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Boom and croon Drums and voices 
combined for a special musical performance by the 
Minnesota State Moorhead Choir and Percussion 
Ensemble, who performed at the Batcher Opera 
House on Feb. 12. (Photo by Mark Anderson)

Serving Your Community for 136 Years.
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Weather
 

  2026
This Week’s Forecast
 High   Low   Cond.
Feb. 18      35     21         Snow                                                       
Feb. 19     29      16        Cloudy                                        
Feb. 20      22      9         Cloudy        
Feb. 21     24      5         Cloudy  
Feb. 22     17     -3     P. Cloudy    
Feb. 23     26     19    P. Cloudy                            
Feb. 24     35     18    P. Cloudy      

                                                
Average Temps: 

 H = 27º Low = 9º
Enjoy the warmer 

temps

Compiled by 
Dale Hausmann, 

WCCO’s Staples area 
Weatherwatcher

Last Year, 2025
 High Low Cond.
Feb. 18     -3º    -23      Sunny
Feb. 19     17      -28     Sunny                                     
Feb. 20     10       -4      Sunny
Feb. 21     21      -1   M. Sunny      
Feb. 22     34       6      Sunny
Feb. 23     44     25      Sunny
Feb. 24     42     33    P. Sunny

Inside this issue:
Wrestling team heading back to state

Boys basketball team rises in standings
Motley P&Z commissioner seated

Our Voice, Our Song coming up Feb. 28

The 1973 Staples wrestling team, from left, Harry 
Goeden, Mark Bendson, Tim Dumpprope, Bill Bendson, 
Mike Hajek, Charlie Sowers, Kevin Olsen, Jeff Marden, 

Jeff Cizek, John Perkins, Ron Kern, Roger Madson, 
coach Don Dravis. Not pictured, Rich Madson.

Hall of Fame team in 1973

Staples-Motley Schools ISD #2170 will host a Bond Ref-
erendum Open House, Monday, February 23, from 6 to 8 
p.m.  at the Staples-Motley Middle/High School.

Hear from district leaders, teachers, architects and 
financial experts about the upcoming bond referendum to 
be held April 14 2026. Review the planned improvements 
to Staples-Motley Schools and have questions answered.

ISD #2170 to
hold Bond Referendum 
Open House Feb. 23

Motley invites commu-
nity members to partic-
ipate in the public review 
and comment period for its 
draft Comprehensive Plan 
Update. The public com-
ment period will remain 
open through April 7, 2026, 
and the plan is available at 
regionfive.org/motley.

Community members, 
business owners, and stake-
holders are encouraged to 
review the draft plan and 
provide feedback. The plan 
is intended to guide the city 
over the next five to ten 
years, with periodic reviews 
to ensure it remains rel-
evant to the community’s 

evolving needs.
The Comprehensive Plan 

is a strategic document that 
guides the city’s policies 
and decisions on land use, 
infrastructure, economic 
development, environmen-
tal stewardship, and com-
munity services. Developed 
with input from residents, 
local stakeholders, and 
planning experts, the plan 
outlines a shared vision for 
a prosperous future.

To submit your comment, 
email Thomas Zimmer-
mann at tzimmermann@
regionfive.org by April 7, 
2026.

Motley asks for input 
on comprehensive plan

T h e  S t a p l e s - M o t l e y 
Artistic  Hall  of  Fame 
recently announced the 
newest inductees to its 
2026 Class. These artists 
will join Stan Carlson, the 
inaugural member of  the 
Hall of  Fame, who was cele-
brated at a special event on 
Aug. 17, 2025.

A ceremony will  be 
held Saturday, April 11, at 
Centennial Auditorium in 
Staples. Following the cere-
mony, there will be a recep-
tion in the lobby of  the 
auditorium. Below are the 
newest inductees.

Lisa Kajer and Mary 
Noska 

Lisa Kajer and Mary 
Noska founded the Barn 

Quilts of  Central Minne-
sota Trail. Through their 
vision they created a non-
profit that has established a 
trail of  creative quilts from 
Menahga to Long Prairie 
celebrating local stories.

 Matthew Olsen
A 2002 graduate of  Sta-

ples-Motley High School, 
Matthew Olsen has been an 
actor, director, facilitator, 
and set-builder in various 
cities and states and has 
returned to Staples sev-
eral times to direct middle 
school, high school, and 
Lamplighter Community 
theater. He is currently 
an Assistant Professor of  

Staples-Motley Artistic Hall of 
Fame nominees announced
Ceremony to be held Saturday, April 11

Mary Noska, Lisa Kajer

The Staples-Motley Ath-
letic Hall of  Fame Class of  
2026 includes the progeni-
tors of  state wrestling suc-
cess in Staples, the team 
that started a string of  state 
titles in cross country, two 
individual state champions, 
a three sport star and the 
first two volleyball players 
in the hall of  fame.

Teams are the 1970-73 
Staples wrestling teams 
and the 1996 and 1997 cross 

country teams.
Athletes are Darrell Card, 

Jeff  Marden, Mark Bend-
son, Michelle (Honek) Linz, 
Kyra (Odden) Quast and 
Derek Mattila.

Dr. Ted Lelwica is elected 
to the hall of  fame as a com-
munity contributor.

The hall of  fame induc-
tion ceremony is scheduled 
for Saturday, Oct. 10, at 
Centennial Auditorium at 
Staples-Motley High School, 

starting at 5:30 p.m.

1970-73 wrestling
The 1970-73  Staples boys 

wrestling team was the first 
group of  Cardinals to place 
at state as a team. They sent 
a number of  athletes to the 
state tournament and had 
the first individual state 
champions for the school 
wrestling program. They 
earned 3rd place, 4th place 
and 3rd place in the one 
class system against the 

entire state of  Minnesota.
Before there was even 

a state team tournament, 
which started in 1975, these 
wrestlers instilled a team 
concept that continues to 
this day. They had 10-1, 9-1 
and 10-1 records from ‘71-’73.

State placers in this 
group included Loren Bend-
son, Gordy Thompson, Mark 
Bendson, Charlie Sowers 

Two teams, seven individuals 
elected to SM Athletic Hall of Fame 

See ARTISTIC on page 12a

See ATHLETIC on page 
11a
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St. Joseph’s–Staples Clinic  
Monday–Friday: 8 am–4:30 pm  
Urgent Care Monday–Friday: 8 am–6 pm 

No matter where life takes you, the care team in Staples is by your side.  
We’re committed to listening, caring, and delivering the kind of  
personalized health care you deserve — every step of the way.

Right here, for you.

Call 218-894-7870 or schedule online at EssentiaHealth.org/Schedule

PRIMARY CARE FOR ALL AGES:
 ■ Prenatal and Postpartum Visits
 ■ Women’s Health Visits
 ■ Well Child & Teen Visits

 ■ Adult Preventative Visits
 ■ Welcome to Medicare Visits
 ■ Medicare Annual Wellness Visits

SPECIALTY SERVICES:
 ■ Cardiology  ■ Orthopedics  ■ Physical Therapy  ■ and more

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

Greg Weber is the newest 
member of  Motley’s Plan-
ning and Zoning Commis-
sion. His application was 
accepted, after much dis-
cussion, at the Motley City 
Council’s regular meeting 
Feb. 9.

According to their policy, 
only five members can 
serve on the commission at 
one time. For several years, 
the city council members 
served on the planning com-
mission as well, because no 
one from the public had 
expressed interest in being 
appointed to it.

In recent months, the 
council asked City Clerk/
Treasurer Tami Brotherton 
to advertise for this posi-
tion, with two members 
of  the public filling out 
applications...Darin Flans-
burg and Greg Weber, both 
of  Motley. Flansburg was 
appointed this past Decem-
ber, at which time council 
member Dennis Erickson 
(who had served as Plan-
ning Commission Chair) 
stepped down. That left 
four vacant seats, which 
were filled by council mem-
bers Steve Johnson, Nikki 
Bjerga, April Skeesick-Lar-
son and Pat O’Regan, all of  
whom were appointed to the 
commission at the council’s 
regular meeting in January. 

Skeesick-Larson made 
the motion to approve 
Weber’s application, with 
Mayor O’Regan seconding 
the motion. During the 
ensuing discussion Erick-
son said he did not agree 
with the policy that some-
one from the council would 
have to step down from the 
commission in order for 
Weber to have a seat.

Skeesick-Larson said 
she wanted to step down 
from the  commission. 
Mayor O’Regan also wanted 
it on record that he would 
be willing to step down if  
someone from the public 
expressed interest in being 
on it. He reminded the 
council that they’ve only 
been on the commission as 
needed to fill vacant seats.

Erickson said he felt 
the number of  seats on 
the commission should be 
changed to seven or nine. 
He didn’t know why coun-
cil members couldn’t stay 
involved if  they wanted to, 
even if  more members of  
the public came on board.

Brotherton said that 
there would have to be a 
public hearing to change 
the number of  seats on the 
commission. She went on 
to note that the ordinance 
states the council will fill 
vacancies, that they are 
not there to take seats away 
from anyone.

Johnson said that he is in 
favor of  having fresh ideas, 
but at the same time, would 
not want to feel forced to 
step down from the com-
mission if  a new member 
from the public came on 
board.

A new motion was made 
to add Weber to the plan-
ning commission, with 
Mayor O’Regan suggesting 
a roll call vote. The first 
time out it failed, with 
Skeesick-Larson and O’Re-
gan voting “aye” and Erick-
son and Johnson voting 

“no.”  Council  member 
Bjerga was absent from the 
meeting.

Since Skeesick-Larson 

had resigned from the com-
mission, this meant there 
were only four seats filled. 
Brotherton wondered if  
that meant there was not a 
planning and zoning com-
mission anymore?

E r i c k s o n  f e l t  t h e y 
were going about things 
all wrong, that the coun-
cil should be taking rec-
ommendations from the 
planning and zoning com-
mission. Brotherton said 
she felt the council should 
take some educational 
courses  about these mat-
ters.

Erickson said that until 
the ordinance is changed, 
his vote would remain the 
same.

Johnson expressed frus-
tration about the situation, 
but indicated he wanted to 
have the matter resolved. 

In a subsequent roll call 
vote, the motion to appoint 
Weber to the commission 
passed, with Erickson the 
lone nay-sayer. 

“Welcome to the planning 
commission, Mr. Weber,” 
S ke e s i ck - L a r s o n  s a i d , 
adding, “We are so happy 
to have you.” She went on 
to tell Weber that she was 
embarrassed by the process, 
that it should not have been 
so difficult.

D u r i n g  t h e  c o u n c i l 
forum, Skeesick-Larson 
encouraged the council, 
herself  included, to further 
their knowledge on matters 
such as this. She noted that 
there was an upcoming 
class offered at Sourcewell 
in Staples that might be 
beneficial to them all.

In other matters the 
council:

o HEARD monthly fire 
report from Fire Chief  Todd 
Judd, who reported there 
were seven calls in January. 
Chief  Judd also noted that 
one of  the department’s 
firefighters had resigned.

o LEARNED the fire 
department had recently 
interviewed an applicant, 
Lily England, and pro-
ceeded to approve hiring 
her. England had already 
passed the physical and 

background checks.
o SET a hiring commit-

tee for future applicants to 
the fire department, which 
includes Chief  Judd, 1st 
Asst. Chief  Nathan Thiede; 
and council liaison Dennis 
Erickson. 

o APPROVED the fire 
department’s request to 
purchase three new SCBA 
(Self-Contained Breathing 
Apparatus) masks priced at 
$648 each.

o HEARD monthly police 
report from Chief  Al Yoder, 
who reported there were 47 
calls for the month of  Janu-
ary. Chief  Yoder was called 
out from home three times.

o  H E A R D  m o n t h l y 
report from Public Works 
Director Bruce Brotherton. 
He reported that most of  
the holiday decorations had 
been removed and that the 
skating rink and sledding 
hill were still usable at that 
point.

o SET city wide garage 
sales for the first weekend 
in May; and the spring 
cleanup day for Saturday, 
May 9.

o APPROVED purchas-
ing a $200 full page ad in the 
Motley Fair Book. The orig-
inal motion was to use the 
same ad as last year, with 
all of  the council mem-
bers voting “aye” except 
April Skeesick-Larson who 
said she liked it, but felt it 
shouldn’t be used two years 
in a row. The motion was 
amended, giving permis-
sion to the ad designer to 
make changes, if  that is 
desired.

o  L E A R N E D  t h a t  a 
public hearing would be 
held at the next council 
meeting to consider the 
escrow requirement for 
Conditional Use Permits. 

o SET next planning and 
zoning meeting for Monday, 
March 2, 5 p.m., at city hall. 

o SET next regular coun-
cil meeting for Monday, 
March 9, 4:30 p.m., at city 
hall.

o LEARNED that the 
city audit, with Schlenner 
Wenner & Co., is set for 
March 2 - 6.

New commission member
Greg Weber is the newest member to join the Mot-

ley Planning and Zoning Commission. Weber has lived 
in Motley for 30 years and decided to apply for the com-
mission because he “wanted to get involved.” He has 
previously been on the commission, serving as chair at 
one time. Weber is married to Melody, and works as 
a manufacturing engineer at Dzurik in Sartell. (Staples 
World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Two members of 
the Staples High School 
(SHS) Class of 1946 met  
at Lakewood Health Sys-
tem Care Center in Sta-
ples recently to celebrate 
their 80th class reunion. 
Pictured above with Sta-
ples Mayor Ron Murray 
(center) are Donna (Gree-
no) Miller, left, and Don 
Eddy, both of Staples.

Miller, 97, and Eddy, 
98, life-long friends, are 
the two remaining mem-
bers of their class, which 
graduated 70 students. 
They recalled that P.M. 
Atwood was the school’s 
superintendent in 1946, 
and Alice Hotchkiss was 
the principal. 

Following gradua-
tion from SHS, Donna 

and her late husband Pat Miller raised their family in Staples, attending the United 
Methodist Church where Donna was the pianist for over 60 years. Don shared that he 
went on to earn three college degrees in education - a bachelor’s at St. Cloud State 
University, a master’s at the University of Minnesota, and a doctorate at the University 
of N.D. He served in the Marine Corps for two years, taught Industrial Arts at St. Cloud 
State, and later returned to his hometown where he ran the Staples State Bank (now 
First International Bank and Trust) and served as mayor at one time. Don is a member 
at Verndale Alliance Church. 

Friends and family members were in attendance to help the classmates celebrate 
their 80th reunion, as were Mayor Ron Murray and Staples-Motley High School Princi-
pal Debbie Ferdon, who presented Miller and Eddy with certificates of recognition that 
read, “In honor of your 80th class reunion and in recognition of your lasting connection 
to Staples High School. Your story is part of our history and your legacy continues to 
inspire generations of Cardinals.”  The certificates were signed by both Ferdon and 
Superintendent Shane Tappe.

Following the presentation, attendees enjoyed cake and other refreshments, as 
well as a time of visiting and looking through the 1946 Yearbook that Don had brought. 
The party was organized by Mike and Gloria Palmer of Staples, friends of both Miller 
and Eddy. (Staples World photos by Dawn Timbs)

SHS Class of 1946 celebrates 80 years

With their certificates
Stpales-Motley High School Principal Debbie Fer-

don (standing) presented Donna (Greeno) Miller and Don 
Eddy with Cerficiates of Recognition.

From the 
‘46 yearbook

Seventy photos of 
seniors at Staples High 
School are in the 1946 
Yearbook,  inc lud ing 
those of Donna Greeno 
(top photo at right) and 
Don Eddy. Beside their 
photos is a list of their 
school activities. Don-
na and Don, the last re-
maining members of their 
class, both live in Staples.

Greg Weber welcomed, 
finally, to the planning 
and zoning commission



3aStaples World Wednesday, February 18, 2026News

Looking back

DEADLINES
Newspaper deadline for copy 

and advertising: 12 noon Fridays

75 Years ago - 1951 
o Feb. 15, 1951 - Elaine 

Marilyn Thompson, daugh-
ter of  Mr. and Mrs. H. T. 
Thompson of  Stapes, was 
chosen as valedictorian 
of  the 1951 senior class 
of  Staples high school at 
the end of  the first semes-
ter for her high scholastic 
standing. Miss Thompson 
has attended all 12 years of  
school in Staples.

Miss Joan Marie Sper-
ley, daughter of  Mr. and 
Mrs. John Sperley, also of  
Staples, has been awarded 
the second high honors of  
the senior class as salutato-
rian. She has also spent all 
12 years of  school here.

o Feb. 15, 1951 - Ray and 
Bob Heaser, sons of  Mr. and 
Mrs. R. Heaser of  rural 
Browerville, who are both 
members of  the United 
States Navy, recently met in 
Tokyo, Japan.

They spent the afternoon 
together in Tokyo. No other 
information is available at 
the present time.

 50 Years ago - 1976
o Feb. 12, 1976 - A bomb 

threat was received at 
the Motley Public School 
Monday morning of  this 
week, forcing the closing of  
the school for the remainder 
of  the day.

H. Lyle Jones, acting 
superintendent  at  the 
Motley school, reported to 
The World that the call came 
into the high school princi-
pal’s office about 10:38 a.m. 
and the caller said, “There 
is a bomb in your school.”

The message was relayed 
to Jones by the principal and 
they, along with Mrs. Alice 
Ahles, elementary princi-
pal, immediately ordered to 
evacuate the students to St. 
Michael’s Catholic Church, 
which place the school  has 
permission to use in the 
event of  an emergency. The 
school buses were called in 
and the students were taken 
home, with classes then 
being dismissed for the day.

