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Farming and fellowship The Todd County Farm Bureau held 
their Fall Harvest Banquet at the Scott and Sheila Becker farm near Staples on Sept. 
11. Farm families from all over Todd County came to the event. The Beckers’ barn 
has been fixed up to accommodate a large crowd. (Photo by Mark Anderson)

Serving Your Community for 136 Years.

Weather Chart

wk. 40

d.t.

Weather
 

  2026
This Week’s Forecast
 High   Low   Cond.
Sept. 23    65     53    M. Sunny                                                       
Sept. 24   60      55     Showers                                                                             
Sept. 25    64     54      Cloudy                                    
Sept. 26   65     56    Showers    
Sept. 27   65     49   M. Cloudy    
Sept. 28   63     53    Showers                            
Sept. 29   61     45    Showers      
                                                

Average Temps: 
 H = 64 º Low = 45º

Compiled by 
Dale Hausmann, 

WCCO’s Staples area 
Weatherwatcher

Last Year, 2025
 High Low Cond.
Sept. 23   75º   51       Sunny
Sept. 24   74     53       Sunny                                     
Sept. 25   80    54       Sunny
Sept. 26   77    50       Sunny      
Sept. 27   70    50       Sunny  
Sept. 28   77    51       Sunny
Sept. 29   87    55       Sunny
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Motley water, wastewater work

Staples Chamber of Commerce expanding
Tennis team has strong finish

Mrs. Minnesota party at Frosty’s

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

T h e  S t a p l e s - M o t l e y 
Breakfast Club powered by 
FCA (Fellowship of  Chris-
tian Athletes) has officially 
started for the 2026-27 
school year.

“Cardinals Fed, Faith 
Led,” is the group’s logo. 
They meet  the second 
Thursday of  each month, 
7 a.m., at the Staples Fire 
Hall for breakfast, fellow-
ship, a faith-based message 
and prayer. A total of  47 stu-
dents attended this year’s 
first gathering Sept. 9.

Silas Claussen, a senior 
who’s on the varsity base-
ball team at SM, was the 
speaker at the September 
gathering. He gave a mes-
sage about the peace of  God, 
and how to experience it.

  The club’s inaugural 
meeting, spearheaded by 
2026 SMHS graduate Colbe 
Tappe, took place last May. 
At least 50 middle/high 
school students attended 
and it was clear that this 
was something they wanted 
to have continue. And it has.

Next month’s gathering 
will take place on Thursday, 
Oct. 8, at 7 a.m.

The SM Breakfast Club 
is sponsored through local 
donations under LEAP SM 
Breakfast Club. Several vol-
unteers are on board to help 
with organizing and serv-
ing at the monthly events. 
For more information about 
the club, contact via email 
staplesmotleybreakfast-
club@gmail.com, or follow 
them on Facebook.

‘Breakfast 
Club’ 
kicks off 
for new 
school 
year

Inspiring message
Silas Claussen, above, was the speaker at the SM  

Breakfast Club gathering Sept. 9. He spoke about the 
peace of God. (Submitted photo)

Ventriloquist James Wedgwood per-
formed at the Todd County Farm Bureau 
Harvest Banquet on Sept. 11. The come-
dian encouraged audience participation 

in the act. He can be found at james-
wedgwood.com. (Staples World photo by 
Mark Anderson)

Farm bureau comedy act

Dustin and Katie Wiese spoke about their work with 
the National Farm Bureau at the Todd County banquet.

Todd County Farm Bureau President Delvin Durhe-
im speaks at the banquet.

The Wiese family checks in to the Todd County Farm Bureau banquet.
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The preschool program at Staples 
Elementary School got a new playground 
this year, with more slides, a musical fea-
ture and a rubber mat to be safer and 
more accessible. Principal Ryan Koenigs 

said the prevous playground was put up 
in 1992 and the kids had worn a hole 
in slide. (Staples World photos by Mark 
Anderson)

A new place to play

Staples-Motley preschool students explore the 
new playground, some making friends in the sandbox.

Patrick O’Keefe, MD

Lakewood is pleased to welcome its newest Twin Cities Orthopedic 

Surgeon, Dr. Patrick O’Keefe. Dr. O’Keefe treats a wide range of 

orthopedic conditions and injuries—from active kids to adults looking 

to regain their quality of life. With well-rounded knowledge in general 

orthopedics, he provides experienced, comprehensive care for patients 

of all ages. He will be seeing patients at the Staples Clinic.

L A K E W O O D  W E L C O M E S

O R T H O P E D I C  S U R G E O N

TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT,
CALL 218-894-8259
LAKEWOODHEALTHSYSTEM.COM

LW_POkeefe_SW_10.625x6_8.26.indd   1 8/12/26   1:16 PM

Attendees at Field Day for Central Lakes College 
observe a flying drone during one of the demonstrations. 
Drones can be used for spraying crops with fertilizer 
or pesticides, seeding cover crops, or analyzing fields. 
During the lunch program at the event, AgCentric Exec-

utive Director Keith Olander said they are developing a 
curriculum for robotics and automation in farming, where 
students will learn to use robots for other possible uses, 
such as planting, weeding or harvesting. (Staples World 
photo by Mark Anderson)

Robots are coming in local agriculture

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

Motley’s Public Works 
Department has been busy 
keeping up with issues at 
both its water treatment 
and wastewater treatment 
plants.

Public Works Director 
Bruce Brotherton gave 
an update on these issues 
during his report at the 
Motley City Council’s regu-
lar meeting Sept. 14.

Regarding the water 
treatment plant, Brother-
ton said they’re getting a 
build-up of  iron and man-
ganese in the line running 
from the wells to the water 
plant, which is causing 
restriction in the pipe and 
reduced flow. To combat 
this, they will be trying 
the chemicals Clearitas 
and Azone. Brotherton said 
that the issue should be 
cleared up in six-12 months 
if  it works as the salesman 
claims.

The average cost for the 
chemicals, Brotherton said, 
will be $52 per day, plus a 
$2,500 fee for equipment 
costs.

If  that doesn’t solve the 
problem, Brotherton said 
they’d have to go the more 
expensive route, about 
$50,000, which would entail 
a process called Ice Pigging 
to break up the buildup in 
the pipe line and help flush 
it out.

Brotherton went on to 
note that Fredericella bryo-
zoan (commonly known as 
moss animals) have been 
attaching themselves to the 
aerators at the wastewater 
treatment plant. He said 
that he’s not yet found an 
effective way to get rid of  
them, other than physically 
scraping them off.

In other matters the 
council:

o APPROVED the pre-
liminary 2026 tax levy for 
both Cass and Morrison 
counties, collectible in 2027. 

The proposed total certified 
levy is $441,303.00, which is 
a three  percent increase 
from last year’s final levy. It 
was noted that the final levy 
can go down, but it cannot 
go up.

o APPROVED a motion 
not to waive the monetary 
limits on municipal tort lia-
bility established by Minne-
sota Statutes Section 466.04. 
Motley is a member of  the 
League of  Minnesota Cities 
Insurance Trust (LMCIT), 
the company from which 
they obtain their liability 
coverage.

o APPROVED purchas-
ing Familyr wearable panic 
buttons for administrative 
staff. These can be acti-
vated while assisting cus-
tomers anywhere in the 
office. The price is $499 per 
device.

o APPROVED purchas-
ing two signs from Frog-
gy’s Signs regarding the 
Industrial Property that’s 
for sale. The 4’ x 8’ max-
metal sign will say “Indus-
trial Property For Sale. Up 
to 15 Acres, 218-352-6709.” 
It’s cost is $445. The second 
sign, a 3’ x 3’ double sided 
sign that says ‘Industrial 
Property for sale’ with 
arrows on both sides that 
point in the same direction. 
Made of  corro plastic, it’s 
price is $65.

o LEARNED the fire 
department’s new tanker 
truck has arrived. They’ve 
nicknamed it “The Beast.”

o LEARNED that Reid 
Judd was recently recog-
nized as ‘Youth of  the Year’ 
by Staples Motley Area 
Community Foundation 
(SMACF). Reid, who is the 
son of  Motley Fire Chief  
Todd Judd, has been a 
member of  the fire depart-
ment’s Explorer’s Program. 
It was mentioned that there 
is a video available from 
the  SMACF about Reid and 
his award.

o APPROVED a reso-
lution clarifying and con-
firming the delegation of  
cannabis and lower-potency 
hemp edible retail registra-
tion and compliance checks 
to Morrison County.

o APPROVED a resolu-
tion committing funds to 
the capital projects fund.

o APPROVED a reso-

lution closing the 2015A 
Beaulieu Project Bond Debt 
Service Fund and transfer-
ring the residual balance 
to the Street Improvement 
Fund.

o APPROVED a resolu-
tion ordering preparation 
of  report on improvement 
2027 Street and Utility 
Improvements.

o APPROVED a motion 
to accept a resolution, with 
cor rections,  re garding 
donations to the city. These 
included $500 from the Mor-
rison County Agriculture 
Association for the Fire 
Dept. Fund; and $1,000 from 
Roger Zetah designated for 
Veterans Park upkeep and 
improvements.

o APPROVED donating 
$654 to Hilltop Regional 
Kitchen which prepares 
and delivers Meals on 
Wheels to people in the 
Motley area.

o  S C H E D U L E D  t h e 
Truth in Taxation/Final 
Levy Public Hearing for 
Monday, Dec. 14, 2026 at 6 
p.m.

o  H E A R D  f r o m 
council  member April 
Skeesick-Larson during 
the council forum. She 
suggested the city adopt a 
portion of  Hwy 10, either 
at the north or south end 
of  town. This would entail 
keeping two miles of  the 
highway clean (on both 
sides), i.e., picking up litter. 
She felt the sign would be 
good advertising and help 
put Motley on the map.  She 
noted that others in the 
community could join in 
and it would be a good vol-
unteer project for people 
to do together. The council 
agreed this was a good idea, 
but felt it would be better if  
Skeesick-Larson organized 
it on her own, due to liabil-
ity issues for the city.

o SET budget meeting for 
Monday, Oct. 5, at 4 p.m.

o SET planning and 
zoning commission meet-
ing for Monday, Oct. 5, at 5 
p.m.

o SET next regular coun-
cil meeting for Monday, Oct. 
12, at 4:30 p.m.

o NOTED that an Emer-
gency/Disaster Prepared-
ness Workshop will be held 
at city hall Wednesday, Oct. 
14, at 4 p.m.  

Work being done at Motley’s 
water and wastewater plants

The Central Lakes College Field Day 
program included a talk about beans by 
Juan Osorno, right, a bean geneticist from 
North Dakota State University. Osorno 
reminded the group that 50 percent of all 
kidney beans in the USA are grown in the 
central Minnesota area, as well as 90 per-
cent of the white kidney beans. This year, 
farmers are planting more black beans in 
this area because they are more resistant 
to soybean nematode parasites.

NDSU and CLC team up for edible 
bean experiments to produce stable va-

rieties that maintain quality beans with 
constant shapes and colors. Osorno said 
all the seed companies send their best 
varieties to grow side by side in Staples 
to see which ones work the best. “This is 
the Kentucky Derby for beans,” said Osor-
no, while standing on a plowed field that 
looked somewhat like a racetrack.

He said it takes seven to ten years 
to develop a new variety of bean, which 
is why long term experiments are needed. 
(Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

The Kentucky Derby for edible beans

Sandbox fun
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Looking back

Advertising 
(classified and display), 

copy, public notices, 
letters to the editor, etc.:

DEADLINE
Friday noon

The Staples World office,
224 4th St. NE, is 

open every weekday, 8 a.m. - noon. 
•For afternoon availability, 

call 218-894-1112.
Regular advertising and copy 

deadline is Friday, noon.

The office closes at noon on Friday.

moved to 207 4th St. NE

Across from the old Staples Theatre marquee

Located two doors south of 
Stomping Grounds Coffee Shop.

75 Years ago - 1951 
o Sept. 20, 1951 - Elmer 

Pederson and three of  his 
children had a narrow 
escape from serious injury 
Sunday after noon just 
north of  Oylen.

Elmer, with the three 
children in his truck, had 
gone north of  Oylen to get 
a horse he had purchased. 
They loaded the animal into 
the truck and started on 
their return home.

The horse broke loose 
from its halter, jumped on 
top of  the cab of  the truck, 
and in so doing one of  his 
legs went through the top 
of  the cab, narrowly miss-
ing the children, another 
through the windshield and 
one on the hood of  the car.

Elmer grabbed the small-
est of  the boys and literally 
threw him out of  the truck 

to avoid being injured. He 
could not reach the little 
girl, and it was then the 
truck started rolling along.

Raymond, his 11 year old 
son, ran after the truck and 
in some way got inside the 
cab and stopped the truck. 
The smallest boy received 
two or three bumps on his 
face and head. Elmer got 
two pieces of  glass in one 
of  his eyes and this was 
quickly removed by one of  
the men on the place where 
the horse was purchased.

They left the horse there 
and returned to their home, 
glad that they were not 
more seriously injured. The 
truck was badly damaged in 
the accident.

o Sept. 20, 1951 - Staples 
Produce Company, Inc., of  
which W. F. Hall is one of  
the owners, has gone in, in a 
big way, for baby chicks for 
next season.

Monday, Sept. 17, a spe-
cial plane from Morris, Ill, 
zoomed over the city of  
Staples and landed at the 
Staples Municipal airport 
north of  the city, carrying 
5,000 day old baby chicks 
with delivery made to the 
Staples Produce company 
of  this city.

The baby chicks are 
White Rock chicks. They 
have been placed in the 
starting pens at the Staples 
Hatchery and when two 
weeks old will be taken to 
the poultry farm of  the pro-
duce company where they 
will finally become mature 
chickens.

The plane landed at noon 
carrying the White Rock  
chicks which are a special 
meat type chick which will 
eventually mature into 
broilers for the company. 
Four hours of  flying time 
was required to make the 
trip, and the chicks came 
out 100 percent upon arrival 

here.
o Sept. 20, 1951 - Coach 

Burle Force’s Motley high 
school six man football 
team got away to a success-
ful Crow Wing Valley con-
ference debut here Friday 
a f t e r n o o n ,  t h u m p i n g 
Pequot Lakes 50-12.

