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YOllth b()yS baSketba“ lLOlll‘llament Staples-Motley basketball youth grades 3-6 held their home tournament January 11, 2025 at the Nest

for the first time. Above: Staples-Motley fourth graders -vs- Perham in the south half of the Nest. The new facility hosted many events this week, see page 2a. (Photo by Janice

Winter)

Freeman

elected

school board chair

The Staples-Motley
School Board elected Mary
Freeman as board chair at

their organizational meet-

ing on Jan. 6. Freeman was
newly elected this year but
had been on the board for
many years previously.

Other positions nomi-

nated and approved include
Chandler Trout as vice

chair, Jeremy Reeck as trea-

surer and Sherry Miller
Frisk as clerk.
Also at the meeting, the

board appointed the follow-

ing committee members:

« Finance Committee
- Ryan Wright and Jeremy
Reeck

« Policy Committee -

Chandler Trout and Kyle
Reese

» District Technology
Committee - Ryan Wright

+ Meet and Confer Com-

mittee - Mary Freeman and
Sherry Miller Frisk

« Facility Committee
- Kyle Reese and Jeremy
Reeck

« Superintendent Evalu-

ation Committee - Jeremy
Reeck and Mary Freeman

» Freshwater Ed District -

Ryan Wright

« Sourcewell Delegate -

(0 0]
Weather
o0

2025
This Week’s Forecast
High Low Cond.

Jan.15 30 28 P Cloudy
Jan.16 33 27 M. Sunny
Jan.17 32 2 Cloudy
Jan.18 7 -13 Cloudy
Jan.19 -5 -19 P Sunny
Jan.20 -8 -18 M. Sunny
Jan.21 5 -8 M. Sunny

Last Year, 2024

High Low Cond.
Jan.15 -7° -13  Sunny
Jan.16 6 -5 M. Sunny
Jan.17 5 -3 M. Sunny
Jan.18 14 -6 M. Sunny
Jan.19 1 4 Sunny
Jan.20 3 -13  Sunny
Jan.21 21 5 M. Sunny

Average Temps:
H=21°Low = 3°

Compiled by
Dale Hausmann,
WCCQO’s Staples area
Weatherwatcher
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Chandler Trout

* QComp - Chandler Trout

« MSBA Legislative Liai-
son - Kyle Reese and Shane
Tappe

« Community Ed Advi-
sory Council - Jeremy Reeck

« Economic Development
Authority - Shane Tappe

The board approved the
following contract negotia-
tions teams:

« Instructional Group -
Mary Freeman and Sherry
Miller Frisk

» Support Staff and Pro-
fessional Group - Chandler
Trout and Sherry Miller
Frisk

« Principals and Trans-
portation - Ryan Wright &
Jeremy Reekc

- Superintendent - Kyle
Reese and Chandler Trout

Also at the meeting, the

board approved the follow-

ing designations:

- Official school attorneys
- Pemberton Law Office,
Knutson, Flynn & Deans,
and Kennedy & Graven.

- Official depositories:
First International Bank
and Trust, Unity Bank,

Mid-Central Federal Sav-

ings Bank, Mid-Minnesota
See SCHOOL on page 10a
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School board members take oath of office

Staples-Motley School Board member Ryan Wright,
far left, swears in the school board members who were
elected in the November election, from left, Jeremy
Reeck, Mary Freeman and Shari Miller Frisk. Board
members Kyle Reese and Chandler Trout remain seated

because their seats were not up for election this year.
Wright was the acting chair to start the meeting because
former chair Bryan Winkels stepped down and is now a
Wadena County Commissioner. (Submitted photo)

Locals remember former U.S.
President Jimmy Carter

By Dawn Timbs,
Staples World reporter

Former president Jimmy
Carter was laid to rest
Jan. 9, 2025, at his home in
Plains, Ga., alongside his
wife of 77 years, Rosalynn.

Carter passed away Dec.
29, 2024 at the age of 100.
According to Wikipedia, he
was the longest-lived presi-
dent in U.S. history and the
first to reach 100 years of
age.

The 39th president and
member of the Democratic
party, Carter served in
office from 1977 - 1981. As
with any U.S. president,
Carter was most likely the
topic of conversation at
local gathering spots, his
supporters praising his
expansion of the national

park system, and appoint-

ing record numbers of
women and people of color
to government jobs; and
his critics noting the crises
that took place during his
tenure, which included the
1979 oil crisis and the Iran

hostage crisis, from 1979 -

1981.
Since his passing, most
stories shared of the

beloved Southern states-
man focus on his human-

itarian accomplishments
that took place after he left

the White House, includ-

ing his work with Habitat

for Humanity, and estab-

lishing the Carter Center
in Atlanta, Ga., devoted to

Serving Your Community for 135 Years.

issues relating to democ-
racy and human rights.
He was also known for his
teaching of Sunday School
classes. At his state funeral
service held at the Wash-
ington National Cathedral
Jan. 9, Carter’s grandson,
Josh Carter, shared of his
grandfather’s commit-
ment to Maranatha Baptist
Church in Plains, noting
that he taught Sunday
School there “from World
War II to Covid.”

Phyllis Paskewitz

When she heard the news
of Jimmy Carter’s passing,
Phyllis Paskewitz of Sta-
ples immediately thought
of the time she and her hus-
band, Bob, had the oppor-
tunity to attend one of the
former president’s famed
Sunday School classes at
his hometown church.

It was about 20 years ago,
Phyllis said of the once-in-
a-lifetime incident in Plains.
She and Bob had been plan-
ning a road trip to Florida,
and in talking with her
sister, Elaine, learned that
Pres. Carter taught Sunday
School classes every other
week. “So we changed our
route a bit,” Phyllis said,
going on to describe their

detour through southwest-

ern Georgia and the Car-
ters’ hometown.

They arrived in Plains
Saturday afternoon and
decided to get their bear-

See CARTER on page 10a

|

Precious memory

Phyllis Paskewitz, Staples, holds a photo of her and
her husband, Bob, along with former President Jimmy
Carter and his wife, Rosalynn, following a Sunday School
class at the Carter’s church in Plains, Ga., taught by Pres.
Carter. The photo, taken about 20 years ago, means a lot
to Paskewitz and brings back wonderful memories of this
once-in-a-lifetime experience she shared with her late
husband. (Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

www.staplesworld.com
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The Nest becomes tournament central

-

Staples-Motley School District has been hosting
several sports tournaments this winter, since the new
gym opened at The Nest on Dec. 2. The expanded court
space allows for an audience to be seated on movable
bleachers when both sides of the court are in use. Below,

tournament participants can see the inspirational mes-
sages on the walking track above and Cardinal posters
on the walls. Bottom photo, Staples-Motley hosted the
Ninth Grade Wrestling League regional team tournament
on Jan. 13. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)
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Motley area law enforcement

Recent reports from

the Motley Police Depart-

ment (MPD) and Morrison
County Sheriff’s Office

(MCSO) included the fol-

lowing:
Jan.1-7

Jan. 4 - Motley Police
received a call from Dollar

MFKU

General in Motley, report
ing that a female customer
in the store tried to pay for
items with a fake $100 bill.

Jan. 5 - Morrison County
deputies issued speeding
citations to Andrew James
Caron, 19; and Sherry Lynn
Callahan, 70.

announces
legislative
priorities

By Minnesota Farmers Union

The 2025 Minnesota leg-
islative session convenes
this week, and Minnesota
Farmers Union (MFU) is
preparing to advocate for a
strong agriculture budget,
affordable healthcare, sup-
port for beginning farmers
and other priorities defined
by our members.

“As a grassroots organi-
zation, we’ll be focused on
priorities established by
members at our state con-
vention in November,” said
MFU President Gary Wer-
tish. “At a basic level, law-
makers are going to have
to come together to pass a
new two-year budget for our
state. And we want to help
make sure that it works well
for farm families and others
in rural Minnesota—con-
tinuing strong investments
in agriculture programs,
ensuring farm families
have access to care and help-
ing young people build lives
in agriculture.”

Building on the Special
Orders of Business that
delegates to MFU’s 83rd
Annual State Convention
approved in November, top
legislative priorities for the
2025 session include:

-Stable funding for agri-
culture programs, including
full, dedicated funding for
Minnesota’s Agricultural
Growth, Research and Inno-
vation program; expanding
Minnesota Grown, farm to
school and other opportu-
nities to build new markets,
and investing in programs
that help farmers become
more resilient to the effects
of climate change. Despite
driving nearly a fifth of the
state’s economy, the agricul-
ture department budget is
less than .5 percent of the
state’s budget.

Ensuring affordable and
accessible care in rural
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Minnesota, including child-
care, healthcare, elder care
and emergency services.
This calls on lawmakers
to expand healthcare pro-
grams, support indepen-
dent pharmacies, invest in
Emergency Medical Ser-
vices (EMS), address child-
care shortages and prevent
nursing home closures.

+Promoting land own-
ership and access by
increasing funding for the
Beginning Farmer Tax
Credit, ensuring the Ag
Homestead Tax Credit
serves all farmers, pro-
moting land ownership
programs and defending
Minnesota’s longstanding
ban on corporate ownership
of farmland.

-Supporting cooperatives,
investing in cooperative
development and leveraging
the 2025 International Year
of Cooperatives to educate
Minnesotans on the current
and future value of co-ops.

Ensuring fair markets
by ensuring funding for
antitrust enforcement, mod-
ernizing antitrust laws and
passing Right to Repair for
farm equipment.

For more of MFU’s legis-
lative priorities, visit mfu.
org/legislation/.

“We’re also looking for-
ward to getting to know new
legislators and building
on existing relationships,”
said MFU Vice President
Anne Schwagerl. “One of
the most important things
we do as an organization
is highlight the voices of
our members through their
interaction with lawmakers
and participation in com-
mittee hearings.”

MFU will hold its annual
Lobby Day for members on
Feb. 4 to continue building
those relationships and
sharing stories of how what
happens in St. Paul matters
to family farmers and rural
communities.

DEADLINES
Newspaper deadline for copy

LAKEWOOD WELCOMES

Frany Dadhania, DO

RHEUMATOLOGIST

Lakewood is pleased to welcome the newest member of its
rheumatology team, Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine, Frany Dadhania.
As a rheumatologist, Dr. Dadhania specializes in the diagnhosis and
treatment of systemic autoimmune and rheumatic conditions.

Her expertise includes managing complex diseases such as rheumatoid
and psoriatic arthritis, systemic lupus, scleroderma, and other related

disorders. Dr. Dadhania will be seeing patients at the Staples Clinic.

Q Lakewood

HEALTH SYSTEM

LAKEWOODHEALTHSYSTEM.COM
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NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORCLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT
AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS AC-
TION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN: That default has
occurred in the conditions
of the following described
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:
January 6, 2006

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$195,000.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Kevin
J. Bednar, and Penny K.
Bednar, husband and wife
as joint tenants

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for
MILA, Inc.

DATE AND PLACE OF
FILING: Recorded on Au-
gust 9, 2006 as Document
Number 443619 in the Office
of the County Recorder of
Todd County, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF
MORTGAGE: Assigned to:
U.S. Bank National Asso-
ciation, as Trustee for the
Specialty Underwriting
and Residential Finance
Trust Mortgage Loan Asset-
Backed Certificates Series
2006-BC2 by assignment re-
corded on January 6, 2010 as
Document Number 466298
in the Office of the County
Recorder of Todd County,
Minnesota; thereafter as-
signed to Bank of America,
N.A. by assignment record-
ed on September 5, 2023 as
Document Number A537950
in the Office of the County
Recorder of Todd County,
Minnesota; thereafter as-
signed to Nationstar Mort-
gage, LLC by assignment
recorded on November 12,
2013 as Document Number
487120 in the Office of the
County Recorder of Todd
County, Minnesota; there-
after assigned to U.S. Bank,
National Association, as
Trustee for the Holders of
the Specialty Underwriting
and Residential Finance
Trust, Mortgage Loan As-
set-Backed Certificates, Se-
ries 2006-BC2 by assignment
recorded on October 29,
2014 as Document Number
A491803 in the Office of the
County Recorder of Todd
County, Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
OF PROPERTY: The North
436.14 Feet to the South
1183.43 Feet of the West 547
Feet thereof of the South-
west Quarter of the South-
west Quarter of Section
17, Township 133, Range 33
West of the Fifth Principal
Meridian, Todd County,
Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 48218 COUNTY
9, STAPLES, MN 56479

COUNTY IN WHICH
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:
Todd County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT
CLAIMED TO BE DUE ON
THE MORTGAGE ON THE
DATE OF THE NOTICE:
$267,245.95

TRANSACTION AGENT:
Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR: MILA, Inc.

RESIDENTIAL SER-
VICER: Nationstar Mort-
gage LLC

TAX PARCEL IDENTI-
FICATION NUMBER: 22-
0017500

TRANSACTION

r

AGENT’S MORTGAGE
IDENTIFICATION NUM-
BER: 1001752-0000289060-9

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted
at law to recover the debt
then remaining secured by
such mortgage, or any part
thereof, or, if the action or
proceeding has been insti-
tuted, that the same has
been discontinued, or that
an execution upon the judg-
ment rendered therein has
been returned unsatisfied,
in whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the power
of sale contained in said
mortgage, the above de-
scribed property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF
SALE: March 13, 2025 at
10:00 AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd
County Sheriff’s Office,
County Detention Center,
115 Third Street South,
Long Prairie, MN 56347.

to pay the debt then se-
cured by said mortgage and
taxes, if any actually paid
by the mortgagee, on the
premises and the costs and
disbursements allowed by
law. The time allowed by
law for redemption by said
mortgagor(s), their per-
sonal representatives or as-
signs is six (6) months from
the date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VA-
CATE PROPERTY: Unless
said mortgage is reinstated
or the property redeemed,
or unless the time for re-
demption is reduced by judi-
cial order, you must vacate
the premises by 11:59 p.m.
on September 15, 2025.

