Ed Joseclc

EEO/AA

MOTLEY, MN.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley
Tenant must be income 

eligible, 62 years or 
older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, 

sewer, electric 
provided.

Call Rosie Talberg, Manager at:
320-468-2303

NOW
TAKING

APPLICATIONS
1-866-480-0031 or 320-468-0016320-468-2303

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL 
218-296-5031

Under new ownership

We are accepting 
applications for 2 and 3 
bedroom townhomes in 
Staples, a community 

you can get attached to. 
Rent based on income. 

Now professionally 
managed by

Income guidelines apply.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley MN.
is now accepting 

applications for FUTURE 
2-3 bedroom apartments

Laundry facilities 
available on site. 

garage included with 
apartment. All utilities paid. 

Applications are available at:
956 Hwy 10 S., Motley

An Equal Housing Opportunity

For information and 
  qualifications 

   contact Nicole at 
218-751-6881

DEADLINES
Newspaper deadline for copy 

and advertising: 12 noon Fridays

A/G YOUTH: Now ac-
cepting donations for up-
coming garage sale. Call 
Kathy at 218-296-1647 for 
drop off  or pick up. 6-13c

GaraGe 
SaleS

701

GaraGe SaleS
701
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Schedule an appointment: 218-829-7812 
View his full profile: EssentiaHealth.org

“One of my special 

interests is concussion 

care, especially since it’s 

a very hot topic in sports 

medicine right now. I 

enjoy working with young 

athletes, their coaches 

and parents to ensure that 

they can return to school 

and sports safely.”  
- Dr. Andrew Zhao

ANDREW ZHAO, MD
SPORTS MEDICINE

ST. JOSEPH’S-ORTHOPEDICS CLINIC  

                                     Week of February 7, 2021             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

YOUR AD HERE! 
One phone call & only $279

to reach a statewide audience 
of 1.7 million readers!!! 

1-800-279-2979

HELP WANTED

SEED/FEED/GRAINS

EMPLOYMENT ADOPTIONS

MISCELLANEOUS

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE 
PATHOLOGIST 

New London-Spicer Schools. MN Ed. 
Speech/Language Pathologist Licen-
sure required. For more info, please 
visit: www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT 
OF AGRICULTURE

(MDA) is hiring Forest Pest 
Gypsy Moth Surveyors (Agric 
Technicians) for the 2021 Gypsy Moth 
Trapping Survey. View job post (Job I.D. 
43491) & apply online through March 
2nd at https://mn.gov/mmb/careers
MDA is an equal opportunity 
employer & provider. Questions: 
651/201-6692 or gypsy.moth@state.mn.us

PROTECT YOUR YIELD 
from soybean white mold and SDS. Ask 
your seed dealer for Heads Up® Seed 
Treatment. Cost-eff ective. Proven results. 
HeadsUpST.com/plant21 or 866/368-9306

CALIFORNIA FAMILY 
Promises baby loving home, secure future. 
Educational opportunities, devoted grand-
parents, open communication. Generous 
living expenses paid. Contact Melissa 
805/253-3623 or attorney 310/663-3467 

TIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EXPERTS 

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package & learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 833/619-1117 

4G LTE HOME INTERNET 
Now available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds, plus take your 
service with you when you travel! 
As low as $109.99/mo! 844/960-4698

DIRECTV 
Every live football game, every Sunday 
- anywhere - on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS 877/350-0094

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new off ers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One off er. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464 

Filed in District Court
State of Minnesota

January 26, 2021

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

SEVENTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT

COUNTY OF TODD
PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No.
77-PR-21-69

In Re: Estate of
Jerald Eugene Cory

Deceased.

ORDER AND NOTICE 
OF HEARING 
ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION 
OF INTESTACY, 

DETERMINATION 
OF HEIRSHIP AND 

APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE 
IN UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
AND NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice 
is given that on the 8th day 
of  March 2021, at 10:45 a.m. 
a hearing will be held in the 
above-named Court at 221 
First Avenue South, Long 
Prairie, Minnesota, on pe-
tition of  Michelle L. Lund-
quist and Nyrea D. Thielges 
for the adjudication of  in-
testacy and determination 
of  heirship of  the above-
named decedent, and for the 
appointment of  Michelle L. 
Lundquist who resides at 
27607 120th Street, Staples, 
MN  56479; and Nyrea D. 
Thielges who resides at 8527 
Packard Avenue Northeast, 
Otsego, Minnesota  55330,  as 
personal representative(s) 
of  the estate of  the above-
named decedent in unsuper-
vised administration, and 
that any objections thereto 
must be filed with the Court. 
That, if  proper, and no ob-
jections are filed, a personal 
representative will be ap-
pointed to administer the 
estate, to collect all assets, 
pay all legal debts, cliams, 
taxes and expenses, and sell 
real and personal property, 
and do all necessary acts for 
the estate. 