A 70 yd. run by Richard 
Thomson put Motley in 
front and Thomson broke 
away for another long 
scoring dash, 55 yds., for a 
second score. Mel Green-
waldt also went 55 yds. to 
make it 18-0 at the quarter’s 
close.

50 Years ago - 1976
o Sept. 9, 1976 - For Rent: 2 

room apartment. Downtown 
location. $95.00 monthly. 
Hengel Realty, Staples.

o Sept. 9. 1976 - For Sale: 
1974 Rollahome 14 x 52, 2 
bedroom, lived in two weeks, 
$6,000. Leader, MN.

o Sept. 9, 1976 - The Motley 
Lionettes were the winners 
of  the Women’s Softball 
League in Staples this year. 
They finished with a record 
of  10 wins and suffered one 
lone loss.

Members of  the cham-
pionship team are Mary 
Kampa, Bonnie Willoughby, 
Putsie Swecker,  Marie 
Macheel, Marion Engstrom, 
Liga Shake, Marian Wil-
loughby, Linda Neterval, 
Lorna Hanson, Jo Smith, 
Mollie Skeesick, Lorraine 
Cleveland, and Steve Shake, 
manager.

o Sept. 9, 1976 - Mr. and 
Mrs. Greg Frisk will leave 
on Sept. 14, for Catania, 
Sicily, where he will be sta-
tioned for two years. Greg 
is a pilot in the U.S. Navy 
in the Search and Rescue 
Operation.

o Sept. 9, 1976 - Master 
Charge.  The Interbank 

Card. Stop in now and get 
your application blank for 
your own Master Charge 
card at Staples State Bank, 
Staples, Minn. 894-1522.

25 Years ago - 2001
o Sept. 20, 2001 - For 

family and friends of  Jill 
Mertens, this week is a big 
week in their lives.

The 2000 graduate of  
Staples Motley High School 
is the current Miss North 
Dakota, and has been com-
peting all this week in the 
Miss America pageant 
events in Atlantic City, New 
Jersey. The Miss Amer-
ica finals will be televised 
Saturday night, Sept. 22 on 
ABC television.

o Sept. 20, 2001 - The Car-
dinal girls last week downed 
Park Rapids 3-0 in Mid 
State Conference volleyball 
action. Coach Linda Card’s 
spikers were in control all 
the way, winning 15-7, 15-8 
and 15-9 at Park Rapids on 
Sept. 11.

F r o n t  l i n e  p l ay e r s 
Michelle Honek, Mary Has-
selberg and Steph Rice led 
the hitting attack. Honek 
was 16 for 19 with 10 kills, 
Hasselberg was 7 for 10 with 
4 kills and Rice, who was 12 
for 12, had 6 kills.

o Sept. 20, 2001 - The Sta-
ples Motley girls tennis 
team last Saturday claimed 
a team championship at the 
Mid State Conference tour-
nament, with victories in 
six of  seven matches.

Laura Warn won the Mid 
State first singles title.  Win-
ning the second singles title 
was junior Jenna Vogel; and 
stepping it up at third sin-
gles was freshman Jacque 
Peterson.

o Sept. 20, 2001 - Trees are 
more than a passing interest 
of  Jeremy Triepke, winner 
of  the Minnesota Depart-

ment of  Natural Resources 
(DNR) Commissioner’s 2001 
FFA Youth Award.

Triepke, who attends 
Staples Motley High School, 
earned the honor for the 
high quality of  his super-
vised agricultural experi-
ence at Gene’s Tree Farm 
near Staples. He received 
the award from DNR Com-
missioner Allen Garber 
Aug. 31, at the Minnesota 
State Fair.

Triepke’s interest in 
trees was sparked when 
Kerry Lindgren, Future 
Farmers of  America (FFA) 
chapter advisor, enlisted his 
help in a community ser-
vice project that involved 
transplanting 150 trees from 
Gene’s Tree farm to a farm 
enrolled in the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program. 

o Sept. 20, 2001 - District 
5M8 Zone Chair, Jenelle 
Shriver installed remaining 
‘93 Lions officers at a recent 
meeting. They are Bea 
Hoxter, Tail Twister; Bobbe 
Anderson, Second Vice 
President; Joey Hirschey, 
one year Director; and Jan 
Pogreba, Secretary.

o Sept. 20, 2001 - Father 
Tim Wenzel rang the Sacred 
heart Church bells in Sta-
ples at noon last Friday, Sept. 
14. Throughout the nation, 
church bells rang in a show 
of  support and moment of  
prayer in memory of  the 
approximately 5,000 Ameri-
can lives lost in the Sept. 11, 
2001 terrorist attacks aimed 
at the World Trade Center, 
the Pentagon and possibly 
other targets in Washington. 

10 Years ago - 2016
o Sept. 15, 2016 - Lisa 

Bjerga, CPA, MBA, FHFMA, 
recently accepted the posi-
tion of  Chief  Financial 
Officer (CFO) at Lakewood 
Health System in Staples. 
Bjerga has held several 
positions at  Lakewood 
beginning in 2008, as an 
accountant and moving up 
to become finance direc-
tor, director of  revenue 
cycle and vice president of  
finance and revenue cycle. 

o Sept. 15, 2016 - At least 25 
people attended a concert at 
the Lake Shamineau home 
of  Pat Held recently, featur-
ing the music of  jazz pianist 
George Maurer and vocal-
ist Leslie Vincent, both of  
the Twin Cities. The annual 
event, named ‘Heldstock’ by 
Pat and his late wife, Caro-
lyn, has been going strong 
since 1992.

- o - 
Compiled by

Dawn Timbs
- o - 

Last week’s mystery photo pub-
lished in the Sept. 2, 1976 edition of 
the Staples World featured Staples high 
school football co-captains Doug Held-
man (left) and Pete Card (right), with their 
head coach Myron Smith. The three 
were going over one of the plays they 
planned to use against Pelican Rapids 
Friday night in the opening grid game of 
the season. 

Marlene (Card) Reeck of Staples 
correctly identified all in the photo 
which included her brother, Pete Card 
III, “with hair.” She said the picture 
brought back a lot of great memories. 

Ken Klose of Staples recognized 
the football coach, Myron Smith.

Thanks for participating in our 
mystery photo.

Mystery solved

Hello readers. This week’s archive 
photo is from 2001. Do you know who 
these people are and perhaps the con-
text of the photo? Do you have a memory 
to share? Email your answers and where 

you’re from to dtimbs@staplesworld.com 
by Friday, or call 218-894-1112. The an-
swers will be published in next week’s 
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Mystery photo

SEPT. 16, 2026
Staples Police
Alejandro Domingo Avila, Milwua-

kee, WI. Cannabis open package 
- Cannabis use in motor vehicle on 
street or highway prohibited. Fine 
$100. Fee $85.

Christian Alex Demetr Corey, 
Staples. Driving after revocation. 
Fine $200. Fee $85. Motorcycle - 
Driving on street or highway without 
endorsement. Fine $50. Operate 
Unregistered Vehicle/Without Plates 
Displayed. Fine $100.

Seth Anthony Prekker, Crosby. 
Speed 74/65. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Thressie Marie Sadler, Deer-
wood. Driving after revocation. Fine 
$200. Fee $85.Driver Who Is Not 
Owner Must Later Produce Proof of 
Insurance. Fine $200. 

Jerald Renell Jr. Shelvy, Fayette, 
MS. Speed 43/30. Fine $50. Fee 
$85.

Jaclyn Sue Tyrrell, Staples. Pass-
ing parked authorized vehicle - 2 
lanes in same direction. Fine $50. 
Fee $85.

Todd County Sheriff
Gregory Scott Behsman, Ran-

dall. Liquor-Consumption by per-
sons under 21. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Junior Lee Etpison, Long Prai-
rie. Driving without a valid license 
for vehicle class or type. Fine $100. 
Fee $85.

Jordon Scott Kluver, Alexandria. 
Operate Vehicle With Expired Regis-
tration. Fine $30. Fee $85.

Brian Don Kuelbs, Clarissa. 
Driver Must Carry Proof of Insurance. 
Dismissed. Operate Vehicle With 
Expired Registration. Fine $30. Fee 
$85.

Alex Robert Nystrom, St. Cloud. 
Liquor-Consumption by persons 
under 21. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Emmanuel Ortiz Rosario, Star-
buck. Driving after revocation. Fine 
$200. Fee $85.

Jouniel Rivas Berdecia, Long 
Prairie. Motorcycle - Driving on 
street or highway without endorse-
ment. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Enmanuel Antonio Rodriguez 
Pena, Long Prairie. Speed 70/60. 
Fee $40. Fee $85.

Veronica Rose Schefers, Rice. 
Liquor-Consumption by persons 
under 21. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Xavier Perez Torres, Long Prairie. 
Driving after revocation. Fine $200. 
Fee $85.

M N  D e p t .  o f  N a t u r a l 
Resources

Cameron Jeffrey Carlson, Hewitt. 
Operate Unlicensed Watercraft.Fine 
$50. Fee $85.

Fail to have legal lifesaving 
device on board watercraft or water-
fowl boat. Fine $25.

Leah Marie Higgins, Long Prairie. 
Game and Fish - Licenses - Must 
have license or proper paperless in 
personal possession. Fine $25. Fee 
$85. 

MN State Patrol
Kenneth Raymond Buck, Fargo. 

Hands-Free Law. Fine $50. Fee 
$85.

Mar tin Diaz Gallardo, Sauk 
Centre. Speed 76/60. Fine $60. 
Fee $210. Driver/owner allow open 
bottle. Dismissed.

Jeffery Jason Draper, Victorville, 
CA. Speed 79/70. Fine $40. Fee 
$85.

Benjamin Govea, Long Prairie. 
Display expired registration. Fine 
$30. Fee $85.

Mason James Groen, Prinsburg. 
Seat belt required. Fine $25. Fee 
$85.

A l f r e d  R a y m o n d  K r a m e r, 
Wadena. Speed 86/70. Fine $60. 
Fee $85.

Saim Abdulha Mushtaq, Winni-
peg. Speed 90/70. Fine $70. Fee 
$155. 

Steven Russel Noland, Oro 
Valley, AZ. Speed 65/55. Fine $40. 
Fee $85. 

Elizabeth Emma Ohrberg, Little 
Falls. Speed 65/60. Fine $40. Fee 
$85.

Nicholas Robert Peters, New 
York Mills. Hands-Free Law. Fine 
$50. Fee $85.

Michelelange Velerius, Long 
Prairie. No MN Driver License after 
60 days residency/30 days CDL. 
Fine $100 Fee $85.

Daniel Lee Wasniak, Highland 
Ranch, CO. Speed 80/70. Fine 
$40. Fee $85.

The following cases were 
heard before Heidi L. Hovis, 
Seventh District Court in Todd 
County September 9, 2026.

Dwin Abran Garcia Ruiz, Long 
Prairie. Driving After Cancellation - 
Inimical to Public Safety. Sentenced. 
Unsupervised probation, 2 Yr. Local 
Confinement 364 Days, Stay 0 Yr 
0 Mo 360 Days For 2 Yr. Credit for 
time served: 4 Days Fine $200. Fee 
$350.

Zackry Gust Meidinger, Verndale. 
Driving after Cancellation-Inimical 
to Public Safety. Sentenced. Local 
Confinement  23 Days, Stay 0 Yr 0 
Mo 0 Days Credit for time served: 23 
Days. Driving Without Ignition Inter-
lock. Dismissed.

J o s e  G u a d a l u p e  R o d r i -
guez, Long Prairie. Burglary-2nd 
Degree-Dwelling. Dismissed. 3rd 
Degree DWI - Operate Motor Vehi-
cle - Alcohol Concentration 0.08 
Within 2 Hour.  Dismissed.  Domes-
tic Assault. Dismissed. Disorderly 
Conduct Dismissed. DWI - Operate 
Motor Vehicle - Alcohol Concen-
tration 0.08 Within 2 Hours. Sen-
tenced. Supervised probation, 2 Yr. 
Local Confinement 90 Days, Stay 
0 Yr 0 Mo 85 Days For 2 Yr Credit 
for time served: 5 Days. Fine $50. 
Fee $225.

--Court reports are received 
from the Long Prairie Leader.

Todd Cty. court 
report

R e c e n t  i n c i d e n t s 
r e p o r t e d  by  t h e  S t a -
ples Police Department 
included:

Sept. 8, Staples Police 
responded to report of  a 
truck window broken by 
a sibling. Police cited one 
brother for damage to prop-
erty.

Sept. 8, Staples Police 
responded to a report of  a 
student who walked away 
from school. Student was 
returned to a group home.

Sept. 9, Staples Police 
observed a male party on 
his knees on the shoulder 
of  Highway 10. Police paged 
ambulance; party has a lac-
eration to their head.

Sept. 9, Staples Police 
investigated report of  a 
person riding a scooter in 
the traffic lane on 2nd Ave. 

NE.
Sept. 11, Staples Police 

assisted hospital staf f  
with a male party who was 
destroying his room. Police 
assisted staff  with getting 
the person into a transport 
vehicle to leave.

Sept. 11, Staples Police 
assisted with an injured 
owl that was brought to the 
police department.

Sept. 11, Staples Police 
unlocked the storm shelter 
at Dower Lake Recreation 
Area for incoming severe 
weather. Police advised 
campers.

Sept.11, Staples Police 
conducted a DWI traffic 
stop.

Sept. 11, Staples Police 
conducted a death investi-
gation.

Staples Police 
report

DEADLINES
Newspaper deadline for copy 

and advertising: 12 noon Fridays
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Quote of  the week

“How we spend our days is, of  course, 
how we spend our lives. What we do with this 

hour and with that one, 
is what we are doing.”

— Annie Dillard, 1945-2026

By Frank Odell

Sometimes the hardest 
part is not climbing the 
mountain, fighting the bat-
tle, or solving the mystery. 
It is simply getting dressed 
and walking through the 
door.

