Wednesday, December 2, 2020
Christmas comes near

Alyssa Vanderhoof, artist and author, (inside) completes
the finishing touches on “The Grinch” holding a cup of
coffee. The painting was completed on the Stomping
Grounds coffee shop window in Staples. Customer
Bev Nelsen was picking up her coffee to go. Alyssa is a
barista at the Stomping Grounds. (Staples World photo

by Janice Winter)

This Week’s Forecast
High Low Cond.

Dec.2 35° 21° P.Cloudy
Dec.3 34 22 P Cloudy
Dec.4 40 25 Sunny

Dec.5 40 27 P Cloudy
Dec.6 36 22 M. Sunny
Dec.7 31 23 P Cloudy
Dec.8 37 29 Cloudy

Average Temps:
H=29°Low = 14°
Total Snow:
For week: .75”
Oct. - Nov.: 15:25”

(e 0]
Weather
o0

Last Year, 2019
High Low Cond.

Dec.2 24° -7° Cloudy
Dec.3 32 15 Sunny
Dec.4 34 21 Sunny
Dec.5 32 15 P Sunny
Dec.6 20 8 Cloudy
Dec.7 30 19 Cloudy
Dec.8 29 29 Snow
Compiled by
Dale Hausmann,
WCCO'’s Staples area
Weatherwatcher
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Williams
enters
guilly plea

Sta-
ples
resident
Bryce
Wil-
liams
entered
a guilty
plea
on one
count
of con-
spiracy to commit arson, in
connection with the burn-
ing of a Minneapolis Police
station during the riots that
followed the police Kkilling
of George Floyd.

U.S. Attorney Eric Mac-
Donald announced the
plea but did not give more
details.

According to police, sur-
veilance video shows Wil-
liams holding a device as
another rioter lit it and
brought it into the builidng.

Three other men have
been indicted for arson in
the precinct’s destruction.

The high school vol-
leyball season ended after
just eight games this year.
See sports, page 7a.
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‘Time To Rise’ puts Staples-Motley

school facility plans online

Staples-Motley Schools

launched SMTimeToRise.
com, a new website ded-
icated to informing res-

idents about the district’s

long-term facilities plan-

ning.
“We’re excited to launch

this website to keep resi-

dents informed about our

facility planning process,”

said Superintendent Shane
Tappe. “The district strives
to be transparent with this
process, and this website

will make it easy for com-

munity members to have
access to information
about our planning. We’ll

continue to update the site
throughout the coming
months.”

Over the last five years,

Staples-Motley Schools
has sought a solution to its
aging facilities.

Local voters had an
opportunity to decide

on a $60 million referen-

dum plan to address these
issues in May 2019 but they
rejected the plan.

“In conversations
throughout the community,
we found that residents
agree our district needs to
make investments in our
schools, but they didn’t
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believe the district pro-

posed the right plan,” said
Tappe. “We will continue to
seek the best plan to make

improvements to our facil-
ities. That includes gather-
ing community feedback,

making sure questions
are answered and working
through different solutions
to ensure we produce a pro-
posal that reflects the top
priorities of our communi-
ties.”

Community divides identified in
school building survey

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

Income differences,
in-crowd vs. out crowd, and
differences between Staples
and Motley were identified
as possible factors as to why
the Staples-Motley school
referendum did not pass in
May, 2019.

Those suggestions came
from a survey that was pre-
sented to the Staples-Motley
School Board in October.
The survey was taken in
the spring of 2020, and was
mostly conducted online.
More than half of respon-
dents had attended Sta-
ples-Motley schools, and 86
percent are parents of cur-
rent students.

In addition to ques-
tions rating the school
and facilities, respondents
also answered “What great
things are happening at
Staples-Motley Schools?”,
“Factors that led to the
referendum failing” and
“Advice to make new facil-
ities planning successful.”

The respondents were
positive about the quality
of education in the district,
with 62 percent saying qual-
ity of education was “good
or excellent,” 33 percent
saying “average or I don’t
know” and four percent
voting “poor.”

The biggest building
needs were identified as
facility condition, gym
space and classroom space.

The high school’s biggest
issue was identified as facil-
ity condition, and respon-
dents said high school
programs needing the most
improvement were life
skills programs and career
skills.

Respondents rated
the facilities as the most
important education chal-
lenge, along with parent/
teacher/student account-
ability/respect for all.
Safety and security were
the next highest identified
challenge.

Great things

“What great things are
happening at Staples-Mot-
ley Schools?” answers
ranged from classes to
activities to administration
and staff doing a great job.

Educational opportuni-

ties mentioned included
College In Schools and
Post-Secondary Educa-
tion Option (PSEO) college
classes, culinary class,
robotics club, Connections,
music, art, community edu-
cation, special education,
school garden, Tech Mobile,
and STEAM (science, tech-
nology, engineering, arts
and mathematics).

Specific activities men-
tioned included orchestra,
fine arts, sports, speech,
FFA and cheerleading.

One respondent said “We
moved our children to Sta-
ples specifically for the arts

program.”
Praise for staff and
teachers included:

advanced behavioral meth-
ods supported by science,
enthusiastic and positive
attitude, communication
and planning, making pos-
itive changes, dedication to
students, passion and lead-
ership.

There were a few nega-
tive comments in the “great
things” section, including
“there is a divide and those
on the positive side of
the divide are doing great
things.” That notion of
making everyone feel wel-
come came up again in the
“Advice to make new faci-
liteis planning successful”
section.

Referendum failing

Cost was by far the most
common answer to the
question “Factors that led
to the referendum failing.”

Respondents also iden-
tified the economy, elderly
and low income families in
the community.

Among those answers,
some felt the project was
too big, too fancy and too
excesssive. Some answers
suggested more gym space
was not needed and new
classrooms didn’t need to
be built. Several also iden-
tified the community center
portion of the project as not
needed.

Others felt the commu-
nity did not realize the
potential of the project,
including the commenter
who said “People being
cheap and not realizing
how much it would help our
community.”

Communication was
another factor identified. A
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few people noted that one
of the fliers sent out by
the school contained some
incorrect information, so
the school had to send out
a second mailing. To some
respondents, that created
a lack of trust. One said
the school appeared to be
changing the numbers, so
they felt it was a lack of
honesty.

Some commenters felt
the school didn’t provide
a picture of what would
happen if the referendum
didn’t pass. “It wasn’t com-
municated what would have
to be done to stay up to code
in the next years and what
it would cost eventually
in trying to fix what was
there,” said one respondent.

Commenters noted the
large school district borders
with many voters living on
the edges who do not iden-
tify with the community.

There was also an under-
current of misinformation
that people noticed.

“People who were
against the referendum
were spreading lies,” was
one response. Another said
“Many voted based on false
information that was circu-
lating in the community.”

A few respondents iden-
tified social media as main
sources of disinformation.

Some of the misinfor-
mation showed up on the
survey results, such as
the person who said their
taxes would have increased
by three times. Others
were not aware of infor-
mation that was reported
and readily available, such
as the process of choosing
between the one building
and two building options.

Staples vs. Motley

Differences between Sta-
ples and Motley were iden-
tified as “Factors that led to
the referendum failing.”

Some respondents noted
that the referendum was
held the same school year
that the district reduced the
number of buildings. Stu-
dents were pulled out of the
Motley school with only the
two schools in Staples being
used. One resondent said
“Referendum was focused
on improving the Staples
community. It feels like the
Motley area of the school
district is forgotten.”

Other commenters iden-
tified a few people from
Motley who have “Petty
disagreements from 30-plus
years ago. Failure to call
out the lies that were being
spread by that group,”
according to one response.

The refendum failed by a
larger margin at the Motley
polling station, but also
would not have passed only
counting Staples area votes.

Successful planning

The “Advice to make
new facilities planning suc-
cessful” question received
resonses about cost, but
also about education and
communication.

Several people had sim-
ilar sentiments to “Make
it clear that it is an invest-
ment in education,” as one
responder put it.

While some responders
suggested to keep the proj-
ect simple and low-cost,
others pointed out that the
project has the “potential
to actually save the district
some money in the long
run.”

Comments suggested
more communication
about the project and for
the school to be “better pre-
pared to fight the negativity
on any referendum,” as one
response put it.

There were some who
saw this as an opportu-
nity for the school district
to be more inclusive of all
students. One respondent
suggested students left
the district because they
didn’t fit in or because of
bullying. Others suggested
some students get prefer-
ential treatment because
of their family name. Some
felt that sports were given
too much attention and one
comment felt there was a
divide within sports, with
some sports getting more
resources than others.

Several suggestions
were to involve some of the
people who had been neg-
ative about the previous
referendum, so they can see
the situation at the school
and help come up with a
plan that they won’t object
to.

As one respondent put
it, “Do more to woo Motley
residents.”
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Moonbeams on the rails

Staples World

A full moon illuminated the rails leading to the Staples Railroad Depot as the sun prepared to crest for sunrise Nov. 30. (Staples World photo by Janice Winter)

IHluminated view

Streetlamps and vehicle headlights provided illumi- time. (Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)
nation along 2nd Avenue in Staples recently, at twilight
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Law enforcement reports,

Motley area

Recent reports from

the Motley Police Depart-

ment (MPD) and Morrison
County Sheriff’s Office

(MCSO) included the fol-

lowing:
Nov. 24 - The MPD issued

a citation to Vernon Sur-

ratt, 40, for driving with a
revoked license.

Nov. 24 - The MPD spoke
with a suicidal subject in
Motley. The subject stated
he did not want any help
from the MPD in finding
him a safe place to stay or

in contacting social ser-

vices for assistance. The
subject called later, stating
he was staying at his dad’s
residence. The MPD spoke
with the subject’s father
who stated he would take
care of him.

Nov. 24 - The MPD sent
out several letters to home/
property owners, as well as
some landlords, in Motley

regarding public nuisance
violations.

Nowv. 23 - The MPD sent a
letter to a Motley resident
regarding a shipping con-
tainer ordinance violation.

Nov. 21 - The MCSO
responded to a suicidal sub-
ject in Motley. Subject was
later taken to Lakewood
Health System Hospital in
Staples for a mental health
evaluation.

Nov. 19 - The MCSO
received a report of a lost
chainsaw. Subject stated
that it had fallen out of a
trailer on Hwy 10 in Cush-
ing.

Nov. 19 - The MCSO
responded to a report of a
burglary and theft of two
trailers at the 1400 block of
W. Shamineau Dr., Motley.
The caller stated that the
incident took place some-
time in the last month and
that there are no suspects.

DEADLINES
Newspaper deadline
for copy and
advertising:

12 noon Fridays
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Looking back

o

75 Years Aco - 1945

o Dec. 6, 1945 - ‘Santa
Claus is coming to Town’
and will be in Staples Satur-
day afternoon, Dec. 15, at the
New Staples Theatre, where
he will greet the hundreds
of children who will be
guests of the Staples Civic
and Commerce Association
at their annual Christmas
party.

Manager James Rand-
gaard of the theatre states
that he has secured, “Loui-
siana Hayride” for the main
feature of the afternoon
shows, and along with this
there will be several comic

- o -
Compiled by
Dawn Timbs

-o-

shorts for the children. Two
shows will be presented
during the day. The first
matinee is at 10 a.m. and
this is for the city children
only. The second show will
be at 2 o’clock, and this is
for the rural children only.
Santa Claus will be at both
shows to distribute the
treats for the children.

o Dec. 6, 1945 - Christmas
gifts for smokers, as adver-
tised by DesMarais Confec-
tionery in Staples. “Give a
man his favorite smoke and
he’ll love you forever. And
what better time to win his
love than on Christmas?
Pipe, cigarette or cigar
smoker, we can please him,”
the ad stated. Combination
humidor and pipe rack,
$3.35 to $5.50; Royal Duke
Pipes (filter style) $1.00.

o Dec. 6, 1945 - ‘Flu and
colds take toll in Motley vil-
lage,’ read the headline. The
article goes on to say, ‘Colds
and flu-pneumonia is preva-
lent in both town and com-
munity. There have been
many absences from school
and from other public gath-
erings because of illness.
Motley is represented in the
Staples Hospital again. Mrs.
W. N. Morey was taken to the
hospital Thursday evening,
following an illness of three
days, and has been very ill
with pneumonia. Monday
evening found her much
improved. Mrs. Lionel Stelck
was a pneumonia patient
from Tuesday until Friday.
Mrs. Wallace Scruppie, who
underwent an operation last
week, returned home Friday
and is better. Little Janice
Hanson, a small twin daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Magnus
Hanson, came home Friday
from the hospital after a
siege of flu-pneumonia. The
little girl is still quite weak.

50 Years Aco - 1970

o Dec. 10, 1970 - A new
business opening in Staples
this week was the Four Sea-
sons Sports Shop, located on
North Sixth Street, in the
Tug Hurd building. Owners
of the shop are Gary Farber
and Dick Motl. The business
carries a complete line of
sporting goods.

o Dec. 10, 1970 - Terry
Farber, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Farber, Motley, was
presented the Silver Star
from the Dept. of the Army
at ceremonies in his par-
ents’ home Dec. 4.

The Silver Star was
earned by Farber while
serving with the U.S. Army
in Vietnam in Aug. of 1968.

Col. James L. Brummer,
professor of Military Sci-
ence at St. John’s Univer-
sity, Collegeville, made the
presentation. Col. Brummer,
formerly of Staples, is the
son of Mrs. Ida Brummer.

Farber, who is now dis-
charged from the military
service following the com-
pletion of his tour of duty,
resides in Motley. He is
a 1967 graduate of Staples
high school.

o Dec. 10, 1970 - Mrs. Ruby
Kittilson, school nurse, said
that 439 students of the Sta-
ples schools participated in
the recently held immuniza-
tion clinic.

