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NOl‘thel‘n llghtS Minnesota residents were treated to an aurora borealis light show on May 9.
Above, a photo taken by Bobbe Anderson north of Staples. Below, a photo taken by William Vukelich at the Staples

railroad yard.
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This Week’s Forecast
High Low Cond.

May8 67 44 M. Cloudy
May9 65 43 P Cloudy
May 10 64 45 Showers
May 11 67 48 P Cloudy
May12 70 47 M. Sunny
May 13 70 49 M. Sunny
May 14 72 50 M. Sunny

Last Year, 2023

High Low Cond.
May 8 63° 48 P. Sunny
May9 72 47 M. Sunny
May 10 73 56 M. Sunny
May11 77 55 Sunny
May 12 73 62 M. Cloudy
May 13 62 56 Showers
May 14 70 54 M. Sunny

Average Temps:
H =65°Low = 43°

Obituaries

Robert Blessing
Elizabeth Warn

O

Compiled by
Dale Hausmann,
WCCO'’s Staples area
Weatherwatcher
Vol. 134, No.21  One Section
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Cleanup Day is
IFriday, May 31

The City of Staples will

be hosting the annual Sta-

ples Area Cleanup Day on
Friday, May 31 from 3-7 p.m.
at the City Street Shop/

Wastewater Plant (Michi-

gan Ave/12th St. NE).
All township residents
surrounding Staples are

welcome to utilize this ser-

vice.
The Staples Area
Cleanup Day is designed

to allow City and area res-
idents to easily and afford-

ably dispose of unwanted
items such as, building
materials, old appliances,
garbage, electronics and
other “collectibles” here in
Staples.

Crews from Long Prairie
Sanitation, SW Recycling
along with the City of Sta-
ples will be on hand to assist
with unloading vehicles and

Serving Your Community for 133 Years.

trailers.

Again this year, the city
will be accepting household
hazardous waste (paints,
thinners, old bleach, chem-
icals, etc.) and will trans-
port these items to the Todd
County Transfer Station.
Containers must be sealed.

If you have questions,
if a particular item is able
to be disposed of, call Jerel
Nelsen at City Hall 218-
894-2550 to check into this
for you ahead of time. The
city is asking that vehicles
form the line on 12th St., not
Michigan Ave. The gate will
open at 3 p.m.

“We encourage everyone
to take advantage of this
opportunity and thank you
for your efforts to help clean
up our community,” said
City Administrator Jerel
Nelsen.

Staples, Minnesota

Waketfield
starts as

Staples

EDA

Director

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

Lucas Wakefield came

to Staples to work on eco-

nomic development and find
community.

Wakefield recently
started as the new Staples
Economic Development
Director after Melissa
Wyman became the head of
the Todd County Economic
Development Corporation.

Wakefield comes into his
new position with a variety
of experience and the idea
that economic development
is more than just business
projects, it incorporates the
whole community.

Originally from Devils
Lake, N.D., Wakefield

attended college at George-
town University in Wash-

ington, D.C., majoring in
health care management
and policy. He stayed in D.C.
to work for North Dakota
Senator Heidi Heitcamp as
a legislative correspondent,
mainly working on health
care issues.

While there, he started
feeling unattached from the
local community and said
he felt he wasn’t making
a difference. So he moved
back to Devils Lake and

started a real estate develop-
ment venture with a friend,
then was recruited to
become a financial advisor
for Edward Jones. During
that time he was was elected
as a county commissioner
in Ramsey County, N.D.
He also worked for Green
Valley Foods, specifically in
Grubbersputz’s snacks.

Wakefield and his wife
Anna decided to put down
roots in another commu-
nity, away from Devils Lake.
Anna got a job as a nurse
manager at Sanford Health
in Bemidji and Lucas
started working for Head-
waters Regional Develop-
ment Commission and also
become the economic devel-
oper for Woods County and
Mahnomen County.

While it was going well
in Bemidji, Anna had to
undergo a major surgery so
he stepped down from his
position to help her recover
after the surgery.

She is now healthy again
so Lucas started looking
for another job in the eco-
nomic development field
and found the Staples EDA
job was posted.

He said he liked the idea

See WAKEFIELD on page
10a

SEDA Directo

r

Lucas Wakefield in Staples City Hall. He started as
the new Staples Economic Development Director in May.
(Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)
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SBDC Satellite
Center open in
Wadena County

The North Central Small
Business Development
Center at Central Lakes
College has launched a
Satellite Center in Wadena
County, in partnership with
the Economic Alliance. The
North Central SBDC pro-
vides no-cost, one-on-one
business consulting and
low-cost trainings to help
entrepreneurs and small
business owners start, grow
and succeed. Hope Williams,
the Executive Director of
the Economic Alliance, will
serve as the local business
consultant.

“We’re incredibly excited
about this partnership
with the Economic Alli-
ance,” said Katie Heppner,
Regional Director of the
North Central SBDC. “They
have a strong history of
supporting the local econ-
omy and entrepreneurs in
Wadena County. This part-
nership will allow them
to strengthen the services
they provide and will allow
us to be more present and
attentive to the needs of our
rural communities.”

Through the Satellite
Center, Hope Williams will
provide high-quality, pro-
fessional business consult-
ing in a number of areas,
including start-up assis-
tance and business plan-
ning. Because they’re a part
of the North Central SBDC
network, Wadena County
clients will also be able to
access other consultants,
including specialists in
marketing, legacy planning,
QuickBooks and more.

The first step in working
with Williams, or any of the
other North Central SBDC
consultants, is to register

on their website using this
link: https://mnsbdc.ecen-
terdirect.com/signup?cen-
terid=8. Once you register,
you will be matched with a
consultant who will work
with you one-on-one at no
cost.

The North Central SBDC
was able to open the Satel-
lite Center in part through
the Minnesota Department
of Employment and Eco-
nomic Development’s Small
Business Assistance Part-
nership grant. “When we
applied for the grant, we
specifically requested funds
to allow us to better serve
our densely rural commu-
nities, including Wadena
County. We strongly believe
in the dignity and value
of rural entrepreneurs.
They’re some of the most
innovative folks in our
region because they know
how to fully leverage every
resource at their disposal.”

The North Central SBDC
is hosted by Central Lakes
College and works through-
out an 11 county and two
sovereign nation region.
The geographic region
served by the North Cen-
tral SBDC includes: Aitkin,
Cass, Chisago, Crow Wing,
Isanti, Kanabec, Mille
Lacs, Morrison, Pine, Todd
and Wadena counties and
the sovereign nations of
the Leech Lake and Mille
Lacs Bands of Ojibwe. To
learn more about the North
Central SBDC and to regis-
ter for services visit www.
clcmn.edu/small-busi-
ness-development-center
or contact Katie Heppner,
Regional Director, at kath-
erine.heppner@clcmn.edu.

Motley area law enforcement

Recent reports from the
Morrison County Sheriff’s
Office (MCSO) included the
following:

May 1-7

May 6 - Motley Police
received a call from a
Motley resident reporting a
possible scam. The subject
stated he’d been notified
by the IRS that someone
already filed his taxes. He
said he had not filed his
taxes and believes someone

might have used his infor-

mation to file taxes on his

behalf. Motley Police sug-

gested he do some research,
as the letter he received

ESTATE
SALE

LOG
HOMES

PAY THE BALANCE OWED 0

may be a scam.

May 7 - The MCSO
received a report of a
motorcycle accident caused
by a deer at the 1300 block
of Azalea Rd., Cushing.
The driver was transported
to a hospital by the driver’s
significant other.

May 6 - The MCSO
received a report of a
domestic assault at the 7000
block of Cottonwood Rd.,
Cushing.

May 5 - The MCSO
received a report of a sui-
cidal subject at a residence
in Motley.

4106 HOME KITS SELLING FOR BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

2) MODEL #202 TOPEKA .
3) MODEL #403 AUGUSTA ..
R

& Construction Manual

« NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

1) MODEL #103 WACO.............ccoc $22,780 BALANCE OWED $14,500

..... $42,450 BALANCE OWED $16,500
.$44,950 BALANCE OWED $20,500

4) MODEL #502 SANTEFE ..........

BEFORE CALLING: VIEW at www.americanloghomesandcabins.com Click on House Plans

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED

¥« Make any plan design changes you desire! =
« Comes with Complete Building Blueprints

« Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included

Offer not available to American Log Home Dealers*

.$34,050 BALANCE OWED $16,000
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LOG HOMES & CABINS

L

SERIOUS ONLY REPLY. Call (704) 602-3035 ask for Accounting Dept.

Aging in Place?

AmeriGlide offers affordable stair
lifts to keep you safe on the stairs.

Benefits of an AmeriGlide stair lift:
& Regain your independence

& Eliminate the risk of falls
on the stairs

. CALLNOWTO
SAVE $200 o

i ON ANY STAIR LIFT!

& Access all levels
of your home

DEADLINES
Newspaper deadline for copy
and advertising: 12 noon Fridays

Members of the Morrison County Agricultural As-
sociation held their regular meeting May 7, during which
they heard committee updates regarding the upcoming
Motley Fair, which will be held June 14 - 16. Pictured
seated, from left, are members of the executive board:
Shawn Trantina, treasurer; Shawn Jordahl, president;

Making plans for the Motley Fair

Barb Trantina, vice president; Jessica Paklonsky, sec-
retary. Standing, from left: Gretta Trantina, Gerry Koval,
Paul Rasmussen, Cheyanne Koval, Ryan Kuklok, Dana
Fischer, Keri Kuklok, Stephanie Jordahl, Kristin Bjerga,
Jim Trantina, Denise Brown, Cheryl Paklonsky. (Staples
World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Motlley

Food Shelf
garden plots
available

The Motley Food
Shelf garden has gotten a
make over this year. A lay-
er of black dirt has been
added to the garden lots
(there are eight 10 x 12
plots), and six raised gar-
den beds were recently
built. If interested in having
a raised bed or a garden
lot, call 218-352-6137
and leave a message.
(Staples World photo by
Dawn Timbs)
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New tree planted

The City of Staples recently held an Arbor Day cere-
mony at Wilson Park in Staples. Following the planting of
a Matador Maple tree, Mayor Ron Murray read the official
Arbor Day Proclamation. Pictured above, from left, are

City Clerk Tara Greer; Payton Nelson; Parks and Recre-
ation Director Lacey Aguirre; Beth Gedde and Lisa Toep-

in Wilson Park

per, Parks and Recreation board members; Mayor Ron
Murray; council member John Jewison; Landon Moench.
Below, Moench holds the newly planted tree as council
member Jewison helps shovel dirt into the hole. (Staples
World photos by Dawn Timbs)
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Looking back

75 Years Aco - 1949

o May 19, 1949 - Miss Lil-
lian Kral, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Vandeline Kral
of Leader, has been named
valedictorian of the Motley
high school this year. Alvin
Riggs, son of Mr. and Mrs. R.
Riggs, is the salutatorian of
the 1949 graduating class.

o May 19, 1949 - Miss
Carrie Mayer, librarian of
the Staples Public Library,
stated that a list of 20 new
books had been added to
the library in recent weeks.
Some of the books are: The
Greatest Story Ever Told,
by Oursler; Family Circle,
by Skinner; Cheaper by the
Dozen, by Gilberth & Carey;
Point of No Return, by Mar-
quand; The God-Seeker, by
Lewis; No Place to Hide, by

- o -
Compiled by
Dawn Timbs
| o |
Bradley; The Big Fisher-
man, by Douglas; Making
a Go of Life, by Smith; and
Be Glad You’re Neurotic, by
Bisch.

o May 19, 1949 - Robert
Sansburn, 13-yer-old son of
Mrs. Fay Sansburn of Sta-
ples, holds the honors of
landing the largest Walleye
pike of the season near the
west end of Lake Shamin-
eau. The fish weighed 6 1/2
pounds.

Bob and his friend, Eddie
Kowalski, had camped out
at Lake Shamineau on
Friday night, to be ready
for the opening of fishing
season on Saturday. They
fished in the early morn-
ing hours, but did not have
a great deal of success. As
they were about to pack up
and go home, Bob decided
he would try his luck off
the dock at the Tesch resort,
and in a few moments had
landed the beauty, which
was, and still is the envy of
many of the old time and
seasoned fishermen.

o May 19, 1949 - Claude
Maze of Morrisonville, I11.,
is the new highway traffic
cop stationed in Staples, and
has been doing a fine job
with the traffic conditions
along the route of Highway
No. 10, which runs along
Second Ave. through the city
of Staples.