Notice is further giv-
en that ALL CREDITORS 
having claims against said 
estate are required to pres-
ent the same to said person-
al representative or to the 
Court Administrator with-
in four (4) months after the 
date of  this notice or all 
claims will be barred.

Dated: January 26, 2021

Daniel A. Benson
Judge of  District Court

Rhonda Bot
Court Administrator

Patty Johnson, Deputy 
Court Administrator

Joseph S. Mayers
Attorney No. 0295747
KELM & REUTER, P.A.
1287 2nd Street North, 
Suite 101
Sauk Rapids, MN  56379
320-251-1423 
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NOTICE
VILLARD TOWNSHIP 

BOARD OF AUDIT

The Villard Township 
will hold its annual Board 
of  Audit on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 9, 2021 at 6:45 p.m. 
immediately followed by 
the monthly meeting. This 
meeting will be held at the 
Eastwood Inn, Motley, MN.

Villard Township Clerk
Mary Trantina Koenig
                                          7pnc

TODD COUNTY
BOARD OF 

ADJUSTMENT
215 1st Ave. South, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347
320-732-4420

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 

that on Thursday, Febru-
ary 25, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 
the Todd County Board of  
Adjustment will hold a pub-
lic hearing in the Commis-
sioner’s board room, 215 1st 
Ave. South, Long Prairie, 
Minnesota, or via phone 
conference call.  Please 
email or phone your wish to 
be included in the meeting 
at 320-732-4420, toddplan.
zone@co.todd.mn.us to 
consider the following Vari-
ance applications:

AGENDA
•Call to Order
•Approval of  December 

17, 2020 Minutes
•Board introduction and 

process review
 o The applicant is in-

troduced
 o Staff  Report
 o Applicant request if  

staff  report accurately rep-
resents the request

 o Public Comment
 o Board review with 

applicant, staff, and public 
1. Reorganization of  

the Board: 
2. Adoption of  the 2021 

Todd County Board of  
Adjustments Business 
Rules:

3. Alex Klaustermei-
er: Lot 9, Country Living 
Estates, Section 31, Gordon 
Township

Site Address: 11182 Cable 
Cir, Osakis. PID: 10-0071800

1. Request to decrease 
Ordinary High Water set-
back in Shoreland-NE Zon-
ing (Unnamed Lake) from 
150 feet to 100 feet for con-
struction of  a home with at-
tached garage.

2. Request in increase the 
maximum allowable peak 
height for structures with-
in the setback distance from 
18 feet to 20 feet 5 inches for 
construction of  a home with 
attached garage. 

3. Request to decrease Or-
dinary High Water setback 
in Shoreland-NE Zoning 
(Unnamed Lake) from 150 
feet to 90 feet for construc-
tion of  an attached deck. 

4. Request to decrease Or-
dinary High Water setback 
in Shoreland-NE Zoning 
(Unnamed Lake) from 150 
feet to 112 feet for construc-
tion of  a detached shop.

4. Julie & Bill Ber-
scheit: NW4 NE4, Section 
12, Birchdale Township

Site Address: 28807 140th 
St, Grey Eagle. PID: 03-
0008900

1. Request to decrease Or-
dinary High Water setback 
in Shoreland-NE Zoning 
(Pixley Lake) from 150 feet 
to 119 feet for construction 
of  an attached garage with 
living quarters above.

2. Request to increase 
the maximum peak height 
of  structures within the set-
back in Shoreland-NE Zon-
ing (Pixley Lake) from 18 
feet to 26 feet for construc-
tion of  an attached garage 
with living quarters above. 

Adjournment.
Next Meeting: 
March 25, 2021

All persons interested 
are invited to attend said 
hearing or submit a letter to 
be heard on these matters. 
All correspondence must 
include name, mailing ad-
dress and be received 48 
hours before the date and 
time of  the hearing.

Todd County 
Board of  Adjustment
Bill Berscheit, Chair
                                            7pnc

NOTICE 
FRESHWATER ED. 