Drs. Lund, Reichelder-
fer and Thompson handled
the clinic, at which time,
immunizations were given
against diptheria-tetanus,
smallpox and polio.

o Dec. 10, 1970 - The Sta-
ples team went down to their
first defeat in Minnesota
Central Basketball league
play Wednesday evening as
they took a 79 to 67 defeat at
the hands of Motley.

Brown led the Motley
scoring with 24 counters,
followed by Swecker with

- 1

Mystery photo

Hello readers. This week’s archive
photo is from our April 19, 1973 edition.
Do you know who these people are and
perhaps the context of the photos? Email

your answers and where you are from

to dtimbs@staplesworld.com by Friday
morning, or call 218-894-1112. The an-
swers will be published in next week’s
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Mystery solved

Last week’s mystery photo, pub-
lished in the Nov. 27, 1986 edition of
the Staples World, featured Joe (left)
and Amanda Bilek, children of Tom and
DeEtta Bilek of rural Aldrich, tending to
the flock of turkeys at the family farm.
The photo cutline stated, ‘While most of
us look forward to Thanksgiving, the hol-
iday holds little attraction for the nation’s
turkey population.” One of the luckier
birds is “Tom,” who along with three
hens, comprise the brood flock for the
Bilek farm...Six other birds they raised
weren’t as lucky, dressing out to about
40 pounds for the toms and 20 pounds
for the hens, according to Mrs. Bilek.’

Tom and DeEtta Bilek called in
to successfully identify their children.
They were surprised to see the pho-
to, they said, adding that it brought
back memories and conversation with
Joe and Amanda who were home for

Thanksgiving.

The Bileks still reside at their
farm in rural Aldrich, formerly owned
by DeEtta’s parents, John and Evelyn
Wicht. It's where DeEtta (Wicht) was
born and raised, she shared. After
DeEtta and Tom were married, they
lived for some time in the Twin Cities,
but moved back to the family farm

23. Pietz connected for 12

and Shackelford had 10.

The Motley scoring was
completed with 6 points by
Benke and 4 by Kristenson.

For Staples, the leading
offensive man was Wolhowe
with 26. Kevin Johnson hit
double figures with 17. The
remainder of the scoring
was as follows: Joeger, 8;
Tollefson, 6; Hirschey, 6; and
Flaten, 4.

25 Years Aco - 1995

o Dec. 7, 1995 - Deer hunt-
ers in east central Minne-

sota experienced one of
their best hunting seasons
ever in 1995, according to
preliminary reports.

Figures from deer reg-

istration stations indicate
the firearms deer harvest
in the 15 counties north of
the Twin City Metro area
up to and including Wadena

County are up about 20 per-

cent from last year.
oDec.7,1995 - Members of
several local churches are
working together to give the
community a play entitled
“The Christmas Story.” The

play will be presented Dec.

15, at the Staples Assembly
of God Church.

The piece, written and
directed by Carol Heldman
of Staples, was originally

in 1984. They raised turkeys for sev-
eral years, along with beef cattle. It's
been an all-organic farm since 1998.
Tom shared during their first years in
Aldrich, he was still working for the St.
Paul Fire Department and continued
driving back and forth until his retire-
ment in 1991.

The Bileks recalled how excited
their kids were to bring a turkey to Lin-
coln Model School in Staples for ‘show
and tell’ that year, and how the other
Students were excited to watch the
giant bird run around the gymnasium.
Joe was in sixth grade and Amanda
in second. Amanda was the one who
initially asked her teacher if it would
be okay to bring the turkey to school.
Although he was raised a ‘city kid’
himself, Tom said he is so glad he and
DeEtta decided to move to the coun-
try all those years ago. Both he and

DekEtta said they can'’t think of a better

presented several years ago
in the Staples United Meth-
odist Church. It chronicles
not only the birth of Jesus
Christ, but follows him
through adulthood.

Mark DeBow is the choir
director and Sandy Paske-
witz is the pianist. Cast
members include Jayme
Hajek, Mary; Scott Smith,
Joseph; Jan Barron, Eliza-
beth; Ron Hume, Zacharias;
Mike Heldman, King Herod,;
Matt Olson, two-year-old
Jesus; Randy Taber, Mature
Jesus; and Cheryl Tepley,
Lyn Prindle, Frank Tepley
as Innkeepers.

°o Dec. 7, 1995 - Jackie
Dumpprope, Staples, was
the top fundraiser at the
Multiple Sclerosis Bike
Tour in North Dakota, rais-
ing $3,860 last summer for
her participation in the 150
mile bike ride.

10 Years Aco - 2010

°o Dec. 9, 2010 - Elmer
Johnson of Foley said he is
still in shock after learning
that his friend, Gary Donald
Deppa, of Cushing, is gone.

Deppa, 59 years old,
drowned Dec. 4, after his
four-wheeler went through
the ice on Lake Alexander
just after 6 p.m.

“We were friends since

place to have raised their children.
Currently, both Joe and Amanda Bilek
live in the Twin Cities area. Joe works
as a St. Paul Police Officer and Aman-
da is the Senior Public Policy Director
for Minnesota Corngrowers.

Thanks for participating in our
Mystery Photo.

grade school,” Johnson said.

“He was the easiest guy to be
a friend with. This is a real
shock to everyone.

Deppa, along with his
wife, Deb, owned the Lakev-
iew Store located across
from the Scandia Valley
Town Hall. His daughter,
Billye “Jo,” also works there.

oDec.9,2010 - Bjerga Feed
Store, situated along Hwy
10 in downtown Motley, has
been on the Minnesota map
since 1950, and has been
dubbed the town’s ‘longest
continuous business.’

Owned by Ervin Bjerga
since 1967, the family busi-
ness (now in its third gen-
eration) is still going strong
and has remained a con-
stant mainstay in the com-
munity for over 60 years.
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Staples Police

report

On Nov. 18, Staples Police
received a report of a man
making inappropriate
sexual comments to a juve-
nile female while she was
at work. The parent advised
precautions were in place
at her work and the suspect
was advised to stay away.

On Nov. 18, Staples Police
responded to a report of a
two vehicle crash with one
vehicle rolling over at the
intersection of Highway 10
and County Road 83. Upon
arrival police learned that
three people were involved
and only minor injuries
were reported. The three
occupants did go to Lake-
wood Health System ER to
be evaluated. The Staples
Ambulance, Fire Depart-
ment and Scott’s Southtown
assisted at the scene.

On Now. 18, Staples Police
assisted a male subject who
was involved in an accident
earlier in the day with aride
from the hospital to Timber-
lake Hotel.

On Nov. 20, Staples Police
responded to a personal
injury accident on the 1100
block of Highway 10 E. The
driver lost consciousness on
his way to the ER for a medi-
cal issue and hit a light pole.
There was severe damage to
the vehicle and the driver
suffered minor injuries.

On Nov. 20, Staples Police
received a report of theft
from Lakewood Health
System.

On Novw. 20, Staples Police
received a report of a Lake-
wood home health care
nurse who went to a res-

idence in Staples and was
bitten by a dog.

On Nov. 21, Staples Police
assisted Todd County
Sheriff’s Department in
attempting to locate a cow
on Highway 10. Police were
unable to locate the cow.

Reported: On Nov. 21,
Staples Police assisted Min-
nesota State Patrol with a
vehicle versus cow accident
on Highway 10. Also there
to assist were Verndale
Police Department and
Wadena County Sheriff’s
Department.

On Nov. 21, Staples Police
responded to the 100 block
of Highway 10 NW, as it
was reported that a male
party was walking in traf
fic. Upon arrival, the subject
was found to be lying in the
median, and having a med-
ical issue. Staples Ambu-
lance responded to the
scene and the subject was
transported to the hospital
for medical assistance.

On Nov. 21, Staples Police
observed a stalled, occupied
vehicle, at the intersection
of Highway 10 and Todd
County Road 83. The driver
had run out of gas.

On Nov. 22, Staples Police
received a request to con-
duct a welfare check on a
party on the 800 block of
4th Street NE. Police accom-
panied the reporting party
to the residence, and after
investigation, contacted
the Staples Ambulance to
respond. The subject was
transported to the Lake-
wood Hospital for medical
care.

CLC suspends
winter sports

S€a4aS0n

Central Lakes College
announced that it is sus-
pending its men’s and wom-
en’s basketball seasons due
to concerns over the COVID-
19 pandemic. The college
does, however, remain opti-
mistic about hosting spring
sports.

Central Lakes College
President Hara Charlier
said, “The decision to sus-
pend Raider basketball
was made after a great
deal of conversation and
careful consideration of
data. COVID-19 infection
rates continue to increase
throughout our state, our
region, and our college
community. Unfortunately,
the indoor nature of bas-
ketball and the challenges
associated with competition
carry significant inherent
risk. While our players and
coaches are committed to
following all mitigation pro-
tocols, the risk is simply too
great.

“We understand and
share the deep sense of
disappointment felt by our
student-athletes. We will
continue to work to provide
meaningful opportunities
for our athletes to develop,
engage, and be successful
at the college. Rest assured
that our commitment to
Raider athletics is as strong
as ever, and we look forward

to cheering for our Raiders
next year,” said Charlier.

The college is, however
planning to host softball
and baseball next semester
According to administra
tors, the outdoor, low-con
tact nature of spring
athletics reduces risk. They
are hopeful that with strong
mitigation measures and
COVID transmission rates
expected to improve in the
spring, Raider athletes will
be on the field. The nature
and timing of practices
remains to be determined
but will follow CLLC COVID
protocols. Spring training
out-of-state trips have been
canceled.

Jim Russell, CLC Ath
letic Director, said he is
disappointed about winter
sports, but also understands
the situation at hand.

“We appreciate our
administration for their
efforts and the communi
cation process in making
these decisions. We are
excited about softball and
baseball and for our student
athletes who will be partici
pating this spring.”

CLC requires safety
plans from athletics follow
ing guidelines in place by
the NJCAA, conference and
from the college’s pandemic
response team.
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Kresha asks for progress
report on academics

Staples World

House GOP Education
Leads Rep. Sondra Erickson,
Princeton, and Rep. Ron
Kresha, Little Falls, are re-
questing that the Minnesota
Department of Education
(MDE) provide a statewide
status report on student ac-
ademic achievement. The
request comes after a report
from KARE 11 revealed that,
with the first quarter of the
school year almost complete,
nearly 40 percent of grades
for high school students in
the St. Paul Public School
il District are failing.

4 |4 ’."~. “This news from the St.
i — i \'I:,/Jl : .i: Paul Public School District
==\ 4| qﬂ flL illustrates the significant
I~ A ﬁf' = i damage COVID-19 restric-

Startups key to Minnesota

post-virus recovery

By Commissioner Steve Grove
Minnesota Department of Employment
and Economic Development (DEED)

First, I'd just note that we gathered
state leaders, partners and startups
from across the state recently for a
virtual event to celebrate the one-year
anniversary of Launch Minnesota, a

program designed to accelerate start-

ups. You can find out more in Launch

Minnesota’s First-Year Progress Re-

port.

I’d like to share a message I wrote,
which appeared in the Star Tribune
about the importance of our startup
community to Minnesota’s economic
recovery:

To say that 2020 has been a chal-
lenging year for the Minnesota econ-

omy would be an understatement. In
the first three months of the COVID-19
pandemic, we lost a stunning 385,000
jobs. We’ve paid over $8.5 billion in
unemployment insurance benefits to
Minnesotans — 10 times more than

we ever have in a single year. And con-
sumer confidence hinges on the trajec-
tory of the coronavirus, which contin-

ues to spread at an alarming rate.

But from recession will come re-

newal. While a lot of work remains

to protect our workforce and econo-

my from the COVID-19 pandemic, we

cannot wait to begin the work of mak-

ing Minnesota’s economic recovery
strong, smart and equitable.
One of the most important things

we can do in the coming year is to fos-

ter the growth of new businesses and
startups. Small businesses account for
a whopping 47 percent of the jobs in

the state, a trend that’s mirrored na-

tionally. What’s more, new businesses
are responsible for nearly all net new

jobs and 20 percent of gross job cre-

ation in our economy, according to a
study published by MIT.

Growth from new businesses al-

ways accelerates during recessions.
Entrepreneurs see possibilities for
disruption in the market, and layoffs

force people into thinking creative-

ly about their future. According to

the Global Entrepreneurship Moni-

tor 2020 report, while 65 percent of

startup founders say they are build-

ing businesses because they “want to

make a difference in the world,” over
40 percent also say they’re starting
something new “to earn a living be-
cause jobs are scarce.”

It’s vital that Minnesota capital-
ize on the creative energy that comes
with recessions to create successful
businesses and great jobs for those
who’ve lost them.

One of the most promising sectors
to focus on is technology. During the
Great Recession 2007-09, America saw
the creation of WhatsApp, Instagram,
Venmo, Uber, Slack, just to name a few.
During the stagflation of the 1970s,
Microsoft was born. And General
Electric (a technology company for its
time!) started in the middle of a six-
year recession way back in the 1870s.

Here in Minnesota, our last reces-
sion saw new tech companies launch
that went on to make national news.
Miromatrix, a regenerative medicine
startup from 2009 that seeks to elimi-
nate the waitlist for organ transplants,
recently won an innovation award
from the U.S. Department of Health.
Sports Engine, a youth sports startup,
started in 2008 and was acquired eight
years later by NBC Universal.

However, Minnesota faces some
headwinds. According to data from
the U.S. Labor Department, Minnesota
ranked 48th in the rate of new entre-
preneurs per capita in 2019, and has
only exceeded the national average for
four years of the last 20. We also rank
low on startups that lead to early job
creation, coming in 40th last year.

