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Drive-up vaccines
The COVID-19 vaccine is being 
adminstered by a drive through system 
set up at Lakewood Health System.
(Photos by Mark Anderson)
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By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

T h e  S t a p l e s - M o t l e y 
School Board approved set-
ting a $64.4 million building 
referendum, with the vote 
to be held April 13.

Before the board voted, 
they listened to district res-
ident Ron Nypan give rea-
sons why the board should 
not approve holding the ref-
erendum in April. 

Nypan questioned the 
timing of  the vote, saying 
that after the 2019 referen-
dum failed, the school was 
back working on another 
one within seven months.
He also said that many dis-
trict residents, especially in 
the Scandia Valley area, are 
in the southern states for 
the winter and might not be 
back for the April vote.

“Why the big rush? If  it 
passes tonight, there is only 
78 days before the vote,” said 
Nypan. “We need more time 
for people to be able to find 
out about all this.”

Nypan also cited the 
voter survey about the ref-
erendum, pointing out that 
the tax tolerance question 
was about the same as the 
previous survey when the 
referendum failed. The 
survey also showed that 82 
percent of  the public feels 
the school facilities meet 
the needs of  the students.

Nypan said the project 
would double the school 
portion of  property taxes, 
and that the school will 
propose an operating levy 
in the fall, which will also 
increase taxes if  passed. 
An operating levy pays for 
educational purposes while 
a building referendum only 
goes to buildings. Most 
rural school districts utilize 
an operating levy approved 

by voters and usually ask 
voters to renew it when the 
levy expires.

The board did not discuss 
Nypan’s points, but board 
member Brad Anderson sent 
a letter to the board because 
he was unable to attend 
the meeting. Anderson’s 
letter gave “unwavering 
support” to the referendum 
and stated that the school is 
taking a different approach 
than the 2019 vote.He cited 
the voter survey showing 
higher approval for district 
leadership.

Anderson said the the 
school  has inadequate 
lear ning  environment , 
which was determined by 
the Minnesota Department 
of  Education. He pointed 
out that neighboring com-
munities have new facilities, 
and he felt this is the right 
plan for the school district.

The board voted unani-
mously to approve the refer-
endum for April 13.

Next steps
Mike Hubbard of  ICS, 

the building consultants 
hired by the school, was at 
the meeting to talk about 
what comes next.

He said the communi-
cation plan will now be 
started with mailers and 
updates to the school’s refer-
endum web site, SMTimeTo-
Rise.com. There will also be 
a video explaining the Ag 
to School credit that lowers 
the tax burden on farmers 
in the district.

Hubbard pointed out 
that Superintendent Shane 
Tappe and board members 
acting in an official capacity 
may not advocate in favor 
of  the referendum, they are 
only allowed to give factual 
information and answers 
to questions. If  board mem-
bers are not acting in their 
official capacity, they may 
advocate in favor and may 
join any citizens group 
formed to promote the ref-
erendum.

School referendum vote 
approved for April 13
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  This Week’s Forecast
 High   Low   Cond.
Feb. 3     33º      21º      Cloudy                                                       
Feb. 4     25         0         Snow                                      
Feb. 5       5       -6    M. Cloudy        
Feb. 6       -1     -19    M. Cloudy  
Feb. 7      -5     -20      P. Cloudy
Feb. 8       3     -12      P. Cloudy      
Feb. 9        8       -8      P. Cloudy 

                                  
Average Temps: 

 H = 23º Low = 5º
Total Snow:

For week: .25”
For year: 32.25”
Sub Zero Temps 

ahead

Compiled by 
Dale Hausmann, 

WCCO’s Staples area 
Weatherwatcher

Last Year, 2020
 High Low Cond.
Feb. 3     23º       7º      Cloudy                                            
Feb. 4       0      -14       Cloudy 
Feb. 5       7       -5       Sunny
Feb. 6      20       7        Snow
Feb. 7      22       8       Cloudy
Feb. 8      15    -17       Cloudy
Feb. 9      12      -5       Sunny

In the week of  Jan. 21-28, 
Lakewood Health System 
provided the first COVID-
19 vaccination to approxi-
mately 643 people, starting 
with essential caregivers 
and those 65 years and older. 
These vaccinations were 
made possible using Lake-

wood’s allocated doses from 
earlier in the month. 

While current vaccine 
supply is  very limited 
throughout the state, Lake-
wood is hoping to receive 
more doses soon to continue 

Vaccine rollout 
includes drive 
through shots

School building 
informational 
meetings set

The Staples-Motley 
School District has sched-
uled meetings for com-
munity members to learn 
more about the school 
building proposal. The 
meetings are open house 
style, where community 
members can come at any 
time during the meeting.

The following meetings 
are scheduled:

Tuesday, Feb. 23
Noon-1:30 p.m., Scandia 

Valley Township Hall
6-7:30 p.m., Early Educa-

tion Center (Motley)

Wednesday, Feb. 24
Noon-1:30 p.m., Leader 

Community Hall
6-7:30 p.m., Middle/

High School (Staples)

Lakewood staff registers a vaccine recipient.

Window service

Coping with Covid
Fitness centers in Staples

Since the Covid-19 pan-
demic hit Minnesota in the 
spring of  2020, the coro-
navirus has continued to 
affect everyone in some way 
or another. In the coming 
weeks and months, the Sta-
ples World will reach out to 
a variety of  people to find 
out how they have been 
impacted by Covid-19 and 
what they are doing to cope 
with the situation.

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

Gyms and fitness centers 
throughout Minnesota were 
shut down twice during 
2020. First, for a three-
month stint that started 
March 17; and then again in 
November, for a four-week 
closure.

The following fitness-re-
lated businesses in Sta-
ples shared how they have 
been doing since the onset 
of  Covid-19 and the subse-
quent government shut-
downs.

Iron Paradise
C a r i  Ko t t ke,  ow n e r 

of  Iron Paradise Fitness 
Center in Staples, is excited 
to provide this entity to 

the Staples community, but  
she’s not sure she’d recom-
mend starting a new busi-
ness during a pandemic.

“We opened June 10,” she 
said, adding that was the 
day the governor allowed 
fitness centers to reopen, 
with restrictions in place.

As part of  those restric-
tions, they are only allowed 
to have five people (25 per-
cent capacity) working out 
at a time. Members must 
wear masks and maintain a 
social distance of  nine feet  
from each other. Kottke san-
itizes the center twice a day, 
and members are required 
to sanitize the equipment 
after they’ve used it.

“People have been really, 
really, good,” Kottke said of  
the Iron Paradise members. 
There have been a few who 
did not follow the rules, and 
they’ve since parted ways. 

“It’s too risky to not be 100 
percent,” she said.

 She’s grateful for the 
Covid-19 related govern-
ment grants she received 
during the shutdowns. 

“They’ve helped pay the 
bills,” she said. She’s also 
grateful to Rick Utech with 
Todd County Development 
Corporation, for guiding 

her through the grant appli-
cation process. “If  I didn’t 
have his help, I’d be lost,” 
she said.

Kottke went on to lament 
the fact that she hasn’t 
properly been able to intro-
duce Iron Paradise Fitness 
Center to the public, due to 
the pandemic.

She initially purchased 
the business in January 
of  2020, hoping to open in 
April, but then Covid-19 hit, 
delaying the opening until 
June.

They are located down-
town, in a space once home 
to Sears in years past, and 
most recently a quilt shop. 
When Kottke purchased it, 
she completely remodeled 
the space to accommodate 
a variety of  exercise equip-
ment, including treadmills, 
ellipticals, stationary bikes 
and other cardio equipment. 
Plus, there is a separate 
room for weight lifting.

She’s passionate about 
fitness, Kottke said. A Twin 
Cities native, Kottke has 

been involved in the fitness 
industry for nearly 30 years. 
At her website,  Kottke 
shared that, “I started my 
journey as a student of  Tae 
Kwon Do and then followed 
that up with both cardio 
kickboxing and competitive 
kickboxing.”

She went on to teach 
and coach those sports, 
Kottke said, and along the 
way became certified in a 
number of  areas pertain-

Prior to being transformed to a state 
of the art fitness center, Iron Paradise in 
downtown Staples was previously home 
to a Sears store and most recently, a quilt 
shop. Since purchasing the business in 
January of 2020, owner Cari Kottke has 

remodeled the space, which now holds 
a variety of exercise equipment, includ-
ing treadmills and ellipticals. There’s also 
a separate weight room. (Staples World 
photos by Dawn Timbs)

Working out in the remodeled space

See FITNESS on page 10a

See VACCINE on page 
10a
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Left to right: Terrie Branchaud, Niki Worden, Amanda Wensmann

Terrie Branchaud, RN, Home Care
Nominated by Herman Jasmer
 “I would like to nominate my home care health nurse for employee of the 
month. She always comes with a GREAT smile and greeting. She is ALWAYS 
thorough and concerned. She sets up all my meds. Terrie deserves credit for 
all she does from answering questions to getting answers for my tough 
questions; not just for me but many others. She brightens the day. I have 
major health problems and Terrie helps to keep me in the home 
for as long as I can be.  She’s the best.”

Niki Worden RN, Staples & Motley Case Manager Lead
Amanda Wensmann, RN, Pillager Case Manager Lead
Nominated by Jody Yeager, LPN, Clinic 
 “I would like to nominate Niki and Amanda for all the hard work and time 
they put into getting the Motley Clinic back up and running. These two ladies 
have been PHENOMENAL in making sure Motley got all the supplies and 
everything was stocked and ready to go for the clinic to open back up. 
They were there answering questions, looking how to make daily operations 
run more smoothly and were open to suggestions and feedback from staff. 
They went above and beyond to label and order and rearrange for ease. 
They did all of this plus managed their other daily tasks. This has been helpful 
and will continue to be appreciated.”

w
6c

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
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program for those considering or dealing with driving retirement  
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Steve’s Auto Salvage
& G&L Service

218-445-6885 • Located in Verndale at Steve’s Auto

•Tires (New & Used)
•Tubes •Belts

•AG Tires •Bulbs •Oil •Antifreeze
•Used Auto Parts

A semi tractor trailer blocked a por-
tion of Hwy 10 Jan. 27, west of Motley, af-
ter sliding into the ditch.  At approximately 
10:45 a.m., the driver of the semi, Ying 
Lee, 34, of St. Paul, was eastbound on 
Hwy10 near Spruce St. when his vehicle 
went onto the right shoulder. According to 
the MN State Patrol, the driver corrected 
to the left causing the semi to jack-knife 

and roll on its side in the median, with the 
trailer blocking two lanes. The Motley Fire 
Department directed traffic around the ac-
cident. Lee was transported to Lakewood 
Health System emergency department 
with non-life threatening injuries. Road 
conditions were dry. (Staples World pho-
tos by Mark Anderson)

Semi tips coming into Motley

On Jan. 20, at 3:37 p.m., 
the Wadena County Sher-
iff’s Office received a call 

regarding a semi that was 
rolled over in the ditch in 
the area of  County Road 26 
and 160th Street.

Law Enforcement and 
medical personnel arrived 
on scene to find the semi 
was rolled over on the driv-
er’s side and appeared to be 
southbound on County Road 
26. There are “S” curves in 
this area and it appeared 
the semi was approaching 
the right turn of  the curve, 
lost control and crossed over 
into the northbound lane 
and went into the ditch. The 
driver, identified as Michael 
Mays, age 32, of  Alabama, 
indicated he lost control of  
the semi while going around 
the curve.

There were three other 
occupants in the semi. An 

adult female was identified 
as Timeshia Wilkerson, age 
29, of  Alabama. The other 
two occupants were juve-
niles.

The semi was loaded 
with frozen food. It took 
several hours to unload the 
cargo before the semi could 
be removed from the ditch.

Wilkerson was trans-
ported to Lakewood Hospi-
tal for possible injuries. No 
one else was injured in the 
accident.

T he Wadena County 
Sheriff’s Office was assisted 
by the Ver ndale Police, 
Verndale First Respond-
ers and Fire Department, 
Minnesota State Patrol, 
Lakewood Ambulance and 
Farrington Towing out of  
Park Rapids.

Semi rolls into ditch

Recent reports from 
the Motley Police Depart-
ment (MPD) and Morrison 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(MCSO) included the fol-
lowing:

Jan. 21 - 27
Jan. 25 - 27 - The MPD 

issued speeding citations 
to Benjamin Schneider, 
31; Joann Talbot, 51; Cody 
Holum 18; Christa Hessler, 
33; James Dobson, 57; Roger 
Rothstein, 58.

Jan. 26 - The MPD issued 
hands-free violation cita-
tions to Reza Mikhaeil, 39; 
Michael Wallace, 21.

Jan.  25  -  T he  MPD 
received a report of  a gas 
drive-off  at Holiday station 
in Motley, in the amount of  

$38.47.
Jan. 23 - The MPD issued 

citations to Jared Borchert, 
34, for driving after revoca-
tion and no proof  of  insur-
ance.

Jan. 21 - The MPD and 
MCSO responded to a 
report of  a one vehicle 
rollover near Hwy 10 and 
10th Ave., Cushing. Scan-
dia Valley First Responders 
arrived shortly after and 
tended to the injuries of  
both the driver and infant 
passenger. 

Jan. 27 -  The MCSO 
received a report of  a 
semi-rollover on Hwy 10 
in Motley. They proceeded 
to page Motley Fire and 
Rescue.

Jan. 27 -  The MCSO 
assisted state patrol with a 
traffic stop involving sev-
eral subjects with warrants 
and also juvenile welfare 
issues. One subject was 
arrested on a Beltrami 
warrant; and the driver of  
one of  the vehicles, Robert 
Needham, 24, was issued 
a citation for not having a 
Minnesota driver’s license. 
The incident took place at 
Hwy 10 and 270th St., Cush-
ing. 

Jan. 26 -  The MCSO 
issued a speeding citation 
to Raymond Guck, 39.

Jan. 21 -  The MCSO 
reported suspicious activ-
ity at the 33000 block of  
Dogwood Ln., Motley.

Law enforcement reports, Motley area
Sylvan Township in 

Cass County has published 
a Request for Proposals to 
hire a consultant to conduct 
a comprehensive archaeo-
logical and historic liter-
ature assessment of  the 
Camp Ripley Sentinel Land-
scape, a 805,000 acre area in 
a ten-mile radius around 
Camp Ripley Military Res-
ervation.

The purpose of  this large 
project is to gather infor-
mation about known and 
suspected sites that tell the 
story of  the region’s history.

On Dec. 1, 2020, Sylvan 
Township acce pted an 
award of  $130,000 from the 
Minnesota Historical and 
Cultural Heritage Grants 

program. Source funding 
for this grant was the Arts 
and Cultural Heritage Fund 
administered by the Minne-
sota Historical Society. The 
purpose of  the grant is to 
contract a comprehensive 
literature review of  cul-
tural resources and map-
ping of  the Camp Ripley 
Sentinel Landscape (CRSL) 
to include parts of  Cass, 
Crow Wing, Morrison and 
Todd counties.

In 2018, Camp Ripley won 
the Secretary of  Defense 
Cultural Resources Man-
agement award for work on 
cultural resources identifi-
cation, inventory and pro-
tection that has occurred 
at the training installation. 

In 2019, the CRSL partner-
ship adopted a strategic 
plan that identified a cul-
tural resources protection 
strategy under the broad 
goal of  protecting lands and 
promoting land uses com-
patible with Camp Ripley’s 
military training mission.

The CRSL partnership 
is supporting Sylvan Town-
ship in the development 
and administration of  this 
grant project with a goal of  
bringing greater cultural 
awareness, protection and 
management to significant 
cultural sites. The 805,000-
acre CRSL project area 
represents many river con-
fluences and geologic corri-
dor features vital to human 
communities since the last 
glacial period in Minnesota.

