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The remains of  Duane 
Walker Payne are coming 
back to his home town of  
Motley. Private Payne died 
in World War II, with three 
children still back home in 
Motley. He had been listed 
as Missing in Action (MIA) 
since Oct. 8, 1944, but his 
remains were identified this 
year.

Payne will be interred at 
the Camp Ripley Military 
Cemetery at 2 p.m. on Friday, 
Sept. 11, but before that, his 
casket will be brought back 
to Staples and Motley.

His casket will be flown to 
Minneapolis and the Patriot 
Guard will escort him to 
Staples, where the Brenny 
Family Funeral Chapel will 
hold a public viewing at 10 
a.m. on Thursday, Sept. 10. 
On Friday, Sept. 11, there 
will be a ceremony at the 
Veterans Park in Motley on 
his way to Camp Ripley.

Payne’s  g randdaugh-
ter Annette Brieger has 
spent years researching 
his military journey, with 
the end goal of  finding out 
what happened on the day 
he went missing. Working 
with the Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency (DPAA) 
and U.S. Department of  Jus-
tice, she has helped find the 
remains of  her grandfather.

“When I was younger, 
it was a curiosity. As I got 
older it became an obses-
sion, I had to do this for my 
dad,” she said.

Now that her search has 
been successful, Brieger 
has mixed emotions.

“It’s been emotional, it 
was bittersweet to finally 
have him identified,” said 

Brieger. “We have tears of  
sadness and tears of  joy 
that he finally gets to come 
home and gets to be buried 
near his son.”

The search started with 
Brie ger’s  g randmother 
Lorna, Duane’s wife, who 
often told the story about 
his disappearance and kept 
his memory alive for the 
family. Lorna remarried 
after his death but was 
always wondering what 
happened to her husband. 
She died knowing that the 
search was still active but 
did not know if  it would 
ever be successful.

Brieger’s father, Joyce 
(J.D.) Payne, grew up in 
Motley. Brieger said he 
never remembered his dad, 
who left for war before Joyce 

turned three. After grad-
uating from Motley High 
School, Joyce also joined 
the military, spending a 
long career in the service. 
His father Duane Payne’s 
MIA status was often on his 
mind.

“‘He would say ‘where is 
my dad?’, we had lots of  con-
versations about that,” said 
Brieger.

Joyce died in 2019, a little 
before the momentum of  
finding his father got roll-
ing.

“We’re sad that dad’s not 
here to witness this,” said 
Brieger, “all he ever wanted 
was to bring him home.”

Before this new research, 
all they knew was that 
Duane Payne was fighting 

Motley soldier Duane W. Payne 
to be returned home after 
going MIA in Germany in WWII

The three children of Duane and Lor-
na A. (Hagen) Payne soon before he was 
sent to Europe to fight in World War II. 
Their daughter, Clarice and sons Quen-
tin and Joyce, lost their father before 

they had a chance to grow up with him. 
Joyce’s daughter Annette Brieger said her 
grandmother Lorna was the one who kept 
Duane’s memory alive for the family by 
telling stories about his disappearance.

Family man sent to World War II

Duane Payne as a 
boy growing up in Motley.

The journey of Pvt. Payne: from 
Motley to Mariadorf, Germany

By Mark Anderson
Publisher

In a span of  just eight 
months,  Duane  Payne 
made the trip from Motley 
to Brainerd to enlist in the 
U.S. Army, trained, flew 
to England, landed on the 
beaches  of  Nor mandy, 
chased the German army 
across Europe in France, 
Belgium, the Netherlands 
and Germany, before get-
ting killed in an explosion 
after a fierce battle against 
the German army.

Thanks to the research of  
his granddaughter Annette 
Brieger, Payne’s journey 
has been traced every step 
of  the way.

“I know exactly where 

my grandpa was, I can track 
where he walked through, 
literally spell out every-
thing,” said Brieger.

The one thing missing 
was his final moments, as 
the last known record of  
Payne was that he was head-
ing back to a medical aid 
station. He had been miss-
ing for 82 years, until this 
year when his remains were 
identified.

The journey
A  1 9 3 7  g r a d u at e  o f  

Motley High School and 
father of  three young chil-
dren, Duane Payne enlisted 
in the U.S. Army on Feb. 11, 
1944, leaving his wife Lorna 
to take care of  the children. 

After training, Payne 
was shipped to Europe 

and landed on the beaches 
at Normandy, France, on 
June 14, eight days after the 
initial D-Day invasion on 
those beaches. Although he 
wasn’t involved in that ini-
tial battle, he saw plenty of  
action as the Allied forces 
finished securing the coast 
and pursued the German 
Army.

Payne was a part of  Com-
pany L in the 3d Batallion, 
117th Infantry Regiment, 
30th Infantry Division.

“They fought their way 
through France and liber-
ated Paris,” said Brieger. 

“They fought along the Seine 
Line to Belgium, trying 
get ahead of  the Germans 
and stop them from getting 
behind their own borders.”

B r i e g e r ’ s  r e s e a r c h 
includes detailed descrip-
tions of  the invasion of  Ger-
many.

By late September, 1944, 
the 30th Infantry Division 
reached the German border. 
Believing they had their 
enemies on the run, they 
wanted to continue but 
were commanded to stop so 
supply lines could catch up. 
That also gave the German 
army time to set up more 
defenses.

In early October, the 
division advanced into 
Germany. The 117th Infan-
try led the primary charge 
across the Wurm River in in 
an attempt to break through 

See PAYNE on page 12a

See JOURNEY on page 
12a

Hot enough for ya?
Temperatures reached 102 degrees in Staples July 

26, according to the digital sign at First International Bank 
and Trust. Dower Lake in Staples was a popular destina-
tion for people looking to cool off that afternoon. (Staples 
World photos by Dawn Timbs)
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Trevor Lucas and Ashlee Lucas, custodians at Sta-
ples-Motley Elementary School, have been busy deep 
cleaning the facility this summer. Their duties have in-
cluded waxing floors, cleaning carpets, scrubbing walls, 
desks, etc. The husband and wife team were commend-
ed for their hard work by Principal Ryan Koenigs at the 
Staples-Motley School Board meeting July 21. 

They moved here from Walker, the Lucases shared, 
adding that they found better job opportunities in Staples 
and were able to purchase a home. They also love the 
school district, of which their two daughters, Abbie and 
Caitlynn (ages 13 and 10 respectively), are a part of. 
(Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Deep cleaning the school

Weather Chart

wk. 32

d.t.

Weather
 

  2026
This Week’s Forecast
 High   Low   Cond.
July 29     93     70      Sunny                                                       
July 30    85      65      Rain                                                                             
July 31     84     62    P. Cloudy                                    
Aug. 1      86     62      Sunny    
Aug. 2      87     67    M. Sunny    
Aug. 3      88     62    M. Sunny                            
Aug. 4      80     57    M. Sunny      
                                                

Average Temps: 
 H = 7   81 º Low = 59º

Compiled by 
Dale Hausmann, 

WCCO’s Staples area 
Weatherwatcher

Last Year, 2025
 High Low Cond.
July 29    78º    65     Sunny
July 30    77      63      Sunny                                     
July 31    73     55   M. Sunny
Aug. 1      76     56   M. Sunny      
Aug. 2      72     54   M. Sunny  
Aug. 3      65     61    Showers
Aug. 4      71     60      Cloudy
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Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.
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MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 7/26/2026 Central

City of Kerkhoven
208 10th Street North • Box 116
Kerkhoven, Minnesota 56252

CITY PUBLIC 
WORKS

DEPARTMENT
The City of Kerkhoven, Minnesota is looking for 
it’s next great hire! If you love working outdoors, 

performing a wide variety of jobs in a friendly 
small, rural community, this may be the best job 

you’ve ever had!

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?
Check out the details at cityofkerk.com and 

send us your application by July 31.

A pair of Sandhill cranes meandered 
near the Long Prairie River southwest of 

Motley July 16. (Staples World photo by 
Dawn Timbs)

Sandhill cranes stroll outside Motley
Elise Jensen of Pillager competed 

at the Pillager Fair’s horse show July 11. 
(Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Getting ready to compete

There were a number of competitive 
events at the Pillager Fair’s horse show 
July 11, including pole weaving. Above 
is Carly Schultz of Staples riding Ruger, 
and below is Kaitlyn Schroeder of Pillager 

riding Sunshine. Ruger belonged to the 
late Jacob Borgstrom who competed at 
the Pillager Fair numerous times. (Staples 
World photos by Dawn Timbs)

Pole weaving event

Brooklyn Christle, right, of Staples, 
sprayed her friends with water at the Pil-
lager Fair July 11, helping cool them off 
on a 90-plus degrees day. From left, Fa-

elynn Mulholland and Temperance Jares, 
both of Pequot Lakes. (Staples World pho-
tos by Dawn 
Timbs)

Cooling off at the fair

Sweet signs of summer...

The Staples World 

newspaper thanks you 
for your continued support

On display
Paintings, photogra-

phy, crafts, baked goods, 
flowers and a variety of 
other handiwork were on 
display at the Cass Coun-
ty Pillager Fair’s exhibit 
room. Dozens of people 
of all ages took home rib-
bons for their creations at 
the recent fair.
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Looking back

DEADLINE
for all classified 
ads and copy is 

12 noon Friday

For the
Staples World

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8
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MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 7/26/2026 Central

City of Kerkhoven
208 10th Street North • Box 116
Kerkhoven, Minnesota 56252

CITY PUBLIC 
WORKS

DEPARTMENT
The City of Kerkhoven, Minnesota is looking for 
it’s next great hire! If you love working outdoors, 

performing a wide variety of jobs in a friendly 
small, rural community, this may be the best job 

you’ve ever had!

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?
Check out the details at cityofkerk.com and 

send us your application by July 31.

75 Years ago - 1951 
o July 26, 1951 -  The 

gospel tent services, being 
conducted on the site of  the 
southside skating rink, are 
drawing good attendance, 
according to Rev. R. T. Raine, 
of  Pillager, who is in charge 
of  the nightly services.

The special tent ser-
vices opened Sunday eve-
ning, July 22, at 8:15 o’clock. 
Services during the week 
are conducted each eve-
ning except Saturday and 
Monday evenings. Assist-
ing Rev. Raine is Mrs. Raine, 
and the Rev. Alfred Swan-
son of  McGregor.

o July 26, 1951 - Duane 
W. Neal, 19, son of  Mr. and 
Mrs. Willard Neal of  Tho-
mastown township, who 
was killed in an accident 
at Anchorage, Alaska, was 
buried from the Central 

Methodist church Wednes-
day afternoon, July 11.

D u a n e ,  w h o  w a s 
employed with the Had-
dock Engineer Company in 
Anchorage, toppled to his 
death from a load of  cargo 
on a semi-trailer-truck on 
which he was riding July 
5 on the Palmer Highway 
near the Richardson mon-
ument.

o July 26, 1951 - During 
the heavy thunderstorm 
early Thursday afternoon 
of  this week, lightning 
struck the Carpenter home 
near the Nels Jacobson 
home on Third Street south-
west in Staples.

o July 26, 1951 - The first 
canning of  the 1951 season 
at the Staples canning 
center was done by John 
Rengel when he processed 
41 cans of  string beans 
Tuesday, July 17.