Where we’re above average — way
above average — is in how many of
our new businesses survive. That
same Labor Department study ranked
Minnesota fourth in the country for
the five-year survivability rate for new
companies, at almost 55 percent.

People who start stuff here tend
to stick at it. It’s that Midwestern
work ethic, something we should be
proud of. It’s also a key to the future
of new business growth in our state.
Minnesota has always been a state of
problem-solvers, innovators who care
about what they’re building because
it contributes to society in a positive
way.

If the startups that came out of Sil-
icon Valley in the last recession found
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new ways to capture our eyeballs on
mobile devices, then the startups com-
ing out of Minnesota during this pan-
demic-fueled recession should focus

on solving our most important prob-

lems.

Minnesota is well-positioned to be
an epicenter of that kind of business
growth.

With a strong corporate communi-
ty and excellent business clusters in
health, medical technology, agricul-
ture and retail, we can be a national
hub for creating great new businesses
that will shape America’s post-pan-
demic future.

But we’re going to have to work to-
gether to make it happen.

Last year, the MN Department of

Employment and Economic Develop-

ment developed Launch Minnesota, a
program designed to encourage entre-
preneurs to take the leap by providing
business incentives and educational
opportunities to get started on their
journey. It includes an angel tax credit
to increase venture capital investment
and mentorship opportunities for ear-
ly stage founders.

All of these programs have equity
provisions designed to help entrepre-
neurs who might otherwise be over-
looked. If we’re going to get this recov-
ery right, we have to include everyone.

We're celebrating the anniversary
of Launch Minnesota, and are looking
ahead to the future. Already, there are
some promising trends.

In the third quarter, business starts
in Minnesota kicked up nearly 60 per-
cent compared to a year ago. So far
in during the pandemic, we’re above
the national average in incorporated

business starts, ranking 21st nation-

wide. And startups in our medical
technology sector known as “Medical
Alley” have raised a record $1 billion
in capital this year, a promising sign
that investors are beginning to turn to
Minnesota to look for solutions.

The opportunity we have to define
Minnesota as a hub of problem-solv-
ers who build job-creating companies
that matter to the world will define the
next chapter of our state’s economy.

It’s an opportunity that we must
seize, the renewal of our economy de-
pends on it.
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tions and school closures
are having on Minnesota
students,” said Rep. Erick-
son. “Sadly, it appears that
the academic trajectory
of an entire generation of
students will be stunted be-
cause of disruptions caused
by the pandemic. Now, more
than ever, we need to come
to a full understanding of
the harm being done to stu-
dents so that we can try and
change course before it is
too late.”

“This information is es-
sential so that we can see
how students are being
impacted,” said Rep. Ron
Kresha. “These students are
the future, and we need to

make sure that we are not
failing them. We need to
know the full scope of how
distance and hybrid learn-
ing are impacting achieve-
ment as soon as possible
so we can change tactics
as needed and help our stu-
dents succeed in spite of
this current crisis.”

Erickson and Kresha are
asking MDE to compile data
to demonstrate the impact
hybrid and distance learn-
ing models are having on
academic achievement in
hopes of tailoring state pol-
icy to better respond to the
educational needs of stu-
dents.

Quote of the week
“Gratitude can transform
common days into
thanksgivings, turn routine
jobs into joy, and change
ordinary opportunities into
blessings.”

— William Arthur Ward

Help is available
for hungry
Minnesotans

Minnesotans who have
recently lost their jobs and
watched their incomes drop
have less to spend on neces-
sities, including food. As the
struggle to put healthy food
on the table has increased,
there is more help available
from state and local sources.

Since the COVID-19 pan-
demic began, the state and
its community partners
have issued food benefits to
more than 400,000 Minneso-
tans per month, including
children who missed out on
school meals. In most cas-
es, the aid has been funded
through the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram and the federal Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief and Eco-
nomic Security Act.

“Our responsibility is to
help hungry Minnesotans,”
said Human Services Com-
missioner Jodi Harpstead.
“Right now, the need is as-
tronomical and we only
expect it to increase as the
pandemic continues. With
the support of both state
and federal funding, we are
helping ease Minnesotans’
burdens during a difficult
time.”

SNAP ensures that peo-
ple have resources to buy
food, and that grocery
stores and farmers markets
have customers, even as the
economy hurts during this
pandemic. Food shelves,
and food banks help fill in
the gaps.

Many Minnesotans may
be applying for benefits for
the first time during this
pandemic. DHS’ SNAP Out-
reach providers can assist
with SNAP applications by
providing one-on-one assis-
tance as well as helping in-
dividuals understand their
SNAP benefits. Use this list
of SNAP outreach provid-
ers for assistance.

Families and individ-
uals in need of additional
food support can find links
to resources on the depart-
ment’s website at mn.gov/
dhs/food-emergency/ or by
calling the Food Helpline at
1-888-711-1151. Families with
immediate needs replacing
their child’s school meals
should contact their child’s
school to learn about avail-
able options.

Since the pandemic be-
gan, hungry Minnesotans
have been able to take ad-
vantage of extra SNAP ben-
efits, including for families
of 267,000 school children
who would have received
free or reduced-price lunch-
es but did not due to school
closures; a texting pilot in
multiple languages to get
the word out to as many
families as possible; and the
chance to purchase food on-

line at Walmart or Amazon
using their Electronic Bene-
fit Transfer (EBT) cards.

“Hunger is — and always
has been - a health issue,”
Harpstead said. “When peo-
ple cannot get enough nu-
tritious food, their health
suffers. Low or no wages,
difficulty travelling to get
food, high housing costs and
isolation for many seniors
and people with disabilities
puts an added strain on fam-
ilies’ food budgets and exac-
erbates health concerns. All
of those problems are now
amplified with COVID-19.”

This month, the depart-
ment issued $12 million in
CARES Act funding through
the Minnesota COVID Food
Fund Grant to 240 tribal
governments, nonprofit
agencies or local units of
government that provide
food and other items for
food shelves throughout the
state.

The USDA recently ap-
proved November Emergen-
cy SNAP benefits, which the
department is issuing in
December.

Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance (SNAP)

o Tri-County Commu-
nity Action Partnership
(TCCAP)Geographic Area
Served: Crow Wing, Mor-
rison and Todd counties.
Contact:Danette Ringwels-
ki, Community Services Di-
rectordanette.ringwelski@
tccaction.com, 320-232-7850

o MAHUBE-OTWA Com-
munity Action Partnership.
Population Served:Low
income residents with an
emphasis on the senior pop-
ulation. Geographic Area
Served:Becker, Hubbard,
Mahnomen, Otter Tail and
Wadena counties. Contact:
Lynn Nesland, Stabiliza-
tion Services Managerl-
nesland@mahube.org, 218-
632-3600

o Lutheran Social Ser-
vice of Minnesota — Moor-
head Population Served:
Minnesota seniors, ages
60 and older and their
spouses (regardless of age)
Geographic Area Served:
Counties of Kittson, Ro-
seau, Marshall, Red Lake,
Pennington, Polk, Norman,
Lake of the Woods, Beltra-
mi, Clearwater, Hubbard,
Mahnomen, Cass, Crow
Wing, Todd, Wadena, Mor-
rison, Kandiyohi, Meeker,
McLeod, Renville, Lincoln,
Lyon, Redwood, Pipestone,
Murray, Cottonwood, Rock,
Nobles, Jackson, Sibley,
Nicollet, LeSueur, Brown,
Blue Earth, Watonwan,
Waseca, Martin and Fari-
bault. Contact: Kristin
Schurrer, Senior Program
Directorkristin.schurrer@
Issmn.org, 612-237-3025
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‘Cheery three’ songbirdS MMFCU hosting meeting to
brighten a dull season

We tend to forget from
one year to the next just
how sudden is the transi-
tion from summer greens
and fall colors to the som-
ber landscape of autumn
and winter. Maples, aspen,
and birch show us a riot of
reds, oranges, and golds, but
wind, rain, and early snow
soon put those bright colors
under our feet. We can be
philosophical about it, but
that doesn’t alter the fact
that we face a months-long
color palette of browns and
grays, broken only by the
green of an occasional pine,
spruce, or cedar, against a
backdrop
of snow.

When
this tran-
sition ar-
rives, and
before the [
outdoor [
fun of
ice fish- g
ing, cross [
country 8
skiing,
and snow-
mobiling E
are viable
options, Mike Rahn
good cheer Q=
is at a premium. That’s true
in even a normal year. But
as anyone who has not been
living under a rock knows,
this has been anything but
a normal year, with the
coronavirus pandemic rad-
ically altering our ability
to socialize and entertain
ourselves. To find cheer, in
other words.

But cheer can come from
unexpected places. One of
the places I find it during
this time of seasonal limbo
is in the backyard wildlife
that is no farther away than
the world just beyond my
windows. Songbirds, gray
and red squirrels, cotton-
tail rabbits, even an occa-
sional treetop-skimming
eagle—at least, while the
lake is still open—offer a
diversion as we accustom
ourselves to the bare land-
scape and await the fun that
will come later.

Among the most cheer-
ing are several songbirds
that I begin to notice more
now. They’ve been here
all along, but have been
overshadowed by the abun-
dance and color of summer
bird life. They’re like pe-
destrians that go unnoticed
when the sidewalk is crowd-

- o -
Inside the
Outdoors

1-866-482-1031

ed, but stand out when it’s
nearly deserted.

In plumage they’re
subtle, not gaudy. Each is
a member of a different
branch on the avian evo-
lutionary tree, but share
habits that enable them to
endure our harsh Minneso-
ta winters while other song-
birds must fly hundreds—
even thousands—of miles
to climates where they can
survive. These cheerful avi-
an residents are the chicka-
dee, the nuthatch, and the
junco.

The black-capped chick-
adee is the most animated
and visible, with a curiosity
and confidence that make it
far more tolerant of human
contact than most other
birds. It is small—smaller
than our sparrows—and
easily the most vocal of
these three, eager to an-
nounce its presence with
its trademark “chick-a-dee-
dee-dee-dee” greeting. Be-
sides a winter diet that re-
lies heavily on insect eggs
and larvae found in crev-
ices of tree bark and other
nooks and crannies, the
chickadee is an eager and
regular diner at backyard
bird feeders. It is a chick-
adee ritual to alight on a
feeder, pluck a sunflower
seed from it and return to
a nearby branch, there to
work diligently to open the
tough shell for the nutri-
ent-packed nutmeat inside.

Our black-capped chick-
adee has a northern cous-
in, the boreal chickadee;
boreal meaning of the high
latitude forests, a bird un-
likely to show up at our
feeders. It is typically found
in the dense spruce forests
of Canada and northern
border regions of the U.S.
It is the shy cousin to the
black-capped chickadee’s
outgoing, on-stage presence,
preferring interior conifer
branches where it is easily
overlooked.

The nuthatch is actu-
ally two subspecies, the
larger—sparrow-size—
white-breasted nuthatch,
and the slightly smaller
red-breasted nuthatch.
Both share the unusual
feeding habit of work-
ing their way down a tree
trunk—head-first—in their
quest to find slumbering in-
sects, larvae, or eggs. The
white-breasted nuthatch is
said to be the more likely of

Mixed Fruit Medley
WAS $29:99
NOW ONLY

, .

Visit PittmanDavis.com/MN186

Only $19.99 (reg. $29:99), plus FREE Shipping * Satisfaction completely guaranteed.
Order by December 17, 2020 for GUARANTEED Christmas de].lvery IC: PNVH-N186 Wﬂ”@’v’m‘*

* Free standard shipping to the 48 contiguous states.

Prepare for
power outages
with a Generac

home standby
generator

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME

ASSESSMENT TODAY!

855-984-8982

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

GENERAC

Offer valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

*Terms & Conditions Apply

ORDER NOW! 1.844.331.1614 ask for 66762CCP
www.OmahaSteaks.com/dinner96

THE BUTCHER’S DELUXE PACKAGE
4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins

4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops

4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 Ib. pkg.)

8 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers

8 (3 0z.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks

8 (3.8 oz.) Individual Scalloped Potatoes

8 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets

Steak Seasonmg (1oz)

$298:87" s
INTRODUCTURY PRICE $129.99

parately

FREE PORK CHOPS & CHICKEN BREASTS
when you buy this package today!

*Savings shown over aggregated single
item base price. Standard S&H applies.
©2020 Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 1/31/21

the two to show up at your
bird feeder, taking suet or
seeds to supplement their
natural forage.

Red-breasted nuthatches
are more seed-dependent
than their larger relative,
and are generally the more
northerly nesting of the
two, tending to show up at
points farther south only
when the crop of conifer
seeds is deficient. Both
birds are plumed blue-gray
on their upper parts, with
their breast feathers match-
ing their respective names,
white on the larger bird and
a rusty red on its smaller
relative. The vocals of both
birds are similar, described
as a nasal-sounding “yank,
yank,” or “amp, amp.”

Even before the fall mi-
gration of the warblers,
the robins, orioles and oth-
ers, slate-colored juncos
have appeared, often seen
scratching in the leaves and
grass for seeds and insects.
This ground feeding habit
persists in winter, when
juncos pick seeds from be-
low backyard feeders that
have fallen to the ground as
other birds feed above.

The junco is spar-
row-like in shape, but
smaller, with slate-gray
upper feathers—thus the

“slate-colored”—and whit-

ish-gray underparts. It was
once thought that there
were several species across
the United States, with
such plumage variations
as black heads, rusty flanks,
or white wings. But since
they all interbreed where
their ranges overlap, to-
day’s bird experts have con-
cluded they are one species,
and have decided on the
name dark-eyed junco as a
compromise. Most that we
see in the Midwest are of
slate-colored plumage, so
we can be excused for being
old-fashioned and calling
them that.