The full Request for Pro-
posals and map of  the proj-
ect area are accessible on 
the Sylvan Township web-
site at https://sylvantwp.
com/ or by contacting Faith 
Broberg, Sylvan Township 
Clerk, at clerk@sylvantwp.
com.

Sylvan Township MNHS Cultural 
Heritage Grant RFP notice

Francisco Jimenez, Master Instruc-
tor for United Tae Kwon Do Systems in 
Staples, led a class at his martial arts 
school on Jan. 28. The school is located 

at the former NAPA Auto Parts building 
on 2nd Ave. NW in Staples. See story on 
pg. 10a. (Staples World photos by Dawn 
Timbs)

Leading a martial arts class
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Looking back

Needing/Wanting a 
 Granite Memorial

 FOR YOUR FAMILY?
I can help!
Diane M. 
Hahn

27 years serving 
our area! 

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685 
or 218-640-2341
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218-855-5756
•Comprehensive Eye Exam...$75

•Contact Lens Exams starting at...$110

Breena Dell 
Clayton, 

OD
Independent 
Optometrist 

at Costco, 
Baxter, MN

Membership not required for eye exams, 
but is needed to purchase glasses or contact lenses.

Call or visit us at www.claytoneyecaremn.com

75 Years ago - 1946 
o Jan. 31, 1946 - Adult 

admission at basketball 
games in Staples in the 
future will be 50 cents. Chil-
dren prices will remain the 
same as in the past.

Staples has been the 
only school in the confer-
ence charging the 40 cents 
rate and with the expense 
of  staging the games some-
what higher, it was decided 
at a recent meeting of  the 
school authorities that the 
price for adults would be 
raised to 50 cents to corre-
spond with prices charged 
by other schools in the con-

ference.
o Jan. 31, 1946 - Mr. and 

Mrs. George Carlson, and 
family, who live in Becker 
township, had the misfor-
tune to lose their home by 
fire about six o’clock Friday 
morning of  last week.

The fire is believed to 
have started from an explo-
sion in their parlor range. 
As the gas from the coal 
collected, the explosion 
occurred. The force blew 
the top completely off  the 
stove and up through the 
floor of  the upstairs room, 
and the fire quickly spread 
to all parts of  the home.

The Carlsons have eight 
children, their youngest 
being twins born about 
three months ago.

The family lost all  of  
their furniture and clothing, 
and the fire occurred on one 
of  the coldest mornings of  
this year.

At the present time Mr. 
and Mrs. Carlson and family 
are staying at the home of  
the latter’s brother in Pil-
lager, until arrangements 
can be completed to build a 
small home on their farm.

o Jan. 31, 1946 - The Des-
Marais Confectionery in 
Staples has been undergo-
ing noted improvement the 
past several weeks, in that 
the room has been com-
pletely redecorated. The 
ceiling is in a tinted white, 
with pastel shade of  blue on 
the sidewalls.

New counters have been 
added, along with new red 
topped stools, and the con-
fectionery is now serving 
light lunches

50 Years ago - 1971
o Feb.  4 ,  1971  -  The 

National Honor Society at 
Staples high school will 
hold its annual spring ini-
tiation of  members Feb. 11. 

Thirteen members of  
the Class of  1971 will be 
included into membership 
of  the society at the special 
ceremonies slated to begin 
at 9 a.m. that day in the Sta-
ples Auditorium. 

Seven members of  the 
Class of  1971 were initi-
ated at Cap and Gown Day 
ceremonies last May and 
they will be conducting the 
induction ceremonies of  the 
new members next Thurs-
day morning. These cur-
rent members of  the society 
include Julie Bredemeier, 
Audrey Dickman, Guy Doud, 
Julie Miller, Ronald Salber, 
Stephen Van Buren and 
Rhea Weber.

G e o r g e  S yck s,  h i g h 
school guidance director, 
will be the speaker at the 
program.

o Feb. 4, 1971 - With tem-
peratures ranging about 10 
below zero, the members of  
the Staples Fire Department 
were called out about 11:30 

a.m. Sunday, Jan. 31.
Scene of  the fire was the 

Martin Etzler farm home, 
which is located about 4-1/2 
miles southeast of  Staples. 
Leo Fahnlander, fire chief, 
said that a floor joist in the 
Etzler home had started to 
burn. The fire was appar-
ently noticed by the chil-
dren, when the house began 
to fill with smoke, and they 
carried water to the fire 
until the firemen arrived. 
Fahnlander also said that 
the children had the fire 
under control when they 
arrived and that minor 
damage was reported.

o Feb. 4, 1971 - The Sta-
ples Wrestling Team cap-
tured the championship of  
the Alexandria Invitational 
Tournament held in that 
city last Saturday. It was the 
second such championship 
for Coach Don Dravis’ grap-
plers in the same number of  
years for the holding of  the 
event at Alexandria. 

In picking up the title, 
the Cardinals finished with 
four individual champions. 
Mark Bendson at 95 pounds, 
Mike Roberts at 112, Loren 
Bendson at 133 and Wayne 
Shequen at 165.

o Feb. 4, 1971 - Frank L. 
Williams, son of  Mr. and 
Mrs. James L. Williams, Sta-
ples, received his honorable 
discharge from the United 
States Air Force Jan. 26 and 
has now joined his father 
in business at the Williams 
Floral and Nursery.

A 1965 graduate of  Sta-
ples high school, Frank 
completed the course in 

Floral Design at the Brain-
erd Vocational School prior 
to entering the Air Force.

25 Years ago - 1996
o Feb. 1, 1996 - Ann Gallant 

and Raye Ludovissie were 
crowned King and Queen 
of  the Staples Motley High 
School SnoDaze program 
Saturday night. The coro-
nation preceded a SnoDaze 
dance at the Central Lakes 
College, Staples Campus. 
Ann and Raye were selected 
by the students from a feld 
of  8 king and 8 queen can-
didates.

o  Fe b.  1 ,  1 9 9 6  -  A n 
18-wheeler headed through 
Staples Tuesday afternoon 
was an apparent casualty 
of  the bitter cold. The truck 
froze up on Hwy 10 at the 
Staples stoplights about 
3 p.m. requiring a bigger 
vehicle than a tow truck 
from Mueller Motors to pull 
it out of  the way. 

o Feb. 1, 1996 - The Cen-
tennial Auditorium recently 
received the first set of  new 
rigging which will enable 
them to lift sets, curtains 
and lights into the fly 
space above the stage. The 
new equipment was made 
possible in part by a $500 
donation from Lamplighter 
Community Theatre in Sta-
ples.

o Feb. 1, 1996 - Dr. Tom 
Kyle, national evangelist of  
the Christian and Mission-
ary Alliance, will report 
on his recent ministry in 
Russia at the Hope Chapel 
on Feb. 4. Dr. Kyle will speak 
about present conditions in 

Russia and the progress of  
the gospel, as well as pres-
ent a slide show.

10 Years ago - 2011
o Feb. 3, 2011 - Larry Dou-

cette is cancer-free after 
more than a year battling 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Dou-
cette and his wife Linda 
traveled to Seattle for a stem 
cell transplant, but found 
out he had beaten the cancer 
before they performed the 
transplant.

o Feb. 3, 2011 - The Car-
dinal wrestlers continued 
to win last week,  after a 
tough loss to Pierz on Jan. 
25. On Jan. 27, the SM boys 
beat both Breckenridge and 
Parkers Prairie, and won 
the Mid State Conference 
tournament championship 
on Jan. 29.

o Feb. 3, 2011 - Pat and 
Carolyn Held of  Motley 
were participants at the 
Twin Fantasy Baseball 
Camp held Jan. 8 - 16 in Fort 
Meyers, Fla., at the Twins’ 
spring training facility. 
Dick Bremer, Twins broad-
caster and Staples High 
School graduate, also was 
a member of  the Fantasy 
Camp. Greg and Jeanne 
Leifermann of  Staples, who 
winter in Englewood, Fla., 
came to watch the games on 
Jan. 11.

o Feb. 3, 2011 - The Pil-
lager High School’s senior 
class is planning a trip to 
Chicago in May. They will 
hold a spaghetti dinner 
fundraiser Feb. 12, at the 
Pillager Community Center.

- o - 
Compiled by

Dawn Timbs
- o - 

Hello readers. This week’s archive 
photo is from our Jan. 28, 1971 edition. 
Do you know who these people are and 
perhaps the context of the photos? Email 
your answers and where you are from 

to dtimbs@staplesworld.com by Friday 
morning, or call 218-894-1112. The an-
swers will be published in next week’s 
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Mystery photo

Last week’s mystery photo, pub-
lished in the Oct. 27, 2005 edition of 
the Staples World, featured the Improv-
ing School Climate group (ISC students) 
at Motley Staples Middle School who 
had raised over $700 for victims of 
Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita. 

Pictured front row, from left, are Lonna 
Dumpprope, Cayanne Robben, Anthony 
Duhn, Kelli Hagenson. Back row: Molly 
Skeeskick (advisor), Brandon Larson, 
Dustin Smith, Nick Westerlund, Emma 
Motl.

 No responses were received.

Mystery solved

U.S. Congresswoman Michelle Fischbach (MN-7) has 
been appointed to serve on the House Committee on Agri-
culture, the House Judiciary Committee and the House 
Committee on Rules for the 117th Congress.

“I’m pleased to be named to these committees, all of  
which have jurisdiction over issues critical to the people I 
represent,” said Congresswoman Fischbach. “As a member 
of  the Agriculture Committee, I will be a voice for the thou-
sands of  farmers and producers that call our district home. 
As a member of  the Judiciary Committee, I will uphold the 
rule of  law and push back on any proposal that seeks to 
encroach on Minnesotans’ liberties and limit their consti-
tutional rights. And as a member of  the Rules Committee, I 
will work to make sure the rights of  the minority party are 
respected and that institutional norms are not neglected 
for partisan gain.”

The House Committee on Agriculture has jurisdiction 
over policy related to agriculture, food, rural development 
and forestry, as well as the U.S. Department of  Agriculture. 
Minnesota’s Seventh District  among the top agriculture 
producing districts in the nation is home to more than 
30,000 farms and is responsible for nearly half  of  the state’s 
agricultural sales.

The House Committee on the Judiciary is responsible 
for issues related to the constitution, civil liberties, legal 
and regulatory reform, anti-trust, terrorism and immigra-
tion, as well as overseeing the U.S. Department of  Justice 
and the Department of  Homeland Security.

The House Committee on Rules, the body’s oldest stand-
ing committee is responsible for determining jurisdiction 
and consideration of  legislation, as well as the chamber’s 
rules.

Fischbach lands on U.S. ag, 
judiciary, rules committees

On Jan. 4, Staples Police 
received a report regard-
ing suspicious activity at 
the Sunset Motel. A res-
ident believed someone 
had entered his room and 
poisoned his food and tam-
pered with his cold weather 
gear.

On Jan. 4, a suspicious 
package was located outside 
of  the Stapleton apartments 
in Staples. The package 
appeared to be bars of  soap 
wrapped tight into a pack-
age. 

On Jan. 5, Staples Police 
assisted Todd County with a 
report of  cattle on the road-
way. A owner was not found 
and the cows are being held 
by a local individual who 
is equipped to take care of  
them.

On Jan. 7, Staples Police 
responded to the Stapleton 

Apartments for a report of  
a tenant that was using an 
extension cord to get some 
electricity from the hallway. 
Police advised the tenant 
to remove the cord which 
they did. The apartment 
manager wanted the tenant 
cited for theft and they were 
advised it was a civil matter 
with their tenant.

On Jan. 7, Staples Police, 
a l o n g  w i t h  To d d  a n d 
Wadena County Sheriff’s 
Office, assisted the Min-
nesota State Patrol with a 
traffic stop of  a vehicle that 
fled from them but stopped 
at 3rd Ave NE and 5th St NE. 
Caroline Wickman, 18, was 
arrested after the stop.

On Jan. 8, Staples Police 
received a report of  a theft 
that occurred at DQ in Sta-
ples.

Staples Police 
report

New COVID-19 cases 
are down throughout the 
state and country. Locally, 
COVID-19 has dwindled 
down to numbers not seen 
since September.

In the last week of  Janu-
ary, only two new cases were 
detected in the Staples zip 
code, and two were found in 
Motley. The highest weekly 
total in area communities 
was in Pillager, which had 
seven new cases.

T h i s  i s  t h e  s e c o n d 
straight week of  the low 
numbers. The virus num-
bers peaked in November 
and have been lowering 
nearly ever week since then.

State health officials 
cited multiple reasons 
for the decline, including 
restrictions on gatherings, 
social distancing practices 
and the start of  the vaccine 
for the virus.

COVID-19 numbers 
remain low

If  you are a farmer or 
gardener planning for the 
2021 crop year, it is import-
ant to keep in mind that 
there is one component of  
your growing system that 
matters more than anything 
else: soil organic matter 
(which is the fraction of  the 
soil composed of  anything 
that once lived). 

Although soil organic 
matter usually composes 
only 2-5% of  the soil by 
volume and much less by 
weight, it controls 90% of  
a soil’s function. Increased 
organic matter means soil 
surface structure becomes 
more stable and less prone 
to crusting and erosion. 
Water infiltration increases 
and runoff  decreases. Crop 
health and yields improve, 
long-term productivity and 
resiliency increase, and 
weed, disease, and insect 
pressure is relieved. It also 
makes soil more friable or 
easier to work. 

At one time soil scien-
tists felt that no significant 
changes to organic matter 
could be made through man-
agement. Now we know this 
to be untrue. There are farm-

ers who are doubling their 
soil organic matter in less 
than a decade. Even sandy 
soils, such as those found in 
a majority of  Todd County, 
can be managed effectively 
to increase organic matter 
from less than 2% to 4-5%. 
Just a 1 percent increase 
in soil organic matter cor-
relates to a 0.5” increase of  
available soil water capacity, 
helps drought proof  your 
soil, and holds more bene-
ficial soil life and nutrients 
for your crops.

Contact the Long Prairie 
NRCS field office at 732-6618 
ext. 3 to learn more.

Soil organic matter
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By Dr. Hara Charlier
President, Central Lakes College

As I look back on the past year, I’m struck by all that we, 
as a community, have been through together. And, while it’s 
undeniable that we continue to be challenged by the frus-
tration and fatigue of  today’s world, we’ve also been talking 
about the thread of  promise and hope that runs through 
our work. On a recent Zoom call, one of  my colleagues said 
simply, “I choose hope.” There was a pause, and then, every-
one on the call nodded. We needed that reminder. 

I think we all can agree that nothing about 2020 was 
perfect. At Central Lakes College, we exist for our students, 
and not being able to see them, engage with them in quite 
the same way has been admittedly hard. But, just as we 
tell our students, challenges are opportunities for growth, 
and grow we have. There is a great deal to celebrate and so 
many reasons to choose hope.

Our employees persisted with a clear and unwavering 
focus on students. We continue to deliver instructions in 
new, innovative ways, serving students and ensuring they 
get the same high quality education they always have. At 
the close of  fall semester in December, many students grad-
uated from their programs. We sent nurses, police officers, 
heavy equipment operators, dental assistants and more 
into the workforce. I’m inspired every day by my colleagues’ 
commitment and our students’ perseverance. 

That perseverance is also evident when we look at our 
student success metrics. The national conversation about 
student success included concern that the situation would 
cause students to fail courses or leave college in large num-
bers. That certainly was not the case at CLC. Not only did 
students finish classes at the same rate as last fall, but just 
as many students returned to continue working toward 
their goals. What we know is that these dedicated students 
are working harder than ever… in their classes, shops and 
labs, but also in all that life throws at them. 

Never before has it been more important to meet stu-
dents where they are and, together, ensure basic needs are 
met. This year, we increased access to our food pantries 
and provided free meals to students. We provided laptops to 
students and created internet hotspots in our parking lots. 
And students are taking advantage of  expanded access to 
mental health and wellness services, including free virtual 
counseling. While the list is admirable, it’s not enough. 
We commit to doing more, to continuing to meet students 
where they are, to being partners as students work to ad-
dress their personal and family needs. At CLC, we know 
that basic needs must be met if  students are to reach their 
goals.