Since the highway paving
was completed last fall,
there has apparently been
a “speeding up” of general
traffic through the city, thus
creating a danger to pedes-
trians, and with the result
of more accidents occur-
ring in Staples than were
recorded in the past.

Mystery photo

Hello readers. This week’s archive
photo is from 1999. Do you know who
these people are and perhaps the con-
text of the photo? Do you have a memory

to share? Email your answers and where

Mr. Maze is a traffic cop
of experience having served
with the Illinois department
for many years. He will have
no favorites, and will police
the highway on a temporary
basis, according to Mayor
Stan Eddy.

50 Years Aco - 1974

o May 16, 1974 - Mark
Matanich, a sophomore
member of Coach Rollie
Penfield’s Cardinal golf
team, accomplished a feat
that is an envy of all golfers.

Matanich scored a hole-in-

one.

Matanich played in a
golf meet of the Cardinals
Wednesday afternoon and
upon completion of the
meet, he, along with David
Blanchard, Craig Wilson
and Tom Girtz, went to the
Terrace Golf Course for a
practice round.

Using a seven-iron,

Matanich scored the hole-in-
one on number 5. Coach Pen-

field reported that Matanich
is a 43 average golfer for the
Cardinals. Mark is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Michael J.
Matanich.

o May 16, 1974 - Wednesdy,
May 15, Lila’s Style Shop in
Staples changed hands and
the business is now under

the name of Nancy’s Bou-

tique.

Mrs. Peter (Lila) Card Jr.
has operated the business
for the past eight years and
has sold the business to Mrs.
John (Nancy) Sadusky.

In assuming the business,
Mrs. Sadusky said that she
will carry the same line of
women and girls wearing

Last week’s mystery
photos published in the
May 9, 1974 edition of the
Staples World featured
fifth graders at North Ele-
mentary School in Staples
who had participated at
the Elementary Track and
Field days.

Pictured above, Don
Heldman, the winner of
the boys 440 yard run,
crosses the finish line.
Craig Gode was second,
followed by Kevin Haglin,
Eric Teigen and Ron Pe-
terson.

In right photo, Pam
Otteson (left) lets loose
in the softball throw for a
first place finish among

Myster solved B

apparel as in the past and
no changes in the business
is expected at this time.

o May 16, 1974 - Sheila
Flansburg and Douglas
Gold were named this week
as the top honor students of
the Class of 1974 at Motley
High school.

Miss Flansburg, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Flansburg, will be
the class valedictorian; and
Douglas Gold, the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Elmer Gold, will
graduate as the class salu-
tatorian.

o May 16, 1974 - The
grand opening of the Sta-
ples Saddle Shop located on
Highway No. 10 in Staples
will be held May 16 - 18. Col-
leen Koehnen and Horald
Dircks are owners of the
business in this city.

Free coffee and dough-
nuts will be served and the
public is invited to attend
the event.

25 Years Aco - 1999

o May 20, 1999 - Two
sisters, Trisha and Mary
DiGiovanni, daughters of
Roy and Patty DiGiovanni
of rural Motley, were named
Cass County Dairy Princess
and Junior Princess respec-
tively at the Cass County
dairy meeting Aril 23, at
the Red Pine Lodge in Pine
River. They will represent
the county in area events
and Trisha will compete in
the Regional contest to be
held at Thief River Fails in
June.

o May 29, 1999 - High
expectations and support
from family a well as setting

the fifth graders. Pam’s throw was 127.8 feet. Placing second was Linda McGillivray

(right).

Barb Hasselberg of Staples recognized both Pam Otteson and Linda McGilli-
vray. Thanks for participating in our Mystery Photo.

[ALA
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you're from to dtimbs@staplesworld.com
by Friday, or call 218-894-1112. The an-
swers will be published in next week’s
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

goals early were the keys to
their success, said both the
valedictorians and saluta-
torian of the class of 1999
graduating from Staples
Motley High School.

Lara Neidhardt, daugh-
ter of Tony and Viretta
Neidhardt of Staples, is the
valedictorian with a grade
point average of 4.1.

Valerie Mudek, daughter
of Robert and Karen Mudek
of Staples, is the salutato-
rian with a grade point aver-
age of 4.062.

o May 20, 1999 - Thaw
Davis will be honored at a
Boy Scout Eagle Court of
Honor on May 21, at Faith
Lutheran Church in Sta-
ples. Davis’ Eagle Award is
the result of many years of
scouting activity.

10 Years Aco - 2014

o May 15, 2014 - Sta-
ples Motley High School
announced the valedicto-
rian d salutatorian for the
Class of 2014. Paige Melse
with a grade point average
of 4.131 was named vale-
dictorian and Seth Auger
with a grade point average
of 4.122 was named saluta-
torian.

o May 15, 2014 - Thou-
sands of paintings, photos
and sculptures have been
shown at the Rotary Art
Show in Staples since it first
began in April, 1964.

Now in its 50th year, the
annual event continues to
be a favorite pastime for
the community, as well as a
respected outlet for amateur
and professional artists.

“It’s hard to believe we're
celebrating our 50th anni-
versary,” said Dick Donat,
a longtime member of the
Staples Rotary Club and the
first chair of the art show.
“I was chair for the first 10
years, and then Jim Hofer
took over.”

The show many never
have come to be if it hadn’t
been for Dr. Duane Lund,
longtime Rotarian and
former superintendent for
the Staples School District.
Donat noted that Dr. Lund,
an art enthusiast, was
instrumental in forming an
evening art class in Staples
years ago, which resulted
in the Staples Rotary Club
hosting its first art show in
1964.

o May 15, 2014 - Scan-

dia Valley Vineyards in
rural Cushing will hold its
Grand Opening Celebration
this coming Memorial Day
Weekend.

Eight varieties of wines

will be available at the Lin-
coln Lakes area establish-

ment, owned by enologist
Jon McClain.

o May 15, 2014 - Forty-five
train cars carrying coal
derailed west of Pillager in
Sylvan Township close to
midnight on May 11. There
were no injuries. Crews
have been working around
the clock to clean debris and
make repairs to the track.

),

a gift idea?
Consider a Gift
Subscription to the
Staples World
newspaper.

*Gift cards available.

224 4th St. NE
Staples, MIN
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Court report May 4

Long Prairie Police

Department

Jose Reyes Escobar, Motley.
Speed 75/60. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Ayla Jane Gross, Roseau. Speed
46/30. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Alfredo Jiminez Munoz, Monte-
video. Driving without a valid license
for vehicle class or type. Fine $100.
Fee $85.

Karina Cruz Lopez, Long Prai-
rie. Driving without a valid license
for vehicle class or type. Fine $100.
Fee $85. Operate vehicle with
expired registration. Fine $30.

Marissa Marie Montanez Holen,
Long Prairie. Driver fails to stop for
stop sign. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Xavier Perez Torres, Long Prairie.
Stopping, standing, parking where
signs prohibit stopping. Fine $25.
Fee $22.

Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources

David Dennis Miller, St. Cloud.
Unlawful deposit of garbage, litter
or like. Fine $100. Fee $85. Fish
house on ice after legal deadline.
Fine $50.

Robert David Veldkamp Jr., Burt-
rum. ATV-prohibitions on youthful
operators/passengers- under 18
helmet required. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Minnesota State Patrol

Melina Jean Aitkin, Maple Grove.
Speed 79/65. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Grant Shawn Duevel, Melrose.
Window tint less than 50 percent
light transmittance. Fine $50. Fee
$85.

Amahz’ Jane Nariah Jones-
Thomas, Frazee. Speed 74/65.
Fine $40. Fee $85.

Logan Daniel Keranen, Men-
ahga. Expired registration. Fine $30.
Fee $85.

Jacob Yishak Abraham, Brandon,
Manitoba. Speed 89/70. Fine $60.
Fee $85.

Juan Florencio Ambriz Vazquez,
Long Prairie. Instruction permit viola-
tion. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Jordan Robert Bast, Lakeville.
Speed 89/70. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Jonathan Michael Bennett, Little
Falls. Speed 70/60. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Stuart Phillip Buckland, Apple
Valley. Speed 80/70. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Angela Duarte Martinez, Long
Prairie. Window tinted or glazed.
Fine $50. Fee $85.

Amal Mohamed Farah, Wood-
bury. Speed 99/65. Fine $150.
Fee $225.

Konnor Wade Hemmingson,
Long Prairie. Speed 70/60. Fine
$40. Fee $85.

Jesse James Johnson, Carlos.
Fail to yield upon entering roadway.
Fine $50. Fee $85.

Travis James Kirwin, Alexandria.
Driving after suspension. Fine $200.
Fee $85.

Caden James Line-Voge, Clar-
issa. Speed 60/55. Fine $50. Fee
$85.

Suhaylah Noah Marty, Fridley.
Speed 89/70. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Keagan James Mikel, Long Prai-
rie. Window tint less than 50 percent
light transmittance. Fine $50. Fee
$85.

Jessica Orozco Godinez, Long
Prairie. Window tint less than 50 per-
cent light transmittance. Fine $50.
Fee $85.

Eric Roger Orozco Juarez, Long
Prairie. Window tint less than 50

percent light transmittance. Fine
$50. Fee $85. Windshield tinted or
glazed. Fine $50.

James Wesley Randolph, Plym-
outh, Mass. Speed 85/70. Fine
$60. Fee $85. Driving after revoca-
tion. Fine $200.

Jesse Gene Schauer, Eagle
Bend. Speed 60/50. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Adam Daniel Schnaare, Strat-
ford, Wis. Speed 80/70. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Katherine Amy Stevens, Long
Prairie. Hands-Free Law- hold wire-
less communications device with
one or both hands. Fine $50. Fee
$85.

John Frederick Tesch, Long Prai-
rie. Display expired registration. Fine
$30. Fee $85.

Gavin Keith Vanderwerf, Com-
frey. Window tint less than 50 per-
cent light transmittance. Fine $50.
Fee $85.

Yoximar Linares Vargas, Long
Prairie. Driving after revocation. Fine
$200. Fee $85. Hands-Free Law-
initiate, compose, send, retrieve,
read electronic message. Dismissed.

Todd County Sheriff’s
Office

Tacassia Rose Jerrett, Staples.
Operate vehicle with expired regis-
tration. Fine $30. Fee $85.

Tanner Joseph Rosenow, Long
Prairie. Duty to drive with due care-
speed greater than reasonable. Dis-
missed.

Oscar Sanchez Garcia, Fergus
Falls. Driving after revocation. Fine
$200. Fee $85.

Jennifer Marie Stately, Red Lake.
Assault- Third Degree- victim under
four. Dismissed. Child torture- tor-
ture of a child. Dismissed. Malicious
punishment of a child. Dismissed.
Neglect of a child- results substan-
tial harm physical/emotional health.
Dismissed.

Dyllon David Thieschafer, Mil-
tona. Speed 39/30. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Keri Lynn Toon, Hewitt. Oper-
ate vehicle with expired registration.
Fine $30. Fee $85.

The following cases were heard
before Judge Daniel A. Benson
in Seventh District Court in Todd
County April 29, 2024.

Pennie Kay Dubbin, Long Prairie.
Driving after cancellation- inimical
to public safety. Continued for dis-
missal. Fees waived. Unsupervised
monitoring without conviction, inder-
teminate.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Daniel
A. Benson in Seventh District
Court in Todd County April 30,
2024.

Jason Michael Larson, Faribault.
Domestic abuse- violate order for
protection. Continued for dismissal.
Fees waived. Unsupervised moni-
toring without conviction, six months.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Jade Ros-
enfeldt in Seventh District
Court in Todd County April 30,
2024.