By any name, these
pre-winter visitors help
keep our spirits up as we ac-
custom ourselves to the re-
ality of a long winter ahead,
and await the pastimes that
make it more tolerable.
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detect and prevent senior fraud

Mid Minnesota Federal
Credit Union is sponsoring
afree seminar, Senior Fraud
Prevention: Stopping Scams

and Staying Safe, on Tues-

day, Dec. 8, 11 a.m.-noon.
The meeting will be held

online on Zoom, pre-regis-
tration is required at www.
mmfcu.org/eservices/up-

coming-events.

Seniors can learn how

to recognize the most com-

mon forms of fraud and
the tactics aimed at seniors
and others from experts at
Lutheran Social Services,
a partner of Mid Minneso-
ta Federal Credit Union’s
in providing financial ed-
ucation for your financial
well-being. There will be

Region Five
holding volunteer
driver forums

A free series of virtual forums, Minnesota’s Road to
Volunteer Drivers, begins this month to share information
and support for volunteer drivers in Minnesota. Volunteer
drivers are a critical resource in meeting the transporta-
tion needs of many Minnesotans without other practical

options.

This virtual forum series is convened and sponsored by
the Minnesota Council on Transportation Access in part-
nership with the Minnesota Volunteer Driver Coalition
and will bring together volunteer driver program adminis-
trators, volunteer drivers, riders, funders, transportation
policy advocates and transportation stakeholders.

All Minnesota’s Road to Volunteer Drivers’ forums are
offered at no cost via Zoom. Registration is required and
you need to only register once to attend all the forums.

Detailed information on each session will also be posted
several weeks in prior to the forum.

o Nov. 18, 2020: Current State and a Look into the Future

of Volunteer Drivers

o Dec. 9, 2020: Policy Issues and Real Life Stories
o Jan. 20, 2021: Volunteer Driver Recruitment and Pro-

motion

o Feb. 17, 2021: How to Start a Volunteer Driver Program
o March 17, 2021: Person-centered Practices & Disability
Etiquette for Volunteer Drivers and Cultural Diversity &

Equity Training

o April 21, 2021: Trauma-informed Care Training and
Providing Community Education About People Who Are

Deaf and Hard of Hearing

o May 19, 2021: Best Practices for Volunteer Driver Pro-
grams — Safety, Security, Crisis, Medical, Passenger, Resil-

iency & Boundary Issues

The forums include closed captioning, ASL interpreta-
tion, and will be recorded for future access.

Region Five Development Commission is the facilitator
for the Regional Transportation Coordinating Council in
Region 5, working in partnership with MCOTA. If you
have questions or need a place to access the internet to
participate in this training, contact Matt Kallroos at 763-
486-8637 or mkallroos@regionfive.org. Questions about
this virtual form can also be directed to Arlene Mathison
at (612) 624-3646 or mathi032@umn.edu.

tips on how to respond as-
sertively to the pressures of
phone and online con art-
ists, and know where and
how to report fraud. This
information is essential
for older adults and their
loved ones, but valuable for
all ages. There is no cost to
join the Zoom meeting, but
pre-registration is required.

Staples-Motley
school board
work session;
Truth in
Taxation

The Staples-Motley
School Board will hold a
work session Monday, Dec.
7 at 6:00 p.m. at the Dis-
trict Office, 905 4th St. NE,
Staples. This includes the
Truth in Taxation Levy and
Budget.

Also on the agenda will
be the results of the Com-
munity Survey by Morris
Leatherman Company and
facilities update by ICS
Consulting.

Upcoming dates and
meetings include:

Mon., Dec. 21: Regular
Board meeting, 6 p.m. Dis-
trict Office

Fri., Dec. 25: Christmas
break; school offices closed

Mon., Jan. 4, 2021:
School resumes. School
Board Organizational meet-
ing, 6 p.m. District Office.
Elect Officers; set the 2021
board meeting schedule, etc.
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Granite Memorial
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I can help!

Diane M.
Hahn

26 years serving
our area!

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685
or 218-640-2341

o, Community Chistmas
Music Release

Digital recordings featuring choral music by
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featuring past Community Christmas Concerts and more.
Access the link through the Staples Area Men’s Chorus

website or find it on their YouTube channel.

www.staplesmen.org
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able voucher.

Mainstream Voucher Program
--Todd County HRA--

The Mainstream Voucher Program provides rent-
al assistance for non-elderly (18-61), low-income families
with at least one disabled family member. The program
also encourages partnerships with health and human
service agencies to coordinate voluntary services and
supports to enable individuals to live independently in
the community. Rental assistance is based on 40 percent
(%) of your income or lower.

The waiting list for this program is currently
open and there are available vouchers that can be
issued on a first come first served basis if you meet
the below eligibility requirements. All applications
received after the vouchers have been filled will
then be kept on the waiting list for the next avail-

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

» Must meet Housing Choice Voucher (HCV)
program eligibility requirements.

- Families that include at least one person
with a disability between the ages of 18-61
 Applicants must be registered
on the HCV waiting list.

Call 320-594-6388 to request an application
be mailed to you or contact the Todd County HRA
at toddcountyhra@yahoo.com to have one emailed or

postal mailed out to you; or you can pick one up from
the bulletin board in the entry way at:
300 Linden Ave S, Browerville MN.

If you or anyone in your family is a person with dis-
abilities and you require a specific accommodation in
order to fully utilize our program’s services, please use
the above information to contact us.

w48-49¢
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Thelma Edin

Thelma Ann Edin, 86,
of Cushing and formerly
of Staples passed away
November 20, 2020 under
the loving and gentle care
of A Daughter’s Love Care
Home and St. Croix Hospice.

A Celebration of Life
memorial was held Nov. 28
at the Lincoln Evangelical
Free Church in Lincoln
with Pastor Donald Reigs-
tad officiating and Pastor
Dan Crocker singing.

Thelma was born June
26, 1934, in Wadena to Louis
and Ella Odland. She grad-
uated from Wadena High
School and earned a degree
from Ancker Hospital
School in St. Paul as a Reg-
istered Nurse. Thelma mar-
ried Kenneth James Edin on
May 12, 1956, at the Imman-
uel Lutheran Church in
Wadena. They worked for
a year in the Twin Cities
before moving to the farm
in Thomastown Township.
Thelma worked many years
at the Staples hospital
which became Lakewood
Health System and several
years at the Bertha Hospital.
She especially liked deliv-
ering babies and seemed to
be able to remember every
baby she helped deliver.

Thelma was very good
at cooking, canning and
sewing more out of neces-
sity than pleasure. Sat-
urday became doughnut
and cinnamon roll day at
Grandma’s house and few
grandchildren ever missed
it. She took up decorating
cakes and used her talents
to decorate cookies as well.
She made goodie baskets
for widowed people and
Ken delivered them all over.
She enjoyed Bible Study
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Fellowship (BSF) where
she led several Bible stud-
ies and helped with events
at church. Her true joy was
her grandchildren and later
great-grandchildren. She
knew each one and had a
way to make them feel spe-
cial. Thelma’s ability to
calm little ones was a spe-
cial talent.

Thelma is survived by
four sons, Michael (Bonny)
of Angle Inlet, Marcus
(Kim) of Staples, Randal
(Sheila) of Staples, Thomas
(Tina) of Staples; three
daughters, Michele (Mau-
rice) Zwack of Casselton,
ND, Renee (Dan) Harding of
Kilgore, TX and Jan Fitzer
of Excelsior; 24 grandchil-
dren and 15 great-grand-
children.

Thelma was preceded
in death by her husband,
Kenneth; parents; one son,
Ronald Douglas; sister and
brother-in-law, Rachel (Al)
Hamm; one brother Nels
and four grandchildren.

Arrangements by the
Schuller Family Funeral
Homes & Cremation Ser-
vices, Wadena (www.Schul-
lerFamilyFH.com).
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Wesley Johnson

Wesley E. Johnson, 89,
of Motley, stepped into the
presence of Jesus and eter-
nal glory November 25, 2020.

Funeral services were
held Nov. 29 at Lincoln
Evangelical Free Church
with Reverend Don Reigs-
tad officiating.

Burial will be in the
spring in Crystal.

Wesley Earl Johnson was
born to Evelyn (Ekgren)
and Earl Johnson, in Min-
neapolis on June 21, 1931.
He grew up in the north-
west suburbs of Minneapo-
lis and throughout his teen
years, pursued interests in
boxing, fishing, music and
worked at a local National
Tea Food Store. He attended
Robbinsdale High School,
graduating with the class of
1949. He then attended the
University of Minnesota,
first planning to pursue a
Pre-Medicine degree. He
transferred to Northwest-
ern College, located then
in Minneapolis, gradu-
ating with his degree in
Bible in 1954, having been
called to serve Jesus. He
had accepted Jesus as his
Savior in college and served
as a Minister of the Gospel
since the 1950’s.

He was united in mar-
riage to Carol Sandberg on
June 28, 1952 in Minneapo-
lis. He and Carol moved to
Chicago as he started sem-
inary at Trinity Evangeli-
cal Divinity School. Their
son, Larry was born, in
1956. Wes received his Mas-
ters of Divinity degree in
1957. From 1956-1959 Wes
was Youth Pastor at First
Evangelical Free Church of
Chicago. Their son, Rick,
was born in Chicago in
1959. From 1959-1963 Wes
served as pastor of Calvary
Evangelical Free Church in
Rochester. From 1963-1968
Wes served as pastor of
Thief River Falls Evangel-
ical Free Church. In 1967,
while there, their daughter
Tammy was born. From
1968-1977 the family lived in
Valparaiso, Indiana as Wes
served as pastor of Liberty
Bible Church of Chesterton.
In 1977 Wes was called to be
the Superintendent of the
Great Lakes District of the
Evangelical Free Church of
America.In 1985 he received
his Doctorate of Ministry
degree from Trinity Evan-
gelical Divinity School. He
served as District Superin-
tendent until 1995, moving

to Crystal Lake, IL and
later back to Porter, IN. In
1995, he took the position
of Assistant to the Pres-
ident of the Evangelical
Free Church of America,
and moved to Apple Valley.
In 2006 he and Carol fully
retired, moving to Motley
and being involved at Lin-
coln Evangelical Free
Church of Cushing.

Throughout his adult
years, he still loved music,
reading, travel, woodwork-
ing, painting but most of all
his Savior and family and
friends brought him great-
est joy. He authored two
books, “The Right Pastor”
and “Pathways and Ponder-
ings”.

In early 2020, with declin-
ing health, Wes moved to
the Lakewood Care Center,
Staples and was lovingly
cared for there through his
last day.

He is survived by Carol,
his wife of 68 years; two
sons, Larry (Lois) John-
son of Motley and Rick
(Jan) Johnson of Kalispell,
MT; one daughter, Tammy
(Brian Teyema) VanDix-
horn of Ingleside, IL; one
sister, Marie (Vic) Hauck
of Ramsey; nine grandchil-
dren, Lisa (Charlie) Ander-
son and Kimberly (Charlie)
Carlson, Sarah Johnson
and Rachel Johnson, Katie
VanDixhorn, Matthew Van-
Dixhorn, Alison (Gerrit
Immink) VanDixhorn,
Ashley (Jay) Williams and
Whitney VanDixhorn;
13 great-grandchildren,
Dayton, Camden, Ashton,
Waylen and Hazel Ander-
son, Eli and Owen Carlson,
Maia, Noah and Judah
Johnson Mendoza, Asher
Dahmm and Sage and Scout
Williams.

Arrangements by Brenny
Family Funeral Chapel, Sta-
ples, www.brenny.com.
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Melvin Nefstead

Melvin John Nefstead,
Jr., 82, of Baxter, transi-
tioned to his heavenly home
November 18, 2020, follow-
ing a brief hospitalization
at Lakewood Health System
to treat complications of
COVID-19 and Parkinson’s
Disease.

A private family memo-
rial service was held (via
Zoom), with plans for a
Celebration of Mel’s Life
service to be held spring/
summer of 2021.

Mel was born on April 20,
1938 to Agnes (Garlie) Nef-
stead and Melvin Nefstead,
Sr., in West Allis, Wiscon-
sin. He attended school in
West Allis, graduating from
high school in 1955. Follow-
ing graduation, he entered
an apprenticeship as a Tool
and Die Maker. He married
Sonja (Nelson) Nefstead, on
September 15, 1962 and they
moved to Staples, where
Mel had a long and robust
career in vocational edu-
cation - serving as teacher,
shop instructor, Financial
Aid Director, Special Needs
Tutor and Tribal College
liaison at the Staples Area
Vocational Technical Insti-
tute (SAVTI), now Central
Lakes College. While work-
ing at SAVTI, he earned a
degree in vocational edu-
cation from Bemidji State
University.

Throughout his life, Mel
(also known as Brotz) was
consistently committed to
being of service to others,
which included involve-
ment in community and
civic organizations, the
Lutheran Church, athlet-
ics, education and health-
care - and his life of service
inspired many. Mel loved,
and was loved, by his family:
and for Mel, his “family”
extended beyond notions
of biological or nuclear
family to include many
others - including, particu-
larly, former students and
‘swimmers’.