Now that fall semester is behind us, we are embracing 
the spring term that kicked off  Jan. 11. Our success this fall 
gave us a strong foundation to build on. While things still 

look different on campuses, we remain proudly committed 
to a wide range of  learning options. This means that CLC 
has no intention of  “going all online.” We simply cannot 
meet the needs of  our students, employers and commu-
nities by doing so. Today, students are learning in-person 
in our shops, labs and studios. Of  course, we have many 
health precautions in place, and they’re working. 

Thanks to our caring and careful teams, we simply have 
not seen COVID transmission on our campuses. This allows 
us to be excited about easing even more students back on 
campus in the coming months. And, while we will always 
put safety first, that’s a beacon of  hope for a bright future. 

While academics are at the core of  all that we do, we 
know that students need to connect with their college to be 
successful – they need the full college experience. While we 
can’t do things exactly as we’d like, we’ve gotten creative. 

One example of  creativity at work is our new Raider Re-
tention Challenge. By signing on to the challenge, students 
are completing activities designed to connect them with 
staff  and resources. These 10 activities include showing 
students how to check in with their advisor, conduct mini 
research projects, and connect with student life, student 
government, and the bookstore. The benefits are great and 
so are the prizes, including a laptop, wireless headphones 
and more.

Cultural and performing arts are thriving. Cultural 
Thursdays continue on the first Thursday of  the month via 
Zoom, and all are invited. February’s event will highlight 
South American Mapuche artistic expression. Please regis-
ter in advance at https://tinyurl.com/y2nwalko.

The Central Lakes Community Performing Arts Center 
will continue it’s 13-plus year history by bringing you a 
community talent competition, plays featuring local actors, 
live streamed music concerts and more. Watch for more 
information at clcperformingarts.com. 

Excitement is also in the air about spring baseball and 
softball. Our Raiders will be back on the field soon, so 
please watch our website about how you can cheer them on.

It’s important to engage in all of  these activities, even 
with all that we’re dealing with at the college and in the 
world. We know that college is hard and that students need 
to connect. At CLC, we don’t expect you to be successful all 
the time. College isn’t smooth sailing; you will hit bumps. 
Just know that when you do, we will embrace those chal-
lenges and help you through it.

We call this our “culture of  caring” - we want students 
to know we are there for them. You can’t be successful if  
you’re expected to walk through it alone. The people of  CLC 
will help you get that personalized experience and educa-
tion that you are craving. 

There’s no reason to pause your education. This is the 
time to come back, to continue your educational journey. 
Here, you’re always going to have people in your corner. So, 
join us at CLC and choose hope.

CLC choosing hope after 2020

COVID still 
dangerous for 

all ages
I’ve had people tell me 

that the deaths by COVID 
19 are inflated, that they 
know people that have died 
of  something else and was 
attributed to Coved 19. First, 
COVID 19 does not directly 
kill you. It maximizes the 
effects of  existing diseas-
es or causes pneumonia, 
heart attacks or strokes. 
In 2019, there were 2.6 mil-
lion deaths. In 2020 the 
were about 3 to 3.1 million 
deaths.  The 2020 numbers 
are not finalized. That was 
an increase of  400,000 par-
ents, husbands, wives and 
children or a 12 percent 
increase in people dying 
while our population only 
increased by one percent.

A lot of  people have also 
told me that it’s mostly old 
people dying. Well, the num-
ber of  people over the age of  
74 increased by 14 percent. 
The largest percentage of  

increased deaths were in 
the 25 to 44 age group. That 
was a whopping 28.9 percent 
with men having even a 
greater increase.

People under the age 
of  25 was only two percent 
while 46-64 was 14.4 percent 
and 65-74 was 21.5 percent.

Another interesting fact 
is that the months of  Janu-
ary and February, 2020, and 
were normal. Every month 
from March on had signifi-
cantly more deaths than 
the previous years. This 
seems to track well with the 
increase of  COVID 19 cas-
es, even though our doctors 
learned how to keep people 
alive. 

Why did I say, “if  this is 
not COVID-19 then we are in 
deep doo doo”? That means 
we as a country have in-
creased deaths and we don’t 
know why.

I  got these numbers 
from the CDC while Donald 
Trump was still President.

 
A. John Peters
Browerville, Minn

Pipeline 
politics

I ’ve never voted for 
Trump or President Biden.

President Biden claimed 
he would be a president for 
all, but the first thing he did 
was close down the pipe-

line and here in Arizona 
the price of  gas went up 20 
cents per gallon in a week.

I’m in favor of  that pipe-
line. How can he be presi-
dent for all when he isn’t 
president for me?

Bernie Hendricks
Motley, Minn

State Representative 
John Poston, District 9A, 
issued the following state-
ment regarding Gov. Tim 
Walz’s 2021-2022 budget 
proposal. Gov. Walz is pro-
posing $1.7 billion in new 
taxes including a 10 percent 
hike to Minnesota’s top tax 
bracket, a 15 percent hike 
to Minnesota’s business tax 
and regressive tax hikes on 
cigarettes and vaping prod-
ucts that disproportion-
ately hit low-income Min-
nesotans. The Governor is 
proposing just .3 percent in 
cuts ($150 million) out of  a 
$52 plus billion budget. 

“The economic and social 
damage caused by Governor 
Walz’s harmful shutdowns 

will take years to recov-
er from,” said Rep. Poston. 

“That’s why these proposed 
tax increases are the wrong 
approach to balancing the 
budget and will only extend 
the pain and slow Minne-
sota’s economic recovery. I 
am committed to working 
on and passing a bipartisan 
budget that invests in the 
things that matter most to 
Minnesotans while ensur-
ing that we reduce overall 
government spending and 
streamline state agencies 
and programs.”

Lawmakers and the Gov-
ernor must pass a new two-
year budget by June 30, 2021 
to avoid a state government 
shutdown.

Poston on 
state budget

By Paul Gazelka
Senate Majority Leader

We are a few weeks into 
the 2021 session and already 
are hitting hard against the 
Governor’s and House Dem-
ocrats’ agenda to increase 
taxes and adopt Califor-
nia Emissions Standards. 
The Senate has also forged 
ahead to provide Voter ID 
for Minnesotans  if  we must 
have government-issued ID 
to get the COVID-19 vacci-
nation, then it makes sense 
to have the same standard 
applied to our elections.  

Governor Tim Walz an-
nounced his 2021 budget 
proposal, which calls for 
$52.4 billion in spending 
and more than $1.6 billion 
in new taxes. It represents 
a spending increase of  $4.4 
billion from the previous 
budget. 

Since day one of  session, 
the Senate has been clear: 
we’re not balancing the 
budget with tax increases. 
A budget that increases tax-
es is not a Minnesota pri-
ority.  

People have suffered 
enough already. Employees, 
entrepreneurs and many 
businesses have sacrificed 
for 11 months. The budget 
reserve can be used to pro-

tect people from hurtful tax 
increases that will further 
stretch their family budget 
and harm our economy. The 
Senate will ask the govern-
ment to tighten its belt be-
fore we ever ask Minneso-
tans to tighten their belts 
even more. 

Majority Leader Gazel-
ka and Senate Republicans 
previously announced their 
priorities for the 2021 ses-
sion. 

Emissions standards 
On Jan. 28, the Senate 

held a hearing featuring 
several ‘regular’ Minne-
sotans to learn about how 
the governor’s proposal 
to implement California’s 
vehicle-emissions rules in 
Minnesota. Governor Walz 
is attempting to bypass the 
legislature and implement 
the rule using the adminis-
trative rulemaking process. 

The hearing followed a 
Jan. 27, joint hearing of  the 
Environment and Natural 
Resources Finance and Pol-
icy and Legacy Committees 
to hear from Pollution Con-
trol Agency Commissioner 
Laura Bishop about the new 
rules. 

Numerous people tes-
tified, including suburban 
moms, auto dealers and 
farmers, told the committee 

that the new rules would 
place undue hardship on 
them and their families. 

If  adopted, the California 
Emission Standards will 
rattle Minnesota’s economy, 
raising transportation costs 
for lower-income residents 
and disproportionally hurt-
ing rural and border com-
munities. Data suggests 
that new vehicles’ demand 
will drop 7.1 percent and 
that Minnesotans can ex-
pect to pay $800-$2,500 more 
per vehicle, not just on elec-
tric vehicles (EVs).   

The “proposed bene-
fit” of  the rules also seems 
questionable based on data 
from Minnesota and across 
the nation. Without adopt-
ing the standards, MnD-
OT’s forecast shows that 
gasoline usage has already 
hit its peak and is project-
ed to decline exponentially 
in the future.  Furthermore, 
states like Pennsylvania, 
which already have adopted 
the standards, have a small-
er percentage of  EVs than 
Minnesota. 

This data suggests that 
Minnesota’s market is al-
ready moving towards 
cleaner and more efficient 
cars, with more models 
hitting lots yearly. Like the 
energy industry, consumers 
seem to be determining the 
trend with demand as EVs 
become more affordable and 
the technology becoming 
more accessible. Unfortu-
nately, using their rulemak-
ing power, the MPCA and 
Governor do not offer any 
financial incentive to con-
sumers, expecting Minneso-
ta families to front the bill.  

The Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency has begun 
hosting public information 
sessions in the agency’s ef-
fort to impose the Califor-
nia Car Mandate on Minne-
sotans. You can find more 
information about these 
sessions at https://www.
pca.state.mn.us/air/clean-
cars-mn-rulemaking.   

Minnesotans who wish 
to submit public comments 
can either attend one of  
the planned virtual hear-
ings, they can submit links 
via the Office of  Adminis-
trative Hearings website 
(https://mn.gov/oah/), or 
they can attend a public 
hearing. The hearings for 
public comments will take 
place virtually on February 
22 and 23 at 3 p.m. 

Election ID
The Minnesota Senate’s 

committee on State Gov-
er nment and Elections 
approved a bill that would 
require Minnesotans to 
present valid photo identi-
fication for in-person and 
absentee voting. The bill es-
tablishes a new voter identi-
fication card free-of-charge 
to individuals who lack 
proper identification and 
cannot afford it. The bill 
was referred to the Commit-
tee on Transportation for a 
hearing. 

Millions of  American 
citizens have lost faith in 
our elections. This is a com-
mon-sense, easy way to re-
store credibility, integrity, 
security and trust in the 
election process. A voter 
ID rule promises that ev-
ery single Minnesotan who 
wants to participate in the 
process will be counted and 
protected no more, no less. 

The legislation would 
require voters to produce 
valid, government-issued 
photo identification when 
voting in person, by absen-
tee or mail-in ballot. Indi-
viduals unable to provide 
valid proof  of  identity or 
residence would be able to 
cast a provisional ballot, 
affording the voter a peri-
od in which they could ob-
tain proper identification. 
Same-day voter registration 
would also remain intact.  

In the landmark U.S. Su-
preme Court case Craw-
ford v. Marion County, the 
Court held that an Indiana 
law requiring a photo ID to 
vote did not violate the U.S. 
Constitution. Specifically, 
the Court held there are “le-
gitimate state interests” in 
voting laws requiring pho-
to ID, including deterring, 
detecting, and preventing 
voter fraud, improving and 
modernizing election proce-
dures and safeguarding vot-
er confidence in elections. 
Finally, the Court also held 
that federal law authorizes 
states to use a photo iden-
tification requirement to 
determine an individual’s 
eligibility to vote. 

Thank you for taking the 
time to look over this brief  
capitol update. Let me know 
if  you have any questions 
or concerns about the above 
topics or about other state 
or legislative issues. I am al-
ways happy to help.  

Sen.Paul.Gazelka@sen-
ate.mn 

651-296-4875

Gazelka looks at MN session
Quote of  the week

“Our liberty depends on the 
freedom of  the press, 

and that cannot be limited 
without being lost.”
— Thomas Jefferson
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n Stay at least 50 feet away from it and assume 
 it is energized. The ground may also be energized  
 making the entire area extremely dangerous. 

n Never touch anything that is touching a downed  
 power line. It is as dangerous as the line itself.
 
n If a power line falls on your vehicle while you 
 are in it, stay inside your vehicle until help arrives.

POWERFUL STORMS can damage power 
lines. If you see a downed power line:

Be Safe
NEVER TOUCH 
A DOWNED 
POWER LINE. 
Always assume 
it is energized 
and call 911 
immediately.  

Stay clear of downed power lines 

TODD COUNTY Grant Relief Program 
for Small Business and Non-Profits

Jan. 19, 2021: The Todd County Board 
of Commissioners approved the 

Todd County Grant Relief Program 
for Small Businesses and Non-Profits. 

The Minnesota Legislature and Governor previously 
passed legislation authorizing funding to Minnesota 

counties to distribute relief grants to local businesses 
and non-profits impacted by an executive order 

related to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The grant program is for small businesses and non-profits directly or 

indirectly affected by EO 20-99 or other executive orders causing closures 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. The application form and program guidelines 

have been posted on the Todd County website under the 
Business Resources page, located at

https://www.co.todd.mn.us/business-resources.
The information can also be found on the 

Todd County Economic Development page, located at
 http://www.toddcountydevelopment.org/  

The Todd County Grant Relief Program Guidelines explain the required 
documentation, eligibility criteria and where to send the applications.  

Grants will be awarded to eligible businesses and non-profits who meet 
the criteria of the application and provide all supporting documentation.  

Grant amounts are listed on the application and are subject to change 
based on need and availability of funds. Previous grant awards 

are required to be disclosed but do not disqualify an organization from 
applying.  Grant funds awarded must be used for operational expenses 

incurred during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The application period is January 19, 2021 through February 19, 2021.

Applications received will be reviewed and based on funding available; 
those found eligible will be approved on or before March 2, 2021.

For questions regarding the grant program or grant 
application, contact Rick Utech, Todd County 

Economic Development Corporation, 320-732-2128 
or by email: rick.utech@co.todd.mn.us.
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FRIENDLY 
INN

218-575-3295
Located 6 miles south 

of Motley 1-1/2  miles east 
on #203

BINGO!
EVERY 

SATURDAY
1 p.m. 

(unless bad 
weather)

w
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Todd County 
Health & Human Services
is currently scheduling Todd County

residents aged 65 and over 
for COVID-19 vaccine appointments.  
Residents who would like to schedule

an appointment should call 320-732-4500, 
and press option 1, on Fridays between 

the hours of 12 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Understand that there is limited vaccine available 

each week. Residents are encouraged to 
 call in on Friday a� ernoons to verify the status 

of Todd County’s vaccine clinic schedule.

w
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Subscribe
Staples World 

newspaper 
subscription

 rates, one year:

Local: $41
(Todd, Wadena, 
Morrison, Cass 

counties)

Minnesota: 
$46.

Out-of-State: 
$51.

Foreign: 
$61.

Student 
Rate: $31 
per school 

year, in-state 
(Sept.-April)

On-Line: $37
Print with 

on-line: $65

P.O. Box 100
224 4th St. NE

Staples, MN  56479
218-894-1112

www.staplesworld.com

The Wadena County 
Historical Society recently 
received a grant from the 
Five Wings Arts Council to 
support the literary series, 
BookEnds, a monthly pro-
gram that connects readers 
to writers on the second Sat-
urday of  each month. Until 
March of  2020, the program 
was hosted live at the Up-
town Cafe in Wadena. Since 
the pandemic, BookEnds 
Online Edition has contin-
ued connecting readers to 
writers via Zoom.  Each 
month, one regional author 
is invited to read a portion 
of  his/her book and talk 
about the writing process.  
The hour-long program is 
facilitated by a moderator, 
Shelly Weinstein, who in-
volves the audience by in-
viting questions. Following 
the ZOOM program, the re-
corded interviews are avail-
able on the website www.
WadenaCountyHistory.org.  
Books are provided through 
the services of  Travelin’ 
Storyseller, Gillette Kempf, 
formerly owner of  An Open 
Book in Wadena. 