Second on the list was 
Mrs. Clint Miller with peas, 
and the third patron was 
Mrs. Ned Rundell of  Vern-
dale who processed apricots.

o July 26, 1951 -  The 
famed “Wings Over Jordan” 
chorus will appear in Sta-
ples at the high school audi-
torium Thursday evening,  
Aug. 2, under the auspices 
of  the Staples Men’s Chorus.

The program for the eve-
ning will start at 8:15 o’clock, 
and there will be no charge 
for  the enter tainment. 

“Wings Over Jordan” has 
won the title of  the world’s 
most  renowned Ne g ro 
Choir. The idea for the 
development and necessity 
of  this organization was 
conceived back in 1937 by 
the Rev. Glynn T. Settle, who 
at that time was the pastor 
of  the Gethsemane Bap-
tist Church of  Cleveland, 
Ohio. Because of  the lack 
of  understanding between 
the two dominant races, Rev. 

Settle was inspired to use 
his own church choir as a 
means of  showing people of  
different races and creeds 
that the American Negro is 
a worthy, hard working citi-
zen of  a free land.

o July 26, 1951 - The big 
robbery at Motley Sunday, 
July 15, has been partially 
solved by officials when 
they were notified that the 
300 pound safe belonging 
to the Morey Company had 
been found in one of  the 
out buildings on a school 
ground south of  Staples in 
the vicinity of  the Trout 
and Kowalski families.

The wrecked safe was 
discovered by Joan and 
Frank Jr., Kowalski, of  Phil-
brook as they were enroute 
to their home after having 
visited with neighbor chil-
dren.

50 Years ago - 1976
o July 15, 1976 -  The 

Motley High School Band 
will hold a band concert in 
the Motley Memorial Park 
on Saturday evening, July 
17, beginning at 6 o’clock. 
Mrs. Jeanne Rohr, band 
instructor will be in charge.

Pie and ice cream will be 
served, and the band will 
play interludes of  music 
throughout the evening.

All money raised at the 
social will  go for new band 
uniforms. 

o July 15, 1976 - Fire of  
undetermined origin com-
pletely destroyed the home 
of  Mr. and Mrs. Ambrose 
Winkels early Thursday 
afternoon, July 8.

The Winkels home is 
located about 12 miles 
northwest of  Staples in Bul-
lard Township of  Wadena 
County. Members of  the 
Staples Fire Department 
responded to the call shortly 
after 1 p.m.

Leo Fahnlander, fire 
chief, reported that Mrs. 
Winkels was home alone. 
She had been into the house 
for lunch and everything 
was alright. She went out 
to the barn to do some work 
and when she returned to 
the house about 1 p.m., the 
dwelling was completely 
filled with smoke. 

T h e  Ve r n d a l e  F i r e 
Department assisted the 
local firemen with the sup-
plying of  water to fight the 
blaze, Fahnlander further 
reported.

o July 15, 1976 - Thomas 
E. Good of  the State Farm 
Insurance Agency, Staples., 
was among the six area life 
insurance agents recently 
completing Part II of  the 
Life Underwriter Training 
Council Course sponsored 
by the Paul Bunyan Associ-
ation of  Life Underwriters.

o July 15, 1976 - Rudy Fell-
man, son of  Mrs. Audrey 
Fellman, Staples, recently 
enlisted in the U.S. Army. He 
is presently attending Basic 
Training at Fort Leonard 
Wood, Missouri. After grad-

uation from Basic Training, 
Fellman, a 1976 Staples High 
school grad, will attend 
the Army’s Rough Terrain 
Forklift and Loader Opera-
tor school.

o July 15, 1976 - Tentative 
opening date for Nancy’s 
Boutique in its new location 
is set for July 19, according 
to Nancy Sadusky, owner. 
She and her  husband, 
John, have designed the 
remodeled interior decor 
of  the former Ernie’s Food 
Market, and work on the 
interior was expected to be 
completed this week. 

25 Years ago - 2001
o July 26, 2001 - Two 

young men from the Sta-
ples area earlier this year 
earned their Eagle Scout 
rank, the ranking for the 
Boy Scouts of  America.

Erick Klein, son of  Barry 
and Cindy Klein of  Staples, 
and Durwyn Davis, son 
of  Ken and Connie Davis 
of  Bertha, both received 
their Eagle Scout at an 
Eagle Scout Court of  Honor 
held June 2 at the Church 
o Christ in Staples. Both 
are members of  the Stapes 
Troop 61,  with Lowell 
Brenna as scoutmaster.

o July 26, 2001 - Ashlee 
DeLeon. 17, daughter of  
Richard and Brenda DeLeon 
of  Motley has been selected 
as a state finalist in the Miss 
Minnesota American Coed 
Pageant to be held July 27 
- 29 at the City Center Marri-
ott Hotel in Minneapolis.  

o July 26, 2001 - Eric 
Neznik will return to Cen-
tennial Auditorium to per-

form “An Evening of  Love 
Songs” at 7:30 p.m. Aug. 7.

Neznik, a 1995 Staples 
Motley High School grad-
uate who has performed 
at this venue three times 
before, will return to per-
form love songs in a variety 
of  styles with friend Rachel 
Domier.

Also singing will  be 
friends Amy Peterson (also 
playing fiddle), Amy Verlen-
nich and Emily Goff. Join-
ing Neznik and Domier will 
be Bryan Blessing on guitar 
and Jeff  Iverson on saxo-
phone.

o July 26, 2001 -  The 
old “rumble bridge” that 
spanned the Wing River 
and carried a Wing River 
Township road’s traffic for 
almost a century is now at 
its new home. It rests just 
off  Wadena County Road 
7 in front of  the Clar-Mar 
Farms, home of  Clarence 
and Mary Horsager. 

After moving the bridge 
1-1/2 miles to their farm, the 
Horsagers are planning a 
birthday bash Sunday after-
noon in honor of  the 100th 
anniversary of  the bridge’s 
initial construction.

10 Years ago - 2016
o July 21, 2016 - Rita 

Stracek, Browerville, and 
Frank Leidenfrost,  Sta-
ples, were crowned the 
Todd County Outstanding 
Senior Citizens for 2016. 
They received their crowns 
during a special part of  the 
Todd County Council on 
Aging meeting July 15 at the 
Todd County Fair. 

- o - 
Compiled by

Dawn Timbs
- o - 

Mystery photo
Hello readers. This week’s archive photo is from 

1986. Do you know who these people are and perhaps 
the context of the photo? Do you have a memory to 
share? Email your answers and where you’re from to 
dtimbs@staplesworld.com by Friday, or call 218-894-
1112. The answers will be published in next week’s 
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Last week’s mystery photo pub-
lished in the Aug. 11, 1977 edition of the 
Staples World featured winners from the 
tennis tournament, part of the summer 
recreation program of Staples. From left, 

Kristi Wolhowe, runner-up for 10-12 year 
olds; Kim Peterson, champion of 10-12 
year olds; Wendy Warn, runner-up for 
8-9 year olds; Kyra Odden, champion of 
8-9 year olds. 

Mystery solved

L a k e w o o d  H e a l t h 
System, Staples, is proud 
to announce it has earned 
the prestigious 2026 USA 
TODAY Top Workplaces 
award.

The award honors orga-
nizations with 150 or more 
employees that have created 
exceptional, people-first cul-
tures. This year, more than 
40,500 organizations were 
invited to participate. The 
winners are recognized for 
their commitment to fos-
tering a workplace environ-
ment that values employee 
listening and engagement. 
USA TODAY showcased the 

winners online and at the 
National Awards Summit in 
Nashville, Tenn.

The winners are deter-
m i n e d  b y  a u t h e n t i c 
employee feedback cap-
tured through a confiden-
tial survey conducted by 
Energage, the HR research 
and technology company 
behind the Top Workplaces 
program since 2006. The 
results are calculated based 
on employee responses to 
statements about Work-
place Experience Themes, 
which are proven indicators 
of  high performance.

“Lakewood employees 

take a great deal of  pride 
in the exceptional care they 
deliver to our patients and 
residents, as well as the 
strong reputation this cre-
ates within the community,” 
said Lisa Bjerga, Lakewood 
President and CEO. “This 
award is a testament to our 
employees’ commitment 
and engagement around not 
only our patients, but their 
teams and the community 
as a whole. We are honored 
to receive this award and 
are committed to continu-
ing to build on our culture 
of  excellence.”

Lakewood Health System 
earns prestigious 2026 USA 
TODAY Top Workplaces Award

John Pavlica is the new lead pastor at Staples Alli-
ance Church. A New York native, Pavlica spent the past 
17 years serving churches in Pennsylvania. He and his 
wife, Jennifer, have four grown children. (Staples World 
photo by Dawn Timbs)

New pastor

John Pavlica is the new 
lead pastor at Staples Alli-
ance Church. The Staples 
World reached out to Pavlica, 
inviting him to introduce 
himself  to the community. 
Below are his answers to our 
questions.

Personal Info (Hometown, 
famIlY or ConneCtIons to sta-
Ples area)  

I grew up in New York, 
and began serving with the 
Alliance in Pennsylvania 
before my wife Jennifer and 
I made Minnesota our home.

I’m a graduate of  Crown 
College in St. Bonifacius,  
where I received my Bach-
elor’s degree in Ministry & 
Cultural Studies along with 
a Masters Degree in Global 
Leadership. 

Along with serving at Sta-
ples Alliance Church, I also 
serve as an online adjunct 
professor at Crown College, 
teaching Global & Biblical 
Leadership.

Born and raised in the 
borough of  Queens in New 
York City, I grew up in a 
diverse and vibrant commu-
nity that shaped much of  
who I am today. My wife, Jen-
nifer, is also a Queens native. 
We married while living 
in New York and moved to 
Pennsylvania the following 
year. Shortly after the birth 
of  the first of  our four chil-
dren, I sensed a call to min-
istry. I began my theological 
training through an Alli-
ance ministry school before 
transferring to Crown Col-
lege to complete my degree.

I spent 17 years serving in 
rural Pennsylvania before 
moving to Staples. Over the 
past six years, a significant 
part of  my ministry has 
involved partnering with 
churches to support refu-
gees from countries includ-
ing Afghanistan, Ukraine, 
Turkmenistan, Syria and 
others as they begin new 
lives in the United States. 
Through this work, I became 
certified as an ESL instruc-
tor and launched a ministry 
focused on teaching English 
to refugees adjusting to life 
in America.

As I continue serving at 
Staples, I hope to encour-
age our church to remain a 
loving, welcoming commu-
nity—one that embraces and 
supports all people, includ-
ing individuals and families 
arriving from around the 
world as they settle in our 
region.

wHat faCtors ContrIbuted 
to Your CHoosIng tHIs Profes-
sIon? 

Shortly after Jennifer 
and I were married, I sensed 
God calling me into voca-
tional ministry. It was God’s 
calling that led me to pursue 
this role. 

H o w  d I d  Y o u  b e C o m e 

ordaIned/QualIfIed for tHIs 
PosItIon? 

I went to Crown College,  
where I received my degrees 
in ministry. I have been 
ordained by the Alliance 
since 2011. 

Have You served at otHer 
CHurCHes? 

I’ve served in pastoral 
roles as a lead pastor as well 
in ministries of  community 
outreach in churches in 
Pennsylvania. 

I’ve also travelled and 
served short-term in differ-
ent Latin American coun-
tries. 

How dId You end uP In tHIs 
new PosItIon? 

