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Music class

Mary Moen, SM Elemen-
tary music teacher, has
focused on teaching
music reading skills to her
students during the pan-
demic. (Photo submitted
by Vicki Serich)
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This Week’s Forecast
High Low Cond.

Dec.9 45° 26° Sunny
Dec.10 39 28 Cloudy
Dec.11 33 23 Snow
Dec.12 28 14 Snow
Dec.13 26 11 M. Cloudy
Dec.14 28 17 Cloudy
Dec.15 29 14 Cloudy

Last Year, 2019
High Low Cond.

Dec.9 12° -17° Snow

Dec.10 -9 -18 Sunny
Dec.11 0 -20 Sunny
Dec.12 12 3 Snow

Dec.13 16 10 Cloudy
Dec.14 5 3 Sunny
Dec.15 2 -14 Sunny

Average Temps:
H=25°Low = 10°
Total Snow:

For week: 0”
Oct. - Dec. 6: 15:25”
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Weatherwatcher
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Community projects moving forward
despite COVID-19 pandemic

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

The Staples LEAP (Leadership,

Engagement, Advocacy, and Pos-

itiveness) nonprofit board met in
an online meeting on Dec. 4 to give
updates on what is happening in the
community.

“It is important to talk about our
community and move things for-
ward,” said Board Chair Tim Rice.
“How do we support each other?
We really need to be there for each
other at this time.”

Welcoming Communities

The Staples Welcoming Commu-
nities advocacy group was formed
from a Region Five program.

One of the projects the group
is pursuing is to read stories from
a different perspective than the
community is used to. The group
can receive a grant for a commu-
nity event centered around a book
selection. They have identified “An
American Sunrise,” abook of poetry
by Joy Harjo, who was recently fea-
tured by Central Lakes College. The
book also has connections to music.
The event and project is being
scheduled for September, 2021.

Tourism marketing
The tourism and marketing com-
mittee is making a plan to transfer
the funds from the lodging tax to
the Staples Chamber of Commerce.
The tourism board would still meet

to oversee the funds, but the activ-
ities would be coordinated by the
chamber.

Marketing coordinator Renee
Kroll said they decided to freeze
their budget in 2020 because of
COVID-19, but are now starting to

do more things, including adver-

tising online and in the Explore
Minnesota tourism magazine. They

will also advertise on the new snow-

mobile maps for Todd and Wadena
counties.

“Not many communities have
this laundry list of things that we

have,” said Kroll. “How do we pres-

ent that better?”
Kroll said they are starting to
promote the Staples area as a des-

tination location for outdoor adven-

tures, including outdoor weddings,
engagement photo sessions.

The board will look to advertise
in wedding magazines. “We can
have local and rustic weddings
without the expense of other places
like Brainerd,” said Kroll. “We

have beautiful and amazing loca-

tions, like Old Wadena, Dower Lake
and Pine Grove Park. People could
have a beach wedding or take pho-
tographs on the beach.”

Holiday meals
It was announced that 457 drive-
through meals were served during
the community Thanksgiving
dinner at Timbers restaurant. The
Staples Chamber of Commerce is
also looking at doing something

similar for a Christmas lunch.

CLC expanding
Central Lakes College Dean

David Endicott said college enroll-

ment was up by one percent, while

nationwide and statewide enroll-
ment was down around 14 to 15 per-

cent. He said all the Staples campus
programs were able to finish the

semester despite COVID-19 restric-

tions.

Endicott praised Student Ser-

vices Director Erich Heppner for
setting up programs that “provided

food for students every single day,”

said Endicott.
New programs and classes are
being planned for the Staples CL.C

campus. Endicott said the agron-

omy program is planned for the fall
of 2022. “The hope is the Staples
campus will be the ag center for all
of Minnesota,” he said.

CLC is adding CNA and practical
nursing certificates and revamping
the machine trades program.

Based on requests from the leg-
islature, farmers union and agri-

culture leaders, CL.C has applied to
start a meat cutting program at the
Staples campus in 2022.

“We want to have 100 more stu-
dents in three years on the campus,”

said Endicott.

Batcher Block
The committee to refurbish the
Batcher Block Opera House is still
meeting twice every month. The

group is applying for a grant to hire
a consultant who is an expert in
capital campaigns.

The group will reapply for the
next state bonding bill. The project
was left off of the last bonding bill
with COVID-19 complicating the
process but also the lack of fund
raising may have hurt the rating of
the project.

County grants

Todd County Development Cor
poration Director Rick Utech said
$1.3 million in grants were distrib
uted in the county, including 32 to
Staples area businesses.

Wadena County Commissioner
Jim Hofer told the group that no
Staples businesses applied for
the Wadena County grant money
He said they had planned to use
$400,000 of the money to remodel
the courtrooms to make the space
safe for COVID-19 regulations. But
the project had to be complete by
the end of the year, so they distrib
uted that portion of the grant to
food shelves, senior citizen centers
and community organizations in
the county. Lakewood Care Center
also received some of the Wadena
County grant money.

As a temporary solution to the
courtroom problem, the county is
renting space in the Deer Creek
school building for jury trials.

Staples-Motley
school science
curriculum adding
more hands-on
experience

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

The Staples-Motley
schools science curriculum
is implementing a new plan
that will increase science
experiences for all students
and teach them the models
that the science is based on.

District science teachers
presented the plan to the
school board at their Nov. 23
meeting. Staff development
and curriculum specialist

Deb Ferdon said new con-

cepts and ways of thinking

were put into the curricu-

lum based on global science
needs. “The change is not
what they are learning, but
how they are learning,” said
Ferdon.

Teacher Jim Opelia said

students will experience sci-

entific phenomena before
being taught. “Everybody
loves a mystery and wants
to solve it,” he said.
Teacher Lorna Birkholtz
said students will be asked
to explain what they are
using with different kinds
of models, such as drawings
or other multi-media. “Kids
become problem solvers
and learn things at a deeper
level,” she said.
Elementary science
teacher Cathy Evans said
they will be focusing on

engineering and applica-

tion. “We will have hands-on
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engineering all the time,”

she said.
Ag science teacher Joe

Ramstad said the ag depart-

ment has always applied
what they are learning to
the real world. They will

start adding more chemis-

try and science standards
into their practical classes.

“Students love it,” Ram-

stad said about project and
inquiry-based learning. He
gave the example of the two
Staples-Motley students
who started a project in a
basic 9th grade ag course
and ended up with a second
place finish in this year’s
national FFA contest.

Construction delays

The board heard from
Troy Miller of LHB, the
company overseeing the
refurbishing projects at the

elementary and high school.

Miller said the projects were

delayed because of COVID-

19 roadblocks such as state
reviews being backed up
and people working from
home so they couldn’t visit

the sites. They are still wait-

ing on parts to complete the
high school projects.

Miller said the elemen-

tary school had boards in
the windows for most of the
summer because the plan
they had started didn’t meet
the state energy code, so

See SCHOOL on page 3a

Coping with Covid

Mary Moen, elementary music teacher

Since the Covid-19 pan-
demic hit Minnesota in the
spring of 2020, the coro-
navirus has continued to
affect everyone in some way
or another. In the coming
weeks and months, the Sta-
ples World will reach out to a
variety of people to find out
how they have been impacted
by Covid-19 and what they
are doing to cope with the sit-
uation.

Mary Moen, Staples-
Motley Elementary
music teacher

1. WHAT ARE THE BIGGEST
CHANGES YOU HAVE HAD TO MAKE
IN YOUR TEACHING APPROACH?

Not singing! Our curric-
ulum is a singing-based one.
Our music room is not big
enough to have the students
sit six feet apart, so even
with masks, we should not
sing. We spent some glori-
ous days outside this fall
(before and after the Octo-
ber snowstorms) singing
and playing games. This
was a great gift to all of us.

But now we are work-
ing on music reading skills
based on the songs we
learned outside. I recorded
the songs so we can hear
them, tap and read the beat
and rhythm. It is hard for all
of us not to sing along, but I
am doing my best to make it
fun and creative. There are
more and more resources
out there every day.

2. WHAT ARE SOME OF THE BIG=
GEST CHALLENGES YOU’VE FACED?

I really miss my com-
munity choirs. The Central
Minnesota Boys Choir and
Colla Voce Girl’s Choir are
a big part of my musical life
and of the members’ lives as

Serving Your Community for 131 Years.

Teaching music Creatlvely

Mary Moen, music teacher at Staples-Motley Ele
mentary School, teaches rhythm to one of her classes
Due to the pandemic, the students are not able to sing
so Moen has been focusing on teaching music reading

skills. (Submitted photo)

well. We want to be singing
and we want to be together

again. We are looking for-

ward to that day.

Teaching during Covid
is a challenge and planning
takes a lot more time since
the curriculum has to be
changed and lessons need

to be recreated. I am home
every night but evenings

See MOEN on page 10a
- o -
Compiled by
Dawn Timbs
- o -
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By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

Santa may not have been
able to stop by the Staples
Community Center this
year due to the pandemic,
but I've heard through the
grapevine that he’s still
taking requests.

With that in mind, this
just might be the year I'll
send a letter off to the
North Pole.

At the top of my ‘want’
list, aside from world peace
and a vaccine for Covid-19?
A canopy of trees lining
downtown Staples.

I love my hometown
and am proud of all we
have to offer...a wonderful
public library, great restau-
rants, a variety of retail
and service-oriented busi-
nesses, top-notch health
care, first-class schools, an
award-winning newspaper,
plus a one-of-a-kind opera
house built in 1907.

Wow. Pretty impressive
for a town of just under
3,000 residents.

However, in focusing
on the downtown district,
I can’t help but think how
much sweeter all of these
entities would be if there
were more trees adding
color, ambiance and beauty
to the streetscape. Not to
mention the shade they
provide in the summer and
their all-around positive
impact on the environment.

I was reminded of my
longing for more downtown
trees during a recent shop-
ping excursion to the twin
cities, helping my niece,

Added ambiace

Linnea, search for a wed-
ding dress. Our entourage
(which included my sisters
Andrea and Heather, our
mother Carmen; and of
course, the bride-to-be) trav-
eled to a few different bridal
shops that day, watching
Linnea try on numerous
white gowns. She looked
beautiful in all of them, but
after several hours had not
settled in on ‘the dress.’

Linnea was about to
call it a day, but we per-
suaded her to keep her final
appointment at ‘Brides
of France’ in the 50th and
France area of Minneapolis.

Jackpot.

Not only did she find the
perfect dress for her upcom-
ing June wedding, but the
entire experience at this
final stop far outweighed
the previous bridal store
visits.

It could have been the
lovely French music play-
ing throughout the store,
the special lighting, or the
knowledge and passion of
the store’s owner that made
such an impression on all
of us, and ultimately wooed
Linnea into happily holding
the ‘I said yes to the dress!
sign at this last store.

I also give credit to the
tree-lined streets for con-
vincing some weary shop-
pers to make just one more
stop. As tired as we had
become, even if Linnea
didn’t find her dream dress,
we looked forward to stroll-
ing the picturesque France
Avenue, bordered on the
east by Minneapolis and
the west by Edina. We even

One of the stops during one family’'s wedding dress
shopping excursion this past October was Brides of
France in Minneapolis. Pictured above, back row from
left are the bride-to-be Linnea Carlson and her mom, An-
drea (Schimpp) Carlson of Decorah, lowa; and Heather
(Schimpp) Thompson of Burnsville. In the forefront is
Linnea’s grandma, Carmen Schimpp of Staples. In addi-
tion to the charm inside the bridal shop, trees lining the
sidewalk added ambiance, helping create an all around
positive experience for the out-of-town shoppers. (Sta-
ples World photo by Dawn (Schimpp) Timbs)

RichIn
Vitamin C

FREE Shipping & 33% OFF

L) Mixed Fruit Medley

WAS $28.99

1-866-482-1031
Visit PittmanDavis.com/MN186

Only $19.99 (reg. $29:99), plus FREE Shipping * Satisfaction completely guaranteed. ) ‘
Order by December 17, 2020 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery. IC: PNVH-N186 /- man&luiis (=

* Free standard shipping to the 48 contiguous states.

INJURED AT WORK?
DISABILITY DENIED?

Contact Us Today
For Free Advice
Workers' Compensation

Long-Term Disability
Social Security Disability

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attorney

& FIELDS

FIRM

320-257-0231
www.GetFields.com

LAW

ventured into a couple of
other stores along the way,
making a purchase or two.

During our walk to
Brides of France, I mar-
veled at the trees that
appeared to be thriving
along both sides of the
street. Like trees that were
planted in the downtown
area of Staples a decade
ago, they were growing in
spaces carved out of the
sidewalk. I've been aware
of the challenges our city
employees have had in
keeping those particular
trees alive, and wondered
if they’d faced similar chal-
lenges in Edina?

Upon my return from our
girls’ trip, I called Bill Neu-
endorf, Economic Develop-
ment Manager for the City
of Edina, to ask some ques-
tions about their trees.

Neuendorf informed me
that the trees along France
Ave., on the Edina side at
least, had been planted in
the 1980s. He assumed this
to be the same for the Min-
neapolis trees across the
street.