The following authors 
have agreed to participate 

in BookEnds Online Edi-
tion this year.  In January, 
author Debra Eckerman 
Pitton began the 2021 year 
with her true life adventure 
book, “No One Left Behind: 
An unexpected education-
al adventure at Machu Pic-
chu”.  February’s author 
will be Peter Geye, author 
of  the recently released 
novel, “Nothernmost” and 
the author of  the award 
winning novels, “Safe from 
the Sea”, “The Lighthouse 
Road”, and “Wintering”, 
winner of  the Minnesota 
Book Award.  In March, au-
thor Mary Logue will talk 
about “Frozen Stiff”, a Mid-
western mystery.  April will 
feature youth author David 
LaRochelle as the featured 
author. He will talk about 

“How to Apologize”, an up-
coming picture book illus-
trated by Mike Wohnoutka.  

May’s author is Julie Jo 
Severson, a versatile jour-
nalist, editor, and author 
of  the new guidebook “Se-
cret Twin Cities: A Guide to 
the Weird, Wonderful, and 
Obscure”.  In June, Carrie 
Mesrobian, acclaimed au-
thor of  “Sex & Violence” 
and “Cut Both Ways”, sets 
fire to the unfair stereo-
types and contradictions 
that persist even in the 
twenty-first century.

All of  the BookEnds 
events from January to 
June 2021 are expected to 
take place via Zoom.  In the 
event that the pandemic 
curtain lifts, everyone will 
be very happy to go ‘live’ 
with the show.

These activities are 
made possible by the vot-
ers of  Minnesota through 
a grant from the Five Wings 
Arts Council thanks to a 

legislative appropriation 
from the Arts and Cultural 
Heritage Fund.

Bookends continues with Five Wings grant

T h e  S t a p l e s - M o t l e y 
School Board will hold a 
Board Work Session Mon-
day, Feb. 8, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 
at the District Office, 905 
4th St. NE, Staples. 

On the agenda is the Fa-
cilities/ Referendum roles 
and responsibilities and 
stakeholder communica-
tion.

Upcoming dates and 
meetings include:

Mon. Feb. 22: Regular 
board meeting, 6 p.m. Dis-
trict Office

Mon., Mar. 8: Board 
Work session.

Community Meetings:
Tues., Feb. 23: Scandia 

Valley Town Hall, noon-1:30 
p.m.

Tues., Feb. 28: Early Ed-
ucatyion Building/ Motley, 
6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

Weds., Feb. 24: Leader 
Community Hall, noon-1:30 
p.m.

Weds., Feb. 24: MS/HS, 
6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

Staples-Motley 
school board 
work session

Staples Serenity AA 
group is holding their meet-
ings at the Staples Assem-
bly of  God Church on Tues-
day and Thursday evenings 
beginning at 7 p.m.

Par ticipants  are  re -
quired to wear a mask and 
practice social distancing. 

The Assembly of  God 
Church is located at 914 3rd 
Ave. S. in Staples. For more 
information about these 
meetings, call 320-874-0979.

AA 
meetings

Cari Kottke stands near some of the 
exercise equipment available at Iron Para-
dise, the new fitness center in Staples she 
opened in June of 2020. Kottke is also a 

Certified Professional Trainer. See story 
on pg. 1a. (Staples World photo by Dawn 
Timbs)

Owner at Iron Paradise fitness center

New weight room
In addition to the variety of exercise equipment 

available at Iron Paradise fitness center in Staples, there 
is a separate weight room available to members. (Staples 
World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Student Achievements

Emily Cushing, Staples, has 
been named to the Dean’s 
List for the 2020 Fall Semes-
ter at Augustana Univer-
sity in Sioux Falls, S.D. To 
be eligible, students must 
have a minimum of  12 cred-
it hours with a grade point 
average of  3.5 or above. 

minnEsota statE Communi-
ty and tEChniCal CollEgE, has 
announced its Fall 2020 Ac-
ademic Honors. Students 
named to the Dean’s List 
earned a grade point aver-
age of  3.50 - 3.99 while com-
pleting a minimum of  six 
college-level credits. Local 
students named include:

o Erica Johnson, Motley 
o Tanner Kruchten, Pil-

lager
o Jill Quick, Pillager
o Sara Ryappy, Pillager
o Braeden Wangsness, 

Pillager
o Alisha Amerud, Staples
o Paige Lenk, Staples
niCholas Johnson, Vern-

dale, has been selected 
to the 2020 Fall Semester 
Dean’s List at the Univer-
sity of  Jamestown, N.D. 
To qualify, students must 
maintain a semester grade 
point average of  3.50 or bet-
ter.

north dakota statE univEr-
sity - Fargo, has announced 
its Fall 2020 Dean’s List. 
To qualify, students must 
maintain a 3.50 or higher 
grade point average and be 
enrolled in at least 12 class 
credits. Local students 
named include:

o Josie Erickson, Motley
o Alix Peterson, Motley
o Lauren Hughes, Pillag-

er
o Jaden Streed, Pillager
o Chelsea Nanik, Staples
Pat r i C i a ga lv i n tv E d t, 

Motley, graduated from the 
University of  Minnesota 
Crookton in Fall 2020, with 
a Bachelor of  Science de-
gree in Applied Studies.
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Staples Area Church Directory
Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Associate Pastor Zach Jones
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)

 .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)

 .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Teen Youth/Adults Bible Study .......7-8 p.m.

First Congregational Church, 
UCC
fi rstcongouccstaples@gmail.com
204 5th St. NE, Staples ............. 218-894-2571
 Worship .........................................9:30 a.m.
 Fellowship, refreshments following service

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor: Carl Larson
Associate Pastor: Carleton Smee
 Sunday Worship Service................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m.

Sacred Heart Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296 
Pastor Fr. Gabriel Walz
Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Coordinator: 
Monica J. Simmons ...... 218-414-0081 cell/text
MASS:
 Thursday and Friday .....................8:30 a.m. .
 Saturday  ......................................5:00 p.m.
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Rev. Robin Collins
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School & Bible Class .......10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
Pastor Greg Leslie
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)
 Sunday School (for grades K-12 and adults)
  ........................................... 9:15-10:15 a.m.
 
Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Eric Clapp ..........................701-261-2394 (cell)
 Sunday Worship ............................8:15 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.
 
Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
Associate Pastor: Carleton Smee
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ..........................9:30 a.m.
 Pancake Breakfast ......................11:45 a.m.
 2nd Sunday, each month

Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Offi ce Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
Community Life Pastor: Jim Brown
Associate Pastor/Youth Joe Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
Facebook Live .................................10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Praise & Prayer ............................6:30 p.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Charles Mallory, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ..............9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-7:30 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.

St. Michael
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
Pastor Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Tuesday .........................................6:30 p.m,
 Wednesday....................................8:30 a.m. .
 Saturday .......................................7:00 p.m.
 Sunday ........................................10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service................9:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson  
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Pastor Wayne Hoffert
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship .............. 10:45 a.m./6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
United Methodist Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Services ..........................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Heath Belknap, Pastor of Student Ministries
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.
Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
Childrens’ Pastor Kenneth Kjeldergaard
 SUNDAY
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
   Night Life Groups ......................6:30-8 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St. PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.
Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
Central United Methodist
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor Chuck Horsager, 218-639-4225
 Sunday Worship ......................... 9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School .......................... 10:30 a.m.

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 .. Open by arrangement

The Staples area Church Directory is sponsored by these businesses:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Mid-Central Federal 
Savings Bank

Fully Insured to $250,000
Staples, MN 218-894-3900

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Longbella Drug Store
"The Prescription Store"

2nd Ave., Staples • 218-894-2242
Motley and Pillager

Staples True Value
“Just Ask Rental”
Open 7 days a week.

Staples, MN 218-894-3263

“Cracked Water Pot”
Submitted by Pastor Roy Miles, Staples Assembly of God Church

Romans 9:19-21
You will say to me then, “Why does He still fi nd fault? 

For who has resisted His will?”  20But indeed, O man, who 
are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed say 
to him who formed it, “Why have you made me like this?”  
21Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the 
same lump to make one vessel for honor and another for 
dishonor?

An elderly peasant in China had two large pots, each 
hung at opposite ends of a pole which he carried across 
his neck. One of the pots had a crack in it while the other 
was perfect. At the end of the long walk from the stream 
to the house, the cracked pot arrived half full, while the 
intact pot delivered its full volume of water. For two years 
this went on daily; the bearer deliv ering only one and a 
half pots of water to his house. Of course, the perfect 
pot was proud of achieving its full potential, but the poor 
cracked pot was ashamed of its imperfection, and miser-
able that it was able to accomplish only half of what it 
had been made to do. After two years of abject failure, 

it spoke to the water bearer one day by  the stream.” I 
am ashamed of myself, because this crack in my side 
causes me to leak all the way back to your house.” The 
bearer said to the pot, “Did you notice that there are fl ow-
ers on your side of the path, but not on the other pot’s 
side? That’s because I have always known about your 
fl aw, so I planted fl ower seeds beside your side of the 
path, and every day while we walk back, you water them. 
For two years I have been able to pick those beautiful 
fl owers to decorate the table. Without you, just the way 
you are, there would not be this beauty to grace the 
house.” Each of us has his own peculiar fl aws. But it’s our 
cracks and fl aws that make our lives together so interest-
ing and rewarding. We’ve just got to take each person 
for what they are and look for the good in each of them.

 
Isaiah 64:8
But now, O Lord, You are our Father; We are the clay, 

and You our potter; And all we are the work of Your hand.

w
6c To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, call 218-894-1112 for Jan or email: 

jwinter@staplesworld.com. As usual continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

Check with your church to be 
up-to-date on 

service options. Many o� er 
remote services. 

Jonah Kletsch, 24, of  
Barnesville, completed his 
quick but powerful life in 
a snowmobile accident in 
Jackson, Wyoming on Jan-
uary 27, 2021.  

Mass of  Christian Burial 
will be 11:00 a.m., Weds., 
Feb. 3 at Assumption Cath-
olic Church in Barnesville  
with Father Todd Arends 
presiding. Burial will follow 
at 4:00 p.m. at the Evergreen 
Hill  Cemetery,  Staples. 
While maintaining social 
distancing guidelines, we 
are now able to accommo-
date gatherings while abid-
ing to a 50 percent capacity 
at the facility. The use of  
face masks by attendees is 
required and we will con-
tinue taking the necessary 
steps to keep your families 
safe. 

Due to COVID-19 lim-
itations and restrictions, 
Jonah’s service will be 
livestreamed and recorded 
for those who aren’t pres-
ent. To watch the livestream 
go to the bottom of  Jonah’s 
obituary page and it will 
begin at 11 a.m, otherwise, 
if  you wish to watch it later, 
the recording will become 
available after 2 p.m. in the 
recorded format also on the 
bottom of  his obituary page. 
Sign the online guestbook 
so the family knows you 
were able to join them for 
his service. 

Jonah Aaron Kletsch 
was born April 29, 1996, in 
Fargo, ND to Joel and Jodi 
(Tyrrell) Kletsch. He is 
referred as “number 2” of  
the four brothers. He was 
baptized and confirmed 
at Assumption Catholic 
Church in Barnesville. He 
had an incredible faith and 

shared that with the people 
around him. He has been an 
altar server, a Eucharistic 
minister and was currently 
the Deputy Grand Knight 
of  the Knights of  Columbus 
within his church.  

He attended school in 
Barnesville and graduated 
from Bar nesville High 
School in 2014. During his 
high school years his “foot-
ball family” meant amaz-
ing things to him. He liked 
to lead his teammates by 
example in all that he did 
including weightlifting.  

He attended the Alexan-
dria Technical and Commu-
nity College for two years 
earning a degree in machine 
tooling in 2016. Jonah was 
creative and talented with 
his hands. Over the years 
he worked at ComDel Inno-
vations in Wahpeton. For a 
year and a half, he worked 
for Great Plains Towers 
and worked on cell phone 
towers. He was adventurous 
and worked two summers 
on salmon fishing boats in 
Alaska. 

Jonah influenced peo-
ple’s lives through action 
and smiles that no one will 
ever forget. His hands were 

guided by God to create 
many gifts. With Jonah’s 
sense of  craftsmanship 
and some guidance from 
his older brother he started 
his dream job of  owning 
his own business. For three 
years he let his creativity 
and stubbor n persever-
ance successfully run wild. 
His presence in our parish 
family and within our com-
munity will not go unre-
membered. He was a man 
of  God. The 24 years we had 
Jonah in our lives we are 
greatly blessed to have. 

As a true disciple of  
Jesus... he is home now.

Jonah is survived by 
his parents, Joel and Jodi 
Kletsch of  Bar nesville; 
three  brothers,  Jacob 
Kletsch of  Rothsay and 
James Kletsch and Jona-
thon Kletsch of  Staples; 
grandparents, Stanley and 
Janice Tyrrell of  Staples 
and Joanne Kletsch of  
Estherville, IA; Uncle/God 
Parent, Jim Tyrrell; Aunt/
God Parent, Robin Jones 
and many aunts, uncles, 
cousins  and extended 
family that  loved him 
unconditionally.  

He was preceded in death 
by his grandfather, Ronald 
Kletsch and Uncle Noah 
Kletsch.  

In lieu of  flowers, memo-
rials are suggested to the 
Barnesville High School 
Kletsch Fest Trade School 
Scholarship in Jonah’s 
honor.  

Online memories and 
condolences may be shared 
at www.DobmeierFuneral-
Home.com
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Jonah Kletsch

Obituaries

Paul William Beaulieu, 
71, of  Pillager, passed away 
January 20, 2021, at Essen-
tia Health - St. Joseph’s 
Medical Center in Brain-
erd. Paul died following 
a long, courageous battle 
with Interstitial Lung Dis-
ease, which he contracted 
from his exposure to Agent 
Orange during Vietnam. 

A Celebration of  Life will 
be held later. To be updated 
on the plans for Paul’s ser-
vices, visit gatheringus.
com and search “Paul Wil-
liam Beaulieu.”

Paul was born March 25, 
1949 to Herbert and Mildred 
(Sayers) Beaulieu on the 
Red Lake Indian Reserva-
tion. Paul grew up in Red 
Lake and later Minneapo-
lis. After high school, he 
enlisted in the U.S. Marine 
Corps and proudly served 
his country in Vietnam. 
Following his honorable 
discharge, Paul married 
Pam Jensen on August 12, 
1977. He worked as a heavy 
equipment operator before 
becoming a city carrier for 
the U.S. Postal Service in 
Staples.

Paul had an infectious 
personality; everyone who 
met him became his friend. 
He was most at home out-
doors, especially hunting, 
fishing, trapping and for-
aging for hazelnuts, choke 
cherries and all kinds of  
berries. He loved going to 
Powwows where he danced 
with his  children and 
grandchildren. Everywhere 
Paul went, he made new 

friends and reconnected 
with old ones. Paul collected 
hats and was a music buff, 
playing the drums, guitar 
and listening to all genres 
of  music. Paul was happiest 
when he was surrounded 
by his family and cherished 
every moment with his chil-
dren and grandchildren.