DISTRICT NO. 6004 
REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS

 Notice is hereby given 
that the Freshwater Ed. 
Dist. No. 6004 of  Wadena, 
MN hereby requests pro-
posals for CTSS Service in 
Wadena, MN, for students 
attending a Level IV site 
until 3 p.m. on February 26, 
2021.

All proposals shall be 
clearly identified as a CTSS 
Proposal for the Freshwater 
Education District. The pro-
posals must be presented to 
the designated contact for 
Freshwater, Lori Murdock, 
at the following address:

Lori Murdock
Freshwater Education 
District
2222 Industrial Drive
Wadena, MN  56482

No formal proposal open-
ing will take place.

Proposals will be evalu-
ated on the criteria as set 
forth within the RFP. De-
tails/requirements for pro-
posals are available on the 
Freshwater website www.
fed.k12.mn.us.

The Freshwater Board 
reserves the right to reject 
any or all proposals, waive 
formalities, and to select the 
agency and options that best 
meet the needs of  the board 
and its employees.

Inquiries and clarifica-
tions should be directed by 
telephone or email to Fresh-
water’s contact as follows:

Lori Murdock,
218-631-3505, Ext. 1042
lmurdock@fed.k12.mn.us
Clerk of  District #6004
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NOTICE
BYRON TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR MEETINGS

The regular monthly 
meetings of  Byron Town-
ship will be held every third 
Thursday of  each month at 
7 p.m. at the Leader Commu-
nity Hall, unless cancelled 
due to inclement weather. 
Then the meetings will be 
held the following Thursday. 

Next meeting is Feb. 18, 
2021.

Becki Rassler, Clerk
Byron Township
                                           7pnc

(ABBREVIATED 
ADVERTISEMENT)

TODD COUNTY
2021 BRIDGE 

PROJECT
Closing date:

March 9, 2021

Sealed bids will be accept-
ed until 10:00 a.m., March 
9, 2021 by the Todd County 
Public Works Director/En-
gineer and County Auditor/
Treasurer at 44 Riverside 
Drive, Long Prairie, Minne-
sota  56347 for the following 
construction project:

SAP 077-611-034

This is an abbreviated 
advertisement. A full adver-
tisement can be viewed by 
going to the Public Works 
website at https://egram.
co.todd.mn.us/oneoffice/
bidding.

Loren Fellbaum
Todd County Public Works 
Director/Engineer
                                        7-9pnc

Public Notice
Advertising Protects
Your Right To Know

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

Dogs and cats aren’t sup-
posed to love each other, but 
someone forgot to tell Bo, 
our 110-pound mutt, and 
Hank, our short-haired tom.

Hank and his sister Ha-
zel had made their home 
with  us for a few years be-
fore Bo, already up in years, 
joined our family menag-
erie.

It seemed Hank sensed 
that the new furry creature 
had been rescued just like 
he and Hazel, and from the 
start went out of  his way to 
make Bo feel welcome. He 
rubbed up against the giant 
pooch at mealtime, his own 
face moving in rhythm with 
Bo’s chomping, as if  to say, 

“We like to make sure every-
one’s well fed here.”

It wasn’t uncommon to 
see Bo and Hank sharing a 
drink together at the com-
munal water bowl. In the 
evenings, when Bo retired 
to his doggie bed in the liv-
ing room, Hank would inevitably walk by 
and rub noses with Bo before retiring to 
his own spot for the night. Mornings would 
find Hank and Bo touching noses again as 
our household began to wake and greet the  
new day.

They enjoyed two summers together...
hanging out on the lawn, sharing a drink 
at the birdbath, and watching the deer who 
stopped by for apples that had fallen from 
our aging tree.

Hank seemed to sense that Bo wasn’t 
feeling too well as the 2020 autumn ap-
proached...choosing to stay by Bo’s side 
even as Hazel ran ahead, climbing trees 
and chasing the red and gold leaves that 
were blowing in the wind.

Bo and Hank rubbed noses one last time 
the day we had to put Bo down. My eyes 
were too clouded to see much, but I imagine 
Hank was perched on the stool by the win-

dow, watching as our old van pulled out of  
the driveway for Bo’s final ride.

For the next several days we’d find Hank 
in the big doggie bed, cuddled up with Bo’s 
stuffed bears that still held his scent. He’d 
look up at us as if  to say, “Where’s my bud-
dy?”