His role, Neuendorf
continued, is to keep the
customer in mind, includ-
ing the customer’s experi-
ence as they visit Edina. It
makes shopping so much
more enjoyable when
there is streetscape, Neu-
endorf said. In addition
to the beauty and shade
the leaves offer during
the warmer months, the
city crews string lights on
the branches when winter
comes along. It helps
brighten spirits, especially
when the days are shorter,
he said.

Retailers don’t always
like the trees, Neuendorf
went on, noting that he’s
heard comments that they
block store signs and need
to be raked in the fall. “But,
who likes the trees? Their
customers,” he said.

They’ve learned some
lessons over the years, Neu-
endorf said. For starters,
they try not to plant all of
the same trees, in case a
disease strikes a particular
tree species, such as Dutch
Elm disease. That way, you
lose just a few of the trees
instead of the entire lot.

As they researched
which trees would work
best in their city, they dis-
covered that those with fin-
ger-like foliage won’t block
windows or clog storm
sewers.

“It’s always a struggle,”
Neuendorf said. He shared
that they recently had to
take four trees down due
to a variety of issues. Of
course budgets are tight,
but his department tries to
replace at least half of the
dead trees right away, or it
might not happen. “You've
got to do it right,” Neuen-
dorf said, stressing the
importance of removing
the stump of the former
tree. They’ve also learned
the importance of hiring
a professional arborist to
guide them through the
process.

Their city has also been
putting in raised planter
beds in their Market Street
area, Neuendorf shared,
adding that they contain
trees and native grasses.
These beds provide plenty
of room for the tree roots
to grow. The city’s also
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‘Goodbye’ 0 a few more trees

On a warm day in

early November, construc-

tion workers removed iron

grates that had once sur-

rounded trees in downtown
Staples and then filled in the
holes with cement. A total
of five grates were removed
that day, joining the grates
that had been removed the
previous year to be put in
storage somewhere.

City Administrator Jer-
el Nelsen said that after sev-

eral attempts to get trees to
grow in these areas, it was
determined that the city is
better off to eliminate the
grates. Nelsen went on to

say that the city plans to re- :

plant trees again at many of
the remaining locations next
spring. “We are exploring

some creative place-mak-

ing/public art options as
well,” Nelsen said.
The trees/grates were
initially planted as part of the
“turn-back” of old Highway
10”in 2010. (Staples World
photos by Dawn Timbs)

installed a sprinkler system
to ensure the trees in these
planters are well watered.

Neuendorf acknowl-
edged that smaller cities
such as Staples don’t have
the budget for many of
these items, or the luxury
of hiring a full-time main-
tenance person to look after
the trees, including raking
and shoveling around them
in the winter.

During our conversa-
tion, I shared with him that
throughout the past 10 years,
our city has attempted to
plant trees downtown, but
that it appears to be a con-
stant struggle. Concerted
efforts have been made by
the city to ensure we have
downtown trees, but many
have not survived.

Would it be beneficial
to organize a ‘Friends of
the Staples Trees’ organi-
zation that would commit
to helping water the trees?
Perhaps businesses could
adopt the tree that lives out-
side their shop?

Of course Neuendorf
could not answer those spe-
cific questions, but he did
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share that Edina may have
had a similar discussion in
years past. He went on to
share that their downtown
used to be the end of the
street car line in the 1940s.
When that changed, the
community had a desire to
keep a neighborhood feel,
while encouraging busi-
ness growth. In addition
to having successful busi-
nesses, one of the commu-
nity’s top desires was to
have a tree canopy along
their streets.

Neuendorf couldn’t say
for sure, but he doesn’t
doubt that the beautiful
trees have had a hand in
attracting shoppers (result-
ing in more revenue) to
their town.

I can’t help but believe
that could be true of my
hometown as well.

Last weekend I took
a stroll through Staples,
taking stock of our down-
town tree situation.

Along 2nd Ave., I counted
about 20 trees still growing.
There were 11 grates still
in place (minus the trees),
and 13 cement-filled spaces,

with both the grates and
trees removed. Along 4th
St. NE, six trees are still
thriving, three grates are
in place (minus the trees),
and six spaces which once
held trees and grates have
been filled in with cement.
In addition, there are sev-
eral trees planted in grassy
boulevards along 2nd Ave.
that have survived the past
decade.

I understand that these
are tough times for busi-
nesses and most (including
small-town newspapers)
are doing their best just to
stay afloat.

But, this is the season for
dreaming and miracles, so
why not dream big?

Hopefully my letter to
Santa will arrive by Christ-
mas, he’ll understand I've
tried to be more nice than
naughty all year, and maybe,
just maybe, I'll wake up
Christmas morning in time
to see his elves throwing
the final dirt covering onto
some new, glorious down-
town trees.

That would be a Merry
Christmas indeed.

Law enforcement
reports, Motley area

Recent reports from
the Motley Police Depart-
ment (MPD) and Morrison
County Sheriff’s Office
(MCSO) included the fol-
lowing:

Nov. 24 - The MPD issued
a speeding citation to Olli
Haho, 53.

Nov. 30 - The MPD issued
a speeding citation to Juan
Ortiz, 45.

Nov. 27 - The MCSO
received a call from a res-
ident at the 2000 block of
Pine View Blvd., Motley,
reporting suspicious shoe
tracks walking around
his neighbor’s yard.

The responding deputy
reported that it appeared
two suspects were casing
both places. There were
tracks from two suspects,
both of whom walked up
to the garage and cabin
doors numerous times. It
appeared that no entry had
been made.

Nov. 26 - The MCSO
assisted state patrol with
a crash at the intersection
of Hwy 10 and Hwy 210 in
Motley.

Nov. 25 - The MCSO
responded to an attempted
break-in at the 1000 block of
W. Shamineau Dr., Motley.

Thantks for neading
the Staples World!
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75 Years Aco - 1945

o Dec. 13, 1945 - Wednes-
day was a great day for Phil
Anderson of Staples, when
the formal opening of his
new store and modernistic
hardware store was held.

Doors were opened at
nine o’clock and long before
that time many people were
forming in line outside the
building to be the first to
gain admittance.

Up until noon Wednes-
day, hundreds of people had
passed through the doors on
which their tour of inspec-
tion and to make the pur-
chase of goods which they

'~ o ™~
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had been waiting for, for a
long time.

Many new articles were
on display at the store, many
of which have not been in
Staples since a short time
after the war was declared.

The store, in its entirety,
is one of the finest struc-
tures to be erected in Sta-
ples, and it is considered
by officials of the Marshall
Wells company to be one of
their outstanding stores in
the entire state. The place
lacks nothing in its modern
appearance. The color of
the inside of the store is in
pastel shades, and the soft
contrasting colors, com-
bined with the maple and
walnut fixtures, make up a
beauty that has never been
seen in this section of the
state.

o Dec. 13, 1945 - Dec. 1
found Joe H. Hollister and
Harry E. Peirce of Staples
taking over the manage-
ment of the feed store at the
corner of First Avenue and
Sixth in Staples, formerly
operated as the Severson
Hatchery, and more recently
operated as the Schultz Feed
Store.

Mr. Hollister and Mr.
Peirce need no introduction
to the people of Staples, and
they are well experienced
in the business which they
have recently purchased.
Last week the World carried
their opening advertise-
ment. The new concern is
known as The Staples Farm
Service Company. They will
be the official distributors
for the farm bureau prod-
ucts.

o Dec. 13, 1945 - There
is an old song “When the
Lights Come On Again, All
Over The World”, and this
might be adapted to Staples
street decoration for the hol-
iday season this year.

The lights came on again
Saturday evening of last
week in the business section,
the first time in three years
that the street decorations
have been put up here.

50 Years Aco - 1970

o Dec. 17, 1970 - The Sta-
ples Rotary Club selected
Steve Van Buren and
Curtis Neal as delegates
to represent Staples at the
14th Annual Model United
Nations Assembly to be held
in Winnipeg, Canada, April
16 and 17.

Both boys are seniors at
Staples high school. Steve is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Van Buren and Curt is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Neal.

o Dec. 17, 1970 - James
Hofer, vocational agricul-
ture instructor at Staples
high school, was unani-
mously elected president of
the Staples Chamber of
Commerce for 1971 at last
Thursday’s membership
meeting in the VEW. hall.

Hofer will assume the
presidency of the organiza-
tion Jan. 1. He will succeed
Lloyd G. Nelson.

Robert Rego, bookkeeper
for the Staples Public School
system, was re-elected for
another term as vice-presi-
dent. Also re-elected were
Noel Stendahl, secretary,
and James D. Randgaard,
treasurer.

°Dec. 17,1970 - Sheryl Sto-
erzinger, age 12, of Cushing
was the first place winner
in the Christmas Coloring
Contest sponsored by vari-
ous business firms in The
Staples World.

Miss Stoerzinger’s entry
from Time Jewelry was
judged as the number one
placing from a total of 659
entries in the contest. She
will receive $5 as her first
place prize.

Mystery photo

Hello readers. This week’s archive
photo is from our Dec. 17, 1970 edition.
Do you know who these people are and
perhaps the context of the photos? Email
your answers and where you are from

The second place winner
was the picture colored

from the ad of Huff Furni-

ture and was won by Lesley
Jones, age 10, of Motley. The
prize will be $3.

Twelve third place prizes
of $1 each were also awarded
by the panel of judges. The
winners, along with their
ages and the picture from
the sponsoring store are

as follows: Joanne Hagen-

son, 10, Staples, Anthony’s;
Brenda Frisk, 11, Motley,

Anderson Hardware; Rich-

ard Kaste, 10, Staples, Skaife
Drug; Robert John Wilmes,

8, Cushing, Peterson Fur-
niture; Michael Adami-

etz, 9, Staples, Perry’s Ben
Franklin; Barbara Case, 8,
Staples, Rexall Drug; Teresa
Greenwood, 5, Staples, Time
Jewelry; Anita R. Potter, 7,

Staples, Anderson Hard-

ware; Michael Szymkowiak,

8, Staples, Peterson Furni-
ture; Craig Wolhowe, 6, Sta-

ples, Huff Furniture; Jana
Metzler, 10, Staples, Edie’s
Cafe; Laurine Miller, 12,

Motley, Batcher’s Depart-

ment Store.

25 Years Aco - 1995

o Dec. 14, 1995 - It’s likely
to be a white Christmas,

according to one local pre-

diction. Close to ten inches
fell in or around Staples last
weekend in the first major
storm of the year.

°Dec. 14,1995 - A new and
improved X-ray machine is
now being used at Greater
Staples Hospital to provide
mammography exams.

o Dec. 14, 1995 - The Sta-

ples Motley high school bell
choir, under the direction of
John Wolak, performed at
the Mall of America - Mall
Entertainment Center in
Bloomington on Dec. 4. A
motor coach left the Staples
Community Center at 7 a.m.

to dtimbs@staplesworld.com by Friday
morning, or call 218-894-1112. The an-
swers will be published in next week’s
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Gavel/phot give away

‘Tis the season of giving, so we’ll solve the mystery
of this archive photo from Dec. 17, 1970, right off the
bat for you. According to the cutline, ‘James Hofer (left)
accepts the gavel from Lloyd Nelson (right), the retiring
president, at the close of last Thursday’s Chamber of
Commerce meeting. Robert Rego (center) was chosen
vice-president of the organization for the 1971 year.

Thelive concert was at 1 p.m.

o Dec. 14, 1995 - A young
Staples girl is pursuing a
dream of a lifetime. Jen-
nifer Tepley, a 15-year-old
aspiring actress and dancer,
earlier this fall auditioned
for a national talent scout
program.

Recently she learned
that she and 19 other young
people from the Minne-
apolis audition have been
invited to attend a week of
meetings with directors and

agents planning pilot pro-

grams for future seasons n
major television networks.
She’s set to spend the week
from Jan. 20 - 27 in the Los
Angeles area, hoping for the
break that will jumpstart a
career.

10 Years Aco - 2010
o Dec. 16, 2010 - With the

- 73 season.

Members of the title winning team,
with their trophies, are front row, from
left: Marion Edwards, Elaine Adamek
and Lanetta Engel. Back row, from left:
Elaine Brauch, Mary Scharf and Twy

Japke.

Japke Decorating won the first half
of the bowling play and the Hopefuls
won the second half, resulting in the
playoff series, which was won by Japke
Decorating, 1941 to 1812. Lanetta En-
gel had the high individual game in this
series, 189, and she also had the high

individual series, 506.

Mystery solved

Last week’s mystery photo, pub-
lished in the April 19, 1973 edition of
the Staples World, featured the Japke
Decorating bowling team - the cham-
pions of the Monday Twilight Bowling
League at Hi-Way Lanes for the 1972

Cardinal mascot watching

from its spot on the floor,
Staples Motley basketball
players and wrestlers com-
memorated their new gym
floor with a ribbon cutting
on Dec. 11.

o Dec. 16, 2010 - The Sta-
ples Motley National Honor
Society held an induction
ceremony for 19 new mem-
bers on Dec. 8, at Centennial
Auditorium.

