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Downtown legacy The doors closed for good at the Longbella

Drug Store in Downtown Staples Dec. 29, 2023. A fixture in the community for over
60 years, Longbella Drug was originally owned by the late Richard (Dick) Longbella
and most recently, by his children Lani Longbella Roberts and Chad Longbella. The
store’s neon sign will be missed by travelers along 2nd Avenue NE in Staples. (Photo

by Dawn Timbs)

Thomastown Church
celebrates 125 years

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

Since 1898, Thomastown
Covenant Church has been
a beacon of light in rural
Staples, offering a place
for worship and spiritual
guidance, as well as provid-
ing a Christian community
where parishioners have
found support and friend-
ship along the way. Now
heading into its 126th year
of ministry, the church’s
light is still shining brightly.

This past June of 2023,
the church celebrated its
125th Anniversary over a
three-day weekend that
included visiting, music, a
worship service, and plenty
of refreshments, which is to
be expected from a congre-
gation with Scandinavian
roots, dontcha know.

A history of the Thom-
astown Covenant Church is
included in, “125 Years of
God’s Faithfulness,” a book
compiled and written in
2023, by longtime member
Sandra Carlson, with infor-
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Jan.10 23 9 Snow
Jan.11 14 7 M. Cloudy
Jan.12 15 2 Cloudy
Jan. 13 3 -11 Cloudy
Jan.14 -4 -9 M. Cloudy
Jan.15 -4 -9 P Cloudy
Jan.16 4 -4 M. Cloudy

Last Year, 2023
High Low Cond.

mation gleaned from the

church’s Centennial book-
let, which had been com-

piled by Sharon Nance, a
member at that time.
The book notes that the

Covenant Church in Amer-

ica had its beginnings
in 1868, when a group of
Swedish immigrants in

Chicago organized a “Mis-

sion society.” They initially

called themselves the ‘Swed-

ish Evangelical Mission
Church,’ but later changed

their name to the Evangel-

ical Covenant Church of
America, based on their

belief that God was a ‘cove-

nant making God.’

Carlson went on to write
that in Minnesota, around
1881 - 83, “Swedish settlers
from southern Carver and
Kandiyohi counties came

to Bullard and Thomas-

town townships for cheaper
lands.”
ples, Mr. and Mrs. August
Larson, opened their home
to hold prayer meetings and

Bible studies, inviting itin-

erant preachers to come in
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and share the gospel with
their friends and relatives.
Later on, regular church
meetings were held in a log
school house on the farm
belonging to early members
Henry and Anna Klodt.

On May 4, 1898, the “Scan-
dinavian Christian Mission
Church of Leaf River” was
organized, with the charter
members in favor of build-
ing a permanent church
structure. The land for the
church, overlooking the
Leaf River where it still sits
today, was purchased from
Tom Ellis by C.E. Stallberg
for the sum of $10. Stallberg
later donated it to the church.
Cash was short, but thanks
to monetary donations from
a variety of people (the book

See THOMASTOWN
on page 2a

5125

Staples, Minnesota

Reunion planmng committee members

Many hours of work went into the
planning of the 125th Anniversary cele-
bration at Thomastown Covenant Church
in rural Staples, held in June of 2023.
Four of the planning committee mem-
bers are pictured above, seated from left:
Sandy Carlson, Pastor Scott Jorgenson,
and longtime members Cindy and Wal-

ly Anderson. At far left is Julie (Carlson)
Hauschield, St. Bonifacius, a Staples na-
tive who grew up attending Thomastown
Covenant Church. She is the daughter of
longtime members Jim and Sandy Carl-
son. Committee member Diane Hahn is
missing from the photo. (Staples World
photo by Dawn Timbs)

Cass County SWCD earns
ecological award from DNR

On December 12, 2023,
Katie Smith, Ecological and
Water Resources Director,
MN DNR, presented the
Minnesota Department of

Natural Resources 2023 Eco-

logical and Water Resources
Division Appreciation
Award to Cass County Soil
and Water Conservation
District.

Cass County SWCD has

made significant contri-

butions to water resource

management through part-

nerships and programs with

an energy and understand-

ing that is admirable. They
have been open-minded,
innovative, cooperative,
and effective partners in
water quality improvement,

SWCD team receives award
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Jan.16 33 29  Cloudy Dawn Allers Cooperative Water  Department of Natural Resources (MN  O’Neill - Cass County SWCD Supervi-
Planning and DNR) during the Minnesota Association  sor; and Dana Gutzmann - Cass County
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) cant portion of four major December 11-13in Bloomington MN. Supervisors Tom Kuschel and David Pe-
Compiled by watersheds. Watershed Pictured left to right: Katie Smith  terson
Dale Hausmann, planning has involved much
WCCQO’s Staples area staff time over the past opment of the Leech Lake One Watershed One Plans of the Crow Wing Water-
Weatherwatcher decade. They have chaired River, Pine River, and Mis- and are a primary partner
and/or co-chaired the devel- sissippi River Headwaters in the current development See SWCD on page 10a
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THOMASTOWN continued from page 1a

Thomastown Covenant Church
reunion brings back memories
for many parishoners

notes that A. B. Anderson, a
farmer, drove many miles to
give five dollars toward the
project) and logs provided
by members for lumber, the
church’s foundation was
dug in 1899 with the build-
ing completed in 1900.

Rev. A. P. Sjodahl,
described as ‘an old Swed-
ish minister with long whis-
kers,” was the church’s first
pastor, serving from 1899-
1900. He was followed by Rev.
F. W. Sandell, an evangelist/
farmer, who served from
1900-1901.

The first permanent
pastor at the Scandinavian
church was Rev. C.J. Nygren,
who served from 1901-1926.
Little did this pastor know
that a century later, many
of his descendents would
be faithful members of
the rural church. In fact,
his granddaughter, Ardis
(Nygren) Schimpp, would
serve as the church’s pia-
nist for over 60 years. Now
89, Ardis is still an active
member, along with her
daughter, Annette (Wright)
and son, Doug (Schimpp), as
well as several grandchil-
dren and great-grandchil-
dren who help fill the pews
each Sunday. At the anniver-
sary celebration’s Sunday
service, Ardis returned
to her familiar seat at the
piano to accompany the con-
gregation in singing “How
Great Thou Art,” a favorite
hymn with Swedish roots.

Charter members of
‘The Scandinavian Chris-
tian Mission Church of
Leaf River’ included Lars
and Anna Christopher-
son, August and Mathilda
Larson, Charles Anderson,
Alfred Edin, Carl Stallberg,
Oley and Caroline (Larson)
Johnson, and Charles
Larson. The last names of
other early church families
included Anderson, Peder-
son, Lund, Klodt, Grondahl,
Holm, Holman, Schimpp
and Toedter. Most, if not all,
of these names can be found
on gravestones in the ceme-
tery adjacent to the church.

Swedish was the only
language spoken at services
up until 1931, when Rev.
Nygren retired. Parishio-
ners sang from the Swedish
hymnal during those early
years, with “Tak O Gud”
(Thanks to God) being one
of their favorite hymns.

As documented in Carl-
son’s book, the church had
officially joined the “Swed-
ish Mission Covenant
Churches of America” in
1913, and it wasn’t until the
1970s that the church, known
as “The Swede Church,” was
officially changed to “Thom-
astown Covenant Church,”
after the township where it
was located.

Carlson notes that as the
younger generation took
over, English, rather than
Swedish, became the lan-
guage of choice.

In addition to language
changes at Thomastown, as
the church grew in num-
bers, structural changes
were necessary. An exten-
sive remodeling project was
completed during the 1950s,
and a new addition was
built in 1968. Then, in 1983,
the original church that
seated 125 was torn down,
and in its place a new struc-
ture erected, described as “a
lovely rural church that fit
its Leaf River setting.”

Dozens of people trav-
eled to Thomastown for the
anniversary celebration
this past June...sharing
memories from the past, as
well as inspiring stories of
how God is still at work in
the rural church by the Leaf
River today.

Siblings Wendel and
Mae Toedter shared that
their family first started
attending Thomastown in
1948. Their parents, Walter
and Lora, happened to visit
for the first time when the
church was celebrating
its 50th anniversary. “We
moved here from North
Dakota,” Mae said, adding
that they quickly found they
were in a “different culture.”
They weren’t accustomed to
the Swedish heritage, and it
seemed that everyone in the
church seemed to be related,
but it didn’t take long for the
Toedter clan to feel part of
the community.

Both Wendel and Mae
recalled that Philip John-
son was the pastor when
they first started attending,
followed by Pastor Victor
Manlove. Mae credits Tho-
mastown (and a visiting
speaker from Wycliffe
Bible translators - Vivian
Forsberg) for having an
influence on her decision
to become a missionary in
Mexico.

Pat (Edin) Fries, St.
Louis Park, attended Tho-
mastown with the Toedters,
as well as school in Staples.
She recalled walking to the
school bus and meeting
her Sunday School pal Mae
along the way. In addition
to the friendships formed
at Thomastown, Pat shared
that the church holds spe-
cial significance for the
Edin family as their roots
run very deep. Her grand-
parents, August and Anna
Edin, were among its first
members.

Jeanette Klodt, along
with her husband, Gary
Klodt, came all the way from
Soldotna, Alaska, for the
125th reunion. “Gary grew
up here,” Jeanette said,
adding that after they mar-
ried, she and Gary lived near
Thomastown from 1971 - 81,
during which time they had
two children, and the family
was actively involved at the
church. “There was always
lots of music, and great
fellowship time,” Jeanette
recalled of Thomastown.
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Longtime members

Larry and Diane Hahn of Verndale have attended
Thomastown Covenant since 1964. During the past sev-
eral decades they've served in a number of capacities, in-
cluding music ministry and other leadership roles. Diane
was part of the planning committee for the recent 125th
Reunion. (Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Reminiscing

Several members of past youth groups at Tho-
mastown Covenant Church were in attendance at the
church’s 125th reunion this past June. Pictured above
are siblings Wendel Toedter of Staples and Mae Toedter
of Bloomington; and Pat (Edin) Fries of St. Louis Park. All
three have fond memories of having grown up attending
the rural church in Thomastown Township during the
1940s and ‘50s. (Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Deep roots at Thomastown

Ardis (Nygren)
Schimpp of rural
Staples (above left)
is the granddaugh-
ter of C.J. Nygren,
one of the first
pastors at Thom-
astown Covenant
Church. Ardis and
her late husband
Donovan Schimpp
raised their three
children at Thom-
astown (Annette,
Debbie and Doug);
and Ardis served as
the church’s pianist

for 61-plus years. At 89 years young, she is currently
the church’s oldest member. Pictured with Ardis are
her grandson Andrew Bernstrom of Brainerd, and her
great-granddaughter Valerie. In lower photo, Andrew
stands by an archive photo of his great-great-grandfather
Rev. C.J. Nygren, who first came on board as pastor at

In addition to Sunday
morning worship, youth
group has played an import-
ant role at Thomastown
throughout the decades.
Carlson wrote in her book
that conducting youth
group had been a pastoral
responsibility until the
mid 1960s when Rose Edin
(wife of Stan Edin) started
working with the young
people. “Rose left home an
hour early on Wednesday
nights and picked up 18
youth in her van,” Carlson
wrote, adding that on one
occasion, they went into
the ditch and the youth got
out and pushed the van out.
The group, which included
young people from the
church and the surrounding
community, grew to over 40.

Julie (Carlson) Haus-
chield, a 1990 Staples-Mot-
ley High School grad, grew
up attending Thomastown
and has fond memories
of the youth group, led
by Harold Moffett during
those years. “I remember
how wonderful he was...he
cared about all of us,” Julie
said, adding that Moffett
would always “point you to
Jesus.” In addition to the
impact on her spiritual life,
Julie recalled all of the fun
the youth group had, espe-
cially on their canoe trips
each summer, and attending
Lake Beauty Bible Camp
together. “We were a family,”
she added.

She enjoyed going to
Sunday services, too, Julie
went on. “Dan Brodin was
the pastor when I was in
junior high and senior high
school,” Julie said, adding
that he was a fun pastor. She

also has fond memories of
Vacation Bible School and
the ‘Opening Exercises’
before the start of Sunday
School. “I still remember
the songs,” Julie said, going
on to recite the first few
lines of “Climb, Climb Up
Sunshine Mountain” and
another song that encour-
aged youngsters to, “Read
your Bible, pray every day,
and you’ll grow, grow, grow.”

A lot has changed since

Thomastown in 1901, serving a total of 29 years. (Sta-
ples World photos by Dawn Timbs)

the start of Thomastown
Covenant Church, but
like the nearby Leaf River
which has never stopped
flowing, the mission of
Thomastown has continued
on throughout the decades.
Carlson notes at the close of
her book that “We face dif-
ferent cultural challenges
in these times, but our God

has always been faithful
and compassionate over the
past 125 years, and He calls
us in turn to be faithful to
the great commission found
in Matthew 28:18-20 to con-
tinue to preach the ‘gospel’
of Jesus Christ and His sal-
vation in our small corner
of the world.”

Music has always played an import-
ant role at Thomastown Covenant Church,
and to help commemorate their 125th
anniversary, a special gospel concert with

Gospel concert celebration B

weekend celebration festivities. Pictured
above, Pastor Scott Jorgenson introduces
the Garms, who hail from Arkansaw, Wisc.
(Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

The Garms Family was held as part of the
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Donation from LABA

The Lincoln Area Business Association (LABA) re-

Help Prevent Blindness
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Heritage
(plor "wBlir%d

cently donated $2,500 to the |.C.E. Fest’'s Pay it For-
ward campaign. In 2023, |.C.E. Fest donated $30,000
to hungry kids and regained the record for the World’s
Largest Ice Carousel inside a Carousel. Pictured, from
left, are Becca Ruegemer, |I.C.E. Fest organizer; Herb
Bloomquist, LABA President; and Chuck Zwilling, I.C.E.
Fest organizer. This year’s |.C.E. Fest will be held Feb. 17
and 18, on Green Prairie Fish Lake in Little Falls. (Sub-
mitted photo)

Motley area police report

Recent reports from

the Motley Police Depart-

ment (MPD) and Morrison
County Sheriff’s Office

(MCSO) included the fol-

lowing:
Dec. 27 -Jan. 2
Dec. 29 - Motley Police

found a stalled vehicle at
the junction of Hwys. 10

and 210 in Motley, and pro-

ceeded to give the driver
a ride to BRICKS Travel
Center.