Jones also notified the 
Morrison County Sheriff’s 
Office in Little Falls. The 
sheriff’s department, along 
with members of  the Motley 
Fire Dept. and school per-
sonnel conducted a search 
of  the entire building and 
found nothing. About 12:30 
p.m.,  the building was 
cleared for use by the inves-
tigating people. Morrison 
County authorities are con-
tinuing their investigation 
of  the incident.

o Feb. 12, 1976 - Two 
automobiles, which were 
stolen in the area in recent 
weeks,  have been recovered, 
according to information 
released today by authori-
ties.

Saturday evening, Jan. 
31, the auto, a 1957 Chev-
rolet, belonging to Del-
bert Geise of  Staples, was 
reported stolen from the 
parking lot at the River 
Inn, Aldrich. Giese’s son, Al 
Jenson, had driven the vehi-
cle to the River Inn where 
he is employed. 

Authorities recovered 
the automobile in Hills-
boro, N.D. Feb 1 and three 
juveniles from Staples were 
arrested at Hillsboro and 
held for Wadena County 

authorities.
Staples Police reported 

that a 1970 Dodge, belonging 
to Mark Henagir of  Bertha, 
was stolen late Saturday 
evening, Jan. 31, from the 
Mueller Motor Company. 
The vehicle had been left 
there for repair and was 
parked outside the building.

H. Michael Carr, chief  of  
police, said that the vehicle 
was found stalled on Hwy 
10 Sunday morning, Feb. 1, 
and that a petition has been 
signed against a juvenile 
from Staples in connection 
with the unauthorized use 
of  a motor vehicle and the 
youth will be appearing in 
juvenile court.

o Feb. 12, 1976 - Shelly 
Lelwica, a member of  the 
Golden Gophers 4-H club, 
Staples, won first place and 
a blue ribbon in the Junior 
Division of  the 4-H Public 
Speaking Contest  held at 
Wadena Jan. 19. The title 
of  the speech was “What I 
Hope to Learn  in 4-H.” Fif-
teen 4-H’ers competed in the 
contest.

This is the second consec-
utive year that Miss Lelwica 
has captured the first place 
award in the junior division 
of  the contest. She received 
a $5 check from KWAD 
Radio, Wadena, as her prize. 
Shelly is the daughter of  
Dr. and Mrs. T. J. Lelwica of  
Staples.

 25 Years ago - 2001
o Feb. 15, 2001 - A major 

supper club and restaurant 
project proposed for the east 
end of  Staples got the city’s 
official blessing and a finan-
cial boost at the Staples City 
Council meeting Tuesday 
night. 

The council approved 
extension of  its existing 
Tax Increment Financing 
Development District and 
approved a Development 
Assis tance  Ag reement 
between the city and Kevin 
and Sue Jenkins. They are 
proposing to construct the 
DeerLodge Restaurant and 
banquet facility on property 
they are purchasing from 
Ellen Batcher and located 
south of  Highway 10 on the 
east city limits.

Their plans are to operate 
a restaurant with seating 
for 60 to 80 people and also a 
banquet hall that could seat 
up to 400. Their plans also 

include a parking lot and a 
new access road coming off  
the city’s 12th Street. Their 
site would be located just 
north of  First Avenue and 
east of  the city’s Railroad 
Park.

o Feb. 15, 1976 - Two local 
students have been honored 
as winners of  the Lions 
International Peace Poster 
contest, sponsored locally 
by the Staples ‘93 Lions 
Club. Katie Jacobson was 
the winner among sixth 
grade students at Sacred 
Heart School, while Saman-
tha Rosenthal was judged 
the best among entries sub-
mitted by members of  Girl  
Scout Troop 607. Each win-
ning poster has been sub-
mitted to the next level in 
the worldwide contest. 

o Feb. 15, 2001 - The many 
volunteer activities and 
contributions to Centen-
nial Auditorium of  Dave 
Nordell and of  his business, 
Nordell Graphic Commu-
nications, were recognized 
at the Sunday afternoon 
performance at Centennial. 
Nordell has donated his 
time as a graphic designer 
in designing programs and 
ads for the Auditorium, as 
well as donating materials. 

o Feb. 15, 2001 - Sports 
headlines included: Car-
dinal wrestlers looking at 

section matchups after long 
week; Cardinal boys (basket-
ball) finish 1-1 against C-I, 
Fergus Falls; Cardinal girls 
(basketball) down Detroit 
Lakes 57-51 in thriller; Katie 
Palmer earns Mid State All 
Conference gym(nastics) 
honors.

10 Years ago - 2016
o Feb. 18, 2016 -  The Sta-

ples Motley High School 
Music Department pre-
formed at the MMEA (Min-
nesota Music Educators 
Association) Midwinter 
Clinic Feb. 11, at the Min-
neapolis Convention Center. 
The SM music groups audi-
tioned as a department and 
were invited to perform. 
These groups included the 
SMHS Symphonic Band, 
directed by Jeff  Iverson, the 
A Cappella Choir, directed 
by Steve Hoemberg; and 
the Chamber Orchestra, 
directed by John Koop-
mann. This was only the  
third time in 20 years that 
all three music groups from 
one school were asked to 
present at the clinic and 
the first time for a music 
department from a small 
town. The SM music groups 
were accompanied by pia-
nist Sandy Paskewitz.

- o - 
Compiled by

Dawn Timbs
- o - 

Last week’s mystery photo pub-
lished in the Jan. 29, 1976 edition of 
the Staples World featured members 
of the Staples High School Choir Pops 
Concert steering committee. Front row, 
from left: Deb Manning, Nancy Sadusky, 

Steve Gardner, Pam Quance, Theresa 
Stilwell. Back row: Marn Longbella, Lar-
ry Dumpprope, Curt Kaler, John Lauer, 
Kathy Tomsich. The senior high choirs 
were directed by Stanley Carlson and 
Melissa Hobson. 

Mystery solved

Mystery photo
Hello readers. This week’s archive photo is from 

1985. Do you know who these people are and perhaps 
the context of the photo? Do you have a memory to 
share? Email your answers and where you’re from to 
dtimbs@staplesworld.com by Friday, or call 218-894-
1112. The answers will be published in next week’s 
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Judy Wolak of  Staples 
correctly identified every-
one in the mystery photo 
from Feb. 4,  originally 
published in the Feb. 1, 
2001 edition of  the Staples 
World. The photo featured 
cast members from Staples 
Motley High School who 
earned top honors at the 
Sub Section 24 One-Act 
Play contest. The cast mem-

bers were Chantelle Miner, 
Martin Brenny, Julia Nytes, 
Tom Craft. They performed, 

“For Whom the Southern 
Belle Tolls,” which was 
directed by alumnus Tom 
Vasecka, Wolak recalled. 

Unfortunately, Wolak’s 
name had not been included 
in the responses from read-
ers. The Staples World 
regrets the error. 

Mystery photo correction

On January 26, 2026, 
approximately 5:18 p.m., 
the Todd County Sheriff’s 
Dept. (TCSO) responded 
to a report of  a gas drive-
off  from the Seven Oaks 
Express Convenience Store 
in Bertha.

Todd County Deputies 
later located the suspect 
vehicle traveling Eastbound 
on Cty Rd 24. When Depu-
ties attempted to initiate a 
traffic stop, the vehicle fled. 
A short time later, the sus-

pect vehicle left the roadway 
and crashed into the ditch 
on 215th Ave. The suspect 
was identified as Michael 
Allyn Fitzherbert, 27, of  
Browerville. Deputies took 
Fitzherbert into custody 
without further incident. 

Fitzherber t  was not 
injured but was evaluated 
by EMS personnel at the 
scene as a precaution. TCSO 
was assisted by Bertha Fire 
and EMS personnel.

Todd County 
Sheriff’s report

Long Prairie Police
Ambarly Renandez Nunez, Long 

Prairie. Driving without a valid license 
for vehicle class or type. Fine $100.

Edens JN Noel, Long Prairie. 
Driver fails to Stop at STOP Sign. 
Fine $50. Fee $85.

Jerry Jr. Pabon Padin, Long Prai-
rie. Driving after suspension. Fine 
$200. Fee $85.

Pierre Wiguens, Alexandria. Driv-
ing without a valid license for vehicle 
class or type. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Dept. of Natural Resources
Ethan James Hoffman, Grey 

Eagle. Fish and Game-Fishhouse, on 
ice without license. Fine $50. Fee 
$85.

Harley L. Lambright, Eagle Bend. 
Big game, fail to register deer as 
required. Fine $100. Fee $85.

John Rodney Leinen, Long Prai-
rie. Walleye regulation violation. Fine 
$50. Fee $85.

MN State Patrol
Austin Winsortye Butler, Brow-

erville. Unsafe equipment Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

Jeremy Francis Clasemann, Long 
Prairie. Leaking/unsecure load, Fine 
$60. Fee $85.

Thomas Michael Vance Haney, 
Zimmerman. Speed 79/70. Fine 
$40. Fee $85.

Steven Glenn Kneipp, Columbia 
City, IN. Speed 91/70. Fine $70. 
Fee $155.

Alexey Dmitri Konopatski, Hop-
kins. Speed 79/70. Fine $40. Fee 
$85.

Joshua Forkpae Konway, Fargo, 
ND. Speed 80/70. Fine $70. Fee 
$145. 

Olivia Raelynn Logan, Alexandria. 
Speed 79/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Erick Jael Perez Davila, Long 
Prairie. Speed 65/60. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

Lynnzee Kay Wold, West Fargo, 
ND. Speed 89/70. Fine $60. Fee 
$85.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Michael 
D. Leeser in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County January 
29, 2026.

Andrea Nerelly Gonzales, Cla-
rissa. 3rd Degree refusal to test. 
Sentenced. Local confinement (364 
days, stay 342 days for 4 yr credit for 
time served: 22 days). Supervised 
probation, 4 yr. Fine $400. Fee $75. 
4th degree driving under influence 
of alcohol. Dismissed. Open bottle 

possession. Dismissed. Driving after 
revocation. Dismissed. Careless driv-
ing. Fine $50.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Ellen L. 
Maas in Seventh District Court 
in Todd County January 29, 
2026.

Tanairis Diaz Morales, Little Falls. 
Driver must carry proof of insurance 
when operating vehicle. Dismissed. 
Driving without a valid license for 
vehicle class or type. DWI-4th 
degree driving while impaired. Dis-
missed. Operate any vehicle care-
lessly o street or highway. Sentenced. 
Local confinement (90 days, stay 0 
yr 0 mo 89 days for 1 yr credit for 
time served: 1 days). Supervised 
probation, 1 yr. Fine $425. Fee $75. 
DWI-operate motor vehicle-alcohol 
concentration 0.08 within 2 hours. 
Dismissed.

Jay Wilson Flass, Burtrum. Driv-
ing after cancellation. Continued. 
Local confinement (364 days, stay 
0 yr 0 mo 360 days for 2 yr credit 
for time served: 4 days. Supervised 
probation. Fine $100.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Gary 
R. Larson in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County February 
2, 2026.

Alyana Rose Roberts, Osakis. 
DWI-operate motor vehicle-alcohol 
concentration 0.08 within 2 hours. 
Sentenced. Local confinement (364 
days, stay 0 yr 0 mo 360 days for 
4 yr credit for time served: 4 days). 
Supervised probation, 4 yr. Fine $50. 
Fee $305.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Dwayne 
Knutsen in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County February 
3, 2026.

Katrina Naomi Skramstad, Mel-
rose. School bus. Fail to stop-pass 
bus-child outside. Continued. Unsu-
pervised probation, 6 mo. Fine $75

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Gary 
R. Larson in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County February 
3, 2026.

Isaha Milo Boe-Hopkins, Perham. 
Speed 75/65. Fine $50. Fee $75.

Zachariah Dean Johnson, Sta-
ples. Domestic assault. intentionally 
inflicts/attemps to inflict bodily harm 
on another. Dismissed.  Domestic 
assault-act to cause fear of immedi-
ate bodily harm or death. Dismissed. 

Todd Cty. court 
report Feb. 11

Disorderly conduct. Local confine-
ment (90 days, stay 0 yr 0 mo 63 
days for 1 yr credit for time served: 
27 days). Supervised probation, 1 yr. 
Fine $100. Fee $75.

Wanda Leonela Berroa Arias, 
Eagle Bend. School bus-fail to stop. 
Local confinement (10 days, stay 0 yr 
0 mo 0 days for 6 mo). Unsupervised 
probation, 6 mo. Fine $100.

Ty ler James Hoef fs-Gesme, 
Bertha. Driving after revocation.  Sen-
tenced. Local confinement (10 days, 
stay 0 0 mo 10 days for 6 mo). Unsu-
pervised probation, 6 mo. Fine $50. 
Fee $75. 

Troy Edward Mar tel l ,  Sauk 
Centre. DWI-4th degree driving while 
impaired. Dismissed. DWI-operate 
motor vehicle-alcohol concentration 
0.08 within 2 hours. Sentenced. 
Local confinement (90 days, stay 0 yr 
0 mo 89 days for 2 yr credit for time 
served: 1 day). Supervised probation, 
2 yr. Fine $200. Fee $100.

The following cases were 
heard before Seventh District 
Court in Todd County February 
4, 2026.

Nicholas James Spangler, St. 

Cloud. Disorderly conduct. Contin-
ued. Local confinement (90 days, 
stay 0 yr 0 mo 90 days for 1 yr). 
Supervised probation 1 yr. Fee $125.

Todd County Sheriff Dept. 
Raul Ysabel Alvarez Martes, Long 

Prairie. Speed 70/60. Fine $40. Fee 
$85.

 Ellie Ahna Dukowitz, Brower-
ville. Liquor-consumption by persons 
under 21. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Kris Melodi Edmiaston Rodriguez, 
Eagle Pass, TX. Speed 78/55. Fine 
$70. Fee $155.

Cristabel Marie Malave, Wadena. 
Driver must carry proof of insurance 
when operating vehicle. Fine $200. 
Fee $85. Driving after revocation. 
Fine $200.

Joshua Joseph Mathison, Brow-
erville. Speed 64/55. Fine $40. Fee 
$85.

Corissa Mae Oestreich, Brow-
erville. Driving after revocation. Fine 
$200. Fee $85. Driver must carry 
proof of insurance when operating 
vehicle. Fine $200. 

Gabrielle Rikke Marie Owens, 
Aitkin. Liquor consumption by per-
sons under 21. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Residents across Greater 
Minnesota now have more 
consistent ways to plan for 
and, in some cases, book 
and pay for public transit 
and intercity bus trips, the 
Minnesota Department of  
Transportation announced.

“This is a big step for 
Minnesota and for rural 
communities,” said MnDOT 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  N a n c y 
Daubenberger. “Transit 
agencies currently provide 
public transit services in 
all or part of  all 87 coun-
ties in Minnesota, but many 
people are not aware of  the 
services in Greater Minne-
sota or what their options 
are. This will allow resi-
dents and visitors through-
out Greater Minnesota to 
see their options and plan 
trips now or months into 
the future.”

This expansion builds 
on MnDOT’s efforts to help 
transit agencies make their 
services more visible and 
accessible. To complete 
the upgrade, MnDOT used 
nearly $500,000 in grant 
funding from the Minnesota 
Technology Modernization 
Fund, a $40 million fund 
established by the Legisla-
ture to help state agencies 
improve customer experi-
ence and efficiency.

Travelers can plan trips 
using the Transit app or the 
website mntransitplanner.
com, which allows people 
without smartphones to 
plan trips. More than 20,000 
Minnesotans are using the 
Transit app each month for 
public transit in Greater 
Minnesota. Prior to this 
recent expansion, only tran-
sit agencies in southern and 
western Minnesota were 
covered.

The multimodal trip 

planning is powered by 
standardized transit data. 
Transit agencies provide 
accurate and reliable trip 
information that is pulled 
into websites and apps so 
that travelers can plan trips 
statewide. 

MnDOT’s original pilot 
program with 12 rural Min-
nesota transit agencies 
launched in March 2023. 
Researchers from the Uni-
versity of  Minnesota stud-
ied the pilot phase and found 
that the transit agencies 
that used the Transit app 
saw a 4.2 percent increase in 
ridership compared to simi-
lar agencies that didn’t have 
this technology.

Rural transit
MnDOT recently added 

six rural transit agencies 
to the Transit app: Paul 
Bunyan Transit, Hubbard 
County Heartland Express, 
Prairie Lakes Transit, Prai-
rieland Transit,  Three 
Rivers Hiawathaland Tran-
sit and City of  Winona Tran-
sit.  The Department of  Iron 
Range Resource and Reha-
bilitation will add funding 
for Arrowhead Transit, 
including goMarti service, 
in Northeast Minnesota this 
spring. 

MnDOT will add the 
remaining 15 public tran-
sit agencies in Greater 
Minnesota by this summer, 
including Wadena County’s 
Friendly Rider.

MnDOT serves as the 
technical and coordina-
tion lead to convene transit 
agencies and technology 
vendors. Once the files are 
online, the Transit app and 
MnDOT’s website MnTran-
sitPlanner.com make these 
services available for trip 
searching by travelers.

MnDOT expanding trip 
planner to rural transit
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Election day for the Sta-
ples-Motley school referen-
dum is Tuesday, April 14.

Early voting begins Fri-
day, Feb. 27. District voters 
can vote in person at the 
Staples-Motley District Of-
fice at 905 4th Street NE in 
Staples, between 7:30 a.m.-4 
p.m. on weekdays.

District residents can 
also obtain mail-in ballots 
to be submitted by election 
day, April 14.

Letters
The Staples World will ac-

cept letters to the editor sub-
missions through the early 
voting period until Friday, 
March 27 for letters raising 
new topics, and allow a re-
sponse letter to that week’s 
newspaper to be submitted 
by Friday, April 3.

Because this is a commu-
nity issue and not a politi-
cal seat to be won, the Sta-
ples World will waive paid 
fees for letters. For politi-

cal offices, we treat letters 
as advertisements for the 
candidate and charge our 
advertising rate for those 
letters. We consider the 
school referendum to be a 
community issue so we will 
not charge the fee for refer-
endum letters.