The seniors inducted
included Chandler Trout,
Kelli Roline, Derek DeYonge,
Emily Fuhrman, Emma
Koskiniemi, Brianna
Granby, Andrea Koskiniemi,
Erik Nelson, Tanner Rob-
erts, Autumn Murray, Hallie
Olsen and Zac Israelson.

The juniors inducted
included Sarah Paske-
witz, Jaci Jeziorski, Tayler
Klimek, Allissa Joy Smith,
Jon Nypan, Lynnea Iverson
and Terra Weyer.

Bob Sorenson of Staples cor-
rectly identified Elaine Brauch, Lan-
etta Engel and Twy Japke. A Staples
native, Bob shared that his mother,
DeEtta Sorenson, was an avid bowler
and most likely bowled with these

women at some point. Former Staples

resident Bev (Kirk) Maybon, now of
Baxter, correctly identified her aunt,
Elaine Brauch, as well as Twy Japke
and Lanetta Engel. “It brought a smile
to my face to see her picture in the

paper,” she said of her aunt. Bev also

mentioned that the trophies were most
likely from a bowling league in Staples.
Mary Sperley of Staples correctly iden-
tified Brauch, Scharf, Engel and Japke;
and Judy Wolak of Staples correctly
identified Engel. Thanks for participat-
ing in our Mystery Photo.

SCHOOL continued from page 1a

Digital lab open for students

they had to redesign the project.

In other news, the board

o Approved resignation of Randy Espe, custodian.

o Approved hiring of Tad Freeman, custodian.

o Approved personal leave absence of Mark Carlson
as head wrestling coach. Carlson stated the reason was
COVID-19 related changes at his work. Carlson said he
will return the following season.

o Heard from administration about COVID-19 changes,
including the digital labs set up for students every day at
the high school library. Students who do not have access
to internet are invited to come to the labs.

Staples
report

On Nov. 23, Staples Police
stopped a vehicle for no
brake light and failure to
signal turn. After investiga-
tion, police arrested Logan
Atkinson, 25, of Little Falls,
for warrants and giving a
false name.

On Nov. 23, Staples Police
received a report of a vehi-
cle that was trying to drive
another vehicle off the
road. Police spoke with the
victim who stated that she
was run off the road by her
husband’s uncle. Police are
investigating.

On Nov. 24, Staples
Police received a report of
a two vehicle accident at
the intersection of Dakota
Ave. SW and 3rd Street SW.
A garbage truck had pulled
out in front of a SUV. The
driver of the SUV was com-
plaining of neck pain and
was transported by Staples
Ambulance to Lakewood
emergency room. No other
injuries were reported.
Scott’s Southtown also
assisted.

On Now. 25, Staples Police
were called to the 300 block
of 3rd St. NE for a subject
making suicidal comments.
The subject was trans-
ported to the hospital for a
mental health evaluation.

On Nov. 25, Staples Police
responded to a report of
suspicious activity. Police
found a party who resides
at a group home was having
paranoid hallucinations.

On Nov. 25, Staples Police
received a report of suspi-
cious people in Ace Hard-

Police

ware. Police arrived and
located two people who
stated they were homeless
and changing clothes.

On Nov. 25, Staples Police
received a report that a
subject attempted to pass
a counterfeit bill at Burger
King. An employee noticed
the bill and did not accept it.

On Nov. 27, Staples Police
responded to the intersec-
tion of 12th St. NE and
Michigan Ave. for a report
of a one vehicle accident. A
vehicle drove into the gate
that is across the City of
Staples lot, causing damage
to the car.

On Nov. 28, Staples Police
assisted Todd County Sher-
iff’s Office with a vehicle in
the ditch at the intersection
of County Road 7 and 470th
St. Todd County Deputy
arrested the driver, Claudia
Pederson, 59, for DWI.

On Nov. 28, Staples Police
assisted a female with find-
ing a ride to the women’s
shelter in Brainerd.

On Nov. 28, Staples Police
received a report of a theft
of a Frosty the Snowman
Christmas decoration from
the 400 block of 4th Street
NE. The public is asked to
contact the police depart-
ment with any information
regarding the incident.

On Nov. 28, Staples Police
were notified of a needle
lying at the intersection of
Warner Road NE and 8th
Street NE. Police picked up
the needle and disposed of
it properly.

CLC closing
campuses to
the public

In light of ongoing
efforts to mitigate the

spread of COVID-19, Cen-
tral Lakes College cam-

puses will be closed to the
public through the end of
December.

The rise in community
spread numbers in our
region over the past few

weeks adds further empha-
sis to the need to be vigi-

lant about safety-minded

behaviors and interactions.

Even though CLC has

not experienced signif-
icant transmission on its
campuses, the College is
committed to taking all
necessary steps to protect
the health and safety of
our students, employees
and the public.

Buildings will be closed
to the public, including
walkers. Access will be
limited to CLC employees,
students, CLC partners
and those accessing our
partner organizations.
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An unforgettable Christmas in Staples

By Mike Holst

I dreamed a dream the other night that
this year for Christmas, I could just go back
and relive one of the 79 Christmases I have

experienced in my life, instead of creat-

ing another one. Although most of them
are lost to memory, a few of them are still
there in my meandering thoughts. I can
remember my wife’s last Christmas before
she passed. I remember the year after our

mother passed, six days before Christmas.

Iremember Christmas’s when you couldn’t
see the tree for the presents. Kids parties
at the fire station, when Santa came on the

ladder truck. But my most precious Christ-

mas was when I was about six or seven
years old.

That year, 1947, my parents and my three
brothers and I were living in an apartment
fashioned out of the attic, of an old house

in Staples Minnesota. My dad worked in
an ice cream shop up town. A job today
that would be more appropriate for a high
school kid, trying to make some spending
money. The war was just over and there
were no other jobs to be had.

Somewhere, Dad had found a Christmas
tree and he’d hauled it up into our cramped
living space and Mom decorated it with
paper cut outs and popcorn strung into gar-
lands. She even made an angel for the top.
There was a string of bubble lights that dad
would light for a few minutes each night
and then quickly shut them off so they
didn’t burn out. If one burned out, they all
went out and he had no extras. Then came
Christmas Eve and we gathered around the
tree and the bubble lights stayed on at last.
There was nothing under the tree. We sat
there while Dad read the Christmas story
from his bible and then he got up and went

outside and came in with a red sled. It was

obvious, it was a used sled that he had re-
painted. The kind with the metal runners.

I remember Dad trying to be happy and
festive and I remember Mom hanging her
head and crying softly while she nursed
the baby. Maybe it was the simplicity of it
all and maybe it was just the humbleness
of that Christmas Eve, that I can’t forget.
Christmas has never been about things
for me. It has been about people. Suffering
is always more easily tolerated when it is
shared suffering. Happiness also is meant
to be shared and the one ingredient, that
one common denominator, that enhances
happiness and tempers grief is love and
that Christmas night was all about love and
not any tangible things. Of the six players
on that Christmas Eve that night way back
then, only three remain. We have all had
wonderful lives. I for one am so grateful for

the life I have had, the family I shared and
the family I fostered and I'm so privileged
to be a part of all of it. So grateful for the
three family members that were there that
night that have since passed on and the
indelible memories I have of them. But the
thing that makes me the happiest is just the
fact that I remember that distant Christ-
mas Eve, like it was last Christmas Eve.
Something happened there that night that
simply made it so unforgettable to me and
I think I know now what it was and I hope I
never forget why.

That house still stands in Staples and
every time I drive through town, I get a
flash back to that winter night. I wish I
could drive back there on a quiet Christ-
mas Eve and just park outside of it and let
the feelings wash over me once more. May-
be I could even bring some bubble lights.

Note to readers: send
your complaints to us

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

The newspaper is a pub-
lic forum. As such, we like
for our readers to submit
story ideas, photos, opin-
ions and reactions every
week.

Unlike social media, the
newspaper screens out hate
speech, false information,
and unfair personal attacks.
That is why we consider
this a true public forum,
because we are vigilant in
making sure the conversa-
tion is civil and fair.

Recently, a completely
non-controversial opinion
became a problem when
someone took it the wrong
way and wrote an anony-
mous letter about it. Only it
wasn’t to the newspaper, it
was to the home of the per-
son who submitted the story
to our newspaper.

If someone has the cour-
age to write to a public fo-
rum that is available for ev-

eryone to see, they deserve
the courtesy of having it
answered in the same pub-
lic forum. To hide behind
an anonymous letter or to
post derogatory comments

on social media is the oppo-

site of courage. If you can’t
put your name behind your
opinion in a public forum,
perhaps you should re-think
your opinion.

This newspaper has plen-

ty of room for stories from
anyone in the community.
As long as it is reasonable,
newsworthy and seems
based on fact, we will print
it. But the letter that was
sent to our contributor did

not advance the conversa-

tion, instead it was petty

and selfish. We likely would
not have printed it, but we
would have asked them to
take out the disparaging
comments and edit the let-
ter so they could be proud to
put their name on it.

We are happy that our
readers are passionate
about our community. That

is why we provide this pub-

lic forum, so locals can help
us describe the hopes and
dreams of the community.

But we like to keep the con-

versation civil and we like
to keep it in the public. So
please send any complaints
you have to the newspaper,
which will help advance the
community, rather than tear
it down.

Quote of the week

“One kind word can warm
three winter months.”
— Japanese Proverb

Minnesota is number one
in voter turnout, again

By Steve Simon
Minnesota Secretary of State

We did it!

For the third election
in a row, Minnesota is #1
in America in voter turn-
out. When I first became
Secretary of State after the
2014 election, Minnesota
was #6 in the nation. But
in 2016, 2018, and now 2020
we claimed the top spot. At
79.96% of eligible voters,
our 2020 turnout was not
only the best in the country;,
but the highest in Minneso-
ta since 1956.

Getting to #1 in 2020 was
particularly challenging.
The spread of COVID-19
meant that we had to admin-
ister a statewide election

with public health in mind.
We strongly urged people to
consider voting from home,
and they responded in re-
cord numbers. Of the near-
ly 3.3 million people who
voted this year, 58% voted
early - mostly by mail. And
thanks to a lot of hard work
and planning, Minnesota
had plenty of poll workers,
ample PPE to make polling
places safe, no conflicts or
violence near polling sites,
and no credible reports of
voter misconduct.

The success of Minne-
sota’s 2020 election belongs
to many people throughout
the state. Voters adapted,
and election administra-
tors in counties and cities
everywhere put in heroic

~

City of Staples, Staples-Motley School District,
Freshwater Education District and Todd County.
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efforts despite significant
barriers. The result makes
Minnesota a model for the
nation once again.

I like to say I'm in “the
democracy business.” Busi-
ness boomed this year - de-
spite the pressures of a
once-in-a-century pandem-
ic.

Thanks to you for hav-
ing my back during a time
when I and other Secretar-
ies of State were under in-
tense scrutiny - and were
sometimes the target of
attacks and lies from those
who seemed committed to
undermining confidence in
our election system. The
critics lost. Minnesota’s
democracy won. I'm truly
grateful.

oo

Letters to the Editor
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Make
customers
safe

After spending the week-
end with my mother in Mot-

ley, Sunday morning I said
to myself “I need to get out
of this town before it Kkills

me”. Maskless employees.
Barely-masked employees.

Maskless customers.

I like to support local
businesses in Staples and
Motley. The grocery stores,
the hardware stores, the
drug store, take-out at the
restaurants. But if I don’t

feel safe entering an estab-

lishment, I'm not going in.
If it doesn’t seem safe for
my 86 year old mother and
me, we won't be shopping

there. Do some of the resi-

O

dents and businesses need
to see two full pages of obit-
uaries in the Staples World
before they start taking this
pandemic seriously?

All T know is I left for
home full of frustration,
fear and tears.

Pam Peterson Carlson
Eagan, Minn

Ice anglers: patience

No one will argue that
patience is a virtue. But it
can be a difficult virtue to
practice. If you’re an angler
waiting for safe ice to form
on your favorite Minnesota
lakes, there’s no telling how
virtuous you will be by the
time you’re able to shuffle
cautiously from shore to
bore the first holes of the
ice fishing season. Transla-
tion: it could be a while on

the bigger lakes.

There
have al- - o=
ready been Inside the
several Outdoors
significant _

snowfall
events, and
enough |
cold to
freeze[§
small or

shallow
wetlands
and end the
season for &

most duck Mike Rahn
hunters.
But it will -0~

take more patience—and
persistent deep cold—be-
fore we have safe ice for
angling, at least on larger
waters. Skiers and snowmo-
bilers can have instant grat-
ification with a substantial
snow event. But solid, safe
ice does not form overnight.
Ice anglers who value their
vehicles and their gear—not
to mention their lives—will
have to wait out weather’s
whims.

That process has begun,
however—even on the large
lakes—which have been
gradually cooling as dai-
ly high and overnight low
temperatures have steadily
declined. Some sheltered
bays on them are beginning
to “make ice,” something I
confirmed when I ventured
out for one last duck hunt
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on this past and final week-
end of the season in the cen-
tral hunting zone.