Dec. 29 - The MPD
received a call from a
woman in Motley who
reported that her dog had
locked the vehicle while
she was outside. The
Motley Police arrived and
unlocked it for her.

Dec. 28 - The MPD
received a call from Rich’s

Seafood in Motley report-

ing that one of their
employes had made some

threats about shooting up
the plant back in August,
2023. They planned on ter-
minating his employment
the following morning, and
wanted this information on
file.

Dec. 31 - Morrison
County deputies responded
to a vehicle rollover at 330th
St. and Hwy 10 in Cushing.
It appeared the vehicle was
eastbound on 330th St. east
of Hwy 10 when it left the
roadway to the right, then
swerved, causing the vehi-
cletoroll on itsright side. A
tree was also impacted. The
driver was not on scene,
having left on foot to go to
her residence which was
just down the road.

Dec. 27 - Morrison
County deputies responded
to a report of burglary at
the 32000 block of Atlantic
Rd., Cushing.
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75 Years Aco - 1949

o Jan. 13, 1949 - Mrs.
Glendara Maire of New
York Mills will arrive in
Motley this week-end to
take over the principalship
in the Motley high school
to succeed K. S. Davey, who
handed in his resignation
during the Christmas hol-
idays.

Mrs. Maire comes to

- o -
Compiled by
Dawn Timbs

-o-

Motley very highly recom-
mended by the State Depart-
ment of Education. She has
a B.A. degree from Concor-
dia college, Moorhead, and
attended the University of
Minnesota as a candidate for
the ML.A. degree. She taught
for three years n Koochich-
ing county, one year in New
London, and five years in
New York Mills. Mrs. Maire
will teach social science.

o Jan. 13, 1949 - Grand
Opening of Hotel Cafe, Sat-
urday, Jan. 15. Free coffee
and donuts and free ice
cream for the kiddies.
Howard Holderbach and
Robert McGowan, owners.

oJan. 13,1949 - Blue Crest
Motel in Staples advertises
Modern Rooms $2.50 and up.
Steam Heat. Phone 406.

o Jan. 13, 1949 - The last
statement of the Staples
State Bank, called for on
Dec. 31, 1948, shows that the
bank has resources and lia-
bilities topping two and a
half million dollars.

Capital of the bank was
increased some time ago by
a vote of the stockholders
and officers.

Total deposits at the bank
as of Dec. 31, 1948, amounted
to $2,371,972.25. The total of
the resources and the total
of the liabilities amounted
to $2,547,414.85, each balanc-
ing the other.

o Jan. 13, 1949 - “War on
Rats,” that’s what the City
Dads have declared, and
to further this war, the rat
eradication program will
start in Staples on Jan. 17.

For many months rats
have raised havoc in the city,
especially in some of the
business places where pos-
sibly hundreds of dollars of

4

00

damage has been done by
this destructive rodent.

The warning issued by
the city council states: “A
supervised program of rat
and vermin exterminating
at the city dump ground
and in different buildings
in the business district of
the city of Staples will be
commenced Monday, Jan.
17. Citizens are warned to
keep children and pets out
of places where poison has
been placed.”

50 Years Aco - 1974

o Jan. 10, 1974 - Adver-
tised at Ernie’s Grocery:
Extra lean Hams, $1.09/
1b., Ground Beef, 89 cents/
1b., Pork Roast, 79 cents/1b.,
Large Bologna, 99 cents/lb.,
Wieners, 3 1b. package, $2.89.,
Sausage Roll, 3/4 1b. roll, 89
cents.

o Jan. 10, 1974 - Mrs.
Rose Edin, Staples, will be
the speaker at the Wadena
Christian Women’s Club
which meets at the Four
Season Restaurant in
Wadena at noon, Jan. 14. Mr.
Paul Montan, Choir Direc-
tor at the Wadena High
School, will provide the spe-
cial music.

o Jan. 10, 1974 - Jason
Ian Macheel, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Alvin Macheel of
Motley, was the first baby
born after New Year’s at
the Staples United District
Hospital. He was born Jan.
4, and weighed six pounds,
12 ounces. He has a sister, ,
3 1/2 years. In honor of
the event, the Staples
Lions Club presented Mrs.
Macheel with several gifts
for the baby last Saturday
morning. Included in the
gifts were a $10 check, a
blanket, a sleeper, a spoon
and fork set, a rattle, a nurs-
ery gym set, carrier seat,
baby book, stuffed lion,
baby bath toys, Pampers,
powder, Baby Magic, diaper
pins, bath oil, HandiWipes
and Q Tips. Mrs. Macheel
received arose in a bud vase.

25 YeEars Aco - 1999

o Jan. 14, 1999 - Nicho-
las Kenneth Kent, son of
Nichole and Robert Kent
of Clarissa, was the first
baby of the year born at
Great Staples Hospital. His
arrival on Jan. 7 was noted
with the gift of a quilt from
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Mystery photo

Hello readers. This week’s archive photo is from
1990. Do you know who this person is and perhaps the
context of the photo? Do you have a memory to share?
Email your answers and where you're from to dtimbs@
staplesworld.com by Friday, or call 218-894-1112. The
answers will be published in next week’s paper, as well as

a new mystery photo.

the Piecemakers Quilting
group. Candius Nichols,
club president, presented
the quilt, which also has the
message “A Star is Born” to
the Kent family. Nicholas
weighed 6 pounds, 12 ounces
and was 21-1/2 inches long.
He is the Kents’ fourth child,
joining Stephanie, 6; Tyler,
4; and 17-month old Emily.

o Jan. 14, 1999 - The
Uptown Bar, Cedar Street in
Pillager, was sold to a new
owner with the finalization
as of Wednesday, Jan. 13,
1999.

Arlene and Rich Schram
sold their business to Randy
Lee (not to be confused wit
the Pillager Fire Chief with
the same name).

Randy J. Lee has
renamed the bar OB’s (Out
of Bounds) Uptown Saloon
which will open on Jan. 14.

Lee recently moved back
to the Brainerd area after
spending a year in Alaska
working with Princess
Cruise Line, hotel divi-
sion. Prior to that he spent
15 years with Madden’s
Resort as manager of the
Madden Inn and Golf Club.
Assisting in running OB’s
are Matt Walsh and Kent
Blake. Blake is a graduate
of Motley High School and
Staples Technical College.

o Jan. 14, 1999 - Classified

Mystery solved

Last week’s mystery photo pub-
lished in the Jan. 19, 1984 edition of the
Staples World featured Les and Debee
Wille, the owners and operators of Mov-
ie Mania, a new business that opened
New Year's weekend on Fourth Street
in Staples. The firm rents and sells video
cassette recorders and movie cassettes.
The couple reported that business, so
far, had been much better than antici-

pated.

Donna Bestland of Staples cor-
rectly identified both, adding that she
was pretty sure Les and Debbie (Lo-
rentzen) were high school sweethearts.

that Les and Debbie are nhow married
and live in Florida. She also correctly
guessed the context of the photo, as
did Lillian Smith of Cushing. Smith also
noted that Les and Debbie, natives of
Staples and Lincoln, went on to other
enterprises including a food truck and
well drilling business, and that they
currently own a business that supplies
water lines to developments. She also

said that the couple spend their time

Photo.

Joana Bettis of Motley called in to say

SBDC workshop for new businesses

The North Central Small
Business Development
Center (SBDC) announced
an upcoming Starting a
Business 101 workshop,
a comprehensive event
designed to support entre-
preneurs on their journey
to business success. The
workshop will be held on
January 18 from 5-7 p.m. at
the Central Lakes College
Brainerd Campus.

This interactive work-
shop is geared toward
individuals who are contem-
plating starting their own
business or are in the early

stages of entrepreneurship.
North Central SBDC Con-
sultants John Gunstad and
Alison Medeck will dive into
key topics, including the
benefits of entrepreneur-
ship; business planning;
legal structures of small
businesses; financing and
financial statements; and
marketing. “Our goal is to
empower aspiring entrepre-
neurs with the knowledge
and resources they need
to turn their ideas into
reality,” said Katie Hep-
pner, Regional Director of
the North Central SBDC.

between Minnesota and Florida, have
two sons and several grandchildren.
Thanks for participating in our Mystery

“Whether you’re just start-
ing out or looking to refine
your business strategy,
Starting a Business 101 will
provide invaluable insights
and practical guidance.”
Attendance is open to all,
and early registration is
encouraged as space is lim-
ited. To reserve your spot or
learn more about the work-
shop, visit: https://mnscu.
rschooltoday.com/public/
costoption/class_id/281951.
A direct link can also be
found on the North Central
SBDC Facebook page.
Current Central Lakes

ads for vehicles: 1985 Olds
Cutlass Supreme, $500; 1976
Chevy 4x4, good runner,
350 engine, 400 turbo trans.
Asking $1,100; 1991 Red
Chevy Blazer - S10 4x4,
Tahoe pkg., auto, loaded,
moderate miles, impeccable
condition, $7,999.

10 Years Aco - 2014

o Jan. 9, 2014 - Bently
Devere Borders is the New
Years Baby, for 2014, born at
Lakewood Health System
Hospital in Staples. The hos-
pital had four babies born
on Dec. 31, but Bently was
the only baby born on Jan. 1.

Bently came three weeks
before his due date, accord-
ing to his mother Amber
Hoggarth and father Blake
Borders of Pillager.

Amber said Bently was
following a family tradition,
as both her father and her
sister were born on New
Year’s Day. Bently weighed
seven pounds, two ounces
and was 19 and one-half
inches long. Bently will be
welcomed home by his big
brother Mason, five; and big
sister Zoey, four.

o Jan. 9, 2014 - It was so
dangerously cold through-
out Minnesota Jan. 6, that
Governor Mark Dayton
closed all schools that day.
Many were closed the next
day as well, or started two
hours late, like Staples
Motley.

The arctic blast had
begun to hit the Midwest
Jan. 3, with below zero tem-
peratures and even colder
wind chills. By Jan. 6, in
the Staples area, tempera-
tures were reported at 25 -
30 degrees below zero, but it
felt even colder, with wind
chills at nearly 50 degrees
below zero.

o Jan. 9, 2014 - The Sta-
ples Motley boys basketball
team moved to 2-1 in the
Mid State Conference with a
61-52 win over Pequot Lakes
Patriots on Jan. 3.

“This was a huge game
for us, to go on the road to
Pequot right after a break,”
said Coach Micheal Ponce-
let.

With Christmas and New
Year’s limiting practice
time, Poncelet wasn’t sure
what the team would play
like, but it turned out he
didn’t need to worry, as the
boys played with focus and
energy.

“We had a total team
effort, with 10 guys in the
rotation who all contrib-
uted,” said Poncelet.

Seth Auger turned in
a double-double with 14
points and Nathan Schimpp
gave the team a great spark
off the bench with a season
high 11 points.

College students, alumni,
and employees are eligible
to attend at no cost.

The North Central SBDC
is hosted by Central Lakes
College and works through-
out an 11 county and two
sovereign nation region.

To learn more about the
North Central SBDC and to
register for services visit
www.clcmn.edu/small-busi-
ness-development-center
or contact Katie Heppner,
Regional Director, at kather-
ine.heppner@clcmn.edu.

Court report Jan. 3

Long Prairie Police

Department

Kevin Lee Joslyn, Alexandria.
Speed 40/30. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources

Dakota James Ashbrook, Milaca.
ER Big Game- fail to validate deer
license, tag. Fine $25. Fee $85.

Samson Jon Sjogren, Sauk
Centre. Hunting- deer without a
license. Fine $300. Fee $585.

Minnesota State Patrol

Roy Craig Drayna, Eagle Bend.
Speed 75/60. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Samantha Lorraine Eagan, Sauk
Centre. Speed 80/70. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Steven John Espinoza, Green
Bay, Wis. Speed 70/60. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Joel Hernandez Lopez, Long Prai-
rie. Driving after suspension. Fine
$200. Fee $85.

Sara Mitchell Laliberte, Fargo,
N.Dak. Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Michael Wingghen Lezcano
Romero, St. Paul. Speed 84/70.
Fine $50. Fee $85.

Rachel Elizabeth Lolmastey-
maugh, St. Cloud. Speed 91/70.
Fine $70. Fee $155.

Tania Yadira Nava Ortiz, Melrose.
Speed 70/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Jeremy Lee Nunez, Long Prairie.
Speed 70/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.
No Minnesota Driver’s License after
60 days residency/30 days CDL.
Fine $100.

Benjamin Roger Stickman,
Hutchinson. Speed 82/70. Fine
$50. Fee $85.

Maya Carolyn Tvrdik, Big Lake.
Speed 84/70. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Jesse Alan Zirbes, Long Prairie.
Second Degree DWI—alcohol con-
centration 0.08 within two hours. Dis-
missed, conditions met or expired.

Staples Police Department

Cassandra Lynn Meneely, Long
Prairie. Disorderly Conduct. Dis-
missed, conditions met or expired.

Todd County Sheriff’s Office

Tyler John Irlbeck, Clarrissa.
Careless Driving- operate any vehicle
carelessly on street or highway. Fine
$200. Fee $85.

Rolando Jose Ruiz Vilchez, Mel-
rose. Driving after revocation. Fine
$200. Fee $85.

The following cases were
heard before Judge James
Dehn in Seventh District Court
in Todd County Dec. 26, 2023.