A colleague at Crown 
College told me about this 
position. I met with Staples 
Alliance Church in May and 
we all realized God wanted 
to bring us together. 

wHat Have You learned 
about tHe PeoPle In Your new 
CongregatIon and CommunItY? 

We were war mly wel-
comed with genuine love at 
Staples Alliance Church. I 
came to a church family that 
has genuine love for each 
other as well as for the city 
of  Staples. This love flows 
from the heart of  God. I first 
sensed God’s presence the 
weekend we came to explore 
this opportunity and it 
hasn’t changed. 

I’ve also met some other 
local pastors. They came to 
welcome me within a few 
days of  my arrival. Neigh-
bors have also extended 
their welcome. My wife 
began working at Lake-
wood Health, where she also 
found a wonderful welcom-
ing environment.

from a relIgIous asPeCt, 
do You Have anY Plans for 
tHIs CHurCH? 

Jesus promises to give us 
power from the Holy Spirit. 
My plan is to teach our 
church how to live in His 
power and presence daily, 
walking in a manner worthy 
of  Jesus in all that we say 
and do, following His call to 
love Him and others.

do You Have anY future 
InItIatIves or CHanges for tHe 
CHurCH, tHe CongregatIon or 
Your role In tHe CommunItY? 

Jesus gave us a com-
mission to make disciples 
and to love our neighbors 
as ourselves. My goal is to 
shepherd Staples Alliance 
Church to love people as He 
does, meeting them where 
they’re at, providing holistic 
care, while sharing His hope. 
Staples Alliance Church 
has been a part of  our com-
munity for many years. I 
hope that we can continue 
to shine God’s light into 
our community for years to 
come. 

John Pavlica answered 
call to serve in Staples
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Minnesotans have been 
experiencing one of  our 
trademark spells of  hot 
summer weather. To call 
it “unseasonable” would 
be untrue, because anyone 
who has lived here for more 
than a few years knows 
that it’s anything but rare 
in July or August to have 
periods when temperatures 
climb into the nineties, and 
even reach the triple-digit, 
100-degree mark. And, if  ex-
treme tem-
peratu res 
w e r e n ’ t 
e n o u g h , 
a d d  s o a r-
i n g  d e w 
points, and 
yo u  h ave 
even higher 

“feels-like” 
heat read-
ings.

W e  d o 
have coping 
strategies. 
They might 
i n c l u d e 
s p e n d i n g 
more time indoors, limiting 
outdoor activity to the cool-
er early and later hours of  
the day, using fans to gen-
erate an artificial breeze, 
or—for those who have it—
flipping the setting on the 
thermostat to A/C. And, by 
staying hydrated when out-
doors, our body will do its 
best to regulate its internal 
temperature by sweating, 
our own biological cooling 
system.

All well and good for us. 
But what about creatures 
that inhabit a woodland, 
wetland, prairie, the sky 
above, or—counterintuitive 
as it may seem—a warming 
lake or river? Wild crea-
tures, just like us, have a 
limited tolerance for heat, 
and must have a means to 
regulate it in order to sur-
vive. They can’t change 
their microclimate with the 
flip of  a switch. So how do 

they cope when an extreme 
heat event occurs?

Each creature has its 
own behaviors, one or more 
evolutionary adaptations 
that can help it survive a 
dramatic rise in tempera-
ture. 

A common heat-shedding 
mechanism is one we see 
in “man’s best friend,” our 
domestic canine compan-
ions. That mechanism is 
panting, or rapid, shallow 
breathing. This behavior, 
in wolves, foxes, coyotes, 
raccoons, and other wild 
mammals, permits internal 
moisture to escape by evap-
oration through the tongue 
and respiratory tract. This 
reduces the animal’s core 
temperature, compensating 
for the fact that their ability 
to sweat is insufficient to get 
the job done. 

Birds—from songbirds, 
to game birds like grouse 
and pheasants—face a di-
lemma similar in effect to 
fur-covered mammals. Only 
their limiting factor is 
feathers, which cover most 
birds almost entirely. As a 
result, they too are unable 
to lose heat by sweating. 
When heat-stressed, many 
birds do what ornitholo-
gists call “gular fluttering.” 
Gular refers to the bird’s 
gullet, or throat, and the 
fluttering they speak of  is a 
rapid vibration of  the moist 
membranes in the bird’s 
throat, which causes cool-
ing by evaporation; a bird’s 
version of  panting. 

Also, by compressing 
their body feathers, birds 
can reduce the insulating, 
heat-retaining effect of  
their feathers. The same 
advice we give ourselves 
to be most active during 
the coolest early and late 
hours is also practiced by 
many birds, which concen-
trate their feeding during 
those periods. When heat 
is extreme, songbirds may 

shelter in places that are 
shielded from direct sun; 
places like shrubbery, or in 
the protection of  tree foli-
age. And, there is also the 
straightforward solution of  
bathing, either in natural 
depressions that hold wa-
ter, or—here’s where we can 
help them—a backyard bird 
bath.

Some of  our most com-
mon wild neighbors, squir-
rels and rabbits, may take 
advantage of  the inherently 
cooler temperature of  the 
earth itself, in places that 
are shaded from direct sun. 
They may stretch out their 
body and press their un-
derside against that cooler 
surface to dissipate body 
heat. The practice has been 
given the name “splooting;” 
some call it “pancaking. 
You might even see this be-
havior in your dog or cat, 
stretched out full-length in 
shaded grass, or on a cool 
floor inside your home.

You might think that 
fish have it made, living in 
a watery world that is in-
herently cooler than the air 
above that may be pulsating 
with heat. But that’s not the 
whole story. One of  the rea-
sons angling tactics change 
from springtime to midsum-
mer is that fish may change 
locations in their search for 
the optimum combination 
of  temperature and oxygen 
concentration, the combi-
nation that their species is 
best adapted to.

Crappies that may pre-
dictably be found in shal-
lower water in spring may 
move to depths ranging 
from 15 to 30 feet in summer, 
where water temperature 
is lower, and oxygen levels 
meet their needs. Still more 
sensitive to heat are trout, 
each variety having its own 
ideal temperature range. 
Water temperatures in the 
streams they inhabit may 
rise during the heat of  sum-

mer due to a combination of  
things: higher air tempera-
tures, and inflow of  rain 
that runs into the stream 
over warmed ground. At 
such times trout will move 
to deep pools where the wa-
ter is typically cooler, or to 
areas where underwater 
springs bring in still cooler 
groundwater.

Creatures that routinely 
spend much of  their time 
underground have a head 
start in dealing with esca-
lating summer tempera-
tures. Among these are our 
University of  Minnesota 
mascot, the gopher—tech-
nically, the thirteen-lined 
ground squirrel—wood-
chucks, moles, and bad-
gers. These subterranean 
mammals further aid their 
heat-beating cause by being 
most active during the cool-
est hours of  early morning 
or late evening, or even in 
the hours of  darkness.

Amphibians, such as 
frogs and toads, lack the 
ability to regulate their core 
body temperature as mam-
mals do. Instead, they take 
on the temperature of  their 
environment; we used to call 
this “cold-blooded.” In order 
to avoid overheating when 
temperatures are highest, 
they instinctively seek out 
microclimate niches that 
are shaded, moist, and cool. 
Places like under leaf  litter, 
or rotting logs, even under 
compost or mulch in our 
gardens. Or, maybe that 
muddy patch next to the 
house where the hose spigot 
leaks a little! They, too, will 
restrict their greatest activ-
ity to the coolest hours. 

At times, these coping 
strategies can be the differ-
ence between life and death. 
They may become even 
more tested and valuable 
if  average global tempera-
tures continue their current 
rising trend.

How do wild things keep cool?

- o - 
Inside the 
Outdoors

Mike Rahn
- o - 

Saturday 
Rural Mail 
Delivery

Lots of  print about the 
Staples World newspaper 
that we don’t get until Sat-
urday - when we would get 
(it) on Wednesdays!

Lots and lots and lots of  
person work on job Monday 
to Friday - having weekends 
off  to enjoy family and etc.

The big question is why 

do we get mail on Saturdays 
in rural America?

Persons working from 
home I believe would not 
miss getting mail on Satur-
days.

Reading print in newspa-
per sounds like it is about 
money. So - if  no mail in 
rural America on Saturday 
- just think of  the income to 
better mail deliver(y).

David Wetzel
Browerville, Minn.

Letter to the Editor

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

Northern Minnesota was 
shaped by the voyageurs 
passing through and setting 
up trading posts, including 
one right here in our vicin-
ity. The Old Wadena Ren-
dezvous and Chautauqua 
brings that historical voya-
geur encampment back to 
life, this year Aug. 8-9. 

This is a celebration that 
all of  the locals should learn 
more about. It isn’t a a fair 
or an amusement park cel-
ebration, you have to get in-
volved in history and nature 
in order to appreciate it. 

I can tell you one thing 
I did at last year’s event to 
make for an unbelievable 
experience. When Jake 
Kaehne was playing his 
traditional Ojibwe flute, I 
slipped out the back of  the 
encampment and followed 
the trail through the woods. 
There were a few more 
mosquitos back there, but 
it didn’t matter because I 
could still hear the flute 
clearly and it  brought 
the forest alive in a way I 
couldn’t believe was possi-
ble. 

We  h av e  b e e n  p r o -

grammed by movies and TV 
to associate soothing mu-
sic with deep feelings, but 
let me tell you in this case 
it was real. Every little leaf  
and stick became vivid as 
the music washed through 
the trees. It was one of  the 
coolest things I did all sum-
mer.

I suggest anyone attend-
ing this year’s rendezvous 
to find that woodland trail 
while the flute music is go-
ing, you’ll feel like you are 
in a live-action Disney mov-
ie.

The whole event is set 
up so that people can be 
enchanted in a similar way, 
if  you can realize the long 
traditions of  the crafts and 
demonstrations going on. 
Most of  us are completely 
disconnected from the way 
our ancestors lived, this is 
a way to get back to that 
bygone way of  life where 
maker knowledge meant the 
difference between thriving 
and struggling.

I always learn something 
new at this event, about 
nature, craftsmanship or 
the history of  this area. It 
grounds me in the knowl-
edge that we haven’t gone 
astray as a society as long as 
we honor our history.

Old Wadena 
Rendezvous 
is an earthy 
celebration

Quote of  the week

“So we’ll fill her up til de 
bottle’s drain

An’ drink to de Voyageur.” 
— Sigurd F. Olson, Reflec-

tions from the North Country

Quote of  the week

“I am beginning to learn 
that it is the sweet, simple 

things of  life which are the 
real ones after all.” 

— Laura Ingalls Wilder

By Bryan Welk
Cass County Sheriff

This summer, we have 
received a higher-than-nor-
mal number of  complaints 
involving Jet Skis and Jet 
Ski operators, as well as 
many of  our Boat and Water 
safety contacts have been 
with jet skis in the recent 
weeks.

Our countless lakes and 
waterways make person-
al watercraft—commonly 
known as Jet Skis or Wa-
veRunners—a popular way 
to enjoy the outdoors. While 
these machines provide 
excitement and recreation, 
they also require respon-
sible operation. Personal 
watercrafts are capable of  
high speeds and quick ac-
celeration, making operator 
awareness and compliance 
with state laws essential for 
preventing injuries, pro-
tecting natural resources, 
and ensuring everyone can 
safely enjoy Minnesota’s 
waterways.