Mel had a life-long “call
to ministry” which he lived
out in many ways - within
and outside church organi-
zations. Most significantly,
he was active for decades
at Faith Lutheran Church
in Staples, where he served
in such roles as Congrega-
tional President, Sunday
School teacher and custo-
dian. In his retirement, he
became Lay Pastor for Swan
Valley (Leader) and Maple
Hill (Pine River) ELCA
Lutheran Churches, and he
contributed to Luther Sem-
inary’s program to support
future leaders. In recent
years, he was a member
of Lord of Life Lutheran
Church, Baxter, he partic-
ipated in, and helped lead
Bible studies and devo-
tionals at Excelsior Place,
Baxter/Brainerd. He was
involved, for many years,
in the Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes. Several years
ago, he participated in mis-
sion trips to Haiti and Hon-
duras. These experiences
moved and inspired him:
the realities of poverty and
he sought ways to address
hunger. He was, in addition,
inspired by the faithfulness,
joy and love in the people
he met in the communities
that he travelled to serve.

Mel was involved in a
range of community and
civic organizations. He

was honored to serve for 28
years as the Board Chair of
Staples Lakewood Hospital
Board; he served, for a time,
as Executive Director of the
Staples/Motley Chamber of
Commerce; he loved singing
with the Staples Area Men’s
Chorus and in the choir of
Faith Lutheran Church in
Staples and he was an active
member of the Jaycees and
Rotary International. In
recent years, he volunteered
with hospice and during
this time, he also began to
prepare, intentionally and
faithfully, for his own dying
process. Mel also served in
other local, regional and
statewide committees and
board positions focused on

healthcare, safety and edu-

cation.

Mel delighted in athlet-

ics and in various positions
as coach, including men’s
basketball at the Staples
AVTI, a community softball

program in Staples, Assis-

tant Athletic Director at
Staples High School and as
a manager of the summer

swim program at the Uni-

versity of Nebraska. One of
his greatest joys was being
head coach for the Staples
Motley High School Swim
Team. He was proud of ALL

swimmers and he felt a par-

ticular joy in coaching four
Minnesota State Swimming

champions. Mel also pro-

claimed himself as one of
the most dedicated Green
Bay Packer fans in all of
Minnesota. Later in life, he
spent birthdays biking his
age in miles - a memorable
celebration was biking 75
miles on his 75th birthday.
Mel is survived by his
wife of 58 years, “the love
of his life”, Sonja; two
daughters, Darcey (Phil)
Larsen and Kari (Scott)
Christiansen; one son, Eric
(David Priest) Nefstead; one
sister, Bev (Bruce) Nelsen;
sister-in-law, Pat (Ronnie)

Nefstead; five grandchil-

dren, Matthew, Andrew
and John Larsen, Annika
and Erika Christiansen;
sister-in-law, Lola (Samuel)
Grafstrom; brother-in-law,
David (Brenda) Nelson; 14
nieces and nephews, Lee,
Leslie, Robyn, Dean, Jerel,
Matthew, Karl, Sarah, Brita,
Sven, Nels, Solveig, Seth
and Sara and their families.

He was preceded in

death by his many Norwe-

gian ancestors; his parents;
one infant daughter; one
brother, Ronald; in-laws,
Henry and Svea (Karlsson)
Nelson; and his Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

For Mel, it was Jesus
life, death and resurrection
that inspired his loving and
his living and ultimately
guided him as he faced his
advancing age, illness and

’

death with faith, hope, hon-

esty and love.
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Gordon Sampson

Gordon Sampson, 84, of Motley passed away peacefully
November 26, 2020 at Sanford Hospital, Fargo.
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Bazil Wales

Bazil George Wales, 73, of Staples passed away Novem-
ber 23, 2020, at The Emeralds Nursing and Rehabilitation

Center in Grand Rapids.

Services were held Nov. 28 at the Staples Church of

Christ.

Interment was at Evergreen Hill Cemetery, Staples.

Bazil was born July 28, 1947 to Ruth Miller and Walter
Wales. He worked numerous jobs including truck driving
and selling Christmas trees. His hobbies included hunting,
fishing, doing word search and puzzles.

He is survived by his wife, Rose (Verbeck) Wales of Sta-
ples; one brother, John (Barb) Wales of Park Rapids; one
sister, Bert (Mike) Campbell of the Twin Cities; numerous
nieces and nephews and great-nieces and nephews and

special friend, Cal.

A special thank you to the nurses at The Emeralds in

Grand Rapids.

Arrangements were by Brenny Family Funeral Chapel,

Staples.
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Angeline (Angie) Gill-
son, 70, of Pillager, passed
away at her home Novem-
ber 24, 2020.

Services were held Dec. 1
at Casino Assembly of God
Church.

Interment was at Wild-
wood Cemetery, Pillager.

Angie was born February
3, 1950 to the J. Wesley and
Joyce Carlson in Brainerd.
She grew up in the Pillager
area and graduated from
Pillager High School in 1968.
She was united in marriage
to Robert (Bob) Gillson on
September 6, 1969. Angie
lived all of her years in Pil-
lager except for four years
when the family lived in
Oregon. There she volun-
teered at Faith Christian
School where her daughters
attended. From the mid-80’s
until Angie’s retirement in
2016, she was employed as
a Personal Care Attendant
at Kingwood Good Samar-
itan Home, Bethany Good
Samaritan Home, Brainerd,
and the Brainerd State Hos-
pital until its closure in 2003.
From 2003 to her retire-
ment in 2016 she worked at
a group home for develop-
mentally disabled adults
near Staples.

Angie was a member of
Casino Assembly of God
Church. For several years
she volunteered in chil-
dren’s ministries as a pre-
school Children’s Church
teacher, as well as a substi-
tute Sunday School teacher.
In addition, Angie taught
weekly release-time classes
for Pillager Elementary
students and organized and
led a weekly Bible study at
Riverside Assisted Living
in Pillager. Angie had a ser-
vant’s heart and loved the
Lord, her church and spend-
ing time in Bible reading
and prayer. She cherished
her daughters and grand-
children, whether spend-
ing time with two of her
daughters and grandson in

Pillager or her oldest daugh-
ter and family in Colum-
bia, MD. She enjoyed many
visits with her siblings and
families, other relatives and
friends. Also dear to her
heart was her cat Muffin,
who adored only Angie.

Angie will be greatly
missed by three daughters,
Rebecca (Roger) Windschitl
of Columbia, MD, Shelly
and Amy Sofie, both of Pil-
lager; four grandchildren,
Robert, Rylan and Regan
Windschitl and Kyler Sofie;
three sisters, Shirley Hynes
of Little Falls, Marian (Dan)
Gage of Lynden, WA and
LaVonne (Brad) VanVickle
of Pillager; two brothers,
John (Kari) Carlson of
Rapid City, SD and Steven
(Jessica) Carlson of Buf-
falo; brothers-in-law Calvin
Gillson of Motley, Donald
(Sher) Gillson of Pillager,
Jerry (TJ) Gillson of Halsey,
OR; sisters-in-law Barbara
Mares and Arlene (Marlon)
Johnson, both of Staples,
and many nieces and neph-
ews.

She was preceded in
death by her beloved hus-
band in 2009 after 40 years
of marriage; parents; moth-
er-in-law and father-in-law;
brother-in-law John Hynes
and sister-in-law Carol
Houston.

Arrangments by Halvor-
son-Taylor Funeral Home,
www.halvorsontaylor.com.
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Toru Nienow, Sta-
ples-Motley High School
senior, was honored as a
recipient of a $2,000 schol-
arship from the Minnesota
Association of Townships
(MAT) at its recent annual
meeting. Torii is the daugh-
ter of Adam and Lori
Nienow who live in Scandia
Valley Township, Morrison
County.

Torii is involved in 4-H
activities, music, speech,
Knowledge Bowl, Special
Olympics volunteer and
local library volunteer.
She plans to become a
researcher in Biochemistry.

David Hann, MAT Exec-
utive Director said, “It is a
privilege for the Minnesota
Association of Townships
to assist Torii by awarding
this scholarship. Our state
and nation face many chal-
lenges and we need young
leaders like Torii to be pre-
pared to take them on. We
wish her great success in
pursuit of her educational
goals and in the future.”

The MAT scholarship
is awarded to five students
each year. This year stu-
dents wrote an essay on the
subject of ‘Township Day,’
the theme of the Minnesota
Association of Township’s
2020 Annual. Conference.
The essays needed to show
a student’s knowledge and
understanding of township
government. This year’s
winning essays appear on
the MAT website, www.
mntownships.org.
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BIRTHS REPORTED AT LAkE-
woob HeALTH SysTeEm HosPITAL
IN STAPLES INCLUDED:

Born to Amanda and
Eric Travers of Brainerd,
a baby boy, Levi Curtis
weighing eight pounds,
nine ounces on November
18, 2020.

Born to Kayla and Sam
Bloom of Little Falls, a
baby girl, Emily Joan
weighing six pounds, 10
ounces on November 19,
2020.

Born to Ashlyn Peet of
Motley a baby boy, Kamden
James, weighing eight
pounds, six ounces on
Novemb 20, 2020.

Born to Dana and Luke
Pietron of Randall a baby
girl, Mavryn Valeria,
weighing five pounds, eight
ounces on November 20,
2020.

Born to Madison Abra-
ham and David Erickson
of Pequot Lakes a baby
boy, Benjamin Andrew
weighing seven pounds, 10
ounces on November 20,
2020.

Born to Nitasha and
Cody Karst of Brainerd
a baby boy, Josiah Shane,
weighing seven pounds,
five ounces on November
21, 2020.

Born to Sara and Jon
Stainbrook of Baxter a
baby girl, Emilia Anne,
weighing nine pounds,
four ounces on November
24, 2020.

Born to Rachel and
Josh Peterson of Wadena
a baby boy, Theodore Jude,
weighing four pounds, two
ounces on Noebmer 25,
2020.

Born to Jordy and Milan
Sistad of Brainerd a baby
girl, Emma Rose, weighing
seven pounds, 14 ounces on
November 26, 2020.

Born to Kirstin and Josh
Noska of Browerville a
baby girl, Kimber Dolores,
weighing seven pounds on
November 26, 2020.
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Volleyball season ends abruptly, but Cardinals
set school records and earn winning record

The Staples-Motley volleyball team finished with an
overall record of 5-3 and 3-2 in the Mid State Conference.

The team’s last few games were postponed due to COVID-
19 protocol, and the season was then ended with the state
mandate of no youth sports for four weeks.

“We all knew going into this season that it was going to
look and feel different in many ways,” said Coach Gretchen
Bestland, “from no fans to having a limited amount of fans,
from getting to play 80 percent of our regular season games
to having one game get postponed due to a snowstorm and
two cancelled due to COVID.

“Even though it felt like a rollercoaster ride, this group
of girls from C, JV and Varsity were able to adapt to every-
thing that came their way. We tried our best as a team to
be grateful for everything that we got to do, but it was
still a hard reality that what these girls had been working
towards was done in a split second.”

Section 8A A volleyball was planning to have a playoff of
the top four teams in each subsection, and Staples-Motley
was ranked number three when the season ended, depriv-
ing them of a chance to make a run in the playoffs. The
Cardinals were scheduled to play Perham in the first round.

Stayplles L\re@ Clnuren

“One of our three losses was from Pequot Lakes, who was
a state qualifier last season. We were excited for the chance
to play Perham with the possibility if we won to have a
rematch against #1 seeded Pequot Lakes,” said Bestland.

With a promising season ended abruptly, Bestland
looked back at what the team was able to accomplish in a
short time.

“We had a great group of five seniors that will be missed.
This team was fun to watch and I just wish that more people
would have gotten the chance to see them play. We are con-
tinuing to build from a 16-11 season in 2019. We will have a
number of returning varsity players next season and our
JV and C teams were playing well and ended with a 7-1 and
5-1 record, respectfully,” said Bestland.

Among the seniors, Heidi Lombard was the starting
Libero for the past three seasons and ended just shy of 1,000
career digs with 963, which is a school record despite only
having eight games this season.

Tabetha Allen has been the starting outside and middle
hitter for the past four years. She ended with 784 Kills, a
school record, and was on pace to reach 1,000 if there had
been a complete season.

Top defender

Heidi Lombard makes one of her school record digs
during a game this season. Despite a shortened season,
Lombard finished with 963 career digs, the most on re-
cord for Staples-Motley volleyball players.
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Spike leader

Tabetha Allen rises up for a spike in a game this
season. She ended her career with a school record 784
kills, and was on pace to reach 1,000 if there had been
a complete season.

1512 8th St. NE, Staples.........218-894-2891
Associate Pastor Zach Jones

Sunday Worship........cccooeemmrreneee. 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School .............oeveereenenenns 11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

AWANA. ...coooreeveereeeeenrree 6:00 p.m.
Assembly of God

914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples........... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles
Small Groups (Bible classes
LT[V O — 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service............. 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church (Kids start in main
worship service) ... 1 am.
Prayer Meeting.. Spm.
WEDNESDAY
Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples............ 218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
Bible School (youth and adult).....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship.......cccccccccceceene 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
Teen Youth/Adults Bible Study.......7-8 p.m.

First Congregational Church,

ucc

firstcongouccstaples@gmail.com

204 5th St. NE, Staples... .. 218-894-2571
WOrShIP..ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveveeeeeeeeeeee 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship, refreshments following service

Faith Lutheran

430 12th Street. NE., Staples.....218-894-1546
Pastor: Carl Larson

Associate Pastor: Carleton Smee

Sunday Worship Service................ 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School and
Coffee Fellowship....................... 10:05 a.m.

Sacred Heart Church

310 4th St. NE, Staples

(017 T 218-894-2296

Pastor Fr. Gabriel Walz

Youth and Young Adult Ministry

Coordinator:

Monica J. Simmons...... 218-414-0081 cell/text

MASS:
Thursday and Friday..
Saturday .....
Sunday

5:00 p.m.
..... 8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples

218-894-0033
Saturday Worship ............ccccocee... 10:45 am.
Sabbath School.........oovevccccen. 9:30 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples.......... 218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
T (oA LT 1 e — 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH.........6:30 p.m.