People are strange. We 
will drive twenty miles for 
half-price mozzarella sticks, 
yet hesitate to pursue a 
dream right in front of  us. 
We will binge-watch twelve 
episodes of  strangers sur-
viving on deserted islands 
while avoiding our own 
Monday morning. Some-
where along the way, regret 
became a quiet roommate—
eating our cereal, borrow-
ing our courage, and whis-
pering, “Maybe tomorrow.”

But life rarely chang-
es tomorrow. Life changes 
when people simply show 
up.

That is the message to-
day:

Not be perfect.
Not be famous.
Not be fearless.
Just show up.
Because regret is not 

usually bor n from fail-
ure. Regret is born from 
absence. The empty chair. 
The missed opportunity. 
The phone call never made. 
The hand never raised. The 
apology never spoken. Fail-
ure bruises the ego, but re-
gret gnaws at the soul like a 
raccoon trapped in an attic 
at 2 a.m.—loud, persistent, 
and oddly athletic.

Most people think cour-
age looks like fireworks. In 
reality, courage often looks 
like a tired person drag-
ging themselves into the 
arena saying, “Well… here 
goes nothing.” History cel-
ebrates the grand victories, 
but heaven and earth are 
often moved by ordinary 
persistence.

Consider the farmer. He 

cannot control the rain, the 
wind, or whether a squirrel 
declares war on his corn-
field. Yet every spring he 
walks outside and plants 
anyway. Why? Because har-
vest only visits fields where 
someone showed up.

The same is true in re-
lationships. Friendships 
survive because somebody 
shows up. Families heal be-
cause somebody shows up. 
Communities rise because 
somebody shows up. Even 
love itself  is less about daz-
zling speeches and more 
about presence. Flowers 
are nice, but being there 
during difficult seasons—
that is gold. Anybody can 
attend the party. Showing 
up during suffering sepa-
rates the spectators from 
the saints.

Now let us be honest. 
Showing up can feel terri-
fying. Fear is creative. Fear 
deserves an honorary doc-
torate in exaggeration. It 
tells us:

“You’ll embarrass your-
self.”

“You’re too old.”
“You’re too late.”
“You’ll fail.”
Fear is basically a moti-

vational speaker working 
for the wrong team.

But logic tells another 
story. Every skilled person 
was once awkward. Every 
champion was once uncer-
tain. Every speaker once 
sounded like a blender full 
of  marbles. Nobody begins 
polished. Growth is clumsy 
before it becomes graceful.

A child learning to walk 
does not hold a press con-
ference after falling down. 
Imagine that:

“Ladies and gentlemen, 
after careful consideration, 
I have decided crawling is 
my final form.”

No. The child gets back 
up. Again and again. Hu-
manity’s first lesson is per-
sistence. Somewhere along 

adulthood we traded resil-
ience for reputation. We be-
came more afraid of  look-
ing foolish than remaining 
stuck.

There is dignity in ef-
fort. There is honor in try-
ing. The cemetery is filled 
with unwritten songs, un-
started dreams, and words 
people were too afraid to say. 
Regret often whispers one 
haunting sentence:

“What if  I had gone?”
So go.
Show up to the interview.
Show up to the class.
Show up to the difficult 

conversation.
Show up to your own fu-

ture.
Just show up.
Years from now, people 

rarely regret the risks they 
took with sincerity. They re-
gret hesitation. Silence. De-
lay. The opportunities they 
left untouched because fear 
convinced them they were 
unworthy.

But you do not have to let 
regret write your biography.

Today can become a turn-
ing point. Not because the 
road suddenly became easy, 
but because you decided to 
appear for your own life.

So when doubt knocks on 
your door tomorrow morn-
ing, greet it politely if  you 
must—but do not hand it 
the keys.

Stand up.
Take the step.
Enter the arena.
And if  all you can man-

age today is one shaky, un-
certain, caffeine-assisted 
act of  courage—wonderful.

That is still called show-
ing up.

Frank Odell was an English 
Teacher 30 years, MN State 
Fair Food vender 27 yrs, and 
P.B. Toastmaster of Year 
2020 - 2021

Just show up
Find Treasure Within

It was not a complete 
surprise when my five-year-
old New York City-dwelling 
granddaughter expressed 
displeasure at that the idea 
of  her “poppi”—me, her 
grandfather—being a hunt-
er.  Her mother, my daugh-
ter, grew up in Minnesota 
with hunting as a normal 
and routine autumn ac-
tivity.  But, unlike genetic 
traits rooted in our DNA, 
a t t i t u d e s 
a r e  n o t 
n e c e s s a r -
ily passed 
d o w n  t o 
offspring.

I  s a y 
“not a com-
plete sur-
prise” be-
cause—to 
a  g r e a t 
d e g r e e —
y o u n g 
people are 
shaped by 
t h e  “h ab-
i t a t ”  i n 
which they live. Given that 
my granddaughter lives in 
what is probably America’s 
most urbanized environ-
ment, odds are that few—if  
any—of  her pre-school and 
kindergarten classmates 
and friends have come from 
homes where hunting is a 
part of  family culture.  And, 
if  that is the case, neither 
would it surprise me if  
hunting may be character-
ized in less than a positive 
way.  That seems to be the 
way of  things these days 
when hunting traditions 
are absent, or not a part of  
cultural history.

Whether she will come 
to accept the fact, or under-

stand why her grandfather 
is a hunter, only time will 
tell.  But her questioning 
the practice has prompted 
me to reflect on both the 

“why” and the “how” of  my 
hunting.  For me the why 
is partially answered by 
the fact that so many crea-
tures—humans, too—are 
predators, in one way or an-
other.  My granddaughter is, 
as well, as an enthusiastic 
consumer of  steak, sea food, 
and hamburgers.  That’s 
predation by proxy, though 
the connection may not be 
obvious to everyone; espe-
cially to a five-year-old.

The how part of  hunting 
matters, too.  I may not con-
sciously and ceremonially 
pay thanks to the grouse or 
duck I shoot, as we’re told 
many Native Americans 
did.  But I do owe something 
to that grouse, duck, or oth-
er game I pursue.  Beyond 
observing the letter of  the 
law, it’s my responsibility 
to acquire the skill to har-
vest as humanely as possi-
ble, as contradictory as that 
description of  taking a life 
may seem.  Equally import-
ant is to make every effort 
to recover game after a shot 
is made. Judgement and re-
straint are part of  the pro-
cess, and involve limiting 
myself  to shots within my 
capabilities.  These are ide-
als that we as hunters may 
not always fully measure 
up to.  But they’re ideals we 
should strive for.

I also owe it to the game 
I harvest not to waste it.  If  
it’s wasted, then harvest 
begins to look more like 
mere killing.  It starts with 
expeditious cooling and 
cleaning of  game, within 
reason.  Under common fall 
hunting conditions, typi-
cally in late October or No-
vember, cooling is aided by 
air temperature.  In warm-
er weather it’s a good idea 
to have a cooler filled with 
ice to keep birds cool until 
they’re cleaned.

There are some who 
believe that game birds 
should be hung intact for a 
period of  time before they 
are cleaned.  In theory, this 
can make them more tender 
due to the breakdown of  
connective tissue in a bird’s 
meat.  Some also believe 
that flavor is enhanced.  Vi-
tal to this practice is main-
taining a sufficiently cool 
temperature, said by some 
to be between 35 and 50 de-
grees.

This is not a universally 
held belief.  An older gen-
tleman with whom I hunt-
ed grouse many years ago 
made it a practice to “field 
dress” each grouse immedi-
ately after it had been shot 
and retrieved by one of  his 
English setters.  The bird’s 
body cavity was emptied of  
all “innards,” and stuffed 
loosely with grasses to keep 

it open and enhance cool-
ing.  Those innards were 
hung from a branch high 
enough not to be a tempta-
tion to the dogs, hopefully 
to be found and consumed 
by a scavenger.

The digestive enzymes 
of  a grouse, my friend 
pointed out, are strong 
enough to break down 
even the tough, woody cat-
kins, twigs, and buds these 
birds consume.  If  these en-
zymes escape their normal 
place in the bird’s digestive 
tract—as can easily happen 
when shot pellets penetrate 
it—the likely outcome is 
unsavory, or at least poorer, 
meat.  A similar outcome 
can happen with other 
game birds, too.

The next step in doing 
justice to the game you’ve 
harvested is the one that 
should be the most pleasur-
able: consuming it.  There 
is more enthusiasm for 
wild game on the menu in 
some households than in 
others.  Sometimes this 
leads to wild game spend-
ing more time in the freezer 
than it should. Left there 
long enough, freezer burn 
is a probable outcome; dry, 
toughened meat, with al-
tered texture and taste.  I 
have been guilty of  this 
more than once over the 
years, and have weakly fall-
en back on the excuse that 
no one else in the house-
hold cared for wild duck, or 
venison. 

If  wild game is going to 
spend time in the freezer, 
there are ways to minimize 
the downsides.  Air and 
moisture are enemies of  
freezer-stored meat.   Meat 
should feel dry to the touch 
before packaging.  A vac-
uum sealer that removes 
nearly all air from heavy 
duty storage bags is highly 
recommended.  If  vacuum 
sealing is not an option, 
wrap tightly in plastic wrap, 
doing your best to force out 
air.  Then wrap in freezer 
paper or heavy duty alumi-
num foil.

Better, though, is to use 
wild game before you have a 
chance to forget about it, or 
for it to be buried beneath 
other freezer fare that 
comes home in Costco-size 
quantities.  Few of  us are 
likely to put wild game on 
the menu with a frequency 
that matches our non-game 
consumption.  But few of  
us harvest wild creatures 
in quantities too great to 
make a dining experience 
out of  them within a rea-
sonable period of  time after 
they’re harvested.

Good rule number one 
should be to not shoot 
something you don’t intend 
to eat.  Good rule number 
two should be to show that 
creature respect and grati-
tude by taking nourishment 
from it when it’s at its best.

After the chase, don’t waste

- o - 
Inside the 
Outdoors

Mike Rahn
- o - 

Marlo Corona, President
Staples Area Chamber of Commerce

This has been a year of  tremendous 
growth, renewed energy and meaningful 
progress. With the support of  our members, 
we have worked to build a stronger, more 
active Chamber that brings real value to 
local businesses and our community.

Over the past year, the Chamber has:
•Grown to more than 65 member busi-

nesses and organizations
•Opened a new downtown Chamber of-

fice that also serves as a visitor information 
and community welcome center

•Launched Hometown Highlights in part-
nership with the Staples World to share the 
stories of  our members and community

•Expanded member promotion through 
business spotlights, event advertising, so-
cial media, referrals and community mar-
keting

•Increased visits to our Facebook page by 
nearly 48 percent (%) and grew our follow-
ing by more than 13 percent (%)

•Supported ribbon cuttings, grand open-
ings, Chamber socials, networking oppor-
tunities and business connections

•Promoted Shop Local campaigns, Cham-
ber Bucks, member specials and seasonal 
shopping opportunities

•Helped organize and support commu-
nity events, including Hometown Harvest, 
Railroad Days member promotions, the Po-
lar Express celebration, summer events 
and other community partnerships

•Strengthened relationships with local 
businesses, schools, healthcare organiza-
tions, nonprofits and community leaders

•Welcomed new board members, updated 
Chamber policies and continued develop-
ing a stronger and more accountable orga-
nization

•Worked to ensure local businesses have 
a voice in conversations affecting economic 
development, tourism and the future of  our 
community.

Membership benefits
Membership helps make all of  this pos-

sible. It supports the marketing, events, 
programs, visitor services, business ad-
vocacy and community partnerships that 
strengthen our entire area.

As a Chamber member, your business 
receives opportunities for:

•Increased visibility through our website, 
social media, print promotions and mem-
ber spotlights

•Business referrals and inclusion in our 
online membership directory

•Networking and relationship-building 
with other local leaders

•Promotion of  your events, specials, 
milestones and employment opportunities

•Participation in Shop Local campaigns 
and community events

•Sponsorship, leadership and community 
involvement opportunities

•A collective voice advocating for a strong 
local business environment

When you renew, you’re doing more than 
purchasing a membership. You’re investing 
in the continued growth of  your business 
community and helping us create a wel-
coming, connected and vibrant place to live, 
work, shop and visit.

You can renew online at www.staples-
chamber.org. There’s no additional charge 
for registering online. If  you prefer a print-
ed application or need assistance with your 
renewal,  contact us at 218-894-3974 or sta-
pleschambermarketing@gmail.com.

Thank you for your past support and for 
the important role your business plays in 
our community. We hope you will continue 
growing with us in the coming year.

Staples Chamber expands, 
creates opportunities

Ivy Brashear
The Rural Blog

As natural habitats for 
wildlife continue to shrink, 
wildlife-human interactions 
continue to rise, causing big 
problems for fish and wild-
life departments most often 
tasked with alleviating the 
problems such interactions 
can cause (e.g., property 
damage, crop destruction, 
livestock loss, human casu-
alties). Emily

Senkosky reports for 
High Country News about 
how one Western town is 
trying to prevent the prob-
lems before they start. 

Neighborhoods in Boz-
eman, Montana, have ex-
panded their way outward 

into surrounding wild ar-
eas, and wildlife-human in-
teractions have increased 
as a result. “The city’s 
south side is home to an 
estimated 60 to 80 deer per 
square mile, and bears and 
mountain lions visit Boz-
eman trails, green spaces 
and backyards,” Senkosky 
writes. 

Noah Starling is a wild-
life technician with Mon-
tana’s Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks service, and told Sen-
kosky that a big part of  his 
job is to “euthanize animals 
whose behavior poses a risk 
to public safety.” Drivers hit 
so many deer in the winter 
of  2022 that Starling was 
euthanizing up to six deer 
per day. He euthanized three 

bears on a single day in 
2023. He enrolled in a mas-
ter’s program at Montana 
State University’s to study 
human-wildlife interaction, 
spurred by his experiences. 

Starling is creating an in-
teractive map of  Bozeman 
and Gallatin County show-
ing where human-wildlife 
conflicts are most likely in 
the hope that city, county 
and state officials can work 
together to reduce the num-
ber of  fatal encounters for 
wildlife. “This is a tool that I 
hope will give decision-mak-
ers a way to know where 
conflict is occurring,” said 
Starling. “We can’t stop the 
increase of  humans, but we 
can help increase knowl-
edge.”