Email letters to editor@
staplesworld.com, or by 
mail to PO Box 100, Staples, 
MN 56479. Letters should in-
clude your contact informa-
tion and city of  residence.

Referendum letters accepted 
through early voting period

By Brian Depew 
Center For Rural Affairs

While the presence and 
actions of  federal agents in 
Minnesota’s Twin Cities are 
a high-profile national news 
story, federal agents are ac-
tive in small cities and ru-
ral communities across the 
country. 

It can be easy for rural 
residents and rural poli-
cymakers to write off  the 
news streaming out of  Min-
neapolis as something hap-
pening elsewhere. While the 
headlines have emanated 
from large urban areas, dig 
deeper, and it becomes clear 
that federal agents are ac-
tive in rural areas, too. Con-
sider several news reports 
in just the last week.  

Observer video pub-
lished this weekend out of  
Saint Peter, Minn., shows 
three ICE agents reckless-
ly stopping a car and ap-
proaching the driver, a local 
woman. All three agents are 
masked and have their guns 
drawn and aimed at the 
driver. Her apparent crime 
was observing their activi-
ty from her car while driv-
ing on a public road in this 
town of  12,000 people. 

Federal  a g ents  a lso 
surged into largely rural 
Maine in the past two weeks, 
with activity re por ted 
throughout a large region 
of  the state. In Lewiston, 
Maine, a town of  37,000, 
WBUR reported that many 
residents opted to avoid 
school and work out of  fear 
of  being targeted. Family 
members, lawyers, and lo-
cal and state officials all re-
ported that many of  those 

detained in the state were 
legally present asylum seek-
ers with no criminal record. 

Multiple news outlets 
report that federal agents 
plan to arrive in Springfield, 
Ohio, in the coming days. 
Springfield is a town of  
58,000 residents, including 
15,000 Haitian immigrants 
who arrived with Tempo-
rary Protected Status, a pro-
tection granted by the U.S. 
government. The current 
administration has indi-
cated that it will allow the 
protection to expire on Feb. 
3. State and local officials 
anticipate a surge of  feder-
al officers to begin detain-
ing these heretofore legally 
present residents. Haitian 
immigrants make up 25 per-
cent of  the local population 
and have helped revitalize 
the local economy. 

Back in Minnesota, the 
state Farmers Union held a 
press conference to raise at-
tention to the impact federal 
agent activity is having on 
the agricultural workforce 
in the state. Gary Wertish, 
president of  the Minnesota 
Farmers Union, noted that 
federal agents have been 
active throughout the state. 
He reported a shortage of  
workers in some agricultur-
al processing plants as well 
as the restaurant industry. 
Again, he said, “You have 
workers who are afraid to go 
to work, even if  they have 
legal status.”

Center for Rural Affairs 
staff, too, have seen first-
hand how the rapidly chang-
ing federal enforcement 
climate is affecting com-
munities where we work. 
Heightened concern about 
being profiled or otherwise 

caught up in the current 
dragnet approach has led to 
residents who are scared to 
engage in public life, oper-
ate their businesses, or go 
to work.

A different way is 
possible

Rural America is often 
characterized as most-
ly white and a place with 
few newly arriving immi-
grants. Those of  us who 
work in small towns across 
the country know this gen-
eralization is not accurate. 
Accepting that, but for Na-
tive Americans, we are all 
immigrants to our places, 
newly arriving Americans 
have been making a home 
in and contributing to our 
small towns and rural com-
munities for decades, often 
breathing new life into local 
economies.

As new residents ar-
rived, the Center for Rural 
Affairs built programming 
to help both long-time res-
idents and newcomers cre-
ate welcoming communities 
where everyone can be a 
full participant in local civ-
ic, economic, and cultural 
life. Together, we have made 
great progress in building 
communities that are more 
welcoming, economically 
vibrant, and culturally di-
verse.

The federal government’s 
current actions threaten 
this progress. As we see 
from the above examples, 
masked and heavily armed 
agents are already present 
in small cities and rural 
towns. They are ensnaring 
citizens and non-citizens 
alike, legal residents, and 
children. These federal ac-

tions ignore basic law en-
forcement safety protocols 
and constitutionally rooted 
rights. Without a fundamen-
tal change, we’re likely to 
see more, not less, of  this 
in our communities in the 
months ahead.

The rule of  law underlies 
our individual and collec-
tive ability to do much of  
anything—start businesses, 
operate public institutions, 
and go about our personal 
lives. A breakdown in the 
basic tenets of  the law and 
the apparatus of  enforce-
ment has far-reaching and 
deleterious implications for 
our communities and the 
values that the Center ad-
vances.

These ought not be con-
troversial statements. They 
are deeply embedded Amer-
ican values, springing from 
the Constitution, and long 
held by the legislative, ad-
ministrative, and judicial 
branches of  government.

The current situation 
is neither fair nor just nor 
sustainable. A different way 
is possible. The Center has 
called on Congress to take 
action on comprehensive 
immigration reform for 
nearly two decades. The 
vast majority of  Americans 
support the same.

The decades-long failure 
to enact positive immigra-
tion law is actively harming 
rural communities. Com-
prehensive reform is nec-
essary to create a humane, 
sensible, and sustainable 
basis for immigration poli-
cy in our country. Enforce-
ment action must then also 
operate within the bounds 
of  the Constitution and our 
laws.

Immigration affecting rural America

Barb Dinkel Goodrich
Lead Advocate Domestic Violence/
Sexual Assault Services
Hands of Hope Resource Center Todd 
County

February is Teen Dating Violence 
Awareness Month, a time to address 
an issue that affects far too many 
young people. Research shows that 1 
in 3 teens in the U.S. will experience 
some form of  dating abuse—whether 
emotional, verbal, physical, or digi-
tal—before adulthood. 

One of  the most powerful ways to 
prevent dating violence is by teaching 
healthy relationship skills:

 Boundaries
Boundaries are personal limits 

that protect emotional and physical 
well-being. They might include how 
much time teens spend together, how 
they communicate, and what behav-
iors are acceptable.

 Trust
 Trust is built when both partners 

respect those boundaries, commu-
nicate honestly, and show reliability 
over time.

Unfortunately, many teens are nev-
er taught how to set boundaries or rec-
ognize when they are being crossed. 
This can leave them vulnerable to 
manipulation, control, or abuse. It is 

important that parents, and educators 
have open, judgment-free conversa-
tions with teens about what respect 
looks like when dating.

Today’s teens deserve relationships 
rooted in respect, trust, and safety. 
This month let’s commit to raising 
awareness, and empowering young 
people to set boundaries and expect 
nothing less than kindness and re-
spect from their partners. Awareness 
is the first step toward prevention – 
let’s take it together.

If  you or someone you know would 
like additional information regarding 
teen dating violence, or just want to 
talk, contact Hands of  Hope Resource 
Center at 320-732-2319 or 800-682-4547. 

Teen dating violence: teens need 
help with relationship boundaries

Township Day 
is March 10
On Tuesday, March 10, 

2026, residents of  Minne-
sota’s 1,776 townships will 
have a unique opportunity 
to take part in Township 
Day. This annual event al-
lows township residents to 
participate directly in local 

decision-making, a defining 
feature that sets township 
government apart.

Township Day annual 
meetings give residents a di-
rect voice in how their town-
ship is governed, including 
voting on important issues 
such as the upcoming year’s 
tax levy. It is a clear example 
of  grassroots democracy in 
action.

I encourage township 

residents to attend their 
annual meeting on Tuesday, 
March 10. Meeting times 
and locations are published 
in local newspapers or can 
be obtained by contacting 
your township clerk.

Jeff Krueger
Executive Director
Minnesota Association of 
Townships

Letter to the Editor

By Timo Rova
 
For more than 25 years, 

the Roadless Rule has qui-
etly achieved something ex-
traordinary: protecting our 
national forests while keep-
ing them open to the public. 
I know this not just as some-
one who values these lands, 
but as someone whose life 
has been shaped by them.

Since 2001, this policy has 
protected nearly 58 million 
acres of  national forests 
from new road construction 
and large-scale industrial 
development. This policy 
does not restrict access or 
enjoyment. Instead, it pre-
vents destructive, high-cost 
development that under-
mines ecological health and 
scenic beauty. The Roadless 
Rule has preserved the eco-
logical health and scenic 
beauty of  our forests with-
out restricting public access 
or enjoyment. It’s a quiet 
success story, and one we 
can’t afford to undo.

My family and I have 
fought fires for generations. 
These forests are our home 
and livelihood, and when 
you’ve stood on the front 
lines of  a wildfire, you un-
derstand what’s at stake. 
Roads and industrial devel-
opment don’t just destroy 
landscapes; they increase 
fire risk, which can threat-
en our communities. Re-
pealing the Roadless Rule 
would increase both, put-
ting lives, property, and eco-
systems at risk.

I’ve seen up close how 
quickly things can change 
when nature is disrupted. 
After the historic Boundary 
Waters blowdown in the late 
1990s, I worked with crews 
to clear hazardous fuels in 
the Superior National For-
est’s Roadless areas. Navi-
gating those storm-toppled 
woods reminded me that 
fire and wind shape our for-
ests as much as any policy. 
Targeted work—like pre-
scribed burns and sustain-
able logging—reduces wild-
fire risk, restores red and 
white pine, and supports 
local jobs. Importantly, the 
Roadless Rule does not im-
pede necessary ecological 
work, such as fuel reduc-
tion or maintaining access 
for fire crews. These are the 
kinds of  science-driven ac-
tions Roadless allows—and 
that our forests need.

But this isn’t just about 
fire. It’s about how these 
forests sustain life and 
livelihoods. I’m a hunter, 
and healthy forests mean 
healthy wildlife. It means 
clean water, clean air, and 
thriving ecosystems. It 
means jobs and stability for 
communities across north-
ern Minnesota, where tour-
ism and recreation aren’t 
luxuries; these protected 
lands are critical financial 
lifelines. When visitors 

come to hike, fish, or hunt, 
they’re looking for the wild 
beauty that makes these 
places special. Every new 
road carved into our wilder-
ness chips away at that.

These lands also hold 
deep meaning for Tribal 
Nations, including the Bois 
Forte Band of  Chippewa 
and other Ojibwe communi-
ties across the Great Lakes 
region. During my years 
with the Superior National 
Forest, I saw firsthand the 
importance of  honoring 
treaty rights—ensuring 
tribal members can hunt, 
fish, and harvest as they 
have for generations. True 
stewardship means keep-
ing these places whole and 
accessible, so that cultural 
traditions and spiritual con-
nections endure. The Road-
less Rule helps protect this 
continuity.

I grew up in a family 
with deep roots in this re-
gion, and I see these forests 
as more than a resource—
they’re a living legacy. Gen-
erations before me depend-
ed on these woods for timber, 
game, and fishing, living on 
the land with respect and 
reciprocity. Today, the Road-
less Rule protects not just 
the forest, but a way of  life 
rooted in observation, care, 
and connection to place. 
There is much to learn from 
the way those who came 
before us cared for our for-
ests—especially regarding 
fire and forest health.

Today, that balance is 
under threat. The Trump 
Administration argues 
that repealing the Roadless 
Rule would promote “active 
land management.” I agree 
that thoughtful manage-
ment is essential to forest 
health. However, tearing up 
long-standing protections to 
build more roads isn’t man-
agement. It’s short-sighted 
exploitation that benefits 
a narrow set of  interests 
while leaving communities 
to shoulder the risks and 
costs. True forest manage-
ment works with natural 
systems, not against them.

No policy is perfect, but 
the Roadless Rule’s purpose 
is sound: to protect what 
makes these places irre-
placeable. Undoing it would 
be a mistake for our forests, 
our communities, and our 
future.

Timo Rova is a retired 
wildland firefighter and former 
West Zone Fire Management 
Officer for the Superior 
National Forest. Born and 
raised in Minnesota, he 
spent 34 years fighting fire 
across the country, including 
nearly two decades as a 
smokejumper. He now lives 
near Ely, where he enjoys 
hunting, wild ricing, and 
sharing the beauty of public 
lands with his community.

Roadless Rule 
protects our 
way of life

Quote of  the week

“It is amazing what you can 
accomplish if  you do not care 

who gets the credit.”
— Harry S. Truman

Quote of  the week

“When you’re going through 
hell, keep going.”

— Winston Churchill
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• Visit Alaska’s the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center

• Cruise Glacier Bay and Wrangell St. Elias National Park

• Travel through the legendary Inside Passage

Tuesday, February 24, 2026
Serving 4:30-6:00

Come for the food, stay for the conversation. 
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples, MN 56479

w9c

Menu

Senior Nutrition 
Program

Call mornings (218-979-4118) 
the Thursday before to reserve 
next week’s meal(s) and cur-
rent suggested donation info. 
LSS Meals - traditional older 
adult menu. Menu is subject to 
change.

LOCATED AT: Staples Hi-
Rise, 615 4th St. NE, Staples. Se-
niors welcome to dine-in at 11:00 
a.m., with meal reservations. 

Staples
218-979-4118

Feb. 23 - Feb. 27
Monday - Country fried 

chicken,  cream g ravy, 
mashed potatoes, peas, 
sugar cookie, wheat bread, 
marg., 1% milk.

Tuesday - Beef  stew, sliced 
carrots, apple dump cake, 
biscuit, marg., 1% milk.

Wednesday - Oven roasted 
turkey/gravy, mashed pota-
toes, mixed veggies, ginger-
snap cookie, wheat bread, 
marg., 1% milk.

Thursday - Beef  goulash, 
mixed veggies, pumpkin 
bar, dinner roll, marg., 1% 
milk.

Friday - Tuna noodle cas-
serole, green beans, hot 
spiced peaches, vanilla pud-
ding/topping, dinner roll, 
marg., 1% milk.
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 The Staples Area Women’s Chorus 
will host their annual Our Voice Our 
Song festival Saturday, Feb. 28, at the 
Staples-Motley High School Legacy 
Gym. The concert begins at 7 p.m. and   
tickets will be available at the door. 
Ages five and under, free.

Our Voice, Our Song is an annual 
event that the chorus started in 2014. 
This year, a brand-new piece will be 
debuted as part of  this event. The 
choir has had a piece commissioned 
in honor of  long-time chorus mem-

ber Joyce Anderson, who passed away 
in 2023. Board President Amanda 
Mithun said that they are very excit-
ed to honor her and that the lyrics 
were written by her daughter, Jodi 
(Anderson) Schultz. They worked 
with a composer, Maryann Muglia 
Smith, who did a wonderful job of  ex-
pressing Joyce’s love of  life through 
music. 

The day will end with a concert for 
the public which will feature the com-
bined choir of  200 voices. In addition, 

featured choirs performing for the 
concert include the Colle Voce Choir 
from the Staples area, the Staples 
Area Women’s Chorus, Pillager High 
School as well as selected soloists.  

This event is made possible, in part, 
by the voters of  Minnesota, through a 
grant from the Five Wings Arts Coun-
cil, thanks to a legislative appropria-
tion from the Arts and Cultural Her-
itage Fund.

‘Our Voice, Our Song’ event Feb. 28, Staples

The Staples Area Women’s Chorus (SAWC) will 
host the ‘Our Voice, Our Song’ festival at Staples-Motley 
High School’s Legacy Gym on Saturday, Feb. 28. The 

event includes a concert at 7 p.m., which will feature 
area high school choirs, and the debut of an original 
piece, “I am Dance, I am Song.” (Submitted photo)

Staples Area Women’s Chorus to perform at festival

Mark Your 
Calendar

Staples-Motley Middle 
School recently announced 
their second quarter honor 
roll. 

A Honor Roll
Grade 8

Tenley Bartylla,  Ca-
leb Bestland, Alivia Bing-
ham, Easton Bitzer, Jack-
son Bitzer, Emma Borash, 
Lily Brichacek, Quinn 
Brichacek,  Maxx Carl -
son, Naudia Djuren, Lay-
la Dumpprope, Natalie 
D u m p p r o p e,  M a r i ’ ve l 
Duran, Kelsey Elfstrum, 
Katelyn Erickson, Mag-
gie Grunewald, Danielle 
Hanson, Piper Hanson, 
Meredith Hoemberg, Ad-
dyson Holst, Annabella 
Hurtig, Aubrey Lund, Ryan 
Macheel, Lucille Maros, 
Levi Mumm, Berkley Nel-
son, Nathan Nelson, Pay-
ton Nelson, Charlie Noska, 
Carter Odden, Angelina 
Paklonsky, Benjamin Rut-
ten, Leiten Rychner, Chadia 
Schultz, Elise Trif, Jocelyn 

Vogt, Joshua Winter, Jr., 
Madisyn Zetah.

Grade 7
Phaedra Arndt, Paislee 

Boozell, Ashlynn Borntrag-
er, Kamryn Brenna, Nathan 
Huwe, Ryleigh Johnson, 
Mia Kriesel, Reed Leach, 
Zane Leach, Timothy Lind, 
Alexis  Odden,  Camrik 
Tappe, Corey Wojciechows-
ki, Anna Zolotoryova.

Grade 6
Emily Beard,  Kaiya, 

Breen, Isaiah Detloff, Ada-
lynn Dewald,  Hugo El-
lingsen, Eva Greenwaldt, 
Mayzelle Hanson, Willow 
Hines,  Dakota Karjala, 
Andrew Larsen, Elliana 
Mumm, Leah Nelson, Rob-
ert Owen, Jr., Ava Roline, 
Ro m a n  Ro s s - S u l l iv a n , 
Tristan Samborski, Benja-
min Santos, Bennett Sonen-
stahl, Dominic Thiede, Re-
ese Thompson, Zara Vogel, 
Anna Warner, Annika We-
ber.