THE TIME ALLOWED
BY LAW FOR REDEMP-
TION BY THE MORTGAG-
OR, THE MORTGAGOR’S
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY
BE REDUCED TO FIVE
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL OR-
DER IS ENTERED UNDER
MINNESOTA STATUTES,
SECTION 582.032, DETER-
MINING, AMONG OTH-
ER THINGS, THAT THE
MORTGAGED PREMISES
ARE IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPER-
TY USED IN AGRICULTUR-
AL PRODUCTION, AND
ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RE-
LEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: January 10, 2025

U.S. BANK, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION,

AS TRUSTEE FOR THE
HOLDERS OF THE
SPECIALTY
UNDERWRITING AND
RESIDENTIAL FINANCE
TRUST, MORTGAGE LOAN
ASSET-BACKED CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2006-BC2
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.

By: /s/

*N. Kibongni
Fondungallah, Esq.*
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
Sung Woo Hong, Esq.
Alexa Marsh, Esq.
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(24-0766-FC02)

THISIS A
COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT
COLLECTOR.
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75 Years Aco - 1950

o Jan. 19, 1950 - Ralph
Marshall, age about 83 years,
was found at his little home
about 12 miles south of Sta-
ples by Rudy Sklenicka, in a
serious condition from the
cold weather.

Mr. Sklenicka had been
at the home of Mr. Marshall
Monday, had built a fire for
him, and had left kindling in
the home for his use.

Tuesday morning, Mr.

- o -
Compiled by
Dawn Timbs
- o -
Sklenicka returned to Mr.
Marshall’s home, and found
him in bed, with both of
his feet frozen and his legs
frozen up past both his
ankles.

He was brought to the
Staples Municipal hospital
by Mr. Sklenicka and is in a
very serious condition.

The attending physician
stated that amputation of
both legs might have to be
performed in order to save
his life.

o Jan. 19, 1950 - A slight
decrease in the number of
marriage licenses issued in
Todd County was reported
by Harry King, county clerk
of court, last week.

In 1948 there were 197
applications for marriage
licenses while the last year
the number was slightly off,
with 193 applications.

June continued to be the
most popular month for
marriages, although last
year it barely nosed out
April for that honor, which
in turn was closely followed
by August. Based on last
year’s record, January, Feb-
ruary and December are
the least popular months for
marriages.

A study of Mr. King’s
records show that 26
divorces were granted in the
county last year, about the
average number.

o Jan. 19, 1950 - At the
annual meeting and elec-
tion of the Staples Volunteer
Fire department held at the
City Hall Jan. 12, Howard
Pattison was reelected as
chief of the department for
the second year.

o Jan. 19, 1950 - With two
wins out of three, the Motley
American Legion basketball
team will be seeking its
third win tonight against
the Hewitt community team
on the local floor.

Two of last year’s high
school stars, Douglas Frisk
at guard and Alvin Riggs
at center are on the squad.

News
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Mystery photo

Hello readers. This week’s archive
photo is from 1987. Do you know who
these people are and perhaps the con-
text of the photo? Do you have a memory

to share? Email your answers and where

Others equally good and

“rarin to go” at all times are

Bob Spencer, Rockets coach,
forward; Loren Lamb,
guard; Waldo Frisk, guard,;
Marvin Swecker, forward;
Jim Coverston, forward; and
Bill Mattilla, guard. Bob
Hull, a center, will be out for
the remainder of the season
due to an operation.

50 Years Aco - 1975

o Jan. 16, 1975 - The Car-
dinal Basketball team of
Coach Tom Wolhowe and
the Cardinal Wrestling team
of Coach Don Dravis will be
in action this week.

Three games are on tap
for the Cardinal cagers as
they oppose Park Rapids.,
Aitkin and Henning during
the coming week.

Coach Don Dravis will
send his Cardinal grapplers
into action tonight when
they face the Park Rapids
Panthers on the Park Rapids
mat.

o Jan. 16, 1975 - Rodney
Tepley of Motley, will
attempt to win top honors
in the most important
cross-country snowmobile
race of the season - the Win-
nipeg to St. Paul 500 - Jan.
21-23. Sponsored by Lox &
Hillig Winter Sports, Long
Prairie, he will compete
against more than 300 other
entrants in the grueling
500-plus-mile race on a John
Deere 340-S sled.

Jan. 16, 1975 - A winter
storm, the magnitude of
which hasn’t been equaled
in weather bureau history,
struck the upper midwest
last weekend and blanketed
the area with about 18
inches of wind-driven snow.

This area bore the brunt

of winds which gusted up to
40 miles per hour, resulting
in drifts piling up 10 to 15
feet in depth in some areas.
Highway, rail and air traf-
fic was slowed almost to a
halt, and stranded travelers
were reported in most cities
in the area.

o Jan. 16, 1975 - Sally
Gorton, a Staples home-
maker, was named this week
as the winner of the Distin-
guished Service Award from
the Staples Jaycees for 1975.

Sally was one of four
people nominated for the
honor. Others were Warren
Noetzelman, Bill Knapp,
and Bruce Hayenga. Judg-
ing of the four nominees
was made last week by three
past DSA winners, Melvin
Nefstead, Lee Jenkins and
James Hofer, and also by the
current Jaycee president,
Frank Williams.

25 Years Aco - 2000

o Jan. 20, 2000 - Terry
Ventura, wife of Minnesota
Governor Jesse Ventura,
spent three hours Jan. 13
on the Brainerd campus of
Central Lakes College learn-
ing about the Occupational
Skills Program there. She is
a member of the state OSP
Advisory Board, which pro-
motes educational opportu-
nities for college-age people
with borderline develop-
mental disabilities.

o Jan. 20, 2000 - At least
two counterfeit bills were
passed in Staples earlier
this month, according to
Staples Police, but efforts to
apprehend the people pass-
ing the fake bills have been
unsuccessful.

Staples Police Chief Kyle
Huber said a $100 bill was
passed on Jan. 8 at Staples

you're from to dtimbs@staplesworld.com
by Friday, or call 218-894-1112. The an-
swers will be published in next week’s
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Self Serve.

Another $100 bill was
passed the evening of Jan.
12 at the Staples Burger
King, with the same serial
numbers as the first one.

Huber said another $100
bill was taken in Sebeka
on Jan. 9 bearing the same
serial number as the one in
Staples.

o Jan. 20, 2000 - Snow
Daze Royalty for Staples
Motley High School for 2000
were announced Jan. 13. A
coronation program on Jan.
24 will kick off Snow Daze
through Jan. 29.

Queen candidates are
Heidi Dumpprope, Megan
Waldahl, Becky Schornack,
Lana Madson, Lyndsay
Hoemberg and Amanda Hof-
fert.

King candidates are Joe
Becker, Dustin Hjelmeland,
Paul Mayavski, Shannon
Webster, Jeremy Michels
and Tim Uhlenkamp.

10 Years Aco - 2015

o Jan. 15, 2015 - The
Staples Fire Department
worked for several hours the
evening of Jan. 10 into the
early morning hours of Jan.
11, fighting to put out a fire
at the rural Motley home of
Daniel Simon.

o Jan. 15, 2015 - The Magic
Forest Childcare Center and
Preschool is now open in
Staples.

“We opened Jan. 12, and
everything went great,” said
Nicky Anderson of Staples,
who co-owns the business
with Stacy Finck of Vern-
dale. Both women serve as
directors of the childcare
center as well.

Myst;y solved

Last week’s mystery photo published in the Jan. 9,
1975 edition of the Staples World featured boys and
girls from Staples who qualified for the upcoming Elks
“Hoop Shoot” at Brainerd. The qualifiers, front row from

left: Bev Kirk, Diana Palmer, Mary Riewer, Taeya Bates,
Laurie Anglin. Back row: Troy Bates, Kevin Roline, John
Riewer, Craig Wolhowe. Missing from photo was Tom

Easthouse.
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People keep doing big
things in the city of Staples

By Ron Murray
Staples Mayor

Wow! Every time I sit down to write this
letter, I am amazed by something very big

and positive that is or has occurred in Sta-

ples since I last sat down. That is a great

sign, in my mind, of our community’s cur-

rent state and future. We welcome a new

business on main street, Mandi’s Account-

ing Services. I met with her and welcomed
her to the community. It was a nice visit.

T attended the historical society’s October
meeting and learned the hard work being
put forth to preserve that historical place

in our community. With the help of volun-

teers, the group is trying to secure money
to improve and renovate the upstairs and to
add an elevator to access the second floor to

allow more development. It is very exciting.
The amount of use of that space by travel-
ers is amazing, ranging from college stu-

dents, Amish community and other locals.
The Staples Motley Athletic Hall of Fame
committee held its annual event in October
with a production of an anniversary issue
featuring past people recognized since its

inception. Mike Hajek presented at Rota-

ry and spoke of the uniqueness of this in
a small community. The sign and updates
that was erected on Highway 10 shows team
champions (31) and individual champions

(71) with the number changing almost ev-

ery sports season. Speaking of sports, our
communities of Staples and Motley came

behind and created a huge amount of pos-

itivity for all of us with the success of the

football team reaching the state champi-

onship. Indivdual sports produced state
champions too in cross country and state
participants in Tennis. All of this added
to our positivity and good will throughout
our community. Thanks to all, especially to
Lakeland Public TV for coming over from
Brainerd and down from Bemidji to report
on the team’s success.

Our local Batcher Block Opera House
had an event of huge proportions with the

story in the world famous Cabana maga-

zine. This brought media and visitors from
all over the world to Staples. This historic
building and establishment is really taking
shape. A unique opportunity in our city and
area.

Thanks to all the people involved in our
first annual Christmas parade and tree
lighting. It was bitterly cold but was a great

turn out for the parade. Thanks to area busi-

nesses and the city for participating in the

parade. I am hoping for even a greater par-

ticipation in parade next year. Our local
Lions and a dedicated group of volunteers
once again put up and ran the holiday light
display at Pine Grove Park. It is such a cool
way to enjoy the holidays. It is hard work

and much appreciated. I hope you got a
chance to go through the drive, it gets better
each year. The Lions and the group of vol-
unteers is trying to work now on securing
a more sustainable process to ensure this
continues from year to year. It takes a great
deal of volunteer hours and some leader-
ship. Community leaders and LEAP along
with Lions are working on this and please,
if this is something you can contribute to
with time or talent or treasure it would be
greatly appreciated.

One thing I have come to realize in Sta-
ples is the large group of people who are
service orientated and volunteer time, tal-
ent and treasure to different needs in the
community. I really appreciate this as a
mayor of Staples. I run into someone every
day who is telling me about something or is
in the middle of volunteering. They say it is
good for the soul.

I was able to sit in on the trails commit-
tee which was established from the LEAP
organization to work on enhancing and es-
tablishing more trails in the Staples city
and surrounding area. Very exciting to
think that we hope to have even more trails
for use.

Along with all the great happenings of
Staples the past month, I could not leave
out the great grand opening of the Nest at
Staples Motley High School. It is a grand fa-
cility addition and is quite impressive. Area
organizaions have stepped forward to make
this happen.

One of our local services, Meals on
Wheels is going strong and is hopeful to
build back up its congregate meals at the
senior center at the community center. The
number has begun to grow again since
COVID but could use more participation.
It is a great way to get out and have some
social time with others and get a great meal.
I encourage you to check it out.

The Sparks program of mentorship is
going strong in the Staples-Motley Elemen-
tary school and Sacred Heart Area School
now in its third year. At SM Elementary
there are 95 students being served by read-
ing, math and mealtime buddy programs.
At SHAS, there are seven mentors serving
23 students in reading and math. The total
students served is 118 and 73 mentors. That
is truly amazing.

Ilook forward to running into any of you
out and about and hope to hear how things
are going. Feel free to let me know the pos-
itives and the areas of improvement. I will
direct you to the best source to help you if
I can’t. Email rmurray@ci.staples.mn.us. I
offer to all of you to watch our Staples City
Council meetings on YouTube Live the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesdays of every month at
7 p.m.

I wish all of you a very happy new year.

Support Minnesota forests by
collecting pine cones

From Minnesota DNR

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-

es State Forest Nursery is

seeking individuals to col-

lect black spruce and jack
pine cones this winter.

These seeds are vital for re-

foresting thousands of acres
each year, but the number
of collectors has declined in
recent seasons—creating a
need for new participants.
In addition to helping
sustain Minnesota’s forests,
cone collectors will receive
payment for high-quality

cones. Currently, a bush-

el (about nine gallons) of
healthy, viable black spruce
cones fetches $100 and jack
pine cones are worth $30 per
bushel.

“With growing interest in

reforestation, this is an ex-

citing time to get involved

and help strengthen Min-

nesota’s woodlands,” said
Nicole Schafer, DNR’s seed
and cone consultant. “Each

cone collected directly sup-
ports the future of our for-

ests.”

Black spruce typically
grows in northern lowland
bogs and wetlands, while
jack pine is found in sandy,

well-drained soils in north-

ern and central parts of the
state. Seed collectors should
make sure they identify the

right species before collect-

ing.

Drop-off stations ac-

cepting jack pine and black

spruce cones include Bau-

dette, Bemidji, Cloquet,

Deer River, Hibbing, Little-
fork, Orr, Tower, Two Har-

bors, Warroad, and the State
Forest Nursery near Akeley.
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Before collecting, visit the
DNR’s nursery collection
webpage for DNR Forestry
area office contacts and give
them a call to see if that
area is still collecting cones.

The area office can also pro-

vide instructions on proper

collection and labeling.
Cones must be ripe,

closed, and free of stems

and debris. The DNR col-

lects seeds and cones from
more than 20 native tree
species throughout the year,

with each ripening at differ-

ent times. Be sure to check
the website or call the local
forestry office to confirm

collection details. Current-

ly, the collection window for
black spruce and jack pine
seeds is from now through
the end of February.