Aneuri Caraballo Meija, Long
Prairie. Driving after revocation. Dis-
missed. Uninsured vehicle- driver vio-
lation. Sentenced. Fine $200. Fee
$75. Unsupervised probation, one
year. Local confinement 45 days.
Stay 45 days for one year. Traffic col-
lision—driver involved fails to stop for
collision—driven or attended vehicle.
Dismissed.

Tyler Lester Vanderwerf, Spring-
field. Drivers’ Licenses—display, pos-
sess fictitious or fraudulently alter
driver’s license or Minnesota ID. Sen-
tenced. Fine $100. Fee $175. Local
confinement 90 days. Stay 90 days
for one year. Unsupervised probation,
one year.

Long Prairie Police Depart-
ment

Ariel Chavez Polanco, Eagle
Bend. Speed 40/30. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Ambarly Fernando Nunez, York,
Penn. Driving without a valid license
for vehicle class or type. Fine $100.
Fee $85.

Kevin Lee Joslyn, Alexandria.
Speed 40/30. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources

Kenneth Edward Hoppe, Paynes-
ville. Hunting- transportation of fire-
arms, loaded firearm. Fine $100.
Fee $85.

Caulina Jane Pape, Preston.
ATV- prohibitions on youthful opera-
tions, passengers- under 18- helmet
required. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Samson Jon Sjogren, Sauk
Centre. Hunting—deer without a
license. Fine $300. Fee $85.

Minnesota State Patrol

Amanda Elizabeth Manzanares,
Little Falls. Speed 80/65. Fine $60.
Fee $85.

Stephan Clay Nelson, Staples.
Driving after revocation. Fine $200.
Fee $85. Seatbelt required- driver
and passengers must use. Fine $25.

Gilly Willow Zylka, Long Prairie.
Speed 70/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Daven Jamar Bates, West Fargo,
N. Dak. No proof of motor vehicle
insurance. Fine $200. Fee $85.

Andrew John Bishop, Byron.
Speed 91/70. Fine $70. Fee $155.

Gregg Michael Dickey, Alexan-
dria. Driving after revocation. Fine
$200. Fee $85. No proof of motor
vehicle insurance. Fine $200.

Jacob Lewis Driskell, South Saint
Paul. Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Tonia Kay Eriksmoen, Crosby,
N.Dak. Speed 85/70. Fine $60. Fee
$85.

John Edward Leinen, Long Prairie.
Driving after revocation. Fine $200.
Fee $85. Window restrictions—wind-
shield tinted or glazed. Fine $50.

Michael Wingghen Lezcano
Romero, St. Paul. Speed 84/70.
Fine $50. Fee $85.

Laura Leigh Loewen, Winnipeg,
Mantiboa. Speed 83/70. Fine $50.
Fee $85.

Devendhar Reddy Lokasani,
Eagan. Speed 89/70. Fine $60.
Fee $85.

Mohamed Jama Mohamed, West
Fargo, N.Dak. Speed 87/70. Fine
$60. Fee $85.

Emmanuel David Rivera Rivera,
Long Prairie. License plate not
securely fastened. Fine $30. Fee
$85. Window tint less than 50 per-
cent light transmittance. Fine $50.

Treg Michael Schultz, Browerville.
Speed 70/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Jasmine Jade Stanton, Alexan-
dria. Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Alec James Vruno, Cottage
Grove. Speed 99/70. Fine $100.
Fee $275. Careless driving. Dis-
missed.

Alexander Dean Warmka, Brice-
lyn. Speed 65/55. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Pamela Jo Wehlage, Sauk Centre.
Hands-Free Law—initiate, compose,
send, retrieve, read electronic mes-
sage. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Thomas Michael Zupko, Flens-
burg. Speed 65/60. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Todd County Sherrif’s Office

Jennae Marie Quistorff, Brower-
ville. Speed 64/55. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Daniel
A. Benson in Seventh District
Court in Todd County Jan. 2,
2024.

Brandon Michael Aldridge, Sta-
ples. CRM—assault domestic, fear.
Sentenced. Local confinement 28
days. Credit for time served: 28 days.
Fine $50. Fee $75. CRM—assault
domestic, harm. Dismissed.

Geordon Jeffrey Goodell, Baxter.
Theft- false representation. Contin-
ued for dismissal. $100. Unsuper-
vised probation, six months.

Daniel Lee Zabel, Browerville.
Refusal to test. Dismissed. Fourth
Degree driving under the influence of
alcohol. Convicted. Sentenced. Fine
$200. Fee $100. Local confinement
90 days. Stay 90 days for one year.
Unsupervised probation, one year.
Vehicle lighting. Dismissed. Fail to
signal change of course. Dismissed.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Daniel
A. Benson in Seventh District
Court in Todd County Jan. 3,
2024.

Dustin Anthony Cestnik, Pillager.
Burglary—First Degree, possession
dangerous weapon, explosive. Dis-
missed. Theft—take, drive motor vehi-
cle—no owner consent. Sentenced.
Fine $100. Fee totals $2,627.
Supervised probation, five years.
Theft—take, use, transfer movable
prop—no consent. Dismissed. Bur-
glary Third Degree. Dismissed.

Samuel Alan Lunser, Long Prairie.
Fifth Degree. Possess Schedule |, Il,
1, IV. Not small amount marijuana.
Statutory stay of adjudication. Con-
tinued. Local confinement 11 days.
Supervised probation, one year. Fine
$100.

Steve’s Auto Salvage

& G&L Service

- eTires (New & Used)
: sTubes *Belts
*AG Tires *Bulbs «0il eAntifreeze
eUsed Auto Parts
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i

il [
M

With purchase
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available
offer at ti

.. Call today and receive a

FREE SHOWER
{ PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

. SAFENYSTEP

WAaALK-IN TuB

1-833-966-3882

a new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
hile supplies last. No cash value. Must present
e of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

3

==Y LI TED WARRANTY




4 a Wednesday, January 10, 2024
Putting fish before safety?

It’s been said that when
winter arrives, Minneso-
tans go through a re-educa-
tion period to relearn how
to drive on roads made slick
and dangerous by ice and
snow. Judging by a recent
flurry of news reports, it’s
evident that anglers must
also relearn some basic

things

about safe- Q=
ty during Inside the
the sea- Qutdoors
sonal tran- _
sition. A

For a
motorist, |
it’s mostly
a matter &
of be-§
ing more
patient
and put-
ting less |
pressure
on the
gas ped-
al. For anglers making the
transition from open water
to “hard water,” it’s a mat-
ter of judging when the ice
on lakes and rivers is safe
enough to support their
weight, and that of their
gear, their shelters, and
their vehicles. So far, the
available evidence on an-
gler caution and judgment—
based on numerous rescues,
and several fatalities—is
not promising.

Serious ice anglers want
more than anything to be
out on “first ice.” Years
of experience have shown
them that this period is like-
ly to provide some of the
best catch rates of the win-
ter. For this reason, there is
an almost irresistible temp-
tation to err more on the
side of opportunity, and less
on the side of safety. When
you combine this gung-ho

Common

By Lee H. Hamilton
Hamilton Lugar School of
Global and International
Studies

Mike Rahn
- o -

Making decisions about
public policy is no simple
task. It requires balancing
interests, exercising our
values and making choic-
es among competing ideas.
When we vote, should we
favor candidates who will
cut taxes or those who will
improve services? Should
we support a strong Ameri-
can presence in the world or
keep our focus on domestic
issues? The answers aren’t
easy.

And where do we look
to develop the values that
shape these decisions? For
many of us, they start with
our families, friends and
colleagues. Faith and com-
munity organizations play a
role. We often look to people
whom we admire: examples
from history, influential fig-
ures in public life and admi-
rable individuals we have
known.

Ultimately, we should
return to this guiding stan-
dard: Will our decisions
advance the common good?
We won’t all agree on what

mindset with this year’s

atypical weather—and un-
usually tardy ice develop-

ment—the result is likely
to be mishaps. This year

they’ve ranged from uncom-

fortable to deadly.

Perhaps to our embar-

rassment, Minnesota made
it onto the national news
stage within the last week
with the rescue of more than
100 ice anglers on Upper Red
Lake, in Beltrami County.

CBS News and the Wash-

ington Post were among the
national news outlets that
deemed the event worthy of
sharing with the rest of the
nation.

Smaller lakes may freeze
across their entire surface
within a relatively short
time. But larger bodies of
water—and at 119,000 acres,

Upper Red Lake is extreme-

ly large—ice formation is
more gradual. Until a lake
is covered in ice from shore
to shore, there is a risk that

a shelf of ice anchored on-

shore may break away, and
drift out into open water.
This is what happened
at Upper Red Lake during
the last week of December,
stranding some 122 anglers
30 feet away from shore.

Conventional boats and air-
boats were used by the Bel-

trami Sheriff’s Department
and other first responders
to bring them safely to
shore. Prior to the arrival of
better-equipped assistance,
several bystanders with a
canoe attempted to initiate
a rescue. Four fell into the
water, but fortunately none
were injured.

This event followed the

rescue of 35 anglers on Up-
per Red Lake on Decem-

ber 17 in a similar ice flow
breakaway. A small plane

carrying two anglers broke

through the ice as they at-

tempted a landing on the
lake on December 19. On

December 28, one day be-

fore the biggest of these
news-making events, two

anglers on all-terrain vehi-

cle (ATV) broke through the
ice on Upper Red Lake, but
managed to make it to safety.

These mass rescue
events are becoming almost
routine on Upper Red Lake.
In November of 2022, some
200 anglers required rescue

when a similarly large ex-

panse of ice detached and
drifted away from shore.

Amazingly, none were in-

jured in these events.

Unfortunately, not all on-

ice dramas end so positively.
An angler on Big Toad Lake
in Becker County died after
his ATV broke through the
ice there on December 23
of this year. On Lake of the
Woods, near the Canadian

border, a commercial Bom-
bardier ice transport vehi-
cle used to carry passen-

gers to offshore fish houses
broke through the ice on
December 28, and one of its
seven passengers could not
be pulled from the water in
time to save him.

In the wake of this flurry
of rescue emergencies on

Upper Red Lake, the Beltra-
mi County Sheriff’s Depart-

ment has banned vehicle
travel on the portions of this
lake within its jurisdiction.

This includes not only high-
way vehicles, but snowmo-

biles and ATVs, too, which

are commonly used by an-

glers with portable shelters
before lakes have sufficient
ice depth to support cars
and trucks, or pull-behind
wheelhouse-type fishing
shelters.

%Opinion

Dangerous ice conditions
are not, by any means, lim-
ited to extremely large bod-
ies of water like Upper Red
Lake. Warm December tem-
peratures, atypical rainfall
in some areas, and windy
conditions, have combined
to make ice safety uncertain
on many lakes, especially
in Central and Southern
Minnesota. The Minnesota
Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) has cited El
Nino conditions in the Pa-
cific Ocean as the force that
has kept cold air masses
many miles to the north in
Canada, which has retarded
ice formation here.

And, speaking of the
DNR, its standard advice
to ice anglers is even more
worth paying attention to
now. Until you’re sure of
completely safe ice, wear
a life jacket or float-coat.
Check ice thickness at reg-
ular intervals with a “spud,”
or your auger, to determine
ice thickness. Don’t go out
alone if you can avoid it,
especially now. Carry a cell
phone or personal locator
beacon. Make sure someone
knows where you’ll be, and
when you expect to return.

In closing, perhaps a rad-
ical idea, one that some ice
anglers might not whole-
heartedly support. When an
angler’s pickup, snowmo-
bile, or ATV breaks through
the ice and has to be recov-
ered, the angler expects to
pay for the recovery. If an
ice angler takes chances
and has to be rescued at tax-
payer expense by a sheriff’s
deputy, or a DNR conserva-
tion officer, perhaps there
should be a fee for that, too.
As I said, probably not a
popular solution; but food
for thought, anyway.

good requires compromise

the common good is, but the
question should be a start-
ing point.

In fact, the idea of the
common good runs through
public life in the United
States. It was a key concept
for the Enlightenment phi-
losophers who influenced
America’s founders. They
connected it to the ideal of
citizenship, the notion that
people should engage in
public life.

John Adams, our second
president, wrote, “Govern-
ment is instituted for the
common good ... and not for
profit, honor, or private in-
terest of any one man, fam-
ily, or class of men.” James
Madison wrote in the Fed-
eralist Papers that govern-
ments should identify wise
leaders in search of the
common good.

But what do we mean
by the common good? The
founders left some hints in
the Preamble to the Consti-
tution. They sought “a more
perfect union” that would
promote elements of the
common good: justice, do-
mestic tranquility, the com-
mon defense, the general
welfare, and the blessings of
liberty.

These phrases are mean-
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ingful, but they leave room
for debate. What is the “gen-
eral welfare.” What happens
when domestic tranquility
conflicts with individual
liberty? In today’s world,
does the “common defense”
include supporting our al-
lies in Israel and Ukraine,
or should it focus on secur-
ing the border? In our demo-
cratic society, we continual-
ly define and re-envision the
common good.

And that’s a real chal-
lenge in these politically di-
vided times. Polarization is
nothing new in America; in
some ways, it’s baked into
our two-party system. But
increasingly, it seems like
Republicans and Democrats
live in separate worlds. Sur-
veys find that many Amer-
icans view members of the
opposing party as dishonest
or immoral. This plays out
in Washington, where Con-
gress is so divided that it
has passed only a handful of
bills this year and can bare-
ly agree to keep government
operating.

How do we get out of this
mess? We can start by re-
minding ourselves that we
are all Americans, regard-
less of party, and there’s
more that unites us than

divides us. We share a com-
mon history, and we all have
a stake in the peace and
prosperity of our nation.
It’s our duty as citizens to
engage with people with
different views, to listen
to them and seek common
ground.

We also need to remem-
ber that, in a diverse and
pluralistic society like ours,
compromise is a necessity.
One of the most worrisome
findings in recent public
opinion polling is that many
Americans view compro-
mise as a dirty word. If
we’re going to make prog-
ress, we need to recognize
that our side won’t get ev-
erything it wants. The com-
mon good includes what’s
good for you, not just what’s
good for me.