Grade 5
Emily Bounds,  Aub-

ry Bunn, Arlo Capistrant, 
Shelby Cavegn, Lilah Dot-
tenwhy, Lacey Elfstrum, 
Cullen Fraundorfer, James-
en Hansen, Finnegan Han-
son, Allison Hoppe, Ava 
Kroll, Makenna Lang, Cor-
vyn Mudek, Piper Noska, 
Elizabeth Potter, Woodroe 
Rassler, Frances Reese, 
Kolton Reese, Rose Roberts, 
Jacob Roelofs, Joseph Scha-
ren, Corlynn Tappe, Jaclyn 
Toepper, Edward Trout, 
Jackson Vangsness, Cygnus 
Walz, Emmitt Winter.

B Honor Roll
Grade 8

Adrianne Boyd, Kiera 
Chenoweth, Odin Davis, 
Patrick Eckert, Aubree 
Hove, Lalonie Kenyon, Ar-
thur Keplin, Zeva Kriesel, 
Brielle Mevissen, Llana 
Michel,  Blake Mongan, 
Brayden Moore, Brennen 
Sonenstahl, Aubrey Suomi, 
Lydia Tkalcich, Tayden 
Weite, Abiri Ziegler, Lon-
don Ziegler.

Grade 7 
E ve re t t  A l l e n ,  E m i -

ly Becker, Kalliemae Co-
rey, Tyler Daly, Nevaeh 
Elifrits, Brooke Georges, 
Talia Graves, Harrison 

Grunewald, Mavis Haeh-
nel, Katherine Hopper, Lo-
gan Jares, Savannah Kirby, 
Lane Laney, Porter Lehner, 
Charlie Maros, Isaac Nor-
ring, Lylianne Nurnberger, 
Breydl Orozco, Alexandria 
Pearson, Parker Sharpe, 
Taija Shequen, Brynn Ste-
vens, Makenna War ner, 
Jayden Wilson.

Grade 6
Danni Borash, Claire 

Dolezal, Charlee Dukowitz, 
Tyler Fraundorfer, Amer-
lia Hoemberg, Jeffrey Hru-
za, Brekken Kuhns, Evan 
Lehner, Aidan Lovsness, 
Gustavo Lozano, John Men-
doza Hernandez, Jace Odd-
en, Canden Sirucek, Jayce 
Wilson, Axel Young, Derek 
Zimmerman.

Grade 5
A n d r e a  B o r n t r a g e r, 

Asher Carry, Riley Carter, 
Graham Davis, Owen Er-
ickson, Jocelyn Fonteyn, 
Lilly Holmberg, Lyncoln 
Laney, Adrian Luna San-
tiago, Tia Mertens, Asher 
Moose, Mara Pesta, Blake 
Robinson, Edwin Rodri-
guez-Reyes, Caleb Schmidt, 
Easton Seely, Chloe Siltman, 
Isabel Sturm-Hughes, Co-
din Sullivan, Emma Tau-
ring, Brooks Twardowski, 
Kara Vejtasa, Jagger Vogt.

Staples-Motley
Middle School honor roll

Feb. 20
WoMen’s oPen aa recov-

ery MeeTing Fridays in per-
son, 10:30 a.m., Motley Free 
Methodist Church (lower 
level), 33 Wellwood St. E. 
Motley. All women welcome.

Feb. 22
celebraTe recovery grouP 

MeeTings  Sundays, 6 p.m., 
at Motley Free Methodist 
Church, 33 Wellwood St. E., 
Motley.

Feb. 24
care MinisTry Free Meal   

Tuesday, Feb. 24, 4:30 - 6 p.m., 
at Staples Assembly of  God 
Church, 914 3rd Ave. NE. 
The free meals are held on 
a monthly basis to promote 
fellowship, connection and 
nourishment. 

Wadena counTy rePubli-
cans MeeTing   Tuesday, Feb. 
24, 7 p.m., at the Wadena 
VFW. Guest speaker will be  
Nate George. Come early 
and visit with like-minded 
people.

exPerience sTrengTh and 
hoPe aa grouP MTgs in sTa-
Ples   Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m., 
at Church of  Christ, 27343 
490th St., Staples. For info., 
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

Do you like puzzles? Come, try the Underwater 
Escape Room at the Staples Public Library. For ages 
16 to adult. Teams have 30 minutes to escape the room 
by putting all the clues together. The Escape Room is 
open through Feb. 28 during library hours. Call 218-
894-1401 to sign up a team.Sponsored by the Staples 
Friends of the Library. (Submitted photos)

Escape Room at Staples Library
Candace and Cameron Fritz

Daniel Douts State Farm team: left to right, Becky, 
Dan and Jacob. 

Future Cardinals
Allison Vangsness, Staples-Motley Middle/High 

School teacher and student council advisor, attended 
the recent SnoDaze Coronation event at Centennial 
Auditorium with her twin daughters Piper (left) and Tes-
sa. The babies were born this past December to Allison 
and her husband Wade Vangsness.  (Staples World 
photo by Dawn Timbs)



Staples Worldife C6a Wednesday, February 18, 2026 L urrents

“How do Truth and Love Live and Work Together?”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

Staples Area Church Directory

Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Adult Bible Study ..........................6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Sunday Worship Service ...................8:30 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org 
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
Pastor Joshua Jeresek
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA ....................218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
 Sunday Worship ............................8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775
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***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com. 
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.
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Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775
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***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com. 
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.

Sometimes, we’re tempted to live in extremes rather 
than the more difficult, but life giving way of balance. 
This is true in the worlds of truth and love.

The apostle Paul in Ephesians 4:15 calls followers of 
Jesus to speak “the truth in love.” Given that Scripture is 
“God-breathed,” it follows that whatever God says in the 
Bible is correct and dependable.

I remember hearing something to the effect that “truth 
without love is a hammer. Love without truth is a marsh-
mallow.” The “experts in the law” in the New Testament 
were very insistent upon declarations without compas-
sion. Jesus described this as “loading people down with 
burdens they can hardly carry, and you yourselves will 
not lift one finger to help them” (Luke 11-46).

But equally dangerous is the direction of “telling peo-
ple only what they want to hear in the name of love.” In II 
Timothy 4:3, the apostle Paul describes this as “people 
gathering teachers around them to say what their itching 
ears want to hear.”

Our Lakewood Health System continues to be a great 
illustration of putting both truth and love together. We 
implicitly understand (and hopefully agree) that we look 
to our attending medical staff as both a source of need-
ed wisdom and compassion. When I’ve had something 
that’s wrong, I don’t need a medical person to just tell 
me something easy that misses the point of the health 
problem. I go in to get checked out, knowing that I may 
not always hear welcomed news. Yet, I need the un-
welcome new (diagnosis) in order to then move into a 

prescriptive solution. Hopefully, I’m open to engaging 
the needed changes that are called for. This is all “truth 
in love” in action.

Dr. Scott Jensen, M.D. in his 2025 book, “Relation-
ships Matter” quotes Adrian Rogers when he says “it’s 
better to be divided by truth than to be united in error. 
It’s better to speak the truth that hurts and then heals, 
than falsehood that comforts and then kills. It’s better to 
be hated for telling the truth than to be loved for telling 
a lie. It’s better to stand alone with the truth, than to be 
wrong with a multitude. It’s better to ultimately succeed 
with the truth than to temporarily succeed with a lie.”

In one season of ministry when all seemed to be going 
well, it struck me that it would be good to put up in my 
office Luke 6:46 which is Jesus’ words of warning. “Woe 
to you when everyone speaks well of you, for that is how 
their ancestors treated their false prophets.” The timing 
of putting this up was uncanny in light of what unexpect-
edly unfolded in the next 72 hours, two men, indepen-
dently and unbeknown to the other, came separately into 
my office to make sure I knew how terrible my ministry 
was. We can all use our wings clipped from time to time.

Jesus, lived out Truth in Love perfectly at the cost 
of His cross. Let’s care deeply about discovering what 
“truth in love” is within each of our own daily lives. We 
can only BE about that kind of living when we know 
Jesus as our personal Savior and Master, drawing upon 
His Spirit moment by moment.
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9:00 a.m.

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Mass: Sunday......................................8:30 a.m.

Father JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310
Father Greg Sauer

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314  
Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310   
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314   Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310    Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314   Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310    Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Verndale

MASS: Saturday

St. Ann’s Catholic Church
514 1st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314   Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310    Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Mass: Sunday...................................10 a.m.Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

218-631-1598
Catholic Church

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

Needing/Wanting a 
 Granite Memorial

 FOR YOUR FAMILY?
I can help!
Diane M. 
Hahn

30 years serving 
our area! 

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685 
or 218-640-2341

Online bir ths remOved 
at the request Of lakewOOd 
health system.

Hello World Obituaries

Sandra (Sandy) Louise 
Smith, 79, of  Staples, passed 
away peacefully on Febru-
ary 8, 2026.

Memorial services were  
held February 13, at Thom-
astown Covenant Church in 
Staples. 

Sandy was born January 
18, 1947 to Danvy and Beth 
Powell. She grew up in Big 
Falls where she lived at the 
logging camp and attended 
elementary school. She 
graduated from Littlefork 
High School in 1965. Con-
tinuing her education, she 
attended Brainerd Tech-
nical College, where she 
studied dental assisting and 
graduated in 1968.

In 1969, Sandy moved to 
Staples, where she married 
Bill Smith in 1970 and built 
a life rooted in family, com-
munity and service.

Sandy was an amaz-
ing woman whose life was 
defined by her caring heart 
and the many ways she 
showed up for the people 
around her. She had a spe-
cial gift for sewing and 
poured love into every 
stitch, whether quilting 
with dear friends, creating 
for her family, or donating 
handmade shirts to cancer 
patients to help bring them 
comfort during treatment.

Throughout her l i fe, 
Sandy was hardworking 
and dedicated. She worked 
at Carter Ringer,  Pine 
County, Homecrest, Fair 
Oaks Lodge while serving 
her community, subbing for 
Staples-Motley School dis-
trict. Wherever she worked, 
she was known for her reli-
ability, kindness and strong 
work ethic.

S a n dy  w a s  a c t ive l y 
involved in her church 
and spent many years as 
a member of  the Leader 
Lions. She cherished time 
spent with her quilting 
ladies, where friendship, 

laughter and purpose were 
always shared.

S h e  w a s  a  d evo t e d 
mother, grandma and great-
grandma. Nothing brought 
her more joy than support-
ing her children and grand-
children in all they did. 
Sandra had a deep love for 
cardinals, which brought 
her comfort and happiness 
throughout her life.

Sandra is survived by two 
sons, Mike Smith of  Frazee 
and Brian (Heidi) Smith 
of  Staples; one daughter, 
Shelly (Gil) Miller of  Sta-
ples; seven grandchildren, 
Christina Smith, Jeremy 
(Tori) Miller, Ashley (Josh) 
Ruzicka, Mathew Miller, 
Kaitlyn Smith, Eli Smith, 
and Kevin Miller;  five 
great-grandchildren, Alice 
Miller,  Jackson Bacon, 
Sonora Miller, Jameson 
Miller and Stella Miller; 
two sisters, Janet Jones and 
Rosie Johnson; one brother, 
Dwight (Dixie) Powell and 
many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; first 
husband, Robert Bensch 
and her beloved husband of  
55 years, Bill Smith.

Sandy will be deeply 
missed and lovingly remem-
bered by all who knew her.

Arrangements were pro-
vided by Brenny Family 
Funeral Chapel, Staples.
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Sandra Smith

Robert “Bob” Mathew 
Shea, 64,  of  St.  Cloud, 
passed away peacefully Feb-
ruary 14, 2026, after a short 
illness.

Funeral services will be 
held Friday, February 20, 
2026, at 2:00 p.m. at Brenny 
Family Funeral Chapel, Sta-
ples. Visitation will take 
place one hour prior to ser-
vices at the chapel.

Interment will be held 
at a later date at Evergreen 
Hill Cemetery.

Bob was born May 15, 
1961 to his parents, Mathew 
and Beverly Shea in Wadena. 
He graduated from Staples 
High School with the Class 
of  1979. Bob was a man 
with an old soul, known 
for his artistic nature and 
his unique ability to turn 
almost anything into some-
thing meaningful. He loved 
all things music and had a 
deep appreciation for cre-
ativity and self-expression. 
He also appreciated old-
time movies and music.

Bob also found great 
peace in tending to his out-
door flowers, which thrived 
under his care - a reflection 
of  his patience, attentive-
ness and gentle spirit. In his 
working years, Bob found 
special joy in his time as 
a home health aide, espe-
cially cherishing the visits 
and conversations with the 
older individuals he cared 
for. Above all, Bob loved his 
family deeply. He had a kind 
and gentle spirit and will be 
greatly missed by all who 
knew and loved him.

Bob is survived by three 
sisters, Susan Shea, Karen 
(Glen) Mar r and Ellen 
(Neil) Kroger; two brothers, 
Tim (Jan) Shea and Kevin 
(Anita) Shea, along with 
many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents.

Arrangements are by 
the  Brenny Family funeral 
Chapel, Staples. 
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Robert Shea

Norma Jean Nielson, 
89, of  Sebeka, passed away 
February 10, 2026 at Lake-
wood Health System in Sta-
ples. 

Funeral services will 
be held at 11 a.m. Satur-
day, February 21, at the 
Nimrod Lutheran Church 
in Nimrod. Visitation will 
be held from 5 to 7 p.m. Feb. 
20 at the Wevley Funeral 

Home in Sebeka. Visitation 
will continue at the church 
one hour prior to the ser-
vices.  

Inter ment will be at 
West Lyons Cemetery in 
Lyons Township. 

To leave online condo-
lences visit www.wevleyfu-
neralhome.com.
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Norma Nielson

Student Achievements

m a d e l i n e  r u t h e r f O r d , 
Aldrich, recently gradu-
ated from the University of  
North Dakota with a Master 
of  Arts degree in Forensic 
Psychology.

addisyn CiChOs, Staples, 
has been named to the 2025 
Fall Semester President’s 
Roll of  Honor at the Uni-
versity of  North Dakota. 
To qualify, a student must 
have an overall cumulative 

grade point average of  3.80 
or higher. They must also 
have earned a minimum of  
30 semester hours and have 
completed a minimum of  
12 hours at the close of  the 
semester, eight of  which 
must be for traditional 
letter grades.

minnesOta state university 
mankatO has announced its 
2025 Fall Semester Dean’s 
List. To qualify for the High 

Honor List, students must 
achieve a grade point aver-
age of  4.0. To qualify for the 
Honor List, students must 
earn a grade point average 
of  3.5 to 3.99. Local students 
named include:

o  D r a k e  D u k o w i t z , 
Motley, High Honor List

o Jack Burm, Pillager, 
Honor List

o Dylan Lawrence, Sta-
ples, Honor List.

DEADLINE
for all classified 
ads and copy is 

12 noon Friday

For the
Staples World
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Front row from left, coach Mark Carlson, coach Eric Kramer, Cayden Neisen, Jackson Odden, Caden Kramer, Riley Reese, Colbe Tappe, Garrett Bjerga, Justin Olson, 
Camrik Tappe, coach Dan Bjerga, coach Shane Tappe; back row, Head Coach Jim Jackson, coach Holton Truax, Beau Carlson, Turner Beachy, Gage Bjerga, Luke Bjerga, 
Adrian Gomez, Reece Headley, Eli Greenwaldt, Zachary Tabatt, Seth Cossentine, Philip Rapp, Cooper Tappe, Jaden Rogers, coach Chris Dobson, coach Steve Jennissen. 
(Submitted photo)

Section 7A champions headed to state wrestling tournament

The Staples-Motley boys basketball team gets up to cheer during the game against Royalton, as Avandre Brand 
slame a basket through the hoop on a fast break. The Cardinals won four games last week, see story on page 11 a.

Lighting up the gym

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

The Staples-Motley boys 
wrestling team is heading 
back to the state meet for 
the third season in a row. 
The Cardinals had two shut-
outs to open the Section 7A 
tournament, then defeated 
rival Holdingford 46-16 in 
the championship match to 
qualify for state. The sec-
tion tournament was Feb. 14 
at Walker-Hackensack-Ake-
ley.

With their full team back 
for the first time since the 
beginning of  the season, 
the Cardinals defeated 
Crosby-Ironton 77-0 in the 
quarterfinals. They beat 
Walker-Hackensack-Ake-
ley/Nevis-Laporte 74-0 in 
the second round, with one 
lineup change, putting in 
Jayden Rogers at 107 pounds, 
where he earned a pin.

The two shutout wins put 
them into the championship 
match against Holdingford 
for the third year in a row. 
With a regular season win 
against Holdingford, the 

Cardinals were confident 
they would win, but they 
were also cautious.

“They are the team that 
matches up the best against 
us, probably in the whole 
state,” said wrestler Luke 
Bjerga.

“Anything can happen,” 
said Riley Reese. “Two 
years ago we upset Hold-
ingford. We shouldn’t have 
beaten them but we did. The 
same thing could happen to 
us.”

With that in mind, the 
Cardinals were confident 
they would win if  they wres-
tled the way they wanted to. 

“We kind of  knew we 
were going to beat them,” 
said Bjerga.

The championship match  
started with the best possi-
ble scenario, the Cardinals 
winning the first three 
matches with two pins and a 
major decision. By the end, 
Staples-Motley only lost 
four matches, all to the 1st, 
2nd or 3rd ranked wrestlers 
in the state. Garrett Bjerga 
pinned a ranked wrestler, 
and Eli Greenwaldt had a 

15-0 technical fall against 
another ranked wrestler. 
Luke Bjerga had a pin 
against a ranked wrestler, 
his second win this season 
against that same opponent. 