8:30 a.m..

Sunday Divine Service .................. 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School & Bible Class.......10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples............... 218-894-2248
Pastor Greg Leslie
Sunday Worship......................... 10:30 a.m.
(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)
Sunday School (for grades K-12 and adults)
9:15-10:15 a.m.

Aldrich

Balsamlund Lutheran

19550 490th Street, Aldrich

Eric Clapp.....ooeeeoccceereeree 701-261-2394 (cell)
Sunday Worship.......coooocooeec.c..... 8:15a.m.
Sunday School ......cvveerreerrrerre. 8:30 a.m.

Cushing

Bethany Lutheran

25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN

320-749-2140

Pastor Carl Larson

Associate Pastor: Carleton Smee

www.bethanylutherancushing.org
Sunday Worship.......cccccoccc......... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School and
Coffee Fellowship...........cccccooooe... 9:30 a.m.
Pancake Breakfast..................... 11:45 a.m.
2nd Sunday, each month

Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. -
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
Community Life Pastor: Jim Brown
Associate Pastor/Youth Joe Reigstad
SUNDAY

Church Worship Gathering.......... 10:00 a.m.

10

12 p.m.

Facebook Live........... :00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ........................... 10:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Praise & Prayer .................coveeeeen. 6:30 p.m.
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes.. 20-749-2583
Sunday School . .9:30 a.m.
WOrship......occeereeveeeeveeeeseseeeeenn, 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible study ... 7:30 p.m.
Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader ... 218-397-2470

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament

Sunday Worship
January - July oo, 9 a.m.
July - January.......ooooee 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament

Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
Worship and Sunday School........ 9:00 a.m.

33 Wellwood St. E

Motley 56466...................c.e..... 218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor

Charles Mallory, Associate Pastor

Sunday Worship............. 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.

facebook live...........ooovvvvvvvrrveceneeee. 9a.m.
WEDNESDAY

Youth Group ......ooevveeee. 6:00-7:30 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley............... 218-352-6399

Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday School and Bible Class......8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship......... ..9:30 a.m.

St. Michael

1st St. and Birch, Motley............. 218-894-2296
Pastor Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
Tuesday......oooovvveereereeeeeeereeeeeeeee. 6:30 p.m,
:30 a.

United Methodist

847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley.....218-352-6466

Pastor Greg Leslie

www.motleyumc.net
Sunday Worship Service
Monday AA meeting......

Oylen

Oylen Alliance

Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore

Sunday School ...........ccooeereee 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship.............ceeeeevennnnes 11:00 a.m
Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
Sunday Worship.........cccccccceceoceeee. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School .......ovvvveeseerrrrere 8:30 a.m.
Casino Assembly of God

Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Ciy. 104.
......... 218-746-3839
.9

p... e
WEDNESDAY ......ooooooeereemennsiirineinnciee 7:00 p m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager

Pastor Jake Anderson

218-746-3768

cwrious@fbepillager.com
Worship Gathering .............c...... 10:00 a.m.
Connection Point..........ccccoossmrrrnn. 9:30 a.m.

Check with your church to be
up-to-date on
service options. Many offer

remote services.

Trinity Lutheran Motle Heuwitt
Staples 1000 4th St NE, Staples........ 218-894-2372 Y i Church of the N
Staples Alliance Rev. Robin Colling Motley Free Methodist HFCI OF NS Nazarens

114 Front Street, P.0. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028

Pastor Wayne Hoffert
Sunday School ... 9:30 a.m
Sunday Worship.. ..10:45 a.m./6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER.........ocoeeeeeeeee 7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship.......cccoeemeerree. 10:30 a.m.

United Methodist Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren

Sunday Servies..............ccocoeeeen. 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...........nnnn....... 9:30 a.m.
Verndale

Verndale Alliance

109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481

218-445-5619

Senior Pastor Tony Stanley

Heath Belknap, Pastor of Student Ministries
Sunday Worship.......cccooererrrnnc... 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses

11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church

402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568

VerndaleFLC@gmail.com

Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189

Childrens’ Pastor Kenneth Kjeldergaard
SUNDAY

Sunday School ............n.......... 8:30 a.m.
Worship Service ..

Prayer Meeting

WEDNESDAY

Night Life Groups ...................... 6:30-8 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore

Sunday Worship..........ccccococcc........ 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School ...............nncen..ee.ee. 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

Family Night............ocrrrnnens 5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St. PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship........cccooooeeeeeee.ee. 9:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study..........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeererennnnnns 6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
Sunday Worship....oooooovoceeccc.c..... 9:00.a.m.

Central United Methodist

5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)

Pastor Chuck Horsager, 218-639-4225
Sunday Worship eooe...cooouec....... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School..............cieereeeees 10:30 a.m.

Leaf River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6

Info. 218-837-5690 .. Open by arrangement

h

Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

Likely, I've written about this before. It is a life-
giving question from Scripture. | need to hear it
again and again in my own life’s story. The apostle
Paul asks in | Corinthians 4:7: “What is it that you
have than you have not received?” Think about that
for awhile. It really goes against some segments of
culture that would have us brag for what we have
accomplished, as though we do it all on our own.

Oh, there is a place to recognize people by hon-
oring what they have done; the apostle Paul says as
much in | Corinthians 12:26b.

But, it is always important for us to remember the
big picture from Whom all things come. God created
us. God grows us. God sustains us. God loves us.
God holds all things together (Colossians 1:17).
That changes everything including our perceptions
of life and who we are and who we are not.

| so appreciate whoever came up with the visual
imagery of living life with open hands (in contrast to

b

Why is Gratitude so Freeing and Life-giving?

clinching, grabbing hands). This is a grateful life that
sees living as a privilege and responsibility in con-
trast to a right and a demand. It sees every day as
the gift from God that it is. We can then see others
as the gift from God that they are, too.

Let’s look at another angle of gratitude. Even
though it is important to give with no strings at-
tached, a “thank you” is so completing to the whole
process of giving and receiving. [Ideally, we do all
things for God]. Be thankful soon and continually. |
don’t need to be thanked when | do something for
someone, but gratitude completes it in life-giving
ways. You may not need my than you, but | need to

share it in appreciation...

ultimately to God. Oh, to

hear again Psalm 24:1 that “the earth is the Lord’s
and all that it is in; the world, and all who live in it.”
As someone once said, let’s all live “the gratitude

attitude!”

]

The Staples area Church Directory is sponsored by these businesses:

J \ \ " Y a— \
Longbella Drug Store Ernie’s Food Market Staples \_Ie_termary Mid-Central Federal
"The Prescription Store" Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more Clinic Savings Bank
2nd Ave., Staples * 218-894-2242 Staples. MN 218-894-1072 "Complete Animal Care" Fully Insured to $250,000
§ Motley and Pillager AL 2Eees 1 L staples, MN 218-894-1775 | L Staples, MN 218-894-3900 |
P J \ 4
Central Building Staples World Tower Pizza Staples True Value
supplv Your community newspaper since 1890 Pizza. Pasta. Salads. Sandwiches “Just Ask Rental”
Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN 224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN Sta] les I\}IN 21 8:894-3299 Open 7 days a week.
N 218-894-3794 p N 218-894-1112 A K ples, p § Staples, MN 218-894-3263 p

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

z To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, call 218-894-1112 for Jan or email:
8 jwinter@staplesworld.com. As usual continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message to: jwinter@staplesworld.com




8 a Staples World

Thankyou for your order!

Please mail completed form and check payment to:
Staples World, Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

SERVICES &
EMPLOYMENT

205

Help Wanted
DON & DAVE'S STORE:
Part-time cashier, 30-35 hrs.,
two weeks. Must be 21-years-
old. 218-894-2014. 48-50p

2R6€EP

MCAN

CENTRAL TODD COUMNTY

Care Cenfer

Certified Nursing Assistants

We are in search for someone who is looking
for a rewarding job in the Nursing field.
Evening and Night shifts now available for CNAs.
Must be a TEAM player and possess a special interest in
working with Long Term Care residents, families and visitors.
CTCCC offers a wide variety of benefits
and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
Contact Amanda Rickbeil, arickbeil@ctcccinc.com
or call 218-756-3636 ext. 12
Pick up an application in the Business Office,
Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
or after hours at the Nurse’s Station.
CEeNTRAL Tobpb CouNTy CARE CENTER IS LOCATED IN CLARISSA, MN.

208
Storage
209

FOR RENT

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551

6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

Wednesday, December 2, 2020

Business

Services
Your major appliance
parts source. Parts for all
major brands. One day ser-
vice, Staples True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
26tfc

312

Christmas Trees
CHRISTMAS TREE
FARM: Open daily, 2-1/2 mi.
north of Verndale and 1 mi.
west on Cty. Rd. 4. ALSO:
Guitar lessons. 218-631-4009
or 218-639-6331. 48-50p

WANTED TO
Buy

501

Miscellaneous
DEER HIDES: Trade for
knives/gloves; register to
win 22 rifle. 218-639-2822.
47-50p

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network =%

Classified Advertising
that is

Easy'

FED AD NeTworx

T STATERNE T
CLASSIFIEDS

The Io! Mhwark 5 1 pogram B WL, oo I9G-075- 29010

Statewine absony $279 ] miscitantous  JI__ misceancous |

TIMESHARE
CANCELLATION EXPERTS
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to get rid of
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews. Call 833/619-1117

AT&T WIRELESS
Two great new offers! Ask how to get
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One offer.
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck or boat to Heritage For The
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

DIRECTV
Every live football game, every Sunday
- anywhere - on your favorite device.
Restrictions apply. Call IVS 877/350-0094

DISH NETWORK $59.99
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast internet
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
get a free $100 Visa gift card. Free voice
remote. Free HD DVR. Free streaming
on all devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

ENJOY 100%

GUARANTEED
delivered to-the-door Omaha Steaks! Get
4 free Pork Chops and 4 free chicken
breasts. Order the Omaha Steaks Clas-
sic - only $129.99. Call 844/331-1614
and use code 66762CCP or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/dinner96

REAL ESTATE

602
Apartments

for Rent
STAPLES: Downtown,
1 - 2 bdrm., recently remod-
eled, NO pets, non smoking,
218-894-3108. 6tfc

COZY 2 bdrm., great
location, welcome: 520-249-
0152. 29tfc

EASTIWOOD

APARTMENTS
in Motley MN.
is now accepting
applications for FUTURE
2-3 bedroom apartments
Laundry facilities
available on site.
garage included with
apartment. Al utilities paid.
Applications are available at:

956 Hwy 10 S., Motley

For information and
qualifications
'@' contact Nicole at
218-751-6881

An Equal Housing Opportunity

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
218-296-5031 p=m
Under new ownership H

We are accepting
applications for 2 and 3
bedroom townhomes in

Staples, a community
you can get attached to.
Rent based on income.

Now professionally

managed by

% BRUTGER

GUITIES, ING
Income guidelines apply.

] C(lassified Ad Order Form [
| I
j Name Phone I
I Address |
I |
ICity State Zip I
| Ulassification # I
| Cost of Ad I
| First 15 words for one week 985
| Add for number of words over 15 X25¢- I
1 OR First 15 words for three weeks §500
| Add for number of words over 15 X25¢- I
| Add $5 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED I
indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized
1 Add $10 for Blind Box I
I TOTAL enclosed |
| |
I ‘Card of Thanks’and "In Memoriam’ are 20¢ per word with no mini- |
J mum. Number of words X20¢- I
I TOTAL enclosed I
I Please check your ad the first day. [
]  Refunds or credit will not be given for errorsbrought [
I to our attention after the second publication. I
I We are not responsible for errors due to
illegible copy or missing punctuation. I
I 1
I Your ad will be printed as you write it. '
i Please print clearly, one word per space. l
|
I |
| I
| |
I |
I |
| Use additional paper ]
if necessary.
i I
| |
[ o
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SIERVICIE IDIIRIBCITOIRY

GIZA
(i

Electrical Services for
+Residential
«Commercial

G Payr, DRAKE
TREE SERVICE

eGeneral eLot Clearing
*Storm Damage Clean Up

Plumbing-Heating-A/C, LLC
Clayton Hageman

Industrial

218-296-2461 EATING

2 of
% 06 9"

i eStump Grinding *Brushing
= 55 ft. Bucket Truck 21 8 - 8 3 1 - 8 72 0 Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 - Mike Rollins 218-296-2461 * ElIEL,i'IAf\I?\IlgG
| H hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com .
21 8-894'287 1 24 “““r Emergencv ser“Ice Licensed, Bonded & Insured - Over 30 years experience

« AIR CONDITIONING

« GEOTHERMAL

o NEW CONSTRUCTION
« REMODEL

« SERVICE

Small Engine Repair

Authorized
Stihl, MTD, Murray, Scag,

Briggs & Stratton, Poulan

SERVICING ALL BRANDS
Sharpen Mower Blades
Sharpen Saw Chains,
Small Engine Repair + more

LPS.

Long Prairie Sanitation

I"I.‘I‘EWOOd

Sales-Service-Repair SERVICE HOURS [N MN LIC. #PC644417
Staples Ace Hardware i R By the bundle NN 772ce Y alue. 218-894-2284
218-894-1080 218-631-3101 888-878-5578 or l';yfthet Iruclt(}lload. 205 Warner Rd  218.894.3263 WWW.CALLGIZA.COM
oot lengins

or processed

Enberg
| |Logging

218-352-6175

Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service
218-515-2222

Septic System Installation
«Camera Inspection, Tank
Pumping and Cleaning

=N
Tl ::-aﬂskm S
218-575-2222

£838-0581 £894-0151

RESIDENTIAL AMD LIGHT COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

MN State Certified

6685 330th St.,

«LOCAL SERVICE! «LOCAL PRICING!