I’'ve always believed that
the American people are
fundamentally decent, opti-
mistic and forward-looking,
regardless of our differenc-
es. We are fortunate, in our
democracy, to be able to dis-
cuss, debate and ultimately
reach agreement on tough
questions. It’s up to us to de-
fine the common good and
to continually strive for the
more perfect union that the
founders envisioned.
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Quote of the week
“A lot of people like snow.
I find it to be an unnecessary
freezing of water.”
— Carl Reiner

New film shows
how hedge funds
are destroying local

journalism

From Editor and Publisher
Magazine

Rick Goldsmith’s web-
site, New Day Films, states
that his mission as a film-
maker is to “tell stories that
encourage social engage-
ment and active participa-
tion in community life and
the democratic process, and
to stimulate young minds to
question the world around
them.”

And when one watches
his latest work: “Stripped
for Parts: American Jour-
nalism at the Crossroads,”
a 90-minute documentary
that tells the tale of how
hedge fund Alden Glob-
al Capital’s entry into the
news publishing industry
has dismantled local news-
papers “piece by piece,”

creating a crises within the
communities they serve,
leaving “news deserts” and
“ghost papers” in their wake.

A posted synopsis about
the film by Goldsmith,
states “Ours is a caution-
ary tale: What is lost when
billionaires with no back-
ground nor interest in a
civic mission, who are
only concerned with profi-
teering, take over our most
influential news organiza-
tions? What new models of
news gathering, and dis-
semination show promise
for our increasingly digital
age? What can the public do
to preserve and support vi-
brant journalism? Stripped
for Parts addresses these
questions and more. “De-
mocracy dies in darkness”
and the stakes could not be
higher.

Foodborne illness

Submitted by Todd County Health and Human Services

Foodborne illness is caused by consuming contami-
nated foods or beverages. Many different disease-causing
microbes or pathogens can contaminate foods, so there
are many different types of foodborne illnesses. Most food-
borne diseases are infections caused by a variety of bacte-

ria, viruses, and parasites.

Symptoms of Foodborne Illness

Common symptoms of foodborne illness are diarrhea
and/or vomiting, typically lasting 1 to 7 days. Other symp-
toms might include abdominal cramps, nausea, fever, joint/
back aches, and fatigue. What some people call the “stom-
ach flu” may actually be a foodborne illness caused by a
pathogen (i.e., virus, bacteria, or parasite) in contaminated
food or drink. The time between exposure to the pathogen
and onset of symptoms can range from several hours to 1

week.

Foods Associated with Foodborne Illness

« Raw foods of animal origin, that is, raw meat and poul-
try, raw eggs, unpasteurized milk, and raw shellfish are the
most likely to be contaminated.

 Fruits and vegetables can also be contaminated with
animal waste when manure is used to fertilize produce in
the field, or unclean water is used for washing the produce.

« Raw sprouts are particularly concerning because the
conditions under which they are sprouted are ideal for

growing microbes.

- Unpasteurized fruit juices or cider can also be contam-
inated if there are pathogens on the fruit that is used to

make it.

« Any food item that is touched by a person who is ill with
vomiting or diarrhea, or who has recently had such an ill-
ness, can become contaminated.

Do you suspect you have a foodborne illness?

« Call 1-877-FOOD-ILL (1-877-366-3455).

« Submit your report using the Foodborne and Water-
borne Illness Report, found here: https://www.health.state.
mn.us/diseases/foodborne/reporting.html.

» Or email: health.foodill@state.mn.us.

Home values cause
property tax issues

By Heather Close
The Rural Blog

Alongside soaring home
values, U.S. property tax-
es have increased, leaving
some homeowners strug-
gling to pay eye-popping
bills. “The typical home val-
ue in Idaho increased from
$275,852 in November 2019
to $434,224 this November,
according to data provided
by real estate giant Zillow,
which tracks the average
of the middle one-third of
home values,” reports Kev-
in Hardy of Stateline. Prop-
erty tax rates are “generally
set by local governments,
not legislatures. But pub-
lic pressure has compelled
lawmakers in several states,
including Idaho, to use sur-
plus state revenues to miti-
gate property tax hikes.”

Commenting on the pub-
lic outcry, Idaho state Rep.
Jason Monks told Hardy,
“The biggest problem was
they just went up so quickly.
... I think that’s one of the
reasons why it became this
rallying cry from the people
asking for tax relief.” Jar-
ed Walczak, vice president
of state projects at the Tax
Foundation, a pro-business
research organization, told
Hardy: “In virtually every
state where the legislature
meets this year, property
tax relief bills will be filed.

This is a front-of-mind issue
for many legislators across
the country.”

However, intervening in
property taxes is complex,
and failure to do it correct-
ly could leave some coffers
empty because the money
is being used for tax relief.
“The effort across the coun-
try to provide property tax
relief has sparked some
concern that states could
go too far, jeopardizing rev-
enue for school districts and
local governments,” Hardy
explains. “And some policy-
makers worry about overly
broad relief that could ben-
efit the wealthiest property
owners at the expense of
those most in need.”

Colorado lawmakers are
trying for a measured ap-
proach, which is difficult
when the state’s “landscape
ranges from rural ranching
communities to booming
urban and suburban mar-
kets,” Hardy reports. Dem-
ocratic state Rep. Marc Sny-
der told Hardy: “I’ve been
struggling with this. It’s re-
ally hard to come up with
a statewide solution when
you have such a variety of
situations in Colorado.”

Democratic state Rep.
Chris deGruy Kennedy said
he “wants to ensure that
Colorado’s school and fire
districts have the revenue
sources they need to operate
well,” Hardy adds.



Plaza apartments, drug store now open

Longbella Drug by Lakewood Health System is now open at The Plaza, the new
Lakewood building on Highway 10 in Staples. The other portion, Twin Cities Ortho-
pedics, will open soon. The apartments above the building are also being filled with
residents. In December, the Staples Economic Development Authority sponsored a
tour of the building for Staples City Council members. Pictured above, Brad Anderson
of Lakewood talks about the new drug store. He said the space available is similar to the
downtown Longbella’s, but there is space to grow into and a drive-through window. The
drive-through will be on a first come, first served basis but there will be parking areas
for those whose prescriptions are not ready yet. Anderson said customers can sign up
to get a text message when their presecriptions are ready. Special pharmaceutical ame-
neties include a negative ventilation room for mixing oncology drugs and a sterile room
equipped with suits, hoods and booties for specialty medications. The tour included the
one and two bedroom apartments on the second floor, right. The cost of the apartments
are in the $1,200 to $1,400 per month range, which includes utilities and internet.
Anderson said Lakewood is holding onto a couple of the apartments for staff but have
rented the others out to the pulic. The apartment complex includes an outdoor patio on
the second floor, top right photo. Anderson said patio furniture will be coming. (Staples

World photos by Mark Anderson)

SMBP annual
meeling Feb. 38

Staples Motley Beyond
Poverty will have their an-
nual meeting on February
8 at 10:30 a.m. at Sourcewell

in Staples. Lunch will be
served. Anyone from the
community is welcome to
attend.

o0
Mark !our Cagendar

January 11

‘WaLk With A Doc’

wood Health System’s main
campus in Staples. Meet
at the main entrance. For
more information about
this free program, visit
https://walkwithadoc.org/

join-a-walk/locations/sta-

ples-minnesota
WADENA WHIRLAWAYS SQUARE

Dance Group Dancing Thurs-

day, Jan. 11, 7:30 - 10 p.m., at
St. Michael’s Church, 280
1st Ave. S., Motley. Bob
Maiden, caller. For info.,
218-894-2900.

January 12

Women’s OPEN AA Recov-
ery Meeminag Every Friday
in person, 10:30 a.m., Mot-
ley Free Methodist Church
(lower level), 33 Wellwood
St. E. Motley. All women
welcome.

Thurs-
days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-

January 15

AA Grourp Mt1Gs IN MoTLEY
are held at the United Meth-
odist Church, 847 3rd Ave.
S., on Mondays at 8 p.m.

January 16

EXPERIENCE STRENGTH AND
Hore AA croupr MTGs IN Sta-
pLes are held at the Church
of Christ, 27343 490th St.,
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. For info.,
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

January 17

ST1aPLES ALL VETERANS AND
CommuniTY PARK ASSOCIATION
will hold its 2024 Annu-
al Mtg on Wednesday, Jan.
17, at 5:30 p.m. at Timbers
Restaurant and Event Cen-
ter in Staples. The regular
monthly board mtg will fol-
low. Both meetings are open
to the pubic. To attend via
Zoom, contact Bob Hamann
at 218-894-3139.

WISTOR 1

S

oISy

Election Judges Needed

Empower your community and play a crucial role in
shaping democracy by joining us as an Election Judge.
As a paid official, you'll be at the heart of the
democratic process, ensuring that every voter's rights
are safeguarded on Election Day. Election Judges
receive training and have a right to get time off work
to serve, without a reduction in pay. Current pay for
election judges is $15.00 per hour. You must be eligible
to vote in the State of Minnesota and be able to read,
write and speak English. The time commitment is
3 hours of training and an 8-hour shift for the
Presidential Primary (March 5), State Primary (August

13) and General Election (November 5).
) To sign up, contact Tara Greer,

City Clerk at 218-541-5004 or send
an e-mail to tgreer@ci.staples.mn.us.

Gonsumer Cellular

NO HIDDEN FEES.
NO HIDDEN ANYTHING.

Plans start at just $20/month.

833-326-1710

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change.

TIMBERS 1

RESTAURANT

OPEN

FOR DINNER

JANUARY 2, 2024

TUESDAY - SATURDAY

4PM - 9PM

| STARTING

Use your gift card from the Timberlake for a pool party or a party
room for a family gathering or dinner at the Timbers by January

26 and receive a free glass of House Wine or a Tap Beer

MCcAN

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network

_‘-5 TATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

ADOPTIONS

CALIFORNIA FAMILY
Promises baby sunlit nursery, loving
home. Secure future, educational oppor-
tunities, devoted grandparents. Gener-
ous living expenses paid. Call Meghan
408/529-8443 or attorney 310/663-3467

Advertise here statewide
in 200+ newspapers for
only $279 per week!
Call 800-279-2979

FREE HIGH-SPEED INTERNET
for those that qualify. Government pro-
gram for recipients of select programs
include Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service. Bonus offer: An-
droid tablet FREE with one-time $20
copay. Free shipping & handling. Call
Maxsip Telecom today! 866/433-5324

TIMESHARE
CANCELLATION EXPERTS
Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call 855/534-9138

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and vi-
sually impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure a gener-
ous year-end tax credit. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today at 844/220-9501

SWITCH TO DISH
and get up to a $300 gift card! Plus get
the Multisport pack included for a limited
time! Hurry, call for details: 855/562-4309
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Needing/Wanting a )
Granite Memorial
FOR YOUR FAMILY?

I can help!

Diane M.
: Hahn
P 29 years serving
‘ 7 our area!
Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.
Call 218-445-5685

or 218-640-2341

(030
Hello World
(030

ONLINE BIRTHS REMOVED
AT THE REQUEST OF LAKEwWoOOD
HEALTH SYSTEM.

Staples World

Community invited to ConnectEffect,
innovative interactive entertainment

Central Lakes College,
in partnership with the
Central Lakes Community
Performing Arts Center,
presents ConnectEffect,
an innovative interactive
entertainment experience

that aims to tackle the pre-

vailing issues of loneliness
and social isolation.
The event is free, open

to the public, and runs Jan-

uary 23-25, 2024, at 6 p.m.
at Central Lakes College,
Brainerd campus.
ConnectEffect is hosted
by two-time Emmy-nomi-
nated television producer
Riaz Patel, a visionary
leader with a unique
approach to breaking down
societal barriers. Walk-ins

are admitted but due to lim-
ited seating participants

DOM

Staples Area Church Directory

Staples

Staples Alliance
1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
Pastor Zach Jones

Sunday Worship.....c.c.ccecccrveerecens 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School ....ooccveeerrrnes 11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

JE\ 7 S — 6:00 p.m.
Assembly of God

914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples.......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles
Small Groups (Bible classes
LTI O —— 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Senvice............ 10:30 a.m.
Children's Church (Kids start in main

worship service) 11 a.m.
Prayer Meeting.......ooocccocverrrresssscnnns 5p.m.
WEDNESDAY

Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
After school to 5:30 p.m.
Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples............ 218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
Bible School (youth and adult).....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship.........ccc.cocceeees 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
Teen Youth/Adults Bible Study.......7-8 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples.....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson

Pastor Chris Mathiason

Sunday Worship Service ................. 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School and
Coffee Fellowship.............co.ov.n. 10:05 a.m.

Sacred Heart Catholic
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
ChUPCh e 218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn
Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
AT 8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples

218-894-0033
Saturday Worship ............coueernen 9:30 am.
Sabbath School........ocooococe.e. 10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 2515t Ave., Staples.d........ 218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson

Sunday Worship..........c..cccree. 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH.........6:30 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran

1000 4th St., NE, Staples........... 218-894-2372
Rev. Robin Collins
Sunday Divine Senvice............... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School and Bible Class...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples............ 218-894-2248
Sunday Worship.........cco.ccvceen. 10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich

Balsamlund Lutheran

19550 490th Street, Aldrich

T 01— 701-261-2394 (cell)
Sunday Worship........cveeevcreecens 8:150.m.
Sunday School ......ocoocrvvrrccrrerenne 8:30 a.m.

Cushing

Bethany Lutheran

25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN

320-749-2140

Pastor Carl Larson

Pastor Chris Mathiason

www.bethanylutherancushing.org
Sunday Worship......ccccevececrverreee 9:00 a.m.
Communion................. Ist and 2nd Sunday

of each month

Lincoln Evangelical Free

1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org

Facebook Lincoln E Free

Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad

Community Life Pastor: Jim Brown
Associate Pastor: Joe Reigstad

SUNDAY
Church Worship Gathering.......... 10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel .......c.covcec 10:00 a.m.
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes.................. 320-749-2583
Sunday School.........oooccececrreen 9:30 a.m.
L6 o 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible study ........oooovicreereernn 7:30 p.m.
Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader ...ooovveereecrenrnrenns 218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament
Sunday Worship

January - July
July - January....