He will be missed and 
is survived by his loving 
wife of  43 years, Pam; four 
children, Darwin (Kristi 
Hinden) Stately, Red Lake, 
Lainie Beaulieu and Susan 
( T r o y  K a m p e n )  B e a u -
lieu, both of  Brainerd and 
Justin Paul (Anne) Beau-
lieu, of  Pillager; 14 grand-
children, Jennifer, Darwin, 
Jr., Tyler Stately, adopted 
grandson Avery White, 
Malik, Dezmond, TahVias, 
Kalia Beaulieu, Sier ra 
Edwards, Sophia, Lydia, 
Asher Kampen and Bran-
don, Aiyana Beaulieu; four 
great-grandchildren, Remi 
and Tristan Stately, Mason 
Stately and Lillith Web-
ster-Stately; special family 

friend, Lou Robben, of  New 
York Mills; adopted sister, 
Suzie Mattocks; three sib-
lings, including his brother, 
Steve, of  Red Lake, with 
whom Paul shared a close 
bond; many nieces and 
nephews and his partner-in-
crime, Shadow, his German 
Shephard. 

He is preceded in death 
by his parents; four broth-
ers; two sisters; numer-
ous aunts and uncles; his 
Marine Cor ps brother, 
George Mattocks; George’s 
m o m ,  P a u l ’ s  a d o p t e d 
mother, Oleta Geis and his 
dear dog, Dozer.

Arrangements by Nelson 
- Doran Funeral Home, www.
nelson-doran.com.
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Paul Beaulieu

M i ch a e l  R a l i ch ,  7 4 , 
Aldrich, passed away Janu-
ary 12, 2021, at the St. Cloud 
Hospital, due to complica-
tions of  Covid-19.

Burial will be held at a 
later date in the Minnesota 
State Veterans Cemetery, 
Little Falls.

Michael was bor n to 
Mike and Theresa (Young) 
Ralich on November 15, 
1946, in Chicago, IL. He 
served in the U.S. Air Force 
from 1964 until his honor-
able discharge in 1968. He 
was united in marriage 
with Vicky Lee Schey on 
May 24, 1975 in Staples.

Michael is survived by 
his devoted wife, Vicky; 
five children, Leslie (Dean) 
Sovich, Jim (Shannon) 
Schey,  Michael  Ralich, 
Nicola (Greg) Rowland 
and Richard (Kim) Ralich; 
1 7  g r a n d ch i l d re n ;  s i x 
great-grandchildren and 
o n e  b ro t h e r,  B e r n a rd 
(Linda) Ralich.

He was preceded in death 
by parents and one grand-
son. 

Arrangements are by the 
Schuller Family Funeral 
Homes & Cremation Ser-
vices, Wadena (www.Schul-
lerFamilyFH.com).
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Michael 
Ralich

Richard B. Seaton, 74, of  
Vacaville, CA passed away 
in his sleep January 7, 2021, 
after suffering from Parkin-
son’s Disease and Ischemic 
Heart Disease.

A Celebration of  Life will 
be held virtually on Sunday, 
Feb. 7 at 2 p.m. To attend 
use the link: https://meet.
google.com/itd-mwtp-yqc. 
The memorial service will 
be live streamed from the 
Sacramento Valley National 
Cemetery on Feb.  8 at 2 p.m. 
Visit the Facebook Group 
“In Loving Memory of  Rich-
ard (Rick) Seaton” to view 
the memorial service. 

Rick was born in Alexan-
dria to Ralph and Elizabeth 
(Zosel) Seaton and raised in 
Hibbing. After high school, 
Rick joined the U.S. Navy 
where he served three tours 
of  duty in Vietnam with 
the HS-8 unit on board the 
USS Bennington. In 1969, he 
was a member of  the crew 
that picked up the Apollo 
11 astronauts when they 
splashed down after their 
famous moonwalk. Rick 
and his family enjoyed the 
outdoors. They spent time 
hunting, fishing, boating, 
camping, horseback riding 
and ATV riding at various 
national and state parks and 

at the R Wild Horse Ranch.
Rick is survived by his 

loving wife, Susan, of  42 
years. They married at her 
home in Colorado in 1978; 
five children, Stacey, Terry 
(Kelly), Kenny (Christina), 
Sherry and Brett; two step-
children, Kathy and Lori 
(Matt); 17 grandchildren; 
one great-grandchild and 
one brother, Eugene (Cindy) 
of  Ohio.

Richard was preceded in 
death by his parents and one 
brother, Gerald (Lurene).

A memorial donation in 
Rick’s name may be made 
to the Motley United Meth-
odist Church, 847 3rd Ave. S, 
Motley, MN  56466.
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Richard Seaton

Births reported at Lakewood heaLth system hospitaL in sta-
pLes incLuded:

Born to Aryn and Brandon Hedlund of  Baxter, a baby 
boy, Weston Lee weighing eight pounds, 15 ounces on Jan-
uary 24, 2021.

Born to Pamela and Corey Lamm of  Eagle Bend, a baby 
boy, Thomas Sylvester weighing seven pounds, 13 ounces 
on January 25, 2021.

Born to Abigail Meister and Trace Cruikshank of  Pine 
River, a baby girl, Everleigh Jan weighing seven pounds, 
two ounces on January 25, 2021.

Born to Molly and Adam Gerads of  Swanville, a baby 
boy, Emmitt Eldon weighing seven pounds, 14 ounces on 
January 26, 2021.

Born to Riley and Tyler Hodgden of  Menahga, a baby 
boy, Jacob Matthew weighing seven pounds, five ounces on 
January 28, 2021.

Born to Kaitlin and Brady Killian of  Brainerd, a baby 
boy, Riggs Ryan weighing seven pounds, seven ounces on 
January 28, 2021.

Hello World

the universit y of min-
nesota duLuth (umd), has 
announced its Fall Semes-
ter  2020 Dean’s List. To 
qualify, students must have 
achieved a grade point aver-
age of  3.5 or higher. Local 
students named include:

o Samantha Bennett, Pil-
lager

o Jennifer North, Pil-
lager

o Reid Busker, Staples
o Samantha Schimpp, 

Staples
st. cLoud tec hnicaL & 

c o m m u n i t y  c o L L e g e  has 
announced its Fall 2020 
President’s List. To qualify, 
students must earn a grade 
point average of  4.0. Local 
students named include:

o Michelle Edin, Motley
o Scott Braith, Staples

Student Achievements

DEADLINES
for all classified ads is 

12 noon Friday
to be published in 

the Staples World. 

For publication in Saturday’s 

Staples Square Shooter 

the deadline is

5 p.m. Wed.
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Haley Cichos scored 15 
points in the second half  to 
lead the Staples-Motley girls 
basketball team back from 
a six point halftime deficit 
to beat Wadena-Deer Creek 
55-51 on Jan. 26.

That worked so well, 
she scored 16 points in the 
second half  on Jan. 29, as 
the Cardinals turned a four 
point halftime deficit into a 
71-51 win over Aitkin.

Against WDC, the Cardi-
nals fell behind late in the 
first half  and were down by 
six at the break.

In the second half, they 
made an immediate come-
back to take the lead.Cichos 
scored on two three point-
ers and a rebound basket for 
a two point lead.

The team made 12 of  14 
free throws in the second 
half.  Hitting their free 
throws were Ali Olander, 
Aften Robinson, Tabetha 
Allen, Lauren Rutten and 
Cichos.

“The girls stepped up 
their defense in the second 
half, continued their hustle 
style  of  play,  and out 
rebounded the Wolverines,” 
said Coach Bruce Furhman.

Late in the game, as WDC 
came down with a chance 
to narrow the score, Allen 
stepped in front of  a pass to 
steal the ball and seal the 
win.

Against Aitkin, the team 
struggled on defense. “We 
got into some early foul 
trouble and were not rotat-
ing positions on defense,” 
said Furhman. “We left 
Aitken with too many open 
looks in the first half  and 
allowed them to control the 
tempo of  the game.” 

“At halftime, we simply 
calmed downed to look at 
ways of  getting the ball 
inside, and emphasized 
better passing. We came out 
to score a quick six points 
and controlled the tempo of  
the game from there,” said 
Furhman.

Allen scored on several 
inside moves and finished 
with 10 points in the half. 
Robinson and Rutten were 

able to drive into the lane 
for scores.

“We continue to have 
a very balanced scoring 
attack from our five girls on 
the floor, which makes us 
difficult to defend. One finds 
a team having success when 
no one is concerned about 
who is getting the credit. It 
is a fun situation to watch 
develop,” said Furhman.

Team results
Staples-Motley 55, Wade-

na-Deer Creek 51
Scoring: Haley Cichos 18; 

Lauren Rutten 11; Tabetha 
Allen 10; Alli Olander 9; Aften 
Robinson 7

Staples-Motley 71, Aitkin 
51

Scoring: Cichos 17; Rutten 
15; Robinson 14; Allen 14; Alli-
son Knosalla 11

Cichos leads second 
half comeback, twice

Aiden Winter earns a takedown in a closely contested match against Frazee. (Sta-
ples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Earning takedown points

The Staples-Motley boys 
basketball team fell to 0-4 in 
the Mid State Conference 
with a 63-47 loss at Cros-
by-Ironton on Jan. 26 and a 
69-39 loss at Aitkin on Jan. 
29. 

Team results
Staples -Mot ley  47 , 

Crosby-Ironton 63
Scoring: Sivert Klefsaas 

10, Isaiah Schultz 10, Chan-
dler Braith 6, Damon Halv-
erson 6, Max Strickland 4, 
Adam Oberlander 3 Domi-
nic Gomez 3, Lyle Brownell 
2, Hunter Miller 2,  Josh 
Schimpp 2

Conference loss 
for hoops team

The Staples-Motley wres-
tling team stood strong in 
four competitive matches, 
winning two and losing two. 

On Jan. 26, the Cardinals 
beat Pierz 42-37 and lost to 
Eden Valley-Watkins 51-21. 
On Jan. 30, the Cardinals 
beat Border West 40-34 and 
lost to Frazee 47-30.

Team results
Staples-Motley 42 Pierz 

37
106 Turner Beachy W fall, 

113 Aidan Winter L fall, 120 
Colbe Tappe W fall, 126 Owen 
Winter L 14-3, 132 Jason Tran-
tina L fall, 138 Dalton Wells L 
fall, 145 Blake Neelan L fall, 
152 Connter Dobson W fall, 
160 Logen Weite W fall, 170 
Sam Jennissen L 4-2 (OT), 
182 Hunter Martin L fall, 195 
Steven Petrich W fall, 220 Alex 
Gixa W fall, 285 Cole Winkels 
W fall

Staples-Motley 40, Border 
West 34

106 Turner Beachy L 5-2, 113 
Aiden Winter L 6-5, 120 Colbe 
Tappe W 13-0, 126 Owen Winter 
L fall, 132 Jason Trantina L 
6-0, 138 Dalton Wells W fall, 145 
Blake Neelan W fall, 152 Conner 
Dobson W fall, 160 Logen Weite 
W ff, 170 Sam Jennissen L fall, 
182 Hunter Martin L fall, 195 
Steven Petrich W ff, 220 Alex 
Giza L fall, 285 Cole Winkels W 
fall

Staples-Motley 30, Frazee 
47

106 Chase Mikel W ff, 113 A. 
Winter L 6-5, 120 Tappe W fall, 
126 Trantina L 12-7, 132 Wells W 
fall, 138 Rafael Caudillo L fall, 
145 Neelan L fall, 152 Dobson L 

9-1, 160 Dustin Converse L fall, 
170 Weite W fall, 182 Jennissen 
L fall, 195 Petrich L fall, 220 
Giza L fall, 285 Winkels W fall

Haley Cichos launches a three point shot against 
Wadena-Deer Creek. (Staples World photo by Mark An-
derson)

Behind the line

Tabetha Allen scores over two Wadena-Deer Creek 
defenders. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Going up strong

Just this past week, a 
bird most familiar as Harry 
Potter’s mail-delivering 
owl—Hedwig—made big 
news. A snowy owl made an 
appearance not in a Harry 
Potter movie, but in New 
York City’s Central Park. It 
was an event not recorded 
in more than a century. Seri-
ous bird watchers and the 
merely curious flocked to 
the fields of  Central Park’s 
North Meadows, where the 
owl had been sighted. 

A song-
b i r d ,  n o 
m a t t e r 
how rare 
or unusual, 
would be 
e a s y  t o 
miss. But 
a  s n o w y 
o w l —
s t a n d i n g 
t w o  f e e t 
tall, with a 
wingspan 
of  four feet 
o r  m o r e , 
plumed in 
d r a m a t i c 
white with barred black 
markings as dramatic as 
a tuxedo—could not be 
missed. No surprise, then, 
the attention aroused by 
this visitor to the metropolis 
that is the financial center 
of  the world. 

A day after it was seen, 
the owl disappeared, per-
haps because all the human 
attention i t  at tracted 
disrupted the more seri-
ous business of  survival. 
Humans go south from 
Minnesota and elsewhere 
in the snow-belt to escape 
frostbite and snow shovel-
ing. Wild creatures like this 
snowy owl move southward 
in winter primarily for food, 
though the distances they 
travel—in this case, perhaps 
1,500 miles or more—may 

seem like overkill. To an owl 
whose travels brought it to 
the doorstep of  America’s 
largest metropolis, 843-acre 
Central Park must have 
seemed like it offered the 
best prospects for capturing 
a meal.

It’s too simple to think 
of  a wild creature as either 
migratory or resident. For 
some species, that may 
largely be true. The vast 
majority of  ducks and geese 
that nest from Minnesota 
north to the Arctic, must 
leave their breeding ter-
ritory in fall to find open 
water at warmer latitudes 
south of  Minnesota. Some 
migrate as far as Mexico 
or Central America. Song-
birds that are heavily depen-
dent on insects, like many 
of  the warblers, could not 
survive when most Minne-
sota insects are dormant for 
the winter months. Some 
migrate as far as northern 
South America. Species 
like these are the most fully 
migratory among birds.

Then there are creatures 
well-equipped to survive 
year-round in a climate 
with harsh winters—even 
harsher than Minnesota’s—
but migrate when necessary 
in response to unpredictable 
conditions in their environ-
ment. When this happens on 
a large scale, and many of  
their kind migrate to better 
their chances of  survival, 
it’s called an irruption. How 
far they migrate and where 
they end up can vary widely, 
as so amply demonstrated 
by Central Park’s snowy owl. 

Like most irruptions, 
the impetus for snowy owls 
to depart their nor mal 
Canadian or Arctic habi-
tat during some winters is 
a shortage of  food. It’s not 
typical for them to travel as 
far as New York City. More 

often they will drift down 
into Minnesota, or perhaps 
a limited distance below our 
state. 

While they’re seasonal 
guests here, snowy owls prey 
on mice, rabbits, small birds, 
and such upland game as 
ruffed grouse. What brings 
them south from their pri-
mary habitat in Canada 
and the Arctic is a shortage 
of  their primary prey, the 
lemming. The lemming is 
a round-bodied member of  
the rodent family, about 5-7 
inches in length, larger than 
a mouse, but smaller than a 
common rat. 

Lemmings are active and 
available to predators in 
winter. But their population 
fluctuates wildly from year 
to year, to such a degree that 
it can create feast-or-famine 
conditions for predators like 
the snowy owl, the Arctic 
fox, and the Arctic wolf  that 
depend on them. With the 
obvious advantage of  flight, 
the snowy owl is in by far 
the best position to escape 
such a food shortage.

Beyond high-profile crea-
tures like the snowy owl, 
there are less-visible species 
that exhibit the same adap-
tive behavior. Not surpris-
ing, the other species most 
able to respond in this way 
are also birds. The power 
of  flight definitely has its 
advantages. 

In years of  songbird 
irruptions—and this is 
shaping up to be one—
we’re likely to see some of  
the more exotic species. In 
addition to the chickadees, 
nuthatches, cardinals, and 
blue jays we normally see 
at our feeders, we could 
also be seeing species more 
common in Canada and far 
northern Minnesota; birds 
like red and white-winged 
crossbills, pine siskins, red-

polls, and purple finches. 
The force that drives 

these songbirds to wing their 
way southward during some 
winters is the same force 
that motivates snowy owls. 
Whereas for snowy owls it’s 
a shortage of  lemmings, for 
these songbirds it’s a short-
age of  tree and shrub seeds 
and fruits. For example, 
some conifer trees produce 
seed-bearing cones in cycles; 
more in some years, fewer in 
others. In years of  the few, 
there is likely to be more 
competition for limited food 
resources, and a greater 
likelihood that birds depen-
dent on this food source will 
make a migratory journey 
in our direction to find it.

