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Kig Kaleb, Queen Katelyn

Kaleb Harman and Katelyn Schotzko were crowned
the 2026 Staples-Motley Homecoming King and Queen
Sept. 30, at Centennial Auditorium in Staples. (Staples
World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Measles identified in one
Todd County resident

Todd County has a case
of laboratory confirmed

measles (rubeola), as iden-

tified by the Minnesota
Department of Health
Laboratory. This case is
reflected on the Minnesota

Department of Health Mea-
sles Disease Statistics web-

site as of Oct. 1.
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This Week’s Forecast

High Low Cond.
Oct.7 69 43 M. Sunny
Oct.8 67 44 P. Cloudy
Oct.9 63 50 M. Sunny
Oct.10 74 55 P. Cloudy
Oct.11 66 47 M. Sunny
Oct.12 52 38 Cloudy
Oct.13 57 43 P. Sunny

Last Year, 2025
High Low Cond.

Oct.7 53° 43  Sunny
Oct.8 63 33 Sunny
Oct.9 70 50 Cloudy
Oct.10 63 42 Sunny
Oct.11 64 40 M. Sunny
Oct.12 59 55 Showers
Oct.13 51 37 Sunny
Average Temps:

H=58°Low = 39°

Compiled by
Dale Hausmann,
WCCO’s Staples area
Weatherwatcher

The case involves an
unvaccinated adult who
contracted measles while
traveling within the United
States. In accordance with
data privacy laws and
practices, no additional
information about the indi-

See MEASLES on page 3a
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introduces da Vinci
D robotic-assisted
surgical system

Lakewood Health System,
Staples, has expanded its
surgical capabilities with
the addition of the da Vinci
5 robotic-assisted surgical
system, bringing advanced
surgical technology closer
to patients in central Min-
nesota.

Lakewood’s first three
procedures using the new
system were successfully
completed on Sept. 29, 2026,
by general surgeon Dr.
Thomas Ruttger, marking
an important milestone for
Lakewood’s surgical pro-
gram.

The da Vinci 5 is the
latest generation of Intui-

tive’s robotic-assisted surgi-
cal technology. The system
is designed to provide sur-
geons with enhanced visu-
alization, precision and
control during minimally
invasive procedures. The
surgeon remains in control
throughout the procedure,
using the system to trans-
late their hand movements
into precise movements of
specialized instruments.
For patients, robot-
ic-assisted surgery may
offer benefits associated
with a minimally inva-
sive approach, which can
include smaller incisions,

See ROBOT on page 12a
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Hal‘VGSt SCCNE ramilies gather in front

of the pumpkin patch at the Hometown Harvest festival
Oct. 3 at Northern Pacific Park in Staples. The event
was hosted by the Staples Area Chamber of Commerce.

(Photo by Mark Anderson)

Property tax rate drop
for City of Staples

Mark Anderson
Publisher

The City of Staples cut
into their projected budget

increase, setting their pre-

liminary budget at a 6.93
percent increase, after their
initial budget called for an
8.47 percent increase. The
new budget number means
the city portion of property
taxes will be an average

of $38 less than last year,

because the city tax rate
decreased 2.24 percent.

At the Sept. 21 Staples
City Council meeting, City
Administrator Jerel Nelsen

explained the city’s budget
and how it relates to the tax
rate. He said the city put
three TIF (tax increment
finance) districts fully onto
the tax rolls because they
met their dollar limit or
the duration of the district
expired. That put the city’s
TIF amount from $308,000
to $155,000. The city is also
growing with more develop-
ment being put on the tax
roll every year.

For the budget, the city
is projecting an increase of
$6,000 to come in from Local

See STAPLES on page 3a

Remembering Frank Leidenfrost

Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

The Staples community
lost one of the best Sept. 11,
2026, when Frank Leiden-
frost left this world at the
age of 91.

Most anyone that knew
Frank would agree that he
was one of the good guys...
devoted husband, tireless
volunteer, faithful church
goer, inspiring educator
and proud veteran.

Born May 20, 1935,
Frank grew up on a dairy
farm east of Little Falls.
He attended country
school through the fourth
grade, then transferred to
St. Mary’s Catholic School
through the eighth grade
and later graduated from
Little Falls High School.

Frank’s love of sports,
particularly football,
started at an early age. He
played throughout high
school and into his college
years at Moorhead State,
where he earned his teach-
ing degree in 1957. That was
the same year he enlisted
in the Fargo Air National
Guard, later transferring to
the Fargo Army National
Guard, where he became the
Battalion Supply Sergeant.
When he started his teach-
ing and coaching career in
Waubun, Frank transferred
to the Detroit Lakes Army
National Guard unit.

According to his obitu-
ary, Waubun is also where
Frank would meet “the
love of his life, Amy.” They

Serving Your Community for 136 Years.

were married in Menahga
on Aug. 3, 1963, and would
spend the next 63 years
together...sharing a love for
education, travel and ser-
vice.

The Leidenfrosts moved
to Staples in 1966, where
they both taught Physi-
cal Education and Frank
coached football. As noted
in his obit, “Frank also
taught Driver’s Education
and was very proud of the
passing percentage of his
students.”

Known affectionately
as “Frosty” to his many
students over nearly three
decades teaching at Sta-
ples High School and Sta-
ples-Motley High School,
Frank’s recent passing trig-
gered an outpouring of love
at the Survivors of Staples
High School (SHS) Face-
book page.

Stace Johnson wrote,
“A great man with a kind
heart. He reinforced my
love of running, respect of
burpees and most impor-
tantly, being a good person.
RIP-thank you.”

Raye Ludovissie shared,
“Frosty was the best, always
happy to see ya, also loved
hearing, ‘I hear burpees!’”

Dan Holst, now of Box
Elder, S.D., commented, “A
great teacher and friend. I
had Frosty and Amy on
my paper route for years.
Always so kind and so
many of us who had him
for PE will never forget the
burpees when you screwed
up in his classes.”

Mark Scioli of West St.

Quite a team

Frank and Amy Leidenfrost, longtime residents of
Staples, devoted much of their lives to education and
community service. Married for 63 years, the Leiden-
frosts both taught Phy Ed at Staples High School (later,
Staples-Motley) for nearly 30 years. In addition to their
work at school, Frank and Amy served together at the
Staples Area Food Shelf, the Lions Club and Sacred
Heart Catholic Church. The above faculty photo is from
the 1975 Staples High School yearbook.

Paul, wrote,

He always had kind words
of encouragement for me
when playing football for
him. I became a PE teacher
and coach partly because
of him, RIP Sir. Know you
were loved by many.”

Commenting from Oel-

wein, Iowa, Steve Latham
said, “A great teacher. I took
several PE classes because
he was teaching them. I
took his trap shooting class

“Mr. Leiden-
frost was one of my favor-
ite teachers and coaches.

and now I have been teach-
ing and coaching shooting
classes for almost 25 years.”

In addition to his teach-
ing and coaching, Frank’s
legacy includes his years of
community service, most
notably with the Staples
Host Lions Club, the Sta-
ples Area Food Shelf and
at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church. With the Lions,
Frank served in a variety
of positions over the years,

See LEIDENFROST
on page 12a
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Mother/DaughI;er Tea at Landmark Inn

A number of mothers and their
daughters attended the Mother/Daughter
Tea at the Landmark Inn in Staples Sept.
27. The event was hosted by the non-prof-
it organization Staples Motley Area Wom-
en of Today (WOT). Those in attendance
enjoyed a variety refreshments served in

true ‘high tea’ fashion, as well as a time
for crafts and visiting with others. At top,
WOT member Nicky Anderson (standing)
serves some goodies to Stacy Harthan
and her daughter Ensley. (Staples World
photos by Dawn Timbs)

Staples World

Crowning the king and queen

Last year's Homecoming King Ri-
ley Reese returned to his alma mater to
crown the 2026 Staples-Motley High
School Homecoming king and queen.
Above, Katelyn Schotzko receives the
crown as fellow candidates cheered for

Becker, Leighton Bettis, Chloe Trantina,
Kyleena Rudlang. Below, Reese crowns
Kaleb Harman the new Homecoming
King. Other king candidates, from left,
Thomas Johnson, Justin Olson, Evan
Schultz, Reese Headley. (Staples World

her. Queen candidates, from left, lzzy

photos by Dawn Timbs)

Special time together

Jennifer Arms and her daughter Katherine, of Bax-
ter, enjoyed the recent Mother/Daughter Tea at Land-
mark Inn in Staples. Sponsored by Staples Motley Area
Women of Today, the event included refreshments, crafts
and an opportunity to have your picture taken together.
(Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Red Hats club meets for lunch in Staples

Members of the Staples area Red Hats Society Riewer, Carol Kollodge (Queen Mum), Mary Waldorf

club met for lunch recently at The Boxcar in Staples. Pic- (guest), Linda Bartylla, Jude Vrdoljak, Diane Harbiger,
tured, from left, Rose Hoemberg, Gloria Marden, Amy Dawn Larson. (Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)
Lindstrom, Liz Lindgren, Maryann Donovan, Maryann

Two Experts.
One Surgical Team.

Thomas
Ruttger, MD

GENERAL SURGEON

Advanced technology can make a difference. So can the people
using it. Lakewood'’s da Vinci S surgical system provides our
surgeons enhanced visualization, precision and control during
minimally invasive procedures. For patients, that can mean
smaller incisions, less pain and a faster recovery. It's advanced

technology in the hands of an experienced team focused on one

thing: helping you get back to the life you love.

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
LAKEWOODHEALTHSYSTEM.COM

“ Lakewood

\HEALTH SYSTEM
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MEASLES continued from page 1a

Measles vaccinations available through
Todd County or from area clinics

vidual or known contacts
will be released.

Todd County Health &
Human Services is working
to identify individuals who
may have been exposed to

measles and anyone expe-
riencing symptoms consis-

tent with the disease.

“We are working to pre-

vent the spread of measles
in our community,” said
Todd County Health &
Human Services Director
Jackie Och. “Residents who
are unvaccinated are at the
greatest risk of infection.”

Measles is a highly con-

tagious disease that spreads
easily through the air when
an infected person breathes
or coughs. Symptoms
include a high fever, which
may exceed 104°F, cough,
runny nose, red or watery
eyes and a characteristic
rash. The rash typically
begins at the hairline and
spreads to the face, neck
and then the rest of the body.
Symptoms generally appear

seven to 14 days after expo-

sure.

If you have symptoms
of measles, stay home and
avoid visitors until you have
spoken with your health
care provider. Seek medical
care promptly, as measles

can cause serious complica-

tions, including pneumonia,
encephalitis (swelling of
the brain) and, in rare cases,
death.

Complications are more
common among children
younger than five years of
age and adults older than 20.
Measles during pregnancy
can increase the risk of pre-
mature labor, miscarriage
and low birth weight.

The safest and most effec-
tive way to prevent measles
is through vaccination with

the MMR (measles, mumps,
and rubella) vaccine. Talk

with your health care pro-

vider if you have questions

about vaccination. Vacci-

nation also helps protect

infants, pregnant individu-

als and people with certain

immunocompromising con-

ditions who may not be able
to receive the vaccine.
Todd County Health &

Human Services encour-

ages all residents to:

» Report measles symp-

toms to their health care
provider or Todd County
Health & Human Services.

+ Seek medical care

promptly and obtain test-

ing if you develop measles
symptoms. Always call
ahead so the health care
provider can prepare for
your arrival.

» Review your vaccination
status and get vaccinated if
needed.

Additional information
about measles is available

from the Minnesota Depart-

ment of Health: https://
www.health.state.mn.us/
diseases/measles/index.
html.

For information about
measles, testing, exposures

or vaccination status, con-

tact: Todd County Health &

Human Services at 320-732-

4500.