Then one night we heard a low yowl that 
cried out for several seconds. It was Hank, 
perched on the stool and looking out the 
window, perhaps searching for a sign of  
his friend. He gave one more yowl before 
jumping down.

In that moment I believe Hank realized 
Bo was gone and that hanging out in the 
place where he used to sleep wouldn’t bring 
him back. His feline heart had been broken.

We’re taught early on that dogs and 
cats are arch enemies. But, I beg to differ 
because I know that Bo loved Hank and 
Hank loved Bo. If  actions speak louder than 
words, these two were clearly disciples of  
St. Valentine.

Bo and Hank, an 
unexpected love story

Four-legged Valentines
Bo (left) and Hank, pets of Gary and Dawn Timbs 

of Staples, were the best of friends and often showed 
affection toward one another. (Staples World photo by 
Dawn Timbs)

Northwest techNical col-
lege, Bemidji has announced 
its Dean’s List. To qualify, 
students must be enrolled 
for at least 12 credits and 
earn a minimum of  a 3.5 
grade point average during 
the semester. Local students 

named include:
o Sawyer Kallroos, Pillag-

er
o Del Eckman, Staples
st. cloud state uNiversi-

ty has announced its 2020 
Fall Semester Dean’s List. 
To qualify, students must 

earn a grade point average 
of  3.75 or higher. Local stu-
dents named include:

o Krystal Yoder, Motley
o Jacob Siefkes, Pillager
o Jamie Smith, Pillager
o Sarah Marte, Staples.

Student Achievements

“I think dogs are the most amazing creatures; they give unconditional love. 
For me, they are the role model for being alive.”

      -- Gilda Radner (comedienne)
“There are few things in life more heartwarming than to be welcomed by a cat.”

	 	 	 	 --	Tay	Hohoff
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You will receive:
• Coordinated care with your provider
• Full imaging and lab work
• Proven treatment options including
   injections, physical therapy and
   patient education

• Long-term follow up
• Nurse hotline access

The best place to bring your worst pain
is now the Lakewood Health System
Pain Clinic. This new service provides 
a personalized, effective approach to
pain management and treatment for a
full range of conditions.

The Lakewood Pain Clinic is here!

Pain Clinic

To schedule with one of our providers and discuss if a referral to Lakewood’s Pain Clinic is right 
for you, call 218-894-1515.  lakewoodhealthsystem.com

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 2/7/2021 Central

QUESTIONS– Call Glenn Miller 715-299-2543 • Email Wisconsinjunk@Yahoo.com
TERMS – Cash or Check. Credit Card 3% Buyers Premium
5½% Sales Tax – Reg WI Auctioneer Tim Barnum #1284
Auction Conducted & Clerked by Millers Auction Co

#347-053 N8779 Hwy 95 Hixton WI 54635

Bid Live In Person or Bid Online
1625Butts Ave TomahWI – Inside Large Heated Building

WWW.MILLERSAUCTIONCO.COM
No Buyers Premium at the Auction – Different Terms for Online Bidding

FRI FEB 12TH AT 9AM – Selling Old Original Signs, Clocks, Thermometers, License Plates,
and Other Advertising Items of All Sorts.
FRI FEB 12TH AT 4PM – Selling Old Original Signs, Clocks, Thermometers, Oil Cans, Oil
Bottles, Displays, Watch Fobs, License Plate Toppers, Plus Much More.
SAT FEB 13TH AT 9AM – Selling Old Original Advertising Signs, Clocks, Thermometers,
Pedal Cars, Pedal Tractor License Plate Toppers, Plus Much More.

LARGE 2 DAY ADVERTISING & COOL STUFF AUCTION
FRI FEB 12TH at 9AM • FRI FEB 12TH at 4PM • SAT FEB 13TH at 9AM

More ads on next page>

Page 1 of 2
TODD COUNTY Grant Relief Program 

for Small Business and Non-Profits
Jan. 19, 2021: The Todd County Board 

of Commissioners approved the 
Todd County Grant Relief Program 

for Small Businesses and Non-Profits. 
The Minnesota Legislature and Governor previously 
passed legislation authorizing funding to Minnesota 

counties to distribute relief grants to local businesses 
and non-profits impacted by an executive order 

related to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The grant program is for small businesses and non-profits directly or 

indirectly affected by EO 20-99 or other executive orders causing closures 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. The application form and program guidelines 

have been posted on the Todd County website under the 
Business Resources page, located at

https://www.co.todd.mn.us/business-resources.
The information can also be found on the 

Todd County Economic Development page, located at
 http://www.toddcountydevelopment.org/  

The Todd County Grant Relief Program Guidelines explain the required 
documentation, eligibility criteria and where to send the applications.  