“He’s ranked fourth and 
I’m ranked third, so it is 
always a close match,” said 
Bjerga. I’ve been practicing, 
working hard, I go out there 
confident.”

Team state
The team win sent the 

Cardinal team to the state 
tournament for the third 
season in a row. 

“ We  we re  d e f i n i t e ly 
happy,” said Reese.

The Cardinals believe 
that they have improved 
since last year’s state title 
team. They will surely have 
the number one seed in this 
year’s state tournament and 
have confidence they can 
live up to that ranking.

“Last year we only lost 
two seniors,” said Bjerga. 

“We feel we’re stronger this 
year.”

He pointed out that the 
two starters this year have 
reached as high of  a level as 

the wrestlers they replaced. 
“Justin Olson is solid, he 
has only lost a few matches, 
and Zach Tabatt lifted all 
summer, he went from not 
starting to a top five wres-
tler in the state.”

With solid wrestlers at 
every weight, Staples-Mot-
ley believes they can coun-
teract the other top teams in 
Class A. 

“We’ve done the math, 
the other teams don’t match 
up as well as Holdingford,” 
said Bjerga. Their strong 
wrestlers are where our 
strong wrestlers are, and we 
feel we don’t have any weak 
spots. But we know we can’t 
get too cocky.”

The Cardinals are look-
ing forward to showing 
what they can do at state.

“The state meet is the 
highlight of  the season,” 
said Reese. “It can be a grind 
with some harder times 
during the season, but at 
state we can loosen up and 
have fun with wrestling.”

State wrestling has a new 
format this year, with team 
matches on Wednesday, Feb. 

25, starting at 4 p.m. and the 
team placing matches on 
Thursday, Feb. 26, starting 
at 4 p.m. again. Individual 
matches will be Thursday 
morning and all day Friday 
and Saturday.

The Cardinal wrestlers 
said they are not in favor 
of  the new format, which 
mixes team and individual 
and has four straight days 
of  weigh-ins for those doing 
both.

Individual section
The individual section 

wrestling tournament will 
be held at the Staples-Mot-
ley gym, The Nest, on Friday, 
Feb. 20, starting at 10:30 a.m. 

The top two placers at 
each weight bracket qualify 
for the state meet.

“We have one of  the hard-
est sections in the state,” 
said Bjerga. “Some of  the 
weights are stacked, but we 
think everyone has a chance 
to qualify.”

Bjerga has three ranked 
wrestlers in his 189 pound 
weight class and Reese has 
the state’s second ranked 
172 pound wrestler who beat 

him 9-2 in the section team 
tournament.

“It was closer than the 
score, I have some things to 
work on this week to clean 
up, then I look forward to 
a rematch with him,” said 
Reese.

That type of  weekly 
improvement is what the 
Cardinals have been work-
ing on all season. 

“We are supposed to be 
the best team in the state, 
but we can still improve 
every day,” said Reese.

Team results
Section 7A team cham-

pionship
Staples -Motley  46 , 

Holdingford 16
107 Garrett Bjerga W fall, 

114 Justin Olson W 8-0, 121 
Caden Kramer W fall, 127 
Turner Beachy L 12-2, 133 
Cayden Neisen W 19-4 tf, 
139 Gage Bjerga W fall, 145 
Elijah Greenwaldt W 15-0 tf, 
152 Beau Carlson L 17-3, 160 
Colbe Tappe W 21-6 tf, 172 
Riley Reese L 9-2, 189 Luke 
Bjerga W fall, 215 Reece 
Headley L fall, 285 Adrian 
Gomez W 10-4

Cardinals dominate Section 7A, qualify for state

The Staples-Motley girls 
basketball team won their 
road game at Pillager on 
Feb. 10, then lost three 
games the rest of  the week, 
7740 against Perham, 65-53 
at Park Rapids and 67-23 at 
Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton.

A g a i n s t  P i l l a g e r, 
Hannah Cole scored 12 
points in the first half  to 
get the Cardinals off  to a 
25-18 lead. In the second 
half, Chloe Larson scored 
all 15 of  her points as the 
team’s lead narrowed, but 
they stayed ahead by two 
points.

Against Park Rapids, 
the Cardinals were fouled 
constantly, making 20 of  
32 free throws, But that 
defensive pressure kept 
them from overcoming 
their conference rival.

With the win over Pil-

lager, the Cardinals moved 
up in the section rankings 
towards a spot for the 
10th seed in Section 7AA. 
In that case, they would 
play the 7th seed in the 
first round of  the playoffs, 
which is currently Esko.

Team results
Staples-Motley 42, 

Pillager 40
Scoring: Chloe Larson 

15, Hannah Cole 14, Clara 
Maros 9, Sophia Luna 3, 
Addison Potter 1

Staples-Motley 40, 
Perham 77

S c o r i n g :  L u n a  1 5 , 
Larson 10, Cole 8, Potter 4, 
Maros 3

Staples-Motley 53, 
Park Rapids 65

Scoring: Larson 19, Cole 
12, Luna 10, Maros 9, Potter 
3

Cardinals get 
big basketball 
win at Pillager
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Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $9.85 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 25¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $25.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 25¢ = _______
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 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors brought 

to our attention after the second publication. 
We are not responsible for errors due to 

illegible copy or missing punctuation. 
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City ___________________ State ____  Zip ____________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

Looking for a
good deal?

Check out the 
Staples
World

Classifieds                                     Week of February 15, 2026             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

        
MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY

LIVESTOCK SALE MISCELLANEOUS

EMPLOYMENT

PRIZED LONGHORNS 
Complete liquidation sale. Pure-
bred, grass-fed, healthy. 12 bulls, 
20 cows. Detailed lineage upon 
request. BrokenPineLonghorns.com

 
FULL TIME NIGHT CUSTODIAN 

Night shift, 2:00-10:30PM, M-F, during 
school year. Daytime hours in summer. 
Salary Range: $15.36-$21.50, additional 
$0.65 shift diff erential on night shifts. Year 
round, 12-month position. Apply now: 
www.applitrack.com/isd876/onlineapp

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER 
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data 
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983 

Statewide 
Advertising

ONLY 
$279

Call Today!
612/332-8844

CONSTRUCTION
P RO F E S S I O NA L

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 
DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTO

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*
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*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/internet. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.

cl
25

tfc

PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
9-

12
c

cl
32

tfc

Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
39

tfc

Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts

SW
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

RESIDENTIAL AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIAL 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

CELL 218-838-0581

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

classif. weekly folder on public: 2024 SD changed wk#41   6X10.25”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE 

Ultimate Septic Service LLC 
David Odden - Owner/Operator 

Services:
•Septic Pumping •Jetting 

•Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic 

pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

218-296-5006
Mandi Polito
Accountant

mandipolito1384@gmail.com
138 4th St., Staples, MN 56479
PO Box 95, Staples, MN 56479

Mandi’s Accounting Services
Tax Prep • Bookkeeping • Payroll

•Financial Planning

Staples World4b Thursday, October 22, 2009

Please mail completed form and payment to:
Staples World, Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______ 

Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $7.25 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $16.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______
 Add $3 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED _______
 indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized

 Add $10 for Blind Box _______
 TOTAL enclosed _______ 

“Card of Thanks” and “In Memoriam” are 20¢ per word with 
no minimum. Number of words ____ x 20¢ = _______ 
 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors 

brought to our attention after the second 
publication. We are not responsible for errors due 

to illegible copy or missing punctuation. 

Name ____________________ Phone ______________

Address  ______________________________________

City ___________________ State ____  Zip _________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

Classifications

Place your Classified Ad 
for only $725/wk.

Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat Sunday in the

taples orldS W

S
u
n
d
a
y

Both publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DEADLINE:  5 p.m. Monday

The publishers liability for errors in an advertisement or for failure to 
publish the ad shall be limited to publishing the ad in a subsequent issue 
or for the refund of any monies paid for an ad not run (and out of date for 
subsequent issues) providing the advertiser reports the error or omission 
immediately after it occurs.

All advertising copy is subject to the approval of the general manager. 
We will not accept ads from anyone with a past due account.

Regarding sex or age preference in help wanted advertising in accor-
dance with the rules adopted by the Civil Rights Commission, the Staples 
World, Sunday Square Shooter and Heartland Market cannot accept help 
wanted advertising copy which in any way expresses a sex or age prefer-
ence on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement unless the 
advertiser files an affidavit with the newspaper justifying the sex or age 
preference on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement.

All real estate and rental advertising in these publications is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which made it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin or any intention to make any such preference limi-
tation or discrimination.” These publications will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate or rental which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

The Fine Print

lassifiedsC
NOTICES

101

Card of Thanks
We wish to thank all 

who made our 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary so mem-
orable. Special thanks 
to Father Scott for his 
prayers and blessing. To 
all of  our children, grand-
children,  g reat -g rand-
children and our friends 
for their cards and phone 
calls. God bless all of  you.
 Ken and Kathy 
 Richardson
 41p

103
Lost and Found

FOUND: after Firearm 
Safety Field Day, Oct. 10, 
black/grey fur bomber hat 
and camo shooting gloves, 
green wool gloves, black 
gloves/grey trim, pair of  
prescription glasses/dark 
frame. To pick up call Ham-
bergs Auto Repair at 218-
894-2255. All items will be 
donated after Oct. 31. 41x

106
Personals

WANTED: Female com-
panion, active, sense of  hu-
mor, likes sports, movies, 
dining out. Write and in-
clude phone #, P.O. Box 72, 
Staples, MN 56479. If  you 
have responded–Send 
again, as the Post Offi ce 
forgot to put a name on 
box No. 72.  34-43p

49 yr.  old Brainerd 
man, looking for 35-50 yr. 
old woman. 218-838-4110.
 41-43p

SERVICES & 
EMPLOYMENT

202
Childcare 
Providers

KIDS KOUNTRY KAS-
TLE now has infant, tod-
dler and pre-school open-
ings. A lot of  pre-school 
activities scheduled indoor 
and outside, 27 years of  ex-
perience, training includ-
ing CPR and First Aid. On 
PCI food program and have 
a daily assistant. This is a 
loving, nurturing environ-
ment located in the safety 
and security of  the coun-
try. Call Deb at 218-894-2103.
 40-43p

N E W  DAY  C A R E 
NOW OPEN - BUSY BEE 
CHILD CARE: Calm, fun, 
loving home close to 3M in 
Staples. Nutritious meals 
(including homemade baby 
food), have structured and 
free play that focuses on 
their development. All ages 
welcome. Call Susannah @ 
218-296-1752. 41-44p

205
Help Wanted

MYSTERY SHOPPERS 
Earn up to $100/day. Under-
cover shoppers needed, to 
judge retail and dining es-
tablishments. Experience 
not required. 888-727-0603.
 40-43p

WANTED:  Good par-
ents who want to become 
even better parents. Join 
us at our free Circle of  Par-
ents group each Monday 
evening, from 6:30-8 p.m. 
in the Staples Elementary 
School Library. Free child-
care. For more information, 
call Bob at 218-640-7035. 41p

The Wadena County 
Highway Department is 
taking applications to cre-
ate an eligibility list for 
possible future hiring of  
individuals to fill Main-
tenance Worker III posi-
tions in the Maintenance 
Division. This is a FT per-
manent position within 
the department. The pri-
mary role of  this position 
is to safely perform gener-
al road and bridge mainte-
nance activities in variable 
work environments. Gen-
eral maintenance activi-
ties shall include but not 
be limited to truck driv-
ing for snow removal and 
ice control, crack sealing, 
crack and pothole filling, 
roadside vegetation con-
trol, gravel shouldering, 
road re-graveling, culvert 
installation, sign main-
tenance light and heavy 
equipment operation, as-
sisting in routine servic-
ing and maintenance of  
equipment and trucks, 
and working with hand 
and shop tools. Qualifi ca-
tions: The requirements 
for this position are: High 
school diploma - CDL driv-
er license. Compensation: 
this position is a Grade 51 
with a pay range of  $13.24 - 
$19.04 per hour. The actual 
pay will be dependant on 
the individual’s skills and 
experience. Applications 
can be obtained and re-
turned to the County Af-
firmative Action Officer 
located in the Auditor’s Of-
fi ce of  the Wadena County 
Courthouse, 415 S. Jeffer-
son Street, Wadena, MN 
56482. hone: 218-631-7650. 
Applications must be re-
ceived by 4 p.m. on Fri-
day, October 30, 2009. 
 39-42c

207
Equipment for 

Rent

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

 Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day 
service, Miller True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
 38tfc

ACE IN THE HOLE 
S T U M P  G R I N D I N G. 
Clean up available. Call 
mark Kobliska for free esti-
mates. 218-820-3809, fully 
insured and satisfaction 
guaranteed.  37-42p                                    

HANDYMAN WORK: 
Snowplowing, landscaping, 
skidloader work, stump 
and brush removal and 
carpentry work.218-296-
2213, Matt. 39-44p

 FOR SALE
301

Good Things to 
Eat

PUMPKINS $2/each. 
218-894-3207. 40-42p

303
Hay, Feed, Seed

O C T O B E R  S P E -
C I A L S  a t  B J E RG A 
FEED STORES in Brain-
erd, Motley, Pine River 
and Little Falls. 10% dis-
count on all Silver Star, 
gates, panels and bale 
feeders during October.
 39-41c

50 sq bales (2nd cutting) 
alfalfa, $4. 100 bales mixed 
alfalfa/oats for horses $3. 
ALSO: Lorentz mixer mill 
$1,000. 218-894-1298. 39-42p

5x5 round bales grass/
alfalfa, $40/bale ALSO: 
small sq bales grass/hay 
and straw. 218-575-2899. 
 39-41p

Wheat and Rye straw in 
big round bales. 218-270-
0289. 40-42p

Oats straw, small bales, 
stored inside. $2.40/bale. 
Gerald Lenk, 218-894-1682. 
 40-42p

Briggs Hard Red Spring 
Wheat, approx.  180-200 bu.; 
ALSO:  2-machinist tables. 
Feeder pigs. Eggs, $1.50/
doz. 218-894-1145. 40-42p

304
Livestock

DD RANCH - Leader 
AQHA Palomino stallion, 
book now for 2010 and save 
$! Boarding, training, les-
sons (trail/arena). Horses/
saddles for sale/trade? 218-
839-0856. 38-40p

Six cows, 2 heifers, open 
red/black Angus cross. 
Healthy, hefty all natural, 
calm. 218-397-2525. 39-41p

306
Sporting Goods

300 Windchester Magum 
Model 70/scope, like new, 
$650. 218-352-6618. 41p

307
Household

Scratch and dent ap-
pliances. Energy star ap-
pliances. ComfortZone 
infared heaters. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall. 320-749-2736.       41-43p

309
Miscellaneous
TREE-RIPENED AP-

PLES - SPRAY FREE 5 va-
rieties including Honey 
Crisp, pies, jellies and cara-
mel apples. Carmel Apple 
Orchard, 26144 State 210, 
2.7 mi. west of  Staples. 12-6 
p.m. daily. 38-41p

Simplicity walk behind 
snowthrowers. No pay-
ments until Feb. 15, 2011 
to qualified buyers. Used 
snowthrowers. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall, 320-749-2736. 41-43p

VEHICLES
401

Automobiles
1996 Merc. Sable, 240,000 

mi., runs great despite a 
few nicks. First $500 takes. 
218-575-2845. 40-42x

2002, Chevy Venture, 
runs good,  new tires, 
$4,000/BO. 218-894-0143. 
 41-43p

402
Trucks/Vans

1995 S-Blazer, 4x4, 4dr, 
$1,495; 1988 F150, 2wd, $895; 
1985 Ranger, 4x4, $695. 218-
894-3487, dealer. 41p

Solid Waste Lead Supervisor Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Lead Supervisor position.
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, ability 
to work well with others in a supervisory capacity as well as be able 
to meet the public in a friendly and professional manner, must have a 
valid Commercial Driver’s License, must have a minimum of two years 
of computer experience involving Microsoft Word and Microsoft Excel, 
must have the ability to quickly comprehend new computer software as 
needed. Must be able to handle accounts payable and accounts receivable 
for Transfer Station/Demolition Landll, must do the billing for the 
MSW Haulers/PRRF, must handle all bookkeeping for Transfer Station/
Demolition Landll, must handle all special assessments for Solid Waste, 
must handle all spreadsheet maintenance. Must have the ability to obtain 
Household Hazardous Waste certication within 6 months, must have 
the ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from the MN Pollution 
Control Agency, must be physically able to lift a minimum of 50 pounds, 
and have the physical capability to withstand manual labor tasks for 
extended periods of time. 
 Position status: non-union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours 
per week, Grade 51, Step 1, $13.24 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482.  Telephone number: (218) 631-7650.
Resumes will be considered only if accompanied 

by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Monuments
contact

Diane M. Hahn
Verndale, MN
218-445-5685 

cell 218-640-2341

Black granite on SALE!
Fergus Falls

Monument Company

cl32tfc
Avoid

Event Conflicts
Check the Events 
Calendar online at 

www.staplesworld.com
 Submit events to
 dtimbs@staplesworld.com

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS
Central Todd County Care Center,

in Clarissa, MN
has openings for Day, Evening & Night CNA 

Applicants must be 16 years of age or older and 
have CNA certication or be participating in CNA training.

CTCCC offers a wide variety of benets and 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

 May apply in the business ofce or pick up an 
application after ofce hours at the nurses’ station.
If you are interested in becoming part of our team, 

please call (218) 756-3636.
cl40-41c

Solid Waste Attendant Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Attendant. 
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, 2 
consecutive years experience as a heavy equipment operator within the 
last 4 years, Class A CDL, computer experience involving Microsoft 
Word and Microsoft Excel, ability to comprehend new computer 
software as needed, ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from 
the MN Pollution Control Agency, physically able to lift a minimum of 
50 pounds, ability to work well with the public and others. 
 Preferred qualications: knowledgeable in repair of small engines, 
some carpentry experience, some welding experience, good working 
knowledge of pumps and pump maintenance is also preferred. 
 Position status: Union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours per 
week; Grade 49, Step 1, $10.98 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482. Telephone number: (218) 631-7650. 
Resumes will be considered only if 

accompanied by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Long-Term Substitute 
K-6 Elementary Instructor
The Verndale Public School has an opening for a 

Long Term Substitute K-6 Elementary Instructor. This position 
requires a current MN Department of Ed. teaching license. 