Vaccination
assistance
Individuals with private
health insurance should
contact their primary care
provider. Those who are
uninsured, underinsured
or enrolled in a Minne-
sota Health Care Program
should contact Todd County
Health & Human Services at
320-732-4500.

STAPLES continued from page 1a

Economic developer position
questioned whether it is needed

Government Aid (LGA)
from the state. On the other
side, the bond and interest
fund is higher because of
the 4th Street NE construc-
tion project. Nelsen said
part of that should go down
when funding from the
state comes through.

Going into the budget of
each department, Nelsen
said the Staples Police
Department uses 31 per-
cent of the total budget,
with bond and interest at
10 percent, replacement of
equipment is eight percent,
administration nine per-
cent and the Staples Com-
munity Center at seven
percent.

Economic Developer
Council member Doug
Case brought up a question
he had raised at an earlier
meeting about whether
the city needs a full time
economic development
position. The position is
currently open, with appli-
cations closed and several
candidates being vetted.
Case said he has been
looking and hasn’t been
able to find any other town
the size of Staples that has
a full time economic devel-
oper.
“It would save $120,000
from the budget,” said Case.
Mayor Ron Murray said
it wouldn’t be a quick deci-
sion to change the nature

of the position.

“We have applications, if
we change, we would lose
these candidates,” said
Murray.

Case said he hasn’t seen
anything brought forward
about the accomplishments
of the economic develop-
ment position.

“I have to disagree with
you,” said Murray, “A lot of
things couldn’t have been
accoplished without the
economic developer.”

Council member Mary
Theurer said “This is a
forward-looking town and
I’'m proud of all we have
accomplished. I don’t think
we have anyone on the staff
who has the time.”

Case said the city could
use other administrators,
share a position or use the
Todd County Economic
Development position.

In other news, the

council

» Approved gambling per-
mits for Knights Of Colum-
bus and Ottertail Ducks
Unlimited.

» Learned that the plan
for larger acreage residen-
tial lots was discussed by
the Planning and Zoning
Commission.

+ Learned that the Sta-
ples Community Center
locker room project is now
complete and being used
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75 Years Aco - 1951

°o QOct. 4, 1951 - Two
reports came to Staples, one
by telegram, and the other
by letter to relatives, stating
that two Staples soldiers
who are with the fighting
men in the Korean Battle
had been reported missing
in action and wounded.

In a telegram from Wm.
E. Bergin, Major General
U.S.A. dated Oct. 3, at 12:26
p.m. the following informa-
tion was given:

“The secretary of the
army has asked me to
express my deep regret that
your son, Pfc. George Brad-
way, has been missing in
action in Korea since the 27
of August. Upon receipt of
further information in this
office you will be advised
immediately. Confirming
letter follows. I regret notifi-
cation was so long delayed.”

- o -
Compiled by
Dawn Timbs
- o -

Mr. and Mrs. Bradway
had received a letter from
their son, Sgt. John Brad-
way dated Sept. 3, that a
medic had told him George
had been dressed for a leg
wound. A week later a clerk
of the company told John
that they had no record
of where George had been
taken to a hospital.

The Bradway brothers
had been in the front lines
in active battle for over 60
days, with only a 4-day rest
period in that time.

The first of this week Mrs.
Birten Herman received a
letter from a “buddy” of her
husband, telling her that
Birten had been injured and
had been flown from behind
the battle front to Tokyo
where he was hospitalized.

No official information
has been received by Mrs.
Herman at the present time,
so she does not know the
nature of his injuries or the
exact cause of them.

Both the Bradways and
Mrs. Herman are anxiously
awaiting further informa-
tion relative to their son and
husband.

o Oct. 4, 1951 - Thursday
evening, Sept. 27, as Mrs.
Milton Finn, her son Tom
and daughter Floris, and a
nephew and niece, Harold
and Donna Finn, were
enroute to their home north
of Staples after the first
show, they had a narrow
escape from possible death
as their car crashed into
the rear of a pickup truck
which was parked along the
road without lights.

o Oct. 4, 1951 - Sharon
Scharf has been elected
president of the recently
organized Staples Chapter
of the Jr. Future Homemak-
ers of America. Sharon,
with the help of vice pres-
ident, Mary Anderson;
secretary, Rosalie Olander;
treasurer, Deanna Brol-
lard; song-leaders, Janice
DeWald and Judith Hold-
erback; reporter, Margaret
Edin; historian, Rita Jen-
kins; and committee chair-
man, Lois Ingersoll, will
work on plans for this year’s
program.

o Oct. 4, 1951 - Pvt. Waldo
Frisk, Motley, is now sta-
tioned in Korea with the
anti-aircraft artillery, north
of Seoul.

50 Years Aco - 1976

o Sept. 23, 1976 - A devotee
of the traditional Japanese
dance is the newest member
of the Staples high school

The Hometown Harvest event had straw bale benches for people to rest in quiet.

Wednesday, October 7, 2026 3 a

02 0)

Looking back

junior class. Her name is

Naoko Yanagihara, a for-

eign exchange student, and
her foster family for the
coming school year are Mr.
and Mrs. Jack Wilson and
Kristy.

Naoko is 17, and had
been a junior in the Takada
senior high school of her
home city of Tera-machi,

Joetsu-shi, Japan. Her par-

ents are Shoji and Fusae
Yanagihara, and she has a
brother, Toshiaki, 15.

o Sept. 23, 1976 - Home-

coming 1976 will be
observed by the students of
Staples High school all next

week, according to informa-

tion released today by the
Student Council, sponsors
of the event.

The homecoming festiv-
ities will kick off Monday,
Sept. 27, with the coronation
of the Homecoming Queen.
Coronation ceremonies are

slated in the Staples Audito-

rium, starting at 8 p.m.

Five girls of the Class
of 1977 were named last
week as candidates for the
title of SHS Homecoming
Queen. Vying for the honor
are Natalie Wise, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Wise;
Sandy Denning, daughter of

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Den-

ning; Julie Pluth, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Pluth;
Nancy Kern, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Win-
kels; Terry O’Keefe, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald
O’Keefe.

o Sept. 23, 1976 - Dono-
van’s Bowling Center will
open Thurs., Sept. 23 at
5 p.m. Stop in and see our
new lanes or for any league
information. Lounge will
also be opening Thurs.,
Sept. 23 at 5 p.m. Located at
West Hwy. 10, Staples, Minn.

o Sept. 23, 1976 - The
following Staples high
school cross-country var-
sity members participated
in the Sebeka Invitational
recently: Jim Ziegler, Randy
Carlson, Mike Heldman,
Kevin Crocker, Chris Long-
bella, Bob Backberg and
Paul Mertens.

o Sept. 23, 1976 - A total of
2,356 students are attending
classes in all Staples schools
for the 1976-77 term, accord-
ing to information released
this week by the various
schools.

The 2,356 figure shows
an increase of 29 students
from those in attendance
the opening weeks of school
one year ago. The total
figures released include
enrollments at the Staples
Elementary school, Staples
High school, Lincoln Model
Nongraded school, Sacred
Heart school and the Sta-
ples Area Vocational-Tech-
nical Institute.

25 Years Aco - 2001

© QOct. 4, 2001 - Dr. Ted Lel-
wica retires after 36 years...
but two new doctors have
begun their practices after
joining the Lakewood Clinic
in Staples this past summer.
They bring to nine the total
number of family practice
doctors at the local clinic.

Although both Dr. Jon-
athan Claussen and Dr.
Arden Beachy began taking
regular clinic shifts this
summer on a part time
basis, they officially became
part of the local medical
scene as of Sept. 1.

° Oct. 4, 2001 - The Sta-
ples Motley Area Cham-
ber of Commerce recently
welcomed new business
Giovanni’s Pizza restaurant,
located at 304 Second Ave.
NE, Staples. The owners/
managers of Giovanni’s

Mystery photo

Hello readers. This week’s archive photo is from
1976. Do you know who these people are and perhaps
the context of the photo? Do you have a memory to
share? Email your answers and where you're from to
dtimbs@staplesworld.com by Friday, or call 218-894-
1112. The answers will be published in next week’s
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Pizza are Fran and Shawn

O’Rourke. Chamber mem-

bers at the ribbon cutting
were Pat O’Regan, Andre
Sebasky, Jennelle Shriver
and Darla Peterson.

o Oct. 4, 2001 - Jason
Tholl followed his blockers
through a hole and took the
opening kickoff back 82
yards for the Cardinals to
begin a 31-14 homecoming
game victory over the very
tough East Grand Forks

Green Wave on Friday, Sept.

28.

“I just followed my two
blockers, Adam Johnson an
d somebody else, and headed
up the middle ,” Tholl said
after the game. “They made
a hole so big even (Coach
Ryan) Beachy could have
made it through.”

Kyle Bendson ran for
117 yards and Kyle Detloff
added 81 yards and two
touchdowns to further the
Staples Motley cause. Quar-
terback Matt Mosack passed
five times for 116 yards
including a touchdown pass
to Izaak Schafer.

10 Years Aco - 2016

o Sept. 29, 2016 - Sta-
ples-Motley 2016 Home-
coming candidates were
announced Sept. 26. Queen
candidates are Sam
Schimpp, Kelsie Weite,
Samantha Svendsen, Millie
Klefsaas and Aleesha Carl-
son. King candidates are
Gavin Smith, Brian Ster-
riker, Hunter Berggren Matt
Miller and Coleman Klimek.

Mystery solved

Last week’'s mystery photo published in the Sept.
2, 1976 edition of the Staples World featured Mrs.
Gladys Motl serving Bruce Hayenga of the Faith Luther-
an Church a hot bowl of homemade soup in apprecia-
tion of the church’s donation of a stove and refrigerator
for the Staples Community Center. Motl is the coordi-
nator of the Senior Citizens Nutrition Program which
is offered at the Community Center. Their first meal
served was a chicken dinner for $1.

Alan Judd of Browerville correctly identified
both Gladys and Bruce. He shared that Gladys was
his aunt and that she was a wonderful lady and a fun
person, in addition to being a great cook. Judd re-
called that Gladys was a cook at the Frost Top Diner
in Staples, which later became KFC (Kentucky Fried
Chicken), at which she also worked. Their family still
has the delicious coleslaw recipe that Gladys “stole”
from that era, Judd laughed.

Judy Wolak of Staples correctly identified Bruce
Hayenga, but thought the woman was Mrs. Macho,
who was a cook at the high school. Wolak went on to
share that Hayenga was the head chef at the Staples
Vocational School at that time. Thanks for participat-

ing in our mystery photo.

Staples €, World
The Staples World office,

moved to 207 4th St. NE

Located two doors south of
Stomping Grounds Coftee Shop.

Regular advertising and copy
deadline is Friday, noon.
The office closes at noon on Friday.

Old Staples 'rheatre
marquee
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Latest duck stamp winner
triggers fond memories

Last week the U.S. Fish
&Wildlife Service an-
nounced the winner of this
year’s federal “duck stamp”
contest. The contest is an
annual competition among
wildlife artists. The prize
for winning is the privilege
of having your artwork fea-
tured on the special stamp
that must be purchased by
all who hunt waterfowl;
which, for all intents and

urpos-
p P -o-

es, means )
Inside the

ducks and

geese. The Outdoors
stamp pur- —
chase re-
quirement
for hunters
dates back
to 1934, in-
stituted
as a con-
servation
measure to
raise funds &
for the ac-
quisition
and protec-
tion of vital wetland habitat,
including securing conser-
vation easements.

Winning the contest is a
highly-sought honor, but it
may surprise the unfamil-
iar that there is no cash
awarded. What the artist
does get is the right to pub-
lish and profit from the sale
of limited-edition art prints
of the winning image. Not
to mention the acclaim that
comes with this prestigious
accomplishment. More than
a few wildlife artists have
launched successful careers
in this narrow art niche
with duck stamp contest
wins.