Visit the DNR’s seed and
cone collection webpage.
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Quote of the week

“The press was to serve the governed,
not the governors.”
— Katharine Graham

Fickle winters make for
winners and losers

Most would agree that
the dive into negative tem-
peratures during the first
week of January was a re-
minder that it is winter, af-
ter all. But cold is not the
only thing that a Minnesota
winter is supposed to be. In
the estimation of many, the
present winter has no more
than one foot in the door.
Many of those folks are
waiting for winter to make
areal commitment.

The other wintry di-
mension—snow—arrived
in time to give most of us
a white Christmas. But
the holiday was followed
by a lengthy stretch of
balmy temperatures, warm
enough to melt the season’s
first snowmen, and tempo-
rarily put

- o -

lake ice for-
Inside the

mation on
pause over Outdoors

much of the
state. Ex-
cept for the
far north, |
the ground
is bare, or
virtually
so, accord-
ing to the
Minnesota
Department | y
of Natural .

Resources’ Mike Rahn
statewide Q=
snow depth map, as of Jan-
uary 2nd. Most of the little
snow that lingers is in shel-
tered, shaded areas, and
places where our plows and
snow blowers piled it in
man-made drifts.

It remains to be seen
whether we’re in for a sec-
ond consecutive winter with
limited snowfall. Or instead,
if a “good old-fashioned
Minnesota winter”—like
that of 2022-23—will eventu-
ally arrive. In any event, un-
predictability is beginning
to seem like the new normal.

How winter plays out has
impacts on both humans
and wild creatures. For
wildlife these impacts can
be matters of life or death.
For us that is rare. Most of-
ten it is our convenience, or
our pleasures and pastimes,
which are affected by the va-
garies of a Minnesota win-
ter. In either case, weather
can play a role in determin-
ing winners and losers.

Among the winners so
far this winter are ice an-
glers. Their perfect scenario
is steady sub-freezing tem-
peratures with little or no
snow in early winter. This
enhances the formation of
thick, safe ice, and eases on-
ice travel, whether that be
with a traditional road ve-
hicle, snowmobile, or ATV.
Two winters ago, when a
great deal of snow fell while
ice was just forming, the
weight of deep snow forced
water above the ice layer,
leaving many lakes covered
by a layer of slush that made
travel difficult at best, haz-
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ardous at worst. Many with
heavier, pull-behind, wheel-
house type angling shelters
were not able to use them for
much of that winter. Many
lakes this winter are still as
snow-free as a skating rink,
with positive ice thickness-
es, and easy travel.

Others are not so fortu-
nate. Those for whom win-
ter means riding a snow-
mobile, or gliding along
picturesque trails on cross
country skis, these folks
have in much of the state
been shut out. Unlike down-
hill ski destinations with
snow-making equipment,
cross-country skiers depend
almost entirely on natural
snow. There are very few
exceptions—cross-coun-
try trails with man-made
snow—among them sever-
al parks in the Twin Cities
area, and a limited portion
of the cross-country ski
trail mileage at the Spir-
it Mountain ski area, near
Duluth. Most other skiers
are on-hold. Not to mention
the close to 4,000 Minneso-
ta youth who participate on
high school cross-country
ski teams, the majority of
which do not have access to
trails with artificially-made
snow on which to train.

Minnesota’s grant-in-
aid snowmobile trails also
depend on natural snow,
typically groomed by local
snowmobile clubs. As this is
written, only in some more
northerly parts of Minne-
sota are snowmobile trails
groomed and in good con-
dition. Snowmobilers and
cross-country skiers are
among the most avid winter
enthusiasts, but—so far—
most have had little to be
enthusiastic about.

If any segment of the
recreational community
has benefited from snow-
fall shortages, it has been
all-terrain vehicle (ATV) us-
ers and that industry. Also
known as four-wheelers—
and in their larger utility
configurations, as UTVs, or
side-by-sides—these vehi-
cles are used on many miles
of Minnesota trails where
they are permitted. Unlike
snowmobiles, they can be
used year-round, except in
very deep snow, and—given
this advantage—they are
competing with a struggling
snowmobile industry.

Wildlife are similar to
us in the varying benefits
and detriments of winter
weather conditions. None
of these is more familiar
than weather’s effects on
the survival of whitetail
deer. Deep snow coupled
with extended sub-zero tem-
peratures is bad news for
deer. Deep snow can restrict
their movement to feeding
areas, which—if it lasts
long enough—can result in
weakened condition, or even
starvation. Deep snow also
can also give the advantage
to predators, such as the
eastern gray wolf, formerly

known as the timber wolf.

Cold temperatures chal-
lenge a deer’s metabolism.
The colder it is, the more
food is needed to maintain
body temperature. Our DNR
and similar agencies use
what is known as the winter
severity index, or WSI, that
counts the number of days
with more than 15 inches of
snow, and adds this to the
number of days with am-
bient air temperature of
zero or below. If this total
reaches 120 or higher it is
considered a severe winter
for deer. Anything up to a
WSI of 50 is considered a
mild winter. Given the few
days so far with sub-zero
temperatures, and the limit-
ed amount of snow, the odds
this year—Ilike last—are for
a winter that registers well
below severe.

Ring-necked pheasants,
too, benefit from winters
with limited snow. The worst
winters for pheasants are
those with deep snow that
fills up the cattail sloughs
that are favored sheltering
areas in winter. When this
happens the birds are ex-
posed to the effects of wind
and driven snow, and deep
snows can make foraging
difficult. Wild turkeys, too,
survive winter best when
snow depth is limited, and
the forest and cropland for-
age on which they depend
remain most available.

The Minnesota upland
game bird that actually ben-
efits from deep snow is the
ruffed grouse. Minnesota
is arguably the top state in
the nation for productive
grouse habitat and consis-
tently robust grouse popula-
tions. The bird benefits from
the insulating properties of
deep snow, where the tem-
perature can be much warm-
er than the air temperature
above. Such authorities as
biologists for the national
Ruffed Grouse Society claim
that a grouse roosting in
snow uses roughly 30% less
energy than if exposed to
cold air temperatures. This
reduces the need for food to
maintain the grouse’s me-
tabolism, meaning less time
out and about and exposed
to predators, like owls, fish-
ers, and goshawks

Lacking sufficient soft
snow—seven to 10 inches
or so are needed—a grouse
must shelter in conifer
stands, lowland grasses,
brush piles, or blown-down
trees, none of which pro-
vide the thermal and pred-
ator protection of a snow
roost. If a grouse could
wish, it—Ilike the skiers and
snowmobilers—would be
wishing for more.

Minnesotans have many
sayings about our weather.
One of these is that nothing
is more predictable than its
unpredictability. Only time
will tell what the character
of this winter will ultimate-
ly be.

Funding for rural
schools fails in
U.S. House

By Heather Close
The Rural Blog

A lack of support in the
U.S. House to fund a 20-year-
old program will leave ru-
ral schools in 41 states with-
out vital money. Western
states will likely feel the
pinch first. “For years, the
Secure Rural Schools and
Community Self-Determi-
nation Act has sent hun-
dreds of millions of dollars
to counties with federal
land within their borders,”
reports Alex Baumhardt of
The Daily Montanan. “In
the West, the money has
largely helped keep county
and school budgets whole

following reduced logging
and a reduction in timber
revenue.”

Although the Senate re-
authorized the bill in No-
vember, the House failed to
find a compromise to keep
the bill funded, and it died
without a vote. “Democrat
Ron Wyden, who co-au-
thored the original bill in
2000 said the failure to ap-
prove the money will cre-
ate needless pain for rural
communities,” Baumhardt
writes. “Idaho Sen. Mike
Crapo, a Republican who
worked with Wyden to get
the bill passed in the Sen-
ate, said he shared Wyden’s
frustration.”
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New Wadena County Commissioner

Bryan Winkels, right, of Staples was duly sworn in as a Wadena County Commissioner (Dist. 2) by Judge
Douglas Clark at ceremonies held January 7, 2025 at the Wadena County Courthouse. (Submitted photo)

Wadena County Commissioners

The Wadena County Commissioners are, front, left to right, Murlyn Kreklau and Ron Noon; back, Bill Stea-

rns, Jon Kangas, Bryan Winkels. (Submitted photo)
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January 15

Women’s AA Mt  Wednes-
days, from 6 - 7 p.m., at Sta-

ples Church of Christ, on
Hwy 210, south of Staples.

January 16
‘WarLk Wit A Doc’

wood Health System’s main
campus in Staples. Meet
at the main entrance. For
more information about
this free program, visit
https://walkwithadoc.org/

join-a-walk/locations/sta-

ples-minnesota

January 17

Women’s OPEN AA Recov-
ery Meemineg Every Friday

in person, 10:30 a.m., Mot-

ley Free Methodist Church
(lower level), 33 Wellwood
St. E. Motley. All women
welcome.

Thurs-
days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-

January 19

CEeLEBRATE RECOVERY GROUP
Meetings are held every
Sunday at 6 p.m., at Motley
Free Methodist Church, 33
Wellwood St. E., Motley.

January 20

AA croup Mtas IN MoTLEY
are held at the United Meth-
odist Church, 847 3rd Ave.
S., on Mondays at 8 p.m.

January 21

Women’s AA Mte Tues-
days, from 6 - 7 p.m., at Sta-
ples Church of Christ, on
Hwy 210, south of Staples.

EXPERIENCE STRENGTH AND
Hopre AA Grour Mt1Gs IN Sta-
pLes are held at the Church
of Christ, 27343 490th St.,
Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m. For info.,
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

MSBA conference Jan. 16-17

Members of the Staples-Motley School Board will be

attending and meeting at the Minnesota School Board As-

sociation (MSBA) Leadership Conference, being held at the
Minneapolis Convention Center in Minneapolis January

16 - 17, 2025.

Levis Apana is
newest behavioral
health provider at
Lakewood Health

System

Lakewood Health System,
Staples, welcomes Levis
Apana, psychiatric mental
health nurse practitioner
(PMHNP), as the newest
provider to the behavioral
health team.

Originally from St. Paul,
Apana completed his grad-
uate degree at Purdue Uni-
versity. He is a member of
the Minnesota Nurses As-
sociation, American Nurses
Association of Nurse Prac-
titioners, and American
Psychiatric Nurses Associ-
ation.

As a board-certified
psychiatric mental health
nurse practitioner, Apana
will see patients who are
18 years or older who are
needing support with man-
aging a variety of mental
health concerns, including
anxiety, depression, bipo-
lar disorder, OCD, PTSD
and schizophrenia. His ap-
proach to psychiatric med-
ication management is col-
laborative and he believes
the best outcomes occur
when patients are actively
involved in their care and
have adequate access to edu-

Levis Apana, PMHNP

cation about their diagnosis
and medication. “I chose to
provide care at Lakewood
because of its commit:
ment to compassionate, pa:
tient-centered care, and its
collaborative team environ:
ment. I'm looking forward
to building meaningful con:
nections with patients and
colleagues.”

In his free time, Apana
loves spending time with
his family and doing any:
thing outdoors. He also en:
joys playing soccer and bas:
ketball.

...for your votes and
support in the recent
school board election.
| will do my best to
represent our community
on the ISD #2170
School Board.

Mary Freeman

Q
<

\/ ‘ Paid for by Mary Freeman.

Thank you for
reading the
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Bio Resonance Testing

Rife Machine Sessions

‘Ear Candling

“Essential Oils

Living Water - Hydrogenated Water
‘NASA Tech Air Purifiers with Ozone

121 4th St. NE

Staples 288959102

Monday - Friday
10am - 4pm
or by Appointment

SPARKS Mentoring

of Staples-Motley
Jrnwvites Yoo Jo

PDINNER = "WOODS
Monday, February 3, 2025
Faith Lutheran Church, Staples, MN

Silent Auction opens: 5:45 p.m.
Dinner served by Clarissa Ballroom: 6:00 p.m.
Enjoy Learning about the good relationships
being nurtured in our schools!

Guest Speakers

Students and Mentors of SM Elementary School share their experience.
Principal Ryan Koenigs talks about the impact of mentoring at the school
Music by Boy’s Choir and High School Musicians

N Call 218-270-0291 for reservations

or to sponsor a table before Jan. 24.

b

DISABLED?

We've Helped Thousands
Get Banefits

Contact Us Today
For Free Advice

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attorney

Long-Term Disability
Short-Term Disability
Social Security Disability

& FIELDS
LAW FIRM

320-257-0231

www.GetFields.com

Benefits of an AmeriGlide stair lift:
& Regain your independence

& Eliminate the risk of falls
on the stairs

& Access all levels
of your home

AmeriGlide

Aging in Place?

AmeriGlide offers affordable stair
lifts to keep you safe on the stairs.

 CALLNOWTO = |
i ONANY STAIR LIFT!
| 1-866-852-5506 W 4
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Student Achievements
(o, O

Spencer PorTER, Pillager, was recently named to the Fall
2024 Dean’s List at the University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son. To qualify, students must complete a minimum of
12 graded degree credits in that semester and meet grade
point average requirements.

Deanne WHipbon, Pillager, was recently named to the Fall
2024 Dean’s List at the University of Minnesota-Crookston.
To qualify, students must complete 12 or more letter-graded
credits while maintaining a 3.66 grade point average.

Isaac Baker, Verndale, has been named to the 2024 Fall
Semester Dean’s List at Dickinson State University in
Dickinson, N.D. To qualify, students must be enrolled full-
time and earn a grade point average of 3.5 or higher.

o0
Hello World
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ONLINE BIRTHS REMOVED
AT THE REQUEST OF LAKEwWoOOD
HEeALTH SYSTEM.