Alan Nicholas Roering, Grey
Eagle. DWI- operate motor vehicle
under influence. Fine $400. Fee
$105. Local confinement 364 days.
Stay 364 days for two years. Super-
vised probation, two years. Criminal
vehicular operation- bodily harm-
under influence alcohol. Dismissed.
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Quote of the week

“Life does not come
with a manual. It comes with a Mother.”
— Unknown (Happy Mothers Day)

Legislation exempts religion
from discrimination claims

Submitted by the office of
Rep. Mike Wiener

State Rep. Mike Wiener,

Long Prairie, said Repub-

licans have taken a major

step toward restoring reli-
gious freedom which Min-

nesota Democrats stripped

from faith-based organiza-

tions last year.
The House on Tuesday

approved legislation per-

taining to the Minnesota
Human Rights Act (MHRA)
to re-establish protections
for religious entities against
discrimination claims. The
bill unanimously passed
the Senate earlier in the day

and, with the House also

providing overwhelming ap-

proval, it is now on Gov. Tim
Walz’s desk for enactment.

“Tuesday’s vote was a vic-

tory for religious freedom
here in Minnesota,” said
Wiener. “Despite this good
news, it is still concerning

to see how legislative Dem-

ocrats showed a complete

disregard for religious lib-

erty when they made this

change in law last year. Nev-

ertheless, I am glad to see
that we have addressed this
injustice and restored these

important religious protec-

tions for all Minnesotans.”
Wiener said this move

was necessary due to MHRA
legislation that Demo-
crats enacted in 2023, that
stripped religious protec-
tions that had been in place
since 1993. Before last year,
when gender identity was
included (or subsumed)
within the MHRA defini-
tion of sexual orientation,
the still-existing religious

exemption for sexual orien-
tation covered gender iden-

tity claims as well. When a
new, separate definition of
gender identity was creat-
ed last year, there was no
corresponding religious ex
emption added.

Quote of the week

“Until you dig a hole, you plant a tree,
you water it and make it survive, you haven’t
done a thing. You are just talking.”

— Wangari Maathai

Whatever happened to
the optimism of youth?

By Lee H. Hamilton
Hamilton Lugar School of Global &
International Studies

One of the thingsIenjoyed most, through-
out my political career, was the opportunity
to meet with young people. Almost without
exception, they were curious, thoughtful
and eager to face the world’s problems. I
especially liked their optimism, their hope
for the future.

Unfortunately, that quality seems to have
faded. When I talk to young people today,
they seem less positive about the country,
especially about our political leadership.
If you ask them to name a political leader
whom they admire, they can’t come up with
anyone.

Strikingly, they often don’t expect to be
as successful as their parents. They think
it will be harder to achieve the American
Dream. They don’t think the economy is
likely to get better; they fear it will soon get
worse. They lack the optimism that I've long
associated with youth. This may seem like a

subtle shift, but it comes across in conversa-

tions, and it’s borne out by research.
It’s true that young people have reasons

to feel pessimistic. The news seems unre-

lentingly bad: wars in Europe and the Mid-
dle East, famine in Gaza and Sudan, etc.

And today’s young people are the first gen-

eration to get their news largely from social
media, which amplifies the worst.

Members of so-called Generation Z, born
since the mid-1990s, have lived their entire
lives under the cloud of climate change, yet
their elders seem unable or unwilling to do
anything about it. They have never known a
time when mass shootings were not a regu-

lar feature of American life, an era that be-

gan 25 years ago with the Columbine High
School shooting. Theirs is the generation of
active shooter drills, locked classrooms and
metal detectors at the schoolhouse door.
When it comes to politics, they are turned
off by election campaigns that resemble

mud wrestling contests. Congress’s big re-

cent achievement was to pass a ban on Tik-

Tok, a platform that two-thirds of teenagers
use regularly. One presidential candidate
will be 81 this November, and the other will
be 78. Young people don’t see themselves or
their concerns reflected in politics.

The economy should be a bright spot:
unemployment is low and wages are rising.
But young people know that inflation eats
away at their entry-level wages and that
gains have gone disproportionately to those
at the top. High housing costs and inter-
est rates make it hard to envision buying a
home. Instead of having careers with reli-
able pay and benefits, many struggle in the
gig economy of temporary work.

This generational pessimism isn’t just
an American phenomenon. News accounts
describe a similar trend in Canada, Europe,
Japan and China. A recent UNICEF survey
found that, across high-income countries,
six in 10 young people think they will be
worse off than their parents.

Finally, it’s impossible to overstate the
impact the COVID-19 pandemic had on
young people. Many lost older relatives to
the virus. They watched as government
struggled to respond. Their education was
disrupted by school closings and shifts to
online learning. Friendships and peer net-
works were severed. The pandemic led to
what the U.S. surgeon general called a men-
tal health crisis, an epidemic of sadness
and hopelessness.

It’s tempting to point out that previous
generations also had their struggles. Young
men were drafted to fight in the two world
wars, Korea and Vietnam. The Great De-
pression made today’s financial hardship
look like child’s play. We’ve made great ad-
vances in education, health care, technolo-
gy and civil rights.

But it’s upsetting to see young people
feeling discouraged. Youth should be a time
of optimism. Faith in progress, the idea
that future generations will enjoy a life that
we can only imagine, is the American creed.
We depend on young people to embody that
faith and carry it forward.
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Mental Health
Awareness Month 2024

By Todd County Health and
Human Services

May is Mental Health
Awareness Month. Since its
inception in 1949, Mental
Health Awareness Month
has been a cornerstone of
addressing the challenges
faced by millions of Amer-
icans living with mental
health conditions. The De-
partment of Human Ser-
vices offers a “Mental health
awareness month toolkit”,
as stated on their website;
“This year’s toolkit includes
ideas and resources on what
you can do throughout the
month to raise awareness
around mental health and
suicide prevention. This
can be found here; https://

www.health.state.mn.us/
communities/suicide/docu-
ments/mhawarenessmonth.
pdf

Our Local Mental Health
Advisory Council will be
holding a Mental Health
Awareness event, May 17,
from 10 a.m.-noon, regard-
ing “The Link between
Physical & Mental Health”.
The event will be held at
Sourcewell, 202 12th St NE,
Staples. Admission is free,
Dr. Sara J. Martin MD and
Amanda Mithun LMFT will
be speaking on this topic
and Pizza will be provided
for lIunch.

Additional Mental Health
Resources include:

* The Region V+ Mental
Health Initiative:

region5mentalhealth.
com, is available to help
navigate mental health re-
sources, local events and
trainings.

*» Wellness in the Woods:,
Peer to Peer Telephone
Support line at 1-844-739-
6369. They offer a safe and
supportive place for people
to call, speak with peers
who are there to support
and listen to adults experi-
encing emotional distress.

» 988 Suicide and Crisis
Lifeline

Call or text 988 if you’re
experiencing a crisis

* Online chat at 988life-
line.org

- Text at: 741741

- High suicide rates in

rural Minnesota

By Marnie Werner, VP
Research, Center for Rural
Policy & Development,
and Tracie Rutherford Self,
Ph.D., Minnesota State
University Mankato

Since about 2000, deaths
by suicide have been rising
at a steady and alarming
rate. Something that was
once a tragic rarity, suicide
has become an almost daily

occurrence that is frighten-
ing families, shaking com-

munities, and challenging
leaders on what to do and
how to do it fast enough.
Suicide can be prevented
and people contemplating
suicide can get better, but
both require intervention,

information, and coopera-

tion.

Suicide rates also tend
to be higher in rural areas,
including in Minnesota.
Suicide rates from 2018 to

2021 were highest in north-
east and northwest Minne-
sota and lowest in the sev-

en-county Twin Cities area.
If we look at suicide rates
by population density, the

trendlines show that sui-

cide rates in our most rural
counties are spiking higher
and trending up faster than
the more densely populated
county groups.

Why do rural areas have
higher than average suicide
rates?

Unfortunately, a number
of barriers keep people in
rural areas from getting the
care they need:

o Lack of access to men-

tal healthcare. A shortage

of mental health profes-

sionals equals a shortage
of mental health services.
Rural areas typically have

fewer mental health profes-

sionals per capita compared
to urban areas, resulting
in longer wait times for
appointments and limited
availability of services. In a
2023 report from the Center

for Rural Policy & Develop-

ment (CRPD), we looked at
how licensed mental health

professionals are distrib-

uted around the state and

found that 82 percent prac-
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ticed in metropolitan re-
gions. The data also showed
that while the most densely
populated counties of the
state averaged 1 licensed
professional for every 197
residents, the least popu-
lated counties averaged 1
licensed professional for ev-
ery 741 residents, a striking
difference.

This shortage of services
has increased the distance
people need to travel to
reach a clinic or any other
kind of mental health ser-
vice and has resulted in
weeks- or months-long wait-
ing lists to see someone. Peo-
ple who are experiencing
worsening mental health
symptoms and can’t access
services often end up in an
emergency department, or
worse, in the local jail.

o Financial barriers.
Limited financial resources
and lower average incomes
among rural residents may
prevent people from afford-
ing mental health services,
especially if they are not
covered by insurance or if
they have plans with high
out-of-pocket costs. Rural
areas also have more small
businesses, which are more
likely to not provide health
insurance to their employ-
ees, making it necessary for
a person to pay for mental
health services out of pock-
et.

o Medicare and Medicaid
can be inconsistent in what
they cover. Not every men-
tal health service is covered
by Medicare and Medicaid,
and mental health service
providers tend to be reim-
bursed at a lower amount
than services for physical
healthcare. Also, health in-
surance companies tend to
use Medicare and Medicaid
as a guide for setting their
reimbursement rates.

o More jobs/industries in
rural areas involve physi-
cal/manual labor, which
leads to more injury and
chronic pain. Add to this
less access to effective
health care like physical
therapy and we find more
people turning to potential-
ly addicting painkillers or
suicide when the pain be-
comes intolerable.

o Insufficient outreach
and education. Lack of
awareness and education
about mental health issues
and available services in ru-
ral communities may keep
people from recognizing
that they need help or know-
ing where to go for it.

o Stigma and privacy con-
cerns. Stigma surrounding
mental illness in rural com-

munities can deter people
from seeking help. Local
attitudes may view mental
health issues as taboo or a
sign of weakness, contrib-
uting to the reluctance to
seek care. People living in
small, close-knit commu-
nities may be concerned
about confidentiality and
privacy, leading them to
avoid seeking care out of a
fear of stigma or gossip.

o More access to firearms.
Gun ownership is higher in
rural areas, making it eas-
ier for a person to access
a firearm when they are
most vulnerable to harming
themselves.

Farmers

Before 2020, the suicide
rate among farmers had be-
come the focus of news sto-
ries and discussions among
policymakers on what to do.
The attention disappeared
at the start of the pandem-
ic, but the problem did not.
Farmers, who make up only
1.9 percent of Minnesota’s
population, continue to
struggle with some unique
issues:

o The burden of losing
the farm, not carrying on
the legacy, or both.

o Volatility of the mar-
kets and as such, their in-
come.

o Older farmers: losing
a spouse. Younger farmers:
relationship problems and
divorce.

o In cases of divorce, the
family business (the farm)
could be at stake.

o Chronic physical pain
from a lifetime of hard
work.

o Watching the farming
community dwindle as peo-
ple continue to leave.

988 Suicide and
Crisis Lifeline

An important tool for
suicide prevention for
years has been the Suicide
and Crisis Lifeline, which
connects people in crisis
or their loved ones via call,
text, or chat with trained
counselors who live in
the state. In 2022, the orig-
inal ten-digit number was
changed to 988; the state
of Minnesota began a soft
rollout promoting the new
988 number due to capaci-
ty concerns over getting
the regional centers up and
running, said Emily Linde-
man, suicide prevention co-
ordinator with the Minne-
sota Department of Health.
As the centers become fully
operational, though, the
plan is to roll out more tar-
geted regional advertising
around the state in 2024.

Quote of the week

“Even when the dark comes
crashing through/
When you need a friend to
carry you/ And when you’re
broken on the ground/
You will be found.”
— Benj Pasek/Justin Paul,
“You Will Be Found,”
“Dear Evan Hansen”
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Sourcewell celebrates student art

A total of 127 exhibits were on dis-
play at the Regional Art Show May 9, at
Sourcewell in Staples. The event show-
cased the work of students in grades 4
- 12, featuring a variety of categories in-
cluding painting, drawing, crafts, mixed
media, digital art, photography, print
making, sculpture and pottery/ceramics.
Participating schools included Brainerd,

Pictured above at the ‘Wall of Cham-
pions’ are entries that received blue rib-
bons. They will all be entered at the Minne-
sota State Fair in August. Below, Heather
Kelm of Brainerd enjoys looking at the dis-
plays. Kelm said her sister, Ashley Storck,
is an art teacher at Browerville Schools
and that several of her students had en-
tries at the Regional Art Show. (Staples

Browerville, Menahga, Pequot Lakes, Pil-

lager and Sebeka.