To complicate things, 
abundance of  once kind 
can lead to shortage of  
another. In years when song-
bird nestling survival is 
unusually high, there will 
be larger fall and winter 
populations competing for 
food. This year in Eastern 
boreal forests, outbreaks 
of  spruce budworm—the 
caterpillar-like larvae that 
devour spruce and balsam 
fir needles—led to booms in 
purple finch and pine siskin 
populations. Now that this 
abundance is gone, there 
is added competition for 
winter food supplies. This in 
turn is expected to lead to 
irruptions of  less common 
songbirds southward into 
Minnesota and other north-
ern tier states this winter.

With the arrival of  spring, 
these temporary visitors 
will be bound back north-
ward to more familiar ter-
ritory to begin the cycle all 
over again; perhaps at about 
the same time our human 
snowbirds will be arriving 
back in Minnesota. 

Some snowbirds seek food, not 
warmth and sun

- o - 
Inside the 
Outdoors

Mike Rahn
- o - 

Turner Beachy, left, locks up with a Border West 
wrestler. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Fast on their feet

Wrestlers split matches
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MISCELLANEOUS

SEED/FEED/GRAINS

EMPLOYMENT MISCELLANEOUS
SPEECH PATHOLOGIST 

KMS Public Schools has an opening begin-
ning fall 2021. Quali cations: MN licen-
sure. Apply online: www.kms.k12.mn.us
and attach letter of interest, re-
sume, transcripts, copy of license 
and three letters of recommendation.

LT SUBSTITUTE 
KMS Public Schools has teaching 
positions available: High School 
English beginning February 2021; High 
School Social Studies beginning March 
2021. Apply online: www.kms.k12.mn.us
or send letter of interest, resume, ref-
erences to KMS Public Schools, 
Box 168, Kerkhoven, MN 56252

PROTECT YOUR YIELD 
from soybean white mold and SDS. Ask 
your seed dealer for Heads Up® Seed 
Treatment. Cost-eff ective. Proven results. 
HeadsUpST.com/plant21 or 866/368-9306

TIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EXPERTS 

Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & 
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package & learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 833/619-1117 

4G LTE HOME INTERNET 
Now available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds, plus take your 
service with you when you travel! 
As low as $109.99/mo! 844/960-4698

DIRECTV 
Every live football game, every Sunday 
- anywhere - on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS 877/350-0094

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new off ers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One off er. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464 

NOTICE
BECKER TOWNSHIP 

BOARD OF AUDIT

The annual Board of  
Audit for Becker Township 
will be held Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 9, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
following the regular meet-
ing. Social distancing and 
masks are required. Any 
questions please contact 
the clerk at 218-352-6498.

Mary Fitcher, Clerk
Becker Township
                                        5-6pnc

NOTICE
EVERGREEN HILL 

CEMETERY

The Evergreen Hill Cem-
etery, Staples, annual meet-
ing scheduled for February 
2021 will be rescheduled 
due to Covid-19 restrictions

For questions, call Rich-
ard Japke, President, 1-218-
820-4575.

Bob Reeck
Secretary/Treasurer
                                        5-6pnc

NOTICE
LEADER COMMNITY 

HALL BOARD

The Leader Community 
Hall Board will meet on 
Thurs., February 11, 2021 at 
7:00 p.m. at the hall.

Mark Strom
Secretary
                                        5-6pnc

NOTICE
FAWN LAKE 
TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF AUDIT

The Board of  Audit for 
Fawn Lake Township will 
be held followng the regular 
February meeting on Feb. 8, 
2021.

Any questions call the 
clerk at 218-531-0287.

Kelly Miller, Clerk
Fawn lake Township
                                          6pnc

Filed in District Court
State of Minnesota

January 26, 2021

STATE OF MINNESOTA
DISTRICT COURT

SEVENTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT

COUNTY OF TODD
PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No.
77-PR-21-69

In Re: Estate of
Jerald Eugene Cory

Deceased.

ORDER AND NOTICE 
OF HEARING 
ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION 
OF INTESTACY, 

DETERMINATION 
OF HEIRSHIP AND 

APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE 
IN UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
AND NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice 
is given that on the 8th day 
of  March 2021, at 10:45 a.m. 
a hearing will be held in the 
above-named Court at 221 
First Avenue South, Long 
Prairie, Minnesota, on pe-
tition of  Michelle L. Lund-
quist and Nyrea D. Thielges 
for the adjudication of  in-
testacy and determination 
of  heirship of  the above-
named decedent, and for the 
appointment of  Michelle L. 
Lundquist who resides at 
27607 120th Street, Staples, 
MN  56479; and Nyrea D. 
Thielges who resides at 8527 
Packard Avenue Northeast, 
Otsego, Minnesota  55330,  as 
personal representative(s) 
of  the estate of  the above-
named decedent in unsuper-
vised administration, and 
that any objections thereto 
must be filed with the Court. 
That, if  proper, and no ob-
jections are filed, a personal 
representative will be ap-
pointed to administer the 
estate, to collect all assets, 
pay all legal debts, cliams, 
taxes and expenses, and sell 
real and personal property, 

and do all necessary acts for 
the estate. 

Notice is further giv-
en that ALL CREDITORS 
having claims against said 
estate are required to pres-
ent the same to said person-
al representative or to the 
Court Administrator with-
in four (4) months after the 
date of  this notice or all 
claims will be barred.

Dated: January 26, 2021

Daniel A. Benson
Judge of  District Court

Rhonda Bot
Court Administrator

Patty Johnson, Deputy 
Court Administrator

Joseph S. Mayers
Attorney No. 0295747
KELM & REUTER, P.A.
1287 2nd Street North, 
Suite 101
Sauk Rapids, MN  56379
320-251-1423 
                                         6-7pnc

NOTICE OF 
CANCELLATION OF 

CONTRACT FOR DEED

To: Purchasers 
Nolan A. Sellers, Jr. 

and 
Sheena M. Meyer

YOU ARE NOTIFIED:
1. Default has occurred 

in the Contract for Deed 
(“Contract”) dated Feb-
ruary 4, 2016, and filed for 
record February 9, 2016, as 
Document Number 497856 
in the Office of  the County 
Recorder of  Todd County, 
Minnesota, in which Neil 
A. Sirucek and LaNette K. 
Sirucek, husband and wife, 
as seller, sold to Nolan A. 
Sellers, Jr. and Sheena M. 
Meyer, as purchasers, the 
real property in Todd Coun-
ty, Minnesota, described as 
follows:

Lots 3, 4, 5 and , Block 5, 
Donovan’s Addition to the 
City of  Staples, Minnesota, 
also known as Donovan’s 
Addition to Staples, Minne-
sota.

located at 207 Roosevelt 
Street Southwest, Staples, 
MN  56479 and identified as 
Todd County Tax Parcels 
No.: 38.0079600, 38.0079700 
and 38.0079800.

2. The default is as fol-
lows:

a. Failure to pay install-
ments of  principal and in-
terest of  $575.00, including 
interest at the rate of  five 
and one half  percent (5.5%) 
per annum, due and payable 
on the tenth (10th) day of  
each and every month. As 
of  the date of  this notice, 
twelve (12) installment pay-
ments are due and unpaid, 
for a total sum of  $6,900.00 
in default as of  the date of  
this notice.

b. Failure to pay real es-

tate taxes and installments 
of  special assessments due 
and payable on the above 
land in 2020. As of  the date 
of  this notice, the delin-
quent taxes total $338.00 
plus penalty and interest.

c. Failure to pay the pre-
miums for liability, hazard 
and property damage in-
surance upon the premises, 
amounting to $300.00.

3. For contracts executed 
after August 1, 1976, and pri-
or to August 1, 1985, the pur-
chase price was $N/A and 
the amount of  the purchase 
price paid by purchaser is 
$N/A which is N/A% of  the 
purchase price, as calculat-
ed in the manner required 
by Minnesota Statutes § 
559.21, subd. 1e.

4. The conditions con-
tained in Minnesota Stat-
utes § 559.209 have been 
complied with or are not 
applicable.

5. THIS NOTICE IS 
TO INFORM YOU THAT 
BY THIS NOTICE THE 
SELLER HAS BEGUN 
PROCEEDINGS UNDER 
M I N N E S O TA  S TAT -
UTES, SECTION 559.21, 
TO TERMINATE YOUR 
CONTRACT FOR THE 
PURCHASE OF YOUR 
PROPERTY FOR THE 
REASONS SPECIFIED IN 
THIS NOTICE. THE CON-
TRACT WILL TERMI-
NATE NINETY (90) DAYS 
AFTER THE FIRST DATE 
OF PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE UNLESS 
BEFORE THEN:

(A) THE PERSON AU-
THORIZED IN  THIS 
NOTICE TO RECEIVE 
PAYMENTS RECEIVES 
FROM YOU:

(1) THE AMOUNT THIS 
NOTICE SAYS YOU OWE; 
PLUS

(2) THE COSTS OF SER-
VICE (TO BE SENT TO 
YOU); PLUS

(3) $500.00 TO APPLY 
TO ATTORNEYS’ FEES 
ACTUALLY EXPENDED 
OR INCURRED; PLUS

(4) FOR CONTRACTS 
EXECUTED ON OR AF-
TER MAY 1, 1980, ANY 
A D D I T I O N A L  PAY-
MENTS BECOMING DUE 
UNDER THE CONTRACT 
TO THE SELLER AF-
TER THIS NOTICE WAS 
SERVED ON YOU; PLUS

(5) FOR CONTRACTS 
EXECUTED ON OR AF-
TER AUGUST 1, 1985, 
$ 1 0 3 . 5 0  ( W H I C H  I S 
TWO PERCENT OF THE 
AMOUNT IN DEFAULT 
AT THE TIME OR SER-
VICE O THER THAN 
THE FINAL BALLOON 
PAYMENT, ANY TAXES, 
ASSESSMENTS, MORT-
GAGES OR PRIOR CON-
TRACTS THAT ARE AS-
SUMED BY YOU); OR

( B )  YO U  S E C U R E 
FROM A COUNTY OR 
DISTRICT COURT AN 
ORDER THAT THE TER-
MINATION OF THE CON-
TRACT BE SUSPENDED 
UNTIL YOUR CLAIMS 
OR DEFENSES ARE FI-
NALLY DISPOSED OF 
BY TRIAL, HEARING 
OR SETTLEMENT. YOUR 
ACTION MUST SPECIF-
ICALLY STATE THOSE 
FACTS AND GROUNDS 
THAT DEMONSTRATE 
YOUR CLAIMS OR DE-
FENCES.

IF YOU DO NOT DO 
ONE OR THE OTHER 
OF THE ABOVE THINGS 
WITHIN THE TIME PE-
RIOD SPECIFIED IN 
THIS NOTICE, YOUR 
CONTRACT WILL TER-
MINATE AT THE END OF 
THE PRIOR AND YOU 

WILL LOSE ALL THE 
MONEY YOU HAVE PAID 
ON THE CONTRACT; 
YOU WILL LOSE YOUR 
RIGHT TO POSSESSION 
OF THE PROPERTY; 
YOU MAY LOSE YOUR 
RIGHT TO ASSERT ANY 
CLAIMS OR DEFENS-
ES THAT YOU MIGHT 
HAVE; AND YOU WILL 
BE EVICTED. IF YOU 
HAVE ANY QUESTIONS 
ABOUT THIS NOTICE, 
CONTACT AN ATTOR-
NEY IMMEDIATELY.

6. The name, address 
and telephone number of  
the seller or of  an attorney 
authorized by the seller to 
accept payments pursuant 
to this notice is:

Charles J. Ramstad
( ) Seller
(X) Attorney for Seller
Address:

RAMSTAD, SKOYLES & 
WINTERS, P.A.
114 Holmes Street West
Detroit Lakes, MN  56501
Telephone: (218) 847-5653

This person is autho-
rized to receive the pay-
ments from you under this 
notice.

NOT APPLICABLE
Signature [Optional-- 

See Minn. Stat. § 559.21, 
subd.4(e)]

T H I S  I N S T RU M E N T 
WAS DRAFTED BY (NAME 
AND ADDRESS):
RAMSTAD, SKOYLES & 
WINTERS, P.A.
Charles J. Ramstad
114 Holmes Street West
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
Telephone: (218) 847-5653
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WADENA COUNTY
BOARD OF 

ADJUSTMENT
PUBLIC NOTICE
APPEAL FOR A 

VARIANCE

Notice is hereby given 
that on Thursday, the 18th 
day of  February, 2021, at 
7:00 p.m., the Board of  Ad-
justment will hold a public 
hearing on the application 
of  Kenneth W. and Pa-
tricia M. Berg (Trust-
ees-Berg Living Trust), 
10787 255th Ave., Staples, 
MN  56479, for a variance 
on the following described 
property: NW1/4**Less 2.54 
Acres part of  NE1/4 NW1/4 
described as: Com @ NE 
Cor; Then S on the E line 
325’; Thn W 340’; Thn N 325’ 
to the N Line; Thn E 340’ to 
point of  beginning, Section 
34, Township 134 North, 
Range 33 West, Thomas-
town Township, located in 
an A-3 General Agriculture 
District.

Application, if  approved, 
would allow a 2nd split of  a 
¼ ¼ parcel of  land.

In response to COVID-19, 
and pursuant to Minneso-
ta Statute Chapter 12 relat-
ing to Emergency Manage-
ment, Governor Walz has 
declared a state of  emer-
gency.  In response to the 
state of  emergency, and in 
accordance with Minneso-
ta Statute 13D.021, a public 
body is permitted to hold 
meetings via telephone or 
other electronic means. Re-
quirements for holding a 
meeting via telephone or 
other electronic means in-
cludes: 1) All participating 
members can hear one an-
other; 2) Members of  the 
public at the physical meet-
ing location can hear all dis-
cussion “unless attendance 
at the regular meeting lo-

cation is not feasible due 
to the health pandemic”; 3) 
At least one member of  the 
body, chief  legal counsel, or 
chief  administrative officer 
is physically present at the 
regular meeting location, 
unless unfeasible due to the 
health pandemic or emer-
gency declaration; and 4) all 
votes are conducted by Roll 
Call, so each member’s vote 
on each issue can be identi-
fied and recorded. 

The hearing will  be 
held at the Wadena County 
Courthouse at 415 Jeffer-
son Street So, Wadena, MN  
56482.   To conform with 
MDH and CDC guidelines 
to minimize gatherings, in 
person public comments 
will not be heard. The pub-
lic may view the application 
content on the county web-
site at: www.co.wadena.
mn.us. Members of  the pub-
lic who wish to access the 
hearing remotely by phone 
and provide comment at the 
appropriate time, may con-
tact the Planning & Zoning 
Office at 218-631-7604 for re-
mote access details before 
close of  business the day of  
the hearing. The public is 
encouraged to comment by 
email or by sending written 
correspondence to: Wadena 
County Zoning Office, Room 
234, 415 Jefferson St. S., 
Wadena, MN  56482, before 
close of  business the day be-
fore the hearing.  In order 
to be accepted for presenta-
tion to the Planning Com-
mission, correspondence 
must include the full name 
and address of  the person 
sending the correspon-
dence. 

Dated January 28, 2021 
   
Wadena County
Board of  Adjustment
                                           6pnc

DEADLINES
Newspaper deadline for copy 

and advertising: 12 noon Fridays

Staples-Motley School 
District announced that 
the website SMTimeTo-
Rise.com has been updated 
and re-launched to share 
details about the upcoming 
$64.4 million bond referen-
dum to be held on April 13. 