Know the Law
In Minnesota, personal 

watercraft (PWC) are legal-
ly classified as motorboats. 
As a result, operators must 

follow all boating laws in 
addition to regulations 
specific to PWCs. The Min-
nesota Department of  Nat-
ural Resources (DNR) has 
established rules designed 
to reduce collisions, protect 
swimmers, and promote re-
sponsible boating.

Wear a Proper Life Jacket
Every person operating 

or riding on a personal wa-
tercraft must wear a U.S. 
Coast Guard-approved per-
sonal flotation device (PFD) 
that is suitable for personal 
watercraft use. Unlike occu-
pants of  many traditional 
boats, riders cannot simply 
have a life jacket on board—
it must be worn at all times 
while the watercraft is un-
derway.

Legal Hours
Minnesota law prohibits 

operating a personal wa-
tercraft between one hour 
before sunset and 9:30 a.m. 
Reduced visibility signifi-
cantly increases the risk of  
collisions with other boat-
ers, swimmers, docks, and 
floating hazards.

No-Wake Zones
Operators must travel at 

slow no-wake speed—5 mph 

or less—when within 150 
feet of:

• Shorelines
• Docks
• Swimmers
• Swimming rafts
• Anchored or non-motor-

ized watercraft
These restrictions help 

reduce shoreline erosion, 
protect paddlers and an-
glers, and improve safety in 
congested areas.

Reckless Operation
Many boating accidents 

occur because of  excessive 
speed or careless maneuver-
ing. Safe operators should:

• Maintain a safe distance 
from other boats.

• Watch continuously for 
swimmers and

paddle craft.
• Avoid weaving through 

boat traffic.
• Never jump wakes close 

to other vessels.
• Reduce speed in congest-

ed areas or rough
water.
• Always keep a proper 

lookout in every
direction.
Remember that person-

al watercraft steer using 
water thrust. Releasing the 
throttle completely reduc-
es steering control, mak-
ing emergency maneuvers 
more difficult.

Youth Operators
Minnesota has expand-

ed its watercraft operator 
education requirements in 
recent years. Depending on 
the operator’s age and date 
of  birth, a valid watercraft 
operator’s permit may now 
be required to legally oper-
ate a personal watercraft. 
These requirements are 
being phased in over sev-
eral years to improve boat-
ing safety across the state. 
Operators should verify 
current eligibility require-
ments before heading onto 
the water.

Be Courteous to 
Others

Minnesota lakes are 
shared by anglers, kayak-

ers, swimmers, sailboats, 
paddleboarders, and fami-
lies enjoying the shoreline. 
Responsible personal water-
craft operators can help ev-
eryone enjoy the water by:

• Minimizing unneces-
sary wake near docks and 
shorelines.

• Keeping noise to a rea-
sonable level.

•  Giving anglers and 
non-motorized watercraft 
plenty of  room.

• Respecting environmen-
tally sensitive areas.

• Following all posted lo-
cal restrictions. Courtesy 
is one of  the simplest ways 
to prevent conflicts and im-
prove safety on busy lakes.

Help Stop the Spread of  
Aquatic Invasive Species

Before leaving any lake 
or river:

•  Remove all  aquatic 
plants from your watercraft

and trailer.
• Drain all water from the 

craft and equipment.
• Dispose of  unwanted 

bait properly.
• Clean and dry your 

equipment before entering
another body of  water.
These simple steps help 

prevent the spread of  zebra 
mussels, Eurasian water-
milfoil, and other invasive 
species that threaten Min-
nesota’s lakes.

Enjoy the Water 
Responsibly

Safe boating is every-
one’s responsibility. Follow-
ing Minnesota’s personal 
watercraft laws, maintain-
ing situational awareness, 
wearing proper  safety 
equipment, and respecting 
fellow lake users greatly re-
duces the risk of  accidents 
and injuries.

Whether you’re an expe-
rienced rider or operating 
a Jet Ski for the first time, 
responsible operation helps 
ensure Minnesota’s lakes 
remain safe, enjoyable, and 
accessible for everyone for 
both those on and off  the 
water.

Responsibilities for jet-ski drivers

Quote of  the week

“Speak when you are angry 
and you will make the best 

speech you will ever regret.”
— Ambrose Bierce
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Reunion Christmas Concert
Thank you and we look forward to 

working together for a GREAT Concert!
w32-33c

By Dawn Timbs, Staples World reporter

Christmas in July?
 It’s not quite time to celebrate the De-

cember holiday, but it IS time to start plan-
ning for the, ‘For All the Saints - A Com-
munity and Reunion Christmas Concert,’ 
which is just four months away.

Back by popular demand, the reunion 
concert will be held Saturday, Dec. 5, at the 
Staples-Motley (SM) Legacy Gymnasium in 
Staples. It’s being sponsored by the Staples 
Area Men’s and Women’s Choruses.

The program will include the procession-
al, “For All the Saints” and the moving fi-
nale, Handels’ “Hallelujah! Chorus.” It’s a 
tradition that was started decades ago by 
longtime SM choir director Stan Carlson, 
and one that continues today with the Car-
dinal Choir’s current director, Cade Best-
land.

Bill Spar, president of  the Staples Area 
Men’s Chorus (SAMC) said that this con-
cert creates a unique opportunity for alum-
ni parents, children and grandchildren  
to sing these Christmas classics together. 

“What screams ‘Christmas’ more than fam-
ily?” Spar asked.

Do you have to be a Staples-Motley choir 
member or alumnus to participate?

No.
Alumni of  any of  the area school districts 

are invited to be part of  this multi-commu-
nity, multi-generational event. Anyone who 
loves to sing is welcome to participate in 
and experience this special Christmas tra-

dition. In addition to the two pieces men-
tioned earlier, the concert will feature other 
favorite songs of  the season.

The Community and Reunion Christmas 
Concert was first held in 2022. “It was such a 
success,” Spar said, adding that there were 
approximately 82 alumni that participated. 
The committee is hoping that there will be 
even more voices at the 2026 “For All the 
Saints” concert in Staples.

Several directors are slated to be a part 
of  the concert event, including Caleb Horn, 
the new director of  the SAMC; Paul Pap-
penfus, associate director of  the SAMC; and 
SAWC directors Paul Freelove and Brianna 
(Granby) Robertson. Steve Hoemberg, for-
mer director of  both the SMHS Choir and 
SAMC, has agreed to direct the traditional 
pieces, “For All the Saints” and “Hallelu-
jah!”

Chairs for the event include Bill Spar, 
Mike and Cindy Gold, and Megan Trout. 
They are hoping to send music out to all 
interested singers by early fall, as well as 
event details, including rehearsal times.

If  you are an alumnus, or community 
member that wants to be a part of  this con-
cert tradition, simply scan the QR code pro-
vided in the accompanying ad and fill out 
the questionnaire. “This will give us your 
music history details and your email so we 
can connect with you regarding the specif-
ics as we start planning,” event chairs said.

For more information, email Spar at 
bills@wcta.net or reach out to a member of  
the men’s or women’s choruses.

Wanted: Choir alumni and 
others for ‘A Community and 
Reunion Christmas Concert’

‘For All the Saints’

Staples World 
newspaper

thanks you for your 
continued support

July 30
‘Walk With a Doc’   Thursdays at 5:15 p.m., at Lakewood 

Health System’s main campus in Staples. Meet at the main 
entrance. For more information about this free program, 
visit https://walkwithadoc.org/join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

July 31
Women’s oPen aa RecoveRy meeting Fridays in person, 

10:30 a.m., Motley Free Methodist Church (lower level), 33 
Wellwood St. E. Motley. All women welcome.

August 2
music in the PaRk - FRee   Featuring Eric Neznik and 

Jason Franzen. Sunday, Aug. 2, 7 p.m., at Northern Pacific 
Park, 625 6th St. NE, Staples. Sponsored by Staples Motley 
Area Arts Council.

celebRate RecoveRy gRouP meetings  Sundays, 6 p.m., at 
Motley Free Methodist Church, 33 Wellwood St. E., Motley.

August 4
national night out - FRee community event will be held 

Tuesday, Aug. 4, 5 - 7 p.m., at the Staples Airport. Free light 
meal provided. All are welcome. Connect with your neigh-
bors and join millions across the country in partnering 
with law enforcement to strengthen police-community 
relationships and lasting community connections. Hosted 
by Staples-Motley Beyond Poverty.

olD time Dance is held the first Tuesday of  every month 
at the Wadena VFW. For information, call 218-639-0132.

exPeRience stRength anD hoPe aa gRouP mtgs in staPles   
Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m., at Church of  Christ, 27343 490th St., 
Staples. For info., call Dan at 218-640-7228.

Mark Your Calendar

Lakewood Health System, 
Staples, welcomes Aman-
da Mithun, licensed mar-
riage and family therapist 
(LMFT) to its behavioral 
health provider team.

Originally from Staples, 
Mithun completed both her 
undergraduate and Master 
of  Science in Community 
Counseling and Marriage 
and Family Therapy de-
grees at St. Cloud State 
University. Since joining 
Lakewood in 2012, Mithun 
has worked as an outpatient 
therapist in the Reflections 
behavioral health unit, and 
most recently as the coordi-
nator for Lakewood’s behav-
ioral health home program, 
based out of  the clinic.

A s  a  l i c e n s e d  m a r-
riage and family therapist, 
Mithun enjoys working 
with individuals across 
their lifespan and brings 
experience supporting both 
geriatric and college-age 
populations. She will see pa-
tients ages 16 and older and 

uses a holistic, multidisci-
plinary approach to mental 
health care, recognizing 
the connection between 
emotional, physical and 
social well-being. Mithun 
is especially committed to 
serving individuals from 
marginalized communities, 
meaning she strives to cre-
ate a welcoming, respectful, 
and culturally responsive 
environment for those who 
may face barriers to care or 

have historically felt under-
served. Her goal is to ensure 
every patient feels heard, 
valued, and supported in 
their mental health journey.

“Having worked at Lake-
wood for several years in 
various capacities, I’m ex-
cited to begin my practice 
here and focus my time on 
supporting patients. Access 
to mental health is chal-
lenging, especially in rural 
areas, so being able to give 
back and be a resource for 
others in our area is import-
ant to me.”

In her free time, Mithun 
enjoys spending time with 
family and friends, reading, 
singing in the local chorus, 
performing in musicals 
and plays, and traveling as 
much as possible.

T hose  interested  in 
scheduling an appointment 
with Mithun will need a re-
ferral from their Lakewood 
Health System primary care 
provider. For more informa-
tion, call 218-894-8852.

Amanda Mithun is newest 
behavioral health provider at 
Lakewood Health system

Amanda Mithun, LMFT

Campers at Dower Lake Camp-
ground in Staples have been observing 
Christmas in July, perhaps in an attempt 
to ignore the hot temperatures in recent 
weeks. A number of inflatable figures, in-

cluding Santa Claus and a giant ginger-
bread man, are on display for a few more 
days before they head to cooler weather 
at the North Pole. (Staples World photos 
by Dawn Timbs)

‘Tis the season, apparently, at Dower Lake

Menu
Senior Nutrition 

Program, Staples
Staples: Call mornings (218-

979-4118) the Thursday before to 
reserve next week’s meal(s) and 
current suggested donation info. 
LSS Meals - traditional older 
adult menu (subject to change).

LOCATED AT: Staples Hi-
Rise, 615 4th St. NE, Staples. Se-
niors welcome to dine-in at 11:00 
a.m., with meal reservations. 

•Staples Site:
218-979-4118.