World photos by Dawn Timbs)

Staples Police report

Recent reports from the
Staples Police Dept. include:

May 1, 1:20 a.m., Staples
Police were dispatched
to B & B’s bar, as a patron
reported they had been
locked inside after the bar
closed. Police requested dis-
patch make contact with a
keyholder. Police learned
that the subject had been
in the bathroom when the
bar closed. A keyholder re-
sponded, the subject was re-
leased.

May 1, Staples Police re-
ceived a report of a possible
restraing order violation.
Police are investigating pos-
sible charges.

May 1, Staples Police re-
ceived a report of harass-
ment involving three juve-
niles in a vehicle yelling
profanities out the window
at another juvenile on the
200 block of 6th St. NE. Po-
lice located the juveniles,
warned and advised them
on the incident.

May 2, Staples Police as-
sisted Wadena County Sher-
iff’s Dept. with a break-in
at The Vintage Golf Course.
WCSO is investigating.

May 2, Staples Police re-

sponded to a two vehicle
accident at the intersection
of Hwy 10 and 12th St. NE.
A vehicle was southbound
on 12th St., crossing Hwy
10 when it struck a vehicle
eastbound on Hwy. 10. Mi-
nor injuries were reported
to drivers/passengers. The
vehicles received moderate
damage. Staples Fire Dept.
and LHS ambulance assist-
ed at the scene.

May 4, Staples Police ar-
rested Christina Pederson,
47, on an outstanding war-
rant. She aws transported to
Todd County Jail.

May 5, Staples Police
received a report of a con-
fused female calling 911. Po-
lice were able to locate the
female in the 1100 block of
6th St. NE. After a long dis-
cussion, she agreed to get
a ride back to Akeley from
Wadena County Sheriff’s
Dept.

May 5, Staples Police re-
ceived a report of a female
under the influence, with
her pants down. She was
seen messing around a gar-
bage can. Police arrived in
the 200 block of 2nd Ave NE,
located the female and ad-

(o 0)
Cardinal Calendar

SM school events

o,

May

© HS CoMmMENCEMENT CON-
cert May 17, 7 p.m., Centen-
nial Auditorium

o BaccaLAUREATE DMay 19,
7 p.m., Thomastown Cove-
nant Church, Staples

o Last Day oF ScHooL May
24

O

© Corps AND AwaArRDs May
24,10 a.m., main gym

© COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY
May 24, 7:30 p.m., main gym

o MemoriaL Day May 27,
District Offices closed

All Staples-Motley Upcoming
Events are subject to change. Go
to www.isd2170.k12.mn.us for
up to the minute information.

vised of the complaint. She
was not a danger to herself
or others. Nothing further.

May 5, Staples Police re-

ceived a report of a bag of
meth found lying on the
floor inside a business in
the 1100 block of Hwy 10 E.

May 5, Staples Police re-

ceived a driving complaint

on 8th St. NE between War-

ner Rd and Prairie Ave. The
complaint was a dirt bike
with loud exhaust doing
wheelies. Police checked the

area but were unable to lo-

cate the dirt bike.

Wednesday, May 15, 2024 5 a
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May 15

ST1aPLES ALL VETERANS AND
CommuniTY PARK ASSOCIATION
will hold its monthly board
meeting Wednesday, May
15, 5:30 p.m., at Timbers
Restaurant and Event Cen-
ter in Staples. The public is
invited to attend. For Zoom
information, call Bob Ha-
mann at 218-894-3139.

May 16

‘WaLk With A Doc’ Thurs-
days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-
wood Health System’s main
campus in Staples. Meet
at the main entrance. For
more information about
this free program, visit
https://walkwithadoc.org/

join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

May 17

Women’s OPEN AA Recov-
ery MeeTinag Every Friday
in person, 10:30 a.m., Mot-
ley Free Methodist Church
(lower level), 33 Wellwood
St. E. Motley. All women
welcome.

May 19

CEeLEBRATE RECOVERY GROUP
MeeTings are held every
Sunday at 6 p.m., at Motley
Free Methodist Church, 33
Wellwood St. E., Motley.

May 20

AA croup MTtas IN MoTLEY

are held at the United Meth-
odist Church, 847 3rd Ave.
S., on Mondays at 8 p.m.

May 21

CARE MinisTRY FREE MEAL
Tuesday, May 21, 4:30- 6 p.m.,
at St. Michael’s Church, 280
1st Ave. S., Motley. The free
meals are held on a monthly
basis to promote fellowship,
connection and nourish-
ment.

EXPERIENCE STRENGTH AND
Hopre AA Groupr Mrtas IN Sta-
pLes are held at the Church
of Christ, 27343 490th St.,
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. For info.,
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

Staples-Motley School Board
regular meeting May 20

The Staples-Motley
School Board will hold their
regular meeting Monday,
May 20, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. at
the District Office, 905 4th
St. NE, Staples.

Groups or individuals
wishing to be included on
the school/community fo-
rum portion of the meet-
ing must contact the board
chair or superintendent by
noon the Friday prior to the
board meeting.

The agenda includes but
is not limited to:

-Approve the hire of: Em-
ily Benson, Elementary Ac-
ademic/Behavioral Strate-
gist 2024/2025 school year;
Tammi Walz, Assistant Gar-
dener.

-Approve the leave re-
quest from Kassie Marthal-
er, School Readiness/ECFE
Teacher

-Approve the resignation
of Catherine Cyr, MS/HS
Special Ed Teacher effec-
tive July 1, 2024

-Approve the Employ-
ment Agreements for: Julie
Polak, HR/Payroll Clerk;
LeRoy Peterson, Director
Buildings and Grounds;
Wade Vangsness, Food
Service Director; Cynthia
Denning, School Nurse;
Norbert Klimek, Transpor-
tation Director; Joe Brands-
ma, Technology Director;
Ellen Hill, Business Man-
ager; Joshua Lee, Activi-
ties Director/Community
Education Director; Kari
Sarych, Dean of Students

-Approve the 2024-2025
contract with Northern
Pines Mental Health Center

-Approve the 2024-2025
contract with Interquest
Detection Canines

-Approve the leave of ab-
sence request from Kandi
Bartylla

-Approve the assign-
ment of Kim Prestridge as
Elementary Level 3 EBD
Teacher

-Approve the non-renew-
al of Christine Mayer, Ele-

Paren

»

Aware

Parent Aware offers free tools and resources to
help families find the quality child care
programs their children need to succeed
in school and life.

ParentAware.org | 888.291.9811
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this summer.
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mentary paraprofessional
effective May 24, 2024.

-Approve the 2024-2025
School Nutrition Program
Joint Agreement with
Central Lakes Adventure
School.

-Approve the 2024-2025
MSHSL Resolution for
Membership.

-Approve the 2025 Reso-

lution of Sponsorship for

the Todd County Commu-
nity Concern for Youth Pro-

gram. $5,421.

-Approve the 2024-2025
contract for Jeff Sterriker;
Middle/High School CTE
teacher BA. (Jeff holds a
Tier 1 license, so re-posting
is required)

-Approve the 2024-2025

contract for Jocelyn Ander-

son; Middle/High School
ABS teacher BA. (Jocelyn
holds a Tier 1 license, so
re-posting is required)
-Approve the 2024-2025
contract for Tina Mitts;

FACS/Child Development
teacher BA (Tina holds a
Tier 2 license, so re-posting
is required)

-Cabinet Member Presen-
tation: AD/Community Ed
- Josh Lee

-Facilities Update - ICS

-Approve the retirement
of Jim Jackson, MS/HS
Teacher, effective at the end
of the 2023/2024 school year.

Upcoming schedule:

Fri., May 24: Last day
of school and graduation

Mon., May 27: Memori-
al Day

Mon., June 3: Board
Work Session, 6 p.m. Dis-
trict Office

FRIDAYS, June 7 - Au-
gust 9: All school offices
closed on Fridays

Mon., June 24: Board
meeting, 6 p.m. District Of-
fice

Mon., July 1 - Fri.,
July 5: All school offices
CLOSED.

'y

I $10 / plate
under 12..89

Bake Sale
Held during
Pancake Supper
Fundraiser.

Pancake Supper
J__JEngIand Prairie Pioneer Club 2024

4 Friday, May 17 4:30 - 7:30 p.m.

On England Prairie Grounds:
14229 County Road 1, Wadena, MN o
www.england-prairie.org
MEI)LQ (sit down and take out available):
Phyllis’ Famous Pancakes,
Sausage links, Eggs, Hash Browns,
Applesauce & Beverage.
ANNUAL SPRING FUNDRAISER

BRING YOUR FRIENDS &
FAMILY TO TARGET FIELD
THIS SEASON!

BUY ONE
TICKET

GET

ONE

FREE!
OFFER CODE: TWINSMNP

Thank you for reading the
Staples World

SCHEDULE YOUR
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-866-936-1290
*Special price is for first Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay, MonthlyPay,
or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services and/or products may vary by
geography. Not to be combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply.
Consumer responsible for all sales tax. *Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012.
©2024 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

twins.com/bogo

Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Restrictions apply. Offer Expires July 19, 2024.
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ONLINE BIRTHS REMOVED
AT THE REQUEST OF LAKEwWoOD
HEALTH SYSTEM.

O

Four CLC diesel students
awarded scholarships

Four Central Lakes Col-
lege Diesel Technology
students were awarded
national scholarships from
the Noregon Education
Program. The scholarship
recipients include: Erik
Bettis ($500), Hank Bemlott
($1,000), Daniel Miller ($500),
and Caleb Neal ($500).

Twenty total students
nationwide were selected
for scholarships out of 279

applicants. These four CLC
students were also the only
recipients in Minnesota.
Students had to thor-
oughly answer four essay
questions about their diesel
education, their experi-
ence in working with diesel
trucks and equipment and
explain what kind of pos-
itive change they believe
they can bring to the indus-

try.

Staples Area Church Directory

Staples

Staples Alliance
1512 8th St. NE, Staples........218-894-2891
Pastor Zach Jones

Sunday Worship...........ocococereere. 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School ......oooccrvrcrreees 11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

AWANA. o, 6:00 p.m.
Assembly of God

914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples.......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles
Small Groups (Bible classes
for all ugesr .................................. 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service............ 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church (Kids start in main
worship service)

Aldrich

Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA .................. 218-837-5831
ire227 @yahoo.com
Sunday Worship...........oooccccvrreeee 8:30 a.m.

Cushing

Bethany Lutheran

25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN

320-749-2140

Pastor Carl Larson

Pastor Chris Mathiason

www.bethanylutherancushing.org
Sunday Worship......c.c...eooverren 9:00 a.m.
Communion.......c...ee.s Ist and 2nd Sunday

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley............... 218-894-2296
Pastor Fr. Joe Korf
MASS:
RV 4:00 p.m.

United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley.....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyume.net
Sunday Worship Senvice............. 10:00 a.m.
Monday AA meeting................... 8:00 p.m.

Oylen

Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316

Family Life Church

402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568

VerndaleFLC@gmail.com

Pastor Amos Self ........cooeen... 218-371-7189
Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
Tillman Phagan, Kid's & Food Shelf Pastor
Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
SUNDAY
Youth Prayer...
Worship Service ...
Prayer Meeting
WEDNESDAY
Life Groups .....coceveccveressrrrerssnns 6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore

Prayer Meeting of each month Pastor Neal Malcore (

WEDNESDAY . . Sunday School ..... ..10:00 a.m Sunday WOrship....... 9:00 a.m.
Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade) Lincoln Evangelical Free Sunday Worship........ccevevveee 11:00am _ SundaySchool ..................... 10:30 a.m.
.............................. Mter school 10 5:30 p.m. 1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443 WEDNESDAY
Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade) Phone‘: 218- 575-2449 Pill Family Night ..o 5:30 p.m.

illager
.............................. Mter school 10 5:30 p.m.  Www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free First Lutheran Church Immanuel Lutheran Church

Church of Christ Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12p.m.  Pastor Mathew Sundquist of Bartlett Township (LCMS)

27343 490th St., Staples..........218-894-2609  Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad 717 River Street S, Pillager, MN 17097 46%& St-,hPO Box 37, Verndale

Pastor Barry Klein Community Life Pastor: Jim Brown N8-746-3775 Pastor dRO I F'?].