Maple Hill Lutheran

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament

Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
Worship and Sunday School..........9:00 a.m.

Motley

Motley Free Methodist
33 Wellwood St. E
LT L L e —— 218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
Sunday Worship.......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.

facebook live........ccoovrevscrerecrernns 9a.m.
WEDNESDAY

AWANA.....oooore. 4:00-5:30 p.m.

Youth Group ..vvveeccrveeecenes 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley.............. 218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday School and Bible Class......8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship........c..ceeeeceeen 9:30 a.m.

St. Michael Catholic Church
Ist St. and Birch, Motley............. 218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn
Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:

V11111 4:00 p.m.

United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley.....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
Sunday Worship Senvice............. 10:00 a.m.
Monday AA megting................... 8:00 p.m.

Oylen

Oylen Alliance

(ty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen

218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316

Pastor Neal Malcore
Sunday School ........ooccoeevcerens 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship......cc..eoccveereces 11:00 a.m

Pillager

First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
Sunday Worship.......c..ecocverrccens 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School .....ovocvreerrrene 8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God

Pastor Dan Johnson

N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 o Cty. 104.
218-746-3839

Sunday School ..9:30 a.m.
Worship........... ..10:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship... o 7:00 p.m.
LT\ o — 7:00 p.m.
First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson
218-746-3768
wrious@fbepillager.com
Worship Gathering ............c...... 10:00 a.m.
Connection Point...........occccocoeens 9:30 a.m.
Hewitt

Church of the Nazarene

114 Front Street, P.0. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028

Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor

Sunday School .......ccccvvcvcrrerrccnns 9:30 a.m

Sunday Worship... .. 10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER..................... 7:00 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church
(LCMS)

524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
Sunday Worship.........cc.ccoovrveen. 10:30 a.m.

Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren

Sunday Worship.........ccoceccveees 10:30 a.m.

Verndale

Verndale Alliance

109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481

218-445-5619

Senior Pastor Tony Stanley

Heath Belknap, Pastor of Student Ministries
Sunday Worship.......occcccevcerens 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses

11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church

402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568

VerndaleFLC@gmail.com

Pastor Amos Self ..................... 218-371-7189
Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
Tillman Phagan, Kid's & Food Shelf Pastor
Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor

SUNDAY

Youth Prayer........ococeeecccceereens 9:20 a.m.

Worship Service .10:00 a.m.

Prayer Meeting.......ooooocccccrvvrrrrssssses 5p.m.

WEDNESDAY

Life Groups .....ooccvvvevrresereesnnee 6:30 p.m.
Hope Chapel Alliance

18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore

Sunday Worship......ooccocevceeens 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....ocoocrvrrrcrrreee 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

Family Night......occ.ccooovvvrcrerrrnn 5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship.......ccceeecccrverees 9:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study......ooocevecereeereeenn 6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
Sunday Worship......occcceevcereens 9:00 a.m.

Central United Methodist
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4950

Sunday Service 9:00 a.m.
Bible Study .....c..ocovvvrerrrrenee 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

Seeds of Hope..........c.covvvrrnee 7:00 p.m.

St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW................ 218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org

Fr. Aaron Kuhn

Fr. Gabriel Walz

MASS:

SAUIATY covvverreerrsessseessssen 6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass.......cvvveserresserersene 218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org

Fr. Aaron Kuhn
Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
SUNAQY...ororerreeesssenssesessees 10:30 a.m.

Leaf River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.
Sunday Service .....oiiverrereersnnn 10:00 a.m.

nosis and prescription.

“First Things First”

Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

When we go in for our medical appointments, some-
times the up front reasons are obvious. But at other
times, we may be mistaken as to what the problem is and
our medical personnels are trained to sort that all out.
So, it is important that we, as the patient, are submitting
ourselves to their expertise listening, observations, diag-

Someone once said, “sometimes the grasp of the ob-
vious isn't there for some people.” I've been there. I've
missed the obvious or maybe more honestly, | didn't
want to know or hear the obvious. There are times when
| knew that something needed to be addressed (and
could be addressed) but | had to be reminded, once
again, of what the real situation is. Pause to keep those

thoughts for a moment.

Continuing with our medical world, we also are aware
of the world of triaging. What we mean by that is that
medical personnel are trained to assess and prioritize
levels of need. For instance, if | go into the ER with an
infected hang nail, even though | may go through the ER
doors first, if someone after me is coming in with chest
pain, that person obviously will need to precede me in
being treated. It is a life and death matter of “first things

first”

We need to live life this way all the time. Using anoth-
er old adage, we need to “major in the majors and minor
in the minors."We may get into trouble if we switch those
around, thinking that its okay to “major in the minors
and minor in the majors” We understand how the latter

illwould be malpractice in the emergency room, but do

we understand the equal error of trying to live that way

in our daily lives?

Let's look at a couple of earthy examples. There is
nothing wrong with watching a wholesome television
show. But if a phone call comes in from someone in
need, that needs to rise to the higher priority and would
be “malpractice” if | ignore the need and continue to
watch TV. Or, if | would like to enjoy some ice cream in
the grocery store, but have a family back home that has
no milk, meat and vegetables, it would be an upside
down set of priorities to buy the ice cream to the neglect

of the other items.

The point of this devotion title is this. In this gener-
ous and gracious good world that God created (Genesis
1:31), of which we all constantly draw from, we need to
realize that neither the created world around us, includ-
ing people, is an end onto itself. It is (and always will be)
the lesser of priorities in comparison to God, the Cre-
ator. God is always the FIRST personal reality. Everything
about life needs to center upon God, as the Owner of all

(Psalm 24:1).

On this 10th day of the new year of 2024, let’s recom-
mit ourselves to living “first things first” which means
putting God first in all things, so that the rest of life stays
in it's proper order and perspective. Far from this being
selfish of God, it is the only way we can prevent ourselves
from self-destructing in using lesser things (which be-
long to God) against Him. If the truth be known, putting
God first in all things will bring “the abundant life” to us.

g
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The Staples area Church Directory is sponsored by these area businesses:

/

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072
N\ /

\

’ Staples Veterinary
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"

| Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Staples True Value
“Just Ask Rental”

Open 7 days a week.
Staples, MN 218-894-3263

Central Building

Staples World

Tower Pizza

H 10§Vu?g!(yl VN Y°”; ;‘Zmﬂﬁ”gi’ ”’\TVE"SPSiPerl smc&[z]sgo Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
wy. est, Staples, . NE, Staples, POy
S 218-894-3794 AL 218-894-1112 Staples, MN 218-894-3299

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworid.com.

or call 218-894-1112. As always, continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

are encouraged to register
in advance. Detailed infor-
mation and a link for reg-
istration are available at
www.connecteffectbrainerd.
net.

ConnectEffect is a
unique exploration of the
“Real World” versus the
“Screen World” in a style
that merges talk shows
with live theatre. Partici-
pants, approximately 80 per
session, are guided by Patel
and his team through group
experiences, exercises and
conversations designed to
bridge generations, cul-
tures, and beliefs.

Through a deeply per-
sonal and disarming
approach, Patel brings
together a diverse audi-
ence of total strangers and,
within the span of the event,
equalizes and humanizes
them into one deeply con-
nected group. Described by
Forbes as a “game-changer”,
the ConnectEffect Experi-
ence fosters label-shedding
and echo-chamber-break-
ing conversations, pro-
viding an enjoyable and
entertaining platform for
meaningful dialogue and
connection.

With a background in
psychology research and a
two-decade career of pro-
ducing shows in 20 coun-
tries and for every major
network, Patel has a pro-
found understanding of the
impact of media, division
and identity on human
connection. Patel received
a special commendation
from the City of Los Ange-
les for his work with The
Jenesse Center, a domes-
tic-violence prevention
organization and his and
perspective-shifting work
in entertainment. In an
era marked by digital con-
nectivity, Patel and health
experts recognize the
urgent need for genuine
human connections.

an
experience

U.S. Surgeon General
Dr. Vivek Murthy recently
stated, “Our epidemic of
loneliness and isolation
has been an underappre-
ciated public health crisis
that has harmed individual
and societal health.” Patel’s
approach to generating
social connections amongst
ConnectEffect participants
is rooted in his belief that
relationships are a power-
ful source of healing and
well-being and that any two
people can be deeply con-
nected if introduced in the
right way.

“We believe in the power
of connection to bridge
gaps, break down barriers,
and foster understanding
among individuals from all
walks of life. We hope that
ConnectEffect will be a cat-
alyst for building a stronger,
more connected community
amongst both CLC and the
Brainerd Lakes Area,” said
Joey Yow, Director of the
Central Lakes Community
Performing Arts Center.

This event is made pos-
sible through the support
of several organizations
committed to commu-
nity well-being, including
the Central Lakes College
Office of Equity and Inclu-
sion, the Central Lakes
Community Performing
Arts Center, the Region Five
Development Commission,
the Five Wings Arts Coun-
cil, Essentia Health, Crow
Wing Energized and the
Lakes Area Justice Table.

For information and to
register for the Brainerd
ConnectEffect event, visit
www.connecteffectbrainerd.
net. For more information
on the ConnectEffect orga-
nization, visit www.con-
necteffect.us.

-Jessie Perrine,
CLC Communications
Coordinator

o0
Obituary

o,

Dawn Allers

Dawn Allers, 67, of Sta-
ples passed away peacefully
January 3, 2024, at A Daugh-
ter’s Love, Staples.

A gathering of family
and friends will be held
Thursday, January 11, 2024,
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the
Brenny Family Funeral
Chapel in Staples.

Dawn was born to Dick
and Roberta Pepple on
March 30, 1956, in Minneap-
olis. She married the love of
her life, Bob, on September
18, 2010. She was employed
with Flint Incorporated in

an administrative position.

Dawn enjoyed her various

jobs working with people,

up until her health wouldn’t
allow it anymore.
She most recently loved

watching her TV shows,

including Blue Bloods. Her
favorite actors were John

Travolta and Tom Selleck.

She enjoyed caring for her

house plants, baking cook-

ies, cooking and spending
time with her family and
friends. She touched a lot
of people’s lives with her
humor and sarcasm.

Dawn is survived by one
daughter Pamela Reiman;

O

one son, Eric (Jenny)
Reiman; three grandchil-
dren, Sasha (Justin Nehk)
Petersdorf, Kira Eckrode
and Haley (Travis Labbe)
Reiman; two great-grand-
children, Cody and Wyatt
and her siblings, Wendy
(Dan) Walden, Steve (Kath-
rine) Pepple and Michelle
Pepple-Feigum.

She is preceded in death
by her parents; husband,
Bob and two grandsons,
Tyler Reiman and Jacob
Haataja.

Arrangements are by
the Brenny Family Funeral
Chapel, Staples.
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Rutten hits 1,000 point
career mark

Facing a fall

Eli Greenwaldt looks up to see if the referee is going to award him a pin. Green-
waldt is ranked second in the state at 121 pounds.

Wrestlers sixth at
Rumble on the Red

The Staples-Motley wres-

tling team placed sixth at

the Rumble on the Red tour-

nament in Fargo Dec. 28-29,
finishing as the top small
school team at the 74 team
tournament.

Colbe Tappe and Eli Gre-

enwaldt finished second in
their brackets while Gage
Bjerga placed third.

Several other Cardinals
won matches to contrib-
ute to the team score, but
did not reach the top eight
places, including Caden
Kramer, Turner Beachy,
Blake Neelan, Owen Winter
and Luke Bjerga.

Every weight bracket

was filled with ranked wres-

tlers from Minnesota, North
Dakota and South Dakota.
The other Cardinal wres-
tlers did not get a win but
faced good competition.

All three Cardinal plac-
ers wrestled multiple
ranked wrestlers to earn
their medals.

Colbe Tappe made it
through the 152 pound

bracket facing tough com-

petition in the last three
rounds. In the quarterfinal,
he faced the fourth ranked
wrestler in Minnesota Class
AAA. He scored two take-
downs in the first period
and held on for a 7-3 win.

In semifinals, he was
ahead 7-6 going into the
third period, then earned
two takedowns to win 12-8
against the second ranked
wrestler in Minnesota AAA.

In the championship,
Tappe faced the third
ranked 160 pounder in Min-
nesota Class AAA, who
moved down a weight for
this tournament. Tappe
pulled ahead 3-2 in the third
period before getting taken
down and pinned.

At 121 pounds, Eli Green-

waldt advanced with a pin
in the first round and a 7-2

win against a ranked wres-

tler from North Dakota. In
the quarterfinal, he beat
the top ranked wrestler in
North Dakota, turning a 4-4
score into a 10-4 win with an

escape, takedown and near-

fall in the third period.

In the semifinal, he beat
the top ranked wrestler in
South Dakota 3-2. He had a
takedown in the first period
and an escape in the third
for the win.

In the championship
against the third ranked
wrestler in Minnesota AAA,
Greenwaldt couldn’t gener-
ate any offense and ended
up getting pinned.

At 107 pounds, Gage
Bjerga earned pins in this

first three bouts. He lost
4-0 in the semifinal against
a ranked wrestler who had
moved down a weight.

In the consolation
bracket, he rode out his
opponent in the second
period to get a 1-0 win. That
advanced him to the third
place match, where he had
two takedowns and a near-
fall to win 8-0, with another
second period ride out.