Montana city mapping wildlife conflicts
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TEN HI, MOTLEY
Come, join the fun, Oct. - March.
-Bingo hosted by Ten Hi 

and the Motley Lions
Lic. #05943w39-40p

“Gorka’s” chicken & fixings.
Silent Auction, Grandma’s 
Pantry and 50/50 Raffle.

Ages 11+: $15
Ages 4-10: $8

Ages 3 and under: Free
To go orders available.

Sat., Sept. 26
Serving: 4:30-7:30 p.m.

Fall

Chicken Dinner

w
40p

Bethany 
Lutheran Church
25430 Bison Road, Cushing

PreSchool Storytime has started at the Staples 
Library. Children can look forward to stories, crafts and 
snacks. The next Storytime will be held Wednesday, 
Oct. 21 at 10:30 a.m. Call the library at 218-894-1401 
to register or stop by 122 6th St. NE, Staples. The pro-
gram is sponsored by the Staples Friends of the Library. 
Above: Irelyn Basara, Lincoln Mast and Addison Mast 
with their apple crafts. (Submitted photo)

Storytime at Staples Library

The Staples Senior Citizens gathered Sept. 16, in the Staples Community Center 
Senior Citizen’s room for lunch, coffee and bingo. The group gets together every third 
Wednesday of the month at 11 a.m. The next gathering will be held Wednesday, Oct. 
21, with the option to dress up for Halloween. Above, front row, left to right: Maryann 
Riewer, Linda Christensen, Tootie Moris, Mary Wetzel; back: Jeannie Huebner, Amy 
Lindstrom, Lois Kneisl, Gloria Marden, Mary Peterson. (Staples World photo by Janice 
Winter)

Staples Senior Citizen’s Sept. gathering

Menu
Senior Nutrition 

Program, Staples
Staples: Call mornings (218-

979-4118) the Thursday before to 
reserve next week’s meal(s) and 
current suggested donation info. 
LSS Meals - traditional menu 
(subject to change).

LOCATED AT: Staples Hi-
Rise, 615 4th St. NE, Staples. Se-
niors welcome to dine-in at 11:00 
a.m., with meal reservations. 

•Staples Site:
218-979-4118.

•Motley Site: 
218-824-3820.

Sept. 28 - Sept. 30
Monday - Tuna noodle 

casserole, green peas, hot 
spiced peaches, dinner roll, 
marg., vanilla pudding/top-
ping, 1% milk.

Tuesday - Sloppy Joe/bun, 
country veggie blend, fruit 
crumble, summer pasta sal-
ad, 1% milk.

wk40

September 23
Prayer aT The Pole   will 

take place Wednesday, Sept. 
23, 7:15 a.m., at the flag pole 
in the of  the entrance at 
Centennial Auditorium in 
Staples. 

September 24
‘Walk WiTh a doc’   Thurs-

days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-
wood Health System’s main 
campus in Staples. Meet 
at the main entrance. For 
more information about 
this free program, visit 
https://walkwithadoc.org/
join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

Wadena WhirlaWays square 
dance GrouP dancinG   Thurs-
day, Sept. 24, 7 - 9:30 p.m., at 
Lakewood Health System 
Care Center, 401 Prairie Ave 
NE, Staples.  Brad Neutz, 
caller. For info., 612-743-3480.

September 25
WoMen’s oPen aa recov-

ery MeeTinG Fridays in per-
son, 10:30 a.m., Motley Free 
Methodist Church (lower 
level), 33 Wellwood St. E. 
Motley. All women welcome.

September 26
Free coMMuniTy BreakFasT 

Saturday, Sept. 26, 9 - 10:30  
a.m., at Motley United 
Methodist Church, 847 3rd 
Ave. S., Motley. 

September 27
celeBraTe recovery GrouP 

MeeTinGs  Sundays, 6 p.m., 
at Motley Free Methodist 

Church, 33 Wellwood St. E., 
Motley.

September 29
GrieFshare - Weekly seMi-

nar and suPPorT GrouP   Tues-
days, 6 - 8 p.m., at Motley 
Free Methodist Church, 33 
Wellwood Street E., Motley. 
Through Dec. 15. For info., 
call 218-352-6888, or visit 
www.griefshare.org. 

exPerience sTrenGTh and 
hoPe aa GrouP MTGs in sTa-
Ples   Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m., 
at Church of  Christ, 27343 
490th St., Staples. For info., 
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

Mark Your Calendar

The Staples Host Lions recently do-
nated $2,500 to LEAP for their community 
Brick and Mortar fund. From left, Shane 

Tappe, Jerel Nelsen, Staples Host Lion 
President Bob Schafer, Lisa Bjerga. (Sta-
ples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Staples Host Lions donate to LEAP

Antique tractor pull re-
sults from the contest held 
at England Prairie August 
22, 2026 during Pioneer 
Days included:

Stock Class 3500
1st: Eugene George, Bat-

tle Lake, 1940 Farmall H 
219.40 ft.

2nd: Ben Hausman, Alex-
andria, 1949 Mpls. Moline 2, 
214.19 ft.

Stock Class 4000
1st: Kevin Arnhart, Fer-

gus Falls, 1953 Farmall Su-
per H, 274.84 ft

2nd: Ben Hausman, Alex-
andria, 1949 Mpls. Moline 2, 
250.51 ft.

Stock Class 4500
1st: Devon Egress, Clar-

issa, 1956 Oliver 88, 365.01 ft.
2nd: Russ Oliver, Nisswa, 

1937 John Deere A, 347.33 ft.
Stock Class 5000

1st: Devon Egress, Clar-
issa, 1957 Oliver 88, 269.77 ft.

2nd: Devon Egress, Cla-
rissa, 1956 Oliver 88, 250 ft.

Stock Class 5500
1st: Devon Egress, Clar-

issa, 1957 Oliver 88, 295.67 ft.
2nd: Matthew Goodman, 

Swanville, 1964 Oliver, 770 ft.
Stock Class 6500

1st: Riley Dietzrd, Osakis, 
1959 Farmall 560, 291.84. ft.

2nd Karl Hausman, Al-

exandria, 1954 Farmall 400, 
289.84 ft.

Stock Class 7500
1st: Riley Distzrd, Osakis, 

1959 Farmall 560, 296.91 ft.
2nd: Jon Hausman, Al-

exandria, 1958 Farmall 400, 
290.69.ft.

Stock Class 8500
1st Riley Dietzrd, Osakis, 

1959 Farmall 560, 396.45 ft.
2nd: Jon Hausman, Al-

exandria, 1958 Farmall 400, 
365.58 ft.

Stock Class 9500
1st: Karl Hausman, Al-

exandria, 1954 Farmall 400, 
290.23 ft.

2nd: David Sarff, Ea-
gle Bend, 1965 Oliver 1850, 
288.25 ft.

Stock Class 10,500
1st: Troy Riski, Clarissa, 

1972 John Deere 4320, 344.61 
ft.

2nd: David Sarff, Ea-
gle Bend, 1965 Oliver 1850, 
289.59 ft.

Improved Class 4500
1 s t :  Way n e  K i m b e r, 

Hewitt, 1959 IH 460, 290.41 ft.
2nd: Dustin Lehmann, 

Vergas, 1947 John Deere, 
235.44 ft.

Improved Class 5000
1st: Jason Dietz, Osakis, 

1960 Farmall 460, 288.35 ft.
2nd: Dustin Lehmann, 

Vergas, 1947 John Deere A, 
253.32 ft.

Improved Class 5500
1 s t :  Way n e  K i m b e r, 

Hewitt, 1959 IH 460, 379.82 ft.
2nd:  Daniel  Kimber, 

Hewitt, 1959 H 560, 369.82 ft.
Super Open Class 5000

1st: Jason Dietz, Osakis, 
1960 Farmall 460, 335.78 ft.

2nd:  Wayne Kimber, 
Hewitt, 1959 IH 400, 312.49 ft.

Oldest, youngest and 
person coming from the far-
thest away to compete were:

Oldest Puller: Thomas 
Nathe, 80, Sauk Center

Youngest Puller: Hayden 
Wallace, 119, Garfield

Farthest Away Puller: 
Kevin Arnhalt, Fergus Falls.

England Prairie antique 
tractor pull results

Recent reports from the 
Motley Police Dept. (MPD) 
and Morrison County Sher-
iff’s Office (MCSO) includ-
ed the following:

Sept. 11 - Motley Police 
assisted with funeral traffic 
at the intersection of  Main 
St and Hwy 10 in Motley. 

Sept. 10 - Motley Police 
assisted with funeral traf-
fic on Front St and Hwy 10 
in Motley.

Sept. 15 - Morrison Cty 
deputies responded to a re-
port of  a bear that had been 
hit by a vehicle at Dove Rd 
in Cushing. The MN Hwy 
Dept was at the scene re-

moving the animal.
Sept.  12  -  Mor rison 

County deputies arrested 
Curtis Daniel Venske, 47, 
for driving while intoxicat-
ed. The incident took place 
at Bison and Basswood Rds, 
Cushing.

Sept. 11 - The MCSO re-
ceived a report of  a skid 
loader on fire at Bison Rd 
and 260th St, Cushing. Ran-
dall Fire was paged.

Sept. 9 - A Morrison 
County deputy responded 
to a report of  suspicious ac-
tivity at the 33000 block of  
Cherry Ln, Motley.

Motley area law enforcement
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Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Adult Bible Study ..........................6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Sunday Worship Service ...................8:30 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org 
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
Pastor Joshua Jeresek
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA ....................218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
 Sunday Worship ............................8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775
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***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com. 
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.
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Father JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310
Father Greg Sauer

Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

207 4th St. NE., Staples, MN

Staples Area Church Directory

Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Adult Bible Study ..........................6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Sunday Worship Service ...................8:30 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org 
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
Pastor Joshua Jeresek
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA ....................218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
 Sunday Worship ............................8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.
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Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
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"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775
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***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com. 
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.

9:00 a.m.

parishsecretary@marysacc.org
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Mass: Sunday......................................8:30 a.m.

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314  
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
       Mass: Sunday..................................10:30 a.m.

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
parishsecretary@marysacc.org

St. Ann’s Catholic Church
514 1st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
parishsecretary@marysacc.org
Mass: Sunday (livestream)......................10 a.m.

Mass: Saturday.................................... 5:00 p.m.

218-631-1593

218-631-1593
Catholic Church

218-631-1593

Sunday School.........................................9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship....................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH......................6:30 p.m.

office@verndaleflc.org

 Pastor John Pavlica, Lead Pastor
   Sunday Worship  ........................... 9:30 a.m.
   Sunday School .............................11:00 a.m.
   Weds., AWANA .............................. 6:00 p.m.

To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: office@staplesworld.com, call 218-894-1112. 
Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: office@staplesworld.com.

Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

“Everything Has Its Time”
Pastor Roy Miles, Staples Assembly of God

Ecclesiastes 3:1–8 (NKJV)
“To everything there is a season, 
A time for every purpose under heaven: 
A time to be born, And a time to die; 
A time to plant, And a time to pluck what is planted; 
A time to kill, And a time to heal; 
A time to break down, And a time to build up; 
A time to weep, And a time to laugh; 
A time to mourn, And a time to dance; 
A time to cast away stones, And a time to
gather stones; 
A time to embrace, And a time to refrain from 
embracing; A time to gain, And a time to lose; 
A time to keep, And a time to throw away; 
A time to tear, And a time to sew; 
A time to keep silence, And a time to speak; 
A time to love, And a time to hate; 
A time of war, And a time of peace.”
I can’t believe it’s (late) September already. Every year 

that goes by, it seems to go faster and faster.
All the topics listed in Ecclesiastes 3, are happening, 

all at once. With our current technology we hear about 
the tragedies of the world within minutes of them hap-
pening. Then there are all the different  opinions on how 
we are to look at life. So let me share my thoughts on 

life.  In the Bible  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 
(John 14:6) . 

I believe this is true. So what time is it for us? Paul the 
apostle put it this way in 20-GDDXZ Corinthians 6:2,  “For 
He says: ‘In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in 
the day of salvation I have helped you. Behold, now is 
the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.’’  
I have found that life is so short. In James 4:14, James, 
under the anointing of the Spirit of God says, “whereas 
you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what 
is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time 
and then vanishes away.”

Do you really know what is going to happen tomor-
row? Now is the accepted time; NOW IS the day of sal-
vation. But no one comes to God the Father except 
through Jesus. Your time is now to choose eternal life.  
Acts 4:12 says, “Nor is there salvation in any other, for 
there is no other name under heaven given among men 
by which we must be saved.”

Will you make Jesus your Lord today? Admitting I 
needed a savior in Jesus was the greatest day of my 
life, recognizing Him as my Lord and confessing my sin 
before Him has brought the most freedom I could ever 
experience.

Pastor Jonathan Holland

Obituaries

Life Currents Policy
To request that an obituary, anniversary or other event (including benefit 

events) be placed word for word, personalized, contain more than one 
photo, or to run for more than one week, it may be placed as a display 
advertisement at the regular advertising rates ($10.75 /col. inch). The item 
will be placed in our newspaper with a border around it and must be paid for 
at the time of placement. Deadline for adveritising copy is noon on Friday.

Obituaries received from private parties, funeral homes, will be edited 
to our format and paid for prior to running at our obituary rate ($10.25 pci) 
plus $5 per photo. Minimum is $60. Deadline for copy is noon on Friday, 
however, every effort is made to include those with timely services. Death 
notices are available and are free if followed in the next publication by the 
entire obituary. Obituaries printed in the Staples World will be posted on 
our webstie.

All obituaries are paid advertisements. Obituaries requested to be 
printed word for word will be charged regular advertising rates and marked 
as a -Paid Advertisement- with a box around it.

Please be sure to include the name of the deceased, date of birth, age, 
city of residence, when and where he or she died and the name and city of 
the funeral home handling the arrangements. 

Needing/Wanting a 
 Granite Memorial

 FOR YOUR FAMILY?
I can help!
Diane M. 
Hahn

30 years serving 
our area! 

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685 
or 218-640-2341

32 years serving 
our area!

Frank J. Leidenfrost, 91, 
of  Staples passed away Sep-
tember 11, 2026 in Staples. 