Facebook Live Associate Pastor: Joe Reigstad Sunday WOrship.....ccvverce 9:30am.  Sun uyéNors el B8 %:00am.
Bible School (youth and adult).....9:30 a.m. ~ SUNDAY Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays \IIBV'EFNSE 3” -
Sunday Worship........cc.ceceeevees 10:30 a.m. (huLch Whorshii) Gathering......... 10:00 a.m. 8:30 a.m. L1 [1L————— 230 p.m.

WEDNESDAY: YouTube Channel...........ccc.es 10:00 a.m. 4 Verndale United Methodist

; ] Casino Assembly of God
Adult Bible Study 6:30 p.m. Cushing dBapthist Pus}or Dan Johnson ;(]]éiﬂg\v;]ggv, Verndale
: 26298 Bear Rd., Cushing N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. T .

Ean'fz':h'g::::,‘?&a's'mp|es 716.894.1545  Postor Dan Holmes............ 320-749-2583  PhONE ... 218.746-3839  PastorlillPavlousk :

Pastor Carl Larson Sunday SOl ... 9:30am.  Sunday School .9:30a.m Sunday WOrShip.....e 00a.m.

Pastor Chris Mathiason WOTSHIP..ooseeeomsesrereenssseesserens 10:30 a.m. WOrship.......c.. 10:300m.  central Community Church

Sunday Worship Service ................. 9.00q.m, WEDNESDAY Sunday Worship... 7:00pm. 5 pijes N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)

Su?fduy Slclhoo|h0nd Bible SfUdy .................... 7:30 p.m. WEDNESDAY ...... .7:00 p.m Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
Coffee Fellowship.............ccocc.... 10:05 a.m. L First Baptist Sunday Service ......c..eevcrrrreene 9:00 a.m.
eader \ Bap , :

Sacred Heart Catholic Swan Valley Lutheran 903 River Street South, Pillager Bible Study

Church LT ... 7193972470  FstorJoke Anderson

310 4th St. NE, Staples Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 218-746-3768 St. Frederick Catholic Church

CHUTCR. e 218-894-2296 " of Word and Sacrament wrious@thepillager.com 20 Mason Avenue NW............. 218-894-2296

info@marysacc.org Sunday Worship W°f5h'R Gurhqrmg info@marysacc.org

Fr. Aaron Kuhn Jonuory-Joly o N gqm  Connedion Point............ 9:30am. Aaron Kuhn

HAgSfJ:bfid Walz MJuIyI-JulrllllJ-(::yl.-....;.l.; ........................ 11 a.m. g‘ewittf .- HASGSO;b”e' Walz

- aple Hill Lutheran urch of the Nazarene SANUTADY 6:00p.
R e Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 114 Front Street, P.0. Box 146 Hewitt, MN - . =

Seventh Day Adventist of Word and Sacrament 218-924-2028 at' Hubert Catholic %?8“5'9‘;';29 6

421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples Leader ........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River).  Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor : ;Jegruss """"""""""""""""""" L

218-894-0033 Worship and Sunday School ........9:00 a.m. . Sunday School ......ccovrvcrcrcce 9:30 a.m 'F“ OA@ mulr(ysl?cc.org
Saturday Worship .........co..... 9:30 am. Sunday Worship... .10:45 a.m. Fr. G"Lof' | VV ';

Sabbath Sch00l ... 10450m. Motley WEDNESDAY PRAYER ... 7:00 p.m. MrAss(" pEal
Thomastown Covenant IISVBI‘V,Vtellﬁzold:'S‘teE Methodist Trinity Lutheran Church Sunday ........................................ 10:30 a.m.
:,5940 %5“‘ JA"e~ Staples........218-894-3923 ooy 56466 718.352-6888 (LCMS) , Leaf River Township
ugtl?l:ducovv ot:mfnson _— Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor 5}5)24 FroRth'"eF?th PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN The Old Country Church
WEDN)IESDAY NI?GHT Hgem Casey Reynolds; Assistant Pastor u;tord o \Iﬁ? |?‘ : 030 Leaf Rivr Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
"""" ad el SunduyWgrshlp..........9:00 and 10:30 a.m. unday Worship............cooee.eeeo. 10:30 0. Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Trinity Lutheran facebook V... 9am.  Hewitt Community Church T T — 10:00 a.m.

1000 4th St, NE, Staples.........218-894-2372  WEDNESDAY Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN

Rev. Robin Collins AWANA ... 4:00-5:30 p.m.  Pastor Kenneth l!hren Wadena
Sunday Divine Senvice............. LI L LU ] J— 6:00-8:00 pm.  Sunday Worship..........oococr... 10300m. ¢ Helen’s Episcopal Church
Sunday School and Bible Class...10:30 a.m. St. John’s Lutheran Verndale 22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN

United Methodist 497 3rd Ave. S, Motly.......... 718-352-6399 b 218-631-3928

] Verndale Alliance Sunday Worship.......occcceeseveree 10:00 a.m.
310 5th St. NE, Siup|es ...218-894-2248 Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler 109 NW B Si Verndale, MN 56481
Sunday Worship................. 10:30 a.m. Sungﬂv Stho?ll and Bible Closs....8:30 am. % Lot greet, VIR
i i Sunday Worship...........oeecsevvrrre 9:30 a.m. 4
(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship) ol Mic);\ael Cgtholic T Senior Pasfor Tony Stanley
Tst St. and Birch, Motley..........218-894-2296  Heath Belknap, Postor of Student Minisiries
info@murysuctforg Sunday Worship.........c..cocereveees 9:30 a.m.
Fr. Aaron Kuhn Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
Fr. Gabriel Walz 1-11:450m.
MASS:
VLT ) 4:00 p.m.
of e
“Perspective”
Pastor Chris Mathiason, Faith Lutheran, Staples and Bethany Lutheran, Cushing
Perspective makes all the difference doesn’t  difference. Is everything and everyone against
it? us? Does it feel like we never get a lucky break?
This Spring we have had several days with  Or do we see how things are working out for
rain. Rain makes mud and mud gets tracked us? How others are wanting the best for us?
into our homes, then we have a mess. Some In the Gospel of John Chapter 16 verse 33.
youth sporting events have been cancelled We hear Jesus say.”l have told you these things,
because of the weather. A rainy day can leave so thatin Me you may have peace. In this world
us feeling a little down. you will have trouble. But take heart! | have
On the other hand, the ground has beendry  overcome the world.”
and the lakes are low. Rain now, can get water Perspective helps us to endure the chal-
in the soil and start to refill the lakes. The grass  lenges we face in this world. We trust that in
is getting green and flowers have started to Jesus we need not worry at all. Instead we give
bloom. Sometimes when a sporting event is Thanks to God for what we have and what we
cancelled it gives us the chance to catch our will receive.
breath before the next thing on our calendar. Today | give thanks for gentle soaking rains.
Perspective. How we look at what is hap- Yours in Christ.
pening. How we frame events can make a huge
! P

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

To become a
Church Directory
supporter,

call 218-894-1112.
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Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Staples Veterinary
Clinic
"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Central Building
Supply
Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

218-894-1

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890
224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
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***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworid.com.
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworid.com
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Obituaries

o,

Elizabeth Warn

Elizabeth ‘Betty’ Warn, 78, of Staples, passed away May

8, 2024, in Staples.

Mass of Christian Burial will be held Thursday, May 16,
at 11:00 a.m. at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Staples.
Visitation will be held one hour prior to services at the
church. Lunch will be served at the church following the
burial at Evergreen Hill Cemetery in Staples.

Arrangements are by the Brenny Family Funeral

Chapel, Staples.
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Robert Blessing

Robert (Bob) Paul Bless-
ing, Marine Corps veteran
and faithful husband, father,
brother, grandfather and
great-grandfather, passed
away in the afternoon of
May 3, 2024 surrounded by
family and friends after a
long and valiant battle with
cancer.

Mass of Christian Burial
was held May 10 at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church in
Staples with Father Lauren
Germann officiating,

Inturnment was at the
Minnesota State Veterans
Cemetery, Little Falls.

Bob was born January
17, 1946, to Robert (“Pete”)
and Beverly (Bergeson)
Blessing in Staples. He was
the oldest of six siblings,
whom he loved dearly.

On June 15, 1964, he
entered the United States
Marine Corps. His career
spanned 22 years. His dec-
orations included: Navy/
Marine Corps Commenda-
tion Medal, Navy/Marine
Corps Achievement Medal,
Combat Action Ribbon,
Presidential Unit Citation,
Navy Unit Commendation,
Good Conduct Medal 7
Awards, National Defense
Service Medal, Vietnam
Service Medal 4 Awards,
Sea Service Deployment
Ribbon 2 Awards, Marine
Corps Recruiting Ribbon,
Republic of Vietnam Civil
Action Unit Citation 1st
Class with Palm & Frame
and the Republic of Viet-
nam Campaign Medal. He
retired on June 28, 1986, at
the rank of Master Ser-
geant.

On April 29, 1967, he
married his childhood
sweetheart, Kathryn
Emma Marden. For 57
anniversaries they made
sure to dance to their song,
“Stranger on the Shore” by
Acker Bilk. They had three
children, Kelly, Bobby and
Jeff. Even though they
moved frequently due to
Bob’s military career, they
had a home wherever they
went. Their house, wher-
ever it was, was always open
to friends and family. So
many people were touched
and inspired by their love,
commitment and kindness
not only to each other, but
anyone they met.

In retirement, Bob and
Kathy carried on their
welcoming home in Sta-
ples. Most of their days
were spent on the deck,
in their garage, or at the
kitchen table drinking a
cup of coffee with a friend
or family member. Their
coffee pot was always brew-
ing, and oldies were always
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ads and copy is
12 noon Frida

For the
Siaples World

at hand for the listening
ear. Bob loved to play his
favorite tunes with those he
loved. He instilled the love
of music in his siblings,
children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren
through the voices of Paul
Anka, Buddy Holly, Neil
Sedaka, Elvis, the Everly
Brothers, Frankie Valli and
The Four Seasons and many
more. Sometimes, he would
drive around town with
his favorite people, playing
oldies and reminiscing on
good memories.

Bob was loved fiercely by
all who knew him. He will
be missed beyond measure.

He is survived by his
wife; children, Kelly Bless-
ing, Bobby Blessing (Kelly)
and Jeff Blessing (Heidi);
11 grandchildren, Casey
(Elizabeth) Smithley, Philip
(Emily) Smithley, Shaye
(Michael) Mast, Bailey
(Dylan) McManigle, Landon
Blessing, Riley Blessing,
Ellie Shane, Lauren Shane,
Addy (Cody) Hayes, Caleb
Shane and Hudson Shane;
his great-grandchildren,
Sophia, Leo, Caroline and
Catherine (Casey and Eliz-
abeth), Lola and Oliver
(Philip and Emily), Avah,
Dawson and baby Mast
(Shaye and Michael), Wren
(Ellie Shane) and Walker
and baby McManigle
(Bailey and Dylan).

He is preceded in death
by his parents; Jennifer
Blessing; Jeanette and
Sonny Kratz and nephew,
Jason Blessing.

Memorials can be made
to Richard M Schulze
Family American Cancer
Society Hope Lodge- Minne-
apolis, MN. website: https://
raiseyourway.donordrive.
com.

Arrangements were by
Taylor Funeral Home of
Staples.
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Needing/Wanting a )

Granite Memorial
FOR YOUR FAMILY?

I can help!
Diane M.
Hahn

29 years serving
our area!

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685
or 218-640-2341

Life Currents Policy

our webstie.

To request that an obituary, anniversary or other event (including benefit
events) be placed word for word, personalized, contain more than one
photo, or to run for more than one week, it may be placed as a display
advertisement at the regular advertising rates ($10.75 /col. inch). The item
will be placed in our newspaper with a border around it and must be paid for
at the time of placement. Deadline for adveritising copy is noon on Friday.