Grants will be awarded to eligible businesses and non-profits who meet 
the criteria of the application and provide all supporting documentation.  

Grant amounts are listed on the application and are subject to change 
based on need and availability of funds. Previous grant awards 

are required to be disclosed but do not disqualify an organization from 
applying.  Grant funds awarded must be used for operational expenses 

incurred during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The application period is January 19, 2021 through February 19, 2021.

Applications received will be reviewed and based on funding available; 
those found eligible will be approved on or before March 2, 2021.

For questions regarding the grant program or grant 
application, contact Rick Utech, Todd County 

Economic Development Corporation, 320-732-2128 
or by email: rick.utech@co.todd.mn.us.

w41-42c

w5-7c

Some of  the lots in the subdi-
vision are taxforfeited properties, 
which Nelsen said Krueger recom-
mended the city reassess those lots 
and add it to the price of  a lot when 
it’s sold. Nelsen said if  Wadena 
County does not hold a tax forfei-
tured sale on those properties, the 
city council could price it in such 
a way that it would be attractive for 
people to build homes on the lots.

Council member Doug Case said 

the assessments for the $1.1 million 
infrastructure cost at the subdivi-
sion was making some of  the prop-
erties “virtually worthless.”

Case felt the entire subdivision is 
a bad deal for the city and neighbor-
ing landowners who’ve already paid 
assessments. But at the same time, 
he said other nearby cities also have 
high assessment costs for lots and 
if  a person wants to build a home 
outside the city limits, it will cost 

a similar amount to put in a water 
and sewer system.

“The taxpayers are paying for 
this, it’s a bad thing but I can’t see 
reducing any of  it,” said Case.

The council voted unanimously 
to deny the request.

Parks and rec
Staples Parks and Recreation 

Director Tricia Jasmer updated the 
council on the current happenings. 
The Parks and Rec Board has an 

open spot for a community member; 
the Community Center will be back 
at full schedule in February, with 
limited capacity restrictions from 
the state; and the 24 hour access 
system should be implemented 
soon.

Jasmer shared there will be mul-
tiple improvements at Dower Lake 
Recreation Area and updates to the 
pavilion at Pine Grove Park this 
summer.

Head over 
heels in love

Less than a year after 
they met, Pam and Robin 
Collins had said “I do” at 
St. John Lutheran Church 
in Pekin, Ill. They are pic-
tured at the wedding of a 
relative three months be-
fore their own wedding on 
Nov. 19, 1977. (Submit-
ted photo)

CITY continued from page 1a

Council member: Valley View subdivision  fi nances hurting City of Staples

COLLINS continued from page 1a

They shared faith after they found love

BADGER continued from page 1a

Health issues bring couple closer together
It took him three whole 

days to return Pam’s phone 
call, and she was sure she’d 
messed up somehow.

But, eventually, Robin 
c a l l e d  h e r  b a c k  a n d 
accepted the date for dinner 
at her apartment. Pam 
recalls being very nervous 
before the handsome man 
arrived, and dismayed that 
her lasagna “turned out 
like rubber.”

They had a good time, 
however, and the next time 
Robin (who at one time had 
worked as a cook) offered to 
make the meal...red snapper 
and a genuine Caesar salad. 
Pam was impressed.

Suffice it to say, by the 
time they decided to tie the 
knot, they agreed to a pre-
nup where Robin did the 
cooking and Pam did they 
cleaning.

After  10  months  o f  
dating, they were married 
Nov. 19, 1977, at St. John 
Lutheran Church in Pekin, 
Ill. This was the church 
Pam was attending at the 
time, having been invited by 
a friend. She in turn invited 
Robin (who had been raised 
Catholic) and this would 
prove to be a turning point 
in their lives. 

Neither one of  them had 
a very strong faith at that 
time, but Pam remembers 
asking God to send her a 
Christian husband, and he 
sent her Robin. Four years 
after they were married, the 
Collins’ were blessed with 
the birth of  their daughter, 
Megan.