Mass of  Christian Burial 
was held September 19, at 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church in Staples.

A graveside service with 
Military Honors was held 
September 21 at the Minne-
sota State Veterans Ceme-
tery in Little Falls.

Arrangements were by 
the Brenny Family Funeral 
Chapel, Staples.

             w40c A00006B2026SP23

Frank Leidenfrost

Robert Rego, 71, of  St. 
Michael, died of  complica-
tions of  kidney disease on 
September 12, 2026.

A memorial service will 
be held Sunday, September 
27 at 1 p.m. in the Monti-
cello High School audito-
rium, 5225 School Blvd in 
Monticello. A livestream of  
the service will be available 
under facebook.com/sun-
rise.rummage.

Rober t  (Bob)  Henry 
Rego was born February 25, 
1955 to Robert and Agnes 
(Webber) Rego in St. Paul.

The Rego family moved 
to Staples in 1965. Bob 
graduated from Staples 
High School in 1973. He 
attended North Dakota 
State University on a foot-
ball scholarship, majoring 
in Architecture.

Bob married his high 
school sweetheart, Susan 
LeVasseur, in 1975. After a 
camping trip to the North 
Shore they left for West 
Berlin, Germany, where 
Susan was stationed at 
Tempelhof  U.S. Air Force 
Base. Bob went to work 
with base  supply  and 
learned German from his 
co-workers. In their free 
time Bob and Sue enjoyed 
exploring Berlin, back-
packing by train and ferry 
to Rome, Athens, London, 
Amsterdam, Frankfort and 
Munich.

After returning to the 
States and finishing his 
degree and licensure, Bob 
began his 40-year career as 
an architecture with a firm 
in St. Louis Park that spe-
cialized in school design. 
He became a partner in 1987. 
He worked with dozens of  

school districts through-
out the state including Sta-
ples-Motley. He retired in 
2020.

In 1984, Bob and Sue 
moved to a hobby farm on 
the north shore of  Ganz 
Lake in St. Michael to raise 
their family. He extensively 
remodeled their 1906 farm 
house. In retirement he 
took up model railroading.

Bob is survived by his 
wife; one daughter, Katy 
(Adam) Cutter;  two sons, 
Isaac (Hannah) Rego and 
Ben (Kristy) Rego; one 
sister, Jeanne (Greg) Sever-
son; one sister-in-law, Diane 
(Mike) Sauer; one broth-
er-in-law, Dave (DeAnna) 
LeVasseur; six grandchil-
dren and nine nieces and 
nephews.

The family thanks the 
skilled staff  at Fresenius 
Kidney Care in Buffalo; the 
dedicated nurses at Mercy 
Hospital in Coon Rapids; 
Jim from Schu-Tran, Kelly 
from Allina Home Health,  
Shala and Stephanie from 
Comfort Keepers.

In lieu of  flowers, dona-
tions are suggested to Cen-
tral Minnesota Habitat for 
Humanity.
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Robert Rego

Cedric “Ced” Steinkraus, 
83, of  Hutchinson, passed 
away September 7, 2026, at 
Park Nicollet Methodist 
Hospital in St. Louis Park.

M e m o r i a l  S e r v i c e s 
were held September 18, at 
Hutchinson Evangelical 
Free Church in Hutchinson. 

Interment will be held 
at a later date at Minnesota 
State Veterans Cemetery in 
Little Falls. 

Online Obituaries and 
Guest Book available at 
www.hantge.com.

             w40c A00006B2026SP23

Cedric Steinkraus

DEADLINE
for all classified 
ads and copy is 

12 noon Friday

For the
Staples World

On l i n e b i r t h s r e m Ov e d 
at the request Of lakewOOd 
health system.

Hello World

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 9/20/2026 Central

MN License BC542636
ND License #56638

320-654-9900
www.safedrybasement.com

NOW OFFERING 
FINANCING



7aports
Wednesday, September 23, 2026Staples WorldS

T h e  S t a p l e s - M o t l e y 
tennis team finished strong 
to take a 6-1 win against 
section rival Park Rapids 
on Sept. 17. They also beat 
Wadena-Deer Creek 7-0 that 
day.

Against Park Rapids, 
the doubles matches were 
extremely competitive. 
Madison Perius and Natalie 
Hanson found themselves 
behind 4-3 in the second 
set, but won the next three 
games to win 6-4, 6-4. Perius 
said their consistency was 
key to the win, never giving 
up. Hanson said the two are 
benefiting from teamwork 
after two years of  playing 

as the number one doubles 
team.

At two doubles, Sarah 
Kroll and Lydia Roelofs lost 
their first set, then rolled in 
the next two, 6-2, 6-1. Alexa 
Dolezal and Katelyn Erick-
son started to solidify the 
number three doubles spot, 
using power serves and 
strong net play to win their 
second tiebreaker of  the 
day.

Three of  the Cardinal 
singles players breezed 
to a win, while Mia Pesta 
went up against a player 
who rarely loses at number 
three singles.

Team results
Staples-Motley 6, Park 

Rapids 1
Singles: Ronnie Noska W 

6-1, 6-1; Kaylee Perius W 6-1, 
6-0; Mia Pesta L 0-6, 1-6; Charlie 
Noska W 6-4, 6-0

Doubles: Madison Perius/
Natalie Hanson W 6-4, 6-4; 
Sarah Kroll/Lydia Roelofs W 
3-6, 6-2, 6-1; Alexa Dolezal/Kate-
lyn Erickson W 6-3, 4-6, (10-6)

Staples-Motley 7, Wade-
na-Deer Creek 0

Singles: R. Noska W 6-1, 6-0; 
K. Perius W 6-0, 6-1; Roelofs W 
6-1, 6-3; Pesta W 6-1, 6-1

Doubles: M. Perius/Hanson 
W 6-2, 6-2; C. Noska/Kroll W 6-3, 
6-2; Erickson/Dolezal W 6-4, 4-6, 
(10-5)

Cardinals tennis team 
comes on strong in win

The Staples-Motley foot-
ball team played strong 
against a ranked opponent 
on Sept. 18, but ended up 
losing 40-14 in their first 
home game of  the season.

T h e  C a r d i n a l s  f e l l 
behind 14-0 before earning 
a first down. They started 
making plays after that, 
with Cayden Niesen and 
Beau Carlson making good 
gains on the ground, and 
Cooper Tappe completing 
short passes. The Cardinals 
drove into Hawley territory 

twice in the first half  but 
were turned away on fourth 
down.

Evan Schultz intercepted 
a tipped pass to give thet 
eam another spark. 

On defense, the Cardi-
nals stacked the line on sev-
eral plays, but were caught 
on misdirection runs and 
screen passes as Hawley 
took a 26-0 lead into half-
time. 

I n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f , 
H aw l e y  s c o r e d  t w i c e, 
including after a turnover 

by Staples-Motley. 
Ayden Hovland stopped 

a Hawley drive by forcing a 
fumble on a fourth down try.

In the fourth quarter, 
quarterback Cooper Tappe 
found Niesen open behind 
the defense and hit him for 
a touchdown pass. Towards 
the end of  the game, Liam 
Jennissen threw a long 
touchdown pass to Jayden 
Rogers. Jennisen ran in 
the extra point to make the 
final score 14-46.

Cardinals score twice 
against ranked team

The Staples-Motley cross 
country teams both placed 
second in the Pine Riv-
er-Backus Invitational on 
Sept. 17. Andrew Dobson 
led the boys team with a 
third place finish and Elise 
Trif  was the top girls fin-
isher in seventh place.

With smaller numbers 
this year, the Cardinals 
were still able to assem-
ble two teams that placed 
second because of  their 
depth, with their fourth and 
fifth runners outpacing the 
other teams behind them.

“We are seeing socially 

strong teams developing 
in these early stages,” said 
Coach Bruce Fuhr man. 

“This is a team program, 
centered on learning and 
growing. The successes 
just seem to evolve out of  
this: ordinary kids doing 
extra-ordinary things.”

Girls results
Crosby-Ironton 22, Sta-

ples-Motley 59, McGregor 
69, Deer River/N/HC 83

7. Elise Trif  22:34, 11. 
Suhaila Mikhaeil 23:16, 
12. Anna Warner 23:52, 18. 
Alexis Odden 25;18, 19. 

Elizabeth Kroll 25:26, 30. 
Cydney McGree-Schmidt-
bauer 33:02

Boys results
Crosby-Ironton 23, Sta-

ples-Motley 59, McGregor 
60, Pillager 86, Cass Lake-
Bena 109

3 .  A n d r e w  D o b s o n 
18:18, 11. Reed Leach 20:20, 
16. Jackson Odden 20:48, 
19. Spencer Olsen 21:11, 
25. Alex Leach 22:20, 30. 
Brayden Moore 24:24, 44. 
Jackson Bitzer 27:02

John Schotzko goes up for a catch.

Ayden Blue (74) gets the tackle.Cooper Tappe throws on the run.

Jayden Rogers hauls in his touchdown catch.

Cayden Niesen (9), Ryder Thompson (72) and Russell Milton (77) open a hole.

Chase Blue (6) runs down a ball carrier.

Cayden Niesen brings in a pass before evading a 
tackler and scoring a touchdown.

Lydia Roelofs reaches high for a ball at the net.

CC teams place second 
at PR-B Invitational
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Looking for 
a gift idea?
Consider a Gift 

Subscription 
Staples World

newspaper.
*Gift cards available.

  207 4th St. NE
  Staples, MN

Prairie View Neighborhood
2 AND 3 BEDROOM HOMES  

FOR SALE IN STAPLES
• TWO STALL GARAGES
• LANDSCAPED YARDS
• COMPETITIVE PRICES

CALL MICHELLE
218-326-6098

MIKE IVES REALTY
www.prairieviewneighborhood.com

2 NEW
HOMES NOW
AVAILABLE

607
Houses for Sale

CONSTRUCTION
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

classif. weekly folder on public: 20269 SD changed wk#35   6 X 9-1/2”

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Ultimate Septic Service LLC 
David Odden - Owner/Operator 

Services:
•Septic Pumping •Jetting 

•Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic 

pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

Asphalt Paving • Excavating •Driveways
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel •Rock 

Black Dirt • Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling
Landscaping • Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

CONSTRUCTION
P RO F E S S I O NA L

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 

DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTO

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/inter net. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.

cl
25

tfc

PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
9-

12
c

cl
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Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
39

tfc

Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

RESIDENTIAL AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIAL 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

CELL 218-838-0581

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

classif. weekly folder on public: 2024 SD changed wk#41   6X10.25”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE 

Ultimate Septic Service LLC 
David Odden - Owner/Operator 

Services:
•Septic Pumping •Jetting 

•Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic 

pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

218-296-5006
Mandi Polito
Accountant

mandipolito1384@gmail.com
138 4th St., Staples, MN 56479
PO Box 95, Staples, MN 56479

Mandi’s Accounting Services
Tax Prep • Bookkeeping • Payroll

•Financial Planning

SALE IN MODULAR:  Thurs., Sept. 24, 8:30 a.m.-
5:30 p.m., Fri., Sept. 25, noon-6 p.m. (half  price). 
Books, dolls, dishes, clothing, guitar, scapbooking, 
chairs, much vintage. 5 miles west of  Staples on Hwy 10, 
then 3 miles north on Cty Rd 26 to fire #13184. Watch for 
signs. Carlsons.                39x-40p

GaraGe SaleS
701

GaraGe 
SaleS

701

cl34-?-

VETERANS PARK
STORE

   STAPLES, Downtown Longbella’s store
SALE AND NEW ITEMS ADDED EVERY WEEK

Thursdays, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Antiques, collectibles, jewelry, artwork, fishing, hunting, tools, furniture,

 books, housewares, kitchenware, linens, clothing, footwear, books, appliances, 
DVDs, VHS, vinyl records, more! Select items now 1/2 PRICE! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL 
218-296-5031

Under new ownership

We are accepting 
applications for 2 and 3 
bedroom townhomes in 
Staples, a community 

you can get attached to. 
Rent based on income. 

Now professionally 
managed by

Income guidelines apply.

cl
40
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Notices
101

Card of Thanks
There truly aren't enough 

words to express how grate-
ful I am for the incredible 
love and support you've all 
shown. To everyone who 
donated items, came out 
to support, called, texted, 
or sent messages - thank 
you from the bottom of  my 
heart. Your kindness, gen-
erosity and encouragement 
have meant more to me 
than I could ever put into 
words. A very  special thank 
you to Still Lefty's Bar and 
Grill (Staples) and all of  the 
amazing employees who 
organized this event and 
worked so hard to make it 
happen. The time, effort and 
care you put into everything 
didn't go unnoticed and I 
will never forget it. I am be-
yond blessed, deeply hum-
bled and forever grateful to 
each and every one of  you. 
Thank you for standing by 
me, reminding me just how 
mazing this community tru-
ly is.  
  
 Korrin Carlson  
 Angevine 
 40p

services & 
employmeNt

205
Help Wanted

CAREGIVER NEEDED 
for Elderly Female 1:1 care 
in her home in Merrifield. 
$22/hour. Patient is a total 
lift 130 lbs. Must have strong 
back. Call 612-860-9170.  
 38-40p

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

PAUL DRAKE TREE 
SERVICE, SINCE 1978: 
General, lot clearing, storm 
damage clean-up, stump 
grinding, brushing, 55 ft. 
bucket truck. 218-894-2871, 
Staples. 20tfc

real estate
602

Apartments 
for Rent

Full-time Employment
Todd-Wadena Community Corrections

 Todd-Wadena Community Corrections seeks one full-time Office and 
Administrative Specialist. This position includes providing word process-
ing, data entry and retrieval, receptionist services, maintaining information 
tracking systems, and utilizing technology to fulfill assigned tasks. Success-
ful applicant must be highly organized and efficient and demonstrate strong 
written and verbal communication skills. Minimum qualifications include a 
high school diploma, plus skills in data entry, database management, busi-
ness English, customer service, word processing, typing/keyboard and expe-
rience with Microsoft Office Products. 
 Preferred qualifications include an associate degree or vocational/tech-
nical diploma in relevant field, experience entering data into information 
tracking systems and experience working in a correctional setting or office 
setting. Home office for this position is Wadena, MN. Travel between coun-
ties and office locations is required as determined by agency needs. 
 Salary range $20.84 - $27.62 per hour. Benefits-eligible positions in-
clude: paid time off for earned sick and vacation; paid holidays; excellent 
insurance plans (health, dental, vision, life, and short and long-term disabili-
ty); pre-tax accounts for medical, dental, vision and daycare expenses; PERA 
pension plan; and 457(b) retirement options. 
 Normal working hours are M-F, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Some non-tradition-
al hours may apply. Must have valid MN driver’s license and auto insurance, 
and reliable transportation. Must pass agency background check require-
ments prior to employment. Convictions, continuances or stays for crimes 
other than minor traffic offenses may disqualify the applicant from being 
hired.