Obituaries received from private parties, funeral homes, will be edited
to our format and paid for prior to running at our obituary rate ($10.25 pci)
plus $5 per photo. Minimum is $60. Deadline for copy is noon on Friday,
however, every effort is made to include those with timely services. Death
notices are available and are free if followed in the next publication by the
entire obituary. Obituaries printed in the Staples World will be posted on

All obituaries are paid advertisements. Obituaries requested to be
printed word for word will be charged regular advertising rates and marked
as a -Paid Advertisement- with a box around it.

Please be sure to include the name of the deceased, date of birth, age,
city of residence, when and where he or she died and the name and city of
the funeral home handling the arrangements.
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Cardinals cap busy baseball
week with walk-off win

The Staples-Motley base-
ball team went 2-2 in four
close games during the week
of May 7-10. They lost 4-3 at
Breckenridge on May 7 and
won 6-5 at Long Prairie-Grey
Eagle on May 9. They played
two games at home on May
10, losing to Pelican Rapids
7-2 and beating Sauk Centre
3-2 on a walk-off double by
Colbe Tappe.

At Breckenridge, Ben
Tyrrell only gave up two
hits through six innings.
The Cardinals took a lead
into the seventh inning, but
couldn’t hold it.

“Ben pitched an amazing
game,” said Coach Shane
Tappe, “but we had a few
critical errors and gave up
some clutch hits to the Cow-
boys and they won in walk
off fashion.”

The Cardinal hitters
were only able to put
together 4 hits so it was a
slow night at the plate.

At Long Prairie, Colbe
Tappe started on the mound
for the Cardinals. Also
pitching was his brother
Cooper Tappe in his var-
sity pitching debut. Griffin
Bettis closed the door on the
Thunder by pitching the 7th
inning. The Cards came out
with a 6-5 win against a very
solid Long Prairie team.

“All three of our pitchers
did a solid job and it was
really nice to see the young-
ster (Cooper Tappe) come
in and keep us in the game.”
said Coach Tappe. “Then
to have one of our leaders
come in the 7th inning and
finish the game, that was an
exclamation point.”

The Cardinal bats were
also hot that night with 12
hits as a team. Colbe Tappe

went 3-3 with a home run,
double, and single, Alex
Schultz had two hits, includ-
ing a double, Bettis had two
hits including a double as
well as driving in two runs
at a pivotal time in the game.
Ben Tyrrell had two singles
while Kris Taylor, Hayden
Rutherford, and Jack Carl-
son added a hit each.

Against Pelican Rapids,
the Cardinals had a few
errors which gave a good
Pelican Rapids team addi-
tional opportunities to keep
innings alive and score runs
in situations that could
have been ended with min-
imal damage.

On a positive note the
Cardinal bats were again
strong, recording eight hits
against very solid pitchers.
Hits for the Cardinals came
from Tyrrell, Jack Carl-
son, Colbe Tappe with two
each and Taylor and Cooper
Tappe each getting one hit.

Bettis pitched six strong
innings and Elijah Kossan
came in relief to finish the
game. Despite the 7-2 loss,
there were some bright
spots in the game.

“The difference in the
game was really the fielding
and throwing errors. If we
can clean those up, that is
a really tight game,” said
Tappe.

Against Sauk Centre, the
Cardinals had to scratch
together some hits and man-
ufacture runs to get the win.
They had three hits coming
off the bats of Colbe Tappe,
Taylor, and Tyrrell.

“Pitching and defense
kept us in this game and
gave us a chance to win the
game in the bottom of the
7th inning,” said Tappe.

i s
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Colbe Tappe

Jack Carlson started the
game on the mound and
pitched the first two innings.

“Jack just returned to the
lineup after coming back
from injury so we wanted to
keep his pitch count down,”
said Tappe.

They turned to another
young player, Elijah Kossan,
who pitched four innings,
recording six strikeouts and

only one walk. Tyrrell came
in for the 7th inning and
shut down the Mainstreet-
ers, only facing 3 batters in
the inning.

Tyrrell got on base with
a walk then advanced with
a wild pitch. Colbe Tappe
drove a double to the left
center gap over the head of
the outfielders to drive in
Tyrrell for the Cardinal win.

Track and field teams competitive
in True Team section

The Staples-Motley boys
were fourth and the girls
placed eighth in the Section
6A True Team Track and
Field meet on May 7. Many
of the athletes also com-
peted at a meet in Melrose
on May 9.

“In a meet where every
position in an event matters
for scoring, both our boys
and girls teams battled near
the top in our section,” said
Coach Bruce Fuhrman.

Boys meet

The Cardinals were
expected to be a contender
and were in the second posi-
tion early in the meet.

Avandre Brandt found
himself in a four-way tie
in the high jump at 6’2", yet
ended up being fourth after
misses were factored in.

“It was great to see his
confidence grow,” said
Fuhrman. Brandt placed
second in the open 200
meter with a new sopho-
more school record of 23.56.
At the Melrose meet two
days, he moved into the fifth
spot on the school’s top ten
list in the long jump with a
leap more than 21 feet.

Noah Larson finished
second 110 hurdles, compet-
ing against some seasoned
hurdlers. Noah was out-
standing,” said Fuhrman.
“He has worked hard to
improve his speed and form
in this event. As a sopho-
more, he is no doubt one of
the best in the section head-
ing into the final weeks.”

The pole vaulting duo of
Conner Kuhns and Turner
Beachy continued to stand
out. Because of rain and
wind, there were many
delays in the pole vault,
giving them a lot of down
time. Beachy used his time
to enter in the 300 hurdles,
which he wasn’t sched-
uled to run. He ran well
and helped the team in the
standings.

“Those were some needed
points, he is an impressive
team player,” said Fuhrman.

When Beachy got the
chance to vault in good
weather at Melrose, he
improved his personal best
by clearing 14 feet.

The team placed well in
every event and came close
to the top team, but didn’t
quite have the firepower to

get to the state true team
meet.

Girls meet

The Staples-Motley
girls track and field team
lacked depth coming into
the season, but were rein-
forced by a number of for-
eign exchange students who
have fill spots in the true
team meet.

The Cardinals were led
by double winner Audrey
Brownell, who won the 800
and 1,600 meter runs.

“Audrey dominated in
th 1,600, as expected,” said
Fuhrman. “She is a top 1,600
competitor in the state this
season. Things were a bit
tighter in the open 800 meter,
when Audey was challenged
the entire race by a Barnes-
ville runner, who has been
a top finisher the past three
seasons in our section and
state.” Brownell held her
off to the finish, to take top
honors.

“Kyanna Burton also
competed in the open 800,
winning her heat to get us a
pile of points in this event,”
said Fuhrman. Burton also
competed to a second place
finish in the 3,200 meter run,
a tough double to run those
two races close together.

Annie Schlosser contin-
ues to shine in the discus
event. “It was a competitive
field today, and Annie fin-
ished ninth,” said Fuhrman.
“Her hard work and deter-
mination could put her in
a position to compete with
the top athletes in our sub-
section.”

Corinne Olson was third
in the 100-meter dash.

“Corinne has become a
top competitor in the 100
meter this season,” said
Fuhrman, “she has run this
event since her junior high
years and is now among the
top in this event during her
junior year. She has been
patient and persistent.”

Sophia Luna was 7th in
the 100-meter dash as an 8th
grader.

“They both ran very well
in the open 400 meter also,”
said Fuhrman.

Girls results
Section 6A True Team
meet
Barnesville 696, Pelican
Rapids 644, United Clay-Becker
610, Osakis 603, Frazee 602, Ber-

tha-Hewitt/Verndale 591, Long
Prairie-Grey Eagle 523, Sta-
ples-Motley 498, Wadena-Deer
Creek 483, Ottertail Central
455, Ashby-Brandon-Evansville
441, United North Central 372,
Breckenridge 326, Parkers Prai-
rie 284, New York Mills 234

100 - 3. Corinne Olson 13.93, 7.
Sophia Luna 14.18

200 - 22. Tamara Streli 31.96,
25. Kana Reese 32.62

400 - 20. Olson 1:10, 21. Luna
1:10

800 - 1. Audrey Brownell 2:20,
7. Kyanna Burton 2:33

1,600 - 1. Brownell 5:10, 11.
Aleea Holst 6:06

3,200 - 2. Burton 11:41, 12.
Holst 13:41

100 hurdles - 20. Bailey Wei-
land 20.60, 22. Abby Brichacek
21.20

300 hurdles - 18. Brichacek
1:00, 23. Avery Japke 1:02

4x100 - 6.Ronnie Noska,
Luna, Reese, Olson 56.12

4x200 - 11. Paula Rauwerda,
Noska, Streli, Reese 2:05

4x400 - 12. Naila Mikhaeil,
Suhalia Mikhaeil, Brooke
Bendson, Leah Greenwaldt 5:22

4x800 - 10. N. Mikhaeil, S.
Mikhaeil, Bendson, Maddie
Kist 12:13

Discus - 9. Annie Schlosser
82’4, 19. Weiland 69°10”

High jump - 19. Japke 4’6", 24.
Dalma Kovacs 4°2”

Long jump - 22. Charlotte
Wunderlich 13’3”, 26. Ronnie
Noska 12°9”

Shot put - 5. Camden Ander-
son 31°0”, 11. Weiland 28°10”

Triple jump - 11. Brichacek
29’9”, 21. Noska 27°7”

Melrose Dave Sieben Invi-
tational

100 - 10. Olson 13.90, 24. Streli
15.05, 32. Marissa Heifort 16.60

200 - 26. Martina Lopez
Matarredon 32.66, 30. Kovacs
33.21, 31. Kylee Chenoweth 33.25

1,600 - 15. S. Mikhaeil 6:18, 27.
Kist 7:14

100 hurdles - 14. Weiland
19.42, 17. Brichacek 20.76

4x100 - 6. SM 55.39

4x200 - 9. SM 2:03

High jump - 14. Kovacs 4’3”

Long jump - 22. Luna 12’4”,
29. Heifort 10”17, 30. Francesca
Malangone 9’9.5”

Triple jump - 9. Brichacek
29'11.5”

Pole vault - 7. Wunderlich
6’6", 16. Streli 6’6"

Discus - 6. Schlosser 92’77, 14.
Weiland 76’27, 21. Josie Jennis-
sen 68’5”

Shot put - 2. Anderson
31°11.5”, 9. Weiland 28’117, 22.
Jennissen 24’4”

Boys resuits
Section 6A True Team
meet
Osakis 806, Pelican Rapids
803, Bertha-Hewitt/Verndale
794, Staples-Motley 737, United

Clay-Becker 732, Ottertail
Central 614, Breckenridge
509, Frazee 497, Wadena-Deer
Creek 479, Long Prairie-Grey
Eagle 406, Parkers Prairie 368,
Ashby-Brandon-Evansville 317,
Barnesville 281, United North
Central 221, New York Mills 72

100 - 5. Avandre Brandt 12.03,
11. Massimo Pili 12.39

200 - 2. Brandt 23.56, 16. Pili
25.83

400 - 9. Blake Neelan 59.24, 11.
Sawyer Ferdon 59.88

800 - 3. Logan Robben 2:08, 13.
Odin Trif 2:21

1,600 - 7. L. Robben 4:53, 18.
Ivan Lozano 5:42

3,200 - 8. Dillan Robben 11:50,
13. Blaine Plattner 12:21

110 hurdles - 2. Noah Larson
17.12,11. Gavin Chenoweth 19.84

300 hurdles - 11. Turner
Beachy 47.21, 22. Chenoweth
54.39

4x100 - 5. Benet Robinson,
Chenoweth, Pili, Josiah Critten
46.90

4x200 - 3. Robinson, Neelan,
Critten, Brandt 1:37

4x400 - 5. Robinson, Neelan,
Sawyer Ferdon, L. Robben 3:51

4x800 - 5. Lozano, Plattner, D.
Robbin, Trif 9:37

Discus - 9. Dustin Converse
97°2”, 12. Drake Dukowitz 91°11”

High jump - 4. Brandt 6’2",
19. Larson 4’10”

Long jump - 8. Robinson
18’8, 9. Critten 18°2”

Pole vault - 2. Beachy 12’07, 7.
Conner Kuhns 10°6”

Shot put - 3. Steven Petrich
41°3”, 12. Dukowitz 36’3”

Triple jump - 7. Ferdon 38°0”,
14. Alexander Helstrom 33’9”

Melrose Dave Sieben Invi-
tational

100 - 10. Pili 11.95, 14. Robin-
son 12.05, 25. Bjerga 13.00

200 - 2. Brandt 23.38, 20. Hel-
strom 26.86

400. 5. D. Robben 54.45, 24.
Carter Kist 1:20

800 - 5. Trif 2:17, 23. Andrew
Dobson 2:39

1,600 - 14. Plattner 5:18

3,200 - 15. Lozano 12:04

110 hurdles - 6. Chenoweth
19.40

4x100 - 5. SM 48.16

4x200 - 3. SM 1:35

4x400 - 7. SM 353

4x800 - 7. SM 9:23

High jump - 8. Critten 5’5",
15. Beachy 5°'1”

Long jump - 1. Brandt 21°4.5”,
17. Bjerga 16°3”, 29. Carson
Dewald 14°7.5”

Triple jump - 5. Ferdon
38’107, 14. Kuhns 35’9.5”, 21.
Justin Olson 32’10.5”

Pole vault - 1. Beachy 14’07, 2.
Kuhns 12°0”

Discus - 5. Dukowitz 11°4”,
8. Converse 105°5”, 20. Petrich
89°'10”

Shot put - 3. Petrich 41°6”, 12.