Applications are available on the Verndale School website 
http.//www.verndale.k12.mn.us/ or in the District office.

Interested individuals are to submit a letter of application, resumé, 
copy of MN teaching license and college credentials to:

Superintendent Paul Brownlow
Verndale Public School, 411 SW Brown Street, 
Verndale, MN 56481. Phone: 218-445-5184.

POSITION WILL BE OPEN UNTIL FILLED. 
Application deadline is Friday, October 30, 2009
“Verndale Public School is an Equal Opportunity Employer”

cl40-41c

Y O U R  H O M E  F O R  H E A L T H C A R E

Lakewood Health System 
is seeking candidates for the following positions: 

TENANT CARE COORDINATOR- RN
Assisted Living- Lakewood Pines/ Manor
FT; 64 hours/ pay period
Primarily day shifts; weekends involved
Current MN RN Licensure required
Candidates with previous experience preferred
Deadline:  October 27, 2009

RESPIRATORY THERAPIST
FT; 80 hours/ pay period
Variable hours and shifts; Possible weekends
CRT OR RRT credentials required
BLS/ ACLS required
Deadline:  November 2, 2009

As a growing health care system, we offer our employees 
a positive work environment, competitive pay and benefits. 

Please visit our web site at:
 www.lakewoodhealthsystem.com for details and to apply on-line.

AA/EOE

cl
42

c

THINKING ABOUT BUYING A 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
The Staples World and the 
Federal Trade Commisssion, the 
nation’s consumer protection 
agency, say investigate before 
you invest. Visit ftc.gov/bizopps 
to learn how to tell a real deal 
from a raw deal.

Miller True Value

Open 7 Days
Staples, MN   218-894-3263

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

FOR RENT

For all your paint and
wall covering needs.

Open
M-F, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m. - Noon    

CALL FOR FREE 
ESTIMATES

218-894-1551
Hwy. 10 West
Staples, MN

See US for ALL your 
carpeting needs.

JAPKE
DECORATING
Painting and Paper Hanging

    STAPLES ASSEM-
BLY OF GOD YOUTH:  
NOW accepting dona-
tions for upcoming mis-
sions garage sale. Call 
Kathy at 218-296-1647 for 
drop off  or pick up.                 
                                    8-17c

GaraGe 
SaleS

701

GaraGe SaleS
701

Real estate
602

Apartments for 
Rent

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL 
218-296-5031

Under new ownership

We are accepting 
applications for 2 and 3 
bedroom townhomes in 
Staples, a community 

you can get attached to. 
Rent based on income. 

Now professionally 
managed by

Income guidelines apply.

Prairie View Neighborhood
2 AND 3 BEDROOM HOMES  

FOR SALE IN STAPLES
• TWO STALL GARAGES
• LANDSCAPED YARDS
• COMPETITIVE PRICES

CALL MICHELLE
218-326-6098

MIKE IVES REALTY
www.prairieviewneighborhood.com

2 NEW
HOMES NOW
AVAILABLE

seRvices & 
employment

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

PAUL DRAKE TREE 
SERVICE, Staples, Since 
1978: Snow Removal, Fire-
wood Sales. 218-894-2871.  
 50tfc

FoR sale
610

Parcel for Sale
FOR SALE BY OWN-

ER: Luann McGrane for 
$85,225. Tenants in com-
mon with 3 other siblings. 
1/4 parcel 01-0035600. Con-
tact daughter, Christine, 
POA, 218-639-3173.       51tfp 
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THE COMMISSIONER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION REVIEW 
AND COMMENT ON THE SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROPOSAL OF 

STAPLES-MOTLEY PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT, ISD #2170-01

A review and comment must be provided on a school district construction project propos-
al before the district conducts a referendum, solicits bids, or issues bonds for the project. A 
project proposal has been submitted for review and comment according to requirements set 
forth in Minnesota Statutes, Section 123B.71, subdivisions 9 and 10, and Minnesota Statutes, 
section 123B.72. The district provides the following information:

1. The geographic area and population to be served:
 a. preschool through grade 12 student enrollment for the past five years, and 
 b. student enrollment projections for the next five years.
2. A list of  existing school facilities: 
 a. by year constructed,  
 b. their uses, and
 c. an assessment of  the extent to which alternate facilities are available within school 

district boundaries and in adjacent school districts.
3. A list of  specific deficiencies of  the facility:
 a. demonstrating the need for a new or renovated facility to be provided,
 b. the process used to determine the deficiencies,
 c. a list of  those deficiencies that will and will not be addressed by the proposed proj-

ects,
 d. a list of  specific benefits that the new or renovated facility will provide to students, 

teachers, and community users served by the facility.
4. A description of  the project, including:
 a. specifications of  site and outdoor space acreage,
 b. square footage allocations for classrooms, laboratories and support spaces, 
 c. estimated expenditures for major portions of  the project,
 d. estimated changes in facility operating costs, and
 e. dates the project will begin and be completed.
5. A specification of  the source of  project financing, including: 
 a. applicable statutory citations,
 b. the scheduled date for a bond issue or school board action,
 c. a schedule of  payments, including debt service equalization aid, and
 d. the effect of  a bond issue on local property taxes by property class and valuation.
6. Documentation obligating the school district and contractors to comply with the fol-

lowing items:
 a. Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.345 governing municipal contracts,
 b. sustainable design,
 c. school facility commissioning under Minnesota Statutes, Section 123B.72, certify-

ing the plans and designs for heating, ventilating, air conditioning and air filtration for 
an extensively renovated or new facility meet or exceed current code standards, including 
ASHRAE air filtration Standard 52.1,

 d. American National Standards Institute (ANSI) acoustical performance criteria, 
design requirements and guidelines for schools on maximum background noise levels and 
reverberation times,

 e. state fire code,
 f. chapter 326B governing building codes, and
 g. consultation with affected government units about the impact of  the project on utili-

ties, roads, sewers, sidewalks, retention ponds, school bus and automobile traffic, access to 
mass transit and safe access for pedestrians and cyclists.

Description of Proposed School Construction Project
Staples-Motley School District, Independent School District #2170-01, is proposing a 

single question bond referendum on April 14, 2026, to finance renovations and building addi-
tions to their existing elementary school, middle/high school and outdoor athletic facilities.

The largest project components focus on renovations to the middle/high school, including 
classrooms areas, restrooms, locker rooms and the auditorium. Other proposed upgrades at 
the middle/high school include a CTE space addition, secure entrance/administrative space 
addition, building envelope upgrades and site improvements. Proposed upgrades at the el-
ementary school include a classroom addition and restroom renovations. Proposed outdoor 
athletic facility upgrades include: track replacement, football field upgrades, new bleachers, 
press box and scoreboard, along with a concession stand with restrooms.

The proposed projects are estimated to cost $42,886,249 and would be scheduled for 
completion in the 2027-2029 calendar years. Cost estimates by location/project component 
are as follows:

The school district is projecting a slight increase in enrollment over the next few years 
but is losing a large number of  resident students to neighboring school district via open en-
rollment. In the 2024-2025 school year, 28 students open enrolled into the school district and 
475 students open enrolled out of  the district: a net loss of  447 students. With an existing K-12 
enrollment of  around 900 students, the open enrollment loss is significant.

If  the bond referendum is successful and bonds are sold, the debt service on the bonds 
will be eligible for debt service equalization under Minnesota Statutes, Section 123B.53, sub-
division 3, if  the bond schedule is approved. The amount of  debt service equalization aid, 
if  any, the district receives is determined annually and dependent upon property wealth, 
student population, and other statutory requirements.

Review and Comment Statement
Based on the department’s analysis of  the school district’s required documentation and 

other pertinent information from sources of  the Minnesota Department of  Education, the 
Commissioner of  Education provides a positive review and comment.

Additional Information is Available
Persons desiring additional information regarding this proposal should contact the 

school district superintendent’s office.

Willie L. Jett II, Commissioner    January 13, 2026
                                   9pnc

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.

N O T I C E  I S  H E R E B Y 
GIVEN: That default has 
occurred in the conditions of  
the following described mort-
gage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
July 1, 2003

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$57,524.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Shawn 
Habiger, a single person

MORTGAGEE: Washing-
ton Mutual Bank, FA

DATE AND PLACE OF 
FILING: Recorded on July 2, 
2003 as Document Number 
418965 in the Office of  the 
County Recorder of  Todd 
County, Minnesota.

A S S I G N M E N T S  O F 
MORTGAGE: Assigned to: 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. by 
assignment recorded on 
December 26, 2006 as Docu-
ment Number 446443 in the 
Office of  the County Recorder 
of  Todd County, Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY: Beginning at 
the Northwest Corner of  the 
Southwest Quarter of  Sec-
tion 11, Township 133 North, 
Range 34 West; thence South-
erly 1070 feet to the point or 
beginning of  the land to be 
described; thence Easterly 
660 feet; thence Southerly 660 
feet; thence Westerly 660 feet; 
thence Northerly 660 feet to 
the point beginning, Todd 
County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 49206 COUNTY 
11, ALDRICH, MN 56434 

COUNTY IN WHICH PROP-
ERTY IS LOCATED: Todd 
County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED 
TO BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF 
THE NOTICE: $24,581.26

TRANSACTION AGENT: 
None

NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Washing-
ton Mutual Bank, FA RESI-
DENTIAL SERVICER: Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A.

TA X  PA RC E L  I D E N -
T I F I C AT I O N  N U M B E R : 
01-0011000

TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER: None

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted 
at law to recover the debt 
then remaining secured by 
such mortgage, or any part 
thereof, or, if  the action or 
proceeding has been insti-
tuted, that the same has 
been discontinued, or that 
an execution upon the judg-
ment rendered therein has 
been returned unsatisfied, in 
whole or in part.

P U R S UA N T,  t o  t h e 
power of  sale contained in 
said mortgage, the above 
described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff  of  said 
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF 
SALE: April 02, 2026 at 10:00 
AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd 
County Sherif f ’s  Of fice, 
County Detention Center, 
115 Third Street South, Long 
Prairie, MN 56347.

to  pay the debt  then 
secured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if  any actually 
paid by the mortgagee, on 
the premises and the costs 
and disbursements allowed 
by law. The time allowed by 
law for redemption by said 
mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns is 

twelve (12) months from the 
date of  sale.

TIME AND DATE TO 
VACATE PROPERTY: Unless 
said mortgage is reinstated 
or the property redeemed, or 
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the 
premises by 11:59 p.m. on 
April 2, 2027

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S 
OR ASSIGNS,  MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNE-
SOTA STATUTES, SECTION 
582.032,  DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT 
PROPERTY USED IN AGRI-
CULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

M O R T G A G O R ( S ) 
RELEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE: Shawn Habiger

     Dated: January 27, 2026

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.
By:  /s/   
*N. Kibongni 
Fondungallah, Esq.*
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
Alexa Marsh, Esq.
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(26-0023-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNI-
CATION FROM A DEBT 
COLLECTOR.
 8-13pnc

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.

NOTICE IS  HEREBY 
GIVEN:  That default has 
occurred in the conditions of  
the following described mort-
gage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
April 29, 2025

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$116,400.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Sondra 
Mevissen, as an individual

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for 
Zillow Home Loans, LLC

DATE AND PLACE OF 
FILING: Recorded on April 
30, 2025 as Document Number 
A545637 in the Office of  the 
County Recorder of  Todd 
County, Minnesota.

A S S I G N M E N T S  O F 
MORTGAGE: Assigned to: 
PennyMac Loan Services, 
LLC by assignment recorded 
on October 17, 2025 as Doc-
ument Number A548370 
in the Office of  the County 
Recorder of  Todd County, 
Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY: Lots 10, 11 
and 12, Block 9, Townsite of  
Hewitt, according to the plat 
thereof  on file and of  record 
in the office of  the County 
Recorder in and for Todd 
County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 408 N MAIN ST, 
HEWITT, MN 56453

C O U N T Y  I N  W H I C H 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED: 
Todd County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED 

TO BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF 
THE NOTICE: $123,012.38

TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Zillow Home 
Loans, LLC

R E S I D E N T I A L  S E R -
VICER: PennyMac Loan Ser-
vices, LLC

TA X  PA RC E L  I D E N -
TIFICATION NUMBER: 
35-0016100

TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
M O R T G A G E  I D E N T I -
F I C A T I O N  N U M B E R : 
100278200006378243

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted 
at law to recover the debt 
then remaining secured by 
such mortgage, or any part 
thereof, or, if  the action or 
proceeding has been insti-
tuted, that the same has 
been discontinued, or that 
an execution upon the judg-
ment rendered therein has 
been returned unsatisfied, in 
whole or in part.

P U R S UA N T,  t o  t h e 
power of  sale contained in 
said mortgage, the above 
described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff  of  said 
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF 
SALE: March 19, 2026 at 10:00 
AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd 
County Sherif f’s Of fice, 
County Detention Center, 
115 Third Street South, Long 
Prairie, MN 56347.

to pay the debt then 
secured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if  any actually 
paid by the mortgagee, on 
the premises and the costs 
and disbursements allowed 
by law.  The time allowed by 
law for redemption by said 
mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns is 
six (6) months from the date 
of  sale.  

TIME AND DATE TO 
VACATE PROPERTY: Unless 
said mortgage is reinstated 
or the property redeemed, or 
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the 
premises by 11:59 p.m. on 
September 21, 2026.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S 
OR ASSIGNS,  MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNE-
SOTA STATUTES, SECTION 
582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT 
PROPERTY USED IN AGRI-
CULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

M O R T G A G O R ( S ) 
RELEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: January 13, 2026

PENNYMAC LOAN 
SERVICES, LLC

Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.
By:  /s/   
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, 
Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Alexa Marsh, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(25-1247-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNI-
CATION FROM A DEBT 
COLLECTOR.
 5-10pnc

Staples-Motley School Board Minutes
MEETING #9
ISD #2170

SCHOOL BOARD 
Dec. 22, 2025 

6:00 p.m.
District Office

MINUTES

Call to Order
The meeting was called 

to order by Chair Free-
man at 6:00 p.m. 

Roll Call was taken, mem-
bers Wright, Frisk, Reeck, 
Trout, Reese and Freeman 
were present, comprising a 
quorum. Also present were 
Superintendent  Tappe, 
Recording Clerk Larson, 

Business Manager Hill, 
Principal Koenigs, Staples 
World Managing Editor 
Anderson, students, staff  
members and community 
members. The Pledge of  
Allegiance was recited.

Motion by Wright, sec-
onded by Reeck, to adopt the 
agenda. MC

Chair Freeman recog-
nized and welcomed those 
in attendance.

School/Community 
Forum

None
ConsentAgenda

Approve minutes from 
the November 17, 2025 Board 
Meeting

Approve minutes from 

the December 1, 2025 Board 
Meeting

Approve the fundraiser 
requests  from Student 
Council

Approve the hire of  Paul 
Mithun, winter afternoon 
weight room supervisor

Approve the fundraiser 
request from FFA

Approve the 2026-2029 
CLC Farm Occupancy Lease 
Agreement

Approve the 25-26 Certi-
fied Staff  Seniority List

Approve the fundraiser 
request from Pro Start

Accept the resignation 
of  Penny Sebring, MS/HS 
Paraprofessional

Motion by Frisk, sec-

onded by Reese, to approve 
the consent agenda. MC
Donations and In-Kind 

Contributions
Motion by Trout, sec-

onded by F reeman,  to 
approve the Resolution to 
accept Grants and Dona-
tions in the amount of  
$12,487.10 and In-kind dona-
tions in the amount of  
$3,266.00. MC

T h a n k  yo u  t o  S t a -
ples-Motley Basketball 
Boosters,  Jim Jackson, 
Staples-Motley PTO, The 
Lions Club of  Motley, Lake-
wood Health System, Faith 
Lutheran Evangelism Com-
mittee, Thrivent and Acorn 
Millwork for their generous 
donations.

Finance Items
Financial Report pre-

sented by Business Man-
ager Hill

Motion by Reeck, sec-
onded by Wright, to approve 
the November disburse-

ments. MC
General Fund: $967,810.25
Food Service: $59,255.05
Community  Service: 

$18,216.78
Construction Fund: $0.00
Debt Service: $0.00
Fund 21 Student Activi-

ties: $1,331.00
Fund 45: $0.00
Motion by Trout, sec-

onded by Frisk, to approve 
the November receipts. MC 

General Fund: $766,111.30
Food Service: $9,6729,24
Community  Service: 

$34,833.17 
Construction Fund: $0.00 
Debt Service: $561.566.48
Fund 21 Student Activi-

ties: $9,646.90
Fund 45: $0.00
Motion by Reeck, sec-

onded by Frisk, to approve 
the negotiation settlement 
of  2025-2027 Principal/
A d m i n i s t r at o r  M a s t e r 
Agreement. MC

Motion by Reese, sec-

onded by Wright, to approve 
the resolution directing 
administration to make rec-
ommendations for reduc-
tions in prog rams and 
positions.

This is the annual reso-
lution required to allow any 
future budget reductions to 
occur.