Contact Megan Kruse, Administrative Assistant, 
320-732-6165, megan.kruse@co.todd.mn.us for an 

application packet and/or to request a reasonable accommodation. 
Veteran’s preference applies. 

Submit cover letter, résume and completed application to Megan Kruse, 
Administrative Assistant, Todd-Wadena Community Corrections, 

221 First Avenue South, Suite 200, Long Prairie, MN 56347. 
Position will remain open until filled.
“Equal Opportunity Employer”

cl40-41c

Wadena
Roller Rink
1 1/2 miles north on Hwy 71

~SEASON OPENING~
Friday, September 25th

Friday Nights
7:30 - 9:30 pm

For Private Parties Call:

218-631-3887

THIS IS OUR 73RD YEAR!

FOR RENT
Japke’s North 8th Street

Mini Storage
218-884-9356

6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

cl27tfc

100
Events/

Announcements

                                     Week of September 20, 2026             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

        
MISCELLANEOUS

SERVICES

EMPLOYMENT WANTED TO BUY

Your ad here! 
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of 

1.3 million readers!!!   612-332-8844

$20–50/HR.! 
Agricultural Engineers, Forester, Program 
Support needed, NEW Solutions/NRCS. 
Ages 55+, 32–40 hrs./wk. Marshall, 
Faribault, Fergus Falls, St. Paul, Duluth, 
Crookston. Apply: newsolutions.org/jobs

INSTRUCTIONAL 
PARAPROFESSIONAL 

Annandale Elementary School. 5 hours 
per day for 150 days. 3 hours per day 
for 21 days. 16.47-24.33 per hour. 
Https://jobs.redroverk12.com/org/1848

REPAIRING OR 
REPLACING APPLIANCES 

and home systems like heating and 
cooling can be costly. A home war-
ranty plan can help. Start saving and get 
30% off any plan today. Workmanship 
Guarantee included. Terms apply. Call 
Cinch Home Services 855/887-4521

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash offer and get 
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

NO MORE 
CLEANING OUT GUTTERS 

Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a 
no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 888/755-5761 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Get 15% off your 
entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors 
get an additional 10% off. Limited time 
only. Restrictions apply, see represen-
tative for warranty and offer details.

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1,600 off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

MISCELLANEOUS

STATEWIDE ADS ONLY $279

WaNted to 
Buy
501

Miscellaneous
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MINUTES OF THE 
MEETING OF THE TODD 

COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS HELD 

SEPT. 1, 2026

Public Comment
Dean Schultes expressed con-

cerns regarding the after-the-fact 
permitting process that occurred on 
a parcel near Lake Latimer despite 
concerns being raised.

Call to Order
The Todd County Board of Com-

missioners met in the Commission-
er’s Board Room in the City of Long 
Prairie, MN on the 1st day of Septem-
ber, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. The meeting 
was called to order by Chairperson 
Byers. The meeting was opened 
with the Pledge of Allegiance. All 
Commissioners were present except 
Commissioner Denny.

Approval of Agenda
On motion by Becker and 

second by Neumann, the following 
motion was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: To adopt the 
agenda as presented.

Consent Agenda
On motion by Noska and second 

by Becker, the following motions 
and resolution were introduced and 
adopted by unanimous vote:

To approve the Todd County 
Board of Commissioner’s Meeting 
Minutes for August 18, 2026 as pre-
sented.

To approve a one day Dance 
License for Saukinac Campground 
at the address of 21914 Bay Loop, 
Sauk Centre, MN in Kandota Town-
ship effective September 6, 2026.

GAMBLING PERMIT – SWAN-
VILLE INNOVATIVE SCHOOLS 

PROJECT
WHEREAS, the Todd County 

Board of Commissioners are estab-
lishing their approval for a Gambling 
Permit for the Swanville Innovative 
Schools Project through this reso-
lution:

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners approve a 
Gambling Permit for the Swanville 
Innovative Schools Project to hold 
a raffle event at the Shattuck’s Hub 
Supper Club in Burnhamville Town-
ship at the address 30905 Co Rd 
13, Burtrum, MN on October 31st, 
2026.

Approve the resignation of Eli 
Johnson, Clerical/Records Intern 
effective August 21, 2026.

Accept  the res ignat ion of 
Reilly Jones, PT Jailer effective 
9/01/2026.

Accept the resignation of Mar-
shall Carlson, Seasonal Rec Position 
8/02/2026.

Hire Carter Lenk for the FT Cor-
rectional Officer Position effective 
9/06/2026.

Hire Boe Garthus for the Investi-
gator Position effective 9/06/2026.

Accept Brandon Cline resigna-
tion effective 08/20/2026.

Accept Chet Hudalla resignation 
effective 08/19/2026.

Approve the hiring of Mr. Jason 
Biel to fill the vacant Public Work 
mechanic position at Grade G, Step 
H ($34.59/hour).

Auditor-Treasurer
On motion by Neumann and 

second by Becker, the follow-
ing motion was introduced and 
adopted by unanimous Roll Call 
vote: To approve the Commis-
sioner Warrants number (ACH) 

404654 through 404668 in the 
amount of $18,190.37 and (Reg-
ular) 60036 through 60068 in the 
amount of $19,176.39 for a total of 
$37,366.76.

On motion by Noska and second 
by Becker, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous Rol lCall vote: To approve the 
Health & Human Services Com-
missioner Warrants number (ACH) 
807794 through 807835 and (Reg-
ular) 714433 through 714473 for a 
total of $98,007.35.

On motion by Becker and 
second by Neumann, the following 
motion was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous Roll Call vote: To 
approve the Health & Human Ser-
vices SSIS Warrants number (ACH) 
602087 through 602095 and (Reg-
ular) 519077 through 519100 for a 
total amount of $118,622.34.

On motion by Noska and second 
by Becker, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To set the County Fee 
Schedule Public Hearing for October 
6, 2026 to being at 9:15 a.m. in the 
County Commissioners Board Room 
and instruct all appropriate legal 
notices be generated and published 
accordingly.

Great River Regional 
Library

Brandi Canter and Addie Carl-
son provided an update to the 
County Board regarding Great River 
Regional Library’s 2027 Budget for 
discussion.

MIS
On motion by Neumann and 

second by Noska, the following 
motion was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: To approve the 
purchase of Veeam data cloud for 
Microsoft 365.

Public Works
On motion by Becker and second 

by Neumann, the following resolu-
tion was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: 

FINAL PAYMENT AUTHORIZA-
TION – 2026 PAVEMENT MARK-
ING MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

WHEREAS, the contract with Sir 
Lines-A-Lot, LLC for the 2026 Pave-
ment Marking Maintenance Contract 
known as CP 77-26-03 located on 
various routes in Todd County, has in 
all things been completed, and;

WHEREAS, construction work 
on this contract was scheduled and 
completed in 2026 with the value 
of the total work certified being 
$215,395.10, and;

WHEREAS, par tial payments 
amounting to $181,803.51 have 
been previously been made to the 
contractor as work progressed, and;

WHEREAS, it has been deter-
mined that $33,591.59 still remains 
to be paid to Sir Lines-A-Lot, LLC.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Com-
missioners does here accept said 
completed project for and on behalf 
of the County of Todd and authorize 
final payment as specified.

On motion by Neumann and 
second by Noska, the following 
motion was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: To set the 2026 
Fall Road Meeting for November 5, 
2026 at 8:30 a.m. at the Long Prai-
rie Shop.

Facilities
On motion by Noska and second 

by Becker, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: Accept the low bid from 
Busker Concrete for a total replace-

ment cost of $17,485.
Ditch/Ag Inspector

On motion by Neumann and 
second by Becker, the following res-
olution was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: 

HOLD HARMLESS AGREE-
MENT – DITCH MAINTENANCE 

– COUNTY DITCH 33
WHEREAS, Wally and Lorie 

Miller, parcel 20-0031200 and Triple 
M Dairy Inc, parcel 20-0031700 are 
requesting to maintain approximately 
4,041 feet of the Main Ditch, on 
County Ditch 33 in Reynolds Twp, 
Section 29. A Hold Harmless Agree-
ment has been signed and submitted 
to the Ditch Authority, and;

WHEREAS, an onsite inspection 
has been done, and;

WHEREAS, applicant is allowed 
to maintain the drainage ditch to 
the original width and depth. An 
improvement by lowering or widen-
ing the ditch bottom is not allowed. 
Sediment and vegetation can only be 
removed to the extent of the original 
ditch bottom elevation. Spoil may be 
side cast and leveled, staying within 
16-1/2 feet of the ditch.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, the Todd County 
Ditch Authority gives permission 
to Wally and Lorie Miller (parcel 
20-0031200) and Triple M Dairy Inc. 
(parcel 20-0031700) to maintain a 
portion of the Main Ditch of CD33 
located in Reynolds Twp Section 
29. The maintenance will be done 
on their own properties at their own 
expense. 

On motion by Becker and 
second by Neumann, the following 
motion was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: Approves the 
CAI pursuing the County Agricultural 
Inspector Grant by submitting an 
application.

Planning & Zoning
On motion by Noska and second 

by Becker, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: Adopt the Agreement 
of Services and authorize the Chair 
to sign for the Leaf, Wing, Red Eye 
Watershed Agreement.

On motion by Becker and 
second by Noska, the following res-
olution was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: 

FINAL PLAT APPROVAL – 
“HALVES” SUBDIVISION 

WHEREAS, Applicant Jeffrey 
A. Halverson applied to subdivide 
a property owned by Jeffrey A. and 
Karen J. Halverson, Trustees of the 
Jeffrey A. Halverson and Karen J. 
Halverson Revocable Trust that is 
described as part of Section 18 of 
Villard Township with the plat to be 
known as “Halves”,

WHEREAS, Halves consists of 
two (2) lots; Block 1, Lot 1, 2.47± 
acres and Lot 2, 13.69± acres 
located in Shoreland Natural Envi-
ronment and Residential-2 Zoning 
Districts,

WHEREAS, On July 2, 2026, 
the Todd County Planning Commis-
sion recommended the following 
property be considered for Subdivi-
sion pursuant to Todd County Sub-
division Regulation and Ordinance:  

The South 300 feet of the South 
half of the Southwest Quarter (S1/2 
of SW1/4) of Section 18, Township 
133 North, Range 32 West, subject 
to reservations, restrictions, and 
easements of record. 

WHEREAS, On July 21, 2026, 
the Todd County Board of Commis-
sioners considered the Preliminary 

Plat for the above described prop-
erty and approved the Halves prelim-
inary plat with two (2) conditions,

1. New accesses from the road 
shall be approved by the road author-
ity prior to installation.

2. Applicant must abide by all 
other applicable federal, state, and 
local standards.

WHEREAS, the Planning & 
Zoning Department has completed 
the necessary final plat review and 
find that all items required for final 
plat approval have been completed. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, the final plat of “Halves” 
be approved as presented.

On motion by Noska and second 
by Neumann, the following resolu-
tion was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:

FINAL PLAT APPROVAL – 
“PRAIRIE COUNTRY ESTATES” 

SUBDIVISION 
WHEREAS, Applicant and prop-

er ty owners Impact Technology, 
represented by Randy Mechels, 
applied to subdivide a property that 
is described as part of Section 16 
of Long Prairie Township with the 
plat to be known as “Prairie Country 
Estates”,

WHEREAS, consisting of five (5) 
lots; Block 1, Lot 1, 2.97± acres, 
Lot 2, 2.85± acres, Lot 3, 2.72± 
acres, Lot 4, 2.80± acres, and Lot 5, 
3.50± acres located in Residential-2 
Zoning. 

WHEREAS, On June 4, 2026, 
the Todd County Planning Commis-
sion recommended the following 
property be considered for Subdivi-
sion pursuant to Todd County Sub-
division Regulation and Ordinance:  

That part of the Southeast Quar-
ter of the Northwest Quarter of Sec-
tion 16, Township 129 North, Range 
33 West, described as follows:

Commencing at the southeast 
corner of said Southeast Quarter of 
the Northwest Quarter;

thence on an assumed bearing 
of North 0 degrees 45 minutes 07 
seconds West along the east line of 
said Southeast Quarter of the North-
west Quarter, a distance of 126 feet 
to the intersection with the north 
line of the south 126 feet of said 
Southeast Quarter of the Northwest 
Quarter, said intersection to be the 
point of beginning of the land to be 
described;

thence South 89 degrees 05 
minutes 27 seconds West along said 
north line of the south 126 feet of 
the Southeast Quarter of the North-
west Quarter, a distance of 668.61 
feet to a point that is distant 116.68 
feet from the easterly right-of-way 
line of C.S.A.H. No. 5, as measured 
along said north line of the south 
126 feet of the Southeast Quarter of 
the Northwest Quarter;

thence North 0 degrees 54 min-
utes 33 seconds West 141.05 feet 
to said easterly right-of-way line;

thence southwesterly along said 
easterly right-of-way line and along 
a non-tangential curve concave to 
the northwest, radius 769.42 feet, 
central angle 13 degrees 39 min-
utes 49 seconds, 183.49 feet, the 
chord of said curve bears South 38 
degrees 41 minutes 17 seconds 
West, 183.05 feet to said north line 
of the south 126 feet of the South-
east Quarter of the Northwest Quar-
ter;

thence South 89 degrees 05 
minutes 27 seconds West along said 
north line of the south 126 feet of 
the Southeast Quarter of the North-

west Quarter, a distance of 75.57 
feet to the centerline of said C.S.A.H. 
No. 5;

thence northeasterly along said 
centerline and along a non-tangen-
tial curve concave to the northwest, 
radius 719.42 feet, central angle 
54 degrees 50 minutes 02 seconds, 
668.51 feet, the chord of said curve 
bears North 22 degrees 28 minutes 
04 seconds East, 662.53 feet;

thence Nor th 4 degrees 56 
minutes 57 seconds West along 
tangent and along said centerline, 
596.97 feet to the north line of said 
Southeast Quarter of the Northwest 
Quarter;

thence North 89 degrees 18 
minutes 45 seconds East along said 
north line of the Southeast Quarter 
of the Northwest Quarter, a distance 
of 643.34 feet to the northeast 
corner of said Southeast Quarter of 
the Northwest Quarter;

thence South 0 degrees 45 min-
utes 07 seconds East along said 
east line of said Southeast Quarter 
of the Northwest Quarter, a distance 
of 1,201.15 feet to the point of 
beginning.