Dukowitz 37°10”, 14. Converse
2730”

Cooper Tappe

Bestland
comes through
at Bemidji

Grant Bestland shot a
three over par 75 to place
fourth at the Bemidji Invite
on May 6, leading the Sta-
ples-Motley golf team to a
fifth place finish in a high
level meet.

The Cardinals also
played at Deacon’s Lodge on
May 7 and at the St. Cloud
Country Club on May 9.

Starting on the ninth at
Bemidji Town & Country
Club, Bestland tore up the
course with four birdies in
his first eight holes. He was
slightly cooler on his second
nine, with one birdie, but
finished with a par for a
total of three over par 75.

Carter White played
a steady round with one
birdie. The rest of the Car-
dinals played well but got in
trouble on a few holes with
double bogeys.

White shot under par at
the Arnold Palmer Invite
at Deacon’s Lodge. He was
even on front nine and one
under on back nine. Best-
land came on strong with
five pars and a birdie on
his last nine holes. Keller
Anderson and Jackson
White were steady, mixing
pars and birdies throughout
their round.

With 20 high-level teams
at the St. Cloud Invitational,
every stroke was crucial to
the team standings. Carter
White started out on fire,
shooting four under par in
his first nine holes, includ-
ing an eagle on the 529
yard, par five 9th hole. But
he scored double bogeys
on two holes after that and
ended up three over par for
7th place. Thomas Johnson
scored nine pars on 18 holes
for a very consistent round
to put him in the third spot
on the team with an 84.

All three meets were
against high level compe-

tition. The Cardinals have
been in the same range as
two of their Section 6AA
rivals, Pequot Lakes and St.
Cloud Cathedral, finishing
in front of them in some
meets and behind them in
others. With another top
team, Albany, in the same
section, it will make for a
very competitive meet with
four top teams trying to get
one spot at state. The sec-
tion meet is June 3-4.

Team results

Bemidji Invite

Bemidji 306, East Grand
Forks 315, Roseau 317, Pequot
Lakes 319, Staples-Motley 322,
Walker-Hackensack-Akely
326, Grand Rapids 326, Detroit
Lakes 328, Thief River Falls
340, Crookston 367, Pine Riv-
er-Backus 369, Park Rapids 385,
Wadena-Deer Creek 410

4. Grand Bestland 75, 7.
Carter White 77, 34. Jackson
White 84, 41. Peyton Mithun
86, 45. Keller Anderson 87, 46.
Thomas Johnson 88

Arnold Palmer Invita-
tional at Deacon’s Lodge

Walker-Hackensack-Akely
302, Eden Prairie 312, Sta-
ples-Motley 318, Robbinsdale
Armstrong 320, Pequot Lakes
327, Little Falls 330, Pierz 337,
Crosby-Irongon/Aitking 348,
Pine River-Backus 361, Wade-
na-Deer Creek 432

2. C. White 71, 13. Bestland
30, 18. J. White 83, 24. Anderson
84, 26. Mithun 85, 47 Johnson 97

St. Cloud Country Club
Invitational

Benilde-St. Margaret’s 306,
Eagan 315, Marshall 317, St.
Cloud Cathedral 318, Pequot
Lakes 320, Sartel 321, Bemidji
323, New London-Spicer 323,
Staples-Motley 324, Rogers
325, Buffalo 325, Monticello
328, Mounds View 330, Willmar
331, Brainerd 332, Heritage
Christian 334, Wayzata 334, St.
Michael-Albertville 341, Litch-
field 348, Sauk Rapids-Rice 349,
St. Cloud Crush 372

7. C. White 75, 30. Bestland
81, 60. Johnson 84, 60. J. White
84, 92. Anderson 88, 106. Mithun
92

Uselman continues
to lead girls golfers

Mallory Uselman fin-
ished 4th out of 47 golfers at
the Section 6AA Pre-section
meet at Blackberry Ridge in
Sartell on May 6. Uselman
shot 85. Katelyn Schotzko
was 17th place with 105 and
Olivia Olsson was 46th with
144.

Uselman was the only
Staples-Motley varsity
golfer at a meet at the St.
Cloud Country Club on May
9, finishing in 5th place out
of 86 golfers. She started
out slow but then shot eight
pars on her next nine holes
to finsh with an 82.

At the home invite, Usel-
man started out on fire with
five straight pars followed

by two birdies on holes 6
and 7 at The Vintage in
Staples. She was even par
after nine holes, then had
one more birdie on the back
nine, shooting a 4 on the par
5 16th hole.

Team results

Cardinal Invite

Detroit Lakes 303, Fergus
Falls 372, Moorhead 384,
Hermantown 399, Pine Riv-
er-Backus 412, Staples-Motley
428, Wadena-Deer Creek 433,
Osakis 457, Crosby-Ironton/
Aitkin 475

5. Mallory Uselman 81, 23.
Katelyn Schotzko 101, 46. Molly
Hoemberg 122, 49. Sarah Kroll
124, 51. Brooklyn Winter 136, 53.
Maci Mithun 139

Softball splits

with DL

The Staples-Motley soft-
ball team split a double-
header with Detroit Lakes
on May 9, losing a close one
in the first game, 10-9, then
coming back strong with a
15-4 win.

In the first game, Rachel
Kossan hit a home run while

Lilly Tyrell and Lauren
Rutten had two hits each.

In the second game,
Kossan collected four hits
in five at bats, while Rutten
and Ellie Moulton each
had two hits. The winning
pitcher was Leighton Bettis.
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205
Help Wanted

HELP WANTED
Seasonal Public Works - Parks employees

The City of Staples is hiring Seasonal Public Works-Parks employees.
This is a great job for anyone who wants to spend their workday outdoors
during the summer months. Most of the time will be spent mowing grass
and trimming weeds on all City of Staples parks and properties. This posi-
tion will be asked to do routine maintenance on the mowing equipment
and assist with other Public Works and Park duties as needed and as time
allows. This position will work 40 hours most weeks, but that may be al-
tered due to weather. Employment will begin after Memorial Day and end
before Labor Day. Starting pay is $15/hour.

\STOR ], Apply at the City of Staples City Hall,
e ‘ 122 6th St NE, Staples, MN 56479.

g VS
r@\' You may also find an application on our website at

www.staplesgovoffice.com.
For questions, call Public Works Director,
—— Scott Grabe, 218-894-2550, Ext 6.

Application deadline is May 24, 2024.
EOE

c120-22¢

THOMASTOWN
TOWNSHIP is immediate-
ly seeking applications for a
road maintenance opera-
tor. Position would be part-
time with the potential of
full-time employment over
the summer months. Job
duties include but are not
limited to operating heavy
equipment such as road
grader and plow truck for
snow plowing. We ask that
applicants have at least 3-5
years of experience in relat-
ed fields. The pay rate will
depend on qualifications
and experience. For exten-
sive details on the job or to
apply contact: Stacy Dukow-
itz, 218-371-5046.

19-23c

208
Storage

Hiring: Customer Support Specialist
Do you enjoy making people smile?

Can you solve problems faster than a download
on a 5 Gbps internet connection? Then you might be
our perfect Customer Support Specialist! Join our
team and be the hero our customers deserve.
We're looking for someone who can help our customers
enjoy the best experience with our products and services.
The qualities of the best candidates include good written
and verbal skills, technical aptitude, and a desire to make
people happy by connecting them to the broadband
services they need. Prior broadband and telecommuni-
cations industry experience is a plus, but we will train the
right person. Outstanding benefits, paid holidays,
time off, and more make this a great opportunity!

To apply, send your
% . resumé to
) hr@wcta.net.
West Central Check www.wcta.net/
A ———— about/careers

We Connect You:

for full details. EOE

FOR RENT

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551

6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

Wednesday, May 15, 2024

WANTED TO
Buy

501

Miscellaneous
JUNK CARS & TRUCKS.
218-639-5509. 19-21c

REAL ESTATE

602
Apartments

for Rent
STAPLES: Downtown, 1
- 2 bdrm., recently remod-
eled, NO pets, non smoking,
218-894-3108. 6tfc

STAPLES: 1 BR efficien-
cy; FREE laundry. Avail.
immediately, $400. 320-266-
2189. 19-21p

STAPLES: 1 BR apt.;
FREE laundry. Avail. May
15, $450. 320-266-2189.

19-21p

MR EEO/AA

Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income
older, handicapped or
disabled. Heat, water,

@ Call Rosie Talberg, Manager at:
MOTLEY, MINN.

Sunny Pines

eligible, 62 years or

sewer, electric
provided.

320-468-2303 &7

GARAGE SALES
701

FIVE FAMILY GA-
RAGE/ YARD SALE:
Fri., May 24, Sat., May
25, Sun., May 26, 8 a.m.-
5 p.m. 304 Warner Rd
NE, Staples. Tools, adult
clothing, antiques, 1g. dog
kennel, bird cages, horse
tack, saddles, saddle
racks, horse statues, fur-
niture, sewing machine,
craft/ sewing, embroi-
dery, knitting supplies;
movies, books and more.

21-22p

ANNUAL GARAGE
SALE: Thurs., May 23-
Fri., May 24, 8 a.m.-7 p.m.,
Sat., May 25, 8 a.m.-noon.
Staples Assembly of God,
914 3rd Avenue NE, Staples.
Items of interest: 17’ Cole-
man Canoe w/paddles (1978

Ram X17), home schooling
materials, guitar, material
(fleece, etc.), tools, bi-fold
doors, treadmill, stackable
kid’s chairs, hunting gear
(coats, decoys, etc.), Dining
table with leaves/6 chairs.
21-22¢

GARAGE SALE: The
0Old River Rat is having
another sale, Thurs., May
16, Fri., May 17, Sat., May
18. A lot of brass and cop-
per items; galvanized stuff,
traps, fishing, old tools. Way
too much to list. A lot of
pretty rocks. Also buying
agates. Early and late sales
welcome. Gary Stevenson,
5220 Crystal Rd., Motley,
MN 56466. Ph: 218-820-2197.

21p

mcan

EASTWOOD

APARTMENTS
in Motley MN.
is now accepting

applications for FUTURE

2-3 bedroom apartments
Laundry facilities
available on site.

garage included with
apartment. All utilities paid.
Applications are available at:

956 Hwy 10 S., Motley

For information and
qualifications
@ contact Nicole at

218-751-6881

An Equal Housing Opportunity

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

218-296-5031 =

Under new ownership

We are accepting
applications for 2 and 3
bedroom townhomes in

Staples, a community
you can get attached to.
Rent based on income.

Now professionally

managed by

4 BRUTGER

EQUITIES, INC.
Income guidelines apply.

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network =%

Staples ®, \World

Advertising
(classified and display),
copy, public notices,
letters to the editor, etc.: |

DEADLINE ‘9w
3

WANTED:

prices fall.