At some point as they 
grew in their faith, Robin 
felt called to the ministry. 
During the 1980 recession, 
he’d been laid off  from 
his job at Caterpillar, and 
decided to attend Concor-
dia College in Illinois, later 
working as Director of  
Christian Education at a 
church in suburban Detroit, 
Mich.

While working at that 
church, Robin felt called to 
be a pastor, later attending 
seminary in Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
Those were rich years for 
both of  them. Not only did 
they gain lifelong friends, 
but Robin felt a confirma-
tion of  his life’s calling, and 
Pam rediscovered her gift 
of  art and began to take 
watercolor classes.

The first  church he 
served at was in Moorhead, 
followed by a call to Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Staples. 

“I was installed there on Val-
entine’s Day in 1999,” Robin 
recalled.

Having grown up in Chi-
cago, Pam wasn’t sure how 

she was going to like Sta-
ples. Robin, who’d always 
resided in larger cities as 
well, also had reservations 
“Moorhead was a small 
town in my book,” he said.

Ultimately, they both 
came to agree that the move 
to Staples has been one 
of  the best things to come 
about.

“God made it work for the 
good,” Pam said, citing the 
gift of  belonging to a com-
munity, serving in a church, 
and having had the opportu-
nity to do more with her art.

Both Pam and Robin 
have seen how God has 
worked in other aspects of  
their lives as well.

In fact, Pam credits Rob-
in’s strong faith for help-
ing to hold their marriage 
together. She went on to 
share that because of  her 
background, she did not 
know what it meant to 
commit to something. She 
assumed that most things 
in life (including love) could 
not be lasting. That all 
changed for her when Robin 
said, “I love you and I will 
never NOT love you...I’m 
here for the duration.”

Robin recalls saying to 
Pam, “the promises I made 
to you wen we were married 
I also made to God...I am not 
going back on that.”

Both have since come to 
learn that love is not a feel-
ing...it is doing...it is a verb.

They’ve both had the 
opportunity to express their 
love ‘by doing’ since early 
on in their relationship. 

For 40-plus years, Robin 
has cared for Pam who was 
diagnosed with Type 1 Dia-
betes when she was 24 years 
old.

Then, on Aug. 31, 2020, 
the tables turned when 
Robin had a stroke that left 
him with limited function 
of  his left side.

Pam remembers the 
helplessness she felt as she 
stood alone in the parking 
lot at Lakewood Hospital in 
Staples, watching as a heli-
copter carrying her hus-
band flew away. She didn’t 
know if  he would live and it 
was terrifying. 

Because Pam is older 
than Robin and has diabe-
tes, they always assumed 
that he would outlive her.  

“The stroke interrupted that 
thought process,” Robin 
said.

Watching her husband 
go through the stroke, as 
well as dealing with it as a 
caretaker, has been one of  
the toughest experiences 
for her in their marriage, 
Pam said. She’s also gained 
a renewed appreciation for 
the way he has cared for her 
so selfl essly over the years.

In addition to being a 
servant to the other, Robin 
learned in his seminary 
days the importance of  for-
giveness and being able to 
say, “I’m sorry.” Pam agreed, 
saying, “Marriage is a con-
stant state of  forgiveness.”

Just like their move to 
Staples, the Collins believe 
that good has come from 
these medical setbacks. 
Robin goes on to recite one 
of  his favorite Bible verses 
from the book of  Jeremiah.  

“For I know the plans I have 
for you,” declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.”

Their faith in the Lord 
has been a big factor in 
keeping their marriage 
strong.

Not that a little romance 
doesn’t come in handy as 
well. Pam recalled the fun 
they’ve had over the years 
dancing, even taking ball-
room dance classes when 
Robin was in seminary.

She wishes Robin was 
a little bit more romantic, 
going on to say that he’s 
very matter of  fact about 
expressing his love. He’s 
not into flowery speeches, 
or giving her flowers, for 
that matter. 

However, Pam still has 
a scrapbook Robin put 
together for her years ago, 
filled with pictures and a 
sentimental card addressed 
to ‘Pammy,’ one of  the 
most romantic things she 
ever received.  It’s a term 
of  endearment he uses on 
occasion, Pam said, along 
with ‘Cutie Tootie.’ “Then 
I respond with, ‘Sweetie 
Petee,’” she said.

Ah, love. It’s a beautiful 
thing.