Staples Area Church Directory

Staples

Staples Alliance
1512 8th St. NE, Staples .......218-894-2691
Jonny Olson, Assodiate Pastor

Sunday Worship_.__ 930 am.

Sunday School 11:00 a.m
WEDNESDAY

AWANA . 6:00pm
Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples.......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles

Small Groups (Bible dasses

for oll ages)..... -9:30 a.m.

Morning Worshlp Service__10-30 am.

Children's Church (Kids start in main
worship service) —
Prayer Meefing . Spm.
WEDNESDAY

Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)

. After school to 5:30 p.m.
Youth Gmup lTeens Tth-12th grudeg

. Kfter school to 5-30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples............
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
Bible School (youth and adult)..._.9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship_._.________10:30 am.
WEDNESDAY -
Adult Bible Study

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples_....
Pastor Carl Larson
Sunday Worship Service ...
Sunday School and
Coffee Fellowship.___.______

Sacred Heart Catholic
Church

310 4th St. NE, Siuples
(Church....

info @mmysmc urg
Fr. Aumn Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol

218-894-2600

6:30 p.m.

218-894-1546
9-00 a.m.
10:05 am.

--218-894-2296

830 am.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples

218-894-0033
Saturday Worship ... 9-30 am.
Sabbath School ... 10:45 am.
Thomastown Covenant
15940 251t Ave., Staples........ 218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
Sunday Worship_..._... 10:30 a.m
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOU 6:30 p.m
Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples....._... 218-894-2372
Pastor Vicor Paul Koehler
Sunday Divine Service..__.__.9:00 a.m.

Sunday School and Bible Class ... 10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
3105th St. NE, Staples ........__. _218-894-2248
Sunday |thrslll ___________________ 10-30 a.m.
[Hu.rmq Avulldzle for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich

Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA
jre22/ @yahoo.com

Sunday Worship_____________

218-837-5831
8:30 am.

Cushing

Bethany Lutheran

25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN

320-749-2140

Pastor Carl Larson

Pastor Chris Mothiason

www bethanylutherancushing.org
Sunday Worship____________9:00 am.
Communion ___________1st and 2nd Sunday

of each month

Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449

www lincolnefree org

Facebook Lincoln E Free

Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs_, 9 a.m. -
Senior Pastor- Don Reigstad
Community Life Pastor- Jim Brown

SUNDAY

12 pm.

Church Worship Gathering_._____10-00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ___________10:00 a.m.
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes._._______320-749-2583

Sunday Schoal .. 9:30am.
Woship A%, 10:30 am.
WEDNESDAY
Biblestwdy . 7-30pm.
Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader . _.218-397-2470

Sandy Knlght S}‘nDElI(I]”}’ Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament

Sunday Worship
January - July oo S @M
July-Jonvary______1lam

Maple Hill Lutheran

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament

Leader ........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
Worship and Sunday School ......_. 9:00 am.

Motley

Motley Free Methodist
33 Wellwood St E

Motley 56466
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor

218-352-6888

Sunday Worship..___._9-00 and 10-30 a.m_

facebooklive. . 9am
WEDNESDAY

AWANA __ 4:00-5:30 p.m.

Youth Group ____________6:00-8-00 p.m_

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday School and Bible Class ... 8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship__._________9-30am.
St. Michael Catholic Church

St. Michael

280 1st Ave S, Motley......._......218-894-2296
Fr_Aaron Kuhn and Fr_Rick Aubol

MASS-

Sunday...............10:30 a.m. (May - Nov.)
Soturday ..................4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley...218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumcnet

Sunday Worship Service_______10:00 a.m
Monday AA meeting.__________ 8-00 pm
Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
Sunday School ______________10-00 o.m.
Sunday Worship______________11:00am
Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
N8-746-3775
Sunday Worship__. 930 am.
Sunduy School, 9nd and 4th Sunduys
830 0m
Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N ofMoﬂe]r, Hwy. 64, E. un(]y34100)f 104
Phon o 218-746-3839
Sunduy School 930 am.
Worship_.... 1030 am.
Sunday Worship... 7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY . T7:00pm.
First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson
218-746-3768
arious@fhepilloger.com
Worship Gothering 1000 a.m_
Connedtion Point_______ 930 a.m.
Hewitt

Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P_0. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
Sunday S(hnul

WEDNESDAYPRAYER _______T-

Trinity Lutheran Church
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship_____________10:30a.m.

Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren

Sunday Worship...._.____10:30 a.m.

Verndale

Verndale Alliance

109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619

Family Life Church

402 NE Clork Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568

VerndaleFLC@gmail com

Pastor Amos Self ... 218-371-7189
Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
Tillman Phagan, Kid's & Food Shelf Pastor
Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor

SUNDAY
YouthPrayer 920 am.
Worship Service 10:00 o.m.
Prayer Meefing_________________5pm
WEDNESDAY
Life Groups....................6:30pm.
Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
Sunday Worship..........o..oeeeeee....9:00 0.
Sunday School . 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Family Night 530 pm.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship______________9:00 o.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study_._________________6:30 pm.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale

218-445-5108

Pastor Jill Pawlowski

Sunday Worship______________9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952

Sunday Service .9:00a.m.
Bible Study .. _1030am.
St. Frederick Catholic Church

20 Mason Avenue NW

Vermdoee...............218-894-2296
info@marysaccorg
Fr_ Aaron Kuhn and Fr_ Rick Aubol
MASS-

Soorday ... 6:00pm
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass_______ . 218-B94-2296
info@marysaccorg
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr_ Rick Aubol
MASS:-

Sunday Service....10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April

Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.
Leaf River Township
The Old Country Church

Leaf River Twp,, Wadena County Rd. 6
Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen's Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928

Sundoy Worship____________ 10-00 a.m.

LC L el |

Fr. Aoron Kuhn Fr. Gabriel Walz Sunday Worship.... -9:30am

MASS: Sunday Bible Fell.wshlp Classses

Sotwrdoy 5 400pm. e 11-11:45 am.
of e
L] - -
“A Vital Optimism”
Father Rick Aubol, Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Staples
| recently read a sentence describing a vital direction we should be moving.
shift. There seems to be a renewed lightness We should, all of us, be on the same side:
to things in general, an optimism. | concur, and  seeking to know as best we can what is real, true
happily, but yet with careful caution. and good, and live accordingly. Rather than look
There is indeed a lighter mood in the world, at those with different positions as opponents,
a kind of breathing easier felt by many, even we should see their different starting points as
though so many things remain the same and opportunities to illumine our blindspots; help
there is still much to grieve in the news. This each other see the whole picture while recog-
change in mood despite the negativity could nizing that it's so big and rich, we need to help
be for many reasons, but | think they amount ourselves see more of it. The name for what it
to one in general, a confidence that the coming is we're looking for and how we get there isn't
months and year can be better than those we optimism, but heaven.
have come through recently, which felt to many Here is not heaven and we cant make it heav-
oppressive and discouraging in various ways. en. Rather, we hope, we set our sights on it as
Neither does this confidence does not seem to the true goal of life and so, cooperating with
have such an edge of spite; the energies of peo- God’s grace, live life here in a heavenly way.
ple seem to be increasingly bent toward good That’s how the improvement we long for hap-
work to be done rather than either gloating in  pens; not automatically, not just because it’s
dominance or subverting from below. This is a time, not even because we make it, but because
very welcome change, especially as we are mak- we allow God'’s grace to flow in and change us
X ing New Year’s resolutions, a shift toward the for the better. o
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Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Staples Veterinary
Clinic
"Complete Animal Care"
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Tower Pizza
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Arthur Halverson

Arthur Halverson, 80,
passed peacefully at his
home in rural Staples on
January 6, 2025.

A memorial service cele-
brating his life was held Jan-
uary 11, at Faith Lutheran
Church in Staples.

Burial will be later in
Balsamlund Lutheran Cem-
etery.

Arthur “Art” Clarence
Halverson was born to
Vernon and Evelyn (Attle-
son) Halverson on March
13,1944, in Bertha. He
attended country school
through the eighth grade
and graduated from Staples
High School in 1962.

Art worked a couple of
different jobs in Staples and
quickly realized he would
need to make the move to
the Twin Cities for more
employment opportuni-
ties. On April 24, 1965, Art
married the love of his
life Judy Herman at Olive
Branch Lutheran Church
in Coon Rapids. They pur-
chased their first home in
Blaine, where they raised
their three children. Most
of Art’s career he worked as
a heavy equipment operator
with Local Union 49. After
retirement Art and Judy
built their dream home on
the Halverson family prop-
erty near Staples which is
where he truly felt at home.

Art loved being outdoors
whether he was taking his
dog Sadie for their evening
ride in his side-by-side or
hunting with family and
friends.

Art, as he was known by
many, was an inspiration
in the lives of all who had
the privilege of knowing
him. He was an amazing
husband, brother and father
and was an extremely proud
grandpa. His passing has
left a void in the hearts of
his family, friends and many
more whose lives were
touched by him.

Art is survived by his
loving wife of nearly 60
years, Judy; one son, Troy
Halverson (Nancy); two
daughters, Tina Klein and
Tanya (Dean) Goodroad,;
six grandchildren and 18
great-grandchildren; one
sister, Sandy Becker; one
brother-in-law, Ron Woods;
along with many nieces,
nephews and friends.

Preceding Art in death
were his parents; one sister,
Carol (Halverson) Woods
and one brother-in-law,
Robert Becker.

Arrangements were with
the Schuller Family Funeral
Homes & Cremation Ser-
vices, Bertha (www.Schull-
erFamilyFH.com).
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Central Lakes
College announces
Fall Honors List

Central Lakes College,
Brainerd and Staples, has
announced its 2024 Fall
Semester Honors List. The
President’s List includes
students who earned a
grade point average of 3.75
or higher while enrolled
in at least 12 credits. The
Dean’s List includes stu-
dents who earned a grade
point average of 3.25 - 3.74
while enrolled in at least 12
credits.

The released honors
list does not include stu-
dents who have requested
no release of information.
Local students named
includes:

Motley
President’s List:
Michael Becker, Nathan
Lindell, Zachary Veen;
Dean’s List: Bailey Frisk,

Amanda Rossetti.

for all classified

ads and copy is
12 noon Frida

For the
Staples World

Pillager

President’s List:
Brandon Burgau, Nathan
Hughes, Reagan Kilibarda,
Autumn Peterson, Steven
VonDali, London Zapzalka;
Dean’s List: Lainey Bail-
lif, Nathan Braaten, Robert
Robinson, Molly Smith.

Staples

President’s List: Derek
Dewolfe, Israel Ervasti,
Brooke Hansen, Anna
Janssen, Landon Mer-
tens, Connor Olson, Wyat
Schwichtenberg; Dean’s
List: Miranda Anderson,
Michael Brown, Kenzie
Erickson, Kieran Groetsch,
Keegan Harvey, Mady-
sen Hull, Alex Nystrom,
Samantha Ratajczak, Dalas
Rogers, Kyra Stangle, Stef-
fany Sullivan .

Needing/Wanting a )

Granite Memorial
FOR YOUR FAMILY?

I can help!
Diane M.
Hahn

30 years serving
our area!

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685
or 218-640-2341

y

FREE
TOWING & TAX
DEDUCTIBLE

» Every donated vehicle will be properly recycled,
reducing waste and harmful emissions.

» Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible and
the proceeds help provide services to help the
blind and visually impaired.

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

Imagine the
_ Difference You
Can Make

v a $200 restaurant voucher

v/ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay
at one of 50 locations

Get A Vision Screening Annually

(\@ Heritage
Wior heBlind
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Wrestlers prevail against
top state teams

Staples-Motley won the
Rick Lee Duals in Bemi-
dji Jan. 10-11, winning all
five matches they wrestled.
The most notable win was
a 31-27 victory over Hold-
ingford, who they will see
again at the section tourna-
ment at the end of the year
for a chance to go to state.
The Cardinals are currently
ranked second in the state
and Holdingford is third.
The top ranked team is
defending champion Chat-
field.

Against Holdingford, the
Cardinals started out with
pins from their first three
wrestlers for an 18-0 lead
before getting into the hor-
nets nest of the Holding-
ford lineup. Garrett Bjerga,
Caden Kramer and Gage
Bjerga are all ranked near
the top of their weight class
and Holdingford didn’t have
anyone to counter that.

The Cardinals then lost
two close decisions, making
every following match even
more important. Turner
Beachy came up with a big
pin and Colbe Tappe had a
convincing win, although
he wasn’t able to get bonus
points. Holdingford moved
a couple of their top wres-
tlers up a weight, giving
Luke Bjerga a chance to
win with a major decision
at 189 pounds, a huge extra
point for the team. It made
the team score 31-19, which
ensured a team victory
unless the final two wres-
tlers gave up pins. Adrian
Gomez did well in his match,

getting the first takedown
before losing a decision, but
finalizing the team win.

Staples-Motley did not
give up a pin against Hold-
ingford and scored four pins
of their own. For the entire
tournament, they only gave
up two pins, an amazing feat
considering the high qual-
ity of opponents they were
facing.

The other big team win
in the tournament was 39-17
against Simley, the defend-
ing state team champion
in Class AA, although they
graduated a lot of seniors
and are ranked second this
year. Garrett Bjerga and
Kramer started the Simley
match off with close deci-
sions over ranked wrestlers.
Dustin Converse, Adrian
Gomez and Steven Petrich
finished the victory with big
wins against quality oppo-
nents.

A third tough match was
against Bemidji, a ranked
team from Class AAA. The
Cardinals limited them to 14
points on four wins.

Another notable win in
the tournament was Luke
Bjerga beating a ranked
wrestler in the match
against Brainerd. To win,
he slipped throw attempts
twice and came out on top
for takedowns. He then
countered a shot attempt
and came around for
another takedown.