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
Call Dan at 612/720-2142

EMPLOYMENT

ANNANDALE SCHOOLS

WANTED TO BUY

GET DISH
satellite TV -+ internet! Free install, free
HD-DVR upgrade,

movies,

80,000 on-demand
plus limited time up to $600
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

Discover
anyone

Unlimited talk,

GET BOOST INFINITE!
text and data for just

regain
Call Am

who
is concerned about a fall or wants to
access to

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

for
stairs,

the ideal solution

struggles on the

entire home.
866/852-5506

their
eriGlide today!

is hiring a night shift custodian, 2-10:30

p-m. M-F. Excellent wages, benefits

for this year-round position. Apply at

www.isd876.org, human resources page.

© 00000 0000000000000

SAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper

or MNA 800-279-2979

to find out how you can save
money by placing your

advertisement here!

$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one
low price! Call today and get the latest
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

SAFE STEP

North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installation and

service. Now featuring our FREE show-
er package and $1600 Off for a lim-
ited time! Call today! Financing avail-

Advertise here statewide
in 200+ newspapers for
only $279 per week!
Call 800-279-2979

DONATE YOUR CAR
or SUV to assist the blind and
impaired. Arrange a swift,

truck,
visually
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a gen-
erous year-end tax credit. Call Heritage

able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882 for the Blind Today at 844/220-9501

Friday noon
*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

JERVICE DIRECTORN

Electrical Services for

Gizh /E .
«Commercial
EST 1934 sIndustrial
PLUMBING & HEATING 218-296-2461 CELL 218-833-0581
 PLUMBING RESIDENTIAL AND
Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 - Mike Rollins 218-296-2461 LIGHT COMMERCIAL
» HEATING hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

Licensed, Bonded & Insured - Over 30 years experience

» AIR CONDITIONING
+ GEOTHERMAL
* NEW CONSTRUCTION

ST PAuL DRAKE

e ]
« REMODEL (O LIY A Y37 09 | Excavation & Septic Service [
N IS¢’ = cGeneral Lot Clearing - -
SERVICE P ‘: . .*Storm Damage Clean Up 218-919-2222 \ Long Prairie Sanltalllzf'l'
MN LIC. #PC644417 .\ eStump Grinding *Brushing Septic System Installation MN State Certified Long Prairie, MN

218-894-2284 Sea

55 ft. Bucket Truck
WWW.CALLGIZA.COM ¢ 218-894-2871

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

SO0l ONAL

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

CONSTRUCTION

*Camera Inspection, Tank
Pumping and Cleaning

6685 330th St.,
Cushing_;, MN. 56443

218-631-3101 3888-878-5578

Sellnow
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow

sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 - 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie
320-732-1919  Toll free: 877-297-1125
Ib*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified
)y Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.
+ Probate and Trusts
« Estate Planning « Family Law
+ Real Estate + Business Law
«Title Insurance « Elder Law
« Personal Injury « Auto Accidents

www.sellnowlaw.com
_——
P H B ROMPT SERVICE

i Phil Bjerga
Exc‘:l‘":tlng 218-639-5007

= Licensed / Bonded / Insured
N R Septics * Waterlines ¢ Trenching * Basements ¢ Retaining Walls
X Landscaping & Site Preparation * Backhoe & Skid Loader Work
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming ¢ Custom Pressure Washing
Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. * Snow PIowing & Removal

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC T /2 [ PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU!
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS _) - W= Staples, MN 56479 e
. L _ _ )
T COMPLIANGE INSPECTIONS @EC) CONSTRUCTION L 218-894-3105 o5

Asphalt Paving « Seal Coating « Excavating « Driveways
Roads « Parking Lots « Site Prep « Gravel « Rock « Black Dirt
Fill « Peat « Ponds « Demolition « Hauling « Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

Dirt » Gravel * Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits ¢ Fill Dirt
Clearing & Grading e Ditch Cleaning ¢ Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

Andy Statema *320-594-2912 » 320-594-6347 4;~f_gu§3

SW 2024 changed wk #19

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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Beautiful ceremony

Paul Drange, Sourcewell Chief Re-
gional Solutions Officer, and Kassidy
Rice, Sourcewell Senior Director of Edu-

Sourcewell honors
Educators of Excellence

More than 90 local teach-
ers and staff from schools in
Cass, Crow Wing, Morrison,
Todd, and Wadena coun-
ties were selected by school
administration for out-
standing dedication, lead-
ership and innovation. For
their achievements, they
were celebrated as Educa-
tors of Excellence at two
special events held, April 24,
and May 1, in Blacksmith
Main at The Northern
Pacific Center in Brainerd.

These events recognized
and awarded local educa-
tors who positively impact
students and colleagues.
This year, in addition to 50
Teachers of Excellence, 46
non-teaching staff were also
named and recognized with
anew award category called
Pillars of Excellence. Since
this additional award cate-
gory, the event was split into
two nights:

An additional award
called Innovator of the Year,
given by the Innovative
Schools Project (ISP), was
presented to Jon Koenig
and Dr. Lake Mathison, both
from Royalton School Dis-
trict.

Crosby-Ironton school
counselor Trevor Rohloff
was among those honored at
the event.

“In this job, in this role...
you don’t always get to
see the impact you have,”
Rohloff says. “A lot of times
you're working with some
pretty tough situations, and
it might be years before you
see or even hear that you
had an effect on some kids.
To see that, to hear that
from those kids and some of
the people that I work with
here, that’s incredible.”

In addition to Cros-
by-Ironton, educators from
the following districts were
honored: Bertha-Hewitt,
Brainerd, Cass Lake-Bena,
Freshwater, Little Falls,
Menahga, Northland Com-
munity, Pequot Lakes, Pierz,
Pillager, Pine River-Backus,
Royalton, Sebeka, Sta-
ples-Motley, Swanville,
Upsala, Verndale, Wade-
na-Deer Creek and Walk-
er-Hackensack-Akeley.

Teachers of
Excellence

Jill Kneisl Staples-Mot-
ley Middle/High School

As a visual arts teacher,
Jill excels at helping stu-
dents build on their own
strengths and interests.
Her approach to all aspects
of art allows students to
flex their creativity and try
something unique. Jill’s
calming rapport and cre-
ative approach make her
classroom a school favorite:
Many students ask to spend
free time there whenever
possible.

Dawn Weite Sta-
ples-Motley Elementary
School

Dawn is a driving force
at her school for effective

Educator awards

cation Solutions, speak to the Educators
of Excellence, held at the Northern Pacif-
ic Center in Brainerd. (Submitted photo)

) Staples World ga
Dollars for Scholars

Staples and Motley Dollars for Scholars gave away $118,172 in scholarships to
local seniors and one non-traditional student, at their awards night on May 1. Below
are the largest scholarships given away, the Harold Griffiths Scholarships. (Submitted
photos)

F

Addisyn Cichos, $12,000 four year
health occupations Harold Griffiths Schol-
arship, with Dollars For Scholars Board
member Lisa Giza.

Isabel Birkholtz, $3,000 health oc-
cupations Harold Griffiths Scholarship,
with Dollars For Scholars Board member
Jill Albie.

Sabina Moe, $20,000 four year Har-
old Griffiths Scholarship with Dollars For
Scholars Board member Julie Benson

Gabe Koval, $4,000 two year Har-
old Griffiths Scholarship, with Dollars For
Scholars Board member Mary Kobliska.

Below, the Staples-Motley Educators of Excellence

receive their awards from Paul Drange of Sourcewell.

(Submitted photos)

e

R

Dawn Weite

learning. She frequently
shares new education strat-
egies from a wide range of
sources, from podcasts to
graduate courses. Dawn
has been adaptable in the
face of significant changes,
challenges, and her great
attitude and rapport with
students are a testament to
the consideration she puts
into every choice she makes.

Pillars of Excellence

Angela Jares Sta-
ples-Motley Middle/High
School

Angie tackles hard work
with some of the district’s
most challenging student
situations. Her consistency
and strategic sense of calm
have a big impact on student
growth and success, and she

steps in wherever neces- |

sary with an eagerness to
grow and improve her work.
Angie works closely with the
special education teacher to
build positive relationships
and maintain high-quality
education.

Yolanda Koppes, Sta-

ples-Motley Elementary
School

Yolanda’s kindness and
effectiveness as a parapro-
fessional are legendary. All
students look forward to
interacting with her. Her
positivity throughout every
task in a typical day sets a
solid foundation for learn-
ing throughout the building.
Yolanda is always two steps
ahead, ready to step up or

Educator awards

Above, a Central Lakes College robotics student gets congratulations from his
college teachers. Below, the production crew at the CLC graduation on May 8 had high
tech equipment that live streamed the event so it can be watched online. (Staples World
photos by Mark Anderson)

Jill Kneisl

anticipate a colleague’s
needs before they say any-
thing.




Staples World

1 0 a Wednesday, May 15, 2024

P

Graduation season

Military Honors given to fallen veteran Robert Blessing o con e o0 o0 e oo atoned the

Marine Corps Veteran Robert (Bob) Blessing of Detachment) out of Brainerd, included a flag presenta- C€remony on May 8. Above, Student Senate Presigjent
Staples received full military honors following his funeral  tion, 21-gun salute, and the playing of Taps. Blessing  Bri Adams speaks. Below, students get congratulations

service at Sacred Heart Church in Staples May 10. The  was later buried at Camp Riley in Little Falls. (Staples ~ from administration, faculty and staff. (Staples World pho
tos by Mark Anderson)

ceremony, led by the Marine Corps Leagu

e (Heartland

it BTV

Sty B

World photos by Dawn Timbs)
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Members of the Marine Corps League (Heartland Robert (Bob) Blessing, May 10, at Sacred Heart Church

Cl'(l)'s'ing' prayer

Detachment) out of Brainerd offered a closing prayer
following the funeral service for Marine Corps Veteran

WAKEFIELD continued from page 1a

Discovering community’s identity is part of
economic development plan

of going to a smaller town
and focusing on one com-
munity instead of working
around multiple counties.
But he also knows there
are unique aspects of small
towns.

“You get every respon-
sibility you ask for,” said
Wakefield, acknowledging
that there is both good and
bad in that.

“It means you have a
chance to make an impact,”
he said.

It also gives a person the
challenge to be bigger than
they would be, he said.

“If not me, then who? A
small community needs
that,” said Wakefield.

As far as the economic
development job, Wakefield
said he sees “a lot of oppor-
tunity to expand on work
done previously.”

He said Staples has many
advantages for a small town,
including several major
employers so that the com-
munity doesn’t rely on just
one.

In his first week on the
job, Wakefield has toured
multiple businesses and

employers in Staples.
“The people here are the
most welcoming I've ever

run into,” said Wakefield.
“I’ve been to D.C., Copen-

hagen and around North

Dakota and Minnesota.

Here, people are genuinely
excited to see a new face in
the community.

After learning about Sta-

ples, he realized that most
of the big issues here are
not unique and are similar

to most rural towns. “Demo-

graphics, personal wealth
and income, housing and
childcare” are affecting
most small towns, he said.
He is interested in doing
big economic projects, but

to get the most out of eco-

nomic development, he
believes in community

building as part of eco-

nomic development.

He pointed out that many
rural communities were
built as railroad stops, but

are now losing that iden-

tity because that purpose
doesn’t exist any more.
Because communities are
changing, the question of

what the community iden-

in Staples. (Staples world photo by Dawn Timbs)

tity is and should be keeps
coming up.

“It’s hard to fix other
problems when we don’t
know who we want to be,”
said Wakefield.

Decisions about eco-
nomic development can
often stem from that.

“The answer is not always
obvious. What is this com-
munity’s claim to fame,
what is its secret sauce?” he
asked. “The sooner we find
that, the better we’ll be able
to shape that vision.”

Wakefield said he is look-
ing forward to doing good
work in the community.

“I want to meet as many
people as I can, business
owners and anyone inter-
ested in the community. I
want them to tell me how I
can help them,” he said.

Wakefield feels the com-
munity is more important
than his expertise in the
field. He is coming into the
new job with humility and
an open ear and open eye,
he said.

“This is much bigger
than me, I am just the inter-
loper,” he said.