•Motley Site: 
218-824-3820.

August 3 - August 7
monDay - BBQ chicken 

breast, scalloped potatoes, 
peas, wheat bread, marg., 
brownie, 1% milk.

tuesDay - Diced turkey/
gravy, mashed potatoes, 
stuffing, whole kernel corn, 
diced peach cup, dinner 
roll, marg., 1% milk.

WeDnesDay - Baked potato, 
broccoli, applesauce cup, 
wheat bread, marg., sour 
cream, 1% milk.

t h u R s D a y  -  T u r k e y 
Tetrazzini, sliced carrtos, 
peach crisp, dinner roll, 
marg., 1% milk.

FRiDay - Pototo crunch 
fish fillet, mashed sweet 
potatoes, mixed veggies, 
wheat dinner roll, marg.,  
tartar sauce, snickerdoodle 
cookie, 1% milk.

wk32
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Staples Area Church Directory

Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Adult Bible Study ..........................6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Sunday Worship Service ...................8:30 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org 
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
Pastor Joshua Jeresek
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA ....................218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
 Sunday Worship ............................8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775
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“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.
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Father JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310
Father Greg Sauer

Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

207 4th St. NE., Staples, MN

Staples Area Church Directory

Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Adult Bible Study ..........................6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Sunday Worship Service ...................8:30 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org 
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
Pastor Joshua Jeresek
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA ....................218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
 Sunday Worship ............................8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775
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***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com. 
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.

9:00 a.m.

parishsecretary@marysacc.org
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Mass: Sunday......................................8:30 a.m.

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314  
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
       Mass: Sunday..................................10:30 a.m.

 parishsecretary@marysacc.org
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
parishsecretary@marysacc.org

Verndale

MASS: Saturday

St. Ann’s Catholic Church
514 1st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
parishsecretary@marysacc.org
Mass: Sunday (livestream)......................10 a.m.

Mass: Saturday.................................... 4:00 p.m.

218-631-1593

218-631-1593
Catholic Church

218-631-1593

218-631-1593

Sunday School.........................................9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship....................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH......................6:30 p.m.

office@verndaleflc.org

 Pastor John Pavlica, Lead Pastor
   Sunday Worship  ........................... 9:30 a.m.
   Sunday School .............................11:00 a.m.
   Weds., AWANA .............................. 6:00 p.m.

To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: office@staplesworld.com, call 218-894-1112. 
Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: office@staplesworld.com.

Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

“A Seven Word - Three Sentence Prayer”
By Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

How is your prayer life with God? As will all of life, 
we can go deeper than where we presently are at. 
So, we’re on this journey of growth together. Prayer 
is no exception.

I often cringe as how often we try to “hurry up” 
prayer or even “marginalize” it.

It’s my own story, too. I grieve when we get in 
the mods of doing “quickly” prayers to just get on 
to “more important” matters of life. We ask for “little 
or “small” prayers. It’s like we have a hunch that 
prayer needs to fit in somewhere, but we struggle 
with finding its priority in life. Neither are attention-
getting (long?) prayers pleasing to God as we will 
see shortly in Matthew 6.

Prayer was sure a priority with Jesus. After a long 
previous day, we read in Mark 1:35, “very early in 
the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left 
the house and went off to a solitary place, where he 
prayed.” If the perfect, complete Son of God, the 
Second Person of the Triune God, had deep reason 
to talk with His Heavenly Father, how much more is 
my need to be in communication with Him.

Jesus warns us in Matthew 6:5-6, “And when you 
pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to 
pray standing in the synagogues and on the street 
corners to be seen by others. Truly, they have re-
ceived their reward in full. But when you pray, go 
into your room, close the door and pray to your 
Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees 
what is done in secret, will reward you.” Our motive 
in prayer is huge.

Here is a prayer that I share with God regularly...
seven words making up three sentences. 

•Praise You!
•Thank You! 
•Please change me. 
God is worthy of our unhurried adoration and 

gratitude to Him. In the midst of that, I’m only all 
too aware of how much needs to be changed in 
me. A prayer of three breaths. May we be moldable 
clay in His life giving - Potter’s-shaping hands. He 
want to hear from you.

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 7/26/2026 Central

City of Kerkhoven
208 10th Street North • Box 116
Kerkhoven, Minnesota 56252

CITY PUBLIC 
WORKS

DEPARTMENT
The City of Kerkhoven, Minnesota is looking for 
it’s next great hire! If you love working outdoors, 

performing a wide variety of jobs in a friendly 
small, rural community, this may be the best job 

you’ve ever had!

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?
Check out the details at cityofkerk.com and 

send us your application by July 31.

Needing/Wanting a 
 Granite Memorial

 FOR YOUR FAMILY?
I can help!
Diane M. 
Hahn

30 years serving 
our area! 

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685 
or 218-640-2341

32 years serving 
our area!

w
32c

w
26c

Open House
Birthday 

Celebration for
Germann’s

Sat., August 8
2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Holst Acres, 
28943 Todd Line Rd., 

Staples, Mn.

Edward Dale Jordahl, 82, 
of  Motley, known to many 
as “Mr. Ed,” passed away 
peacefully July 18, 2026, in 
Fargo, North Dakota, sur-
rounded by family.

A funeral service will 
be held Saturday, August 8, 
at 11:00 a.m. at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Motley.

Following the service, 
family and friends are 
invited to gather for a Cele-
bration of  Life at the home 
of  Shawn and Stephanie 
Jordahl to share memories 
and honor Ed’s remarkable 
life.

Ed was born January 31, 
1944, in Manchester Town-
ship, Freeborn County. He 
graduated from Motley High 
School in 1962 where he met 
his wife of  59 years, Marsha 
Vick. He served his country 
in the Army Reserves for 
six years and was a ded-
icated entrepreneur and a 
cornerstone of  his com-
munity. Ed spent over 30 
years running several local 
businesses in Motley. Most 
notably, he was the proud 
owner and operator of  Mr. 
Ed’s Restaurant for more 
than two decades, where he 

welcomed everyone with a 
warm smile and a sense of  
hospitality. In retirement, 
Ed enjoyed driving school 
bus and working part-time 
at Pine Ridge Golf  Club. He 
was also a proud, longtime 
member of  the local Lions 
Club and active member of  
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
dedicating his time to serv-
ing others.

Beyond his professional 
life, Ed found joy in the 
simple pleasures of  life. He 
loved golfing, meticulously 
mowing his yard and help-
ing neighbors by snowplow-
ing in the winter. Above all, 
his greatest joy was spend-
ing quality time with his 
family and close friends. 
He leaves behind a legacy 
of  love for his children and 
grandchildren and will be 
remembered for his selfless-
ness and generosity.

His legacy of  hard work, 
kindness and devotion will 
live on through his family. 

He is survived by his 
loving wife, Marsha Jordahl; 
one daughter, Julie (Robert) 
Schmitt; one son, Shawn 
(Stephanie Hoefs) Jordahl; 
four cherished grandchil-
dren, Nathan Schmitt, Jason 
Schmitt, Jaelyn Jordahl, 
and Jayde Jordahl; three 
sisters, Carole (Don) Oliger, 
Janet (Lee) Greig and Judy 
(Lee) Jenkins; one brother, 
Sherwood (Flo) Jordahl; as 
well as many beloved nieces, 
nephews and dear friends.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Irving and 
Frances Christensen and 
two brothers-in-law, Don 
Oliger and Lee Greig.

             w32c A00006B2026JY29

Edward Jordahl
The Staples High School 

classes of  1954-1957 will 
h ave  a n  ‘ o p e n  h o u s e 
reunion’ Saturday, Aug. 
22, from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. at 
BRICKS Restaurant in 
Motley.

For more information, 
contact Gerald Germann at 
763-244-4686.

Reunion for 
SHS Classes 
of 1954-57 
is Aug. 22

Student Achievements

St. Cl o u d te C h n i Ca l & 
C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  h a s 
announced its Spring 2026 
Academic Honors List. To 
qualify, for the President’s 
List, students must earn a 
grade point average of  4.0; 
and to qualify for the Dean’s 
List, a grade point average 
of  3.5 to 3.99.  Local students 
named include:

o Rachel Kossan, Motley, 
President’s List

o Brooke Beto, Staples, 
Dean’s List

the univerSity of north 
dakota, grand forkS  has 
announced its Spring 2026 
President’s Roll of  Honor. 

To qualify a student must 
have an overall cumulative 
grade point average of  3.80 
or higher. The student must 
also have earned a minimum 
of  30 semester hours and 
have completed a minimum 
of  12 hours at the close of  
the semester, eight of  which 
must be for traditional letter 
grades. Local student named 
includes:

o Addisyn Cichos, Staples
SouthweSt minneSota State 

univerSity has announced its 
Spring 2026 Dean’s List. To 
qualify, for Honors, students 
must achieve a grade point 
average of  3.5 or higher; and 
for High Honors, a grade 
point average of  4.0. Local 
students named include:

o Millicent Leone, Staples
north dakota State uni-

verSity has announced its 
Spring 2026 Dean’s List. 
L o c a l  s t u d e n t s  n a m e d 
include:

o Odin Trif, Motley
o Laken Hines, Staples
o Israel Ervasti, Staples
o  Talene Whiddon, Pil-

lager
o Eva Mudgett, Pillager
o Ellie Brown, Pillager

Obituary

The Centennial Auditorium project received a 
$6,000 donation from the Staples Host Lions Club, with 
the donation going through the Staples Motley Area Arts 
Council. Tim Rice accepts the check from Bob Schafer 
of the Lions Club.

Auditorium donation

REACH, the organization that held the Day of Caring 
volunteer event at Staples-Motley High/Middle School, 
received a $500 donation from the Staples Host Lions. 
REACH teacher Val Turner accepts the check from Bob 
Schafer of the Staples Host Lions.

REACH donation from Lions
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Summer trap shooting has started on Wednes-
day evenings at the Staples Sportsman’s Club shooting 
range. Pictured, coach Stephen Benson helps shooters 

with their technique. From left, Patrick Eckert, Bennet 
Sonenstahl and Brennen Sonenstahl (Staples World 
photos by Mark Anderson)  

Trap shooting summer league

Alex Leach

Brennen Sonenstahl

Patrick EckertBennet SonenstahlScorekeeper Bob Koenig

Team members from the Sunby’s Su-
perheroes participated in the West Re-
gion Bocce ball Tournament, recenly held 
at the Northstar Sports Complex in Alex-
andria. Over 250 athletes from the West 
Region participated in the event. 

 “Let me win.  But if I cannot win, 
let me be brave in the attempt,” Special 
Olympics founder, Eunice Kennedy Shriv-
er said. 

“The phrase serves not only as a 
motto but also as an official athlete oath, 
emphasizing personal effort, courage and 

sportsmanship,“ said Megan Lindgren.  
“What a great day and so much fun meet-
ing new friends and playing bocce ball 
together.”

The team is always looking for addi-
tional athletes and volunteers. If  interest-
ed contact, Bonnie Rickter or Kerry Lind-
gren, 218-894-1620. The West Region 
Bocce Ball competition would not happen 
without volunteers. “We challenge you 
to consider volunteering at a Minnesota 
Special Olympics event in the future,” said 
Rickter.  (Submitted photos)

Special Olympics bocce ball tournament

   Gaven Christensen and Maggie Sundby 
receive their First place ribbons in their 
doubles competition. 