This year’s winning im-
age will go on the 2027 duck
stamp. As readers may
know, the 2026 Minnesota
waterfowl hunting season
is already in full swing. It
began with the 5-day early
teal season the first week
of September, followed by
Youth Waterfowl Weekend
for hunters age 17 and un-
der, and the general open-
er—all hunters, all legal
species—on September 26th.

This year’s duck stamp
contest winner is Bob Haut-
man. His last name is like-
ly to sound like a broken
record, given the fact that
he and his two brothers—
Jim, and Joe—have among
themselves won the federal
duck stamp contest seven-
teen times. For the record,
this year’s winner Bob has
now won four times, ace-
high brother Jim seven
times, and sibling Joe, six.
When you consider that any
duck stamp contest winner
is ineligible to enter for the
following three years, the
Hautman trio—Minneso-
tans all—has been at this
game for a very long time.

What the Hautmans
seem to have is a knack for
knowing what the judges
are looking for, and deliver-
ing it. There are some gen-
erally understood criteria.
First and foremost is ana-
tomical accuracy. As much
as some of us appreciate
impressionism, there is lit-
tle room for it in the duck

Mike Rahn
- o -

stamp contest world, where
a true-to nature image is the
name of the game. The bird,
or birds, should be large,
central within the overall
image, and realistic. The
artwork must depict one
of five pre-chosen species.
This year the options were
blue-winged teal, cackling
goose, mottled duck—a bird
of more southern climes—
king eider, and long-tailed
duck.

Some form of habitat el-
ement, or elements, must
be there, too, and must be
authentic and ecological-
ly correct. High contrast,
bright design, and good
line and color definition
are uniquely important in
this contest, because judg-
es must also evaluate how
well the mandatory 9-inch
by 12-inch original artwork
will look when it has been
reduced down to a tiny 1-3/4
inch by 1-1/2 inch stamp. In
keeping with the contest’s
90-plus year tradition, no
image element that is photo-
graphic—or today, digital—
is permitted.

What immediately struck
me about this year’s win-
ning image was the spe-
cies depicted. That bird—a
showy drake, with a smaller,
more subtly-plumed female
in the background—was of
the same species that graced
the federal duck stamp in
the first year that I hunted
waterfowl. This bird is the
renamed long-tailed duck,
previously known to gener-
ations of waterfowl hunters
as the oldsquaw, until the
American Ornithologists
Union renamed it a quarter
century ago.

That renaming might
have been interpreted as po-
litical correctness displac-
ing tradition. But the truth
is, this duck was—even
before that time—already
known as the long-tailed
duck in Europe and Asia,
where it also is found. And,
admittedly, its former name
was anything but flattering.

That first duck stamp I
purchased for the privilege
to hunt waterfowl was the
1967-68 stamp. I have it in a
tiny 3 % inch by 4 inch blue
frame that is a close match
to a blue tone in the stamp
itself. Unlike Bob Haut-
man’s two long-tailed ducks
in flight, the two depicted
in my stamp from 59 years
ago are standing on ice; fit-
ting, considering that this
is a bird that breeds on the
Arctic and sub-Arctic tun-
dra and taiga.

As with most ducks, the
male long-tailed is the more
colorful, a concession to
needed concealment for a
female brooding eggs and
young. In winter the male is
one of the most handsome
of ducks; predominantly
white, with angular patches
of black or brown on neck,
breast, wings, and back. A
small pink patch adds con-
trast to a black bill. Two ex-
tremely long, black, central
tail feathers are responsible
for its new name.

It has a circumpolar
range that includes not
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only North America but
also Greenland, Iceland,
northern Europe, and Rus-
sia. The long-tailed duck
winters in ice-free northern
waters along the Atlantic
and Pacific coasts of North
America, as well as in our
Great Lakes, the latter mak-
ing it an honorary winter
Minnesotan.

If any duck can be called
a bottom-feeder, the long-
tailed would qualify. It can
dive to depths of more than
200 feet, dining on clams,
mussels, fish, fish eggs,
aquatic insects, with alesser
amount of vegetable matter
thrown in. Certainly a duck
on the stronger-tasting side,
and worthy—though some
might argue otherwise—of
a recipe concocted to tem-
per strong flavor.

Another Minnesota con-
nection was the artist who
created that first stamp of
my long waterfowl hunting
life. It was none other than
Les Kouba, an artist certain-
ly as legendary as the Haut-
mans. In those days you did
not purchase your hunting
license or necessary addi-
tional stamp online. Hunt-
ing licenses were common-
ly purchased at hardware
stores and sport shops. The
federal duck stamp was of-
ten purchased at a post of-
fice, even though it was not
a legal means of sending
mail. That same hardware
store might also have a sup-
ply of duck stamps, some-
thing you hoped for if you
happened to forget to stop
at a post office during open
hours before the waterfowl
opener.

I was not as dedicated as
some in keeping the duck
stamps from every year
I have hunted waterfowl.
But the one in the tiny blue
frame over my desk speaks
to me as much as any full
collection could. No other,
not even a collection, could
be as meaningful.
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How do | go on!

Frank Odell

Heavy is the silence af-
ter goodbye. Not loud, not
crashing—no thunder, no
trumpet—just a quiet that
sits beside you like an un-
invited guest who refuses
to leave. And in that silence,
echo the memories do. The
laugh. The touch. The way
they said your name like it
actually meant something.
Gone they are. And broken,
you feel.

Strange it is, how the
world keeps spinning when
yours has stopped. Cof-
fee still brews. Traffic still
crawls. People still argue
about things that suddenly
feel very small. Meanwhile,
standing you are at the base
of a mountain—an emotion-
al Everest—steep with grief,
slick with tears, and shad-
owed by the question no
one really wants to answer:
How do I go on?

Climb it, you must. Not
because you want to. Not be-
cause it’s fair. But because
life, stubborn as a mule,
keeps nudging you forward.
One step, then another.
Some days crawling. Some
days sliding backward.
Progress, messy it is. And
oh, the hurt—sharp as shat-
tered glass, heavy as wet ce-
ment. A broken heart is not
poetic when you’re living
inside it. It’s raw. It’s rest-
less. It’s relentless. Miss
them, you do. In the morn-
ing light. In the empty chair.
In the quiet moments where
their absence is louder than
their presence ever was.

Funny, almost cruel, how
love works. The deeper the
love, the steeper the climb.
The stronger the bond, the
sharper the break. You
don’t just lose a person—
you lose routines, rhythms,
shared jokes, half-finished
sentences. You lose the “we”
and inherit the “me.” And

“me” feels awfully small

sometimes.
But here’s where belief
steps in— Because if love

is real—and deep down, you
know it is—then it doesn’t
just vanish like smoke in
the wind. It changes form.
It shifts. It settles into plac-
es you don’t expect: a song
on the radio, a memory that
sneaks up on you, a strength
you didn’t know you had.
Gone from sight, yes. Gone
from existence? No.

“Go rest on that moun-
tain,” we say. A simple
phrase. Almost gentle. But
behind it stands a powerful
belief—that there is peace
beyond pain, rest beyond
struggle, and life beyond
this life. Comforting, that
is. Accepting that? Not easy
it is. Doubt will visit. Ques-
tions will knock. Anger
may even sit down and stay
awhile. “Why them?” “Why
now?” “Why me?” No tidy
answers come. No neat ex-
planations tied with a bow.
But acceptance is not about
understanding everything.
It’s about choosing to trust
something. To trust that
love matters. To trust that
life has meaning. To trust
that goodbye is not the final
word. Not gone, never gone.
Grief doesn’t disappear; it
changes shape. What once
crushed your chest be-
comes something you carry
differently. Still heavy, but
manageable. Still present,
but not paralyzing. Laugh
again, you will.

Feel joy again, you can.
Love again... yes, even than.
Not replacing—never re-
placing—but continuing.
Expanding. Honoring what
was by living what is.

Think of the mountain
again. At the base, over-
whelming it feels. Impossi-

ble. Halfway up, exhausting
it is. Doubt creeps in. But
near the top... perspective
changes. See farther, you
can. Breathe deeper, you do
And though the climb cost
you tears, sweat, and piec
es of your heart, stronger
you’ve become. Not because
you wanted to be. But be
cause you had to be.

So, what now? Live, you
must. Not perfectly. Not fear
lessly. But faithfully. Carry
them with you—not as a
weight that drags you down
but as a presence that lifts
you up. Speak their name
Tell their stories. Laugh at
their jokes—even the bad
ones. Especially the bad
ones. Because love remem
bered is love still alive. And
one day—far from now, but
certain as sunrise—you’ll
reach your own mountain’s
end. And maybe, just may
be, there they’ll be. Not bro
ken. Not hurting. Not gone
Rested. Waiting.

Until then, step by step
climb you will. Through
tears, through memories
through moments that sting
and moments that strangely
shine. Because though bro
ken your heart may be, beat
ing it still is. Though heavy
your grief may feel, moving
you still are. Though deep
your loss may run, deeper
still your love goes. And
love—stubborn, enduring
eternal love—will guide you
up that mountain. One step
at a time.

Frank Odell was an English
Teacher 30 years, MN State
Fair Food vender 27 yrs, and
P.B. Toastmaster of Year
2020-2021

Quote of the week

“You get old and you realize
there are no answers,
just stories.”

— Garrison Keillor

Many things going on in Staples

Ron Murray
Mayor of Staples

Hi everyone. I'm going to
start to write these letters
more often because there’s
so much going on and I want
to let everyone know. Our
“Music in the Park“ series
was a great success again
and as I sat at the park on
Sunday, it was so cool to sit
in this beautiful park with
the majestic pines watching
all the people who came to
enjoy the beautiful night of
music and weather. I looked
around and on the streets
surrounding the park peo-
ple were walking with dogs
and Kkids, it was small town
at its best. Since I last wrote
here, the Farmer’s Union
meat processing plant had
its ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny, tours and is open for
business. A very impressive
small scale plant to meet
the needs of our local pro-
ducers. I'm hopeful that it
grows from word of mouth

from area producers and
look forward to the store
front to come in the future.

I was out again on the
newest walking trail in Sta-
ples at the Ag Center and
Legacy Gardens. So nice to
have a connection and fin-
ished loop from the paved
trail on Airport Road with
an added 1.7 mile loop.
What a unique view as you
walk around the fields. It
was even used for the 5K
Run during Railroad Days.
Speaking of Railroad Days,
what a great few days with
Saturday being spectacular
with weather and turnout.
The parade route was short-
er but the spectators were
there in numbers. I enjoyed
the Hwy 10 Marching Corps,
and the candy, of course.
Next year is the 50th Anni-
versary of Railroad Days so
be watching for details re-
lated to the celebration.

I mentioned in previous
letters about collaboration
and it was in good form at
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the RR Days celebration.
The crowd was so big that
there was an emergent need
for more chairs and tables
and we were able to secure
some quickly from the Sa-
cred Heart Church and
School nearby, got them out
and up with a quick group
of volunteers. Everywhere
you looked people were
working together to make
this event so great. Timber-
lake organization provided
extra help with some of the
things needed to support
the downtown festivities
and their staff lifting and
hauling. Awesome.

LEAP (Leadership, En-
gagement, Advocacy and
Positivity) executive com-
mittee recently held a col-
laboration meeting of city,
chamber and Discover Sta-
ples tourism and communi-
ty leaders to discuss own-
ership of key areas related
to growth, development and
promotion related to Sta-
ples. Great discussion and
decision making occurred
to help us moving forward
and to reduce duplication
of efforts.