The prospects for ducks
are not the best on a typi-
cal “fish lake.” But there is
always the possibility that
a few late migrators might
be found on the only open
water available, such as this
lake of nearly 3,000 acres. If
nothing else, it would serve
as a final salute to a favor-
ite pastime for another 10
months.

The shallow bay that I
aimed for—sheltered by a
long point of cattails and
bulrushes—was most-
ly ice-covered, so I set out
my decoys on the point’s
open water side. The only
waterfowl to be drawn to
my spread of counterfeit
plastic ducks during those
several hours were small
groups of swans—not legal
targets—at about the lim-
it of my effective shooting
range; if only they had been
goldeneyes, or late migrat-
ing bluebills.

I did hear “ice music,”
though, as new ice form-
ing in the lake-rimming
vegetation would rise and
fall with the passage of an
occasional wave generated
far in the distance by one
of the few anglers who had
braved the elements on this
last weekend in Novem-
ber. A gently rising wave
would break the fragile, mi-
croscope-slide-thin surface
into innumerable tiny ice
plates, each one grating
against those nearby to gen-
erate the peculiar rustling
sound that few have the op-
portunity to hear. Motoring
back to the public landing
in the gathering dusk, I also
heard an occasional grat-
ing against the hull as it
split a patch of floating ice
that had detached from the
shoreline.

However one feels about
the science of climate
change—and importantly,
what man’s role in it might
be—data that is being re-
corded can’t be easily rea-
soned away. One of these
data points is the timing
of when lake ice forms—
some call it “ice-in”—which
we know is a function of
weather patterns, and thus
of climate.

The National Snow and
Ice Data Center maintains
a database with ice-in and
ice-out date observations on
more than 700 bodies of wa-
ter in the Northern Hemi-
sphere. There are 14 lakes
in the U.S. with the longest
and most complete records
of such observations, and
these are located in Minne-
sota, Wisconsin, New York
and Maine.

Most graphs show ups
and downs, rather than a
straight line, which in the
case of ice-in dates reflects
variations from one winter
to the next. What matters,
however, is the trend, the be-
ginning and ending points
on such a long-term graph.

Over the last 110 years, ice-
in dates have moved an av-
erage of one day to one-and-
one-half days later with
each decade. This means
that the average ice-in date
for a representative lake is
at least 11 days—and maybe
half again more—later than
it was in 1910.

Well-known and
much-published naturalist
Jim Gilbert recently wrote
that he’s been recording the
dates when ice forms on sev-
eral lakes at strategic points
in the state. For Lake Bem-
idji, for example, in 1991 he
recorded an ice-in date of
November 4th, while in 2019
ice-in was recorded on De-
cember 3rd. Lake Waconia,
just west of the Twin Cities,
had a 1991 ice-in date of No-
vember 7th, and in 2019 it
was December 2nd.

In addition to air tem-
perature, the intensity of
wind, and even cloud cov-
er, can affect a lake’s ice-
in, which most consider to
be the time when 90% of a
lake’s surface is ice-covered.
But wind, cloud cover, and
other minor variables alone
or in combination can’t ex-
plain ice-in date variability
of such magnitude.

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
(DNR) will tell you that “ice
is never 100% safe.” That’s
not just good risk manage-
ment to deflect frivolous
lawsuits against the agency,
but is true. Such things as
pressure ridges that frac-
ture the ice surface, and un-
derwater currents that can
weaken ice in a very specific
area, are among the reasons
for this conservative stance.

That said, the DNR does
offer general advice to those
who will inevitably venture
out on early ice. The DNR
recommends checking ice
thickness yourself as you
venture out, using either a
spear-like ice chisel, an au-
ger, or even a cordless elec-
tric drill equipped with an
auger-type wood-boring bit.
Four inches of new, clear ice
is considered the minimum
for walk-out ice fishing, 5-7
inches for a snowmobile
or all-terrain vehicle, 8-12
inches for an average car or
mini pickup, and 12-15 inch-
es for a full-size pickup.

Needless to say, the first
anglers who can safely get
onto the ice are those that
fish either without a shelter,
or inside a lightweight por-
table. Those who fish amid
all the comforts of home in
a large pull-behind shelter—
the kind that doubles as a
camping trailer—will obvi-
ously have to wait.

Beyond our need for pa-
tience, we’ll all be hoping
that we don’t have a repeat
of 2019, when heavy snow
fell on early ice before a
deep, safe ice layer could
form, making on-ice travel
a nightmare for many. All
the patience in the world
may not be a cure for that.
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1,000 books read

Greyson Winter, above, recently completed the

1,000 Books Before Kindergarten program at the Sta-

ples Public Library. Friends of the Library member Judy
Wolak, presented Greyson with his certificate. He chose
the book “A Perfect Day” and matching stuffed bear.

The reading program at the Staples Library is on-

going. Parents/ caregivers can visit the library to sign up
their child at any time. The program ends when the child

reaches 1,000 books or enters kindergarten. At registra-

tion each child receives a canvas book bag and record
book. Reading can also be recorded with the Beanstack
App. For each 100 books read to them, the child can
pick out a coloful ducky; upon completion of reading
1,000 books, each child receives a hardcover book and

matching stuffed animal.

The 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten is a reading
program designed to increase the awarenss of early
literacy and encourage parents to embrace their role as
their child's first teacher. The goal is to have parents and
caregivers read to their child from the time they are born

until they begin school and beyond. The program is spon-

sored by the Staples Friends of the Library. (Submitted

photo)

Motley Area Food Shelf

hours

The Motley Area Food
Shelf will be closed the
week of Christmas.

They will be open with
their regular hours on

Thursday, Dec. 31, from 9
a.m. - noon, including the
evening hours from 6 - 8 p.m.
If you need further assis-
tance, call 218-352-6344.
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Mark Xour Calendar

December 16

ST1aPLES ALL VETERANS AND
CommunITY PARK ASSOCIATION
will hold its monthly board
meeting using the virtual
system of communication

O

on Wednesday, Dec. 16, be-
ginning at 5:30 p.m. The
public is invited to attend.
If you would like to join the
board meeting, call Bob Ha-
mann at 218-894-3139 for de-
tails on how to connect.

‘Santa is ‘\A/aiting
for YOUR Lett

we'll publ|sh your letter in the Dec.
23 issue of the Staples World.

By Dec. 15,

5, drop your letter in ouk
drop box (located by the front
door) at 224 4th St. NE, Staples,
or mail it to us at
PO Box 100, Staples, MN 56479 ) )

Then well send your letfer on fo
/

Steve’s Auto Salvage

& G&L Service

oTires (New & Used)
eTubes *Belts
-60 Tires *Bulbs *Qil *Anfifreeze
eUsed Auto Parts

Newspaper deadline for copy
and advertising: 12 noon Fridays

DEADLINES

PR-O]ECT PROVIDED BY:
STAPLES AREA

22 Men’s Chorus

L1sten any) time,
free. Play the audio
tbvouggout your
holiday season.

Wednesday, December 9, 2020 5 a

Clvvictmas
Music Reledase

D1g1tal recordings featuring choral music by

cho1rs, chorus and local artists available free to listen to.

Playlist includes about 2 dozen pieces,
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featuring past Community Christmas Concerts and more.
Access the link through the Staples Area Men’s Chorus
website (Music, Playlist) or find it on their YouTube channel.

www.staplesmen.org
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Staples Alliance
1512 8th St. NE, Staples.........218-894-2891
Associate Pastor Zach Jones

Sunday Worship...........cccooeeeecec.ee. 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School ......oooveescerrrren 11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

AWANA. ...coorieeereeressnssnseens 6:00 p.m.
Assembly of God

914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples........... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles
Small Groups (Bible classes
for all ages) .......ooovccvressrrrrreens 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service............ 10:30 a.m.
Children's Church (Kids start in main
worship service)
Prayer Meeting
WEDNESDAY
Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples............ 218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
Bible School (youth and adult).....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship........cccccccoeeeeeee. 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
Teen Youth/Adulis Bible Study.......7-8 p.m.

First Congregational Church,

ucc

firstcongouccstaples@gmail.com

204 5th St. NE, Staples.... 218-894-2571
Worship.....oooccoocceereeerreeecsnrrnen 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship, refreshments following service

Faith Lutheran

430 12th Street. NE., Staples.....218-894-1546
Pastor: Carl Larson

Associate Pastor: Carleton Smee

Sunday Worship Service............... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School and
Coffee Fellowship........c..cccoooooe 10:05 a.m.

Sacred Heart Church

310 4th St. NE, Staples

ChUTCh.....oooereeeeeeee e 218-894-2296

Pastor Fr. Gabriel Walz

Youth and Young Adult Ministry

Coordinator:

Monica J. Simmons...... 218-414-0081 cell/text

MASS:
Thursday and Friday.
Saturday
Sunday

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples

218-894-0033
Saturday Worship .......ooooccccceenee 10:45 am.
Sabbath School.......cvvvrreerrrrnees 9:30 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples.......... 218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
Sunday Worship....ee..ooecccccervee 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples............ 218-894-2372
Rev. Robin Collins
Sunday Divine Service .................. 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School & Bible Class.......10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples.............. 218-894-2248
Pastor Greg Leslie
Sunday Worship.........ccccccccrrre. 10:30 a.m.
(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)
Sunday School (for grades K-12 and adults)
........................................... 9:15-10:15 a.m.

Aldrich

Balsamlund Lutheran

19550 490th Street, Aldrich

Eric Clapp.......oooccccvvreesnn 701-261 2394 (cell)
Sunday Worship
Sunday School

Cushing

Bethany Lutheran

25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN

320-749-2140

Pastor Carl Larson

Associate Pastor: Carleton Smee

www.bethanylutherancushing.org
Sunday Worship........cccccccccevrree 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School and
Coffee Fellowship...
Pancake Breakfast.
2nd Sunday, each m

Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. -
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
Community Life Pastor: Jim Brown
Associate Pastor/Youth Joe Reigstad
SUNDAY

Church Worship Gathering.......... 10 00 a.m.

12 p.m.

Facebook Live................. 0:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ........................... 10 00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Praise & Prayer ...................cccoee. 6:30 p.m.
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes.................... 320-749-2583
Sunday School .. ..9:30 a.m.
Worship......occiereeeeeeeerreessseennnnns 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study ......vveveeser e 7:30 p.m.
Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .........ooovveccecrrrreereeesinnns 218-397-2470

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament
Sunday Worship
January - July
July - January

Maple Hill Lutheran

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament

Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
Worship and Sunday School.......... 9:00 a.m;

Motley

Motley Free Methodist
33 Wellwood St. E
Motley 56466....................oocc... 218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Charles Mallory, Associate Pastor
Sunday Worship.............. 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.

facebook live............oveveeeccccrrrereerene 9am.
WEDNESDAY

Youth Group .......eeeeveveeccseees 6:00-7:30 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley.............. 218-352-6399

Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday School and Bible Class......8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship..........ocooeccccveen 9:30 a.m.

St. Michael
Ist St. and Birch, Motley ............ 218-894-2296
Pastor Fr. Gabriel Walz

MASS:
Tuesday :
Wednesday.. ..8:30 a.m..
Saturday ...7:00 p.m.
Sunday. ..10:30 a.m.

United Methodist

847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley.....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie

www.motleyumc.net

Sunday Worship Service................ 9:00 a.m.
Monday AA meeting.............oc..... 8:00 p.m.
Oylen

Oylen Alliance

Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore

Sunday School ......oovveecccccrrre 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship.........occcccecveer. 11:00 a.m
Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
Sunday Worship..........ooccccccvveene 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School .......oovvreersccerrree 8:30 a.m.
Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 fo Cty. 104.
h

218-746-3839

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager

Pastor Jake Anderson

218-746-3768

wrious@fhepillager.com
Worship Gathering ..................... 10:00 a.m.
Connection Point.........cccoooseemernc.. 9:30 a.m.

Check with your church to be
up-to-date on
service options. Many offer
remote services.

Hewitt

Church of the Nazarene

114 Front Street, P.0. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028

Pastor Wayne Hoffert
Sunday School ......oocccccccrrrrrrrree 9:30 a.m
Sunday Worship.... 10:45 a.m./6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER...................... 7:00 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church
(LCMS)

524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
Sunday Worship.........oooccccecrre 10:30 a.m.

United Methodist Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
Sunday Services
Sunday School

....... 10:30 a.m.
......... 9:30 a.m.

Verndale

Verndale Alliance

109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481

218-445-5619

Senior Pastor Tony Stanley

Heath Belknap, Pastor of Student Ministries
Sunday Worship..........cccccccorrerre. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses

11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church

402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568

VerndaleFLC@gmail.com

Pastor Amos Self .................... 218-371-7189

Childrens' Pastor Kenneth Kjeldergaard
SUNDAY
Sunday School
Worship Service ....
Prayer Meeting
WEDNESDAY
Night Life Groups ..............oc..... 6:30-8 p.m.

......... 8:30 a.m.
..10:00 a.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore

Sunday Worship.........occccccereeerr. 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School ..........ooovercccenn. 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

Family Night ....oooeoeccccerveeeeeeenes 5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St. PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship..........cccccceoreerree 9:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study..........coovrresssierrrrrrrs 6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
Sunday Worship........ooooccccervveeree 9:00 a.m.