Sundby’s Superhero Team members and coach-
es, lef to right: Gaven Christensen, Megan Lindgren, 
Kerry Lindgren, Maggie Sundby and Bonnie Rickter.

   Megan Lindgren shakes 
hands with her competitor 
after winning her individual 
competition.

  Gaven Christensen gra-
ciously volunteered to help 
with scoring after complet-
ing his competition.

   Maggie Sundby and a new friend from 
Moorhead who participated in individual 
competition. Maggie received the first 
place ribbon. 

The Staples Host Li-
ons donated $500 to the 
City of Staples Bike Rodeo, 
held in May. Parks and 
Recreation Director Lacey 
Aguirre accepts the check 
from Bob Schafer of the Li-
ons Club. 

Lions donate 
to Bike 
Rodeo
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207 4th St. NE, Staples, MN 56479
218-894-1112

Looking for a
good deal?

Check out the 
Staples
World

Classifieds

Prairie View Neighborhood
2 AND 3 BEDROOM HOMES  

FOR SALE IN STAPLES
• TWO STALL GARAGES
• LANDSCAPED YARDS
• COMPETITIVE PRICES

CALL MICHELLE
218-326-6098

MIKE IVES REALTY
www.prairieviewneighborhood.com

2 NEW
HOMES NOW
AVAILABLE

607
Houses for Sale

CONSTRUCTION
P RO F E S S I O NA L

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Staples World 5bThursday, October 22, 2009Classifieds

• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 

DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTO
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Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/inter net. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.
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PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
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Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.
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39

tf
c

Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

RESIDENTIAL AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIAL 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

CELL 218-838-0581

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

classif. weekly folder on public: 2024 SD changed wk#41   6X10.25”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE 

Ultimate Septic Service LLC 
David Odden - Owner/Operator 

Services:
•Septic Pumping •Jetting 

•Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic 

pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

218-296-5006
Mandi Polito
Accountant

mandipolito1384@gmail.com
138 4th St., Staples, MN 56479
PO Box 95, Staples, MN 56479

Mandi’s Accounting Services
Tax Prep • Bookkeeping • Payroll

•Financial PlanningCONSTRUCTION
P RO F E S S I O NA L

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 

DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTO
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Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/inter net. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.
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PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
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Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
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Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

RESIDENTIAL AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIAL 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

CELL 218-838-0581

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

classif. weekly folder on public: 2024 SD changed wk#41   6X10.25”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE 

Ultimate Septic Service LLC 
David Odden - Owner/Operator 

Services:
•Septic Pumping •Jetting 

•Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic 

pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

218-296-5006
Mandi Polito
Accountant

mandipolito1384@gmail.com
138 4th St., Staples, MN 56479
PO Box 95, Staples, MN 56479

Mandi’s Accounting Services
Tax Prep • Bookkeeping • Payroll

•Financial Planning

Asphalt Paving • Excavating •Driveways
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel •Rock 

Black Dirt • Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling
Landscaping • Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

                                     Week of July 26, 2026             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

        
MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

SERVICES

WANTED TO BUYEMPLOYMENT
COOKS HELPER POSITIONS 

Annandale Public Schools. 3 open for 
the 2026-27 school year. Assists with all 
functions in the kitchen including; pre-
paring food, serving meals, dishwashing
and cleaning food service areas. Hours 
are Monday-Friday. 4 hours per day 
at the High School. 5.5 hours per day 
at the Elementary School. 6.5 hours 
per day at the Elementary School. 171 
Days/Year Salary Range $12.45-$18.80 
www.applitrack.com/isd876/onlineapp/

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
PARAPROFESSIONALS 

Annandale Public Schools. Works with 
students with disabilities in meeting the 
academic, behavioral, emotional, social 
and physical needs as identifi ed in the 
IEP goals. 6.5 hours per day, 171 days 
per year, Salary range $16.47-$24.33. An-
nandale Elementary School (grades K-5). 
www.applitrack.com/isd876/onlineapp/

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

REPAIRING OR 
REPLACING APPLIANCES 

and home systems like heating 
and cooling can be costly. A home 
warranty plan can help. Start saving and 
get 30% off  any plan today. Workman-
ship Guarantee included. Terms apply. 
Call Cinch Home Services 855/887-4521

END YOUR TAX WORRIES TODAY
Let us make your tax problem our 
priority. Scared, stuck with high tax 
amounts? Our A+ tax professionals 
can help. Call for a FREE consultation. 
Call Priority Tax now 855/634-3517

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER 
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data 
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983 

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 1.3 million readers!!! 612-332-8844

Advertise here statewide 
in 200+ newspapers for 

only $279 per week! 
Call 612-332-8844

FOR RENT
Japke’s North 8th Street

Mini Storage
218-884-9356

6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

cl27tfc

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL 
218-296-5031

Under new ownership

We are accepting 
applications for 2 and 3 
bedroom townhomes in 
Staples, a community 

you can get attached to. 
Rent based on income. 

Now professionally 
managed by

Income guidelines apply.

107
ServiceS & 
employment

205
Help Wanted

Have creative flare? 
Strive for details? Con-
sider the Staples World, 
your locally owned, com-
munity newspaper: Ad-
vertising, copy, page layout, 
special projects, + more. 
Submit resumé to Staples 
World, PO Box 100, Staples, 
MN 56479 or email editor@
staplesworld.com. Physi-
cal address: 207 4th St. NE, 
Staples, across from the old 
Staples Theatre marquee.

209
Business 
Services

PAUL DRAKE TREE 
SERVICE, SINCE 1978: 
General ,  lot  clearing, 
storm damage clean-up, 
stump grinding, brushing, 
55 ft. bucket truck. 218-894-
2871, Staples. 20tfc

HELP WANTED
The City of Staples is seeking
applicants for the position of 

Office Clerk - Utility Billing
Pay range $22.99 - $30.65 per hour. 

Union position with excellent benefits. 
 Key Duties: Serve as the welcoming first point of contact for visitors 
and customers. Responsible for utility meter readings for water, sewer, 
and electric services, billing and mailing, payment and deposit process-
ing, account management and reconciliation, delinquency notices, data 
tracking, report preparation, and backup clerical support.
   Minimum Requirements: The ideal candidate will have two years 
of post-high school education or training with at least two years of ex-
perience in a similar position. Must have strong customer service skills, 
excellent oral/written communication, proficiency in Microsoft Word and 
Excel, ability to learn new software, and organizational abilities. All City 
of Staples employment is subject to background check. 

Apply:
Applications, cover letters and resumés will be accepted 

until August 5, 2026, or until filled.
For more information and to apply, visit our website, 

https://staples.govoffice.com/job_openings.
EOE

cl32c

Now
takiNg

applicatioNs

EEO/AA Motley, Minn.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley
tenant must be income 

eligible, 62 years or 
older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, 

sewer, electric 
provided.

Call Rosie Talberg, Manager at:
320-468-2303

   Garage Sale (4 families) Household items, clothing, 
toys, decor, small furniture. Marlene Finck. Thursday, 
Aug. 6, 9-6; Friday, Aug. 7, 9-6, Saturday, Aug. 8,  
9-noon. 1120 6th Street NE, Staples, MN

                                    32p

  Garage Sale, 606 Wisconsin Ave. SE, Staples (cor-
ner of  Hwy. 210 and Wisc. Ave.) Thursday, Aug. 20, 
Friday Aug. 21, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Something for everyone, 
large church sale! Many interesting items.

                                     32-33p

GaraGe SaleS
701

Antiques, collectibles, jewelery, artwork, 
fishing, hunting, tools, furniture, books, 

housewares, kitchenware, linens, clothing, footwear, 

books, appliances, DVDs, VHS, vinyl records and more.

Volunteers needed
Donations, call Penny at 218-820-1919

Downtown Longbella’s store
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MEETING #19
ISD #2170

SCHOOL BOARD 
June 22, 2026 

6:00 p.m.
District Office

MINUTES

Call to Order
The meeting was called 

to order by Chair Wright 
at 6:00 p.m. 

Roll  Call  was taken, 
members Wright, Frisk, 
Freeman, Trout, Reeck and 
Reese were present, com-
prising a quorum. Also pres-
ent were Superintendent 
Tappe, Director of  Finance 
Hill, Principal Ferdon, Prin-
cipal Koenigs, Staples World 
Editor Anderson, staf f  
members, Ehlers advisor 
Zesbaugh and a community 
member. The Pledge of  Alle-
giance was recited.

Motion by Reeck, sec-
onded by Frisk, to approve 
the addition of  items 4s, 4t 
and 6e. MC 

Motion by Trout, sec-
onded by Frisk, to adopt the 
agenda. MC

Chair Wright recog-
nized the public in atten-
dance.

School/Community 
Forum

 - None
ConsentAgenda

Approve minutes from 
the May 18, 2026 Board Meet-
ing

Approve lane change 
requests with recommenda-
tion from the Professional 
Growth Committee:

Kasey Odden, MA30 to 
MA45

Caitlyn Hacker, MA to 
MA15

Approve the credit reim-
bursement for Selket Jewett, 
MS/HS Teacher

Approve the hire of:
Dan Bjerga, Head Wres-

tling Coach
John Jacobson, Dean of  

Students
Kristi Odden, .2 FTE EL 

Teacher 
Amelia Travis, 4th Grade 

Teacher
Sonja Habedank, 5th/6th 

Grade Science Teacher
Elizabeth Machelle Hot-

tinger Gatts, Elementary 
Level 3 EBD Teacher

Janelle Thompson, Van 
Driver

Amanda Keplin, .5 FTE 
MS/HS Special Ed Teacher

Avaya Brandt, Adven-
tures Assistant

Approve the 2026-2028 
Individual Employment 
Agreements for:

Julie Polak, HR/Payroll 
Clerk

LeRoy Peterson, Director 
Buildings & Grounds

Wade Vangsness, Food 
Service Director 

Norbert Klimek, Trans-
portation Director

Joe Brandsma, Technol-
ogy Director 

Ellen Hill, Director of  
Finance

Approve the termination 
of  Troy Erickson effective 
4/13/2026

Accept the resignation of  
Tony Marthaler, Transpor-
tation 5/22/2026

Approvethe 2026-2027 
MSBA dues and policy ser-
vice renewal ($5,525)

Approve the Q-Comp 
Career Ladder positions for 
2026-2027

Approve FTE increase of  
Liz Wright, SLP, to .83

Approve the 2026-2027 
CIS/Concurrent Enroll-

ment Agreement with CLC
A p p r o v e  t h e  F Y 2 7 

ECFE-SR FED Consult-
ing Services Agreement 
Renewal

Approve the 2026-2027 
Ampact Partner agreement

A p p r o v e  t h e  A r u x 
Agreement (New Commu-
nity Ed software replacing 
R-Schools) 

Approve the 2026-2027 
CTC Master agreement

Approve the 2026-2027 
MREA membership renewal 
($2,009)

Approve the 2026-2027 
Consultant  Ag reement 
withStaci Headley

Approve the 2026-2027 
Nursing & Allied Health & 
SLPA Internship/Clinical 
Affiliation MOA

Approve the hire of  Josh 
Wood, Activities Director/
Community  Education 
Coordinator

Approve the hire of  
Grace Allen, Middle School 
ADSIS Interventionist

Motion by Freeman, sec-
onded by Reeck, to approve 
the consent agenda. MC
Donations and In-Kind 

Contributions
Motion by Trout, sec-

onded by Frisk, to approve 
the Resolution to accept 
Grants and Donations in the 
amount of  $25,125.98. MC

T h a n k  y o u  t o  S t a -
ples-Motle y Community 
Foundation, Dianna Smith, 
Joyce Mohler, Staples Lion 
Club, Staples Ace Hardware, 
Miscellaneous donors, Lake-
wood Health System, Nicole 
Bjerga/Edina Realty, Sta-
ples-Motley Football Boost-
ers, Staples-Motley Golf  
Boosters, Special Olympics 
MN, Resource Training & 
Solutions, DT Midstream, 
Imagemark Business Ser-
vices and Staples-Motley 
Area Arts Council for their 
generous donations.