The 4th Street project is
nearing completion, at the
last weekly construction
meeting, work was to be
done on curbs and gutters
on the next section with
sidewalks to follow. All of
the infrastructure is in the
ground and it will now be
getting the finishing touch-
es, cleaning up and getting
the first layer of pavement
on the road. The intersec-
tions to Fourth street will be
ramped up with black top to
ease the driving. The proj-
ect should wrap up for the
year by the end of October
and then the final over lay
of 4th Street in the spring.
Thanks for all the patience
of our citizens, businesses
and homeowners.

Our local Cub Scout pack,
along with Long Prairie
and Browerville, are work-
ing towards a combined Boy
Scout program. Ben Un-
derhill is our current Cub
Master. Our local Rotary
Club sponsored them with
financial needs and with
programming.

Our local area Chamber
of Commerce is involved
in many community events
and visibility is increasing
to promote our local and
area businesses. Their big
fall event, Hometown Har-
vest took place October 3. 1
was hoping to encourage ev-
eryone to go but this letter
will come out afterwards. I
hope it was a huge success.
Speaking of businesses,
we’ll have another new busi-
ness in town, Junction Nu-
trition. Owners Jason and
Jen Cave are both from the
area and filled with energy
to bring this to Staples.

I spoke at the CLC Raid-
erCon student activity day
last week which allowed
students to have some fun
but also think about bigger
life or career aspects such
as the concepts Build, Grow
and Connect. Mike Hajek,
Renee Kroll and myself
spoke between the student
led events. Dean of students
Erich Heppner emceed the
event.

Staples is in the process
of hiring a new Economic
Development Director. The
previous people in this po-
sition have done the work to
provide many new business
and grants of upwards of
over $500,000.

For improvements for the
City including the commu-
nity center. We're fortunate
to have the ability to have a
person to promote our city
economically. We have a
list of things to work on to
bring business to Staples for
the new hire. Let me know
what you think we need.

The Lights in the Pines,
the winter light display at
Pine Grove Park, is having
a community work day for
any and all volunteers on
Oct. 24. If you have time and
would like to see and be a
part of this fun event, stop
out and someone will put
you to work.

As always, I would like
to hear your feedback and
solutions to things you
would like to see different.
We’re at work and a lot of
people are working hard for
Staples.
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Lakewood Health System offers
Better Breathers Support Group for
those living with lung conditions

Living with a lung condition can

bring unique challenges, but connect-

ing with others who understand those
experiences can make a difference.
Lakewood Health System (LHS)
of Staples, in partnership with the
American Lung Association, offers
the Better Breathers support group

for individuals living with lung condi-
tions such as COPD, pulmonary fibro-

sis, pulmonary hypertension or lung
cancer. It’s a monthly opportunity to
learn, share experiences and connect
with others.

Led by an American Lung Associ-

ation-certified facilitator, the group
provides a supportive environment

where participants can discuss the
challenges of living with respiratory
disease while gaining practical infor-
mation to help manage their health
and improve their quality of life.

Topics may include how respirato-
ry disease affects the lungs, breathing
techniques, exercise and healthy eat-
ing, navigating the healthcare system,
medications and treatment options,
and more.

Better Breathers meetings are
held on the third Wednesday of each
month from 1 to 2 p.m. in Classroom A
at the LHS main campus, 49725 Coun-
ty 83, Staples.

Upcoming meetings are:

o Qct. 21, 2026

° Nov. 18, 2026

° Dec. 16, 2026

o Jan. 20, 2027

o Feb. 17, 2027

o March 17, 2027

Theres no cost to attend and no
RSVP required. Participants are
welcome to attend meetings as their
schedules allow.

For questions or more informa-
tion about the Better Breathers Sup-
port Group, contact Lisa Hall at 218-
232-8956 or lhall4096@gmail.com, or
email respiratorytherapy@lakewood-
healthsystem.com.

Costume friends

At the Hometown Harvest celebration, two friends
loved each other’s costumes. (Staples World photo by

Mark Anderson)
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October 8

‘WaLk With A Doc’ Thurs-
days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-
wood Health System’s main
campus in Staples. Meet
at the main entrance. For
more information about
this free program, visit
https://walkwithadoc.org/
join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

WabeENA WHIRLAWAYS SQUARE
Dance Group Dancing  Thurs-
day, Oct. 8, 7 - 9:30 p.m., at
Lakewood Health System
Care Center, 401 Prairie Ave
NE, Staples. Brian Freed,
caller. For info., 612-743-3480.

October 9

Women’s OPEN AA Recov-
ery Meeming Fridays in per-
son, 10:30 a.m., Motley Free
Methodist Church (lower
level), 33 Wellwood St. E.
Motley. All women welcome.

October 11

CeLEBRATE REcovERY GROUP
Meemings Sundays, 6 p.m.,
at Motley Free Methodist
Church, 33 Wellwood St. E.,
Motley.

October 12

THe STAPLES-MoOTLEY CHAP-
TER OF THE ReTIRED EDUCATORS
oF MN (REAM) Monday, Oct.
12, 9:30 a.m., Sacred Heart
Church basement, Staples.
Access through the south
door. Bring a friend.

October 13

GRIEFSHARE = WEEKLY SEMI-
NAR AnDp SupporT GrRoup Tues-
days, 6 - 8 p.m., at Motley

Free Methodist Church, 33 e

Wellwood Street E., Motley. T dd C y

Through Dec. 15. For info., ,J-‘I 0“ e O}lnt
oo HOW TO VOTE ABSENTEE

Cardinal
Calendar

SM school events
(o, O
October

o Home FooreaLL Oct. 8,
4:30 p.m., jr. high.

o Home VouLeveaLL Oct. 8,
4:45 p.m., C team, Legacy
gym; 6 p.m., jr. varisty, The
Nest; 7:15 p.m., varsity, The
Nest.

o Home FooteaLL Oct. 9, 7
p.m., varsity.

© SMHS ArtHLETIC HALL OF
Fame InpucTtion Ceremony Oct.
10, 5:30 p.m., Centennial
Auditorium, Staples.

© Home VoLLeveaLL Oct. 12,
4:45 p.m., C team, Legacy
gym; 6 p.m., jr. varsity, The
Nest; 7 p.m., varsity, The
Nest.

o MEA - No ScHooL Oct.
15-16.

0 FaLL CoNCERTS = BAND/OR-
cHesTRA/CHoir T'uesday, Oct.
27, MS, 6 p.m.; HS, 7:30 p.m.

All Staples-Motley Up-
coming Events are subject to
change. Go to www.isd2170.k12.
mn.us for up to the minute in-
formation.

call 218-352-6888, or visit
www.griefshare.org.

EXPERIENCE STRENGTH AND
Hore AA Grouprp MrtaGs IN Sta-
pLes Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m.,
at Church of Christ, 27343
490th St., Staples. For info.,
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

NARFE LocAL CHAPTER
#0738 will meet Weds., Oct.
13, at the Brainerd Legion
Club, 708 Front St., 11:30 a.m.
with lunch and a speaker.
National Active and Retired
Federal Workers (NARFE)
is open to all federal, retired
workers, and military. Info.
call 218-828-42717.

for all classified

ads and copy is
12 noon Frida

The City of Staples Water Department
will be flushing water mains throughout the
City as needed, Oct. 5 - Oct. 16, 2026. You may
experience cloudy water during this time. If this
occurs, allow the cold water to run until it clears.
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Steve’s Auto Salvage
& G&L Service
oTires (New & Used)

eTubes *Belts
*AG Tlres *Bulbs «Qil *Antifreeze

oUsed Auto Parts
218-445-6885 ¢ Located in Verndale at Steve’s Auto

FOR STATE GENERAL ELECTION
NOVEMBER 3, 2026

Absentee voting is currently available for all eligible Todd Coun-
ty Voters at the Todd County Auditor-Treasurer’s office for the
upcoming State General Election on November 3, 2026.

Regular office hours are Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m.

- 4:30 p.m. at the address of 215 1st Avenue S, Suite 201, Long
Prairie, MN.
There will be additional hours available on:

Saturday, October 24 9 AM to 3 PM
Tuesday, October 27 8 AMto 7 PM
Saturday, October 31 9 AM to 3 PM
Sunday, November 1 9 AMto 3 PM
Monday, November 2 8 AM to 5 PM

If visiting us in-person, parking is recommended on the court-
house hill lot and entry through the north door (nearest the statue
and flag) of the Historic Courthouse building. Curbside service is
available by calling 320-732-4469 when you arrive.

To absentee vote by mail, persons are welcome to mail, fax, or
e-mail us a signed image of their Absentee Ballot Application form
and our office will mail the absentee ballot materials as promptly as
possible.

An Online Absentee Ballot Application Portal &/or printable
Absentee Ballot Application forms can be found at http://www.
mnvotes.gov

Note: If you are currently a member of the Uniformed Services
(or spouse/dependent) or temporarily or indefinitely overseas
please use the website named above for alternate UOCAVA Appli-
cation procedures.

Completed Absentee Ballot Envelopes can be returned by
in-person delivery or mail delivery to the Todd County Audi-
tor-Treasurer’s Office at 215 1st Avenue S #201, Long Prairie, MN
56347 located in the Todd County Historic Courthouse.

Please contact the County Auditor’s Office at 320-732-4469 or

elections@toddcountymn.gov with any questions. ot
WaZ-44C

1,000 Books
(read) Before
Kindergarten

Langston Kleinschmidt re-
cently completed the 1,000
Books Before Kindergar-

ten program at the Staples
Library. Help get your child
ready for kindergarten, by
signing up for the program
and receive a free backpack.
Call the library at 218-894-

=

MOTIEY

United Methodist
Church <.

74[[ 'ﬂm've_st
A Turkey Dinner

Weds., Ocl. 14

Serving 4:00 - 6:30 p.m.

1401 to register or stop by Turkey dinner with
all the trimmings.
122 6th St. NE, Staples. The Adults $15.
program is sponsored by the Ages 6-12 $7.
Staples Friends of the Library. 5 & under Free
Left: Library Asst. Angie 847 3rd Ave.

Johnson and Langston Klein- So. Lane, Motiey, Mn.
schmidt. (Submitted photo) wize y

MINISTRIES )

FOR YOUR LIFE

FOR YOUR MARRLAGE
FOR YOUR MINISTRY
FOR YOUR CHURCH

Srekinding aimd fud g B ;l‘-re

Staples Aszembly Of God
1 814 Trd Ave NE
Stagles, MN 56479

EVANGELISTS BILL & BETH JUONT
Whirewarer, Witconsin

OCTDBER 18-21, 2026
Sundlay: 9030 Ak
Monday - Wednesday: .00 Pl

Evangelist Bill Juoni
Shaving on the Holy Spivit
and End Tirnes

16k B AN, S0 Pl

“ Over 22 Years
Law Enforcement
Experience
% Fiscally
— MILO*— d.' Responsible
% Proponent of
the Constitution
B
WADENA COUNTY 2ol
» SHERIFF *
Leadership

PAID FOR BY MILO SCOTT FOR WADENA COUNTY SHERIFF

42-45p

VOTE Michelle
NOVEMBER 3 FISCHBACH

7™ DISTRICT CONGRESS REPUBLICAN FOR CONGRESS

v FIGHTING FRAUD
Introduced legislation to
investigate state officials who
helped cover up fraud and
send those responsible to jail.

+"STANDING WITH FARMERS
Helped pass a full five-year
Farm Bill out of the U.S. House
to provide certainty and relief
for farmers.

v CUTTING TAXES FOR
WORKING FAMILIES
Increased the Child Tax Credit
and cut taxes on tips, overtime
pay, and Social Security benefits.

U.S. Representative
District 7

@ Michelle Fischbach

Republican
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Hello World

ONLINE BIRTHS REMOVED
AT THE REQUEST OF LAKEwWOOD
HEALTH SYSTEM.

Needing/Wanting a )

Granite Memorial

FOR YOUR FAMILY?