Team results
Rick Lee Duals
Staples-Motley 52, Brain-
erd 9

107 Garrett Bjerga W 7-0,
114 Caden Kramer W 14-1, 121
Gage Bjerga W fall, 127 Cayden
Neisen W fall, 133 Eli Green-
waldt W 19-5, 139 Turner Beachy
W 21-5, 145 Beau Carlson W 13-3,
152 Colbe Tappe W fall, 160 Riley
Reese W 16-1, 172 Dustin Con-
verse L fall, 189 Luke Bjerga W
11-4, 215 Adrian Gomez L 14-10,
285 Steven Petrich W fall

Staples-Motley 39, Simley
17

107 Gt. Bjerga W 4-0, 114
Kramer W 6-5, 121 Gg. Bjerga
W fall, 127 Neisen W 19-3, 133
Greenwaldt W 15-0, 139 Beachy
L fall, 145 Carlson L 11-3, 152
Tappe W fall, 160 Reese L.9-1,172
Converse W 4-1, 189 L. Bjerga L
7-0, 215 Gomez W 15-5 285 Pet-
rich W 9-0

Staples-Motley 46, Bemi-

dji 14

107 Gt. Bjerga W fall, 114
Cramer W fall, 121 Gg. Bjerga
W fall, 127 Neisen L 10-3, 133
Greenwaldt W 8-6, 139 Cooper
Tappe L 17-1, 145 Beachy W 11-7,
152 Cb. Tappe W fall, 160 Reese
L 4-2, 172 Zachary Tabatt W fall,
189 L. Bjerga W 13-5, 215 Gomez
W fall, 285 Petrich L 4-2

Staples-Motley 31, Hold-

ingford 27

107 Gt. Bjerga W fall, 114
Kramer W fall, 121 Gg. Bjerga
W fall, 127 Neisen L 7-3, 133 Gre-
enwaldt L 6-4, 139 Beachy W fall,
145 Carlson L 19-3, 152 Tappe W
6-2, 160 Reese L. 4-0, 172 Converse
L 20-3, 189 L. Bjerga W 10-2, 215
Gomez L 10-3, 285 Petrich L 17-0

Staples-Motley 68, Moor-

head 6

107 Gt. Bjerga W ff, 114
Kramer W fall, 121 Gg. Bjerga
W fall, 127 Neisen W 21-5, 133
Greenwaldt W 18-0, 139 Beachy
W 18-1, 145 ff, 152 Tappe W fall,
160 Reese W fall, 172 Converse
W 19-3, 189 Reece Headley W fall,
215 Gomez W fall, 285 Petrich
W fall

Greenwaldt, Tureson
place in tournament

The Staples-Motley girls
wrestling team had two
placers at the Rick Lee Girls
Individual Invite at Bemidji

on Jan. 11, with Leah Gre-

enwaldt placing fifth in her
bracket and Anika Tureson
placing second.

CWD in

From Minnesota DNR

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
will discontinue targeted
culling in deer permit
areas 646, 647 and 648, in
the southeast corner of the
state, where chronic wast-
ing disease has reached
endemic stage, or a point in
which some of the current
methods of management
are no longer effective.

The management strat-
egy will shift emphasis
toward other CWD man-
agement tools within the
endemic zone while work-

As a team, the Cardinals
finished 17th out of 32 teams
competing.

Tureson had two pins on
her way to the title match,
where she lost by fall in the
second period.

Greenwaldt had wins

with one pin and two deci-

sions before she won her
fifth place match with a 22-6
technical fall.

Isabelle Dobson won
three matches but fell short
of the placing round.

SE Minnesota

ing to prevent the spread
of the disease beyond these
areas. “While it is disap-
pointing that CWD preva-
lence has been increasing in
these areas, it still remains
relatively low compared to
neighboring states, and we
have not given up efforts
to minimize its impact,”
said Wildlife Health Pro-
gram Supervisor Michelle
Carstensen.

Even though DNR is not
pursuing targeted culling as
a management tool in these
three endemic DPAs, local
landowners and hunters
can still help manage CWD

in these areas by actively

participating in opportuni-

ties to increase antlerless
deer harvest.

Outside of the DPAs
where CWD is now endemic,
the DNR will continue

to focus on early detec-

tion of new CWD cases
through sampling efforts

and employing aggres-

sive actions to contain the
spread, including culling
where targeted operations
are needed and effective.

More information about
CWD and the DNR’s CWD
response plan is available
online.

\
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Fast break basket

Conner Kuhns goes up for a fast break layup against Barnesville. (Photos by Sta-

ples-Motley School District)

Rutten nets 28 in high
scoring basketball win

Eli Rutten had 28 points
for the Staples-Motley boys
basketball team in a 90-82
win over Breckenridge on
Jan. 10. The Cardinals lost
another conference game on
Jan. 7, 70-61 against Barnes-
ville.

Against Breckenridge,
the Cardinals scored 39
points in the first half

Road loss
for girls
basketball

The Staples-Motley girls
basketball team lost their
tenth game in a row with a
70-27 loss at Breckenridge
on Jan. 10.

The Cardinals will have
three games this week, all
of them at home.

Public invited to comment on DNR
deer hunting management plan

From Minnesota DNR

Minnesota’s management of white-
tailed deer populations shows numer-
ous accomplishments, and work that
remains before some goals and met-
rics are met, according to a Minne-
sota Department of Natural Resources
midpoint review of the statewide deer
plan.

The plan is in effect from 2018-
2028. The midpoint review assesses
progress toward goals, objectives and
strategies put forth in the 10-year plan,
and includes 15 performance metrics
and associated targets. The midpoint
review is available for the public to
review, and the DNR scheduled a webi-
nar on Tuesday, Jan. 28, 6-8 p.m. for
people to hear more and comment
about the midpoint review and the
deer plan. The documents and a link
to the webinar are available on Minne-
sota DNR website.

“This is a good opportunity to assess
our progress toward the eight goals in
the deer plan, identify what is going
well and where more work is needed,”
said Barb Keller, big game program
leader. “This midpoint is also a great
time to decide what work we should
focus on over the next phase of the
plan implementation.”

Among the achievements identi-
fied in the review, the Minnesota DNR
revised deer population goals in all
deer permit areas through a four-
year process, expanded the youth

deer season statewide, established a
public deer advisory committee, sam-
pled more than 70,000 deer for chronic
wasting disease, acquired 28,000 acres
of public land dedicated to hunting
and managed a total of nearly 370,000
acres of public land to benefit deer
habitat.

Metrics not yet met include having
deer populations in 75% of deer
permit areas within deer population
goal range, achieving an annual target
of 200,000 deer harvested each season,
communicating about the deer hunt-
ing regulations significantly earlier in
the year, and eliminating core areas
of disease in the wild deer population.

The midpoint assessment document
also includes a list of emerging con-
siderations since the plan was adopted
in 2018. Among them are public con-
cerns about wolf and deer numbers,
the growth of the footprint of CWD
in the state, technological advances in
hunting equipment, plans for a new
electronic licensing system, increased
hunter selectivity in what deer they
harvest and the long-term decline in
deer hunter participation.

“As we consider what’s accom-
plished so far, we are hoping people
will review our recommendations for
the next phase of the plan and share
their thoughts on how they think the
midpoint assessment has character-
ized deer management since 2018,”
Keller said. “Importantly, the plan
also contains a look at what’s changed

in deer management since the plan
was adopted, and we will need public
awareness and participation on those
issues as well.”

Public comments may be submitted

online, emailed to Big.Game.Program.

DNR@state.mn.us opens in a new

browser tab or sent by mail to Minne-

sota DNR/Barb Keller, 500 Lafayette
Road, St. Paul, MN, 55155.

About the deer management
plan

The statewide deer plan released in
2018 set goals and priorities, increased
formal opportunities for citizens to
influence deer decisions, and aims for
a deer population without core areas
of disease. The plan’s eight broad goals
cover topics ranging from research, to
keeping Minnesota’s deer populations
healthy to how the DNR and the public

work together on deer management.

The plan reflected a two-year plan-

ning effort that involved statewide
meetings and hundreds of in-depth
conversations with citizens and
stakeholders. It included input from

a 19-member citizen advisory com-
mittee, dozens of public input meet-

ings and open houses, more than 1,100
submitted comments and letters from

tribal governments, hunting organiza-

tions and others.

The deer plan and the mid-point
assessment of the plan are available
on the Minnesota DNR website.

but still found themselves
down by two. Rutten led a
second half surge scoring
from the outside, inside and
from the free throw line. He
made seven of eight free
throws in the second half,
after making eight from the
line in the first half. Noah
Larson also picked up the
pace in the second half with

12 points.

The Cardinals are now
5-4 overall and 3-3 in the
Heart O Lakes Conference.

Team results

Staples-Motley 90, Breck-
enridge 82

Scoring: Eli Rutten 28, Noah
Larson 18, Conner Kuhns 10,
Alex Schultz 10, Ryan Neelan 8,
Josiah Burton 6, Peyton Jares 5,
Avandre Brandt 5

Eli Rutten
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MORAN TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF AUDIT

The Moran Township
Board will hold the annual
Board of Audit meeting fol-
lowing the Tuesday, Febru-
ary 4, 2025 meeting.

Diane Mack, Clerk
Moran Township
4pnc

VILLARD TOWNSHIP
REORGANIZATIONAL
BOARD MEETING

The The Villard Town
Board will hold its annu-
al Reorganizational Board
Meeting on Thursday, Jan-
uary 16, 2025 at 7 p.m. at the
Eastwood Inn, Motley, MN.

Mary Trantina Koenig,
Clerk
Villard Township

4pnc

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL
BOARD MEETING OF THE
TODD COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS
HELD ON NOVEMBER 19, 2024

Call to Order

The Todd County Board of Com-
missioners met in the Commis-
sioner’s Board Room in the City of
Long Prairie, MN on the 19th day
of November, 2024 at 9:00 a.m.
The meeting was called to order by
Chairperson Becker. The meeting
was opened with the Pledge of Al-
legiance. All Commissioners were
present.

Approval of Agenda

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To adopt the agenda as
presented with the removal of item
12.2 University of MN Extension
Contract Discussion.

Consent Agenda

On motion by Noska and second
by Byers, the following motions and
resolutions were introduced and ad-
opted by unanimous vote:

To approve the Todd County
Board of Commissioner’s Meeting
Minutes for October 15 and 22, 2024
as presented.

GAMBLING PERMIT -
SAUK CENTRE FAIRY LAKE
ASSOCIATION

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners are estab-
lishing their approval for a Gambling
Permit for the Sauk Centre Lions
Fairy Lake Association through this
resolution;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners approve a
Gambling Permit for the Sauk Centre
Lions Fairy Lake Association to hold
a raffle event at the Lions Fairy Lake
Association in Kandota Township at
the address 10500 County 95, Sauk
Centre, MN on May 28th, 2025.

GAMBLING PERMIT — SAUK

VALLEY GOBBLERS

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners are estab-
lishing their approval for a Gambling
Permit for the Sauk Valley Gobblers
through this resolution;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners approve a
Gambling Permit for the Sauk Valley
Gobblers to hold a raffle event at
Diamond Point in Birchdale Town-
ship at the address 12867 Bayview
Dr, Sauk Centre, MN on March 8th,
2025.

GAMBLING PERMIT -
SAUK VALLEY GOBBLERS

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners are estab-
lishing their approval for a Gambling
Permit for the Sauk Valley Gobblers
through this resolution;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners approve a
Gambling Permit for the Sauk Valley
Gobblers to hold a raffle event at
Diamond Point in Birchdale Town-
ship at the address 12867 Bayview
Dr, Sauk Centre, MN on April 12th,
2025.

GAMBLING PERMIT — STAPLES
SPORTSMENS CLUB

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners are estab-
lishing their approval for a Gambling
Permit for the Staples Sportsmens
Club through this resolution;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners approve
a Gambling Permit for the Staples
Sportsmens Club to hold a raffle
event at the Clarissa Ballroom in Ea-
gle Valley Township at the address
19281 Kotter Road, Clarissa, MN on
March 8, 2025.

To hire Christine Jaeger to fill the
open Social Worker position. Grade
10, Step 1 at $28.06/hr. Start date:
TBD

To hire Kelsey Benson to fill the
open Social Worker position. Grade
10, Step 3 at $29.77/hr. Start date:
TBD

On motion by Neumann and sec-
ond by Denny, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous rollcall vote: To approve
the Commissioner Warrants number
(ACH) 403523 through 403561 in
the amount of $81,331.64 and (Reg-
ular) 58472 through 58514 in the
amount of $62,131.56 for a total of
$143,463.20.

On motion by Denny and second
by Noska, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unan-
imous rollcall vote: To approve the
Health & Human Services Com-
missioner Warrants number (ACH)
805918 through 805960 and (Reg-
ular) 712525 through 712552 for a
total of $49,047.36.

On motion by Noska and second
by Neumann, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous rollcall vote: To approve
the Health & Human Services SSIS
Warrants number (ACH) 601471
through 601489 and (Regular)
518140 through 518168 for a total
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amount of $101,999.16.
Todd Wadena Community
Corrections

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following resolution
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

RESOLUTION APPOINTING NEW
MEMBERS TO THE TODD-
WADENA COMMUNITY
CORRECTIONS ADVISORY
BOARD 2024

This is a resolution appoint-
ing three new members to the
Todd-Wadena Community Correc-
tions Advisory Board.

WHEREAS, On January 2, 2024,
the Todd County Board of Commis-
sioners appointed membership to
the Advisory Board, and

WHEREAS, The positions of
Public Health, Victims Services,
and Public Defender, all in Wadena
County are currently open, and

WHEREAS, Sarah Ness, Wade-
na County Public Health Director;
Johanna Bolter, Director of Advoca-
cy for Someplace Safe; and Jessen
Alexander, Public Defender have
agreed to fill the vacant positions,
and

WHEREAS, On August 12, 2024,
The Advisory Board approved the
following individuals for membership
to the Advisory Board:

1. Sarah Ness, Wadena County
Public Health Director

2. Johanna Bolter, Director of
Advocacy, Someplace Safe

3. Jessen Alexander,
Defender

THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED
that the three individuals listed above
be appointed to the Todd-Wadena
Community Corrections Advisory
Board in their respective positions.