Central United Methodist

5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)

Pastor Chuck Horsager, 218-639-4225
Sunday Worship .9:00 a.m.
Sunday School........ ... 10:30 a.m.

Leaf River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6

Info. 218-837-5690 .. Open by arrangement

The Holy Spirit: The

The Holy Spirit: The Spirit of Your Father

“But when they deliver you up, do not worry about
how or what you should speak. For it will be given
to you in that hour what you should speak; for it is
not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who
speaks in you.” --Matthew 10:19-20

Just as you have a spirit that is the intrinsic nature
of who you are, so the Spirit of your Father in Heav-
en has the same nature as the heavenly Father,
yet is a separate person from the Father. The Holy
Spirit is the third Person of the Godhead and is the
Spirit of the Father. The Father sends the Holy Spirit
to do His work. When you are persecuted, the Holy
Spirit will indwell you to help you. When you don’t
know what to say to your oppressors, the Holy Spirit
will speak through you. The Spirit of your Father will
give you “in that hour what you should speak” (Mat-

thew 10:19).
m )

Spirit of your Father

Holy Spirit, I trust You to help me in my hour of
trial. Help me to glorify the Father in all that | endure.

The Holy Spirit was sent by the Father to give you
boldness to speak when people reject your testimo-
ny. He will give you wisdom to know what to say and
when to say it. At times, He will give you soft words
that turn away wrath (Proverbs 15:1) and, at other
times, stinging words to convict of sin. But most of
all, He will give you convincing words that will sink
deep in the hearts of your listeners. The Holy Spirit
will not speak of Himself; He will glorify Christ (John

16:13).

Holy Spirit, fill my life with Your presence. Put
words in my mouth that | need to speak, and use my
testimony for Your glory. Amen.

Go Deeper: Matthew 10:5-42. The Holy Spirit will
give you what to say when you are persecuted for

your faith.

B
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Longbella Drug Store Ernie’s Food Market Staples Veterinary Mid-Central Federal
"The Prescription Store" e } ; ) Clinic Savings Bank
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Staples World

Donald
Niemann

Donald “Don” Niemann,
88, of Staples, passed away
peacefully at his home on
November 22, 2020.

Services for Don will be
held at a later date.

Donal Gustave Niemann
was born July 27, 1932 to
Gust A. Niemann and Eliz-
abeth M. (Korsten) in Little
Falls. He married Barbara
A. Myers in Long Prairie on
April 12, 1952.

Donald served his coun-
try from 1949-1953 in the U.S.
Marines and from 1956-1960
in the U.S. Air Force. Don
worked for Honeywell for
ten years, with the United
States Post Office for ten
years and 20 years with Nie-
mann’s Sewing Company.

He will be forever remem-
bered by his wife of 68
years, Barbara; six daugh-
ters, Terri (Dan) Butler of
Piney Flatts, TN, AnnalL-
isa (Howard) Dunham of
Clear Lake, Loni Kay Nie-
mann of Motley, Shari Nie-
mann of Fargo, ND, Tami
(Bruce) Brotherton of
Motley, Lori (Jeff) Dagle of
East Bethel; one son, Robert
(Brenda) Niemann of Ando-
ver; 24 grandchildren; 16
great-grandchildren; two
sisters, Dixe DeMaio and
Doris Janssen.

Donald is preceded in
death by his parents; one
brother, Dennis; two sisters,
Dianna Olson and Delores
Beeson and son-in-law,
Robert Lidtke.

“Always A Marine”
Semper Fi.

Arrangements by Taylor
Funeral Home, Staples.
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Needing/Wanting a )

Granite Memorial
FOR YOUR FAMILY?

I can help!
Diane M.
Hahn

26 years serving
our area!

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685
or 218-640-2341

2N9IMSS

Gerald O’Keefe

Gerald “Jerry” Dennis
O’Keefe, 86, of Staples
passed away November 30,
2020 at his home.

A Mass of Christian
Burial will be held Dec. 12
at 11 a.m. at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in Staples.
Visitation will be held one
hour prior.

Interment will be at the
Minnesota State Veterans
Cemetery.

Gerald was born to Sher-
idan and Regina O’Keefe
on January 21, 1933 in St.
Cloud. Growing up, he spent
an immeasurable amount
of time working at Carl’s
Grocery on the East Side,
and a proud and magnifi-
cent existence at the local
granite quarry swimming
holes. Jerry graduated from
St. Cloud Tech High School,
Class of 1951. He enlisted in
the U.S. Army in 1953, where
he trained with the infantry
in the medical and commu-
nications unit as a wiring
and technical specialist
until his discharge in 1955.
Jerry and Mary Ann Reh
were married in St. Cloud
August 20, 1955, where he
worked as a lineman for
Northwestern Bell from
1955-57. That year led to a
Northwestern Bell trans-
fer opportunity when the
couple moved to Staples and
the beginning of a growing
family. Jerry worked for Ma
Bell/AT&T for 32 years until
his retirement in 1989. After
a brief retirement, Jerry
started his own company,
O’Keefe Communications
in 1989 and later was joined
by his son, Steven, until Jer-
ry’s retirement in 1995.

Jerry was an avid
member of the Staples
Lions Club, Sacred Heart
Catholic Church, The
Knights of Columbus, The
American Legion and 37
years as an ardent member
of the Staples Volunteer
Fire Department. Jerry
loved the outdoors, fishing,
duck and deer hunting and
watching his children and
grandchildren’s sporting
events and competitions.

Jerry is survived by
his life-long partner and
adored wife, Mary Ann
O’Keefe; one brother, Tom
O’Keefe; two sisters, Col-
leen (Darrell) Tilleskjor
and Cheryl Sjodin; two
sons, Timothy O’Keefe and
Steven (Melanie) O’Keefe;

(Santa is “Whiting
or YOUR Letter

We'll publish your letter in the Dec.
23 issue of the Staples World.

(By Dec. 15, drop your letter in our
drop box (located by the front
door) at 224 4th St. NE, Staples,
or mail it to us at
kPO Box 100, Staples, MN 56479j

Then we'll send your letfer on fo

/

four daughters, Therese
(Charles) Butenhoff, Col-
leen (Chris) Mayhew, Mary
(Rob) Schreiber and Kath-
leen (William) Johnson; 17
grandchildren, Stephanie
(PJ) O’Keefe, Heidi (Steve)
Pieri, Emily (Tony) Walker,
Michael O’Keefe, Kevin
(Amber) O’Keefe, Maggie
(Seth) Auger, Ashley (Sean)
Adams, Connor (Mandy)
Butenhoff, Maren Buten-
hoff, Ben Mayhew, Sam
Mayhew, Claire Mayhew,
Cullen Schreiber, Emma
Schreiber, Will Johnson,
Hope Johnson, and Rose
Johnson; 10 great-grandchil-
dren, Audrey, Addie, Owen,
Macy, Nash, Brooke, Molly,
Norah, Charlie and Hattie.

Jerry is preceded in death
by his parents; one brother,
Joseph O’Keefe; one sister,
Mary Braucht; four broth-
ers in law, Don Braucht,
Charles Reh, Jerome Reh
and Frederick Reh.

Jerry will be fondly
remembered by many
friends and family who will
miss his laugh, stories of
friends, adventures, limer-
icks and his unwavering
respect for the diversities
of our American slang and
dialect. It is for certain that
upon Jerry’s arrival at the
Pearly Gates he approached
St. Peter with a handshake
and said “you from around
here?” When he was greeted
by Mother Mary at the holy
table he responded, “uh...
say... you don’t mind if I ask
questions, do you?” And we
know for sure that heaven is
little more noisy; and if we
listen closely we can hear
the saints echo back Jerry’s
harkening call of “eee-eye-
eee-eye-eee-eye-oh!”

Funeral arrangements
are by Brenny Family
Funeral Chapel, Staples.
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Gordon
Sampson

Gordon Sampson, 84
of Motley, passed away
November 26, 2020 at San-
ford Hospital, Fargo.

A celebration of life will
be held in the spring of 2021.

Gordon was born to
Peter and Christine (John-
son) Sampson on Octo-
ber 22, 1936 in Ayr, North
Dakota. He graduated from
Motley High School and
enlisted in the U.S. Navy.
He served in the Navy and
was a Korean Era Veteran.
After his military service,
Gordon married Yvonne
Scheid on June 18, 1960 in
Motley. They lived in Eden
Prairie until 1972 when they
moved back to the Motley
area. Gordon worked at
3M as a machinist and he
also enjoyed farming. He
could make anything and
truly enjoyed building new
things. Gordon enjoyed
fishing and deer hunting.
He will be deeply missed by
all who knew him.

He is survived by his
wife of 60 years, Yvonne;
one daughter, Debbie
(Brian) Haataja and their
seven children and 12
grandchildren; three sons,
Gary (Nancy) Sampson and
their two children and four
grandchildren, Jeff (Gina)
Sampson and their two
children and Robbie (Lorri)
Sampson and their five
children; one brother, Dick
Sampson and one sister, Ila
Moga.

He was preceded in
death by his parents and
three sisters, June McElroy,
Rose Anderson and Alta
Evensong.

Arrangements by
Brenny Family Funeral
Chapel-Staples.
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BIRTHS REPORTED AT LAKEwWOOD
PLES INCLUDED:

HeaLtH SysTEM HosPITAL IN STA-

Born to Leah and Brandon Christensen of Staples, a
baby boy, Baylor John weighing seven pounds, two ounces

on November 28, 2020.

Born to Emmalee Toon and Cameron Collins of Eagle
Bend, a baby boy, Braxtyn Allen weighing eight pounds,
eight ounces on November 28, 2020.

Born to Hope and Loren Alexander of Pequot Lakes, a
baby girl, Ivory Mercy weighing seven pounds, nine ounces

on November 29, 2020.

Born to Kelsey Hales and Trevor Dvorak of Motley, a
baby girl, Hailee Jade weighing six pounds, 14 ounces on

November 30, 2020.

Born to Kiya Hanson and Justin Poling of Wadena, a
baby boy, Oliver John weighing nine pounds, four ounces

on December 2, 2020.

Born to Adrianna Stirewalt-Stangle and Cody Johnson
of Brainerd, a baby boy, Hudson James weighing eight
pounds, three ounces on December 2, 2020.

* % %

* %

BIRTH REPORTED AT TRI=COUNTY HosPITAL IN WADENA INCLUDED:
Born to Desiree and Brodey Kropuenske of New York
Mills, a baby boy, Declan William Kropuenske weighing

eight pounds, 6.5 ounces on November 27, 2020. Proud sib-

ling is Dawson. Grandparents are Missy and Mike Isola

and Kristin Bjerga.

(o 0)
Student Achievements

o,

O

SaraH MarTe, Staples,
was recently awarded the
St. Cloud State University
(SCSU) Scholarship for
the 2020-21 academic year.
Marte is a student at SCSU.

Tucker PeTerson, Bemidji,
will participate in NCAA

The Open
Book

N

Division II football for Bem-
idji State University during
the 2020 - 21 season. Peter-
son, a freshman majoring
in project management, is
a wide receiver for Bemidji
State’s football program
this year.

Now
Online

O

James Mohler

James Allen Mohler, 86,
of Staples, passed away
peacefully at Lakewood
Care Center December 2,
2020, surrounded by his
loving family, following a
brief battle with Covid-19
with underlying Parkin-
son’s Disease.

A private service will
be held at Sacred Heart
Church, Staples, Dec. 15. A
celebration of life will be
held in the spring/summer
when the Covid restrictions
have been lifted.

Jim was born in St. Paul
to Clarence and Lotus
Mohler on April 29, 1934.
The family moved to Staples
in his early years. Jim grad-
uated from Staples High
School in 1952. He served
in the U.S. Navy from 1952-
1956. During his years in
the Navy he travelled the
world on the USS Midway.
He married his high school
sweetheart, Joyce Wett-
stein, on May 18, 1957. He
graduated the University
of Minnesota in 1962 with
a Bachelor’s Degree in For-
estry. He worked for the U.S.
Forest Service for 24 years
and retired in 1986. After
retirement, Jim worked at
Staples Community College
part-time for several years
and was also a Forestry
Consultant.

Jim enjoyed fishing,
hunting, gardening, wood-
working, camping and

Sandra Bacon

Sandra Bacon, 75, of
Fridley, passed away
November 27, 2020.

Funeral services were
held Dec. 7 at the Miller
Funeral Home, Fridley.

Interment was at Morn-
ingside Memorial Gardens.