I can help!

Diane M.
Hahn

32 years serving
our area!

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685
or 218-640-2341 |

Staples Area Church Directory

Staples

Staples Alliance
1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
Pastor John Pavlica, Lead Pastor

Sunday Worship .. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School ..... :00a.m.
Weds., AWANA ..... ... 6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples.......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles

Small Groups (Bible classes
for all ages) .9:30am.
Morning Worship Service... 10:30 a.m.

Children's Church (Kids start in main
worship service)
Prayer Meeting
WEDNESDAY
Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples.d........ 218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein

Facebook Live
Bible School (youth and adul).....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship.............cevveeree 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
Adult Bible Study.... ..6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples.....218-894-1546
Pastor Robert Drake

Sunday Worship Service .........c....... 8:30a.m.
Sunday School and
Coffee Fellowship...........coorvee. 9:30a.m.

Sacred Heart Catholic
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
CHUTE e 218-631-1593 _
parishsecreta ry@marysacc.org
Rev. JCDuncan, 218-632-7314

-632-

Mass: Sunday.....

Seventh Day Adventist

421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples

Pastor Joshua Jeresek

218-894-0033
Saturday Worship ...
Sabbath School

Thomastown Covenant

15940 251st Ave., Staples.......... 218-894-3923
Kunday School....
Sunday Worship..
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH..
Trinity Lutheran

1000 4th St., NE, Staples............ 218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler

Sunday Divine Service ................ 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School and Bible Class....10:30 a.m.
United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples..............218-894-2248

10:30 a.m.
ay Worship)

Sunday Worship.
(Nursery Available

Aldrich

Balsamlund Lutheran

19550 490th Street, Aldrich

Janet Eckman SMA................... 218-837-5831
ire227 @yahoo.com

Sunday Worship.......c..ccoceeccrees 8:30 a.m.

Cushing

Bethany Lutheran

25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN

320-749-2140

Pastor Robert Drake

www.bethanylutherancushing.org
Sunday Worship. 10:
Communion

of each month

00a.m. ).
st and 2nd Sunday

Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org

Facehook Lincoln E Free

Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY

Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ..........c..cvrn. 10:00 a.m.

Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes
Sunday School ...
Worship
WEDNESDAY
Bible study......c..couvvrrsererrrrrnns 7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
(11T O 218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament
Sunday Worship
January - July ...
July - January.....

..... m 0am.

Maple Hill Lutheran

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament

Leader ........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
Worship and Sunday School ........9:00 a.m.

Motley

Motley Free Methodist

33 Wellwood St. E

Motley 56466..........cocooccne 218-352-6888

Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor

Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pusror
Sunday Worship.
facebook live

WEDNESDAY

Youth Group .

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley.............. 218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday School and Bible Closs.....8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship........occccoccceevevcee. 9:30 a.m.

St. Michael Catholic Church
280 1st Ave S, Motley.............. 218-631-1593
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314

Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Mass: SUNAaY.rvvrverrerrrserssereenns 10:30 2,

United Methodist

847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley.....218-352-6466

Pastor Jonathan Holland

www.motleyumc.net
Sunday Worship Service...
Monday AA meeting

Oylen

Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
Sunday School
Sunday Worship

v 10:00 @,
....... 8:00 p.m.

e 10:00 0.,
....... 11:00 a.m

Pillager

First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
Sunday Worship...........evevveseee. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson

N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104.

Phone......cc.ceeree. .218-746-3839
Sunday School . ..9:30a.m.
Worship........ .10:30 a.m.
Sunday Worshi ..7:00 p.m.

LT 1T\ (O —— 7:00 p.m.

First Baptist

903 River Street South, Pillager

Pastor Jake Anderson

218-746-3768

crious@fbepillager.com
Worship Gathering .................... 10:00 a.m.
Connection Point........c.ccccevevrrees 9:30 a.m.

Heuwitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.0. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
Sunday School .....ooccevreerreeerene 9:30a.m
Sunday Worship .10:45 a.m.

WEDNESDAY PRAYER.................cc.... 7:00 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church
(LCMS)

524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship e 10:30 0.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren

Sunday Worship........c.evveee. 10:30 a.m.

Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
Sunday Worship
Sunday Bible Fellows

Family Life Church

402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568

office@verndaleflc.org

Pastor Amos Self ................. 218-371-7189
Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
Tillman Phagan, Kid's & Food Shelf Pastor
Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor

SUNDAY

Youth Prayer......ooccececeessn. 9:20 a.m.
Worship Service .10:00 a.m.
Prayer Meefing.......cc.ceeeeeevvrrsssnnens 5p.m.
WEDNESDAY

[ Y1 6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore

Sunday Worship.......cc.cecveeesene. 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School ......cooceverern 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

Family Night .....c..coveecrereereene 5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship......c.c..cccceecne. 9:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study....occceeeeeererreceirees 6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
Sunday Worship.......cc.ccveeeree. 9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church

5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod far)

Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
Sunday Service e 9:00 .M.
Bible Study......cc.coovvrrrrrrrnns 10:30 a.m.

St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass......cc.ooveveseverssrenee 218-631-1593
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
parishsecretary@marysacc.org
Mass: Saturday......

..5:00pm,

Leaf River Township

The Old Country Church

Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928

Sunday Worship...........ceeroeeees 10:00 a.m.

St. Ann’s Catholic Church
514 1st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314

Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

* parishsecretary@marysacc.org

Mass: Sunday (livestream)...........co......102.M.

histories.

“The Porcupine Dilemma”

Message by Bruce Paskewitz; Staples Church of Christ

Did you ever notice how many quirky peo-
ple there are in the world? The world is filled
with around eight billion unique individuals,
each of us with our own strengths, weaknesses,
hang-ups, victories, defeats, personalities and

In his book “Everybody’s Normal Until You
Get to Know Them,” Author and Pastor John
Ortberg introduces us to the Porcupine Dilem-

ma.

The Porcupine Dilemma is the tension be-
tween our desire for human connection and
companionship and the reality that the closer
we get to each other the more we realize each

other’s quirkiness.

As a church which emphasizes the value of
“Real People,” how do we as Christians recon-

cile this dilemma?

First, as hinted above, we need to accept
that we're all quirky. None of us is truly nor-
mal, whatever that is. The Bible is filled with
examples of people whose behavior stood out

as strange. John the Baptist wandered around
out in the wilderness living on locusts and wild
honey; Paul was at times abrasive; Peter was
impulsive, sometimes speaking before think-
ing; Thomas was a skeptic; David embarrassed
his wife by dancing around in his skivvies; yet
these were all people who God used in power-

ful ways.

This brings us to the second truth: that God
loves quirky people. Paul in Romans 5:8 says
“While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

Third, God is working through His Spirit to
make each of us into the image of what He cre-

ated us to be.

In order to be churches which honor God,
we need to be communities which welcomes
quirky people, as we ourselves have been wel-
comed. We then need to be a church which
works, along with the Spirit, to appreciate our
differences and help each other to be the truly
unique and valued people which God has cre-

ated us to be.
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THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

To become a
Church Directory
supporter,

call 218-894-
1112.

oZHM

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Staples Veterinary
Clinic
"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Central Building

Supply
Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890
207 4th St. NE., Staples, MN
218-894-1112

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: office@staplesworld.com, call 218-894-1112.

Email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: office@staplesworid.com.
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Sharon Weyer

Sharon Irene Weyer, 83,
of Mission, TX, and for-
merly of Staples, passed
away September 19, 2026, in
Bettendorf, IA, surrounded
by her family.

Funeral services will be
held at 11:00 a.m., Friday,
October 16, at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in Staples.
Visitation will be held one
hour prior to services at
the church. A luncheon will
follow at 12:00 p.m.

Her final resting place
will be at Fort Snelling
National Cemetery in Min-
neapolis.

Sharon was born Decem-
ber 24, 1942, to Leo and
Gertrude (Tauer) Koll in
Morgan. She was the oldest
of nine children. After high
school graduation, she went
to a secretarial school in
Minneapolis. After complet-
ing the training, she worked
in the secretarial pool for
the CIA in Washington, D.C.
until she married the love
of her life, Larry Weyer, on
November 25, 1961, in Olivia.

Sharon enjoyed being a
military wife for almost 20
years, before they retired in
1975 to a “hobby farm” in
Staples. During her time in
Staples she enjoyed attend-
ing her children’s school
events, maintaining a large
garden, participating in

and sewing baby quilts for
the local hospitals.

Sharon is survived by
two sons, Michael (Joy)
of Staples and Steven of
Mission; three daughters,
Ellen (Jeffrey) Jones of The
Colony, TX, Janis (Chuck)
Fagin of Deer River and
Brenda (Stephen) Sorensen
of Long Grove, IA; 10 grand-
children, Jason (Laura)
Weyer, Megan (Alex)
Wohl, Tera (Jesse) Kohn,
Renee Paskewitz, Cam-
eron Jones, Kelsey Jones,
Erin (Adrian) Pop, Callum
Fagin, David Sorensen and
Rachel Sorensen; seven
great-grandchildren, Grace,
Ava and Ruby Paskewitz,
Abigail and Ian Weyer,
Isaiah and Zachary Wohl;
six siblings, Audrey White,
Quentin Koll, Mavis Lamka,
Cynthia Koll Tengwall,

bowling leagues and being a
long-time member of Circle
5 at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church. After their retire-
ment from farming, Sharon
and Larry traveled full-time
in their fifth wheel trailer
before settling in Mission.
As the youngest resident
of Bentsen Palm RV Park,
Sharon enjoyed participat-
ing in all of the activities
there. Her greatest joys
were bowling, going to
dances several times a week

Jody Strommer and Shelly
Gatewood.

Sharon is preceded in
death by her husband and
infant daughter, Eileen
Weyer; her parents and two
brothers, Loren and Galen
Koll.

Memorial contributions
in lieu of flowers may be
made directly to the Alzhei-
mer’s Association (donor-
services.alz.org).

w42p A00006B20260T07

~IN MEMORIUM~

Ronald S. Miller

Ronald (Ron) Spencer Miller, 79, died
peacefully on September 25, 2025, at his home
% in Mission, Texas with his wife of 34 years at

" his side.
- Ron was born March 24, 1946 to Jay and
£ Edith Miller in Staples, MN.
Ron graduated in 1964 from Staples High
School. He served four years in the U.S. Navy and two years in
the National Guard, serving from 1965 to 1971.

Ron is survived by his loving wife, Kate. The couple met
in 1992 while in the optical business as opticians ABOC. They
retired in Staples together, became winter Texans, moving to
Mission, TX. Kate loved Staples and following Ron’s death, relo-
cated there in June, 2026, where she enjoys living and is looking
forward to many more years.

Kate wanted to honor her husband’s memory in a special
way and volunteers at the Staples Veterans Store. The organiza-
tion has helped fulfill a purpose, while honoring her husband
and all the veterans who fought for our country - thank you
veterans!

Ron is survived by his wife, Kate; one son, Joel Miller, DDS;
one step-daughter, Jennifer Dukek and special, loving care-
giver, Rubin Mijo; one sister-in-law, Lorie (James) McLellan
and many wonderful friends.

Ron was preceded in death by his beloved daughter, Heidi
(Miller) Quam whom he loved, calling her his little mouse. Now
they are together in Heaven.

“TI will always think of you and smile. You were my best
friend.” Thank you, always.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT w42p A00006B2026SOT07
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Life Currents Policy

To request that an obituary, anniversary or other event (including benefit
events) be placed word for word, personalized, contain more than one
photo, or to run for more than one week, it may be placed as a display
advertisement at the regular advertising rates ($10.75 /col. inch). The item
will be placed in our newspaper with a border around it and must be paid for
at the time of placement. Deadline for adveritising copy is noon on Friday.