WHEREAS, On June 16th, 
2026, the Todd County Board of 
Commissioners considered the Pre-
liminary Plat for the above described 
property and approved the Prairie 
Country Estates preliminary plat with 
two (2) conditions,

1. New accesses from the 
County road shall be approved by 
the road authority prior to installation.

2. Applicant must abide by all 
other applicable federal, state, and 
local standards.

WHEREAS, the Planning & 
Zoning Department has completed 
the necessary final plat review and 
find that all items required for final 
plat approval have been completed. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, the final plat of “Prai-
rie Country Estates” be approved as 
presented.

On motion by Neumann and 
second by Becker, the following res-
olution was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote:

THE SAUK RIVER WATERSHED 
COLLABORATIVE WATERSHED 

BASED IMPLEMENTATION FUND 
(WBIF) FISCAL YEAR (FY) 24 

GRANT PERIOD EXTENSION AND 
GRANT AGREEMENT AMEND-

MENT
W H E R E A S ,  To d d  C o u n t y 

adopted the Sauk River Comprehen-
sive Watershed Management Plan 
(CWMP) for the area of the county 
identified within the Sauk River 
Watershed. 

WHEREAS, the Sauk River 
CWMP called for the development 
and adoption of biennial work plans, 
to be completed by a Policy Commit-
tee established via the execution of a 
joint powers collaborative agreement 
amongst partnering entities imple-
menting the Sauk River CWMP. 

W H E R E A S ,  To d d  C o u n t y 
entered into a joint powers collab-
orative agreement with partnering 
entities to implement the Sauk River 
CWMP, and under this agreement a 
Policy Committee was established 
to, amongst other duties, review and 
recommend approval of any mod-
ifications or additions to the grant 
agreement to collaborative partner’s 
governing boards. 

WHEREAS, Todd County has 
received notice from said Policy 
Committee that: 1) The FY2024 
WBIF Grant Period Extension and 

Grant  Agreement Amendment 
Request has been reviewed on 
August 20, 2026 and 2) the Policy 
Committee recommends approval 
of the same by each collaborative 
member’s governing board. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, Todd County hereby 
approves the submission of the Sauk 
River Watershed Collaborative’s 
FY2024 WBIF Grant Period Exten-
sion and Grant Agreement Amend-
ment Request to the Minnesota 
Board of Water and Soil Resources. 

ALSO, BE IT RESOLVED, Todd 
County adopts the FY2024 WBIF 
Grant Period Extension and Grant 
Agreement  Amendment  upon 
approval of the Minnesota Board of 
Water and Soil Resources and the 
Sauk River Watershed Collaborative 
Fiscal Agent. 

On motion by Becker and 
second by Noska, the following res-
olution was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote:

ADOPTION OF THE 2026 
TODD COUNTY COMPREHNSIVE 

PLAN
WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes 

394.21 gives authority to Counties 
to carry out Planning and Zoning, 
and;

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes 
§ 394.23 gives authority to County 
Boards to prepare and adopt a com-
prehensive plan, and;

WHEREAS, the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners authorized 
hiring Region 5 Development Com-
mission to serve as the plan writer for 
a comprehensive plan update, and;

WHEREAS, the Todd County 
Planning Commission has held a 
public hearing and reviewed the pro-
posed Comprehensive Plan on July 
2, 2026.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners has had 
the opportunity to review the draft 
Comprehensive Plan, and;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
the Todd County Board of Com-
missioners hereby adopts the Todd 
County 2026 Comprehensive Plan 
and directs its implementation. 

Administration
On motion by Noska and second 

by Becker, the following resolution 
was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: 

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISH-
ING SUPPORT FOR SEEKING 

FUNDING FROM SOURCEWELL 
FOR IMPACT GRANT FUNDS FOR 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
WHEREAS, Sourcewell is provid-

ing Impact Grant Funds for Cities and 
Counties in Region Five, and;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, that Todd County 
Board of Commissioners approves 
the Sourcewell Impact Grant Fund-
ing application submitted by Todd 
County Administration and;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
That Todd County Board of Commis-
sioners fully supports Todd County 
Administration in submitting an 
Impact Grant for Local Governments 
Funding application to Sourcewell 
to request financial support for in 
the amount of $50,000 for county 
projects.

On motion by Neumann and 
second by Becker, the following res-
olution was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: 

Todd County Board of Commissioners

NOTICE
MOTLEY ADOPTS 
AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING 
CHAPTER 117 OF 
THE MOTLEY CITY 
CODE REGARDING 
LOWER-POTENCY 

HEMP EDIBLE RETAIL 
REGISTRATION 

AND COMPLIANCE 
CHECKS

The City Council of  the 
City of  Motley has adopted 
an ordinance amending 
Chapter 117 to delegate 
to Morrison County the 
authority to process and 
issue lower-potency hemp 
edible retail registrations 
and conduct required com-
pliance checks pursuant to 
Minn. Stat. § 342.22.

The ordinance requires 
retailers to obtain regis-
tration through Morrison 
County and clarifies that 
the City retains its author-
ity over zoning, land use, 
building, nuisance, and 
other applicable regula-
tions.

O r d i n a n c e  N o.  2 1 5 
becomes effective follow-
ing its passage and publica-
tion on September 14, 2026. 
A full text of  the ordinance 
is available for review and 
inspection at the Motley 
City offices during regular 
business hours.

Tami Brotherton, Clerk 
City of  Motley
                                     40pnc

PUBLIC NOTICE
AERATION WARNING

NOTICE: An aeration 
system creating thin ice 
will be in operation on 
the southeast shoreline 
on Lake Shamineau, 33203 
and 33211, during ice con-
ditions Fall of  2026 and 
continuing through Spring 
2027. The purpose is to pro-
tect the shoreline from ice 
expansion.

Please be aware of  
open water and thin ice.
 40-41pnp

NOTICE
BULLARD TOWNSHIP 

WADENA COUNTY
SEALED BIDS FOR 

ROAD MAINTENANCE

The Bullard Town Board 
is requesting sealed bids 
for the 11/01/26 - 10/31/27 
road maintenance contract. 
Specifications are posted 
at  Bullard Town Hall , 
25500 170th Street, Staples, 
Minnesota. Bids must be 
received before 5:30 p.m. on 
Monday, October 12, 2026.  
Bids should be mailed to: 

Bullard Township Clerk
21858 Wilderness Dr.
Verndale, MN  56481.

Janelle VanAlst, Clerk
Bullard Township
                                     40pnc

TODD COUNTY
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
2027 COUNTY FEE 

SCHEDULE
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the Board of  
County Commissioners (the 
“Board”) of  Todd County, 
Minnesota (the “County”), 
will hold a public hearing 
of  the Board beginning at 
9:15 a.m., on October 6th, 
2026, to be held at the Todd 
County Historic Court-
house, 215 1st Ave. South, 
Long Prairie, Minnesota, 
to solicit public input in 
order to determine the 2027 
County Fee Schedules for 
the County Departments 
including but not limited 
to:  Administration, Attor-
ney, Assessor, Auditor-Trea-
s u r e r,  E nv i r o n m e n t a l 
Health, GIS/MIS, Health & 
Human Services, Planning 
& Zoning, Public Works, 
Recorder, Sheriff  and Solid 
Waste (Transfer Station).

T h e  p r o p o s e d  2 0 2 7 
County Fee Schedule is 
available on the Todd 
County website at https://
www.toddcountymn.gov 
and at the Todd County 
Auditor-Treasurer’s Office, 

located at 215 1st Avenue 
South, Suite 201 Long Prai-
rie, MN during regular 
business hours.

All interested persons 
are invited to attend the 
hearing in-person or submit 
written testimony prior to 
the hearing date.  Written 
testimony submissions 
should be directed to the 
County Auditor-Treasur-
er’s Office, 215 1st Avenue 
South, Suite 201 Long Prai-
rie, MN 56347 or by email to 
clerk@co.todd.mn.us.  Indi-
viduals requiring accom-
modations should contact 
the County Auditor-Trea-
surer’s Office prior to the 
date of  the public hearing 
by calling 320-732-4414.

BY ORDER OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COM-
MISSIONERS OF TODD 
COUNTY, MINNESOTA.

Denise Gaida, 
Todd County Auditor/
Treasurer
Clerk to the County Board 
                                    40-41pnc

TODD COUNTY
PLANNING 

COMMISSION
215 First Ave. South

Suite 103
Long Prairie, 

Minnesota 56347
320-732-4420

toddplan.zone@co.todd.
mn.us

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 

that the Todd County Plan-
ning Commission will hold 
a public hearing on Thurs-
day, October 1, 2026 at 
6:00 p.m. in the Commis-
sioners meeting room, His-
toric Courthouse, 215 First 
Ave. South, Long Prairie, 
MN to consider the follow-
ing applications.

NOTE: This meeting is 
again being held in-person 
and the public is encour-
aged to attend, and those 
who do attend in person can 
find parking atop the hill 
on the west side of  the His-

toric Courthouse and enter 
through the north doors, 
near the American Flag 
and monument.

Q u e s t i o n s ?  P h o n e 
320-732-4420 or Email 
toddplan.zone@co.todd.
mn.us

Agenda
•Call to Order
•Pledge of  Allegiance
•Introduction of  Plan-

ning Committee Members 
and process review

•Approval of  agenda
•Approval of  Sept. 3, 

2026 Planning Commission 
meeting minutes

•The applicant is intro-
duced

•Staff  report
•Applicant confirms if  

staff  report accuretly rep-
resents the request

•Correspondence
•Site Visit Review
•Public Comment
•Board review with 

applicant, staff  and public
1. John H. Kessler and 

Jessie A. Kessler Jacob-
son, “Kessler’s Bay Addi-
tion”: Section 22, Kandota 
Township

Site Address: 11264 US 
71, Sauk Centre, MN 56378

PID: 14-0025200
1. Request to Create a 

two-lot Plat in Recreational 
Development Shoreland 
Zoning District.

2. Oaks Tree Service 
LLC, Samson Sjogren: 
Section 26, Birchdale Town-
ship, Sauk Lake

Site Address: 10247 
Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, 
MN 56378

PID: 03-0037500
1. Request for CUP to 

operate Service Business 
from the site in Recre-
ational Development Shore-
land Zoning District.

3. Adam Miller: Section 
29, Staples Township

Site Address: 23285 
464th Street, Staples, MN 
56479

PID: 22-0026402
1. Request for CUP oper-

ate a Truss Business in 
AF-2 Zoning District

4. Proposed Amend-
ment to Section 9.22, 
Riparian Protection, of  the 
Todd County Planning and 
Zoning Ordinance.

5. Proposed Amend-
ment to the Todd County 
Planning and Zoning 
Ordinance to create Sec-
tion 9.24 - Data Centers.

All persons interested 
are invited to attend 
said hearing or submit 
a letter to be heard on 
these matters. All corre-
spondence must include 
name, mailing address 
and be received 48 hours 
before the date and time 
of  the hearing.

Adjournment. 

Next meeting: 
November, 2026

All persons interested 
are invited to attend 
said hearing or submit 
a letter to be heard on 
these matters. All corre-
spondence must include 
name, mailing address 
and be received 48 hours 
before the date and time 
of  the hearing.

Todd County Planning 
Commission
Jim Pratt, Chair
                                          40pnc

Official Publication for 
Todd County

NOTICE OF 
ONLINE SALE OF 

FORFEITED LANDS 
2 PARCELS REPRICED

October 19, through 
November 18, 2026
Online: Bid4assets

 
Parcel 29-0003201
Address: 43368 County 23
P r e v i o u s  P r i c e : 

$80,000.00 
Reduced Price: $50,000.00

Parcel 30-0034900
Address: 741 Creamery 

Ave N

Previous Price: $30,000.00
Reduced Price $25,364.14

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN, that the parcels of  
Tax-Forfeited Land that is 
contained herein shall be 
sold to the highest bidder 
online with bid4assets. The 
sale will be governed by the 
provisions of  Minn. Stat. § 
282.01 and by the resolution 
of  the Todd County Board 
of  Commissioners autho-
rizing such sale. The reso-
lution reads as follows:

BE IT RESOLVED, that 
all parcels of  tax-forfeited 
land listed on the List of  
Tax-Forfeited Land be clas-
sified as nonconservation 
land; that the basic sale 
price of  each parcel on List 
of  Tax-Forfeited Land, that 
is on file with the Clerk 
of  the County Board, be 
approved and authorization 
for an online sale of  this 
land be granted, pursuant 
to Minn. Stat. § 282.01; that 
the sale will be held at 10:00 
AM, Monday, October 19, 
2026 and closes November 
18, 2026, by the Todd County 
Auditor/Treasurer online 
with Bid4assets, for not less 
than the basic sale price; 
and that all sales shall be 
full payment or on the 
terms set forth on the List 
of  Tax-Forfeited Land.

B E  I T  F U R T H E R 
RESOLVED, that the con-
ditions and terms of  the 
public sale shall be as 
described in the list of  
Tax-Forfeited Land con-
tained here-in and approved 
by the Todd County Board 
of  Commissioners.