County Ditch/Ag Inspector

On motion by Denny and second
by Byers, the following resolution
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT
FOR DITCH MAINTENANCE —
COUNTY DITCH 29

WHEREAS, Paul Raber is re-
questing to maintain approximately
Y2 mile of County Ditch 29, on his
own property, located in Eagle Valley
Township, section 25. A Hold Harm-
less Agreement has been signed and
submitted to the Ditch Authority, an
onsite inspection has been done,
and;

WHEREAS, applicant is allowed
to maintain the drainage ditch to the
original width, depth and grade. An
improvement by lowering or widen-
ing the ditch bottom is not allowed.
Sediment and vegetation can only be
removed to the extent of the original
ditch bottom elevation. Spoil may be
side cast and leveled, staying within
16 V2 feet of the ditch, or moved to an
approved upland site.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, the Todd County Ditch
Authority gives permission to Paul
Raber to maintain approximately %2
mile of CD29, located on parcels
07-0029100 & 07-0029200, Eagle
Valley Township, section 25. This
maintenance will be done on his own
property and at his own expense.

On motion by Byers and second
by Noska, the following resolution
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT
FOR DITCH MAINTENANCE -
COUNTY DITCH 31

WHEREAS, Aaron Wendel is re-
questing to maintain approximately
2,390 feet of Lateral 1 & of Branch 1
of Lateral 1, County Ditch 31, on his
own property, located in Eagle Valley
Township, section 5. A Hold Harm-
less Agreement has been signed
and submitted to the Ditch Authority,
an onsite inspection has been done,
and;

WHEREAS, applicant is allowed
to maintain the drainage ditch to the
original width, depth and grade. An
improvement by lowering or widen-
ing the ditch bottom is not allowed.
Sediment and vegetation can only be
removed to the extent of the original
ditch bottom elevation. Spoil may be
side cast and leveled, staying within
16 V2 feet of the ditch, or moved to an
approved upland site.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, the Todd County Ditch
Authority gives permission to Aaron
Wendel to maintain approximately
2,390 feet of CD31, located on par-
cel 07-0004100, Eagle Valley Town-
ship, section 5. This maintenance
will be done on his own property and
at his own expense.

Public Work:

On motion by Noska and second
by Byers, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: Promote Adam Olson to
fill the Maintenance Foreperson po-
sition at a Grade 11, Step 6 ($34.48/
hour) with a start date of 11/20/2024.
On motion by Neumann and sec-
ond by Denny, the following resolu-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

2029 AREA TRANSPORTATION
IMPROVEMENT PLAN
NOMINATION -

CSAH 51 PROJECT

WHEREAS, the Central Minneso-
ta Area Transportation Partnership
(ATP) annually solicits projects for
State Transportation Improvement
Program (STIP) funding which pro-
vides for improvements to the trans-
portation systems, with money re-
quests being project specific, and;
WHEREAS, project nominations
must meet eligibility guidelines and
qualifying criteria as established by
the Central Area Transportation Part-
nership, and;

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Public Works Department recom-
mends that the following project be
submitted and nominated for inclu-
sion in the 2029 Area Transportation
Improvement Plan, which is a prior-
itized list of transportation projects
that the Central Minnesota Partner-
ship recommends for inclusion in the
State Transportation Improvement
Plan (STIP),

County State Aid Highway 51 —
from the Douglas County Line to
Stearns County Line

SP  077-651-0XX: Bituminous
Reclamation, Bituminous Surfacing,
Aggregate Shouldering, Centerline
Pipe Maintenance, and Pavement
Striping Project, and;

WHEREAS, this project is listed
on the Todd County Public Works
Department Proposed Five Year
Construction Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-

Public

SOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners does herby
support the recommendation of the
Public Works Department for submit-
tal and nomination of the above not-
ed project and requests said project
be included in the State Fiscal Year
2029 Area Transportation Improve-
ment Plan.
Planning & Zoning

On motion by Neumann and sec-
ond by Noska, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: Remand the Hin-
richs Acres Preliminary Plat proposal
back to the Planning Commission
with a 60 day extension to the de-
cision period to research regarding
regulations clarification due to the
adjacent wildlife management area
with US Fish & Wildlife.

On motion by Denny and second
by Noska, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: Adopt the findings of the
Planning Commission and grant the
rezoning of the SE 1/4 of the NE 1/4
of Section 20, Fawn Lake Township
with no conditions.

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following resolution
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT
ADOPTION OF THE CROW WING
RIVER COMPREHENSIVE
WATERSHED MANAGEMENT
PLAN

WHEREAS the Crow Wing River
Comprehensive Watershed Man-
agement Plan (CWMP) includes a
boundary map and

WHEREAS the Crow Wing River
CWMP identifies the areas within the
County where surface water, ground-
water, natural resources, and other
related water quality issues and con-
cerns and

WHEREAS the Crow Wing River
CWMP identifies high-priority ero-
sion, sedimentation, water quality
issues, priority areas and implemen-
tation actions in accordance with
Board of Water and Soil Resources
(BWSR) policy and

WHEREAS the Crow Wing River
CWMP replaces the Todd County
Comprehensive Local Water Man-
agement Plan for Todd County pur-
poses for the area of the county iden-
tified within the Plan and

WHEREAS the Todd County
Board of Commissioners supports
sending the Crow Wing River CWMP
final draft plan to the BWSR for re-
view and

WHEREAS BWSR will review
and approve the Crow Wing River
CWMP according to Minnesota Stat-
utes §103B.101, Subdivision 14.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED that Todd County adopts
the Crow Wing River CWMP as its
Comprehensive Local Water Man-
agement Plan within the Crow Wing
River Watershed from 2025 to 2035
upon approval from the BWSR.

Solid Waste

On motion by Byers and second
by Denny, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: Authorize staff to sign
permit reissuance application forms
for submittal to the MPCA.

Health & Human Services

On motion by Denny and sec-
ond by Neumann, the following
motion was introduced and adopt-
ed by unanimous vote: To approve
the revised Environmental Health
Ordinance.

On motion by Neumann and sec-
ond by Noska, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To approve the
revised Public Health Nurse job
description.

On motion by Byers and second
by Denny, the following resolution
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

A Resolution Establishing Support
for Clay County to Develop a Psy-
chiatric Residential Treatment Facil-
ity and Replace Current Non-secure
Unit

WHEREAS, there is inadequate
capacity across Minnesota’s contin-
uum of care to support children with
high-acuity, complex, and/or co-oc-
curring conditions, including violent
or sexually inappropriate behavior
and significant physical health chal-
lenges; and

WHEREAS, Psychiatric Residen-
tial Treatment Facilities (PRTF) play
a critical role in serving children and
youth under the age of 21 with se-
vere mental health needs and ag-
gression, as part of this continuum;
and

WHEREAS, currently only four
PRTF facilities are operational in
Minnesota, offering a total of 166
beds, which is insufficient to meet
the growing needs of children with
serious and complex mental health
conditions; and

WHEREAS, the demand for addi-
tional PRTF beds across Minnesota
is urgent to ensure children receive
timely and appropriate care; and

WHEREAS, equitable distribution
of PRTF beds throughout the state
is essential to provide children with
proximity to their home communities,
families, and local service providers;
and

WHEREAS, Clay County is com-
mitted to addressing this critical gap
in mental health services by estab-
lishing a PRTF in partnership with
a qualified service provider for the
delivery of these essential services;
and

WHEREAS, Clay County seeks
bond proceeds funds from the com-
missioner of human services for a
grant to Clay County to predesign,
design, and remodel of the West
Central Regional Juvenile Center
non-secure unit into an 18-bed psy-
chiatric residential treatment facility
and address the predesign, design,
construct, furnish, and equip of a
non-secure unit within Clay County
to replace the existing facility that
will become a psychiatric residential
treatment facility.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners via this
Resolution, supports Clay County
to request Minnesota state funds for
infrastructure development for a Psy-
chiatric Residential Treatment Facil-
ity in Clay County, ensuring access
to specialized care for children with
complex mental health needs across
the region.

On motion by Noska and second
by Byers, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unan-

imous vote:
County Mental
Council Bylaws.

On motion by Noska and second
by Byers, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To approve the renewal
contract (1/1/2025 to 12/31/2025) for
Rural MN CEP to provide MFIP &
DWP Employment Services.

Chair Becker tabled the STEP
Purchase of Service and Host Coun-
ty contract renewal item to the De-
cember 3, 2024 meeting to allow for
clarification of language within the
contract to be drafted for review.

Chair Becker tabled the Northern
Pines Purchase of Service Agree-
ments renewal item to the December
3, 2024 meeting to allow for clarifica-
tion of language within the contract
to be drafted for review.

Administration

On motion by Noska and second
by Neumann, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: Do not approve to
extend the 30 day unpaid leave of
absence for employee #0486.

Closed Session

On motion by Byers and second
by Neumann, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote: To enter into a
closed session pursuant to MN Stat-
ute 13D.05 Subd 3(a) at 10:00 a.m.

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To reopen the session at
10:30 a.m.

Chair Becker stated that a positive
review for the County Coordinator’s
performance evaluation was given.
County Auditor-Treasurer’s Report

The County Auditor-Treasurer re-
ported statistics from the November
5th, 2024 State General Election. A
recount of the Office of Todd Coun-
ty Commissioner District 1 has been
scheduled for November 21st, 2024.

County Coordinator’s Report

The County Coordinator attend-
ed the emergency disaster planning
event and administrative meetings.
County Commissioner’s Report

The Commissioners reported on
meetings and events attended.

Commissioner Denny attend-
ed regular meetings, CD41, elec-
tion canvassing, and solid waste
meetings.

Commissioner Becker attended
policy, dept head, personnel, rain-
bow rider, CD41, broadband, and
housing funding discussion and also
questions regarding location of re-
cent SWCD meetings.

Commissioner Neumann attend-
ed the CMCOA, dept head, person-
nel, CD41, solid waste, rainbow rid-
er, and questions regarding location
of recent SWCD meetings.

Commissioner Noska attended
the Ag Society annual meeting and
election canvassing meetings.
Commissioner Byers attended the
CD41, Housing funding discussion,
and TCDC meetings.

Adjourn

On motion by Neumann and sec-
ond by Denny, the meeting was ad-
journed for the month of November
2024.

To approve the Todd
Health  Advisory

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS
VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT
CAVISYSTEMS. ............... 5,500.00
BRAATEN AGGREGATE

.................................... 21,491.97
M-R SIGN COMPANY INC

...................................... 5,093.20
METAL CULVERTS INC. 35,964.20
MIDSTATES EQUIPMENT

& SUPPLY INC ............. 8,695.00
MINNESOTA POLLUTION

CONTROL AGENCY . 25,942.25
WHITE CAP LP................ 2,174.60
74 PAYMENTS LESS

TOMAL: wovvereorrsreeeseeeerene $143.463.20

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
WARRANTS
VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT
RURAL MN CEP INC ..... 15,552.27
61 PAYMENTS LESS
THAN $2,000.............. 29,619.29
9 PAYMENTS LESS

Total: ... $49,047.36
VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT

H16704.....ciiiiiiiieis
#17598....

INC....o oo 2,500.00

HOLISTIC FAMILY
EDUCATION SRVS...... 7,394.80

PRAIRIE LAKES YOUTH

PROGRAMS............... 11,191.00
VILLAGE RANCH INC...... 8,752.66
37 PAYMENTS LESS

__THAN $2,000....c.0000.... 27,905.87
JLLo Lt | $101,999.16

On a motion by Denny and sec-
ond by Noska, the preceding min-
utes of the County Board meeting
held November 19, 2024 were duly
approved by unanimous vote at the
Todd County Board of Commission-
ers at the Regular Board Meeting
held on December 17, 2024.

Witness my hand and seal:
/s/ on file
Barbara Becker, County Board
Chairperson
/s/ on file
Denise Gaida, Todd County
Auditor-Treasurer
4pnc

MINUTES OF THE
MEETING OF THE
TODD COUNTY BOARD
OF COMMISSIONERS
HELD DECEMBER 3, 2024

Sharon Kutter addressed the
County Board regarding concerns
due to recent legal actions that oc-
curred and the need for policies and
procedures to avoid deemed unnec-
essary legal action.

The Todd County Board of Com-
missioners met in the Commission-
er’s Board Room in the City of Long
Prairie, MN on the 3rd day of Decem-
ber, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. The meeting
was called to order by Chairperson
Becker. The meeting was opened
with the Pledge of Allegiance. All

Commissioners were present.
Approval of Agenda

On motion by Byers and second
by Noska, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To adopt the agenda as
presented.

Consent Agenda

On motion by Denny and second
by Byers, the following motions and
resolutions were introduced and ad-
opted by unanimous vote:

To approve the Todd County
Board of Commissioner’s Meeting
Minutes for October 25 and Novem-
ber 4, 2024 as presented.

GAMBLING PERMIT — NWTF

STRUTTIN BLACKBEARDS

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners are estab-
lishing their approval for a Gambling
Permit for the NWTF Struttin Black-
beards through this resolution;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners approve a
Gambling Permit for the NWTF Strut-
tin Blackbeards to hold a raffle event
at the Clarissa Ballroom in Eagle Val-
ley Township at the address 19281
Kotter Road, Clarissa, MN on Febru-
ary 1, 2025.