Since November, the 
website has served as a 
resource for residents to 
learn about the long-term 
facilities planning pro-
cess, which addresses the 
challenges created by the 
district’s aging facilities. 
Now, residents can find de-
tails about how the district 
plans to address these chal-
lenges, the cost of  the facil-
ities plan and information 
on voting. District officials 
hope the updated website 
will help residents make 
an informed vote.

“The proposed referen-
dum is an enormous op-
portunity for our schools,” 
said district superinten-
dent Shane Tappe. “But the 
decision to invest is ulti-
mately up to our residents. 
The district has prioritized 
public information and 
answering our community 
member’s questions. We 
hope our communities will 
find this website helpful 
and a source of  factual in-
formation about the refer-
endum.”

If  the proposed plan is 
approved by voters, the 
referendum would al -
low the school district to 
build additions to the ex-
isting elementary school 
and middle/high school 
to expand classroom and 
technical education spac-

es. The elementary school 
would transition into a 
school for early education 
through grade 6, and the 
middle/high school would 
transition into a school for 
grades 7-12. Renovations 
throughout both schools 
would update aging infra-
structure, secure entranc-
es and ensure buildings 
meet federal accessibility 
standards (ADA). 

The facilities plan was 
developed after dozens 
of  one-on-one and small 
group meetings with both 
supporters and opponents 
of  the rejected May, 2019 
plan to determine a new 
course of  action. Commu-
nity feedback revealed a 
preference for renovating 
and expanding the dis-
trict’s current facilities in-
stead of  building new. The 
school board embraced 
that community feedback 
with the April, 2021 plan.

“Renovating represents 
the greatest value for the 
district and taxpayers,” 
said Tappe. “Our hope is 
that the updated website 
helps community mem-
bers collect all the infor-
mation they need to make 
an informed vote.”

The district encourages 
all community members to 
visit SMTimeToRise.com 
- a correlating booklet will 
be mailed to all residents 
before early voting begins. 
Residents with questions 
or suggestions are encour-
aged to contact Superin-
tendent Shane Tappe at 
shane.tappe@isd2170.k12.
mn.us or 218-894-5400.

School 
referendum 
updates “Time To 
Rise” web site

Public notices are a community’s window into the government. 
You look for those notices in your newspaper. From zoning regulations 

to local budgets, governments have used local newspapers to inform 
citizens of its actions as an essential part of your right to know. 

Keep public notices in newspapers!
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Classifications
NOTICES
100	 Events/		 		
									Announcements
101	 Card	of	Thanks
102	 In	Memory
103	 Lost	&	Found
104	 Give	Away
106	 Personals
107	 Notices

SERVICES &
 EMPLOYMENT
201	 	Business	

Opportunities
202	 	Childcare	

Providers
203	 	Childcare	

Wanted
205	 Help	Wanted
206	 	Positions	

Wanted
207	 	Equipment					

for	Rent
208	 Storage
209	 	Business	

Services
210	 	Animal	Care/

Supplies
211	 Work	Wanted

FOR SALE
300	 	Antiques/

Collectibles
301	 	Good	Things			

to	Eat
302	 Lawn/Garden
303	 	Hay/Straw/

Feed/Seed
304	 Livestock
305	 Pets
306	 	Sporting	Goods
307	 Household
308	 Musical
309	 Miscellaneous
310	 Health/Beauty
311	 Firewood
312	 	Christmas	Trees
313	 Computers/	
	 Office	Equip.
314	 Farm	Services
315	 Camper	Trailer

VEHICLES
401	 Automobiles
402	 Trucks/Vans
403	 Recreational
404	 	Farm	

Equipment
405	 	Heavy	

Equipment
406	 Parts/	Repair

WANTED TO BUY
501	 Miscellaneous
502	 Livestock

REAL ESTATE
601	 Wanted	to	Rent
602	 	Apartments				

for	Rent
603	 	Houses											

for	Rent
604	 	Commercial			

for	Rent
605	 	Mobile	Homes	

for	Rent
606	 Land	for	Rent
607	 	Houses										

for	Sale
608	 Farms	for	Sale
609	 	Mobile	Homes	

for	Sale
610	 Land	for	Sale
611	 	Business	

Property										
for	Sale

612	 	Real	Estate	
Wanted

GARAGE SALES
701	 Garage	Sales
702	 Flea	Market/
	 Crafts

Place your Classified Ad 
for only $800/wk.

Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat in the weekend

taples orldS W
S
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a
y

Both publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DeaDline:  5 p.m. Monday

 $985
/wk.

Your ad will appear Wednesday in the

and Saturday in the  

Deadline: Friday at Noon

Mailing address for checks:
Staples World
P.O. Box 100
Staples, MN  56479

CONSTRUCTION
P RO F E S S I O NA L

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Staples World 5bThursday, October 22, 2009Classifieds

• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 
DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTO

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/internet. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.

cl
25

tfc

PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
9-

12
c

cl
32

tfc

Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
39

tfc

Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts

Small Engine Repair

218-894-1080
Staples Ace Hardware
Sales-Service-Repair

Authorized.....
Stihl, MTD, Murray, Scag, 
Briggs & Stratton, Poulan
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

classif. weekly folder on public: 2021 SD changed wk#6   6X11.5”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 

Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

Mixed
Firewood

By the bundle 
or by the truckload.

8 foot lengths 
or processed

Enberg
Logging

Motley, MN  56466

218-352-6175

Sportsmans 
Plumbing-Heating-A/C, LLC

Clayton Hageman
218-831-8720

24 Hour Emergency Service

205 Warner Rd • 218.894.3263

SERVICING ALL BRANDS
Sharpen Mower Blades  
Sharpen Saw Chains,  

Small Engine Repair + more 
SERVICE HOURS

Mon - Fri,  
8am to 4pm

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

27193  R6-20

Bob Mueller, FIC, RICP®

Financial Associate
209 4th St NE
PO Box 163
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

-- HELP WANTED --
Administrative Assistant 

Todd County Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA)
is currently accepting applications from qualified individuals for 

the position of Administrative Assistant. This position is part time 
- approximately 20 hours/week, with flexible hours to be worked 

Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 
Desired applicants must have the ability to work effectively with 

a diverse population, multi-task and have strong attention to detail. 
The position also requires effective written and verbal 

communication skills with a working knowledge of standard 
computer programs. Prior experience with Federal/State housing 

programs, housing management and entry level accounting a plus. 
Applicant must possess a valid Class D MN driver’s license 
and pass a criminal background check prior to employment. 

Wage will be based on qualifications/experience. 
Applicants must provide a resumé and a completed application 
package.  Application package and a description of the position 

being advertised are available at: 
Todd County HRA, 300 Linden Ave. S, Browerville, MN  56438

Applicants can call 320-594-6388 or email 
toddcountyhra@yahoo.com with any questions. 

Completed applications and resumés, including references, 
must be received by 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, February 10, 2021. 

The Todd County HRA is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

cl5-6c

 ServiceS & 
employment

205
Help Wanted

TODD COUNTY EM-
PLOYMENT OPPORTUNI-
TY: Todd County is looking 
for a reliable, service orient-
ed individual to serve the 
citizens of  Todd County in 
a full-time capacity for the 
following position: ** Reg-
istered Nurse**. To learn 
more about this opening 
and how to apply visit the 
official Todd County website 
at https:\\www.co.todd.
mn.us. Questions can be 
directed to Todd County Ad-
ministration, 320-732-6155.  
EOE 6c

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day ser-
vice, Staples True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263. 
 26tfc

Wanted to 
Buy
501

Miscellaneous
WANTED:  RETIRED 

COUPLE want to buy a 
home between Baxter and 
Motley with 2,200 plus sq. ft. 
701-391-9955.  4-6p

real eState
602

Apartments 
for Rent

STAPLES: Downtown, 
1 - 2 bdrm., recently remod-
eled, NO pets, non smoking, 
218-894-3108. 6tfc

COZY  2 bdr m., great 
location, welcome: 520-249-
0152. 29tfc

Certified Nursing Assistants 
We are in search for someone who is looking 

for a rewarding job in the Nursing field. 
Evening and Night shifts now available for CNAs. 

Must be a TEAM player and possess a special interest in 
working with Long Term Care residents, families and visitors.

CTCCC offers a wide variety of benefits 
and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Contact Amanda Rickbeil, arickbeil@ctcccinc.com 
or call 218-756-3636 ext. 12 

Pick up an application in the Business Office, 
Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

or after hours at the Nurse’s Station. 
Central todd County Care Center is loCated in Clarissa, Mn.

cl39tfc
Join Our Team
Ignite your hospitality career!

Sales & Event 
Coordinator

FT Salaried Position
Send cover letter
and resumé to:

gm@timberlakehotel.com
Full job description 

available online:
www.timberlakehotel.com

cl5-6c

Staples World4b Thursday, October 22, 2009

Please mail completed form and payment to:
Staples World, Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______ 

Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $7.25 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $16.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______
 Add $3 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED _______
 indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized

 Add $10 for Blind Box _______
 TOTAL enclosed _______ 

“Card of Thanks” and “In Memoriam” are 20¢ per word with 
no minimum. Number of words ____ x 20¢ = _______ 
 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors 

brought to our attention after the second 
publication. We are not responsible for errors due 

to illegible copy or missing punctuation. 

Name ____________________ Phone ______________

Address  ______________________________________

City ___________________ State ____  Zip _________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

Classifications

Place your Classified Ad 
for only $725/wk.

Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat Sunday in the

taples orldS W

S
u
n
d
a
y

Both publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DEADLINE:  5 p.m. Monday

The publishers liability for errors in an advertisement or for failure to 
publish the ad shall be limited to publishing the ad in a subsequent issue 
or for the refund of any monies paid for an ad not run (and out of date for 
subsequent issues) providing the advertiser reports the error or omission 
immediately after it occurs.

All advertising copy is subject to the approval of the general manager. 
We will not accept ads from anyone with a past due account.

Regarding sex or age preference in help wanted advertising in accor-
dance with the rules adopted by the Civil Rights Commission, the Staples 
World, Sunday Square Shooter and Heartland Market cannot accept help 
wanted advertising copy which in any way expresses a sex or age prefer-
ence on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement unless the 
advertiser files an affidavit with the newspaper justifying the sex or age 
preference on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement.

All real estate and rental advertising in these publications is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which made it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin or any intention to make any such preference limi-
tation or discrimination.” These publications will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate or rental which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

The Fine Print

lassifiedsC
NOTICES

101

Card of Thanks
We wish to thank all 

who made our 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary so mem-
orable. Special thanks 
to Father Scott for his 
prayers and blessing. To 
all of  our children, grand-
children,  g reat -g rand-
children and our friends 
for their cards and phone 
calls. God bless all of  you.
 Ken and Kathy 
 Richardson
 41p

103
Lost and Found

FOUND: after Firearm 
Safety Field Day, Oct. 10, 
black/grey fur bomber hat 
and camo shooting gloves, 
green wool gloves, black 
gloves/grey trim, pair of  
prescription glasses/dark 
frame. To pick up call Ham-
bergs Auto Repair at 218-
894-2255. All items will be 
donated after Oct. 31. 41x

106
Personals

WANTED: Female com-
panion, active, sense of  hu-
mor, likes sports, movies, 
dining out. Write and in-
clude phone #, P.O. Box 72, 
Staples, MN 56479. If  you 
have responded–Send 
again, as the Post Offi ce 
forgot to put a name on 
box No. 72.  34-43p

49 yr.  old Brainerd 
man, looking for 35-50 yr. 
old woman. 218-838-4110.
 41-43p

SERVICES & 
EMPLOYMENT

202
Childcare 
Providers

KIDS KOUNTRY KAS-
TLE now has infant, tod-
dler and pre-school open-
ings. A lot of  pre-school 
activities scheduled indoor 
and outside, 27 years of  ex-
perience, training includ-
ing CPR and First Aid. On 
PCI food program and have 
a daily assistant. This is a 
loving, nurturing environ-
ment located in the safety 
and security of  the coun-
try. Call Deb at 218-894-2103.
 40-43p

N E W  DAY  C A R E 
NOW OPEN - BUSY BEE 
CHILD CARE: Calm, fun, 
loving home close to 3M in 
Staples. Nutritious meals 
(including homemade baby 
food), have structured and 
free play that focuses on 
their development. All ages 
welcome. Call Susannah @ 
218-296-1752. 41-44p

205
Help Wanted

MYSTERY SHOPPERS 
Earn up to $100/day. Under-
cover shoppers needed, to 
judge retail and dining es-
tablishments. Experience 
not required. 888-727-0603.
 40-43p

WANTED:  Good par-
ents who want to become 
even better parents. Join 
us at our free Circle of  Par-
ents group each Monday 
evening, from 6:30-8 p.m. 
in the Staples Elementary 
School Library. Free child-
care. For more information, 
call Bob at 218-640-7035. 41p

The Wadena County 
Highway Department is 
taking applications to cre-
ate an eligibility list for 
possible future hiring of  
individuals to fill Main-
tenance Worker III posi-
tions in the Maintenance 
Division. This is a FT per-
manent position within 
the department. The pri-
mary role of  this position 
is to safely perform gener-
al road and bridge mainte-
nance activities in variable 
work environments. Gen-
eral maintenance activi-
ties shall include but not 
be limited to truck driv-
ing for snow removal and 
ice control, crack sealing, 
crack and pothole filling, 
roadside vegetation con-
trol, gravel shouldering, 
road re-graveling, culvert 
installation, sign main-
tenance light and heavy 
equipment operation, as-
sisting in routine servic-
ing and maintenance of  
equipment and trucks, 
and working with hand 
and shop tools. Qualifi ca-
tions: The requirements 
for this position are: High 
school diploma - CDL driv-
er license. Compensation: 
this position is a Grade 51 
with a pay range of  $13.24 - 
$19.04 per hour. The actual 
pay will be dependant on 
the individual’s skills and 
experience. Applications 
can be obtained and re-
turned to the County Af-
firmative Action Officer 
located in the Auditor’s Of-
fi ce of  the Wadena County 
Courthouse, 415 S. Jeffer-
son Street, Wadena, MN 
56482. hone: 218-631-7650. 
Applications must be re-
ceived by 4 p.m. on Fri-
day, October 30, 2009. 
 39-42c

207
Equipment for 

Rent

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

 Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day 
service, Miller True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
 38tfc

ACE IN THE HOLE 
S T U M P  G R I N D I N G. 
Clean up available. Call 
mark Kobliska for free esti-
mates. 218-820-3809, fully 
insured and satisfaction 
guaranteed.  37-42p                                    

HANDYMAN WORK: 
Snowplowing, landscaping, 
skidloader work, stump 
and brush removal and 
carpentry work.218-296-
2213, Matt. 39-44p

 FOR SALE
301

Good Things to 
Eat

PUMPKINS $2/each. 
218-894-3207. 40-42p

303
Hay, Feed, Seed

O C T O B E R  S P E -
C I A L S  a t  B J E RG A 
FEED STORES in Brain-
erd, Motley, Pine River 
and Little Falls. 10% dis-
count on all Silver Star, 
gates, panels and bale 
feeders during October.
 39-41c

50 sq bales (2nd cutting) 
alfalfa, $4. 100 bales mixed 
alfalfa/oats for horses $3. 
ALSO: Lorentz mixer mill 
$1,000. 218-894-1298. 39-42p

5x5 round bales grass/
alfalfa, $40/bale ALSO: 
small sq bales grass/hay 
and straw. 218-575-2899. 
 39-41p

Wheat and Rye straw in 
big round bales. 218-270-
0289. 40-42p

Oats straw, small bales, 
stored inside. $2.40/bale. 
Gerald Lenk, 218-894-1682. 
 40-42p

Briggs Hard Red Spring 
Wheat, approx.  180-200 bu.; 
ALSO:  2-machinist tables. 
Feeder pigs. Eggs, $1.50/
doz. 218-894-1145. 40-42p