Team results

Rumble on the Red, Far-
godome

Mounds View 177, Shako-
pee 166, Albert Lea Area 105,
Forest Lake 101.5, St. Francis
86, Staples-Motley 84, Bemidji
81, Bismarck 79, Grand Rapids
78.5, Dawson-Boyd/Lac Qui
Parle/Montevideo United 78,
Rapid City Stevens 75, Wood-
bury 69, Willmar 66.5, Bismarck
Century 65.5, Lake Crystal
Wellcome Memorial Area 65,
Jackson County Central 63,
Eden Prairie 62, New Prague 62,
Custer 55, Waconia 55, North-
field 54.5, Bishop Ryan 51, Still-
water 49, Bismarck Legacy 45,
Minot 45, New London-Spicer
45, Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton
43.5, Thief River Falls 40, Mora
38, Perham 36.5, Canby 36,
Minnetonka 33, United North
Central Warriors 32, Philip/
Kadoka Area/Wall 31.5, Delano
30, West Central Area-Ash-
by-Brandon-Evansville 30 ... 38
more teams

Wreslling team keeps
winning in duals, tourney

The Staples-Motley wres-

tling team won two dual

matches on Jan. 4 and fin-

ished in first place at the

Ogilvie tournament on Jan.

6. They got off to fast starts
to beat New York Mills 61-6
and Wadena-Deer Creek
47-18 at NYM.

In the Ogilvie tourna-

ment, the Cardinals had
four champions and two
second place finishers. Gage

Bjerga, Eli Greenwaldt,

Colbe Tappe and Luke

Bjerga all won their bracket,

while Caden Kramer and
Jack Carlson reached the
title match but lost to finish
second.

Luke Bjerga won the 189
pound weight class with
two pins and a 5-3 decision
in the final. Gage Bjerga had

two pins and a 15-1 win at
107 pounds. Greenwaldt had
two pins and a 3-1 win in the
championship match at 121
pounds. Tappe had three
pins in three matches at 152
pounds.

Team results

Staples-Motley 47, Wade-

na-Deer Creek 18
107 Gage Bjerga W fall, 114

Caden Kramer W fall, Eli Gre-

enwaldt W fall, 127 Cooper
Tappe W 7-2, 133 Turner Beachy
W fall, 139 Caden Dobson L
fall, 145 Riley Reese W 11-2, 152
Colbe Tappe W fall, 160 Blake
Neelan W 10-4, 172 Owen Winter
W 9-6, 189 Luke Bjerga W 8-0, 215
ff, 285 ff

Staples-Motley 61, New
York Mills 6

107 Garrett Bjerga W ff, 114
Gg. Bjerga W fall, 121 Kramer
W fall, 127 Greenwaldt W ff, 133

Jack Carlson W fall, 139 Beachy
W ff, 145 Reese W 15-4, 152 Cb.
Tappe W fall, 160 Neelan W 8-3,
172 Winter W fall, 189 L. Bjerga
W fall, 215 ff, 285 double ff

Ogilvie Tournament

Staples-Motley 186, Kerk-
hoven-Murdock-Sunburg 152,
Osakis 135, Glencoe-Lester
Prairie 102, Ogilvie 99, Deer
River 87, Park Rapids 60, Black-
duck-Cass Lake Bena 57, Unity
53, Walker-Hackensack-Ake-
ly-Nevis 52, Red Rock Central 33,
Crosby-Ironton 26, Cloquet-Es-
ko-Carlton 23

107 Gg. Bjerga 3-0, 1st place

114 Kramer 2-1, 2nd place

121 Greenwaldt 3-0, 1st place

127 Carlson 2-1, 2nd place

133 Beachy 3-1, 3rd place

139 Reese 3-1, 3rd place

145 Dobson 2-2

152 Cb. Tappe 3-0, 1st place

160 Neelan 2-2, 5th place

172 Winter 2-3, 6th place

189 L. Bjerga 3-0, 1st place

Winning isn’t
easy

Even though the
Staples-Motley wrestling
team is undefeated in dual
meets this year, it hasn’t
been a cakewalk, with ev-
ery wrestler putting out tre-
mendous effort to get their
wins. Left, Blake Neelan
has his headgear knocked
down over his eyes as he
comes through for a take-
down. Right top, Owen
Winter strains to keep his
opponent down while win-
ning a 172 pound match.
Lower right, Colbe Tappe,
the top ranked 152 pound-
er in the state, grimaces as
he gets a takedown. (Sta-
ples World photos by Mark
Anderson)

Boys hoops splits two games

The Staples-Motley boys basketball team Jan. 4 and falling at Henning, 61-45 on Jan. 6.

split their games last week, winning 68-55 at

home against Browerville-Eagle Valley on

The Cardinals are now 5-4 on the season.

The Staples-Motley
girls basketball team got
off to slow starts in two
games, scoring 12 points
in the first half against
Walker-Hackensack-Ake-
ley and 16 against Upsala.
They played better in each
second half but ended up
losing 59-28 and 63-43 in the
two games.

Lauren Rutten reached
the 1,000 point career scor-
ing mark in the W-H-A
game, leading the Cardi-
nals with 10 points.

Liv Lorber had 10
rebounds in the W-H-A
game and led the Cardi-
nals with 18 points against
Upsala.

The team record fell to
3-7 after the two losses.

Team results

Staples-Motley
28, Walker-Hacken-
sack-Akely 59

Scoring: Lauren Rutten
10, Liv Lorber 8, Miranda
Schotzko 6, Cami Ander-
son 2, Ellie Lange 1, Izzy
Olander 1

Staples-Motley 43,
Upsala 63

Scoring: Lorber 18,
Rutten 12, Olander 4, Schot-
zko 4, Lange 3

Cardinal
hoops action

Right, Lauren Rutten
goes to the basket against
Walker-Hackensack-Ake-
ley. Below, Josie Jennis-
sen, left, and Tamara Streli
look to pass. (Staples
World photos by Mark An-
derson)
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Todd County Commissioners Minutes

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
THE TODD COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS HELD
DECEMBER 19, 2023

Public Comment

Greg Hanson shared concerns re-
garding the Sheriff department staff-
ing levels and continued support for
this department in the current times.

Call to Order

The Todd County Board of Com-
missioners met in the Commis-
sioner’s Board Room in the City of
Long Prairie, MN on the 19th day
of December, 2023 at 9:00 AM.
The meeting was called to order by
Chairperson Neumann. The meet-
ing was opened with the Pledge of
Allegiance. All Commissioners were
present.

Approval of Agenda

On motion by Noska and sec-
onded by Denny, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To adopt the agen-
da as presented.

Consent Agenda

On motion by Becker and second-
ed by Byers, the following motions
were introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

To approve the Todd County
Board of Commissioner’s Meeting
Minutes for December 7th, 2023 as
presented.

To hire Halle Dahlen to fill the
open Social Worker position. Grade
10, Step 1 at $27.38/hr. Start date:
December 20, 2023.

To approve the above mentioned
2024 tobacco license applications.
To hire Rachel Middendorf as a full-
time Deputy Auditor-Treasurer at
Grade 8, Step 1 $24.36 per hour with
a start date of December 21, 2023.

Todd County Fair/Todd County

Agricultural Society

On motion by Denny and second-
ed by Becker, the following motion
were introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To approve Todd
Co Fair/Todd Co Ag Society to rent
the fairgrounds for Todd Co Winter
Demolition Derby scheduled Sat.
1/20/24 or snow date Sat, 1/27/24.
Also, allow Todd Co Fair/Todd Co
Ag Society use of the fairgrounds at
no additional rent fee to prepare/set-
up and/or cleanup/takedown Mon.
1/15/24-Sun. 1/21/24 and/or Mon.
1/22/24-Sun. 1/28/24. Todd Co Fair/
Todd Co Ag Society will pay utilities
for the days listed above.

City of Long Prairie

DW Jones and the City of Long
Prairie provided information for dis-
cussion about the proposed request
for a Tax Abatement for the 4th
Street Southwest Apartment Project.
DW Jones is requesting $200,000 of
collected tax funds to cover devel-
opment costs associated with the
property. The city, in partnership with
Todd County, would retain the taxes
generated by this development for
up to an the 11-year period to pur-
sue additional housing needs in our
community.

On motion by Byers and second-
ed by Noska, the following resolu-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous rollcall vote:

A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR
A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE
APPROVAL OF A PROPOSED

TAX ABATEMENT BY THE COUN-

TY ON CERTAIN PROPERTY
LOCATED WITHIN THE COUNTY

WHEREAS, Todd County (the
“County”), pursuant to Minneso-
ta Statutes, Sections 469.1812 to
469.1815, as amended (the “Abate-
ment Act”), is authorized to grant an
abatement of the property taxes im-
posed by the County on parcels of
property located within the County, if
certain conditions are met, through
the adoption of a resolution, specify-
ing the terms of the abatement; and
WHEREAS, to finance the develop-
ment of an approximately three-sto-
ry, 87,150 square-foot, 61-unit, mar-
ket-rate workforce housing project
and future housing projects (the “Im-
provements”) in the city of Long Prai-
rie, the County is proposing to abate
the property taxes imposed by the
County with respect to the parcels of
property which are described in the
Notice attached as Exhibit A hereto
(the “Property”); and

WHEREAS, Todd County (the
“County”), pursuant to Minneso-
ta Statutes, Sections 469.1812 to
469.1815, as amended (the “Abate-
ment Act”), is authorized to grant an
abatement of the property taxes im-
posed by the County on parcels of
property located within the County, if
certain conditions are met, through
the adoption of a resolution, specify-
ing the terms of the abatement; and

WHEREAS, to finance the de-
velopment of an approximately
three-story, 87,150 square-foot, 61-
unit, market-rate workforce housing
project and future housing projects
(the “Improvements”) in the city of
Long Prairie, the County is propos-
ing to abate the property taxes im-
posed by the County with respect
to the parcels of property which are
described in the Notice attached as
Exhibit A hereto (the “Property”); and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the
Abatement Act, the Board of Com-
missioners (this “Board”) may ap-
prove the abatement only after
holding a public hearing on the
abatement.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that a public hearing on
the proposed abatement of property
taxes imposed by the County with
respect to the Property is hereby
called and shall be held in the Coun-
ty Board Room at the Historic Court-
house, 215 1st Ave S, Long Prairie,
Minnesota, on January 16, 2024, at
approximately 9:00 a.m.; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
that the County Auditor-Treasurer
is hereby authorized and directed to
cause notice of said hearing in sub-

stantially the form attached hereto
as Exhibit A to be published in the
official newspaper of the County at
least once not fewer than ten (10)
nor more than thirty (30) days prior to
the date fixed for the public hearing.
Auditor-Treasurer

On motion by Noska and sec-
onded by Denny, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous rolicall vote: To approve
the Commissioner Warrants number
(ACH) 402926 through 402951 in
the amount of $57,917.18 and (Reg-
ular) 57574 through 57615 in the
amount of $61,243.94 for a total of
$119,161.12.

On motion by Becker and sec-
onded by Denny, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous rolicall vote: To approve
the Health & Human Services Com-
missioner Warrants number (ACH)
804799 through 804864 and (Reg-
ular) 711329 through 711385 for a
total of $340,016.45.

On motion by Denny and sec-
onded by Byers, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous rolicall vote: To approve
the Health & Human Services SSIS
Warrants number (ACH) 601111
through 601131 and (Regular)
517617 through 517651 for a total
amount of $211,933.58.

On motion by Becker and sec-
onded by Noska, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote: To approve the
attached Budget Request form to
transfer $26,976.32 from the 2023
Building Improvement account to the
2023 Fairgrounds-Repairs & Maint
account for audit tracking purposes.

On motion by Byers and second-
ed by Denny, the following resolu-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

2023 PARKS AND TRAILS
APPROPRIATION FUNDS
TRANSFER

WHEREAS, the 2023 budget for
Todd County’s allocation of funds to
the Todd County Parks and Trails
Board has been approved at $9,000;
and

WHEREAS, a letter was received
from the Todd County Parks and
Trails Board requesting for the ap-
propriation of funds from the General
Fund for 2023.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners hereby
approve the transfer of funds in the
amount of $9,000 from the General
Fund to the Parks and Trails Fund.

On motion by Becker and second-
ed by Noska, the following resolu-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

TRANSFER OF FUNDS -
SOUTH COUNTRY HEALTH
ALLIANCE FUNDS

WHEREAS, Todd County became
a member of the South Country
Health Alliance on January 1, 2007,
and;

WHEREAS, Todd County pro-
vided capital payments as part of
our participation in this joint powers
agreement, and;

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners resolved
to withdraw from the South Country
Health Alliance Joint Powers Agree-
ment via BA#20190319-19 to be ef-
fective December 31, 2019 at 11:59
p.m., and;

WHEREAS, the fourth and fifth in-
stallment principal and interest pay-
ments of Todd County’s capital has
been receipted into the Human Ser-
vices and Community Health Funds
per audit standards.

WHEREAS, this receipt of pay-
ment represents full and final pay-
ment of the equity of Todd County in
SCHA.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners hereby
authorize the transfer of funds in the
amount of $669,274.70 from Fund
11-Human Services and $525,858.69
from Fund 21-Community Health for
a total of $1,195,133.39 to Fund
01-General Revenue to assist with
the budgetary essentials of the
County.

On motion by Denny and sec-
onded by Byers, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote: To approve the
contract with Peters Law Office for
Public Defender services in Todd
County for 2024.

Finance Committee

On motion by Noska and sec-
onded by Denny, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To approve the at-
tached Budget Request Form in the
amount of $30,908.68 for Dept 031
- Administration for the 2023 budget
year.

On motion by Becker and sec-
onded by Byers, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote: To rescind BAF
20230207-35, allowing the $5,000
committed to be available for other
proposed projects brought forward to
the Board of Commissioners.

On motion by Noska and sec-
onded by Denny, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote: To approve the
final amount of ARP funds previous-
ly authorized via BA #20220503-
20 for Broadband survey costs at
$3,659.00 and allow remaining funds
of $16,341.00 to be available for oth-
er proposed projects brought forward
to the Board of Commissioners.

On motion by Byers and second-
ed by Noska, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To approve the fi-
nal amount of ARP funds previously
authorized via BA #20210720-21 to
hire Assistant County Attorney costs
at $178,188.02, and allow remaining
funds of $5,897.98 to be available for
other proposed projects brought for-
ward to the Board of Commissioners.