Sandy was born July
18, 1945 to Percy and Lucy
(Shaffer) Stevens in Staples.
She married Darrell Bacon.
She had four children and
moved to Fridley. There she
married Mel Guck in August
of 1995. Sandy worked at
The Station for 20+ years.
She enjoyed going up north,
open fire cooking and vis-
iting with her family, espe-
cially her grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

Sandy is survived by her
husband, Mel Guck; three
sons, Brian (Tosha) Bacon,
Jeff (Marie) Bacon and Troy
(Cindy)Bacon;one daughter,
Tanya Bacon; one brother,
Todd (Sheri) Stevens; one
sister, Terri Boldra; eight
grandchildren, Michael,
Cassandra De Niel, Nicho-

winter picnics. He was a
man of the woods, loving
to spend as much time as
possible in nature. He was a
teacher and story-teller and
loved spending time with
his kids, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

Jim is survived by his
wife of 63 years, Joyce; three
daughters, Ann Ohmann,
Jennifer Braun and Kath-
ryn Mohler; one son, Craig
Mohler; seven grandchil-
dren; 10 great-grandchil-
dren and one sister, Marilyn
Morrison.

Jim was preceded in
death by his parents; one
daughter, Mary Stan-
gle-Hess; one grandson,
Matthew Wahlstrand and
son-in-law, James Braun.

Arrangements were by
Brenny Family Funeral
Chapel, Staples.

w50c A00006B2020DC09

las, Dalton, Austin, Lauren
Kay, Nathan, Ben and Livia;
two great-grandchildren,
Kayden and Xavier and
other relatives and friends.

She is preceded in death
by her parents; one brother,
Mike Stevens; one sister,
Lois Metzler; one nephew,
Danny Boldra; stepdaugh-
ter, Tammy Guck and infant
grandson, Nathan Bacon.

Arrangements were by
Miller Funeral Home, mil-
lerfuneralfridley.com.
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Heinrich Kopka

Heinrich “Henry” Kopka,
85, of Waite Park, formerly
of Staples, passed peace-
fully into the next life
November 28, 2020, at home
surrounded by family.

The family will hold a
private ceremony and a cel-
ebration of life at a future
date.

Henry was born July 11,
1935 to Gustav and Marie
(Lipka) Kopka in Willenberg,
East Prussia, Germany. He
attended primary school in
Willenberg and Kirchdorf,
Germany. Henry, along with
his parents and siblings,
immigrated to the United
States in 1952. He graduated
from Pequot Lakes High
School in 1955. He attended
Augsburg College, Minne-
apolis and graduated with
a teaching degree in math,
German and history in
1959. He began his teach-
ing career in Fertile High
School before working as
a missionary teacher in
Papua New Guinea for two
and a half years. He then
taught in Staples for 31
years before retiring in 1997.

Henry was united in
marriage to Judith “Judy”
Leinonen on June 5, 1971 in
French Lake. Together they
enjoyed being outside, gar-
dening and watching birds.
They loved listening to
music, traveling and cher-
ished time with family.

Search public notices published in local newspapers
from across the state in one convenient place.

Stay in the know at

www.mnpublicnotice.com

Henry was a quiet man
of faith. He was humble
and gracious and modeled
integrity, generosity and
patience to all.

Henry is survived by his
wife, Judy; one daughter,
Becky; two sons, Jon (Patsy)
and Nathan (Brianna); five
grandchildren; one brother,
Gustav; two sisters, Mia
Reepschlager and Ruth
Kopka; and many other
family and friends.

He is preceded in death
by his parents; one brother,
Wilhelm and one sister,
Anna Marie Kopka.

Memorials in his honor
can be sent to Abounding
Joy Lutheran Church, St.
Cloud, or American Bible
Society.

Arrangements are by
Williams Dingmann Family
Funeral Home, St. Cloud.
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of the Season

‘A Sweet Slice

99

Logs
available
in stores
for pick-up.

$1 6%°

A DQ gift card
is the perfect present
for everyone!

"Give the Gift
of Fan Food!"

DO

Grill &Chill.

Staples 218-894-1143 and Motley 218-352-6152

dacakes.com #HappyTastesG

ood Follow us on Facebook

YOUR FRIENDLY HOMETOWN STORE FOR FRESH~ WIE | 400
MEAT, PRODUCE, BAKERY AND HUCH MORE! RGCEPT 555

R | GROCERY » CONVENIENCE GAS+ LIQUOR=TOBACCO
emiesfoodmarketcon 1230 HWY. 10 EAST » STAPLES, MINNESOTA » 218-884-1072

STORE HOURS: TAM - 10 PM 8

| TDAYS A WEEK

Local stores
offer sate
shopping

Holiday open houses
are canceled. The small
town tradition of gathering
around hot chocolate, cider
and cookies will have to
wait for another year.

But local stores can still
offer something not found
anywhere else: safe shop-
ping without navigating big
crowds.

At local stores, shoppers
can come in, find the prod-
ucts they are looking for,

and check out in a fraction
of the time it takes to walk
around a big box store. They
are also more likely to get
personalized service from
store personnel to help find
what they are looking for.

So when doing you are
shopping this year, check
out these local stores and
all other local businesses
to make sure you and your
family stay safe for the hol-
idays.

% r . Staples World

Family traditional decoration taken from porch

The lonely Santa at the Mueller home in Staples
is missing its companion, as Frosty the Snowman was
reported stolen in this week’s Staples Police report.

Randy and Shirley Mueller said they have put out their
decorations for at least the last 35 years. The Frosty
photo was supplied by Shirley Mueller.

Help us recover the missing Frosty

In order to lessen the tragedy of the missing Frosty,
we are asking readers to draw and color their own Frosty,
take a photo of it and send it with your name and age to

the Staples World at editor@staplesworld.com. Frosty” coloring page.

Orts

We also have an outline of the prime suspect in
the theft of Frosty, please color in the details and send a
photo of it as well. There is no age limit to the “Recover

Wednesday, December 9, 2020 7a

CLC suspe

nds winter

sports season

Central Lakes College
announced that it is sus-
pending its men’s and wom-
en’s basketball seasons due
to concerns over the COVID-
19 pandemic. The college
does, however, remain opti-
mistic about hosting spring
sports.

Central Lakes College
President Hara Charlier
said, “The decision to sus-
pend Raider basketball
was made after a great
deal of conversation and
careful consideration of
data. COVID-19 infection
rates continue to increase
throughout our state, our
region, and our college
community. Unfortunately,
the indoor nature of bas-
ketball and the challenges
associated with competition
carry significant inherent
risk. While our players and
coaches are committed to
following all mitigation pro-
tocols, the risk is simply too
great.

“We understand and
share the deep sense of
disappointment felt by our
student-athletes. We will
continue to work to provide
meaningful opportunities
for our athletes to develop,
engage, and be successful
at the college. Rest assured
that our commitment to
Raider athletics is as strong
as ever, and we look forward

to cheering for our Raiders
next year,” said Charlier.

The college is, however,
planning to host softball
and baseball next semester.
According to administra-
tors, the outdoor, low-con-
tact nature of spring
athletics reduces risk. They
are hopeful that with strong
mitigation measures and
COVID transmission rates
expected to improve in the
spring, Raider athletes will
be on the field. The nature
and timing of practices
remains to be determined
but will follow CLLC COVID
protocols. Spring training
out-of-state trips have been
canceled.

Jim Russell, CLC Ath-
letic Director, said he is
disappointed about winter
sports, but also understands
the situation at hand.

“We appreciate our
administration for their

efforts and the communi-

cation process in making
these decisions. We are
excited about softball and
baseball and for our student

athletes who will be partici-

pating this spring.”
CLC requires safety

plans from athletics follow-

ing guidelines in place by
the NJCAA, conference and
from the college’s pandemic
response team.

N

Running in national race

Hunter Klimek runs during the NJCAA Nationals Cross Country race. (Photo from
NJCAA.org)

Klimek
places
high at
NJCAA
Nationals

8k, half
marathon

Staples-Motley graduate
Hunter Klimek was 14th at
the National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association
Division I Cross Country
Championships on Now.
14, then placed 7th at the
NJCAA Half Marathon on
Nowv. 17.

Klimek’s time for the
8K national championship
race was 26:01, an average
of 5:15 per mile for five
miles. He was the third
runner for Iowa Central
Community College, which
won the national team title.

Klimek’s half marathon
time was 1:10:04, which
averages 5:21 per mile for
the 13.1 mile race. Iowa
Central also won the team
title in the race, giving
Klimek two national cham-
pion medals to go along
with his individual honors.
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NOTICES

107
Notices

MAGIC FOREST
CHILDCARE CENTER:
STAPLES has immediate
INFANT OPENING. Ages
6 weeks to 10 months old,
full time spot. Call for more
info., 218-895-5330. Ask for
Miss Stacy, Nicky or Jessie.

50-51x

SERVICES &
EMPLOYMENT

205

Help Wanted
DON & DAVE'S STORE:
Part-time cashier, 30-35 hrs.,
two weeks. Must be 21-years-
old. 218-894-2014. 48-50p

TODD COUNTY HHS
EMPLOYMENT OPPOR-
TUNITY: Todd County HHS
is looking for a reliable, ser-
vice oriented individual to
serve the citizens of Todd
County in a full-time ca-
pacity for the following po-
sition: **Health Education
Coordinator**, To learn
more about this opening
and how to apply visit the
official Todd County website
at www.co.todd.mn.us.
Questions can be directed
to Todd County Administra-
tion, 320-732-6155. 50pnc

Wednesday, December 9, 2020

= — o, — 22
CENTRAL TODD COUMNTY

Care Copfar

Certified Nursing Assistants

We are in search for someone who is looking
for a rewarding job in the Nursing field.
Evening and Night shifts now available for CNAs.
Must be a TEAM player and possess a special interest in
working with Long Term Care residents, families and visitors.
CTCCC offers a wide variety of benefits
and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
Contact Amanda Rickbeil, arickbeil@ctcccinc.com
or call 218-756-3636 ext. 12
Pick up an application in the Business Office,
Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
or after hours at the Nurse’s Station.

CeNTRAL Tobb CounTy CARE CENTER IS LOCATED IN CLARISSA, MN.

oP6E

208 FOR SALE
Storage
312
Christmas Trees
FOR RENT CHRISTMAS TREE
Japke’s North 8th Street | 1o Open G20 24/ e
i Storage, SATSST | L20r G 4 AL
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24 | Guitar lessons. 218-631-4009
or 218-639-6331. 48-50p
209 WANTED TO
Business BUY
Services
Your major appliance 501
parts source. Parts for all Miscellaneous

major brands. One day ser-
vice, Staples True Val-

DEER HIDES: Trade for

REAL ESTATE

601
Wanted To Rent
602
Apartments

for Rent
STAPLES: Downtown,
1 - 2 bdrm., recently remod-
eled, NO pets, non smoking,
218-894-3108. 6tfc

COZY 2 bdrm., great
location, welcome: 520-249-
0152. 29tfc

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
218-296-5031 =

Under new ownership

We are accepting
applications for 2 and 3
bedroom townhomes in

Staples, a community
you can get attached to.
Rent based on income.

Now professionally

managed by

% BRUTGER

EGQUITIES, IHG

Income guidelines apply.

ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
26tfc

knives/gloves; register to
win 22 rifle. 218-639-2822.
47-50p

N
TAKING
APRLICATIONS

EQUALHOUSING
LENDER

EEO/AA

Sunny Pines
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income
eligible, 62 years or
older, handicapped or
disabled. Heat, water,

MOTLEY, MN. Call Rosie Talberg, Manager at: -

320-468-2303 i

sewer, electric
provided.

Apartments for Rent

Staples Northside Apartments
936 6th Street

Smoke Free, Pet Friendly w/restrictions
Water, garbage included
Rental Assistance Available
Van Binsbergen & Associates, Inc.
320-269-6640 ext 23
www.vanbllc.com

FILIEL HEURHA
UFFEHIEAITT

cl50¢

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

SERVAGEIDINEGIORN

£838-0581 £894-0151

RESIDENTIAL AND LIGHT COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

SPDOrtsimans
Plumbing-Heating-A/C, LLC

Clayton Hageman

218-831-8720

24 Hour Emergency Service

[ ]
Firewood
By the bundle
or by the truckload.
8 foot lengths
or processed

Enberg
Logging

218-352-6175

Long Prairie

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

M

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

E

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

*FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
«COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

L

Dirt » Gravel ¢ Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits e Fill Dirt

Andy Statema 320-594-2912 ¢ 320-594-6347

LPS.

Long Prairie, MN
218-631-3101 888-878-5578

I.\T.____-‘_!i".
)\ |

Clearing & Grading e Ditch Cleaning ® Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

e am ™)

Sanitation

Licensed, Bonded & Insured - Over 30 years experience

Electrical Services for
+Residential

GIZA

«Commercial

o sIndustrial EST 1934
DO 118-296-2461 PLUMBING & HEATING
Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 - Mike Rollins 218-296-2461 ¢ PLUMB I NG
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com o HEATING

« AIR CONDITIONING

00 PAur, DRAKE
TREE SERVICE

eGeneral eLot Clearing
oStorm Damage Clean Up
eStump Grinding Brushing

3t 55 ft. Bucket Truck
3 218-894-2871

« GEOTHERMAL

SERVICING ALL BRANDS
Sharpen Mower Blades
Sharpen Saw Chains,
Small Engine Repair + more

SERVICE HOURS
Mon - Fri,
8am to 4pm

205 Warner Rd * 218.894.3263

o NEW CONSTRUCTION
« REMODEL
« SERVICE
MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284
WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

Stapas

Truel/alue.