Love shared
 Shannon and Graeme Badgercredit their shared 

interest in sports, their love and respect for each other, 
and the love of their daughter Chloe as factors in keeping 
their marriage strong, even in the midst of health chal-
lenges. (Submitted photo)

his voice,” she added.
Shannon thinks back to 

those earlier days, and she 
can still hear Graeme’s 
voice singing the chorus of  
their favorite song:

For you I’d wait ‘til king-
dom come

Until my day, my day is 
done

And say you’ll come and 
set me free

Just say you’ll wait, you’ll 
wait for me

It didn’t take much con-
vincing on her part to wait 
for Graeme, who agreed to 
come to the United States 
where they could continue 
their courtship in person.

He arrived in Minnesota 
in January of  2008, Graeme 
shared. He recalls the tem-
perature was -40 degrees 
that day, with a windchill. 
To top it off, he was only 
wearing a denim jacket.

But a little cold weather 
was not about to get in the 
way of  their love, and on 
April 15, 2008, Graeme and 
Shannon were married 
at the Long Prairie Court-
house.

As much as he loved Shan-
non, Graeme will admit that 
moving to a small town was 
a bit of  a culture shock. 
However, he was happy to 
have been embraced by the 
Christensen family, and it 
didn’t take long for him to 
fi nd a job he enjoyed.

Graeme went on to share 
that he’s been a baker since 
the age of  16, honing his 
craft in England, New Zea-
land and Australia before 
immigrating to the United 
States. Now he is the chief  
baker at Clark Bakery in 
Staples.

“We get to taste test some 
things now and then,” their 
10-year-old daughter Chloe 
chimes in, mentioning the 
strawberry-rhubarb muf-
fi ns that have since become 
her favorite.

Yes, he’s a great guy, 
Shannon says of  her hubby. 
And even more than his 
skills as a baker, and even 
his singing voice, she’s 
come to appreciate his care 
for her.

  Shannon went on to 
share that she’d been diag-
nosed with epilepsy when 
she was a child. In Decem-
ber of  2016, she underwent 
brain surgery, with the 
hopes that she would no 
longer have seizures. Unfor-
tunately, she suffered a 
stroke during the surgery, 
which left her paralyzed on 
her left side. After nearly 

two years of  physical ther-
apy, Shannon is able to walk 
again.

However, in February of  
2020, she was diagnosed with 
bronchomalacia,  which 
affects her breathing. “It’s 
like having a bad asthma 
attack,” she explained. 
Thanks to medicine, she is 
doing so much better, Shan-
non said. Basically, her life 
is back to how it was, except 
she cannot walk long dis-
tances and she rarely leaves 
the house. With her com-
promised immune system, 
she is high risk and must 
be very cautious, especially 
during the pandemic. “I 
haven’t been inside a store 
since last March,” Shannon 
said, adding that she feels a 
bit “stir crazy.”

“I won’t let her do any-
thing,” Graeme said.

It didn’t scare him to 
learn of  Shannon’s condi-
tion, Graeme said. In fact, 
his best friend from high 
school had epilepsy, and he 
learned first hand what to 
do when someone is having 
a seizure.

He’s always been the sort 
of  person that likes to help 
people, Graeme said. “So 
naturally, I’m going to be 
there for my wife.”

Since getting married, 
Shannon introduced her 
husband to the American 
game of  football, and watch-
ing Vikings’ games has  

become one of  their favorite 
shared pastimes.

Shannon recalled the day 
she got out of  the hospital 
rehab and Graeme took her 
straight to the U.S. Bank Sta-
dium where they watched 
the Vikings play. He pushed 
her in the wheelchair, which 
he never complained about. 

The thing that touched 
her the most, and can still 
make her tear up, is that 
Graeme, not even a U. S. cit-
izen at this point, stood up 
for her and put his hand to 
his heart when it came time 
for the National Anthem. 
Graeme also said the ‘Skol’ 
chant when she was not able 
to. “I got very emotional at 
that,” Shannon said.

He feels fortunate that 
he’s always been a healthy 
guy, and that he’s been able 
to be there for his wife.

Shannon said she can 
see that good has come from 
all of  these struggles. “It’s 
brought us closer together.”

In addition to their devo-
tion to each other, the Bad-
gers say their daughter 
Chloe is the “glue that holds 
them together.” She keeps 
them laughing and gets 
their minds off  the tougher 
parts of  life.

All in all, they have much 
to be grateful for, the Bad-
gers say. “Every day’s a 
new day to love each other,” 
Shannon says. 