Finance Items
Financial  Re por t  by 

Director of  Finance, Ellie 
Hill

2026-2027 Proposed orig-
inal revenue and expendi-
ture Budget Report 

Motion by Reeck, sec-
onded by Trout, to approve 
theMay disbursements. MC

General Fund: $896,614.24
F o o d  S e r v i c e : 

$1,706,859.73
Community  Service: 

$15,751.84
Construction Fund: $0.00
Debt Service:: $0.00
Fund 21 Student Activi-

ties: $14,574.78
Fund 45: $0.00
Motion by Freeman, sec-

onded by Wright, to approve 
the May receipts. MC

G e n e r a l  F u n d : 
$1.706,859.73

Food Service: $92,816.25 
Community  Service: 

$49,046.70
Construction Fund: $0.00 
Debt Service: $668,639.26
Fund 21 Student Activi-

ties: $12,276.17
Fund 45: $0.00
Motion by Reeck, sec-

onded by Frisk, to approve 
the Proposed Original 2026-
2027 revenue and expendi-
ture budget. MC

Ehlers Report - Sale Day 
Report for School Building 
Bonds

Motion by Freeman, sec-
onded by Reeck, to approve 
the resolution awarding 
the sale of  general obli-
gation school  building 
bonds, series 2026A, in the 
original aggregate princi-
pal amount of  $14,385,000; 

fixing their form and spec-
ifications; directing their 
execution and delivery; and 
providing for their pay-
ment. ROLL CALL VOTE- In 
Favor: Reeck, Reese, Free-
man, Frisk, Wright, Trout; 
Opposed: None MC

Motion by Frisk, sec-
onded by Wright, to award 
the Dairy Bid to Cass Clay 
Creamery, at fixed pricing, 
for the 2026-2027 school year. 
MC
Cabinet Presentation 

-by Teaching & Learning 
Coordinator Pantke

Presentation of  the 2025-
2026 Q Comp Annual Report

Motion by Reeck, sec-
onded by Trout, to approve 
the 2025-2026 Local Literacy 
Plan. MC

Policy 
(Policy Committee Meet-

ing Minutes 6-10-2026)
Motion by Reese, sec-

onded by Reeck, to approve 
the review of  ISD #2170 
policies 425.1 - Staff  Evalua-
tion and 902.1 Weight Room 
Policy. MC

Motion by Reese, sec-
onded by Frisk, to approve 
the review of  MSBA pol-
icieswith minimal or no 
changes. MC

410 - Family and Medi-
cal Leave Policy (minimal 
changes)

424 - License Status (no 
changes)

427 - Workload limits for 
certain special education 
teachers (minimal changes) 

503 - Attendance Policy 
(minimal changes)

506 - Student Discipline 
(no changes)

506F - Notice of  Sus-
pension Forms (minimal 
changes)

722 - Public Data Request 
(no changes)

722F - Public Data Request 
Form (minimal changes)

730 - Bidding and Quot-
ing Guidelines (minimal 
changes)

806 - Crisis Management 
(minimal changes)

Personnel
Motion by Trout, sec-

onded by Freeman, to accept 
the retirement of  Charles 
Holst, Bus Driver, effective 
6/30/2026. MC

Thank you Chuck for 
your 40+ years of  service to 
the Staples-Motley School 
District.

Other
AIEA Annual Compli-

ance Presentation by Princi-
pal Koenigs

Motion by Freeman, sec-
onded by Reeck, to approve 
the Annual Compliance 
Overview of  the American 
Indian Advisory Committee 
Vote of  Concurrence. MC

Motion by Trout, sec-
onded by Frisk, to approve 
the resolution authorizing 
participation with the Com-
munity Concern for Youth 
Program with Todd-Wadena 
Community Correction. MC

Motion by Reeck, sec-
onded by Wright, to approve 
the Education Identity & 
Access Management Resolu-
tion identifying the Identi-
fied Official with Authority 
(IOwA) for Staples-Motley 
as Shane Tappe, with Trisha 
Larson as the IOwA Proxy 
for school year 2026-27. MC

Motion by Frisk, sec-
onded by Wright, to approve 
the AIA B132 Owner/Archi-
tect Agreement and AIA 
C132 Owner Construction 
Manager Agreement. MC

2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7  A c t iv i t i e s 
Handbook available for 

Board review. (No action at 
this time)

2026-2027 Coaches Hand-
book available for Board 
review. (No action at this 
time)

Reports
School Board:
  Freshwater - 4/9/2026 

Special Meeting Minutes
  Sourcewell - 4/16/2026 

Minutes
Elementary Principal 

report by Principal Koenigs
M i d d l e / H i g h  S ch o o l 

Principal - report by Princi-
pal Ferdon

Activities Director/Com-
munity Ed Coordinator- 
report by AD/CEC Ahrendt

SMEA - No report
Superintendent - report 

by Superintendent Tappe
Other
Motion by Reeck, sec-

onded by Trout, to adjourn 
the meeting at 7:19 p.m. MC

Trisha Larson, Clerk
ISD #2170
                    32pnc

Upcoming Meet ings/
Events: 

*All school offices are 
closed every Friday through 
August 14, 2026

Mon., August 3, 2026 - 
School Board Meeting/Work 
Session, District Office, 6 
p.m., 905 4th St. NE, Staples

Mon., August 24, 2026 - 
School Board Meeting, Dis-
trict Office, 6 p.m., 905 4th St. 
NE, Staples

Weds., Sept. 1, 2026 - All 
Staff  In-Service

Tues., Sept. 8, 2026 - First 
Day of  School

Staples-Motley School Board Minutes

NOTICE 
VILLARD MEETING 

FOR AUGUST

Villard Township will 
hold its regular monthly 
meeting for August on 
August 13, 2026, because of  
the Primary Elections set 
for August 11. The meeting 
time will remain the same 
starting at 7 p.m.

Mary Trantina Koenig, 
Clerk
Villard Township
                                      32pnc

NOTICE
BECKER TOWNSHIP 
AUGUST MEETING

Due to primary elec-
tion rules Becker Town-
ship will hold their 
August 11, 2026, meeting 
at 4:00 p.m.

Mary Fitcher, Clerk
Becker Township
                                 32-33pnc

PUBLIC NOTICES:
Your Right to Know

JULY 15, 2026
The following cases were 

heard before Heidi L. Hovis, 
Seventh District Court in Todd 
County July 7, 2026.

Juan Sevastian Ambriz Hernan-
dez, Long Prairie. Driving after revo-
cation. Fine $150. $75. Sentenced. 

Kellen Ruiz Gomez, Long Prai-
rie. Disorderly Conduct. Continued. 
Local Confinement (3 days, Stay 
0 Yr 0, Mo 0  Days  credit for time 
served. Supervised probation 1 year). 
Domestic Assault, Dismissed. Fine 
$50. Fee $75.

Hattie Ruth Herdina, Edina. 
Speed 80/70. Sentenced. Fine $40. 
Fee $75

David Dean Morisch, Long Prai-
rie. 5th degree-possess Schedule 
1,2,3,4 or paraphernalia residual-not 
cannabis/hemp. Sentenced. MN 

Correctional Facility -St. Cloud, 12 
mo., Stay for 5 yr). Supervised pro-
bation, 5 yr. Community work service 
40 hrs for indeterminate. Fine $100. 
Fee $85. DWI 4 Operate motor vehi-
cle, any amount schedule I/II drugs/
metabolite; Not cannabis/hemp. 
Sentenced. Supervised probation 2 
yr. Fine $400 Fee $40. Driver must 
carry proof insurance. Dismissed. 

The following cases were 
heard before William J. Cash-
man, Seventh District Court in 
Todd County July 7, 2026

Micheal Theodore Browen, Little 
Falls. Damage to property - 3rd 
Degree. Sentenced. Supervised 
Probation, 2 yrs. Local Confinement 
(364 days, Stay 0, Year 0, Mo. 0 364 
days for 2 yr) Fine $100. Fee $85.

--Court reports forwarded from 
the Long Prairie Leader.

Todd County court

Kayla Vejtasa, attendance secretary at Staples-Mot-
ley Middle/High School, has kept busy this summer 
preparing all of the lockers for the start of school this 
fall. Middle/High School Principal Debbie Ferdon noted 
Vejtasa’s hard work during her report at the school board 
meeting July 21. Vejtasa said that she’d worked on at 
least 700 lockers, making sure combinations worked 
and made repairs where needed. (Staples World photo 
by Dawn Timbs)

Getting the lockers ready
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Central Lakes College, 
Brainerd and Staples, has 
announced its 2025 - 26 
graduates. These students 
have completed degree, 
diploma or certificate 
programs. High honors 
students earned a 3.75 - 
4.0 grade point average. 
Honors students earned a 
3.25 - 3.74 grade point aver-
age. 

The list includes all but 
those students with data 
privacy requested. Local 
students named includes:

Motley 
High Honors:  Scott 

Dobbs, Cameron Ganyo, 
Riley Reese, Livia Trif. 
Honors: Isaac Calix, Eli 
Carlson, Owen Carlson, 
Keith  Ferdon,  Taylor 

Henry, Bailey Rudrud. 
Other graduates: Kyler 
Batton, Wyatt Berg, Luke 
Bjerg a,  Jacob Jensen, 
Brendan Macheel, Shae 
Macheel, Jennifer Platz, 
Samuel Zimmermann.

Pillager 
High Honors: Kaitlynn 

Bertram, Mia Bowman, 
London Zapzalka. Honors: 
Eliana Anderson, Bran-
don Burgau, Isabel Cole, 
Tessa Eastman, Kalyn 
Karppinen, Jada Loucks, 
Gabriel Parrish, Steven 
VonDali. Other graduates: 
Samantha Berent, Nathan 
Braaten, Bobby Heldman, 
Stephanie Larson, Isaac 
Lindberg, Elijah Miller.

Staples
High Honors: Melissa 

Jewison, Jorja Kobliska, 
Pamela Lawrence,  Eli 
Rutten, Annie Schlosser. 
Honors: Abby Brichacek, 
Joseph Fellman, Kieran 
Groetsch, Avery Japke, 
Sk ye  Larson,  Jessica 
Lundquist, Axel Mertens, 
Raina Mikhaeil, Cecily 
Moe, Rebecca Self, Shawn 
Spilman, Steffany Sulli-
van, Colbe Tappe. Other 
graduates:  Cassandra 
Back, Joshua Becker, Carol 
Eblen, Kenzie Erickson, 
Eric Finch, Kyle Finch, 
Ben Harvey, Christopher 
Lindner, Nicholas Peter-
son, Matthew Sams, Nich-
olas Sharma, Benjamin 
Tyrrell, Owen Winter. 