Small Engine Repair

Authorized

Stihl, MTD, Murray, Scag,

Briggs & Stratton, Poulan

Sales-Service-Repair

Staples Ace Hardware

218-894-1080

1=
l;csnsso 7

~ B0
“ INSURED
Lt N rq

Altrichter
Excavation & Sentic Service
218-575-2222

*Septic System Installation
*Camera Inspection, Tank
Pumping and Cleaning

6685 330th St.,
Cushing, MN. 56443

Sellnow

Law Office, P.A.

Bab M

%7 THRIVENT

FIMARNCIAL

Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

0 Jason R. Sellnow

sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com
218-894-4618 « 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie
320-732-1919 « Toll free: 877-297-1125

*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Speciallst certified
by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

« Probate and Trusts

« Estate Planning « Family Law

+ Real Estate + Business Law
«Title Insurance « Elder Law

« Personal Injury + Auto Accidents

CONYTIRUCTTION

_______
PHB £ /41872

M Phil Bjerga
Excelll“’gtlng 218-639-5007

= Licensed / Bonded / Insured
N @ Septics * Waterlines * Trenching * Basements ¢ Retaining Walls
RS Landscaping & Site Preparation * Backhoe & Skid Loader Work
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming * Custom Pressure Washing
Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. ¢ Snow Plowing & Removal

SW 2020 changed wk #50

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU!

[l) - ;tl,‘_ Staples, MN 56479

. _ _ smct
@O CONSTRUCTION Lic  218-894-3105 Sgse |
Asphalt Paving « Seal Coating « Excavating « Driveways
Roads « Parking Lots e Site Prep « Gravel « Rock « Black Dirt
Fill « Peat « Ponds « Demolition « Hauling « Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt
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NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT
AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS AC-
TION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN: That default has
occurred in the conditions
of the following described
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:
April 12, 2017

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$122,550.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Jacob
Meyer, a single man

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for
United Wholesale Mortgage

DATE AND PLACE OF
FILING: Recorded on April
13, 2017 as Document Num-
ber 503546 in the Office of
the County Recorder of
Todd County, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF
MORTGAGE: Assigned to:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC
d/b/a Mr. Cooper by assign-
ment recorded on December
17, 2019 as Document Num-
ber A517474 in the Office
of the County Recorder of
Todd County, Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
OF PROPERTY: The North
Half of the South Half of
the Northwest Quarter
(N1/2 S1/2 NW1/4) of Sec-
tion Twenty-three (23),
Township One Hundred
Thirty-one (131) North,
Range Thirty-four (34) West
of the Fifth PM., according
to the United States Govern-
ment Survey thereof, Todd
County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 35614 205TH
AVE, CLARISSA, MN 56440

COUNTY IN WHICH
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:
Todd County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT
CLAIMED TO BE DUE ON
THE MORTGAGE ON THE
DATE OF THE NOTICE:
$132,639.27

TRANSACTION AGENT:
Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR: United
Wholesale Mortgage

RESIDENTIAL SER-
VICER: Nationstar Mort-
gage LL.C d/b/a Mr. Cooper

TAX PARCEL IDENTI-
FICATION NUMBER: 07-
0027201

TRANSACTION
AGENT’S MORTGAGE
IDENTIFICATION NUM-
BER: 100032412170200270

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted
at law to recover the debt
then remaining secured by
such mortgage, or any part
thereof, or, if the action or
proceeding has been insti-
tuted, that the same has
been discontinued, or that
an execution upon the judg-
ment rendered therein has
been returned unsatisfied,
in whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the pow-
er of sale contained in said
mortgage, the above de-
scribed property will be sold
by the Sheriff of said coun-
ty as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF
SALE: January 28, 2021 at
10:00 a.m.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd
County Sheriff’s Office,
County Detention Center,
115 Third Street South, Long
Prairie, MN 56347.

to pay the debt then se-
cured by said mortgage
and taxes, if any actually
paid by the mortgagee, on
the premises and the costs
and disbursements allowed
by law. The time allowed by
law for redemption by said
mortgagor(s), their personal

2| MCAN

representatives or assigns is
twelve (12) months from the
date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VA-
CATE PROPERTY: Unless
said mortgage is reinstated
or the property redeemed,
or unless the time for re-
demption is reduced by judi-
cial order, you must vacate
the premises by 11:59 p.m.
on January 28, 2022.

THE TIME ALLOWED
BY LAW FOR REDEMP-
TION BY THE MORTGAG-
OR, THE MORTGAGOR’S
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY
BE REDUCED TO FIVE
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL OR-
DER IS ENTERED UNDER
MINNESOTA STATUTES,
SECTION 582.032, DETER-
MINING, AMONG OTH-
ER THINGS, THAT THE
MORTGAGED PREMISES
ARE IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPER-
TY USED IN AGRICULTUR-
AL PRODUCTION, AND
ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RE-
LEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: November 25, 2020

NATIONSTAR
MORTGAGE LLC D/B/A
MR. COOPER
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, PC.

N. Kibongni
Fondungallah, Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Michael van Muelken,
Esq.*

Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(19-1521-FC02)

THIS IS A COMMUNI-
CATION FROM A DEBT
COLLECTOR.

50-6pnc TODD COUNTY

BOARD OF
ADJUSTMENT
215 1st Ave. South,
Long Prairie, MN 56347
320-732-4420

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given
that on Thursday, Decem-
ber 17, 2020 at 6:00 p.m.
the Todd County Board of
Adjustment will hold a pub-
lic hearing in the Commis-
sioner’s board room, 215 1st
Ave. South, Long Prairie,
Minnesota, or via phone
conference call. Please
email or phone your wish to
be included in the meeting
at 320-732-4420, toddplan.
zone@co.todd.mn.us to
consider the following Vari-
ance applications:

AGENDA

«Call to Order

«Approval of October 22,
2020 Minutes

*Board introduction and
process review

o The applicant is intro-
duced

o Staff Report

o Applicant request if
staff report accurately rep-
resents the request

o Public Comment

o Board review with ap-
plicant, staff, and public

1. Robert and Colleen
Voltz: Lot 1, Maple Shel-
ter in Section 18, Township
128N, Range 34W in Little
Sauk Township

Site Address: 17536 Echo
Drive, Long Prairie. PID: 17-
0048500.

1. Request to increase
maximum allowable roofed
impervious surface in
Shoreland- RD zoning from
15% t0 15.07%.

2. Request to increase
maximum building height
for accessory structures in
Shoreland- RD zoning from
18 feet to 18 feet, 6 Inches for
the same detached garage.

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network

‘yfpu:btl;ifc:

Adjournment.
Next Meeting:
January 21, 2021

All persons interested
are invited to attend said
hearing or submit a letter to
be heard on these matters.
All correspondence must
include name, mailing ad-
dress and be received 48
hours before the date and
time of the hearing.

Todd County

Board of Adjustment

Bill Berscheit, Chair
50pnc

NOTICE
COUNTY PRINTING
TODD COUNTY -
MINNESOTA

Notice is hereby given
that the Board of County
Commissioners of Todd
County, will receive sealed
bids until Noon, Thursday,
December 31, 2020 at the
County Auditor-Treasurer’s
Office. Bids will be opened
at the County Board meet-
ing on Tuesday, January 5,
2021 at or near 9:05 a.m. in
the County Board Room, for
publication for the year 2021
as may be required by the
County of Todd, a munici-
pal corporation, as follows:

Designation of the
Official Newspaper

Thisrequires the publish-
ing of official proceedings
by the Todd County Board,
and other legal and public
notices required by all Todd
County Departments, publi-
cation of the financial state-
ment and publication of the
list of lands in Todd County,
delinquent in taxes for the
year 2020, which have not
been attached to prior judg-
ment.

The successful bidder
will be required to furnish
a performance bond in such
amount as may be deter-
mined by the County Board.
The County Board reserves
the right to reject any or all
bids if in its judgment of the
public interest so require
pursuant to M.S. 279.07, and
to waive any informalities
therein.

Denise Gaida
Todd County Auditor/Trea-
surer

50-51pnc

NOTICE
COUNTY PRINTING
TODD COUNTY,
MINNESOTA

Designation of
Extra Printing

Notice is hereby given
that the Board of Commis-
sioners of Todd County,
Minnesota will receive
sealed bids for the extra
publication of the Finan-
cial Statement for the year
2020 as required by law until
Noon, Thursday, December
31, 2020. Bids will be opened
at or near 9:05 a.m. on Jan-
uary 5, 2021 in the County
Board Room.

This requires the extra
publication for distribution
of the Financial Statement
to the remaining parts of
the county not covered by
the distribution of the offi-
cial paper. The successful
bidder will be required to
furnish a performance bond
in such an amount as may
be determined by the Coun-
ty Board. The County Board
reserves the right to reject
any or all bids if in its judg-
ment of the public interest
so require pursuant to M.S
279.07, and it waives any in-
formalities therein.

Denise Gaida
Todd County Auditor/Trea-
surer

50-51pnc

B ici

= STATEWIDE ~
CLASSIFIEDS

MINNESOTA
Profitable essential businesses for sale by
owner. Various sizes, types, terms. Some
with owner financing. Priced from $100k
to $15 million. bizsale.com 800/617-4204

ADOPTIONS

ADOPTION: CALIFORNIA COUPLE
promises baby loving home, secure
future, devoted grandparents, educa-
tional opportunities, gentle pet. Gener-
ous living expenses paid. Danielle/Ed
818/923-3122 or attorney 310/663-3467

Advertise here
statewide in 230+
newspapers for only
$279 per week!
Call 800-279-2979

TIMESHARE
CANCELLATION EXPERTS
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and
fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to get rid of
your timeshare! Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews. Call 833/619-1117

AT&T WIRELESS
Two great new offers! Ask how to get
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One offer.
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck or boat to Heritage For The
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

DIRECTV

Every live football game, every Sunday
- anywhere - on your favorite device.
Restrictions apply. Call IVS 877/350-0094

DISH NETWORK $59.99
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast internet
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
get a free $100 Visa gift card. Free voice
remote. Free HD DVR. Free streaming
on all devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

ENJOY 100%

GUARANTEED
delivered to-the-door Omaha Steaks! Get
4 free Pork Chops and 4 free chicken
breasts. Order the Omaha Steaks Clas-
sic - only $129.99. Call 844/331-1614
and use code 66762CCP or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/dinner96

otices

Staples World 9 a
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Sclcmol Board Minuotes

ISD #2170
SPECIAL SCHOOL
BOARD MEETING

#7 CANVASSING
ELECTION RETURNS
Nov. 12, 2020, 6 p.m.

District Office

AGENDA

Call to Order

The meeting was called
to order with Longbella,
Winkels, Frisk, Freeman,
Lund and Anderson (re-
mote) present. Also attend-
ing: Supt. Tappe, Staples
World Managing Editor, An-
derson and Recording Sec-
retary Madson. The Pledge
of Allegiance was recited.

Motion by Freeman, sec-
onded by Lund to adopt the
agenda. MC

Canvass Returns for

November 3, 2020
School Board Election

1. Abstract and Return
of Votes Cast (Review of the
Abstract)

a. Clerk’s Certificate
as to Abstract and Return
of Votes Cast. A total of
11,641 votes were cast

Bryan Winkels 2,648
Jeremy Reeck 2,529
Lisa Anderson 2,489
Erich Hepner 2,044
Greg Frisk 1,872
“Write In” 59

2. Resolution Canvassing
Returns of Votes

Motion by Frisk, second-
ed by Longbella, to approve
the Resolution Canvassing
Returns of Votes. MC

3. Resolution Authoriz-
ing Issuance of Certificates

Motion by Freeman, sec-
onded by Frisk, to approve
the Resolution Authorizing
Issuance of Certificates.
MC

4. Accept the Certificate
of Election

Motion by Lund, second-
ed by Frisk, to accept the
Certificate of Election. MC

Certificates will be given
to new members and Oath
of Office will be taken at
the first meeting in January
2021.

Adjourn

Motion by Longbella,
seconded by Freeman, to
adjourn the meeting. MC

51lpnc

SCHOOL BOARD
WORK SESSION -
MEETING #6
Mon., Nov. 2, 2020,
6:00 p.m.
District Office

MINUTES

Call to Order

The Work Session was
called to order by Vice
Chair Anderson. Attending
in person were Longbella,
Freeman and Lund. Frisk,
Anderson and Winkels at-
tended remotely (compris-
ing a quorum). Also attend-
ing: Supt. Tappe; Business
Services Regan and Her-
degen; Mike Hubbard and
Dave Bergeron, ICS Con-
sulting, Principal Schmidt;
several community mem-
bers and students; and Re-
cording Secretary, Madson.

The Pledge of Allegiance
was recited.

Motion by Lund, sec-
onded by Frisk, to adopt the
agenda. MC

Facilities Information
and Discussion

Mike Hubbard, ICS Con-
sulting, presented a Facil-
ities Committee Progress
Update to the Board.

*Review of the Project
Schedule

«District Valuation and
Tax Impact

o0 A bond referendum
would be based on the net
tax capacity of the district
and the tax burden is spread
across all landowners.

o0 The Median Home

‘ 7‘\0-'(~

¥ A
1ootiing for
a gift idea?
Consider a Gift
Subscription to the
Staples World
newspaper.