On motion by Becker and second-
ed by Noska, the following resolu-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE

2024 COUNTY BUDGET

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners are re-
quired to adopt an annual budget
and certify it to the County Auditor,
and;

WHEREAS, the County Board of
Commissioners have had an oppor-
tunity to discuss the operations costs
and revenues of the County for fiscal
year 2024;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, the Todd County Board
of Commissioners hereby approve
the following as the 2024 Budget for
the County of Todd, Minnesota and
directs that it be forwarded to the
County Auditor.

changes to the Todd County Person-
nel Policy and directs the County
Coordinator to begin administration
of said policy as of December 19,
2023, and;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
that it is understood that this Reso-
lution replaces and supersedes all
prior County Board actions, oral or
written, relating to the subject matter
hereof.

Public Works

On motion by Noska and sec-
onded by Denny, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote: To approve
the elimination of “Assistant to the
Engineer” & “Engineering Supervi-
sor” position titles and replace with
the position title of “Senior Engi-
neering Technician” for both with
the enclosed updated position/job
description.

REVENUES 2023 2024
Property tax 17,260,754 17,930,898
State General Purpose Aid 1,793,093 2,417,179
Other taxes 1,331,520 1,476,043
Licenses & Permits 184,690 174,690
Federal Grants 3,541,131 5,029,908
State Aids 11,803,293 10,136,351
Local Grants 0 0
Charges for Service 2,967,322 2,611,030
Misc Revenue 2,421,701 3,419,735
Interest on Investments 100,500 175,500
Other Financing Sources 27,700 27,700
Transfers 5,000 39,939
Total Revenue & Other Source 41,436,704 43,438,973
EXPENDITURES

General Government 6,306,815 6,774,210
Public safety 5,162,386 5,936,677
Highway/Construction 9,237,580 9,300,760
Streets & Highways (excluding Constr.) 4,149,640 4,452,920
Human Services 9,078,696 9,788,100
Health 3,060,580 2,682,800
Culture and Recreation 458,976 450,594
Conservation of Nat Resourses 1,288,747 1,453,702
Economic Development 86,800 93,200
Gen Debt Service 414,251 417,506
Capital Outlay 1,577,100 1,457,100
Transfers 615,133 631,404
Other Fiscal Charges 0 0
Total Expenditures & other uses: 41,436,704 43,438,973
Budget Balance 0 0

On motion by Denny and second
by Byers, the following resolution
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE
2024 FINAL LEVY

WHEREAS, the Laws of the State
of Minnesota direct that the Todd
County Board of Commissioners are
required to approve by resolution a
preliminary levy no later than Sep-
tember 30th annually, and;

WHEREAS, The Todd County
Board of Commissioners have con-
sidered the financial situation of the
County and had an opportunity to
deliberate the levying of property
taxes upon property owners within
the County.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners approves
the following as the 2024 Final Levy
for the County of Todd, Minnesota,
for the property taxes payable in
2024 & directs that it be forwarded to
the County Auditor.

On motion by Becker and sec-
onded by Byers, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote: To approve the
attached Budget Request Form to
carryover $15,000 in the Machinery
& Equipment Maintenance to the
2024 budget year.

Planning & Zoning

On motion by Noska and sec-
onded by Denny, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote: To remand the
Highway 27 Salvage CUP request
item back to the Planning Commis-
sion for further consideration and ex-
tend the application decision dead-
line by an additional 60 days.

On motion by Denny and sec-
onded by Byers, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To adopt the find-
ings of the Planning Commission and
grant the CUP to parcel 13-0016902
with the following conditions.

1. The greenhouse operator must
provide adequate off-street parking

Certified Levy Program Aid Local Levy

General Revenue 12,553,651.00 2,090,297.00 10,463,354.00
Road & Bridge 2,878,727.00 2,878,727.00
Human Services 3,584,721.00 3,584,721.00
Public Health 188,665.00 188,665.00
Comp Water 5,360.00 5,360.00
Regional Library 349,765.00 349,765.00
Bonded Indebtedness 415,306.00 415,306.00
County Fair 20,000.00 20,000.00
Parks & Trails 25,000.00 25,000.00
Total 20,021,195.00 2,090,297.00 17,930,898.00

Administration

On motion by Denny and sec-
onded by Noska, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote: To renew the
Hands of Hope Resource Center
lease agreement as presented, for
January 1, 2024 through December
31, 2024.

On motion by Becker and second-
ed by Denny, the following resolu-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

ADOPTION OF CHANGES TO
THE TODD COUNTY
PERSONNEL POLICY

ARTICLE Il DEFINITION OF

TERMS, ARTICLE Ill SECTION

3.15 — TRAINING/PROBATIONARY
PERIOD FOR NEW HIRES
ARTICLE VII, SECTION 7.05 -
SICK LEAVE

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners has recog-
nized a need for strong, up to date
personnel policy, and;

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners and Per-
sonnel Committee have had an
opportunity to review the policy revi-
sions put forth in Article Il Definition
of Terms, Article Ill, Section 3.15
Training/Probationary  Period for
New Hires, and Article VII, Section
7.05 Sick Leave, of the Personnel
Policy and find the implementation to
be in the best interest of the sound
administration of the County;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, the Todd County Board of
Commissioners adopts the attached

for all greenhouse traffic. No parking
will be allowed within the road right
of way.

2. No loading or unloading of ma-
terials will be allowed within the road
right of way.

3. The business is restricted to
construction of a single greenhouse.
Construction of additional green-
houses will require review by the
Planning Commission.

4. Business signage must abide
by the Todd County Planning and
Zoning Ordinance. Placement of
signage within the road right of way
shall require approval from Todd
County Public Works.

5. Applicant must obtain addition-
al permitting and/or licensing from
additional government agencies as
necessary.

On motion by Denny and sec-
onded by Noska, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote: To adopt the
findings of the Planning Commis-
sion and grant the CUP to par-
cels 06-0017200, 06-0017300,
and 06-0016301 with the following
conditions.

1. There shall be no stacking of
manure within 300’ of Molly Creek.

2. Applicant shall apply for NP-
DES permit coverage with MPCA.

3. Feedlot owner shall abide by all
other applicable federal, state, and
local standards

On motion by Becker and sec-
onded by Byers, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote: To adopt the

findings of the Planning Commission
and grant the CUP to parcel 25-
0004300 with the conditions below.

1. Wetland delineation shall be
completed and submitted to Todd
County prior issuance of land use
permits.

2. Applicant shall maintain dust
control on the site.

3. Applicant shall apply for MPCA
Industrial Stormwater permitting and
provide verification to Todd County
prior to issuance of land use permits.

4. Applicant must abide by all oth-
er federal, state, and local standards.
On motion by Denny and seconded
by Byers, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To adopt the findings of
the Planning Commission and grant
the rezone with following conditions.

1. All future land uses shall abide
by Todd County Planning and Zoning
Ordinances.

2. Land owner shall abide by all
other applicable federal, state, and
local standards.

On motion by Noska and sec-
onded by Denny, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote: To remand the
Dairy Ridge LLC CUP request item
back to the Planning Commission for
further consideration and extend the
application decision deadline by an
additional 60 days.

On motion by Denny and sec-
onded by Becker, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To adopt the find-
ings of the Planning Commission
and adopt the amendments to Sec-
tion 9.20 of the Todd County Plan-
ning and Zoning Ordinance.

Solid Waste

On motion by Byers and second-
ed by Noska, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To authorize the
Solid Waste Department to issue li-
cense and permits to haulers upon
receipt of proper documentation.

On motion by Becker and second-
ed by Denny, the following resolu-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

AUTHORIZATION
TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDDING
SOLID WASTE TRANSFER
STATION

WHEREAS, Todd County applied
for and received $4 million in Cap-
ital Assistant Program (CAP) fund-
ing through the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency; and an additional
$2.8 Million through the State of
Minnesota General Fund for the pur-
pose of constructing a new Transfer
Station Building and related im-
provements (Project) at the existing
Transfer Station Property located at
30433 U.S. Highway 71, Browerville,
Minnesota.

WHEREAS, Todd County retained
Stantec (Consultant) to prepare
detailed design drawings, bidding
documents and a permit application
report for construction and operation
of the Project.

WHEREAS, Consultant prepared
and submitted a permit application
report to the MPCA in May 2023.
Upon receipt, MPCA staff communi-
cated to Todd County their plans to
public notice the permit by Decem-
ber 2023.

WHEREAS, MPCA staff have re-
viewed the application and provided
a letter of adequacy dated October
18, 2023. The letter requests addi-
tional information and clarifications.
Consultant responded on November
6, 2023 with requested information.
MPCA verbally responded that the
application is now complete and
ready for permitting. MPCA has not
yet provided a draft permit or placed
said draft permit on public notice.

WHEREAS, time is of the es-
sence, and Todd County desires to
commence construction in 2024 with
final completion in 2025.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners do hereby
authorize advertisement for bidding
of this project.

Health & Human Services

On motion by Denny and sec-
onded by Noska, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To approve the hir-
ing of a sanitarian.

On motion by Becker and sec-
onded by Noska, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To deny the use of
$7,354 ARPA funds towards the pur-
chase of an oven for Hilltop Regional
Kitchen at this time.

County Auditor-Treasurer’s

Report

The County Auditor-Treasurer re-
ported that year end reporting prepa-
ration is underway and that Todd
County received Worker’s Compen-
sation award from MCIT.

County Commissioner’s Report

The Commissioners reported on
meetings and events attended.

Commissioner Denny attended
the solid waste committee meeting.

Commissioner Becker attended
the Region V, TWCC, Personnel,
Wellness, Dept Head, Finance,
SWCD, Policies, Rainbow Rider
meeting and informed that the Mis-
sissippi-Brainerd watershed plan
was approved.

Commissioner Noska attended
the TCDC meeting with a new direc-
tor hire moving forward.

Commissioner Neumann attend-
ed the Personnel, Dept Head, Fi-
nance, Policy, SWCD, Solid Waste
and Rainbow Rider meetings.

Commissioner Byers attended the
Planning Commission meeting.

Recess

Chair Neumann recessed the

meeting until December 28, 2023.

COMMISSIONER WARANTS
VENDOR NAME.......... $ AMOUNT

See TCC on page 9a
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Public Notices
(o7 0)

TODD COUNTY
BOARD OF
ADJUSTMENT
215 1st Ave. South,
Long Prairie, MN 56347
320-732-4420
toddplan.zone@co.todd.
mn.us

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given
that on Thursday, January

25 at 6:00 p.m. the Todd
County Board ofAdjustment
will hold a public hearing in
the Commissioner’s board
room, 215 1st Ave. South,
Suite 301, Long Prairie, Min-
nesota.

NOTE: This meeting is
again being held in-person
and the public is encour-
aged to attend, but Zoom
and phone options are still
available for those who are
unable to attend in person.
If you wish to join via Zoom,
please contact our office
for the call-in informa-
tion. Those who do attend
in person can find parking
atop the hill on the west side
of the Historic Courthouse
and enter through the north
doors, near the American
Flag and monument.

Questions? Call or email
320-732-4420 or toddplan.
zone@co.todd.mn.us

AGENDA

«Call to Order

«Pledge of Allegiance

*Introduction of Board of
Adjustment Members and
process review

*The applicant is intro-
duced

Staff report

«Applicant confirms if
staff report accurately rep-
resents the request

*Public comment

«Board review with
applicant, staff, and public

«Approval of agenda

«Approval of December
28, 2023, Board of Adjust-
ment meeting minutes

1. Reorganization of
the Board and review
Business Rules

2. Michael T. and Lori
K Lyon, Trustees: Section
03, Grey Eagle Township,
Mound Lake. Site Address:
14314 Chippewa Road,
Burtrum, MN 56318 PID:
11-0049600

1.Request to reduce the
OHWL setback from 100’
to 34.85° for construction
of deck in GD Shoreland
Zoning.

2.Request to reduce the
OHWL setback from 100’ to
44.85’ for the proposed house
with attached garage in GD
Shoreland Zoning.

3.Request to reduce road
right-of-way from 20’ to 8.56’
for the proposed garage in
GD Shoreland Zoning.

4.Request to increase
the height limit from 18’
to 21’1.5” for the proposed
house in GD Shoreland
Zoning.

3. Dennis P. and Jody L.
Wessel: Section 26, Birch-
dale Township, Little Birch
Lake

Site Address: 27335
Alpha Lane, Grey Eagle, MN
56336 PID: 03-0045500

1. Request for variance to
reduce the setback from the
OHWL from 100’ to 92’ for
proposed addition of hand-
icapped accessible stairway
to existing house in Recre-
ational Development Shore-
land Zoning.

4. Edward C. Kortuem:
Section 14, Birchdale Town-
ship, Sauk (North Bay) Lake
Site Address: 12281 Alcott
Drive, Sauk Centre, MN
56378 PID: 03-0030000

1. Request for variance
to reduce the setback from
the OHWL from 100’ to 75’
for proposed new house with
attached garage in Recre-
ational Development Shore-
land Zoning.

2. Request for variance
to increase the height limit
from the required 18’ to
21’11” for proposed new
house with attached garage
in Recreational Develop-
ment Shoreland Zoning.

Adjournment.
Next Meeting:
February 22, 2024

All persons interested
are invited to attend said
hearing or submit a letter to
be heard on these matters.
All correspondence must

include name, mailing

address and be received

48 hours before the date

and time of the hearing.