Obituaries received from private parties, funeral homes, will be edited
to our format and paid for prior to running at our obituary rate ($10.25 pci)
plus $5 per photo. Minimum is $60. Deadline for copy is noon on Friday,
however, every effort is made to include those with timely services. Death
notices are available and are free if followed in the next publication by the
entire obituary. Obituaries printed in the Staples World will be posted on
our webstie.

All obituaries are paid advertisements. Obituaries requested to be
printed word for word will be charged regular advertising rates and marked
as a -Paid Advertisement- with a box around it.

Please be sure to include the name of the deceased, date of birth, age,
city of residence, when and where he or she died and the name and city of
the funeral home handling the arrangements.

CITY OF GLENWOOD PUBLIC ‘b,ﬁ‘
WORKS DEPARTMENT IS . \ \;
SEEKING A FULL-TIME #q =
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR Gl ENWOOD

The City of Glenwood, MN Public Works Department is seeking a
full-time Public Works Director. A complete job description and benefits
package is available upon request.

Minimum requirements: Possess or ability to obtain a MN Class D
Water Operator’s and Class D Sewer Operator’s License, and a Class
B Driver’s License within one year of employment. Have a valid MN
Driver’s License and a satisfactory driving record. All applicants will
be required to have a physical and are subject to drug and alcohol
testing. Starting wages $32.87 - 45.05 per hour/DOQ, plus excellent
benefits. This is a non-union position.

TO APPLY: All applicants must complete and submit an employment
application. Application forms can be obtained at Glenwood City Hall
Monday-Friday from 8am - 4pm or by calling 320-634-5433 or by
email cog@ci.glenwood.mn.us.

Submit completed applications to Glenwood City Hall or by mail to:
City of Glenwood, PO Box 254, Glenwood, MN 56334 or email to
cog@ci.glenwood.mn.us.

The City of Glenwood is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

CITY OF GLENWOOD
100 17th Ave NW, PO Box 254, Glenwood, MN 56334
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Cardinals never give up
in Homecoming loss

The Staples-Motley foot-
ball team played their best
game of the season against
the toughest team on their
schedule, coming close to
upsetting Dilworth-Glyn-
don-Felton before falling
one touchdown short in a
34-26 loss. This was the Car-
dinal Homecoming game on
Oct. 2.

The Cardinals kept their
opponents off balance with
quarterback Cooper Tappe
completing passes all over
the field and mixing up
effective running plays with
Beau Carlson and Cayden
Niesen.

The Staples-Motley
defense allowed some big
plays early in the game but
learned how to shut down
the DGF attack by the end
of the game.

Tappe scored a touch-
down on a keeper play late
in the fourth quarter to get
within eight points, but
the team never got another
chance to pull even after
DGF converted on a fourth
down play and were able to
run out the clock.

DGF came into the game
as a top ten team in Class
AAA, the class with larger
schools than the Class AA
Staples-Motley team, which
had arecord of 1-3.

The game started poorly,
with the Cardinals fum-
bling the ball away on their
first possession. DGF ran
the ball several times before
getting into the end zone,
but the Cardinal defense
made a stop on the extra
point.

Tappe got back to work
picking apart the defense
and after more first downs,
he found Niesen behind the
defense for a long touch-
down pass. Niesen kicked
the extra point for a 7-6 lead.
DGF scored quickly again
with a big run and again
were stopped on the extra
point to make the score 7-12
after the first quarter.

Staples-Motley made
aother nice drive to the 30
yard line, but were stopped
on fourth down. DGF scored
quickly again to make it
7-20.

After another first down,
the Cardinals had to punt.
Russell Milton pinned
them back at the five yard
line with a great punt. The
defense started to show
signs of stopping DGF
when Owen Roline punched
the ball out while making a
tackle and Ayden Blue fell
on it for a turnover. Unfor-
tunately, they gave it right

b o TAN
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Evan Schultz weaves
making a catch.

back with an interception.

Late in the half, DGF
started passing down the
field until Niesen leaped
over a receiver for an inter-
ception. The half ended
with Staples-Motley down
7-20.

The second half started
with Zach Tabatt plugging
up the inside and prevent-
ing DGF from getting long
runs. Linebackers Tristan
Moore and Adrian Caldwell
were able to fill the other
gaps for tackles and DGF
was forced to punt for the
first time in the game.

The Cardinals gave it
back right away with a
fumble and DGF made
another touchdown for a
7-26 score.

It looked like the game
was getting our of reach,
but Staples-Motley wouldn’t
give up and started another
scoring drive. On 4th and
1 at the DGF 40 yard line,
Carlson ran around the left
side and outran everyone
to the end zone to make the
score 14-26.

After DGF scored on a

Offensive line clears holes
against ranked team

Either protecting the quarterback or making holes
for the running game, the Staples-Motley offensive line
took a big step in improvement against Dilworth-Glyn-
don-Felton. In photo at right, Bryson Dumpprope (51),
Adrian Caldwell (55), Liam Jennissen (5) and Russell
Milton (77) block for the running backs. Below, theline
clears a hole for running back Tristan Moore. (Staples
World photos by Mark Anderson)

through defenders after

long pass to go up 14-34 to
start the fourth quarter,
the game turned around
for good. Passes to Evan
Schultz and Carlson, a draw
play to Carlson and three
runs by Niesen brought the
ball down to the two yard
line. Carlson took it in for
the touchdown, narrowing
the lead to 20-34.

Schultz, Tabatt and Cald-

well made stops to force
DGF into a three-and-out
punt, then Carlson made
a nice return to the 37
yard line. Tappe passed to
Niesen and two more runs
by Niesen brought it to the
one yard line, where Tappe
scored on a keeper play to
make the score 26-34.

In the final minute,
Moore, Caldwell and Schultz
stopped DGF on third down
to set up a punting situation,
but DGF faked the punt and
ran for a first down to end
the game.

Turning the game upside-down
The Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton block- left, Evan Schultz (4), Tristan Moore (35)
ers could only stand and watch as three  and Adrian Caldwell (55) stay low for the

Cardinal tacklers got past them to stuff tackle. (Staples World photos by Mark
a running back late in the game. From

Anderson)

Beau Carlson races two defenders to the end zone for a touchdown.

Competitive
matches but
two losses

The Staples-Motley vol-

leyball team played their
third straight five-set

match against Pine Riv-
er-Backus on Sept. 28, fall-

ing 3-2 at home. Against
Frazee on Oct. 1, they
played evenly until late in
the first two sets, then gave
up a string of points to lose
at the end. They fell behind
in the third set and were
unable to catch up.

Team results

Staples-Motley 2, Pine
River-Backus 3

17-25, 26-24, 24-25, 25-21, 13-15

Lucy Maros - 23 assists, 1
kill, 9 digs

Katelyn Schotzko - 2 aces, 7
assists, 2 kills, 3 digs

Chloe Trantina - 2 aces, 6
assists, 1 kill, 30 digs

Kylee Chenoweth - 1 ace, 11

digs
Clara Maros - 1 assist, 5
kills, 1 dig
Kyleena Rudlang - 1 ace, 1
assist, 5 kills, 1 block, 10 digs
Hannah Cole - 6 kills, 4
blocks, 2 digs
Addison Potter - 2 aces, 9
kills, 6 blocks, 2 digs
Jada Ellingsen - 1 kill
Jasmyne Hove - 6 kills
Jocelyn Lenk - 1 ace, 3 digs
Staples-Motley 0, Frazee

18-25, 19-25, 15-25

L. Maros - 1 ace, 13 set
assists, 3 Kills, 5 digs

Schotzko - 8 set assists

Trantina - 2 aces, 6 digs

Chenoweth - 2 aces, 3 digs

C. Maros - 7 kills, 1 dig

Potter - 5 kills

Cole - 1 ace, 3 Kills, 2 blocks,
4 digs

Hove - 3 Kkills

Ellingsen - 1 kill
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SErvicES & 209 Wantep t0  REAL ESTATE G S
EMPLOYMENT PAU?eDrKLcK%sTREE Buy 602 Apartments ARA(;E1 ALES
208 : 501 for Rent
Storage  General ot siwring Sm  Miscellaneous SUCK S PACK FOR-  RESCHEDULED
FOR RENT | L, iy it LAGLILLI | oot oioamspm. ot am b . ook
Japke’s North Bt Street| - Stvls S TVTTTE N TOWNHOMES It S i

Mini Storage
218-884-9356
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

FoR SALE

306

Sporting
.22 RUGER RIFLE, nev-
er been used. If interested,
call 218-445-5340. Ask for
Tom. 42p

RLTP

Place your Classified Ad

for only ’$985/wk.
Your ad will appear Wednesday in the

Staples ®,\Xorld

and online at www.stanjesworld.com

Mailing address for checks:
Staples World

P.O. Box 100

Staples, MN 56479

——
(]

|
Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

218-296-5031

Under new ownership

&)

Buying
Fieldstone

Boulders

Contact Chris At
320-630-4570

We are accepting
applications for 2 and 3
bedroom townhomes in

Staples, a community
you can get attached to.
Rent based on income.

Now professionally

managed by

#BRUTGER

Income guidelines apply.

cl40-48p

Sunny Pines
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income
eligible, 62 years or
older, handicapped or
disabled. Heat, water,
sewer, electric
provided.

Call Rosie Talberg, Manager at: -

@ eeoan  MOTLEY,MINN.  320-468-2303

Deadline: Friday at Noon
P

« MCAN

MINNESOTA
NEWSPAPER
ARKSOCTATION

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

YAHUAH’S WORDS

$100 FREE
to anyone showing in almighty Ya-
huah’s words recorded by Yahuah’s
prophets. Yahuah has a son Jesus or the
prophesy of Jesus’ birth! 218/533-6029

NO MORE
CLEANING OUT GUTTERS
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a
no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 888/755-5761
to schedule a FREE inspection and no
obligation estimate. Get 15% off your
entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10% off. Limited time
only. Restrictions apply, see represen-
tative for warranty and offer details.

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who  struggles on the stairs, is
concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.

Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

REPAIRING OR
REPLACING APPLIANCES
and home systems like heating and
cooling can be costly. A home war-
ranty plan can help. Start saving and get
30% off any plan today. Workmanship
Guarantee included. Terms apply. Call
Cinch Home Services 855/887-4521

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Get Dish! free HD-DVR

612-332-8844

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience of 1.3 million readers!!!

Free install,
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

ples, 13184 Cty Rd 26. Carl-
son’s. 42p

VETERANS PARK g ‘

STORE =+

STAPLES, Downtown Longbella’s store
SALE AND NEW ITEMS ADDED EVERY WEEK

Thursdays, 10am.-4p.m.
Antiques, collectibles, jewelry, artwork, fishing, hunting, tools, furniture,
books, housewares, kitchenware, linens, clothing, footwear, books, appliances,

DVDs, VHS, vinyl records, more! Select items now 1/2 PRICE!
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

607
Houses for Sale

Prairie View Neighborhood

2 AND 3 BEDROOM HOMES
FOR SALE IN STAPLES
« TWO STALL GARAGES

* LANDSCAPED YARDS
* COMPETITIVE PRICES

CALL MICHELLE
218-326-6098
MIKE IVES REALTY

Your Community Newspa per
Since 1890

Recording Your History
As It Happens

www.staplesworid.com u

207 4th St. NE, Staples, MN 56479
218-894-1112

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

SERVAGEIDNRNE GO RN

GIZA
(e e

* PLUMBING

« HEATING

» AIR CONDITIONING

« GEOTHERMAL

« NEW CONSTRUCTION

« REMODEL

« SERVICE
MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE [

LPS.