*Gift cards available.

224 4th St. NE
Staples, MIN

Staples®,\World

Value in our district is
$125,000

o By 2023, the state will
pay 14.4 percent (%) of the
district’s bond payments
through the Ag2School Tax
Credit, which equates to
$9.28 million

«Look at the facility op-
tions

Rational was included
for several facility options
which included age appro-
priate education, secure
entrances, efficiencies, pro-
vide proper eating areas,
provide flexible learning
space, and supporting all
learners.

‘Review of Operational
savings

«Scientific Survey

o A survey will be
conducted by the Morris
Leatherman Company from
Nov. 9 through Thanksgiv-
ing with results presented
to the Board at the Dec. 7
Work Session. These ques-
tions would be directed to
400 registered voters across
the district. This will pro-
vide information regarding
plan options, tax tolerance,
Board and administration
performance, etc.

Motion by Frisk, sec-
onded by Longbella, to ad-
journ the Work Session at
7:14 pm. MC

o1lpnc

SCHOOL BOARD
MEETING - #5
Mon., Oct. 19, 2020
6:00 p.m.
District Office

MINUTES

Call to Order

The meeting was called
to order with Longbella,
Winkels, Frisk, Freeman,
Anderson and Lund pres-
ent (comprising a quorum).
Also attending: Supt. Tappe;
Business Services Herde-
gen and Regan; Principals
Johnson and Schmidt; Mike
Hubbard, ICS Consult-
ing; Deb Ferdon, Curricu-
lum; about ten employees,
students and community
members; Mark Anderson,
Staples World; and Bonnie
Madson, Recording Secre-
tary.

Motion by Freeman, sec-
onded by Frisk, to approve
the addition of items 1la
and 11b. MC

Motion by Longbella,
seconded by Lund, to adopt
the agenda. MC

Chair Winkels rec-
ognized the public and

thanked everyone for at-
tending.
School/Community
Forum = None

Facility Updates

Mike Hubbard, ICS
Consulting, presented re-
sults from the staff survey
(aprox. 95) and community
stakeholder survey (237).
He then reviewed with the
Board two facility options
showing conceptual plans.
Supt. Tappe and Mike Hub-
bard will be holding two
informational meetings for
staff the following day with
an opportunity for ques-
tions and answers.

Consent Agenda:

Motion by Frisk, sec-
onded by Lund, to approve
the Consent Agenda as pre-
sented. MC
Grants and Donations

Motion by Freeman, sec-
onded by Frisk, to approve
the Resolution to Accept
Donations and grants in the
amount of $11,506.70. MC

Finance

Financial Report - Mr.
Herdegen indicated the au-
dit is underway this week.

Motion by Longbella,
seconded by Frisk to autho-
rize payment of the vouch-
ers. MC
Curriculum and Other

Presentation of the 2019-
2020 Staples-Motley Curric-
ulum Council Plan of Ac-
tion

Information only/ no ac-
tion needed

Reports

School Board

a. FED - 9-23-20 Minutes

b. Sourcewell - 8-18-20
Minutes

Principals - Written re-
ports included as well as
current information re-
garding the Hybrid model
at the HS. Both Principals
praised their staff for the
smooth teaching transi-
tions needed this year for
Distance Learners and Hy-
brid Learning.

Superintendent Tappe
updated the Board on
CARES funding the district
will be receiving and will be
used for EC programming
needs, PPE and Technology.

Activities - Josh Lee

SMEA - Jill Schneider

Adjournment

Motion by Frisk, sec-
onded by Anderson, to ad-
journ the meeting. MC

Complete minutes avail-
able at www.isd2170.k12.
mn.us

50pnc

For alimited time,
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$2.000

S/IGN-ON BONUS!

Y

FOOD
MANUFACTURING
IS CRITICAL.
JOIN OUR TEAM
AND HELP US
FEED THE WORLD.

Jennie-O Turkey Store has GREAT BENEFITS
including health insurance, life insurance,
paid time off, 401K, opportunities for
advancement, and more!

Positions now available at our

plants in Willmar, Minn.

APPLY ONLINE:

jennieo.com/careers
(search for Jennie-0)

Questions?
Call 320-214-5888

Jennie-O Turkey Store is an EO employer -
M/F/Veterans/Disabled
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SEDA explores
incentives

to build

new

homes in

Staples

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

At the Nov. 24 Staples
Economic Development
Authority (SEDA) meeting,
the board looked at differ-
ent types of incentives to
entice more new homes to
be built in Staples.

Economic Development
Director Melissa Rader-
macher listed some of the
ideas that could be a possi-
bility, including tax abate-
ment, utility bill credit,
reduced assessments and
discounted lot prices. She
said some of the incentives
could come from the city,
but also identified poten-
tial partners, such as the
Staples-Motley School Dis-
trict, Todd-Wadena Elec-
tric Cooperative, Chamber
of Commerce, Minnesota
Energy, telecom providers,
Todd and Wadena counties
and Central Lakes College.

Radermacher said
the city has lots ready to
build, including the Valley
View subdivision that was
recently acquired by the
city. But the question on
incentivies is “How much
can we give as a city to
get those incentive dollars
back?” said Radermacher.

Board member Chris
Etzler said “If it costs us
two to five years of taxes,
I’'m going to support that,”
meaning the city would get

their losses back in two to
five years.

The board also discussed
local businesses getting
involved in the push to get
more new housing. Board
member Steve Gertken,
who works at First Interna-
tional Bank, said the banks
in town will offer the best
deals they can find. “If
someone wanted to build
a home, we would roll out
the red carpet for them,” he
said. But because interest
rates change, they can’t
quote a specific number to
offer as an incentive.

The board did not agree
on any specific numbers

for incentives, but Rader-

macher said she would
come up with possible
packages for individual
families moving to Staples
and another for developers
to start building homes in
the city.

COVID-19 update
Radermacher said the
national government is

not offering much for stim-

ulus to help struggling
businesses. She said Todd
County and Wadena County
did a good job getting their
their stimulus money into

the hands of local busi-

nesses, but those programs
are ended. The SEDA board
approved reopening their

loan program for busi-
nesses that have lost reve-

nue due to the shutdown.

MOEN continued from page 1a

‘Never been prouder’ of
Staples-Motley students

and weekends include a lot
of extra school work. I am
not complaining, my stu-
dents are worth it. My real-
ity has just changed due to
current times.

3. WHAT THINGS HAVE
WORKED? WHAT HAVEN’T?

I created individual
music bags that include
items that students can use
without spreading germs.
They include instruments
made out of plastic rhythm
sticks, cut up pool noodles
and donated plastic bot-
tles filled with rice. Also
included are music reading
manipulatives made out
of craft foam and multi-
ple bingo chips along with
crayons and pencils. These
have worked really well.

As far as things that hav-
en’t worked, again, the lack
of space. While the music
room is nice and cozy, we
can’t really play active
games that we could in non-
Covid times.

4. How DO YOU FEEL THE

STUDENTS HAVE ADAPTED TO THE
CHANGES?

Friendly Rider’s Hours for
Dispatching are
Monday - Friday

8:00a.m. to 4:30p.m.

Friendly Rider will be closed

Saturdays and Sundays.

Our Staples-Motley Ele-
mentary School students
are amazing. Many are
wearing masks without
complaints and others are
trying really hard to make
them work. I have never
been prouder of our stu-
dents. They want to be in
school and so does our staff.
Being in school is the best
thing for everyone. We just
want everyone to be safe
and heathy.

My students are working
really hard and are being
respectful and helpful to
each other. It is a great year
to be Cardinals!

5. OTHER THINGS THAT COME
TO MIND?

We will get through this.
I worry every day about
getting sick and spreading
germs to others. We just
need to keep taking all of
he precautions outlined by
the CDC, the governor, and
our school district officials.
I encourage our community
to help keep us all safe by
doing the same.

218-631-5730

WWW.FRIENDLYRIDER.
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Christmas For Kids

The Christmas for Kids program served 222 chil-
dren from 86 families in the area on Dec. 5.

The group purchased gifts, hats, mittens and snow
pants. The gifts were assembled at the Lions building in
Staples. Staples '93 Lions who spearheded the project
included Janet Opheim, Sue Flaten, Rayma Miller, Di-
ane Danculovich, Gail Honek and Kathy Johnson. Help-
ers included Tom Honek, Tom Danculovich, Don Flaten,

Dan Shaw and Dennis Miller. (Submitted photos)

Todd County approves solid
waste management plan

By Karin L. Nauber
Todd County correspondent

Todd County has pre-
pared a solid waste man-
agement plan that has been
reviewed by the board and
by the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency (MPCA).

Solid Waste Director
Chris McConn said that the
MPCA will issue a Finding
of Facts (official approval)
after Todd Count officially
submits the plan with the
approved resolution.

The board approved the
plan with some changes
including that former
County Coordinator Jon-
athan Stainbrook’s name
be taken off as the contact
person. The board agreed
to put “county coordinator”
as the contact person with
no person’s name attached.

McConn also asked to
schedule a biannual meet-
ing of solid waste and the
commissioners.

He said there was a
planned virtual meeting to
talk about the grant money
the county will be receiv-
ing for the solid waste. The
board felt it was best to
hold this meeting after the
one with the State so they
could better plan their next
steps in the process.

In other business

» Due to a resignation,
an office support special-
ist position exists within
the Health Services Unit.
Interviews were conducted
and it was approved to hire
applicant Anna Herke to

fill this open position. Start
date is to be determined.

+ At their meeting on
February 18, 2020, it was
approved to hire a social
worker to provide Chil-
dren’s Mental Health—Tar-
geted Case Management
(CMH-TCM) services
in-house. It was approved
to hire applicant Jodi Bass
with a start date to be deter-
mined.

- The board provided
their annual approval for
County Engineer Loren
Fellbaum to submit an
application for an eligi-
ble construction project
(that being County State
Aid Highway (CSAH) 2)
to Region 5 Development
Commission for possible
inclusion into the Central
Minnesota Area Transpor-
tation Partnership’s (ATP)
2025 Area Transportation
Improvement Plan (ATIP).

Fellbaum explained that
Region 5 administers these
projects.

The project would go
from CSAH 11 to Trunk
Highway 28 and would be
comprised of a bituminous
mill and overlay, aggregate
shouldering and pipe main-
tenance.

» Approved an updated
contract with the city of
Clarissa. The contract
will increase the number
of patrol hours provided

by the Todd County Sher-

iff’s Office from 30 hours a
month to 60 hours a month
at the rate of $42 per hour.
The contract will begin on

December 1 and is a two-

year contract. The city of

MY MiINNesOTA

O

Wear a mask
in public spaces.

O

Get tested if you
have any symptoms.

®

Answer if your health
department calls.

BATYMN

Clarissa approved the con-
tract at their November 16
council meeting.

« Homestead classifi-
cation was removed on
Edward Ziegler’s parcel for
the 2018 assessment, taxes
payable in 2019.

Assessor Chris Odden
said that the mail sent
to Mr. Ziegler was being
returned as unforward-
able. Zieglar said he did not
know why that happened as
he has lived on the property
the entire time.

The board approved
the abatement for the 2018
and 2019 assessments. The
homestead classification
was also returned to the
property. The abatement
amount to be returned is
$586.

« Todd County Health and
Human Services contracts
with the Morrison County
Public Health Department
to have sanitarians inspect
all licensed Todd County
food, beverage, and lodging
establishments, manufac-
tured home parks, recre-
ation camping areas, youth
camps and public pools/
spas.

The board approved
a new contract that will
be effective January 1,
2021-December 31, 2022.

The biggest change to
the contract had to do with
the billing software which
had to be upgraded and will
cost $8000 a year for the
next three years.

The contract reads,
“Morrison County agrees
to support the initial
investment as the environ-

mental health program is
developed within PH Doc.
The cost is $8000 per year
for three years. This con-
tract reflects the enhance-
ment cost. Should the costs
increase to member coun-
ties for the development,
both parties will discuss
that additional cost and
determine an amicable way
to fund it.”

» Public health is request-
ing to hire a health edu-
cation coordinator. This
position will provide
community education
and outreach and will
work collaboratively with
healthcare and community
partners. This position is
fully funded by current
grant funds.

The board approved
hiring for the position.

« The board heard a brief
update about the COVID-
19 situation in the county.
Two additional deaths were
noted bringing the county
total to 14 deaths. Those
who have died were about
equally living in care cen-
ters and living in their own
homes.

» The board approved the
final CARES Act spending
report and how the remain-
ing funds will be used as
approved by the treasury
department.

No funds will be
returned to the State from
the county as all funds have
been approved and have
been spent.

The board held a closed
session for labor negotia-
tion strategy.

(Santa is “Waiting |
for YOUR Letter

Wwe’'ll publish your letter in the Dec.
23 issue of the Staples World.

By Dec. 15, drop your letter in ou
drop box (located by the front
door) at 224 4th St. NE, Staples,
or mail it to us at
PO Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

Thern well send vour leffer on fo
/