Central Lakes College announces 
2025 - 2026 graduation List

This little Prairie went to 
market

Baby Prairie Jo, 13 days old, accompanied her 
parents, Lacey and Mike Grewe, to the Farmer’s Market 
at Lakewood Health System in Staples July 23. The 
Grewes own and operate Mother Root Gardens in rural 
Staples, selling their fresh cut flowers at the farmer’s mar-
ket every Thursday. Lacey said they’d sold out in just 30 
minutes that day. (Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Representatives of Lakewood Health 
System (LHS), Staples, greeted shoppers 
at the Farmer’s Market July 23, offering 
assistance and information as needed. 
From left, Amy Wiese, Farmer’s Market 

coordinator; Mia Pesta, summer intern at 
LHS; Jenny Braith, Community Outreach 
Coordinator at LHS. (Staples World photo 
by Dawn Timbs)

Providing information, assistance

The Farmer’s Market at Lakewood Health System 
in Staples is a popular destination on Thursdays during 
the summer months. Shoppers enjoyed shopping July 
23, as a variety of vegetables were available, as well 

as baked and canned goods, honey, meats, crafts and 
flowers. The farmer’s market is held at the parking lot of 
the main campus on Thursdays, from 2 - 5 p.m. (Staples 
World photo by Dawn Timbs) 

Thursday summer tradition

Some local youngsters capitalized 
on the hot weather July 23, selling fresh 
lemonade to travelers along 5th St. NE 
in Staples. Pictured, from left, Eli Beach, 
six; Brysen Sullivan, nine; Sage Beach, 
ten. The trio reported that they’d been 

“very busy” and that business was good. 
They plan to set up their lemonade stand 
again, especially if temperatures remain in 
the 80s and 90s. (Staples World photo by 
Dawn Timbs)

Young entrepreneurs

Crews from J & J Excavating were at 
work July 23, putting in concrete storm 
sewer pipes along 4th St. NE in Staples, 
between Dower and Park Avenues, part 
of the Street Improvement Project. Bran-
don DeWolf, Project Manager with Bolton 
& Menk, said the project is “on target.” 

He noted that the first part of the project, 
putting in sanitary sewer and water main 
had been completed. DeWolf said that 
there will be access to Staples-Motley 
Elementary School via Dower Avenue by 
the start of school. (Staples World photo 
by Dawn Timbs)

Street Improvement Project on target

Enveloped in the heavy smoke July 16, the Staples water tower is barely a shad-
ow, viewed from the 4th St. and Warner Road intersection looking south. (Staples 
World photo by Janice Winter)

Water tower obscured 

Cattle grazed near 
Staples while their environ-
ment changed from sunny 
to smokey haze hanging 
over the pasture due to the 
wildfires burning in north-
ern Minnesota and Cana-
da. (Staples World photo 
by Janice Winter)

Cattle 
country



the German West Wall. Pvt. 
Payne and Company L were 
initially held back to fill any 
gaps in the American line.

On Oct. 3, Company L led 
the charge to take the town 
of  Übach. 

“The fight for Übach was 
a slugfest of  house-to-house 
fighting, with the enemy 
giving ground inch by inch,” 
said Lt. Col S.T. McDowell, 
an officer in that siege.

The battle lasted four 
days with the entire 3d 
Battalion engaged in close 
quarter fighting. By Oct. 7, 
they had taken Übach and 
the company was encamped 
in the village of  Boscheln, 
looking out at two miles of  
open ground to the town of  
Alsdorf, their next target. 
The 3d Battalion reportedly 
had high morale entering 
the open terrain, possibly 
because it would be differ-
ent than the bitter house-to-
house fighting at Übach. 

On the morning of  the 
assault of  Alsdorf, the 
Americans reached the 
town so fast that the Ger-
mans were caught off  guard 
and had to retreat.  

Mariadorf
On Oct. 8, the 1st and 3rd 

Battalions were ordered 
to continue their attack to 
Mariadorf. Today, Alsdorf  
and Mariadorf  are nearly 
touching, with just a couple 
of  small fields between 
them. In 1944 when the 
Americans were advancing, 
there was more open space.

Company L was on the 
left flank of  the advance 
towards Mariadorf. They 
met heavy resistance and 
had to set up their line 
behind a railroad track 
between the two towns. The 
German forces mounted a 
counterattack, focusing on 
the left flank, where Payne 
and Company L attempted 
to hold them off. 

The Company L mortar 
section was overrun and the 
German troops began to use 
the mortar tubes against 
the Americans. Company L 
counterattacked and recap-
tured the equipment. 

The Germans also made 
ground against Company 
I and captured a sergeant, 
before a soldier fired a rifle 
that hit the German security 
guard holding him. German 
troops broke through por-
tions of  the 3d Battal-
ion’s line and engaged the 
American infantry in close 
combat, sometimes with 
bayonets. Company B was 
overrun and all 27 members 
were killed or captured.

Despite the setbacks, the 
Americans did not allow the 
recapture of  Alsdorf. They 
destroyed several German 
tanks and the battle came to 

a stalemate.
Somewhere in this, it 

was learned that Pvt. Payne 
had been wounded and was 
heading back to the medi-
cal aid station at Alsdorf  
for treatment. There was 
no more record of  him after 
that and it was believed that 
he never reached the medi-
cal station.

The stretch between Als-
dorf  and Mariadorf  was 
contested ground for a 
month, preventing Ameri-
can troops from conducting 
a full search and survey. 

It took a massive push 
in November to capture 
Mariadorf. Once they had 
a chance to survey the field, 
no trace of  Private Payne 
was listed. Six months later, 
the war ended with Payne 
still MIA. One year and one 
day after his loss, the War 
Department issued a pre-
sumptive finding of  death.

Graves and memorials
Following the war, graves 

registration teams scoured 
former battlefields, crash 
sites and local cemeteries 
for the remains of  fallen 
American service members. 
This process was not coor-
dinated, so U.S. officials had 
a hard time tracking the 
results.

An investigation team 
in 1947 found that there 
were as many as 17 sets of  
American remains found 
in the battle area near Als-
dorf. German residents had 
recovered remains from a 
minefield and placed them 
in wooden caskets, which 
the U.S. military picked up 
but were unable to identify 
Pvt. Payne in any of  them. 
In 1950, he was listed as 

“non-recoverable.”
The unidentified sol-

diers were laid to rest in the 
American War Cemetery 
at Margraten, Netherlands 
(Holland), just over the 
border from Germany.

During her research, 
Brieger learned that her 
grandfather’s name was on 
the MIA wall at that ceme-

tery. When she discovered 
that, she was comforted to 
know that he was never for-
gotten and the people of  the 
Netherlands still honored 
his memory.

Reclamation
In  moder n t imes,  a 

renewed effort to identify 
military MIA was started. 
The Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency (DPAA) 
was formed in 2015 as a com-
bination of  three agencies. 
They connect modern tech-
nology with knowledgeable 
historians to solve long-lost 
military mysteries.

Brieger said about five 
years ago, she got a call from 
the agency saying that they 
were in active pursuit of  
her grandfather’s remains.

Her own research helped 
them with their quest.

“I’ve spent hours and 
hours of  reserarch,” said 
Brieger. “I have news clip-
pings from the paper there 
of  when he went missing, 
and clippings from when he 
was reported MIA.”

The DPAA historians 
determined that only four 
American soldiers were 
still unaccounted for in that 
battle, and for one uniden-
tified body they pared that 
down to two possibilities 
based on dental records. 
The remains were exhumed 
in July of  2025 and sent to 
the DPAA laboratory in 
Nebraska.

“That was when things 
started to turn around,” 
said Brieger.

Brieger’s two brothers 
agreed to submit DNA to 
test it against the unidenti-
fied remains.

Duane Walter Payne 
was officially identified in 
March of  2026. His grand-
children got the phone call 
on April 2.

“It’s been a long journey, 
we’re kind of  still in shock,” 
Brieger said, after 82 years 
of  not knowing.

With the identification 
of  Pvt. Payne, the cemetery 
at Margraten has added a 

rosette design next to his 
name on the wall to show 
that he has been found. His 
final resting place will now 
be at Camp Ripley Military 
Cemetery, a 30 minute drive 
from his home in Motley.

Brieger now lives in 
Arkansas and said she is not 
done with her researching. 
She plans to go to the DPAA 
facility in Nebraska to get 
more details about how they 
identified her grandfather 
and what they learned in 
the process. She is looking 
forward to coming back to 
Minnesota in September, as 
she was born in Brainerd 
and her parents were from 
Motley and Staples.
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WALK-IN SPORTS PHYSICALS
Essentia Health Brainerd Orthopedics Clinic:  

Tuesday, August 4th – 1:00pm–4:30pm 
Essentia Health Staples Clinic:  

Thursday, August 6th – 9:00am–11:00am
No charge for walk-in sports physicals.

Minors must be accompanied by parent and/or guardian. 

Together, we can live healthier.

St. Joseph’s–Orthopedics Clinic
2014 S 6th St, Brainerd

St. Joseph’s–Staples Clinic
301 2nd Ave NW, Staples

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 7/26/2026 Central

City of Kerkhoven
208 10th Street North • Box 116
Kerkhoven, Minnesota 56252

CITY PUBLIC 
WORKS

DEPARTMENT
The City of Kerkhoven, Minnesota is looking for 
it’s next great hire! If you love working outdoors, 

performing a wide variety of jobs in a friendly 
small, rural community, this may be the best job 

you’ve ever had!

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?
Check out the details at cityofkerk.com and 

send us your application by July 31.

in the battle of  Mariadorf, 
Germany on Oct. 8, 1944. He 
was wounded and was head-
ing back to the aid station to 
get treatment. He was never 
seen or heard from again, 
there is no record of  him 
reaching the aid station.

To  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e 
family story, Brieger has 
compiled a detailed histor-
ical account of  her grand-
father’s journey. (See story 
below)

“I’ve been telling my 
husband that I kept my 
promise to my dad, to keep 

researching and looking for 
my grandpa,” said Brieger. 

Duane Payne still has 
family in the Motley area. 
His sister Iras (Payne) 
Chapin lived in Staples and 
died at the age of  102 in 2022.  
He also had a brother, Ivan 
Payne, who lived in Motley. 
His daughter Clarice lived 
in the Motley area and died 
in 2009. His son Quentin 
also lived in Motley.

Brieger’s mother, Mar-
ilyn (McGillivray) Payne, 
was from Staples. Marilyn 
died in 2017.

Looking at a modern aerial image of 
Alsdorf and Mariadorf, Germany, with the 
World War II battle map superimposed on 
top. Duane Payne’s Company L is circled. 
His likely place of death is near the left 

side of that circle, as he headed back to 
Alsdorf for medical treatment. The dotted 
line is the railroad track that the Ameri-
cans could not pass during a month of 
fighting. (Submitted image)

Battle site

The J.D. Payne family, with parents Joyce and Mari-
lyn, center, and children from left, Annette, Jodi, Michael 
(on floor), Linda and Walter. (Submitted photo)

J.D. and Marilyn Payne’s children, back, Linda, Jodi 
and Annette, front are Walter and Michael. (Submitted 
photo)

D u a n e  P a y n e ’ s 
daughter Clarice lived in 
the Motley area. She died 
in 2009

Family portrait

Duane W.  Payne 
posed for photos before 
heading to World War II. 
(Submitted photos)

WWII salute

JOURNEY continued from page 1a

Payne, U.S. forces chased German army back to Mariadorf, Germany

PAYNE continued from page 1a

Payne family kept researching