Long Prairie Sanitation
Long Prairie, MN

218-631-3101 8B8-878-5578

Ultimate Septic Service LLC
David Odden - Owner/Operator
Services:
eSeptic Pumping eJetting
*Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic
pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service
218-515-2222

*Septic System Installation
*Camera Inspection, Tank
Pumping and Cleaning

6685 330th St.,
Cushing_j, MN. 56443

218-575-2222

(g“"”“wji _

MN State Certified

CONSTRUCTION

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC [T %
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS \ \

[DEAL

*COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

<FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION

Site Prep  Basements ¢ Waterlines ¢ Driveways ® Landscaping ¢ Black
Dirt » Gravel ¢ Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits e Fill Dirt
Clearing & Grading  Ditch Cleaning e Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

Andy Statema 320-594-2912  320-594-6347

¥ e

ucsussu 4
BON|

msunso |

@ CONSTRUCTION LLC

Asphalt Paving * Excavating °Driveways
Roads * Parking Lots * Site Prep * Gravel *Rock
Black Dirt * Fill » Peat * Ponds * Demolition * Hauling
Landscaping * Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU!
Staples, MN 56479

CE
218-894-3105 SHis

L\

%
\
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SW 2026 changed wk #35

Phil Bjerga

Excavating ., "0 507

Inc.
Landscaping & Site Preparation * Backhoe & Skid Loader Work

S Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming ¢ Custom Pressure Washing
Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. * Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB £ 1877870t)

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Septlcs * Waterlines ¢ Trenching * Basements * Retaining Walls

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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Public Notices
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NOTICE NOTICE
LAKE SHORE EVEcRGREEN HILL
AERATION WARNING EMETERY
LAKE SHAMINEAU FALL CLEAN-UP

Evergreen Hill Ceme-
tery, Staples, will be doing
their fall clean-up at the
cemetery on Thurs., Oct.
15, 2026. Flowers must be
maintained in an attrac-
tive manner or they will
be removed. Flowers must
be on shepherd hooks,
pedestal style pot holders
or monument toppers. No

An aeration system will
be in opertion, west shore-
line of Lake Shamineau,
property address 34568 and
34524 from cover 2026 to ice
out 2027.

Purpose: to prevent
shoreline damage due to
ice expansion. Please be
aware of open water.

42-43pnc other items allowed.
NOTICE
LAKE SHORE Bob Reeck, Secretary

AERATION WARNING Evergreen Hill Cemetery

LAKE SHAMINEAU 42pnc

TODD COUNTY

An aeration system will NOTICE OF PUBLIC

be operated in order to ACCURACY TESTING

protect shoreline from ice
expansion December 15,
2026 to May 1, 2027 on the
south shore of Lake Sham-
ineau located off shore
of 2002 and 2014 Arras
Lane,Motley MN 56466. Be
aware of thin ice and open

The public is welcome
to observe the Public Accu-
racy Testing of the DS200
Vote Tabulator Machines
and OmniBallot Assistive
Voting Devices for the
upcoming State General

water. Election.
DNR Permit 2025-3295. Testing will commence
42-43pnc on Monday, October 12,
NOTICE 2026 beginning at 9:00 a.m.
LAKE SHORE until complete.
AERATION WARNING This testing event will
LAKE SHAMINEAU be located in the Main

Street Government Center
at 347 Central Avenue,
Long Prairie, MN.

Contact 320-732-4414
with any questions.

Aeration system will be
in operation, shoreline of
Lake Shamineau, Lot #2196
from ice cover 2026 to ice
out 2027. Purpose: to pre-
vent shoreline damage due
to ice expansion. Be aware
of open water or thin ice.

42-43pnp

Denise Gaida, Todd
County Auditor-Treasurer
42pnc
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TODD COUNTY
BOARD OF
ADJUSTMENT
215 First Ave. South
Long Prairie,
Minnesota 56347
320-732-4420
toddplan.zone@co.todd.
mn.us

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given
that on Thursday, Octo-
ber 22, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.
the Todd County Board
of Adjustment will hold a
public hearing in the Com-
missioner’s board room,
215 1st Ave South, Suite 301,
Long Prairie, MN

NOTE: This meeting is
again being held in-person
and the public is encour-
aged to attend. Those who
do attend in person can
find parking atop the hill
on the west side of the His-
toric Courthouse and enter
through the north doors,
near the American Flag and
monument.

Questions? Call or email
320-732-4420 or toddplan.
zone@co.todd.mn.us.

Agenda

«Call to Order

-Pledge of Allegiance

<Introduction of Board of
Adjustment Members and
process review

«Approval of agenda

«Approval of September
24, 2026, Board of Adjust-
ments meeting minutes

*The applicant is intro-
duced

«Staff report

«Applicant confirms if
staff report accurately rep-
resents the request

«Site Visit Review

«Public comment

*Board review with appli-
cant, staff, and public

1. Dennis Waldvogel:
Section 25, Birchdale Town-
ship, Big Birch Lake

Site Address: 10736
Angler Trail, Grey Eagle,
MN 56336

PID: 03-0059200

1. Request to reduce
the Road Right-of-Way set-
back from 20’ to 10’ for the
replacement of the garage.

2. Request to increase
the allowed height for a
non-conforming accessory
structure from 18’ to 25’
for the replacement of the
garage.

3. Request to increase the
allowed roof surface cover-
age from 15% of the total lot
size to 19.18% for the garage
replacement all in Recre-
ational Development Shore-
land Zoning District.

2. David Skatarella:
Section 16, Burnhamville
Township, Long Lake #27

Site Address: 31263
Enchanted Loop, Burtrum,
MN 56318

PID: 06-0054300

1. Request to decrease the
road right-of-way from 20’ to
zero for pantry addition

2. Request to reduce the
OHW lake setback from 100’
to 52’ for pantry addition,
both in Recreational Devel-
opment Shoreland Zoning
District.

Adjournment.

Next meeting:

November 19, 2026

All persons interested
are invited to attend said
hearing or submit a letter
to be heard on these mat-
ters. All correspondence
must include name, mailing
address and be received 48
hours before the date and
time of the hearing.

Todd County Board of
Adjustment
Russell VanDenheuvel,
Chair

42pnc

Frovm supp:lrl,ing thie gruw[h of small
businesses through local advertising, to
keeping readers informed with acourate

and leaders a vaice as a democratic forum,

newspapers help keep our communitics
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becoming a supporter today!

Newspapers Play a Key Role
in Our Communities

news-and reporting, to giving area residents

and our minds open. Be a part of something
positive: Help keep our publication and the
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Costume parade

The Golden King and his Minecraft
knight protector lead a group of children
across the stage at Northern Pacific Park,
as part of the Hometown Harvest cos-

S Vil
Chili Cook-Off

Twelve pots of chili were entered

into the Chili Cook-Off, part of the Home-

town Harvest festival at Northern Pacific

tume contest. Many people had already
left because of rain, the a few stayed to
show their costumes. (Photos by Mark
Anderson)

Park on Oct. 3. Pictured, contestants
rate the chili before choosing their favor-
ite.

e

Harvest play

Bouncy houses were popular for children at the Hometown Harvest event.

A large stuffed cow was on display
at the Hometown Harvest. The Staples
Area Chamber of Commerce will be

Who is thi sufed an

Hm. e
imal?

sponsoring a coloring contest that will
ask children to name the cow.
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Members of the 3M Golf Club, all employees of 3M
in Staples, recently donated $5,000 to the Motley Area
Food Shelf (MAFS). The funds were raised at their 3rd
Annual 3M Charity Golf Tournament, held at The Vintage
in Staples Sept. 12. Atotal of 18 teams participated, with
all proceeds going to area food shelves. Pictured, from

BM donates to Staples Area Food Shelf

Members of the 3M Golf Club, all employees of 3M
in Staples, recently donated $5,000 to the Staples Area
Food Shelf (SAFS). The funds were raised at their 3rd
Annual 3M Charity Golf Tournament, held at The Vintage
in Staples Sept. 12. A total of 18 teams participated,
with all proceeds going to area food shelves. Pictured,
from left, Jeff Booth, Reggie Thompson, Chris Erickson,

z - O,

Wednesday, October 7, 2026

left, Jeff Booth, Jason Brichacek, Reggie Thompson,
Chris Erickson, Scott Lenk, Joe Baity, 3M employees;
Jodi Reeck, MAFS Director; Scott Hillstrom, Dave Crider,
Joel Haverkamp, Isaac Radniecki, Zach Hillstrom, Allan
Robinson, Bob Stracek, Darrell Hoemberg, 3M employ-
ees. (Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Scott Lenk, Joe Baity, 3M employees; Amy Leidenfrost,
SAFS Director; Scott Hillstrom, Dave Crider, Joel Haver-
kamp, Isaac Radniecki, Zach Hillstrom, Allan Robinson,
Bob Stracek, Darrell Hoemberg, 3M employees. (Sta-
ples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Curious
about face
painting

At the Hometown Harvest
event on Oct. 3, along
line of children wait their
turn while watching the
process closely.

(Staples World photo

by Mark Anderson)

From supporting the growth of small
businesses through local advertising, Lo
keeping readers informed with accurate
news and reporting, Lo giving area residents
and leaders a veice as a democratic forum,
newspapers help keep our communities
and our minds open. Be a part of something
positive: Help keep our publication and the
future of journalism going strong by
becoming a supporter today!

Staples®;orld

Newspapers Play a Key Role
in Our Communities

T, i 4
ﬂc Ny - :n\“‘ -i.:"' i

SUBSCRIBE = SUPPORT = ADVERTISE

ORER 4 -

Essentia
combines with
HealthPartners

HealthPartners and Es-
sentia Health announced
that their boards of direc-
tors have approved an affili-
ation agreement to combine
their organizations. Togeth-
er, the two Minnesota-based
nonprofit health systems
will expand access to care
and coverage, strengthen
specialty services and lever-
age technology to better
serve patients and support
clinicians.

Essentia has locations
throughout central and
northern Minnesota, plus
some in Wisconsin and
North Dakota. HealthPart-
ners is mainly in the Twin
Cities area and is branching
out into rural Minnesota lo-
cations such as Hutchinson
and Olivia.

Essentia has been com-
bined with St. Joseph’s
Medical Center, Brainerd.
HealthPartners has been
combined with Park Nicol-
let.

“This combination is
about doing more for the
people and communities
who count on us,” said
HealthPartners President
and CEO Andrea Walsh.
“HealthPartners and Essen-
tia Health share a belief
that everyone deserves ac-
cess to high-quality care
and coverage, close to home
and centered on their needs.
Together, we can build on
the strengths of both orga-
nizations to improve health,
expand access and create a
stronger future for the com-
munities we serve.”

“Our organizations share
similar missions and val-
ues, deep roots in this re-
gion and a focus on improv-
ing health and well-being,”
said Essentia Health CEO
David Herman, MD. “As a
combined nonprofit health
system, we will be able to
better innovate and grow
our workforce. That strong
foundation will make us
even better partners for our
patients, working togeth-
er to help people live their
healthiest lives, wherever
they call home.”