Roll Call Vote - Reese, 
Wright, Reeck, Frisk, Free-
man, Trout in favor; None 
opposed. MC
Cabinet Presentation

-by Norber t  Klimek, 
Transportation Director

Policy 
(Policy committee minutes 

12-17-25)
Motion by Reese, sec-

onded by Wright, to approve 
the review of  ISD #2170 pol-
icies

600 – Parent Volunteers 
and 731 – Post Issuance 
Debt Compliance with no 

See MINUTES 
on page 10a
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Todd County Commissioners Minutes
NOTICE

THOMASTOWN 
TOWNSHIP 

ANNUAL ELECTION 
OF OFFICERS 

Annual Election of  Of-
ficers for Thomastown 
Township will be held 
Tuesday, March 10, 2026 
at the Thomastown Town 
Hall, 11417 241st Ave., Sta-
ples, MN 56479. Polling 
hours are 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m.

The Annual Township 
meeting will be held after 
canvasing the election at 
8:10 p.m.

Running for office: 
•Three- (3) year term for 

Supervisor:
Troy Barrett
Jay Tyrrell
•Two- (2) year term for 

Clerk:
Write-in  
*Write-ins on the ballot 

are acceptable.
In the event of  bad 

weather, this event in its 
entirety will be changed to 
March 17, 2025. Times will 
remain the same.  

Sue Walsvik, Clerk
Thomastown Township
                                        9pnc

Public  Notices

Staples Motley School Board

MINUTES OF THE 
MEETING OF THE TODD 

COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS HELD 

JAN. 6, 2026
Call to Order

The Todd County Board of Com-
missioners met in the Commission-
er’s Board Room in the City of Long 
Prairie, MN on the 6th day of Janu-
ary, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. The meeting 
was called to order by Chairperson 
Byers. The meeting was opened with 
the Pledge of Allegiance. All Com-
missioners were present.

Approval of Agenda
On motion by Becker and sec-

ond by Denny, the following motion 
was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To adopt the agen-
da as presented with addition of item 
5.5 Resignation – Social Worker 
Sara Bipes and item 8.2 Adoption of 
Memorandum of Agreements – Paid 
Family Medical Leave (PFML).

Board Organization

Motion was made by Neumann 
and seconded by Becker, to appoint 
Commissioner Denny as Chairper-
son of the Todd County Board of 
Commissioners for 2026 proceed-
ings. After discussion, both the mo-
tion and second were rescinded.

On motion by Denny and second 
by Noska, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To appoint Commission-
er Byers as the Chairperson of the 
Todd County Board of Commission-
ers for 2026 proceedings.

On motion by Noska and second 
by Becker, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To appoint Commissioner 
Denny as the Vice-Chairperson of 
the Todd County Board of Commis-
sioners for 2026 proceedings.

Consent Agenda
On motion by Denny and second 

by Neumann, the following motions 
and resolution were introduced and 
adopted by unanimous vote:

To approve the Todd County 
Board of Commissioner’s Meeting 
Minutes for December 30th, 2025 
as presented.

GAMBLING PERMIT – MID-
WEST OUTDOORS UNLIMITED – 

PRAIRIE PARTNERS
WHEREAS, the Todd County 

Board of Commissioners are estab-
lishing their approval for a Gambling 
Permit for the Midwest Outdoors Un-
limited – Prairie Partners through this 
resolution;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners approve 
a Gambling Permit for the Midwest 
Outdoors Unlimited – Prairie Part-
ners to hold a raffle event at The Hub 
Supper Club in Burnhamville Town-
ship at the address 30905 Coun-
ty 13, Burtrum, MN on March 7th, 
2026.

Hire Carter Lenk PT Correctional 
Officer start date TBD at a rate of 
$25.46 per hour Grade 6/F step A.

Approve the retirement of Admin-
istrative Assistant II Debra Durheim, 
effective February 27, 2026.

Approve the resignation of Social 
Worker Sara Bipes, effective Janu-
ary 16, 2026.

Auditor-Treasurer
On motion by Noska and second 

by Denny, the following motion was in-
troduced and adopted by unanimous 
Roll Call vote: To approve the De-
cember 2025 Auditor Warrants num-
ber (ACH) 905613 through 905695 
in the amount of $1,327,375.91 
(Manual) 1158 through 1166 in the 
amount of $78,271.79 and (Regu-
lar) 245548 through 245737 in the 
amount of $1,115,629.21 for a total 
of $2,521,276.91.

On motion by Neumann and sec-
ond by Becker, the following resolu-
tion was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:

A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING 
AN OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER FOR 

2026
WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes 

Chapter 375.12 requires the annu-
al letting of bids for publication of 
official proceedings of the County 
Board and similar statutes require 
the publication of delinquent tax lists, 
County Financial Statements, and 
local transportation project bid ad-
vertisements, and;

WHEREAS, pursuant to adver-
tisement bids were opened to be 
designated for those parties inter-
ested in being named as the official 
newspaper for Todd County on Jan-
uary 6, 2026.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners accept 
the bid from the Long Prairie Leader, 
with a bid of $20.00 per column inch 
to be the Official Newspaper for the 
year 2026 and;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Todd County website (www.
co.todd.mn.us) be also designated 
as an official publication for all statu-
tory requirements.

On motion by Noska and second 
by Denny, the following resolution 
was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:

A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING 
AN EXTRA PUBLICATION 

NEWSPAPER FOR 2026
WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes 

Chapter 375.12 requires the annu-
al letting of bids for publication of 
official proceedings of the County 
Board and similar statues require 
the publication of delinquent tax lists, 
County Financial Statements, and 
local transportation project bid ad-
vertisements, and;

WHEREAS, pursuant to adver-
tisement bids were opened to be 
designated for those parties interest-
ed in being named as the extra pub-
lication newspaper for Todd County 
on January 6, 2026.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners accept the 
bid from the Long Prairie Leader with 
a bid of $14.00 per column inch to 
be the Extra Publication Newspaper 
for the year 2026.

On motion by Neumann and sec-
ond by Denny, the following resolu-
tion was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING 
THE 2026 TODD COUNTY BOARD 

OF COMMISSIONERS BOARD 
PROTOCOL

(Copy of full resolution lan-
guage available in the Auditor-Trea-
surer’s Office for public inspec-
tion.)

On motion by Denny and second 
by Noska, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To approve to continue to 
hold the Todd County Board of Com-
missioner’s Meetings on the first 
and third Tuesday of every month at 
9:00 a.m. in the Todd County His-
toric Courthouse and Worksession 
designated by the Board Chairper-
son or three members of the County 
Board as deemed necessary. The 
County Board also approves that 
the November 3rd, 2026 meeting 
be moved to November 2nd, 2026 
due to the Statewide General Elec-
tion event. The County Board also 
approves that the year-end board 
meeting be scheduled for December 
29th, 2026.

On motion by Noska and second 
by Denny, the following resolution 
was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING
THE COMMISSIONER’S 

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
FOR 2026

WHEREAS, The County Com-
missioners have wide ranging and 

diverse responsibilities, and;
WHEREAS, it is necessary for 

Commissioners to be assigned to 
Committees for the purposes of ad-
vocating for the County, and to ef-
fectively complete the work of the 
County.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the attached Com-
mittee Roster (Attachment 1) is 
hereby adopted as the County Com-
missioners’ Committee Assignments 
for 2026 and will remain on file in the 
Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.

On motion by Becker and sec-
ond by Neumann, the following res-
olution was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote:

DESIGNATION OF 
DEPOSITORIES, INVEST-

MENTS AND ELECTRONIC FUNDS 
TRANSFERS

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 
§ 118A.02, subdivision 1 (a) states 

“The governing body of each gov-
ernment entity shall designate, as a 
depository of its funds, one or more 
financial institutions.” and;

WHEREAS, in accordance 
with Minnesota Statute § 118A.01 
through § 118A.08, the County 
Board of Commissioners has the 
official role to authorize the County 
Auditor/Treasurer to select deposito-
ries and make investments of funds 
under Minnesota Statute § 118A.01 
to 118A.08 or other applicable law 
for and on behalf of the County of 
Todd and;

WHEREAS, in accordance to 
Minnesota Statute § 385.07, the 
County Board of Commissioners 
has the official role to authorize the 
County Auditor/Treasurer the use 
electronic funds transfers where 
deemed appropriate, expeditious 
and in the best interest of the County 
of Todd.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners authorize 
the Todd County Auditor/Treasurer 
to select depositories & make in-
vestments in accordance to Minne-
sota Statute § 118A.01 through § 
118A.08 where the following finan-
cial institutions are currently in place:

• American Heritage National 
Bank

• CETERA Investments managed 
through American Heritage National 
Bank

• Minnesota National Bank
• Gold Sweep Investments man-

aged through Minnesota National 
Bank

• Moreton Capital Markets, LLC
• US Bank
• MAGIC Fund
• Unity Bank
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 

that the Todd County Board of Com-
missioners authorize the Todd Coun-
ty Auditor/Treasurer the use of elec-
tronic funds transfers where deemed 
appropriate, expeditious and in the 
best interest of Todd County.

On motion by Becker and sec-
ond by Noska, the following motion 
was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To adopt the recom-
mendations for reappointment Ted 
Gray for another term on the County 
Extension Committee.

Health & Human Services
On motion by Denny and second 

by Becker, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To approve the Opioid 
Settlement funding request from 
Wellness in the Woods.

On motion by Neumann and 
second by Noska, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To approve the Opi-
oid Settlement funding request from 
the Todd County Sheriff’s Office.

Administration
On motion by Noska and second 

by Denny, the following resolution 
was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: 

2026 NON-UNION 
EMPLOYEES AND APPOINTED 

OFFICIALS SALARIES
WHEREAS, the Todd County 

Board of Commissioners are respon-
sible for setting the compensation 
of county employees and appointed 
officials, and;

WHEREAS, the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners desire to 
follow the same pattern bargained 
with unions for the non-union regular 
full-time employees and appointed 
officials, and;

WHEREAS, a 3.5 percent (%)
general wage increase will take ef-
fect on the first day of the first full 
pay period in January 2026, pay 
date February 4, 2026, for regular 
full-time employees. Step increase 
will be granted starting the first day 
of the first full pay period worked in 
July, pay date August 5, 2026, for 
eligible staff. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners authorize 
the that a 3.5 percent (%) general 
wage increase will take effect on the 
first day of the first full pay period in 
January 2026, pay date February 4, 
2026, for regular full-time employ-
ees. Step increase will be granted 
starting the first day of the first full 
pay period worked in July, pay date 
August 5, 2026, for eligible staff.

On motion by Noska and second 
by Denny, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To approve and adopt 
two Memorandum of Agreements 
(MOA’s) related to Paid Family and 
Medical Leave with Todd County and 
Law Enforcement Labor Services 
Inc. (LELS) - Deputies and Todd 
County and Teamsters - Sheriff’s Su-
pervisory.

County Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Report

The County Auditor-Treasurer re-
ported on year end balancing pro-
cesses in progress, continue work 
with CLA for audit and working on 
setup of multiple upcoming school 
special elections this spring.

County Commissioner’s 
Report

The County Coordinator reported 
that the first official payroll has been 
processed through Paycom with 
special thanks to the Admin staff and 
employees for making this happen. 
Our State Representative and State 
Senator have been invited to attend 
the next board meeting.

County Commissioner’s 
Report

The Commissioners reported on 
meetings and events attended.

Commissioner Becker attended 
meetings including the Todd Trails 
Association. Thanks was also ex-
tended to the 2025 Commissioner 
leadership.

Commissioner Denny has at-
tended meetings including Person-
nel. Thanks was also extended to 
all the Todd County leadership team 
in 2025.

Commissioner Noska had no 
scheduled meetings since the last 
session. Thanks was extended to all 
for their work in 2025.

Commissioner Byers attended 
meetings including Personnel and 
HR interviews. Thanks was given to 
all for their work in 2025.

Commissioner Neumann attend-
ed meetings including the extended 
thanks to 2025 leadership. Con-
cerns have been raised regarding 
the Todd Trails Association.

Recess
On motion by Becker and sec-

ond by Neumann, the meeting was 
recessed until January 20, 2026

AUDITORS WARRANTS 
VENDOR NAME       $ AMOUNT 

NORTHERN STAR 
 COOP ........................$ 2,594.57 
TODD CO AGRICULTURAL 
 SOC. ............................ 3,247.74 
15 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000 ...............11,007.11 
ALLEN/MICHAEL $     16,950.00 
CARD SERVICES 
 COBORNS .................... 3,262.95 
CARGILL SALT 
 DIVISION .................... 27,776.29 
CENTRA CARE ............... 12,714.58 
CENTRAL MINNESOTA LEGAL 
 SERVICES .................... 2,400.00 
CLIFTON LARSONALLEN, 
 LLP  ............................. 2,730.00 
DIVERSIFIED FOUNDATIONS, 
 LLC ............................ 33,499.34 
FLEET SERVICES/WEX 
 BANK ........................... 6,487.59 
ITEN FUNERAL HOME  ...... 2,400.00 
LIBERTY TIRE SERVICES 
 LLC .............................. 3,219.45 
LONG PRAIRIE SANITATION 
 INC .............................. 6,383.55 
METRO SALES INC ........... 3,510.30 
MIDWEST MACHINERY 
 CO ............................. 57,518.00 
MN DEPT OF FINANCE ...... 6,304.00 
PETERS LAW OFFICE, 
 P.A. .............................. 4,325.00 
POPE DOUGLAS SOLID WASTE 
 MANAGEMENT .............67,086.41 
PRAIRIE LAKES MUNICIPAL 
 SOLID WASTE AUTH .... 93,473.65 
STEP ............................... 9,514.48 
UNITED SPRAY FOAM 
 LLC .............................. 4,500.00 
VO/YOUNG .................... 24,000.00 
VOYANT COMMUNICATIONS, 
 LLC ...............................3,300.11 
WIDSETH SMITH NOLTING 
 INC .............................. 7,286.75 
ZIEGLER INC  ................... 7,238.34 
56 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000 .............. 20,211.14 
ACOM SYSTEMS .............. 4,600.00 
CARDINAL 
 INVESTIGATIONS  .......... 2,518.75 
CDW GOVERNMENT 
 INC ............................ 17,718.96 
CITY OF STAPLES ......... 189,853.75 
COUNTIES PROVIDING 
 TECHNOLOGY .............. 7,240.00 
EBSO INC .................... 321,561.00 
FARM-RITE EQUIPMENT, 
 INC ............................ 48,497.00 
GALLAGHER BENEFIT 
 SERVICES INC .............. 2,000.00 
HEALTH PARTNERS 
 DENTAL ........................ 9,031.50 
LOVELACE/MIKE ........... 27,420.29 
MINNESOTA POWER  ...... 19,654.60 
MORRISON COUNTY  ..... 11,208.60 
PEMBERTON SORLIE RUFER 
 & KERSHNER ................ 2,521.00 
PHILIP’S REPAIRABLES & 
 COLLISION CENTER .... 17,339.16 
REGENTS OF THE UNIV 
 OF MN ....................... 43,750.00 
TAPCO ............................. 4,379.50 
TODD CO AUD-TREAS ....... 8,778.00 
TOWN OF BIRCHDALE  ... 25,124.78 
TRITECH SOFTWARE 
 SYSTEMS  .................. 40,496.08 
USPS-POC ..................... 10,204.43 
VERIZON  .........................5,823.61 
WEST CENTRAL REG JUVENILE 
 CTR ........................... 14,054.00 
WEST CENTRAL TECH 
 SERVICE AREA  ............. 6,803.93 
WHEELS ENTERPRISE 
 INC .............................. 7,224.92 
WIDSETH SMITH NOLTING 
 INC  ............................  2,487.20 
61 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000  ............. 30,583.00 
ARC ELECTRIC 
 SERVICE  ...................... 4,104.06 
CENTERPOINT ENERGY .... 5,633.29 
COBORNS INCORPORATED
  ................................... 2,046.00 
MARK SAND & GRAVEL 
 CO ........................... 205,133.65 
MINNESOTA MANAGEMENT 
 AND BUDGET ............ 101,793.75 
PICTOMETRY INTERNATIONAL 
 CORP ......................... 43,100.00 
STOECKEL JAHNER 
 INC ............................ 14,380.00 
SWENSON AGGREGATE 
 & CONSTRUCTION  ..... 14,679.05 
WEST CENTRAL REG JUVENILE 
 CTR ........................... 14,054.00 
34 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000 ................ 8,512.50 
AMAZON CAPITAL 
 SERVICES ...................  6,019.06 
CARGILL SALT DIVISION  . 21,843.64 
COMMISSIONER OF 
 TRANSPORTATION......... 6,758.66 
DEERE & COMPANY ..... 133,178.38 
LONG PRAIRIE LEADER .... 2,331.00 
LONG PRAIRIE OIL 
 COMPANY .................. 19,060.16 
MARK SAND & GRAVEL 
 CO ........................... 190,773.29 
NYHUS CHEVROLET 
 INC ............................ 35,191.08 
OTTER TAIL COUNTY 
 TREASURER  .............. 31,488.54 
STAPLES ADVANTAGE ....... 3,019.68 
TODD SOIL & WATER CONS 
 DIST ......................... 158,680.24 
TODD TRAILS 
 ASSOCIATION ............. 53,191.35 
VERIZON ........................  6,643.03 
ZIEGLER INC .................. 17,137.24 
34 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000 .............. 20,438.06 
MN DEPT OF REVENUE .... 2,288.00 
MN DEPT OF REVENUE .  56,996.80 
US BANK - CC  ................13,312.31 
7 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000 ................ 5,674.68 
TOTAL: ................$2,521,276.91 
 On a motion by Becker and second 
by Neumann, the preceding minutes 
of the County Board meeting held Jan-
uary 6, 2026 were duly approved by 
unanimous vote at the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners at the Regu-
lar Board Meeting held on January 20, 
2026.
Witness my hand and seal:
/s/ on file: Bob Byers, 
County Board Chairperson
/s/ on file: Denise Gaida, 
Todd County Auditor-Treasurer
__________________________9pnc

changes. MC
Motion by Reese, sec-

onded by Wright, to approve 
the review of  the follow-
ing MSBA policies with no 
changes. MC

i401 – Equal Employment 
Opportunity 1. 401 – Appen-
dix A

402 – Disability Nondis-
crimination

420 – Students and Em-
ployees  with Sexually 
Transmitted Infections

505 – Distribution of  
Nonschool Sponsored Ma-
terials on School Premises

610 – Field Trips
610F – Supplementary 

Field Trip Request Form
Motion by Frisk, sec-

onded by Reese, to approve 
the review of  the following 
MSBA policies with chang-
es. MC

704 Fixed Assets
722 Public Data Request
722 Public Data Request 

Form
306 Administrator Code 

of  Ethics
410 Addendum - MN paid 

leave
Other

Motion by Reeck, sec-
onded by Trout, to approve 
the sealed bids for miscella-
neous items. MC

Comprehensive Achieve-
ment and Civic Readiness 
(CACR) report presented by 
Teaching & Learning Coor-
dinator Pantzke and Princi-
pal Koenigs.