Serving - Staples - Motley - Pillager

TN D
BRI
b el

218-296-2835

crazycratesdyouiigmail.com

Cushing, MN. 56443

Sellnow

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

88

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

%7 THRIVENT °
Bl Maolr O, REPY o Jason R. Sellnow
= S = ETHICAL sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com
] o3| COMPANIES' 218-894-4618 « 133 4th St. NE, Staples
2 ' —_— 229 Central Ave., Long Prairie
et abvast ot mostar I L 320-732-1919 - Toll free: 877-297-1125
i *Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified
e i Cmponi s NSt e et o Ao by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

« Probate and Trusts

Hf
5
g

« Estate Planning « Family Law

+ Real Estate + Business Law
«Title Insurance « Elder Law

« Personal Injury + Auto Accidents

| www.sellnowlaw.com |

CONYTIRUCTTION

- —

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC [T"
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS \

-FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION ;
*COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

Site Prep ¢ Basements ® Waterlines ¢ Driveways ¢ Landscaping ¢ Black ol
Dirt » Gravel ¢ Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits e Fill Dirt

b 3

Clearing & Grading e Ditch Cleaning  Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential “'sé"sgﬂ L4
Andy Statema ©320-594-2912 ¢ 320-594-6347 'ﬂ"i"ﬂfv.ﬂ
_——
PHB 27478727 l- ) :/_; ,‘ PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU!
Excavating . gﬁg ;553307 l l L= Staples, MN 56479 o
inec. Licensed / Bonded / Insured “: COMSTRUCTIONM LLc 218-894-3105 4958

Asphalt Paving « Seal Coating « Excavating « Driveways
Roads « Parking Lots e Site Prep « Gravel « Rock « Black Dirt
Fill « Peat « Ponds « Demolition « Hauling « Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

Septics * Waterlines * Trenching * Basements * Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation * Backhoe & Skid Loader Work
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming * Custom Pressure Washing

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. ¢ Snow Plowing & Removal

SW 2020 changed wk #39

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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Todd County Board of Commissioners

(o

MINUTES OF THE
MEETING OF THE
TODD COUNTY BOARD
OF COMMISSIONERS
Oct. 20, 2020

Call to Order

The Todd County Board
of Commissioners met in
the Commaissioner’s Board
Room in the City of Long
Prairie, MN on the 20th
day of October, 2020 at 9:00
a.m. The meeting was called
to order by Chairperson
Kircher. The meeting was
opened with the Pledge of
Allegiance. All Commis-
sioners were present.

Approval of Agenda

On motion by Becker
and seconded by Kneisl, the
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To approve the
agenda as presented.

Consent Agenda

On motion by Neumann
and seconded by Erickson,
the following motions and
resolution were introduced
and adopted by unanimous
vote:

To approve the Todd
County Board of Commis-
sioner’s Meeting Minutes
for October 6, 2020 as pre-
sented.

To accept the resigna-
tion of Dennis Lyon, Equip-
ment Operator effective
11/30/2020.

To approve the retire-
ment of Dawn Kreidler, El-
igibility Worker effective
11/30/2020.

GAMBLING PERMIT -
IVY’S LEGACY
FOUNDATION, INC.

WHEREAS, the Todd
County Board of Commis-
sioners are establishing
their approval for a Gam-
bling Permit for the Ivy’s
Legacy Foundation, Inc.
through this resolution;

NOW, THEREFORE BE
IT RESOLVED, that the
Todd County Board of Com-
missioners approve a Gam-
bling Permit for the Ivy’s
Legacy Foundation, Inc.
to hold a raffle event at the
Howard and Katherine Mar-
thaler property in Kandota
Township at the address
10098 County 11, Sauk Cen-
tre, MN on January 16, 2021.

To approve a 1-Day Tem-
porary On Sale Liquor Li-
cense for the Ivy’s Legacy
Foundation, Inc. for Janu-
ary 16, 2021 at 10098 County
11, Sauk Centre, MN.

To approve an On Sale,
Off Sale and Sunday Liquor
License for Thunder Lodge,
Inc at the address of 22056
US 71, Long Prairie, MN
in Long Prairie Township
effective December 1, 2020

through March 31, 2021.
Auditor-Treasurer
On motion by Erickson

and seconded by Becker, the

following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous Roll Call vote: To
approve the Commissioner

Warrants number (ACH)

400857 through 400892 in

the amount of $41,516.39

and (Regular) 54008 through

54062 in the amount of

$127,148.37 for a total of

$168,664.76.

On motion by Neumann
and seconded by Kneisl,
the following motion was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous Roll Call vote:
To approve the Health & Hu-
man Services Commission-
er Warrants number (ACH)
801056 through 801126 and
(Regular) 707149 through
707208 for a total amount of
$68,579.74.

On motion by Becker
and seconded by Kneisl,
the following motion was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous Roll Call vote:
To approve the Health
& Human Services SSIS
Warrants number (ACH)
600271 through 600282 and
(Regular) 516019 through
516046 for a total amount of
$94,146.58.

Public Works

On motion by Kneisl and
seconded by Erickson, the
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To approve the
purchase of a used John
Deere 670G motor grader
for FY 2021 per the attached
quote.

Information regarding
the 2021 CSAH 11 Bridge
Project Funding Award was
provided to the Commis-
sioners.

On motion by Becker and
seconded by Neumann, the
following resolution was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

FINAL PAYMENT
AUTHORIZATION - 2020
GRAVEL SURFACING
CONTRACT

WHEREAS, the contract
with Sanders Construction,
Inc. for a 2020 Gravel Surfac-
ing Contract known as CP
20:89, CP 20:107 and CP 77-
20-05 located in various loca-
tions in Todd County in all
things been completed, and;

WHEREAS, construc-
tion work on this contract
was scheduled and complet-
ed in 2020 with the value of
the total work certified be-
ing $191,962.66, and;

WHEREAS, partial
payments amounting to
$146,564.31 have been previ-
ously been made to the con-

For a limited time,

A\

|

earnup toa

$2.000

S/IGN-ON BONUS!

MANUFACTURING

IS CRITICAL.
JOIN OUR TEAM
AND HELP US

| k FEED THE WORLD.

Jennie-O Turkey Store has GREAT BENEFITS
including health insurance, life insurance,
paid time off, 401K, opportunities for
advancement, and more!

Positions now available at our

plants in Willmar, Minn.

APPLY ONLINE:

jennieo.com/careers
(search for Jennie-0)
Questions?
Call 320-214-5888

Jennie-O Turkey Store is an EO employer -
M/F/Veterans/Disabled

"Jennie-0 |

. TURKEY STORE

tractor as work progressed,
and;

WHEREAS, it has been
determined that $45,398.35
still remains to be paid to
Sanders Construction, Inc.

NOW, THEREFORE BE
IT RESOLVED, that the
Board of Commissioners
does here accept said com-
pleted project for and in be-
half of the County of Todd
and authorizes final pay-
ment as specified.

Planning & Zoning

On motion by Erickson
and seconded by Becker, the
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To grant the re-
zoning of parcel 22-0000300
from Commercial to R-2 zon-
ing with no conditions.
County Fee Schedule -

Public Hearing

A public hearing was
held to gather any public
input on the proposed 2021
County Fee Schedule.

Solid Waste

On motion by Kneisl and
seconded by Erickson, the
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To approve the
bid from Farm-Rite Equip-
ment for the purchase of
a bobcat in the amount of
$20,098.

On motion by Erickson
and seconded by Kneisl, the
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To purchase a
snow pusher from Zeigler
for the pay loader in the
amount of $9,165.

On motion by Kneisl
and seconded by Erickson,
the following motion was
introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote: To au-
thorize signature of the
Third Amendment to the
PLMSWA Finance Agree-
ment.

Discussion on when to
set an All-Board Biannual
Solid Waste Meeting was
held and will be continued
at a future meeting.

Todd County Solid Waste
Designation Ordinance — 1st
Reading

A public hearing was
held for the 1st Reading of
the proposed Todd County
Solid Waste Designation Or-
dinance and to gather pub-
lic input on the proposed
Ordinance.

Todd County Tobacco
Sales and Access
Ordinance -
1st Reading

A public hearing was
held for the 1st Reading of
the proposed Todd County
Tobacco Sales and Access
Ordinance and to gather
public input on the pro-
posed Ordinance.

Health & Human
Services

Jackie Och, HHS Direc-
tor presented an update on
the COVID-19 Situation for
discussion.

Administration

On motion by Neumann
and seconded by Kneisl,
the following motion was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To approve
CARES Act funds for im-

O

Coordinator regarding the
CARES Act Funds projects
for the County Board’s re-
view and discussion.

On motion by Erickson
and seconded by Becker,
the following motion was
introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To accept
Addendum #3 from Arnzen
Construction.

On motion by Kneisl and
seconded by Neumann, the
following motion was in-
troduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To extend
the second round grant pro-
gram for Small Business
and Non-Profits through
November 13, 2020.

Commissioner’s
Report

The Commissioner’s re-
ported on meetings attend-
ed.

Adjourn
On motion by Kneisl and
seconded by Neumann, the
meeting was adjourned for
the month of October 2020.

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS
Vendor Name
BENNING PRINTING &

PUBLISHING..........cccouruurnnee $5,096.64
BIG STONE THERAPIES,

INC. 3,693.26
CENTRAL APPLICATORS

INC 3,581.44
CONTECH ENGINEERED

SOLUTIONS, LLC................ 19,215.88
FRIEDRICH’S

TIRE & OIL CO .......ccoeverrenee 4,287.00
LITTLE FALLS MACHINE

INC 7,072.15
RANGE 2,363.35
ROYAL TIRE ......cocoeverrrrreeennns 2,651.24
RTVISION INC.... ...2,482.51
STAPLES WORLD .. ...3,096.56
STREICHER'S ........ccceovverruannnn. 8,193.98
TODD SOIL & WATER

CONSDIST......cooerererernnnne 77,958.00
WORMS LUMBER &

READY-MIX INC.......cccrvunnee. 3,014.92
78 PAYMENTS LESS

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

WARRANTS

Vendor Name Amount
HI6A13....oceeeeeeeereeeeee e $2,236.80
#15998 3,023.70
#14593 3,742.80
GERARD TREATMENT

PROG-DIAG/ASSESS.......... 9,504.60
LUTHERAN SOCIAL

SERV. OF MN-ST PAUL........ 2,676.00
#10746 4,010.10
NEW HORIZON

ACADEMY 75....ccvvereeerererens 2,284.00
NEXUS - MILLE LACS

FAMILY HEALING ............ 11,697.50
NORTHERN PINES

MENTAL HLTH CTR INC. 16,948.48
#16183 2,541.60
STEP 5,999.56

VILLAGE RANCHINC.......... 6,561.10
PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000 22.920.34

Total......ccoeerveeeeneennnnnes $94,146.58

On a motion by Erickson
and seconded by Neumann,
the preceding minutes of
the County Board meeting
held October 20, 2020 were
duly approved by unani-
mous vote at the Todd Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners
at the Regular Board Meet-
ing held on November 2,
2020.

Witness my hand and seal:

David Kircher,
County Board Chairperson

Denise Gaida, Todd County

proved telework capabilities ~Auditor-Treasurer
for remote workers. 49pnc
A progress report was
provided by the County
(e 0)

Public Notices
(o, O

OFFICE OF THE
MINNESOTA
SECRETARY OF
STATE
Certificate of
Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes,
Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed
name does not provide a
user with exclusive rights
to that name. The filing is
required for consumer pro-
tection in order to enable
consumers to be able to
identify the true owner of
a business.

ASSUMED NAME:

A Room at a Time
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF
BUSINESS:

28508 County 89

Browerville, MN 56438

United States
NAMEHOLDER(S):

Name:

Jean Marie May

Address:

28508 County 89

Browerville, MN 56438

United States

I, the undersigned, certify
that I am signing this doc-
ument as the person whose
signature is required, or as
agent of the person(s) whose
signature would be required
who has authorized me to
sign this document on his/
her behalf or in both capac-
ities. I further certify that I
have completed all required
fields, and that the infor-
mation in this document
is true and correct and in
compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota
Statutes. I understand that
by signing this document I
am subject to the penalties
of perjury as set forth in Sec-
tion 609.48 as if I had signed
this document under oath.

SIGNED BY:
Jean Marie May

EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL
NOTICES:
jeanmayl8@icloud.com

DATE FILED:
November 9, 2020

48-49pnp
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Obituaries
(o, O

Violel Jessen

Violet “Vi” Jessen, 98,
passed away October 17,
2020, at Lakewood Health
System in Staples.

Funeral services were
held Nov. 5 at the Verndale
Alliance Church with Pas-
tor Tony Stanley and Pastor
Daryl Jacobson officiating.

She was laid to rest at
Hauge’s Cemetery in Jack-
son.

Violet Dorothy Adeline
Zahorsky was born Febru-
ary 25, 1922 in Lakefield to
John and Barbara (Kador-
beck) Zahorsky. She grad-
uated from the Lakefield
High School with the class
of 1939.

Vi married Alfred Sid-
ney Jessen on Dec. 2, 1939
at Hauge Parsonage in
Jackson. They resided and
farmed in Burgen, a small
town in the Windom area.
Vi owned and operated a
café in Storden in the 1950s.
In 1957 the Jessen family
made their home in Vern-
dale. Alfred was employed
as a livestock dealer and Vi
raised her children along
with working at G&L Drive-
In. Alfred passed away Nowv.
25, 1989.