Information about the 
sale of  tax-forfeited land 
in Todd County can be 
obtained at the office of  the 
County Auditor/Treasurer, 
Todd County Courthouse, 
215 1st Avenue So., Suite 
201, Long Prairie, Minne-
sota, 56347. Telephone: (320) 
732-4469, or online with 
Bid4assets.
                                         40pnc
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TODD COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION INSTITUTING A 
HIRING FREEZE

WHEREAS, the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners recognizes 
the need to maintain fiscal respon-
sibility and carefully manage County 
expenditures; and

WHEREAS, the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners desires to 
evaluate staffing levels, departmen-
tal workloads, operational efficien-
cies, and the financial impact of ad-
ditional personnel before authorizing 
the addition of new positions; and

WHEREAS, current economic 
and budgetary considerations re-
quire the County to exercise addi-
tional diligence and restraint in the 
creation and filling of positions; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, the Todd County Board of 
Commissioners hereby institutes a 
hiring freeze, effective September 
1, 2026, on all newly created posi-
tions within Todd County, effective 
immediately and continuing for an 
indefinite period; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, no 
new position shall be created, post-
ed, or recruited for without prior ap-
proval of the Todd County Board of 
Commissioners; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
the County Board may authorize an 
exception to the hiring freeze when 
it determines that filling a position 
is necessary to maintain essential 
County services, address public 
safety or legal requirements, or oth-
erwise serves the best interests of 
Todd County; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
the hiring freeze shall remain in 
effect until such time as the Todd 
County Board of Commissioners 
takes further formal action to modi-
fy, suspend, or terminate the hiring 
freeze.

County Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Report

The County Auditor-Treasurer 
reported that the Primary Election 
processing is being finalized and the 
General Election preparations are 
well underway. Finance Committee 
has been working diligently to final-
ize the Preliminary Levy. A reminder 
that mobile home taxes were due on 
August 31, 2026.

County Coordinator’s 
Report

The County Coordinator report-
ed attending meetings including 
Personnel, Finance, AMC legislative 
update, met with TWCC, Facilities, 
Court Admin and Paycom.

County Commissioner’s 
Report

The Commissioners reported on 
meetings and events attended.

Commissioner Becker attended 
meetings including Facilities and Re-
gion V.

Commissioner Noska has attend-
ed meetings business as usual and 
provided input regarding PZ regula-
tion and next appropriate steps.

Commissioner Byers attended 
meetings including Extension, Opi-
oid, Finance, Personnel, and Facil-

ities.
Commissioner Neumann attend-

ed meetings including Sauk Riv-
er Millers Bay, SRWD, Sauk River 
1W1P, Christie House Museum, and 
also expressed concerns regarding 
PZ regulation of violations.

Recess
On motion by Neumann and sec-

ond by Becker, the meeting was re-
cessed until September 15, 2026.

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS 
VENDOR NAME       $ AMOUNT 

CENTRAL APPLICATORS 
 INC  ........................$13,443.18 
KRIS ENGINEERING INC ...5,027.00 
LONG PRAIRIE LEADER ....3,125.00 
STEPP MANUFACTURING ..2,155.33 
44 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000 ..............13,616.25 
Total:  ......................$37,366.76

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
WARRANTS 

VENDOR NAME        $ AMOUNT 
CHILDREN YOUTH & 
 FAMILIES DEPT ...........$2,983.90 
DHS - SWIFT .................. 15,449.61 
FRESHWATER EDUCATION 
 DISTRICT 6004 ...........21,096.00 
RURAL MN CEP INC .......18,430.55 
66 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000 ..............27,812.46 
US BANK .........................7,991.08 
12 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000 ................4,243.75 
Total:  ........................$98,007.35 
 

VENDOR NAME  $ AMOUNT 
CENTRACARE - ST CLOUD 
 HOSPITAL .................$10,686.90 
CHILDREN’S HOME & 
 LSS LLC .....................$3,534.62 
DHS - MOOSE LAKE 
 RTC - 462 .....................2,844.25 
DHS - MSOP - MN SEX OFFENDER
  PROG - 462 .................4,929.00 
FREEDOM RANCH/THE ..12,358.06 
GREATER MN FAMILY 
 SRVS INC .....................4,988.36 
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE 
 OF MN - ST PAUL ...........2,192.95 
MAIN STREET FAMILY 
 SERVICES ....................2,861.02 
NEXUS - MILLE LACS FAMILY 
 HEALING ....................11,109.78 
PRAIRIE LAKES YOUTH 
 PROGRAMS ..................8,800.00 
TRI-COUNTY COMMUNITY 
 CORRECTIONS .............3,320.00 
VILLAGE RANCH INC ......42,379.24 
21 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000 ................8,618.16 
Total:  ......................118,622.34 

 On a motion by Denny and second 
by Neumann, the preceding minutes 
of the County Board meeting held Sep-
tember 1, 2026 were duly approved 
by unanimous vote at the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners at the Regular 
Board Meeting held on September 15, 
2026.

Witness my hand and seal:
/s/ on file: Bob Byers, 
County Board Chairperson
/s/ on file: Denise Gaida, 
Todd County Auditor-Treasurer
___________________ _____41pnc

Todd County
Commissioners 

Minutes

TCC continued from page 9a
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DEADLINES
Newspaper deadline for copy 

and advertising: 12 noon Fridays Relatives and fans of 
Maren (Goff) Martin, the 
2026 Mrs. Minnesota, 
donned crowns and met 
at Frosty’s in Staples Sept. 
3, to watch the Mrs. Amer-
ica Pageant broadcast live 
from the Westgate Resort 
in Las Vegas, Nevada. It 
was the 50th anniversary 
of the pageant.

Martin, who placed 
in the top 16 at the na-
tional pageant, lives in 
Baxter with her husband 
Joel. She is the daugh-
ter of Staples natives Pat 
and Bev (Mennis) Goff of 
Brainerd; granddaughter of 
Dr. Bill and Helen Mennis, 
Staples; and niece of Kay 
(Mennis) and Bob Muel-
ler,  Staples. Colleen Frost, 
owner of Frosty’s, hosted the event in Staples. (Staples World photos by Dawn Timbs)

Cheering on Mrs. Minnesota!

Flu shots are now avail-
able at all Lakewood Health 
System clinic locations, in-
cluding Browerville, Eagle 
Bend, Motley, Pillager and 
Staples, during regular 
business hours, Monday 
through Friday. Everyone 
age six months and older is 
eligible to receive a flu shot. 
FluMist is also available at 
the Pillager and Staples lo-
cations for those who qual-
ify.

In addition to regular 
clinic availability, Lake-

wood Health System will 
host a flu shot clinic on Sat-
urday, Oct. 10, from 9 a.m. 
to noon at the Staples clin-
ic, located at 49725 County 
Road 83 (Main Entrance). 
While appointments are en-
couraged, walk-ins are wel-
come; however, wait times 
may vary.

According to the CDC 
(Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention), a year-
ly flu shot remains one of  
the best ways to help reduce 
the risk of  flu and its com-

plications. The CDC recom-
mends it for everyone six 
months and older, with few 
exceptions. This is especial-
ly important for individu-
als at higher risk of  serious 
flu-related complications, 
including:

o Adults age 65 and older
o Pregnant individuals
o Young children
o People living with: can-

cer; asthma; heart disease 
or a history of  stroke; dia-
betes; chronic kidney dis-
ease; HIV/AIDS.

To schedule a flu shot 
during the Oct. 10 clinic, 
call 218-894-8611. Flu shots 
during regular business 
hours are available on a 
walk-in basis at all Lake-
wood clinic locations. Most 
insurance plans cover flu 
shots. Patients with ques-
tions about coverage or po-
tential out-of-pocket costs 
are encouraged to contact 
their insurance provider 
before receiving their flu 
shot.

Flu shots available at Lakewood Health System

Playing in 
the rain

The Cardinal Pep 
Band persevered in the 
rain prior to the start of 
the home football game 
Sept. 18. As it turned out, 
the rain stopped before 
the football players hit the 
field, showing that musi-
cians just might be tough-
er than athletes. (Staples 
World photos by Mark An-
derson)
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Visitors to Field Day at Central Lakes 
College on Aug. 28 were intrigued by 

the vine covered arch in the garden area. 
(Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Vegetable archway
Children at Field Day Aug. 28 in Staples participated in making apple cider. 

Above, they help toss apples into the hand grinder. Below, they particpate in pressing 
the apples until juice comes out the bottom. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Making apple cider by hand

Skål Klubb Spelmanslag, a Scandinavian orchestra, played traditional songs in 
the newly remodeled gazebo at the Living Legacy Garden in Staples, as part of the 
ice cream social following the Central Lakes College Field Day on Aug. 28. (Staples 
World photo by Mark Anderson)

Beautiful setting for beautiful music

University of Minnesota 
Extension

A hands-on two-night 
getaway designed to build 
confidence in farm busi-
ness, financial strategy, 
and community leader-
ship—capped at just 19 
participants.    Running 
an agricultural operation 
takes equal parts passion, 
grit and business savvy. To 
help producers understand 
the business side of  farm-
ing, University of  Minne-
sota Extension is bringing 
back its highly acclaimed 
Annie’s Project Retreat 
from Thursday, October 
24 to Saturday, October 26, 
2026.

Held at the scenic Frog 
Tree Farm north of  Vern-
dale, in central Minnesota, 
this transformative time is 
specifically tailored for all 
those involved in agricul-
ture—welcoming everyone 
from urban growers and 
rural ranchers to beginner, 
future and seasoned farm-

ers alike.
“Farming today requires 

wearing a dozen different 
hats—from CFO and risk 
manager to labor coordi-
nator,” said Susanne Hin-
richs, U of  M Extension 
Educator. “Annie’s Project 
gives participants a sup-
portive, collaborative space 
to demystify farm manage-
ment, ask the tough ques-
tions, and walk away with a 
real-world action plan and a 
network of  peers who have 
their back.”

Elevating the Five Pil-
lars of  Farm Manage-
ment

Rather than dry, sit-and-
listen lectures, the weekend 
offers an interactive envi-
ronment focusing on the 
core business areas criti-
cal to agricultural success: 
financial strategies, busi-
ness planning, risk man-
agement and introduction 
to ag resources. Co-creation 
of  some meal items and 
seed art activities, as well 
as walks at the tree farm, 
make this a truly re-ener-

gizing retreat. 
High Value, Limited 

Space
To keep workshop ses-

sions personal, collabo-
rative, and high-impact, 
capacity is strictly capped 
at the first 19 attendees.

Attendees receive com-
prehensive course materi-
als, full weekend workshop 
access, all meals, and two 
nights of  lodging at Frog 
Tree Farm. For more infor-
mation about cost and fur-
ther details, go to z.umn.
edu/APRetreat2026.

 Event Details & Regis-
tration

o Dates: Thursday, Octo-
ber 24 – Saturday, October 
26, 2026

o Location: Frog Tree 
Farm, 26279 County Road 9, 
Verndale, MN 56481

o Cost: Sliding scale 
(Includes two nights lodg-
ing plus all meals)

o Registration: Limited 
to 19 participants. Register 
early at z.umn.edu/APRe-
treat2026

Annie’s Project retreat 
at Frog Tree Farm

The Staples Host Lions recently do-
nated $1,000 to the Staples Sportsmen 
Club for their ‘Hooked on Fishing’ event. 
Pictured, from left, James Kenyon, Mark 

Holper, Staples Sportsmen Club mem-
bers; Staples Host Lions President Bob 
Schafer. (Staples World photo by Dawn 
Timbs)

Lions donate to ‘Hooked on Fishing’

Scott and Sheila Becker’s barn near Staples has been renovated to host their 
large family groups. They also opened it for the Farm Bureau banquet. (Staples World 
photo by Mark Anderson)

Gathering in the barn
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GET BACK
TO FRIDAY
NIGHTS.
An injury may sideline your season—not your future. 

The sports medicine experts at Lakewood Health System 

and Twin Cities Orthopedics will help you recover with 

confidence and get back to what you love.

LAKEWOODHEALTHSYSTEM.COM
218-894-8259   
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Staples-Motley El-
ementary second grade 
students learned about 
brains in science class 
with STEAM teacher Cathy 
Evans, below right. (Sta-
ples World photos by Mark 
Anderson)

Show us your 
brains!

Staples-Motley Elementary second 
grade students started the school year 
off with singing, moving, dancing and 

clapping during their music class with 
teacher  Brandy Lyon. (Staples World 
photos by Mark Anderson)

Making music fun

DEADLINES
Newspaper deadline for copy 

and advertising: 12 noon Fridays

 October is Pregnancy 
and Infant Loss Aware-
ness Month, a time to 
acknowledge the profound 
grief  experienced by fam-
ilies who have lost a baby 
through miscarriage, still-
birth, or infant death. Preg-
nancy loss is more common 
than many people realize. 
According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, about one in four 
pregnancies ends in miscar-
riage, and approximately 
21,000 babies are stillborn 
in the United States each 
year, affecting about one in 
every 175 births.

To honor these babies 
and support those who 
grieve their loss, Lakewood 

Health System, Staples, 
invites families, friends 
and community members 
to a Ceremony of  Dedica-
tion and Remembrance on 
Monday, Oct. 5, at 6:30 p.m. 
The event will be held on the 
lower level of  Lakewood’s 
Main Campus, located at 
49725 County 83 in Staples.

The non-denominational 
ceremony will feature time 
for reflection, a message 
from Chaplain Paul John-
son, luminary lighting, 
and a special water ser-
vice at the Serenity Sanc-
tuary fountain. Lakewood 
obstetrics nurses will also 
be available to offer sup-
port and encouragement to 
attendees.

“Pregnancy and infant 
loss can leave a lasting 
impact on families, regard-
less of  how much time has 
passed,” said Nan Hanson, 
obstetrics manager at Lake-
wood. “This ceremony pro-
vides an opportunity to 
remember, reflect and con-
nect with others who under-
stand that journey.”

Whether a loss occurred 
recently or many years ago, 
all who have been touched 
by pregnancy or infant loss, 
including parents, grand-
parents, siblings, extended 
family members and friends, 
are welcome to attend.

For more information, 
call 218-894-8525 or 218-894-
8505.

LHS to hold ceremony for 
pregnancy and infant loss