The organizations have
complementary strengths
in care delivery, health plan
coverage, urban and ru-
ral community health, re-
search, medical education
and innovation. Combining
the strengths of each or-
ganization, the nonprofit
health system will:

o Expand access to care
across urban and rural com-
munities. The combined
organization will include
22 hospitals, more than 135
clinics and 6,000 clinicians,
creating one of the region’s
largest nonprofit health sys-
tems and extending access
to care across Minnesota
and the Upper Midwest.

o Build on a proven re-
cord of quality and out-
comes. Both organizations
have been consistently rec-
ognized as top performing
health systems for quality

by Minnesota Communi-
ty Measurement and have
earned national recognition
for excellence in quality, pa-
tient experience, innovation
and clinical performance.

o Make care and coverage
easier to navigate and more
affordable. HealthPartners
combines care delivery and
health plan expertise in a
nationally recognized inte-
grated model that consis-
tently delivers lower total
costs of care compared with
national benchmarks.

o Strengthen local care
while expanding specialty
expertise. Patients will ben-
efit from a greater depth of
expertise and expanded ac-
cess to specialists, advanced
clinical programs, tele-
health and coordinated care
through strong local care
teams and community rela-
tionships built over decades
of partnership.

o Accelerate innovation,
research and workforce de-
velopment. Together, the or-
ganizations will expand in-
vestments in digital health,
research, data analytics and
workforce development. Es-
sentia’s research and educa-
tion programs provide more
than 500,000 hours of train-
ing each year for future
healthcare professionals.
HealthPartners trains more
than 600 residents and fel-
lows annually and brings re-
search to patients and com-
munity members through
hundreds of clinical trials
and research studies.

o Support a team of
45,000 colleagues. Col-
leagues will have access to
expanded career pathways,
educational opportunities,
academic partnerships and
shared expertise across a
larger integrated organiza-
tion. HealthPartners is one
of Minnesota’s top ranked
employers, including being
recognized as a Top Work-
place by the Star Tribune,
Newsweek and other orga-
nizations. Essentia has been
recognized as a top 100 in-
state workplace by Forbes
for eight consecutive years.

The combined organiza-
tion will be called Health-
Partners. Current Health-
Partners President and
CEO Andrea Walsh will
lead the new organization.
David Herman, MD, who
has been CEO of Essentia
Health since 2015, will serve
as president of combined
clinical care group opera-
tions. Essentia facilities will
retain the Essentia Health
name while operations are
integrated.

Pending regulatory ap-
provals, the organizations
anticipate the combina-
tion will be effective Jan. 1,
2027. Patients and members
should not experience any
changes or interruption to
their care or coverage.

For more information,
visit healthpartners-essen-
tiahealth.com.

Free
Estimates _
-
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* Thousands of Satisfied
Customers

Basement and Crawl Space
Problems Solved

Leaky basements made dry
Drain tile & baseboard systems

* Transferable Warranty
* Licensed-Insured
* Providing Realistic
Solutions
MN License BC542636
ND License #56638

320-654-9900

Buckling walls corrected
Foundation repair & wall crack repair
Egress window installation
NOW OFFERING
FINANCING

Providing Service Since 1967

Basement Water Controlled

toness L Secure | HOLD-RIGHT™ WALL ANCHORS

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attorney

L FIELDS

LAW FIRM

DISABLED?

We've Helped Thousands
Get Benefits

Contact Us Today
For Free Advice

Long-Term Disability
Short-Term Disability
Social Security Disability

320-257-0231
www.GetFields.com
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Cardinals race fast on
wet course at B-H

The Staples-Motley cross
country teams continued
improving with two third
place finishes at the Ber-
tha-Hewitt Invitational on
Sept. 29. The teams com-
peted on a wet course at the
Double Eagle Golf Course
near Eagle Valley.

The boys team benefited
from a good performance by

their fourth and fifth run-

ners, who are needed for
the team score. Alex Leach
and Brayden Moore had
their fastest races of the
year despite the wet course
with puddles in some places.

In the team score, the Car-

dinals ended up tied for
second place, so Jackson
Bitzer became a varsity
scorer as the sixth runner.

He came in just behind Ash-

by-Brandon-Evansville’s

sixth runner, so the Cardi-
nals lost the tiebreaker and
ended up in third place.

The girls team all had
their fastest times of the
year as their five scorers
placed in the top 21 places
for a low team score, but
two other teams had more
runners in the top ten,
dropping Staples-Motley to
third place.

Team results

Bertha-Hewitt Invita-
tional

Boys results (5,000
meters)

Wadena-Deer Creek 18,
Ashby-Brandon-Evansville
107, Staples-Motley 107,
Ottertail Central 119, Long
Prairie-Grey Eagle 120,
Pillager 144, Menahga 149,
New York Mills 178, Vern-

dale 241

11. Andrew Dobson
19:12, 19. Spencer Olsen
19:53, Jackson Odden 20:02,
33. Alex Leach 21:00, 46.
Brayden Moore 22:18, 71.
Jackson Bitzer 26:40

Middle school (3,200
meters): 16. Gustavo Lozano
14:59, 23. Kai Bestland 15:51

Girls results (5,000
meters)

Menahga 55, Ottertail
Central 61, Staples-Motley
73, Wadena-Deer Creek 93,
Parkers Prairie 99, Bran-
don-Evansville 137, Long
Prairie-Grey Eagle 172

8. Elise Trif 21:31, 14.
Anna Warner 22:00, 21.
Suhaila Mikhaeil 22:44,
24. Elizabeth Kroll 22:55,
26. Alexis Odden 23:20, 61.
Cydney McGree-Schmidt-
bauer 32:39

Elise Trif (center, 5141) competes with a pack of runners in the first mile of the
Bertha-Hewitt Invite. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Tennis team overcomes
tough competition

Against Osakis, the
match started out with
Staples-Motley falling
behind in four of the first
six matches being played,
while singles players Kaylee
Perius and Charlie Noska
powered out way in front.
The first and third doubles
teams got back in front and
won in straight sets. By the
time Ronnie Noska started
the number one singles
match, the Cardinals were
well on their way to a 5-2
victory.

Against Pine City, the
number three doubles team
of Charlie Noska and Mia
Pest brought very strong

Ronnie Noska

positive energy to the court
and rolled through their
opponents. The top singles
and doubles players for Sta-
ples-Motley had uncharac-
teristic off nights during
their second set. Madison
Perius and Natalie Hanson
got it back in the third set.
Ronnie Noska did the same
in the second set, hitting
the ball just inches wide on
several baseline shots. She
played a 10 point tiebreaker
for the third set, but lost.

Team results
Staples-Motley 5,
Osakis 2
Singles: Ronnie Noska W

T T e
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6-1, 6-1; Kaylee Perius W 6-0,
6-0; Lydia Roelofs L 6-7 (4-7),
4-6; Charlie Noska W 6-0, 6-0

Doubles: Madison
Perius/Natalie Hanson W
6-3, 6-1; Mia Pesta/Sarah
Kroll LL 3-6, 6-4, (9-11); Alexa
Dolezal/Katelyn Erickson
W64, 6-3

Staples-Motley 4, Pine
City 3

Singles: R. Noska L 6-2,
5-7, (7-10); K. Perius W 6-3,
6-0; Erickson W 6-0, 6-0; A.
Dolezal L 2-6, 5-7

Doubles: M. Perius/
Hanson W 6-2, 4-6, 6-3; Kroll/
Roelofs L 3-6, 4-6; C. Noska/
Pesta W 6-2, 6-3
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Setting up for a sprint to the line

With the whole crowd watching,
Spencer Olsen (left, 5135) starts his kick

as two competitors try to catch him. (Sta-
ples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Jackson Bitzer

Alexis Odden kICkS past a competitor in the f|n|sh|ng stretch.
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ROBOT continued from page 1a
Advanced surgical technology experience now at LHS

less pain, reduced blood
loss and shorter recovery
times, depending on the

individual patient and pro-

cedure.
“By bringing advanced

technology into the surgi-

cal experience, Lakewood is
helping create a smoother
path from procedure to
recovery, with patients and
their quality of life at the
center,” said Ruttger. “I'm
excited to see how the da
Vinci can add to the already
great work our team is
doing.”

Lakewood is among a

small number of health-

care facilities in Minnesota
with a da Vinci 5 system,
providing patients in the
region access to some of
the newest robotic-assisted
surgical technology with-
out having to travel to a
large metropolitan medical
center.

The addition of the da
Vinci 5 builds upon Lake-
wood’s commitment to
investing in technology,
services and expertise that
allow patients to receive
high-quality care close to
home. While robotic-as-
sisted technology provides
surgeons with additional

capabilities, each patient’s
care plan is individualized,
and the surgical approach
used depends on the proce-
dure and the patient’s spe-
cific needs.

The da Vinci 5 will sup-
port Lakewood’s grow-
ing surgical program and
expand the options avail-
able for minimally invasive
procedures at Lakewood
Health System.

For more information
about surgical services at
Lakewood Health System,
visit lakewoodhealthsys-
tem.com.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOUR BUSINESS?

A complimentary Business Financial Checkup
could help uncover new business opportunities.

IMPROVE
Cash Flow

opportunities to:

business goals.

Cody Einerson

« Local Decisions.
« Trusted Advice.

Y

STAPLES
mmfcu.org

REVIEW
Existing Financing

Senior Business Lender

Call or text: (218) 325-6536
email: ceinerson@mmfcu.org
web: mmfcu.org/business/lending

« Business Success Starts Here.

W
MIDMINNESOTA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
1220 4th St NE

Loans subject to credit approval. Certain restrictions apply. Federally insured by NCUA.

UPGRADE
Equipment

+ Support future growth

+ Upgrade equipment or vehicles

+ Refinance opportunities to improve cash flow

+ Review existing financing

+ Real Estate financing—Dbuilding or purchasing

+ Position your business for a strong year ahead
No obligation. Just a conversation focused on your

PREPARE

for Growth

BUILD
Your 2027 Strategy

Your business goals deserve a plan.

As year-end approaches, now is the ideal time to evaluate where your
business stands and where you want to go next.
A complimentary Business Financial Checkup can help identify

Schedule your complimentary Business Financial Checkup today.
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Harvest parade f costumes

A big blue monster was part of the Hometown Harvest costume parade on Oct. 3.

(Photo by Mark Anderson)

Dedicated volunteer

In 2016, Frank Leidenfrost of Staples represented
Todd County as Outstanding Senior Citizen at the Minne-
sota State Fair. He was selected for all of his volunteer
work in the Staples community, including the local food
shelf and Staples Host Lions. In this photo from the July
21, 2016 edition of the Staples World, Leidenfrost holds
the Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow award he'd received.

Beloved coach

Frank Leidenfrost was the head football coach at
Staples High School in the late 1960s and early 70s.

He’s pictured above around 1969, with his fellow coach-

es and the football captains. From left, Coach Penfield,

co-captains Larry Kern and Tom Rach, Coach Leiden-

frost and Coach Mergens.

LEIDENFROST
continued from page 1a

Community,
school minded
individual

both locally and at the dis-
trict level, including that
of District Governor. The
food shelf was another
shared passion of he and
Amy’s, the place they could
be found each week helping
to stock shelves, or unload-
ing monthly food deliveries.
“The food shelf involvement
was one way of giving back
to their Staples community,”
as was noted in Frank’s
obit.

In fact, not too long
before his passing, Frank
was still giving back...
helping coordinate Lion’s
donations to non-profit
organizations, and offering
assistance at the food shelf
during last March’s Food
Share Month.

Staples native Kari (Wol-
howe) Hartley, now of Ben-
tonville, Ark., shared at
the SHS alumni Facebook
page, “So sad! He was a
great teacher and such an
amazing ambassador of the
Food Shelf helping so many
people. He will be missed.”

He will indeed.

‘Frosty’

Affectionately called
“Frosty” by his students,
Frank Leidenfrost taught
at Staples High School
(later Staples-Motley High
School) from 1966 until
his retirement in 1995.

TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT, CALL

LAKEWOOD WELCOMES

Cassidy Peterson, MD

OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY

excited to return and serve the community.

throughout the care journey. She will be seeing patients at Lakewood's Staples Clinic.

i\‘\\

Lakewood is pleased to welcome Dr. Cassidy Peterson to its obstetrics and gynecology

team. A former Rural Physician Associate Program student at Lakewood, Dr. Peterson is

Dr. Peterson provides comprehensive obstetric and gynecologic care, with special interests
in robotic and minimally invasive surgery and supporting positive birth experiences

for every patient. She is committed to patient education and shared decision-making

Lakewood