While in Verndale, Vi vol-
unteered at the Red Cross
Blood Drive and was a
prominent member of her
community. She was the
President of Church Rallies,
a Sunday School and Bible
class teacher, President of
the Garden Club and Presi-
dent of Ladies Aid.

Violet enjoyed flower
gardening, quilting, crafts,
baking and sharing her ap-
ple turnovers and muffins
with family and friends.

Violet is survived by
three children, Larry

(Sharon) Jessen, Judith
(Charles) Rieck and Kerry
(Kerry) Jessen; 10 grand-
children, Paula (David) Kna-
pek, Trina (Dean) Schultz,
Melissa Kaye Rieck, Brent
Rieck, Christopher, Chase,
Zachary, Ethan, Rodney and
Katelyn; seven great-grand-
children, Josh, Isabelle,
Jaemon, Connor, Ella, Au-
tumn and Emma; one sister,
Marian Ann Werner; many
nieces, nephews and a host
of friends.

Preceding Violet in death
was her husband; parents;
two daughters, Judith Rae
and Betty Lou; six siblings,
Arthur Zahorsky, Theodore
Zahorsky, Philemeon Kuhn,
Rose Bieuthien, Alice Kru-
ger and Esther Foth and one
great-grandchild, Xander
Schmidt-Jessen.

Music was provided by
Joe Hinkle and Jerry Bar-
rett. Pallbearers were Brent
Rieck, Josh Schultz, Daniel
Fisher, Dan Fisher, Melissa
Rieck and Bob Freeman.

Arrangements provid-
ed by Karvonen Funeral &
Cremation Service of Wade-
na, www.karvonenfuneral-
home.com.
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Pauline Page

Pauline Weishalla Page,
99, of Staples, passed away
peacefully November 23,
2020, at Lakewood Care
Center, Staples.

Mass of Christian Burial
was held Nov. 28 at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church, Sta-
ples.

Interment was at Ever-
green Hill Cemetery, Sta-
ples.

Pauline was born No-
vember 8, 1921 to Robert and
Julia (Rawers) Weishalla.
She married George Allyn
Page on November 3, 1941.
In 1949, they moved to War-
road to open a restaurant.
When George passed away
in 1963, Pauline stayed on to
operate the restaurant. She
owned and operated the
restaurant for over 35 years,
until the 1980s when she
moved back to the Staples
area. Pauline loved to cook
and enjoyed time with her
family. She will be dearly
missed by all who knew her.

She is survived by one
daughter, Diane (Walter)
Hreno and one son, George
Page; three grandchildren,
Debbie (John) Hanson, Da-
vid (Kristin) Hreno, Pat-
ti (John) Farmakes; six

great-grandchildren Jack,
Luke, Madison, Carter, Da-
vid and Kyle; sister-in-law
Mabel Page; and many niec-
es and nephews.

She was preceded in
death by her husband; three
brothers, Robert, John and
Leo Weishalla and seven
sisters, Anna, Gertrude,
Barbara, Edith, Lillian, Le-
ona and Lucille.

Memorials may be sent
to Sacred Heart Catholic
Church, Staples or Lake-
wood Care Center, Staples.

Arrangements were by
Brenny Family Funeral
Chapel, Staples.
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Terry Walther

Terry M. Walther, 71, of
Becker passed away Novem-
ber 20, 2020, at his home.

Memorial services were
held Nov. 27 at Williams
Dingmann Family Funeral
Home in Becker with Rewv.
Jim Johnson officiating.

Terry was born October
14, 1949 in St. Louis, MO to
George and Helen (Feydt)
Walther. He grew up and
lived in Mountain View,
MO, Summit, NJ, and Rolla,
MO. He graduated in 1967
from Webster Grove High
School in Missouri. Terry
was united in marriage to
Kathy Campbell on July
19, 1981 in Mountain View.
They later divorced. He
moved to Becker in 1993
and worked as a Processor
Engineer for Steinwall Inc.
in Coon Rapids from 1993 to
2019. Terry enjoyed watch-
ing the St. Louis Cardinals,
taking road trips to Orlan-
do with his family, going to
the casino, gardening veg-
etables and spending time
with his grandchildren. He
was a generous man who al-
ways cared for others. Most
importantly, he loved spend-
ing time with his family.

He is survived by two
daughters, Ida Lombard

(Kyle Frisk) of Staples and
Carol Lee of Mountain View,
MO; two brothers, Lee Wal-
ther of Jefferson City, MO
and George (Liz) Walther of
Florida; six grandchildren,
Joshua Lombard of Becker,
Heidi Lombard of Staples,
Autumn Smith of Staples
and Josiah Sungazer, Silas
Cambell and Maxx Lee all
of Mountain View, MO and
one great-granddaughter,
Daisy Lee.

He was preceded in death
by his parents.

Arrangements were by
Williams Dingmann Fami-
ly Funeral Home, www.wil-
liamsdingmann.com.

w49c A00006B2020DC02



1 0 a Wednesday, December 2, 2020

Kim Lind is Lakewood
Health System’s 2020

Team Member of the Year

Kim Lind, RN, BSN, PHN,
CEN, CPEN, was named the
2020 Team Member of the
Year at Lakewood Health
System in Staples. The
Team Member of the Year
is chosen based on votes
from Lakewood’s adminis-
trative team and the Lake-
wood Board. All nominees
have received a STAR award
during the voting year.

Lind was nominated
by Lakewood’s Hospice
team for the above-and-be-
yond care she provided a
patient. “A hospice patient
expressed desire to have IV
fluids at home rather than
in the clinic. Our team was
having difficulty establish-
ing the IV, so we reached out
to Kim, who had just gotten
off the night shift in the
emergency department. She
happily came to assist, and
along with her impressive
IV skills, she also managed
to set the patient at ease and
make him laugh,” the Lake-
wood Hospice team said.
“Her kindness, humor and
skills were greatly appreci-
ated, and we can’t thank her

Staples
electric

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

At the Nov. 24 Staples City
Council meeting, Public
Works Director Scott Grabe
announced the city is sched-
uled to receive a $125,000
refund from Missouri River
Energy, the company that
supplies most of the electric
power to the city.

Grabe said electric costs
are down substantially this
year because of reduced
demand, much of it due to

SHARE THIS
IMPORTANT
INFORMATION

with family, friends

and anyone you
know who rides a

snowmobile.

O

Kim Lind

enough for making patient
comfort and care her top
priority.”

Lind has worked at
Lakewood since 1996. Her
role includes providing
direct patient care as a
registered nurse in the
emergency department
and hospital inpatient. She
taught Advanced Cardiac
Life Support (ACLS) for

many years and is a long-
time member of the Emer-

gency Nurses Association
(ENA).

the COVID-19 pandemic.
Grabe also said the city
has been lenient on shutting
off services to residents
during the pandemic, but
that has created problems
and they will start to be

“more aggressive with shut-

offs, even during the cold
weather,” said Grabe.

The council also
approved electric and water
rates for 2021. There will be
no increase in electric rates
and water rates will only go
up by 25 cents per month on
the base cost.

Snowmobile

Safety

SNOWMOBILING underneath power lines can be

dangerous. Keep these tips in mind this winter.

B Waitch out for power poles and electrical equipment that

can be hidden in the snow.

B Slow down, know the area and stay on marked trails.

B Power poles are often anchored with wires extending
out from the pole. Avoid snowmobiling directly next to or

underneath power lines.

B |f you see a downed power line, stay away from it and call
911 to report it. Always assume it is live and can carry

currents strong enough to kill.

Staples World

Beware of power poles
and the wires that hold
them in place

Family support for future Bison

Beck Erholtz signed a letter of intent
to play golf for North Dakota State Univer-
sity on Nov. 11. Pictured with him at the

gymnasium, from left, his parents, Duff
and Heather, and sister Bo. His broth-
er Finn was watching the signing online.

signing ceremony at the Staples-Motley (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

to receive
cost refund

In other news, the

council

o Approved certifying
unpaid utility charges on
seven parcels in the Todd
County portion of the city.
Charges ranged from $108
to $1,105.

o Approved writing off
four uncollectable utility
bills and one invoice from a
police case.

o Approved franchise
agreement renewal with
Charter Communications

greatriverenergy.com

Great River Energy—Powering what's possible

Agrdlite Electric Cooperative ® Arrowhead Cooperdtive, Inc. ® BENCO Electric Cooperative ® Brown County Rural Electrical Association ®
Connexus Energy ® Cooperative Light & Power ® Crow Wing Power ® Dakota Electric Association ® East Central Energy ©

Federated Rural Electric Association ¢ Goodhue County Cooperative Electric Association ® ltasca-Mantrap Cooperative Electrical Association ®
Kandiyohi Power Cooperative ® Lake Country Power ¢ Lake Region Electric Cooperative ® McLeod Cooperative Power Association ¢

Meeker Cooperative ® Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative ® Minnesota Valley Electric Cooperative ® Nobles Cooperafive Electric ¢

North ltasca Electric Cooperative, Inc. ® Redwood Electric Cooperative ¢ Runestone Electric Association ¢ South Central Electric Association
Stearns Electric Association ® Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric ® Todd-Wadena Electric Cooperative

Wright-Hennepin Cooperative Electric Association
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Beck’s online fans

Fifteen friends watched online as Beck Erholtz
signed to play golf with North Dakota State University.
The signing ceremony was pared down to a few people in
the gym and others watching online.

Erholtz
signs
with
NDSU

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

Beck Erholtz didn’t con-
sider very many schools
when looking for a college
to play golf.

He just looked at the
great career former Sta-
ples-Motley golfer Andrew
Israelson recently com-
pleted at North Dakota
State University.

“Andrew has been a life-
long friend, it became a
goal of mine to play there,”
he said.

Erholtz said he was con-
concerned there wouldn’t
be enough roster spots, but
he contacted the NDSU
coaches and within a short
time they offered him a
spot on the team.

“It all worked out,” he
said.

Erholtz has visited
the indoor golf facility at
NDSU and was impressed
with how he can play all
winter on simulators and
the short game shack in an
upstairs room.

The college golf season
is held both in the fall
and in the spring, so play-
ing through the winter is
essential to keep up with
Division I athletes in south-
ern states..

Erholtz finished 14th at
the Minnesota State Golf
Tournament his freshman
season, was 27th as a soph-
omore, and was denied
a junior season because
of COVID-19. After doing
well in tournaments this
summer, he is considered
one of the top ranked high
school golfers in the state.

COVID-19 numbers near
peak, but slow slightly

The record high numbers of COVID-19
cases recorded two weeks ago were down

slightly this past week.

Todd County recorded 198 new cases in
the week of Nowv. 23-29, after recording 209
the previous week. Wadena County had 131
new cases, 20 fewer than the previous week.

Morrison County had the biggest drop,
going from 691 cases to 241. There were 11
COVID-19 deaths reported in the county
during that two week period. The other
area counties did not see a similar rise in
deaths, with Todd and Wadena seeing zero
new deaths and Cass showed two in the

aging nearly 50 COVID-19 deaths per day for
the last two weeks.

Cases by zip code were released Nov. 27,

same two weeks. Minnesota has been aver-

the day after Thanksgiving. Staples had 35
new cases, much lower than the 56 recorded
the previous week. Motley had 31 new cases,
nine fewer than the week before.

Pillager saw a slight rise in cases, going
from 40 to 42. Browerville also saw a slight
rise, while Wadena and Long Prairie had
fewer cases from the previous week.

The numbers are still close to records for
each location, but tighter regulations may
have lowered the rate of virus spread.

Lakewood is meeting
COVID-19 surge head-on

Lakewood Health System
news release

The COVID-19 surge
we’ve been expecting is
here. The number of posi-
tive cases in Minnesota and
our local communities have
been steadily increasing
for the past several weeks
and the surge peak isn’t
expected until early spring.
Lakewood Health System,
Staples, has been planning a
response to this surge since
early March, so we're ready
to face this reality head-on.

Early on, Lakewood
designated entrances and
clinic space specifically for
those needing to be seen in
our Quick Care clinic for
COVID-related symptoms or
illness. We’ve expanded our
clinic space and provider

coverage over the past sev-
eral months to accommo-

date the increasing number
of people needing to be seen.

Our drive-up COVID
swabbing continues to be
a welcome addition to our
clinic services, as patients

can schedule an appoint-

ment to be tested without
leaving their vehicle. We’ve

purchased fish houses for
our Staples and Browerville
clinics which offer more
comfort, safety and conve-
nience for our staff who are
conducting the swabbing.

With the increased
number of COVID tests
being done locally and
across the state, the cur-
rent wait time for results
varies between three and
seven days, depending on
the testing facility. Those
tested at Lakewood will
receive a phone call if their
test result is positive. If the
result is negative, they will
not receive a phone call, but
rather, a MyHealth message,
email or mailed letter.

Availability of staff

continues to be our big-
gest concern right now. To
help address this, we have
implemented a labor pool
through which some staff
members can be utilized in
areas of need throughout
the organization. Though
often tired, short-staffed
and overwhelmed, our team
has stepped up and shown
their dedication, passion
and care for our patients
and residents and each
other.

Our medical providers
have been working to create
a surge plan of their own.
Once implemented, this
will increase our provider
coverage in areas such as
the hospital and emergency
department, so we’re able to
better care for the increas-
ing number of patients
needing to be seen or admit-
ted. By distributing work-
loads and stresses amongst
a larger group of providers,
it allows them more down-
time to avoid burnout.

As the Lakewood team
continues to work hard to
do our best for our patients,
residents and communities,
we ask that they do their
best for us:

o Stay home whenever
possible;

o When you do go out,
wear a mask over your
mouth and nose;

o Keep six feet or more
between people.

These are simple things
we can all do to help make
a difference. Thank you for
partnering with us as we
continue to meet these chal-
lenges together.