Accept the resignation of Angela
Chamberlin Admin. Assistant effec-
tive 12/2/2024

Accept the resignation of Eric
Dahl Seasonal Rec. Assistant effec-
tive 10/10/2024

Accept the resignation of Nathan
Benning Seasonal Rec. Assistant ef-
fective 8/11/2024

Accept the resignation of Parker
Duncan Seasonal Rec. Assistant ef-
fective 8/11/2024

To approve the transfer of Katie
Leslie to fill the Accounting Specialist
position, Grade 6, Step 8 at $27.34/
hour. Start date: December 23, 2024

Approve the resignation of Social
Worker Theresa James, effective
December 12, 2024.

Approve the resignation of Social
Worker Intern Cassandra Ortiz, ef-
fective November 22, 2024.

Auditor-Tr rer

On motion by Neumann and
second by Noska, the following
motion was introduced and ad-
opted by unanimous rolicall vote:
To approve the November 2024
Auditor Warrants number (ACH)
904553 through 904650 in the
amount of $2,120,273.98 (Manual)
1015 through 1023 in the amount of
$122,358.13 and (Regular) 243497
through 243650 in the amount
of $2,835,840.57 for a total of
$5,078,472.68.

On motion by Denny and second
by Noska, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous rollcall vote: To approve the
Commissioner Warrants number
(ACH) 403562 through 403589 in
the amount of $31,480.34 and (Reg-
ular) 58515 through 58549 in the
amount of $86,525.16 for a total of
$118,005.50.

On motion by Neumann and sec-
ond by Denny, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous rollcall vote: To approve
the Health & Human Services Com-
missioner Warrants number (ACH)
805961 through 806003 and (Reg-
ular) 712553 through 712596 for a
total of $108,235.55.

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unan-
imous rollcall vote: To approve the
Health & Human Services SSIS War-
rants number (ACH) 601490 through
601501 and (Regular) 518169
through 518189 for a total amount of
$70,985.64.

On motion by Denny and second
by Noska, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To approve an abate-
ment for parcel 02-0010500 for the
2023 assessment, taxes due in
2024 due to a fire of a structure on
7/27/2023.

Emergency Management

On motion by Byers and second
by Neumann, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To approve the
Board Chair to sign and Auditor/
Treasurer to sign the ARMER grant
contract agreement.

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: Accept the DNR Snow-
mobile grant for the 2025 fiscal year
not to exceed $7,240.

Health & Human Servi

On motion by Neumann and sec-
ond by Denny, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To authorize the
hiring of one Public Health Nurse.

On motion by Byers and second
by Noska, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To approve the STEP
Purchase of Service and Host Coun-
ty contract renewal.

On motion by Denny and second
by Byers, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To approve the Northern
Pines Purchase of Service Agree-
ments renewal.

On motion by Neumann and sec-
ond by Noska, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To accept the 2024
Safe & Secure Courthouse Grant
Funds.

nty Auditor-Tr rer’

The County Auditor-Treasurer
reported the results of the Com-
missioner District 1 recount which
showed no change in votes tabulat-
ed with incumbent candidate Becker
the winner by 1 vote. Ag taxes were
due on November 15, 2024. The
AMC Conference is coming up to
attend.

The County Coordinator attended
the Arvig broadband presentation,
better health collective, fall road,
cannabis and TWCC meetings.

The Commissioners reported on
meetings and events attended.
Commissioner Denny attended the
fall road, recount, and recount can-
vassing meetings.

Commissioner Becker attend-
ed MTWCHB, recount, personnel,
TWCC, fall road, Friendly Rider, and
fall potluck meetings.

Commissioner Neumann attend-
ed the SRWD, fall road, policy, CPT

and personnel meetings.

Commissioner Noska attended
the HRA and TWCC meetings.

Commissioner Byers attended the
fall potluck, fall road with discussion
regarding tarring roads with seek-
ing funding, and watershed policy
meetings.

Recess

On motion by Byers and second
by Noska, the meeting was recessed
until December 17, 2024.

AUDITOR WARRANTS
VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT
DECISION POINTS AUTHORS

LLC .o 6,000.00
DOHERTY STAFFING
SOLUTIONS................. 2,799.36

G S EQUIPMENT INC...... 8,480.00
HY-TEC CONSTRUCTION .............
................................... 959,823.00
INNOVATIVE OFFICE
SOLUTIONS, LLC ......... 6,444.49
J5 RESCUE SUPPLY

LLC ..o 62,315.00
MINNESOTA Ul................. 3,615.79
REDSTONE

CONSTRUCTION..... 814,306.75
STANTEC CONSULTING

SERVICES INC. ........... 12,822.31
VERIZON..........ccoevrnrnn 6,229.02
WIDSETH SMITH

NOLTING INC.............. 17,787.45

WONDERLICH/SCOTT A..7,777.50
32 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $,2000............... 18,705.80
ANOKA CO GOVERNMENT
CENTER.......ccooeiis 8,375.00
BOULDER CREEK, INC..................
................................... 106,342.72
BRAATEN AGGREGATE
INC....ooooiiiiiiiis
CARD SERVICES
COBORNS...........ccocu.
CENTRA CARE ..
CHARM-TEX.............
DEPUTY REGISTRAR......6,947.75
FLEET SERVICES/WEX
BANK ......coiiii
HANSEN/TODD
LONG PRAIRIE SANITATION
INC....cvvviiiiiiice
MASWCD
MN DEPT OF FINANCE....6,181.00
MORRISON SWCD............ 3,772.57
NORTH COUNTRY CHEVROLET
BUICKGMC............... 149,445.00
PETERS LAW OFFICE,
PA. i 5,192.00

PRAIRIE LAKES MUNICIPAL
SOLID WASTE AUTH..90,689.08
SHIRLEY’S GAS &

GROCERIES INC.......... 3,603.27
STEP oo 11,666.25
VOYANT COMMUNICATIONS,

LLC oo 3,550.90
34 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN 2000.................. 18,916.58
ASFELD/JOSEPH............. 5,113.25
BERSCHEIT FARMS

LLC .o 13,655.33
CEBULLA/PAUL................ 5,5675.42
COUNTIES PROVIDING

TECHNOLOGY.............. 8,166.00
DOLEZAL/PATRICK and

BEVERLY ......cccovernne 2,348.03
GALLAGHER BENEFIT

SERVICES INC ............ 2,000.00
KRAUSE/JON.........cco.... 28,353.53
LONG PRAIRIE OIL

COMPANY .....covvrirenine 2,413.99
MADDEN GALANTER

HANSEN, LLP ............... 4,481.15
MILLER/ABNER and

CAROL ....coviiiicicine 6,362.25

MINNESOTA POWER.....19,061.62
MORRISON COUNTY.....45,696.10
NORTHERN STAR

COOP .....ccceieiiiicine 3,013.62
STAPLES ADVANTAGE ....3,541.56
STATEMA/ANDY ............... 9,833.00

TODD CO AUD-TREAS ....8,690.77
VEOLIA ENVIRONMENTAL

SERVICES LLC............ 2,504.20
43 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000............... 16,785.33
CENTERPOINT

ENERGY.....ccccovvireennne 2,170.39
JAMES/BARBARA.......... 11,025.00
LONG PRAIRIE OIL

COMPANY ..o 5,081.94
OFFICE OF MNIT

SERVICES............cc.c.... 2,691.51
STOECKEL JAHNER

INC....ooviiiiiin, 31,335.00
THE TRADESMEN

CONSTRUCTION INC136,078.19
TRIMIN SYSTEMS INC...20,953.00

WEST CENTRAL TECH

SERVICE AREA.......... 11,480.98
28 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000............... 14,242.25
CITY OF BERTHA........... 23,005.42
CITY OF

BROWERVILLE...........
CITY OF BURTRUM .
CITY OF CLARISSA........ 14,331.48
CITY OF EAGLE BEND ..27,302.16
CITY OF GREY EAGLE ..17,577.70

CITY OF HEWITT.............. 6,153.94
CITY OF

LONG PRAIRIE............ 96,721.37
CITY OF OSAKIS ...22,406.29

CITY OF STAPLES ......... 73,936.20
REGION V DEVELOPMT

COMMISSION................ 4,067.55
SAINT PAUL PORT
AUTHORITY .......c.coeunee. 4,368.56

SAUK RIVER WATER
SHED DISTRICT ......... 16,577.48
SCHOOL DISTRICT

18, 113,629.70
SCHOOL DISTRICT
170, 148,486.87
SCHOOL DISTRICT
2753, 285,471.80
SCHOOL DISTRICT
486....cceererereeeenene 69,613.85
SCHOOL DISTRICT
740 20,774.17
SCHOOL DISTRICT
T3 222,266.70
SCHOOL DISTRICT
786 102,993.49
SCHOOL DISTRICT
T87 e 174,776.10
SCHOOL DISTRICT
818, 10,687.68

TOWN OF BARTLETT ....13,128.23
TOWN OF BERTHA......... 19,537.14
TOWN OF BIRCHDALE..55,877.05
TOWN OF BRUCE........... 27,769.67
TOWN OF BURLEENE ...13,198.56

TOWN OF

BURNHAMVILLE......... 20,925.54
TOWN OF

EAGLE VALLEY ......... 27,252.11
TOWN OF

FAWN LAKE ............... 17,203.31
TOWN OF

GERMANIA.................. 15,868.71
TOWN OF GORDON ...... 29,017.43
TOWN OF

GREY EAGLE.............. 27,319.36
TOWN OF HARTFORD...37,687.40
TOWN OF IONA.............. 21,215.94
TOWN OF KANDOTA......16,597.72
TOWN OF LESLIE ......... 18,606.69

TOWN OF LITTLE ELK.....7,636.72
TOWN OF
LITTLE SAUK............... 24,510.08

See TCC on page 9a



Wolnesday January 15, 205 %;Glra-ssti:f:i;ed-sf

o0
Todd County Commissioners

Minutes

TCC continued from page 8a

TOWN OF L1 ;| P 118,005.50
LONG PRAIRIE ........... 31,961.32

TOWN OF MORAN.......... 14,002.49 HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

TOWN OF REYNOLDS...23,403.72 WARRENTS

TOWN OF VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT
ROUND PRAIRIE......... 44,238.92  DHS - SWIFT.....ccoeeonc... 46,190.16

TOWN OF STAPLES.......15,254.92  FRESHWATER EDUCATION

TOWN OF DISTRICT 6004-........... 17,500.00
STOWE PRAIRIE ........ 19,412.86  TODD COUNTY AUDITOR

TOWN OF TREASURER............... 15,096.10
TURTLE CREEK .......... 8,745.12 75 PAYMENTS LESS

TOWN OF VILLARD........ 12,105.68 THAN $2,000............... 25,316.79

TOWN OF WARD............. 32,182.66 9 PAYMENTS LESS

TOWN OF THAN $2,000................. 4,132.50
WEST UNION.............. 23,291.08  Total:ereererererrerrerreens $108,235.55

TOWN OF WYKEHAM ....27,158.67
9 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000................. 5,871.39
USBANK-CC................... 6,009.27
MN DEPT OF

REVENUE ................... 54,153.43
MN DEPT OF

REVENUE ..........cccooee. 3,039.00
MN DEPT OF

REVENUE .................. 55,759.34
5 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000................. 3,397.09
TOTAL.:....ccocernrnnean $5,078,472.68

COMISSIONER WARRANTS

VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT

ICARGILL SALT
DIVISION..........coevruennene 7,204.19

CHAMBERLAIN OIL
COMPANY............ ..2,739.34

D & D AUTO REPAIR.........2,193.81
DS SOLUTIONS, INC........ 3,079.00
ELECTION SYSTEMS &

SOFTWARE INC ........... 8,326.50
FRIEDRICH’S TIRE & OIL

COINC....covvciiine 460.38
LITTLE FALLS MACHINE

INC....ooiie 2,5647.84
M-R SIGN COMPANY

INC....oooiiiiii, 5,737.50
MCCC, MI33
MENCH/JAMES ................ 5,665.00
RED CEDAR CONSULTING,

LLC .o 3,946.02

STOECKER REPAIR......... 8,826.68
TRITECH SOFTWARE

SYSTEMS........ccovuenee 37,464.54
WADENA CO HIGHWAY

DEPT ..o 5,973.50
49 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000............... 18,590.80

VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT

ICENTRAL MN MENTAL
HEALTH CENTER......... 3,000.00
GERARD TREATMENT
PROGRAMS.................. 8,938.85
GREATER MN FAMILY
SRVSINC.......ccoeeuee 11,938.34

HOLISTIC FAMILY

EDUCATION SRVS....... 2,176.90
MERIDIAN SERVICES

INC..oveieieeee e 3,313.74
PRESBYTERIAN FAMILY
FOUNDATION INC............ 4,959.10
SOMEPLACE SAFE

PTCINC ..cooeeeeeee 2,225.00
VILLAGE RANCH INC.....10,789.24
WEST CENTRAL REG

JUVENILE CTR........... 12,918.00
24 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000 10,726.47
Total:............... $70,985.64

On a motion by Denny and second
by Noska, the preceding minutes of
the County Board meeting held De-
cember 3, 2024 were duly approved
by unanimous vote at the Todd
County Board of Commissioners at
the Regular Board Meeting held on
December 17, 2024.

Witness my hand and seal:
/s/ on file
Barbara Becker, County Board
Chairperson
/s/ on file
Denise Gaida, Todd County
Auditor-Treasurer
4pnc

The Open

NOTICES

_Dugll o

103 Storage FRONTIER
Ré.c%%t{I;oF%%gD R FOR RENT "’WN“OHE
; ! : Japke’s North 8th Street FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
o ool hoo oy oo Min Storage, 894-1551 218-296-503 1y
need to know the type of | 6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24 -
We are accepting

vehicle, color of hood and
approximate date of loss.
651-231-3433. 4x

REAL ESTATE

applications for 2 and 3
bedroom townhomes in

611

Wanted to Buy
40+ ACRES between
Wadena/Pillager, with or
without house, 218-831-3521.
3-5p

DEA
for all classified
ads and copy is

Staples, a community
SERV[CES & 602 you can get attached to. 12 noon Frida

Apartments Rent based on income.