304
Livestock

DD RANCH - Leader 
AQHA Palomino stallion, 
book now for 2010 and save 
$! Boarding, training, les-
sons (trail/arena). Horses/
saddles for sale/trade? 218-
839-0856. 38-40p

Six cows, 2 heifers, open 
red/black Angus cross. 
Healthy, hefty all natural, 
calm. 218-397-2525. 39-41p

306
Sporting Goods

300 Windchester Magum 
Model 70/scope, like new, 
$650. 218-352-6618. 41p

307
Household

Scratch and dent ap-
pliances. Energy star ap-
pliances. ComfortZone 
infared heaters. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall. 320-749-2736.       41-43p

309
Miscellaneous
TREE-RIPENED AP-

PLES - SPRAY FREE 5 va-
rieties including Honey 
Crisp, pies, jellies and cara-
mel apples. Carmel Apple 
Orchard, 26144 State 210, 
2.7 mi. west of  Staples. 12-6 
p.m. daily. 38-41p

Simplicity walk behind 
snowthrowers. No pay-
ments until Feb. 15, 2011 
to qualified buyers. Used 
snowthrowers. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall, 320-749-2736. 41-43p

VEHICLES
401

Automobiles
1996 Merc. Sable, 240,000 

mi., runs great despite a 
few nicks. First $500 takes. 
218-575-2845. 40-42x

2002, Chevy Venture, 
runs good,  new tires, 
$4,000/BO. 218-894-0143. 
 41-43p

402
Trucks/Vans

1995 S-Blazer, 4x4, 4dr, 
$1,495; 1988 F150, 2wd, $895; 
1985 Ranger, 4x4, $695. 218-
894-3487, dealer. 41p

Solid Waste Lead Supervisor Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Lead Supervisor position.
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, ability 
to work well with others in a supervisory capacity as well as be able 
to meet the public in a friendly and professional manner, must have a 
valid Commercial Driver’s License, must have a minimum of two years 
of computer experience involving Microsoft Word and Microsoft Excel, 
must have the ability to quickly comprehend new computer software as 
needed. Must be able to handle accounts payable and accounts receivable 
for Transfer Station/Demolition Landll, must do the billing for the 
MSW Haulers/PRRF, must handle all bookkeeping for Transfer Station/
Demolition Landll, must handle all special assessments for Solid Waste, 
must handle all spreadsheet maintenance. Must have the ability to obtain 
Household Hazardous Waste certication within 6 months, must have 
the ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from the MN Pollution 
Control Agency, must be physically able to lift a minimum of 50 pounds, 
and have the physical capability to withstand manual labor tasks for 
extended periods of time. 
 Position status: non-union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours 
per week, Grade 51, Step 1, $13.24 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482.  Telephone number: (218) 631-7650.
Resumes will be considered only if accompanied 

by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Monuments
contact

Diane M. Hahn
Verndale, MN
218-445-5685 

cell 218-640-2341

Black granite on SALE!
Fergus Falls

Monument Company

cl32tfc
Avoid

Event Conflicts
Check the Events 
Calendar online at 

www.staplesworld.com
 Submit events to
 dtimbs@staplesworld.com

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS
Central Todd County Care Center,

in Clarissa, MN
has openings for Day, Evening & Night CNA 

Applicants must be 16 years of age or older and 
have CNA certication or be participating in CNA training.

CTCCC offers a wide variety of benets and 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

 May apply in the business ofce or pick up an 
application after ofce hours at the nurses’ station.
If you are interested in becoming part of our team, 

please call (218) 756-3636.
cl40-41c

Solid Waste Attendant Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Attendant. 
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, 2 
consecutive years experience as a heavy equipment operator within the 
last 4 years, Class A CDL, computer experience involving Microsoft 
Word and Microsoft Excel, ability to comprehend new computer 
software as needed, ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from 
the MN Pollution Control Agency, physically able to lift a minimum of 
50 pounds, ability to work well with the public and others. 
 Preferred qualications: knowledgeable in repair of small engines, 
some carpentry experience, some welding experience, good working 
knowledge of pumps and pump maintenance is also preferred. 
 Position status: Union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours per 
week; Grade 49, Step 1, $10.98 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482. Telephone number: (218) 631-7650. 
Resumes will be considered only if 

accompanied by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Long-Term Substitute 
K-6 Elementary Instructor
The Verndale Public School has an opening for a 

Long Term Substitute K-6 Elementary Instructor. This position 
requires a current MN Department of Ed. teaching license. 

Applications are available on the Verndale School website 
http.//www.verndale.k12.mn.us/ or in the District office.

Interested individuals are to submit a letter of application, resumé, 
copy of MN teaching license and college credentials to:

Superintendent Paul Brownlow
Verndale Public School, 411 SW Brown Street, 
Verndale, MN 56481. Phone: 218-445-5184.

POSITION WILL BE OPEN UNTIL FILLED. 
Application deadline is Friday, October 30, 2009
“Verndale Public School is an Equal Opportunity Employer”

cl40-41c

Y O U R  H O M E  F O R  H E A L T H C A R E

Lakewood Health System 
is seeking candidates for the following positions: 

TENANT CARE COORDINATOR- RN
Assisted Living- Lakewood Pines/ Manor
FT; 64 hours/ pay period
Primarily day shifts; weekends involved
Current MN RN Licensure required
Candidates with previous experience preferred
Deadline:  October 27, 2009

RESPIRATORY THERAPIST
FT; 80 hours/ pay period
Variable hours and shifts; Possible weekends
CRT OR RRT credentials required
BLS/ ACLS required
Deadline:  November 2, 2009

As a growing health care system, we offer our employees 
a positive work environment, competitive pay and benefits. 

Please visit our web site at:
 www.lakewoodhealthsystem.com for details and to apply on-line.

AA/EOE

cl
42

c

THINKING ABOUT BUYING A 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
The Staples World and the 
Federal Trade Commisssion, the 
nation’s consumer protection 
agency, say investigate before 
you invest. Visit ftc.gov/bizopps 
to learn how to tell a real deal 
from a raw deal.

Miller True Value

Open 7 Days
Staples, MN   218-894-3263

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

FOR RENT

For all your paint and
wall covering needs.

Open
M-F, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m. - Noon    

CALL FOR FREE 
ESTIMATES

218-894-1551
Hwy. 10 West
Staples, MN

See US for ALL your 
carpeting needs.

JAPKE
DECORATING
Painting and Paper Hanging

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL 
218-296-5031

Under new ownership

We are accepting 
applications for 2 and 3 
bedroom townhomes in 
Staples, a community 

you can get attached to. 
Rent based on income. 

Now professionally 
managed by

Income guidelines apply.

A/G YOUTH: Now ac-
cepting donations for up-
coming garage sale. Call 
Kathy at 218-296-1647 for 
drop off  or pick up. 6-13c

GaraGe 
SaleS

701

GaraGe SaleS
701
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Parent in search of professionals able 
to treat cracked or broken bones with 
care and expertise. I have a feeling I 
may need you! Ideally located near 
Staples, so we can stop at DQ after 
getting our cast on.

WANTED: 
FRACTURE CARE

Visit our website for more information.

At Lakewood we offer: 

 lakewoodhealthsystem.com

Orthopedics 

• 24/7 emergency services
• Providing care for basic and 
  complex bone breaks
• Full-spectrum orthopedic care
• Board certified surgeons
• Integrated rehabilitation

Orthopedics

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/31/2021 Central

The University of Minnesota is examining an educational support 
program for those considering or dealing with driving retirement  
and supportive family members.  

Are you considering retiring from driving or have you 
already retired from driving? Or do you have a family 
member with memory loss who is considering retiring 
from driving or recently retired from driving?

LEARN�MORE�ABOUT�PARTICIPATING��www.sph.umn.edu/research/projects/

With nurses bundled up for cold 
weather on Jan. 27, the Lakewood 
Health System COVID-19 drive through 
vaccine process went smoothly. RPAP 
(Rural Physician Associate Program) stu-
dents directed traffi c and patient access 
staff registered drivers from their list of ap-

pointments. The nursing team prepared 
COVID-19 vaccines in the fi sh house trail-
er and came out to administer the shots. 
Most people got through the process in a 
few minutes, including cars that had two 
people receiving the vaccine. (Staples 
World photo by Mark Anderson)

Drive through vaccine process

vaccinating those in the 
priority groups outlined by 
the Minnesota Department 
of  Health (MDH). Alloca-
tion and distribution of  
doses changes rapidly, but 
Lakewood has developed a 
process to continue vacci-
nations when more doses 
are received. 

“We feel so fortunate to 
have had the opportunity to 
vaccinate as many people 
as we have thus far, and we 
look forward to being able 
to do more soon,” said Lake-
wood Director of  Clinic 

Operations and Patient 
Access, Missy Lindow. “Our 
team has done a great job 
getting this process up and 
running, and it is truly 
awesome to see what we’ve 
been able to do for so many 
people already.”

Lakewood’s unique vac-
cination process includes a 
drive through and mobile 
fish house in its Staples 
clinic parking lot which 
allows people to remain in 
their vehicle when receiv-
ing  their  shot .  T hose 
involved directly in the vac-

cination process include 
Rural Physician Associate 
Program (RPAP) students 
and members of  the patient 
access, clinic nursing and 
EMS teams. 

For those 65 years and 
older who have not yet 
received their vaccination 
but would like one, call 218-
894-1515 and choose option 
#2 to be added to the wait 
list. The wait list is only for 
those 65 and older, no one 
else will be added to the list 
at this time.

ing to health and fitness, 
including personal training, 
sports nutrition, senior fi t-
ness and positional isomet-
rics. Prior to opening her 
own independent health 
center, Kottke gained expe-
rience by managing a Snap 
Fitness.

Kottke has called Staples 
‘home’ for the past four years, 
and is looking forward 
to getting to know more 
people from the area. She 
hopes that as the Covid-19 
surge lessens, more people 
will consider a health club 
membership. In addition to 
herself, Chris Jennissen is 
on staff  at Iron Paradise as 
a personal trainer. 

Open 24/7, Iron Paradise 
Fitness Center is located at 
128 4th St. NE in Staples. For 
more information, call 218-
895-7077, or visit their web-
site at www.ironparadisehc.
com. 

Curves
Jeanette Evans is the 

owner/operator of  Curves 
in Staples. Their business 
has survived the onset of  
Covid-19, but not without 
some diffi culties along the 
way.

Evans noted that each 
time they’ve closed, they’ve 
lost some members. “That’s 
been tough,” she said.

Like all fitness centers, 
they are required to follow 
strict guidelines. For start-
ers, everyone must wear a 
mask and practice social 
distancing.  Evans said 
that exercise machines are 
spaced 12 feet apart, and 
depending on the class they 
are taking, Curves partici-
pants must stay anywhere 
from nine to 12 feet away 
from each other. “It gets 
confusing,” she said. 

The new restrictions 
have meant that there are 
only eight stations available 
at a given time, half  of  what 
they used to have. Every 
half  hour, the stations are 
completely sanitized.

Evans said she is grateful 
for the PPP (Paycheck Pro-
tection Program) govern-
ment loan they received last 
March. It helped pay bills 
during the mandatory clo-
sure, and made up for some 
of  the income lost due to 
smaller class sizes. She went 
on to say that a lot of  their 
income at Curves is gener-
ated from members  who 
are 65 and older, enrolled in 
the Wellness program. It’s a 
program that provides free 
membership, but Curves is 
only reimbursed if  these 
participants attend a cer-
tain number of  classes.

She strongly believes in 
the Curves program, Evans 
said, adding that she first 
became a member in 2004, 
before purchasing the busi-
ness in 2018. In order to pay 
the necessary bills, Evans 
has set a goal of  adding 30 
new members to the Curves 

roster. As an incentive to 
reach that goal, Evans will 
give away a handmade quilt 
during a member challenge 
that begins in February. 
Stop by Curves or visit their 
Facebook page for details.

Curves is located at 216 
2nd Ave. NE in Staples. For 
more information, call 218-
894-1915 or visit their Face-
book page.

United Tae Kwon Do 
Systems

F r a n c i s c o  J i m e n e z , 
owner of  United Tae Kwon 
Do Systems in Staples, 
reports that they are doing 
well.

In an email response to 
the World, Jimenez said, 

“The Tae Kwon Do studio 
is starting to catch up and 
slowly the program is start-
ing to see some growth.

“When the pandemic 
started, we had a good 
number of  students. How-
ever, in the early fall, some 
participants needed to 
quarantine due to possi-
ble Covid-19 exposure else-
where, which affected our 
weekly numbers.

“With the exponential 
rise of  Covid-19 cases in 
Minnesota in late October 
and early November, gyms 
were mandated to close and 
we had to move to online 
Zoom classes. I am proud 
of  the students and their 
families for how they han-
dled this curve ball at a 
moment’s notice.

“Now, early in the year, 
we are back at the studio 
(the former NAPA business 
near the overpass), students 
are returning and new stu-
dents are signing up.

“During this  time,  I 
am working hard to clean 
and keep the building and 
exercise equipment disin-
fected and ready to go.  We 
are strictly following the 
recommended guidelines 
coming from the Minne-
sota Department of  Health 
with regards to fi tness gyms 
and Tae Kwon Do studios. 
We have a limited number 
of  students per class, man-
dated mask wearing and 
proper distancing between 
participants. We are cur-
rently open Tuesday and 
Thursday from 6 - 9:30 p.m.”

United Tae Kwon Do 
Systems is located at 119 
2nd Ave NW in Staples. For 
more information call 218-
296-0726 or visit their Face-
book page.

Staples Community 
Center

Tricia Jasmer, Parks & 
Recreation Director for the 
City of  Staples, is in charge 
of  the community center, 
home to a swimming pool, 
gymnasium, exercise room 
and senior center.

All in all, it’s been slow, 
Jasmer said of  activity at 
the community center. With 
restrictions in place, they  
are limited in how many 

people are allowed in any 
given area. For example, the 
pool is at a 50 percent capac-
ity, which translates to 30 
people at a time allowed to 
swim. Because the Aqua-
size class is held in the shal-
low end of  the pool, only 
13 participants can attend. 
Normally, there are 22 to 26 
people in the class, Jasmer 
said. 

Even after the reopening 
of  gyms and fi tness centers, 
only 25 percent of  their 
membership has returned, 
Jasmer said.

It’s hurt them finan-
cially, she went on. They 
are grateful for the CARES 
Act funding they received. 
Although it does not solve 
all financial problems, it 
has helped. Jasmer noted 
that because the commu-
nity center is a government 
entity, they are not eligible  
to receive PPP funding or 
foundation grants. She’s 
exploring other options to 
bring in revenue, especially 
since they are considered 
an Enterprise Fund.

There is a lot of  extra 
cleaning required at this 
time, Jasmer said, noting 
a mid-day cleaning and a 
deep clean every evening, 
on top of  cleaning after 
every activity held. 

It’s still very slow, but 
Jasmer is happy to see 
people in the pool, and 
reports that volleyball is 
back to normal in the gym. 
As of  Feb. 1, they’ve been 
able to open to their regular 
schedule. “We’re taking it 
day by day,” Jasmer said.

Dawn Larson and Jan Trager worked 
out at Curves in Staples recently, adhering 
to social distancing mandates and wear-

ing masks as required by the government. 
(Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Staying fi t at Curves

Quilt giveaway
Jeanette Evans, owner of Curves in Staples, stands 

by a Lone Star quilt she made recently, which will be 
given away during a drawing in the near future. One of 
the ways to be entered into the drawing, is to become 
a new member at Curves. Evans said that they need 30 
new members and 30 former members to return in order 
to pay the necessary bills to stay in operation. (Staples 
World photo by Dawn Timbs)

VACCINE continued from page 1a

Limited supply of COVID-19 vaccines

FITNESS continued from page 1a

Participation falls because of closures