Todd County Board of

Adjustment

Richard Johnson, Chair
3pnc
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P bl- N t- Storage Wanted to Buy
u iIC otices 101 40+ ACRES between
Wadena/Pillager, with or
O O %ard ‘(’}f ﬂ(‘lal'l'lks 4 FOR RENT without house, 218-831-3521.
ruce Grondahl an 2-4p
TI'.II.%I‘V'IVANssTI_ﬂ‘F’,VN ?%Ps&sﬁgﬁé """""""" 6,406.00 Family would like to thank Japkle’s North 8th Street
FILING NOTICE LESS THAN $2,000...60.280.09 | €veryone who helped uscel- | Minj Storage, 894-1551 o
Total: $340,016.45 ebrate his retirement. Sunn Plnes
Th t T h  eeerssssssssssnesnnannans A . PS: There is NO bike 6X20, 10X12, 10X20, 10X24 y
omastown Township .
will hold an clection in [JENPORNAME _SAMOUNT 3D Apts. in Motley
Marchfor 65,286.00 209 .
+One (1) Supervisor for a pHs - MOOSE LAKE RTC - 462.... SERVICES & Business Ten_ar!t must be income
three (3) year term oo 4,288.91 eligible, 62 years or
and DHS - MSOP - MN SEX OFFENDER EMPLOYMENT Services older, handicapped or
«One (1) clerk for a two PROG - 462 .......c.ccocouu. 5,939.60 Your major appliance disab,|ed Heat. water
(2) year term. . DHS - ST PETER RTC - 41732:",555(‘) 205 parts source. Parts for all : R !
The filing period for o o 0 Help Wanted  major brands. One day ser- sewer, electric
;hzzgffﬁczs (ipens Jar}]uary HEARTLAND GIRLS RANCH....... TODD COUNTY HHS Vice, Staples True Val- provided.

, 16’ ;15124 c (1?556%0011 an’II‘l- ................................... 19,560.00 EMPLOYMENT OPPOR- Uue, Staples. 218-894-3263. Call Rosie Talberg, Manager at:
ary 1o, s at ol pIm. 10 447353 .....cccocvva 2,028.60 TUNITIES: Todd County 26tfc oy
file for office, contact Stacy #15434.......ooooi 2.271.54 . : . s proaa MOTLEY, MINN. 320-468-2303 et

; HHS is looking for reliable y
Dukowitz at 218-296-0834. H# 17302, 3,212.10 service-oriented individ: WANTED TO
Stacy Dukowitz, Clerk oo Ggre30 | uals to serve the citizens B
" - PINEHAVEN YOUTH AND of Todd County in the fol- UY ER“NIIER
Thomastown Township lowi itions: **Social
bone PR SeG oo lowing postions: Soctal 501 EASTINOOD
| SOV HOE 6528 | mator (rulliime). Res.  miscetaneous | APARTMENTS | WUULLAT Uy )
TCC continued from page 8a  #17183.......ccceccvevrirrrnnncn. 2,388.60 istered Nurse - Care Co- n Motley MN. FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES

..................................... 2,043.63
BROWERVILLE TRUCKWASH/BIG
BOYZ...coooiiiiiie 8,507.64
CARGILL SALT DIVISION

................................... 22,335.33
FRIEDRICH’S TIRE & OIL CO INC

..................................... 3,222.48
LIBERTY TIRE SERVICES LLC

.................................... 4,726.65
MONSIDO, INC................. 3,874.00

NORTHERN STAR COOP 3,854.49
POMP’S TIRE SERVICE

INC ..o 12,794.00
TRUENORTH STEEL INC..............
33,499.30

59 PAYMENTS
LESS THAN $2.000 ... 24.303.60
Total: ... $119,161.12

HEALTH & HUMAN
SERVICES WARRANTS
VENDOR NAME.......... $ AMOUNT
DHS - SWIFT.............. $239,872.93
RURAL MN CEP INC ..... 18,351.43
TODD COUNTY AUDITOR! ...........

TREASURER.............. 15,096.10

RESOURCE TRAINING
AND SOLUTIONS........ 2,242.40

STEP o 7,068.11
VALLEY LAKE BOYS
HOME INC ................. 11,250.00

VILLAGE RANCH INC.... 15,795.01
25 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2.000.............. 27,960.12
Total:......cccvverrinnnns $211,933.58

On a motion by Becker and sec-
onded by Byers, the preceding min-
utes of the County Board meeting
held December 19th, 2023 were
duly approved by unanimous vote at
the Todd County Board of Commis-
sioners at the Regular Board Meet-
ing held on December 28th, 2023.

Witness my hand and seal:
/s/ on file
Randy Neumann,
County Board Chairperson
/s/ on file
Denise Gaida,
Todd County Auditor-Treasurer
3pnc

ordinator (full-time).
**Social Worker - Child
Services (full-time). To
learn more about this open-
ing and how to apply, visit
the official Todd County
website at https://www.
co.todd.mn.us/. Questions
can be directed to Todd
County Administration 320-
732-6155. EOE

JUNK CARS &
TRUCKS. 218-639-5509. 3-4¢

REAL ESTATE

602
Apartments

for Rent
STAPLES: Downtown, 1
- 2 bdrm., recently remod-
eled, NO pets, non smoking,
218-894-3108. 6tfc

is now accepting
applications for FUTURE

2-3 bedroom apartments
Laundry facilities
available on site.

garage included with
apartment. All utilities paid.
Applications are available at:

956 Hwy 10 S., Motley

For information and
qualifications
@ contact Nicole at

218-751-6881

An Equal Housing Opportunity

218-296-5031

Under new ownership

(=]

We are accepting
applications for 2 and 3
bedroom townhomes in

Staples, a community
you can get attached to.
Rent based on income.
Now professionally

managed by
% BRUTGER

Income guidelines apply.

| forgot.....

Staples World

“Canlstilgetanadin....??

DEADLINE:
12 p.m. Friday

218-894-1112 » office@staplesworld.com
Staples World, 224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN 56479

? !

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

RULEED

GIZA
r EST 1934 j

PLUMBING & HEATING

Electrical Services for
«Residential
«Commercial

«Industrial

SERVICING ALL BRANDS
Sharpen Mower Blades
Sharpen Saw Chains,
Small Engine Repair + more

SERVICE HOURS gSIERES

CELL 218-838-0581

218-296-2461

Mon - Fri, 7/ RESIDENTIAL AND
: EILELAJCAIK\IPIillgG Zach Hanson 218:296-1265 - Mike Rollns 216:296 24T sam to 4gm e Value LIGHT COMMERCIAL
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

Licensed, Bonded & Insured « Over 30 years experience

+ AIR CONDITIONING
« GEOTHERMAL

Sice 1978 — | P g '
« NEW CONSTRUCTION  [omo " PAUL DRake [ VT TR T TS o S
« REMODEL () Y2 Va7 (41 M| Excavation & Septic Service PPl o5z g
« SERVICE QWYY . <General Lot Clearing 218-575-2222 ' )

h Storm Damage Clean Up
MN LIC. #PC644417 1 Stump Grinding *Brushing

218-894-2284 e

55 ft. Bucket Truck
WWW.CALLGIZA.COM ! 218-894-2871

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE
» Excavating . ;0507
~ inc. / Bonde
3 Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming ¢ Custom Pressure Washing
Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. * Snow Plowing & Removal
PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU!
Roads « Parking Lots e Site Prep « Gravel « Rock « Black Dirt
Fill « Peat « Ponds « Demolition « Hauling « Landscaping

= Licensed / Bonded / Insured
| s \"l i i
1 .J vl Staples, MN 56479
| i i —
1 o F - . —l s\“c‘
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

Long Prairie Sanitation
Long Prairie, MIN

218-631-3101 888-878-5578

MN State Certified

6685 330th St.,
Cushing, MN. 56443

Septic System Installation
*Camera Inspection, Tank
Pumping and Cleaning

Sellnow
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R, Sellnow

sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 « 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie
320-732-1919 « Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified
by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.
« Probate and Trusts

« Estate Planning  « Family Law

+ Real Estate + Business Law
«Title Insurance « Elder Law
«Personal Injury ~ + Auto Accidents

www.sellnowlaw.com
P H B ROMPT SERVICE

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC |
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
+FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION

«COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

Site Prep » Basements ¢ Waterlines ¢ Driveways ¢ Landscaping ® Black |~ - - —
Dirt » Gravel » Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits o Fill Dirt =T

Clearing & Grading ® Ditch Cleaning * Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential ;’gﬁ%ﬂ L4

Andy Statema ¢320-594-2912 ¢ 320-594-6347 ;,'f‘f':"jg

) Septics * Waterlines ¢ Trenching * Basements * Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation ¢ Backhoe & Skid Loader Work
@80 CONSTRUCTION 11 218-894-3105 Sgss
Asphalt Paving « Seal Coating « Excavating « Driveways

DW ZULZ4 changed WK #Z
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irstbaby of 2024 born at Lakewood Health System ST .
the new year. The Foundation gave a gift basket prepared TCO re;dy tO gO )

by Sprinkle of Joy Boutique of Browerville and the Piece-
makers Quilt Club gave a beautiful handmade baby quilt, The Staples EDA tour of the Lakewood Plaza in-
cluded a walk through the new Twin Cities Orthopedics

prepared just for the first baby of 2024.
space. The facility includes private treatment rooms, a

Twenty-twenty-four brings the celebration of birth
for Kristina Vosen and Anthony Compton, Little Falls, who
welcomed their new baby girl, lela Ann, into the world
on Jan. 3, 2024. lela was born at 1:32 a.m., weighing 7
pounds, 5 ounces, and measuring 20 inches. She is the
couple’s first child.

The delivering provider was Dr. Lindsay Leveille,
assisted by registered nurses, Allison Rondestvedt and
Jaqualine Peterson. To celebrate lela’s birth, the Lake-
wood Health System Foundation and Piecemakers Quilt
Club of Staples presented gifts to the family in honor of

There were 515 babies born at Lakewood Health
Systgm Hospital in 202_3, a new record, surpassing the therapy room and a large gym space that can be used
previous record of 511 in 2022. _ for training and workouts. Brad Anderson of Lakewood

Pictured, from left, are Emily Clarke, medical stu- giq they expect to eventually have ten to twelve thera-
dent; Dr. Lindsay Leveille; Kristina, Anthony and lela; and  ists Twin Cities Orthopedics expects to start in the new
Allison Rondestvedt, RN. (Submitted photo) building soon. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

SWCD continued from page 1a

January 2 through February 29
Adult & Teen Winter Reading Challenge

PERCHED ON READING
2024

WINTER READING
CHALLENGE

« Keep track of your reading.

« Earn online badges.

« Make reading a habit.

» Get book recommendations.

Register at your library and enter drawings for prizes.
Earn digital badges by registering
online at griver.beanstack.org

% IBRARY

1-833-GET-GRRL

ORTHOPEDIC
URGENT CARE

I)’n_‘

Water conservation programs in Cass County

shed 1IW1P.

« The SWCD continues to
actively assist the MPCA
and DNR with Watershed
Restoration and Protection

Plans for these same water-

sheds.
« They have been a leader
in concentrating protection

planning in a lake-domi-

nated landscape into 1W1P

efforts and have been suc-

cessful at prioritizing
minor watersheds, specific
lakes, and actions in these
plans, to not just improve,
but protect these high-value
water resources.

Watershed-Based
Implementation
Funding

« Cass County SWCD
has been very effective at

partnering with local orga-

nizations and landowners
utilizing watershed-based
implementation funding
in the Leech Lake River,
Pine River, and Mississippi
River Watersheds. Projects

include culvert replace-
ments, stormwater manage-

ment, forest management
plans, sediment reduction,
and agricultural BMPs and
projects.

« A few recent accom-

plishments to highlight
include Deep Lake/Boy
River Crossing, May Lake
Creek, and Stormwater
Management in the City of

Walker, Stoney Creek Cross-

ing, Wabedo Township, and
numerous other projects
completed, or in the queue

for design and implementa-

tion.

Culvert Inventory

* They are working
closely with townships and
other LGUs to locate and
inventory existing culverts.
Over 1,500 culverts were
inventoried and located in
the Leech and Pine River
Watersheds. The Missis-
sippi Headwaters culvert
inventory project is 50%
complete.

- Using the inventory,
they have prioritized
numerous public water-
course crossings for recon-
struction, repairs, and/or
the development of plans
for replacement, to better
meet their clean water and
habitat goals.

Cooperative Water
Monitoring and
Mapping

» They have worked col-
laboratively with the DNR
and the University of
Minnesota to develop the
required material for com-
pletion of the County Geo-
logic Atlas. This was a very
large undertaking for such
alarge geographic area and
was completed in a very
timely manner, to assist in
addressing groundwater
management-related issues
that arise in the county.

« The SWCD also moni-

tors three DNR wells as part
of the DNR’s cooperative
groundwater monitoring
program.

Private Forest
Management Plans
« Cass County SWCD

connects numerous land-

INJURIES DON’T WAIT,
NEITHER SHOULD YOU.

Lakewood and Twin Cities Orthopedics how offer convenient

daytime hours with walk-in care for urgent orthopedic and

sports medicine injuries. No referral needed.

" Lakewood + €T

RN\ HEALTH SYSTEM
LAKEWOODHEALTHSYSTEM.COM

owners who own wooded
acreage with Private Forest
Management plan writers
who can create a plan for
them. They cost share on
plans that are 20 acres or
more in size. The program
has been very effective in
protecting large tracts of
forest while providing for
sustainable harvest, bring-
ing many water quality,
habitat, and economic bene-
fits to the area and state.

Effective Partnerships
in Water Regulation

e They have worked
in conjunction with the
DNR to address regional
water issues in cases that
involve high water, beaver
dams, ordinary high water,
groundwater, wetlands,
harbor/breakwaters, and
numerous other water
issues. Their leadership
and positive working rela-
tionships are instrumental
in solving problems, while
always providing useful
input and technical assis-
tance.

« In addition, the SWCD
provides useful comments
on public waters and appro-
priation permits and is a
partner in bringing sites
into compliance when water
violations occur.

» They also provide valu-
able technical expertise as
a member of the Techni-
cal Evaluation Panel and
administrator for the Min-
nesota Wetland Conserva-
tion Act in Cass County.

QOrthopedic Urgent Care

TWIN CITIES
ORTHOPEDICS