EMPLOYMENT I;OI‘ Rent Now professionally
205 STAPLES: Downtown, 1 4 managed % e (e
- 2 bdrm., recently remod-
Help Wanted ~ 7 BNJT ER

LOOKING FOR an out- eled, NO pets, non smoking, g et T L siaples World

218-894-3108.

6tfc

going, hard working, de-
pendable individual to work
in the kitchen/ dining room
at Tri-County Stockyards,
Motley. This is a part-time
position: Wednesdays, year
round and every other Sat-
urday, December-April. For
more information call 218-
352-6546. 3-5¢

"

MINNESOTA
NEWSPAPER
ASSOC ATION

Income guidelines apply.

N

Hee BEO/AA

MOTLEY, MINN.

Sunny Pines
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income
eligible, 62 years or
older, handicapped or
disabled. Heat, water,
sewer, electric
provided.
Call Rosie Talberg, Manager at:

320-468-2303  £%

MCAN

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network

== STATEWIDE =
CLASSIFIEDS

EMPLOYMENT

SPEECH LANGUAGE
PATHOLOGIST
Assistant Long Term Sub. New
London-Spicer Schools. Required
AAS Degree from an accredited
SPLA Program. For more information,
see: www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment

WANTED TO BUY

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

Advertise here statewide
in 200+ newspapers for
only $279 per week!
Call 612-332-8844

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and  visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

GET DISH
satellite TV + internet! Free install, free
HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand
movies, plus limited time up to $600
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

BOOST INFINITE!
Unlimited talk, text and data for just
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one
low price! Call today and get the latest
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506
® © & 6 0 0 & 0 & 0 0 o 0 0o o o o
* SAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper
or MNA 612/332-8844
to find out how you can save
money by placing your
advertisement here!
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SERYICE DIRECTORY

Electrical Services for
Residential

Ultimate Septic Service LLC

David Odden - Owner/Operator

[—GIZA
EST 1934
PLUMBING & HEATING

«Commercial Senti Serviqes: Jetti
«Industrial eSeptic Fumping °Jetting
*Emergencies
218-296-2461 Call USS for all your septic CE;ES?JE?‘]}?;;LS;SDSB‘I
* PLUMBING Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 - Mike Rollins 218-296-2461 pumping needst
o HEATING * all:i:TectricofstapIesl@:y:hlgz.com 21 8'296'1 137 LIGHT COMMERCIAL

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

LPS.

Long Prairie Sanitation
Long Pralrie, WMKN

218-631-3101

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured - Over 30 years experience

« AIR CONDITIONING

« GEOTHERMAL

o NEW CONSTRUCTION
« REMODEL

Excavation & Septic Service
218-515-2222

-Septic System Installation
-Camera Inspection, Tank
Pumping and Cleaning

2 TREE SERVICE

eGeneral eLot Clearing
* SERVICE +Storm Damage Clean Up
MN LIC. #PC644417 Stump Grinding ¢Brushing

218-894-2284 O *55 ft. Bucket Truck
WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

MN State Certified

6685 330th St.,
Cushing, MN. 56443

888-878-5578

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

A
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*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

CONSTRUGT

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU!

Sellnow
Law Office, P.A.

Thomas H. Sellnow*
sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

Mandi’s Accounting Services
Tax Prep - Bookkeeping « Payroll
«Financial Planning

Mandi Polito
Accountant 218-296-5006

mandipolito1384@gmail.com
138 4th St., Staples, MN 56479
PO Box 95, Staples, MN 56479

218-894-4618 - 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie
320-732-1919 « Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified
by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.
+ Probate and Trusts

« Estate Planning - Family Law

+ Real Estate + Business Law
«Title Insurance « Elder Law

« Personal Injury « Auto Accidents

PHB £ /418572

i Phil Bjerga
Excavating - 218-639-5007
|I‘IC. Licensed / Bonded / Insured

Septics * Waterlines * Trenching * Basements * Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation * Backhoe & Skid Loader Work
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming * Custom Pressure Washing

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. * Snow Plowing & Removal

NS

~,

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC

Y=/ T
rl _)I _/—1,‘ L Staples MNS6D MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
" i - H—_ - - S «FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
@80 CONSTRUCTION |1 ¢ 218-894-3105 Ygs8 -COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

Asphalt Paving « Seal Coating « Excavating « Driveways
Roads « Parking Lots « Site Prep « Gravel « Rock « Black Dirt
Fill « Peat « Ponds « Demolition « Hauling « Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

Dirt  Gravel ¢ Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits ¢ Fill Dirt
Clearing & Grading e Ditch Cleaning ® Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

'4
Andy Statema +320-594-2912 » 320-594-6347 s> <

SW 2024 changed wk #3

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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CARTER continued from page 1a

Local residents impacted by President Jimmy and First Lady Rosalynn Carter

ings before the Sunday ser-
vice. They drove through
town, which “didn’t take
long,” Phyllis said, and
located the little white Bap-
tist church. Early the next
morning, after spending
the night in Americus, the
Paskewitzes arrived at the
church in hopes of secur-
ing a seat in Jimmy’s class.
After standing in line for a
while with about 30 others,
a woman ushered them
inside, and pointed to two
seats in the front row.

When it was time for
the Sunday School class
to begin, President Carter
came in last, along with
his wife, Rosalynn. Phyllis
recalled the secret service
man who was seated next to
a wall. Bob was only about
an arm’s length from the
president, she said.

It was more like a church
service than a class, Phyl-
lis said, going on to say it
lasted about an hour. “It
was such a nice service...
he preached on Mary and
Martha,” she shared. Phyl-
lis couldn’t remember the
particulars, but said that as
he told the story, President
Carter made the point that
Mary and Martha had an
important part in Jesus’ life.
In recent years, Phyllis said,
she learned about Carter’s
efforts to ensure women

House

The above photo
from the Library of Con-
gress was taken around
1977, as newly-elected
President Jimmy Carter,
First Lady Rosalynn, and
their daughter, Amy, be-
gan their new life in Wash-
ington, D.C. It was the first
time since John F. Ken-
nedy had been president,
that a child had lived at the
White House. Amy was
nine years old at the time,

A youngster in the White

had more of a part in the
world. It’s made her think
back to his compelling talk
in Plains.

When the Sunday School
class concluded, people
were given the opportunity
to have their photo taken
with Jimmy and Rosalynn.
Some folks had to leave
right away to get on a bus,
but Phyllis and Bob were
able to pose with the Car-
ters outside the church.
“How many people have the
president put their arm
around your waist!” Phyllis
said with a smile. She cher-
ishes the picture, which
still adorns her home today.

Subsequently, the Paske-
witzes would receive a
Christmas card from the
Carters each year. Phyllis
also wrote President Carter
following the death of her
husband in 2014, after a
short battle with brain
cancer. Jimmy had survived
a similar cancer and had
written a letter in response
to Phyllis, including the
words, “Too bad about Bob.”
That really touched her,
Phyllis said.

She can’t recall whether
or not she and Bob voted
for Carter. They’d been
Democrats for years, but
“somewhere along the line
we switched,” Phyllis said
of their party support. The

and children around the nation, including nine-year-old
Andrea Schimpp from Staples, Minn., (lower photo)
were excited at the possibility of having a fellow fourth
grader living in the White House.

A Century of Care

Astera Health is proud to celebrate
100 years of service, compassion, and
innovation in healthcare.

For a century, we've been your trusted
partner, and we honor the patients,
families, and team members who have

shaped our journey.

Learn more at AsteraHealth.org
Call 218-631-3510 for an appointment!
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Staples World

Paskewitzes were long-time
farmers in rural Brower-
ville and it seemed most
farmers voted Democrat
back in the day. They appre-
ciated that Carter was also
a farmer, and he shared
their Christian faith. “But
the party’s changed a lot,”
Phyllis said. Whether or not
she voted for him, Phyllis
said she has a high regard
for the former president
and hopes to be able to show
“love and respect” as he did
throughout his life.

Loren Morey

Loren Morey of Motley
also had a story to share of
attending one of President
Carter’s Sunday School
classes. He and his wife,
Kathy, were in Hawaii for
a Young Presidents Organi-
zation (YPO) trip at which
President Carter was a
speaker.

One day there was an
announcement that the
president would lead
a “sunrise service at the
beach” for any that would
like to attend. “We got up
early in the morning and
went,” Loren said, adding
that there were about 20 to
25 people there in total.

No, he didn’t vote for
Carter (he’s a staunch
Republican, Loren shared),
but he and Kathy count
that Jimmy-led service on
the beach as a treasured
memory.

Rick and Marsha
Herder

Former Staples residents
Rick and Marsha Herder,
now of Flinstone, Ga., had
the opportunity to pay their
respects to former presi-
dent Jimmy Carter at the
Carter Center in Atlanta
Jan. 7, where he was lying
in repose prior to his state
funeral.

“We only live a couple of
hours north of Atlanta, so
we jumped at the opportu-
nity to attend the viewing
at the Carter Center,” Rick
shared. “We have always
admired Jimmy Carter as a
person of faith who stood by
his values. At the time, his
election seemed a welcome
respite from the turbulent
years of the Watergate scan-
dal. And, of course, in his
post-presidential years he
worked tirelessly to address
daunting issues like home-
lessness in the U.S. and the
guinea worm scourge in
Africa. We remain grateful
for his extraordinary ser-
vice to our nation and the
world.”

The Herders lived in Sta-
ples from 1977 - 1987, during
the time that Carter was in
office. They were the first
owners of Tower Pizza, and
Rick also taught English
and speech at Staples High
School. Rick shared that he
had voted for Carter, and
Marsha had not, adding
that, “That sort of split
ticket voting seemed more
common and less contro-
versial back then.”

Like her husband,
Marsha was honored to
have traveled to Atlanta to
view the late former pres-
ident lying in state. She
posted on Facebook that the
experience was “somber
and moving. What a beauti-
ful and compassionate man
he was. Rest on, Jimmy.”

X
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Rick went on to add that
“The Carter Center, like
many presidential libraries,
has an excellent museum.
We visited there last year
with our daughter Katie

and her family, and we rec-

ommend it highly to any
visitors from Minnesota.”

Andrea Carilson

With the news of Jimmy
Carter’s passing, Staples
native Andrea (Schimpp)
Carlson, now of Decorah,
Iowa, recalled how excited
she was at the prospect of
a girl her age living in the
White House.

Jimmy and Rosalynn’s
daughter, Amy, was nine
years old, just like her!
Andrea was in the fourth
grade that year at North

Elementary School in Sta-

ples, she shared, adding
that Mr. Larson was her
homeroom teacher.

When voting day arrived,
Andrea pleaded with her
parents, Gary and Carmen
Schimpp, to please vote for
Jimmy Carter...stressing
how cool it would be to have
a nine-year-old living in the
White House.

Andrea waited by the
window with anticipation
as her folks left to cast their
ballots at Bullard Township
Town Hall. When she saw
their car returning, she
met them at the front door,

hardly able to contain her-

self. “Who did you vote for?!
Did you vote for Jimmy
Carter?!” When neither of
them answered her, Andrea
knew they had voted for
Gerald Ford. She recalled
running downstairs to
her bedroom in tears, in
disbelief that her parents
wouldn’t vote for Amy’s dad.
Andrea found some
solace the next morning at
the news that Carter had
defeated Ford. But, she was
still scowling a bit, know-
ing this outcome was no
thanks to her parents.

SCHOOL continued from page 1a

School board authorizes
positions in organizational

meeting

Federal Credit Union, MN
School District Liquid
Assits Fund and other
financial institutions.

- Official newspaper: Sta-
ples World.

The school authorized
the business manager and
superintendent to invest
funds and authorized the
business manager and pay-

roll clerk to electronically
transfer funds.

The board set their
monthly metings for the
second to last Monday of
each month at the District
Office, with work sessions
scheduled for the first
Monday of each month if
needed.

Staples@,World

Your Community Newspaper Since 1890

Office 218-894-1112 Fax 218-894-3570
224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN 56479

“Learning comes to life
in the pages of your local newspaper.”

é encounter with the Caters

Bob and Phyllis Paskewitz, long-
time Browerville residents, posed with
former President Jimmy Carter and his
wife, Rosalynn, outside the Maranatha
Baptist Church in Plains, Ga., where Pres-
ident Carter taught Sunday School. Since

this photo was taken about 20 years ago,
Phyllis is the lone survivor. Her husband
passed away in 2014; the former First
Lady Rosalynn in 2023; and the 39th
President of the United States, Jimmy
Carter, on Dec. 29, 2024.

Al the Carter Center

Rick and Marsha Herder, former Staples residents
now of Georgia, recently attended the viewing of the late
President Jimmy Carter at the Carter Center in Atlanta,
Ga. The Herders, former owners of Tower Pizza, lived in
Staples at the time of Carter’s presidency. Rick Herder
also taught speech and English at Staples High School
during the 1970s and ‘80s. (Submitted photo)

s

James Earl Carter, Jr.

October 1, 1924 — December 29, 2024

Georgia Southwestern College, 1941-1942
Georgia Institute of Technology, 1942-1943
United States Naval Academy, 1943-1946
United States Navy, 1946-1953
Georgia State Senate, 1963-1967
Governor of Georgia, 1971-1975
President of the United States, 1977-1981
The Carter Center, 1982
Nobel Peace Prize, 2002

THE
CARTER CENTER

*

Wagtrg Peace. Fighting Disoase . Building Hope.

The family of Jimmy Carter is grateful to you for joining us in
«celebrating his life. You honor him and comfort us with your
heartfelt prayers, kind words, and warm memories.

Portrait by Yousuf Karsh