Motion by Frisk, second-
ed by Trout, to approve the 
2024-2025 Combined CACR 
summary (Comprehensive 
Achievement and Civic 
Readiness). MC

Reports
School Board:
   Freshwater
   Sourcewell - 10-21-25 

and 11-18-25 Minutes
Elementary Principal 

- Report by Principal Koe-
nigs

Middle/High School 
Principal

Activities/Community 
Ed Director - CEAC minutes 
- 11-13-2025

SMEA
Superintendent - Report 

by Superintendent Tappe
Other - Chair Freeman 

reminded School Board 
Members of  the organiza-
tional meeting on January 
5, 2026 and the election of  
officers and committee as-
signments that will happen 
at that meeting.

Motion by Reeck, sec-
onded by Wright, to adjourn 
the meeting at 6:48 pm. MC

Trisha Larson, Clerk
ISD #2170
                                           9pnc

MEETING #10
ISD #2170

SCHOOL BOARD 
ORGANIZATIONAL 

Jan. 5, 2026 
6:00 p.m.

District Office

MINUTES

Call to Order
The meeting was called 

to order by Chair Free-
man at 6:00 p.m. 

Roll Call was taken, mem-
bers Wright, Frisk, Reeck, 
Trout, Reese and Freeman 
were present, comprising a 
quorum. Also present were 
Superintendent Tappe, Re-
cording Clerk Larson, Busi-
ness Manager Hill, students 
and staff  members. The 
Pledge of  Allegiance was 
recited.

Motion by Frisk, sec-
onded by Reese, to adopt the 
agenda. MC

Chair Freeman recog-
nized and welcomed those 
in attendance

School/Community 
Forum

- None
Reorganizational 

Items:
Chair Freeman called 

for nominations for Board 
Chair. Freeman nominated 
Wright.

Chair Freeman called for 
additional nominations two 
more times with no further 
nominations. Wright was 
declared the Board Chair.

Chair Wright called 
for nominations for Vice 
Chair. Frisk nominated 
Trout. Wright called for 
nominations two more 
times with no further nom-
inations. Trout was de-
clared the Vice Chair.

Chair Wright called for 
nominations for Clerk. 
Trout nominated Frisk. 
Wright called for addition-
al nominations two more 
times with no further nom-
inations. Frisk was de-
clared the Clerk.

Chair Wright called for 
nominations for Treasur-
er. Frisk nominated Reeck. 
Wright called for addition-
al nominations two more 
times with no further nom-
inations. Reeck was de-
clared the Treasurer.

Motion by Reese, sec-
onded by Frisk, to appoint 
Trisha Larson as Assistant 
to the Clerk and Ellie Hill as 
Assistant to the Treasurer. 
MC
Annual Organizational 

Items:
Motion  by Freeman, 

seconded by Reese, to Des-
ignate 2026 Legal Counsel, 
Official Newspaper, Official 
Depositories, Investment 
of  Funds, Electronic Trans-
fers, and Signature Approv-
als. MC

Official School Attor-
neys - To name Pemberton 
Law Office of  Fergus Falls; 
Kennedy & Graven; and 
Knutson, Flynn & Deans to 
serve as the official school 
district attorneys for 2026, 
and that the selection be 
determined by the adminis-
tration. Authority also was 
granted to the administra-
tion to employ any other at-
torney/law firm as deemed 
necessary.

Official Newspaper - 
To designate The Staples 
World as the legal and offi-
cial newspaper for the Sta-
ples-Motley School District 
for 2026.

Official Depositories - 
To name the following as of-
ficial depositories for 2026: 
First International Bank 
and Trust, Unity Bank Cen-
tral, Mid-Central Federal 
Savings Bank, Mid Minne-
sota Federal Credit Union, 
MN School District Liq-
uid Assets Fund Plus, MN 
Trust, and other financial 
institutions which are in 
compliance with MN Stat-
utes governing school dis-
trict depositories. Signers 
at these Official Deposito-
ries shall include the Board 
Chair; Board Treasurer; Su-
perintendent; and Business 
Manager.

Official(s) to Invest 
Funds - To authorize school 
officials to invest funds on 
behalf  of  the school dis-
trict: 

Business Manager and 
Superintendent.

Agent(s) to Make Elec-
tronic Transfers - To au-
thorize school of ficials 
to electronically transfer 
funds to be invested for the 
district: Business Manager 
and Payroll Clerk.

Signature Approvals - 
Authorize Superintendent 
Shane Tappe, and Busi-
ness Manager Ellie Hill, to 

execute agreements and/
or financial documents as 
necessary on behalf  of  the 
Staples-Motley School Dis-
trict.

Appoint Board 
Members to Serve 

on Educational 
Committees

Members voiced their in-
tent to serve on the follow-
ing committees: 

Finance Committee - 
Freeman and Reeck

Policy Committee - Trout 
and Reese

District  Technolo g y 
Committee - Freeman

Meet and Confer Com-
mittee - Trout and Frisk

Facility Committee - Re-
ese and Reeck

Superintendent Evalua-
tion Committee - Reeck and 
Wright 

Freshwater Ed District - 
Wright (Alternate Frisk) 

Sourcewell Delegate - 
Trout

MSHSL - Reeck
QComp - Trout
MSBA Legislative Liai-

son - Reese and Tappe
Community Ed Advisory 

Council - Reeck
Economic Development 

Authority - Tappe
Contract Negotiations 

Teams
Instructional Group - 

Freeman and Frisk
Support Staff  and Pro-

fessional Group - Trout and 
Frisk 

Principals and Transpor-
tation - Wright and Reeck 

Superintendent - Reese 
and Trout

Motion by Trout, sec-
onded by Reese, to set the 
2026 meeting schedule as 
presented. MC 

Regular meetings will be 
held the first and second to 
last Monday of  each month 
with the first meeting of  
the month being a work ses-
sion. In January, February 
and July the seconded meet-
ing will be the second to 
last Tuesday of  the month 
and there will be no work 
session in July or Septem-
ber. Other meetings may be 
called as needed. All regu-
lar meetings will be held in 
the building of  the District 
Office at 6 p.m. School/pub-
lic forum will be first on the 
agenda if  someone would 
like to address the board on 
any topic, subject to the lim-
itations of  policy #206.

Motion by Freeman, sec-
onded by Frisk, to set the 
2026 School Board Salary at 
$3,550. MC

Motion by Trout, sec-
onded by Reese, to approve 
the removal of  Mary Free-
man from Mid-Central Na-
tional Bank and the addi-
tion of  Ryan Wright. MC

Motion by Freeman, sec-
onded by Frisk, to approve 
the resolution allowing the 
school district to purchase 
supplies or services from a 
School Board Member. Roll 
Call Vote - Reese, Freeman, 
Frisk, Wright and Trout in 
Favor; Reeck abstained MC

Other
Motion by Reeck, second-

ed by Frisk, to approve the 
Resolution relating to the 
Issuance of  School Building 
Bonds in an amount not to 
exceed $42,500,000 and call-
ing for a Special Election 
on April 14, 2026. Roll Call 
Vote - In Favor: Freeman, 
Wright, Trout, Reese, Frisk 
and Reeck in Favor; Op-
posed: None MC

Motion by Trout, second-
ed by Reeck, to adjourn the 
meeting at 6:27 p.m. MC

Trisha Larson, Clerk
ISD #2170
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With four big wins, Cardinals 
fly up in section, conference

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

The Staples-Motley boys 
basketball team had their 
busiest and their most suc-
cessful week of  the season, 
as they toppled two very 
good teams and won four 
games total in the week.

“Four games in a week is 
tough for any team to have 
to go through, so for us to go 
4-0, we couldn’t have asked 
for a better outcome,” said 
Coach Zack Qual.

The Cardinals started 
with a big game at Pillager 
on Feb. 9, winning 70-59. 
The next day, they traveled 
to Crosby-Ironton and won 
88-46. They came back for 
their only home game of  the 
week on Feb. 12, when they 
beat Royalton 72-42. They 
drove to Dilworth-Glyn-
don-Felton on Feb. 13 for a 
big conference and section 
game and came home with 
a 69-64 win, which leap-
frogged them into third 
place in the Heart O Lakes 
Conference and into second 
place in the Section 8AA 
seeding standings.

Against Pillager, the Car-
dinals were facing a good 
team in second place in 
their conference.

“Because of  the rivalry 
with Pillager, our kids han-
dled a hostile environment 
with poise and controlled 
the game for the most part,” 
said Qual.

The Cardinals had a 
very efficient offense, with 
Avandre Brandt making 7 
of  12 shot attempts, Josiah 
Burton and Conner Kuhns 
both made 4 of  8 shots and 
Eli Rutten was 7 of  15. The 
team was 25 for 54 overall, 
including five of  17 three 
point shots. They also made 
15 of  21 free throws.

On the defensive end, 
the Cardinals didn’t worry 
about second chance points, 
b e c a u s e  N o a h  L a r s o n 
cleared away 16 defensive 
rebounds and added five 
offensive boards for a total 
of  21.

Against Crosby-Ironton, 
Staples-Motley opened their 
offense with five players hit-
ting double figures, to reach 
their second highest point 
total of  the season.    

Against Royalton, the 

Cardinals had the game in 
hand early and were able to 
take the starters out midway 
through the second half.

In both the CI and Roy-
alton games, Qual said “We 
took care of  business from 
start to finish and were able 
to sit some guys who have 
logged a lot of  minutes.”

The big game against 
DGF had a lot on the line, 
but the team was not at full 
strength. “We had some kids 
battling sickness and were 
down a starter. We hung 
around just long enough 
where we could steal it from 
them at the end,” said Qual.

The game was won by 
Rutten taking charge offen-
sively, scoring 24 points. 
He made four of  six shots, 
including two of  three 
3-pointers, but most impor-
tantly he got to the free 
throw line 16 times and 
made 14. Rutten added 13 
rebounds for a double-dou-
ble night.

In all four games, Qual 
praised the players who 
came off  the bench to put in 
quality minutes and helped 
the team win. 

“They stepped up and had 
huge roles, they were cham-
pions in those roles,” said 
Qual.

Section implications
Staples-Motley is firmly 

in second place in Sec-
tion 8AA seedings as of  
now, behind East Grand 
Forks. The section seeding 
depends on season perfor-
mance rankings and head-
to-head wins, but they won’t 
play EGF this year. The Car-
dinals have two wins over 
third place DGF and one 
win against fourth place 
Osakis, so they will stay as 
the second seed if  they con-
tinue to play well.

“We’re sure those tie 
breakers will come into play 
at some point,” said Qual.

There is one scenario 
where they might become 
the top seed, if  DGF beats 
EGF in their game on Feb. 
17, and Staples-Motley wins 
their next two games against 
conference leaders Brecken-
ridge at home on Feb. 19 and 
at Pelican Rapids on Feb. 
24. Their final two regular 
season games are at Ashby 
on Feb. 26 and home against 
Park Rapids on Feb. 27.

“The results are great 
but the process has been 
what I’ve been most proud 
of,” said Qual. “Our kids 
have really bought into dis-
ciplined, defensive, team-
first basketball and it has 
allowed them to have a lot 
of  success.”

Team results
Staples-Motley 70, Pil-

lager 59
Scoring: Eli Rutten 20, Avan-

dre Brandt 17, Conner Kuhns 13, 
Josiah Burton 9, Noah Larson 9, 
Carter Sarbaum 2

Rebound leaders: Larson 21, 
Rutten 6, Burton 4

Assists leaders: Kuhns 4, 
Rutten 4, Burton 3, Brandt 3

Steals leaders: Kuhns 3, 
Larson 3, Rutten 2, Burton 2

Staples-Motley 88, Cros-
by-Ironton 46

Scoring: Rutten 17, Brandt 
16, Kuhns 12, Burton 13, Atreyu 
Eagle Tail 11, Larson 8, Sar-

baum 8
Rebound leaders: Larson 5, 

Sarbaum 5, Rutten 4, Burton 3, 
Evan Schultz 3

Assist leaders: Kuhns 8, 
Rutten 7, Burton 5, Brandt 3

Steals leaders: Kuhns 4, 
Rutten 4, Larson 1

Staples-Motley 72, Royal-
ton 42

Scoring: Brandt 18, Rutten 
14, Kuhns 13, Burton 12, Eagle 
Tail 9, Larson 6

Rebound leaders: Larson 6, 
Rutten 6, Burton 6, Brandt 5

Assist leaders: Brandt 5, 
Rutten 2, Burton 2

Steals leaders: Rutten 4, 
Brandt 4, Eagle Tail 3, Kuhns 3

Staples-Motley 69, Dil-
worth-Glyndon-Felton 64

Scoring: Rutten 24, Brandt 
13, Sarbaum 10, Burton 9, 
Kuhns 7, Eagle Tail 6

Rebounds leaders: Rutten 13, 
Sarbaum 6, Burton 4

Assists leaders: Kuhns 5, 
Eagle Tail 2, Sarbaum 2, Brandt 
2
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and Bill Bendson. Hall of  
Fame coach Don Dravis led 
these teams to their state 
success.

1996-97 cross 
country

Two state cross country 
championships kicked off  
a string of  seven state titles 
in eight years, starting with 
the 1996 team. After placing 
eighth at state in 1995, every 
Cardinal improved for the 
1996 state meet and won by 
12 points.

With most of  the team 
coming back in 1997, only 
losing senior Scott Brever, 
every one of  them improved 
significantly again, putting 
their five scoring runners in 
the top ten at the state meet. 
Derek Mattila won in 16:22, 
Jeff  Brever was 4th in 16:47, 
Eric Klingaman was 8th in 
16:59, Shannon Webster was 
9th in 17:00 and Kurt Detl-
off  was 10th in 17:01; Paul 
Mayavski came in 25th and 
Cory Frisk was 45th.

Hall of  Fame coach Gene 
Mattila’s team won the state 
meet with a score of  32, far 
outpacing second place, 
who had 117.

Darrell Card
A three sport star in foot-

ball, wrestling and baseball, 
1986 Staples graduate Dar-
rell Card was team captain 
in all three sports and a key 
leader for state level suc-
cess.

In football, Card was all 
conference.

In wrestling he accumu-
lated a 121-19 career record. 
Card was a two time state 
entrant, earning a second 
place finish. His wrestling 
teams won four state cham-
pionships and were second 
place one year.

In baseball, Card was a 
key contributor to the Sta-
ples state championship 
team in 1983. He was named 
All State that year.

Card continued to play 
baseball at Rollins College, 
where he helped his team 
get to the DII College World 
Series. He also ran cross 
country in college. 

Following his competing 
days, he coached baseball, 
softball and volleyball at 
different schools in Florida, 
and was a wrestling coach 
at Brainerd High School. 
His Gainesville Juniors vol-
leyball team were two time 
national champions.

Jeff Marden
A three sport star as a 

1974 Staples graduate, Jeff  
Marden was a football and 
wrestling star and a state 
champion in track & field. 

In football, Marden was 
the team’s leading tackler 
and gained 386 yards as 
a runner his senior year, 
when he was all-conference 
and team MVP.

In wrestling, Marden 
was a District 24 champion 
in the one class system.

As a pole vaulter, Marden 
was the 1974 state cham-
pion, clearing 13’3”. He also 
competed in the high hur-
dles and was track MVP his 
senior season.

He was named the 1974 
Staples High School Male 
Athlete of  the Year.

Mark Bendson
A three time state medal 

winner in wrestling, 1974 
Staples g raduate Mark 
Bendson was a cornerstone 
of  the success of  the Staples 
wrestling program from 
1971-74. A multi time con-
ference, district and region 
champion, Bendson placed 
third, fifth and fourth at 
state, helping the Cardinal 
teams finish 3rd, 4th and 
3rd in the state.

Following high school, 
Bendson served in the U.S. 
Army and continued to 
wrestle at Itasca Commu-
nity College, where he had 

a record of  18-1. He also 
played football in college.

Michelle (Honek) Linz
Excelling at volleyball, 

basketball and softball, 2004 
Staples Motley graduate 
Michelle Honek achieved 
multiple milestones in each 
sport.

She was all conference 
twice in volleyball and 
three times in basketball 
and softball.

In basketball, she scored 
1,221 career points and was 
named to the Minnesota 
Girls Coaches Association 
All-State Team, among 
many other regional all-
area teams.

Kyra (Odden) Quast
A three sport star in vol-

leyball, basketball and golf, 
1986 Staples graduate Kyra 
Odden played on a national 
tournament all star volley-
ball team, was a key com-
ponent of  the Staples state 
champion girls basketball 
team and was a state quali-
fier in golf.

In volleyball, Odden was 
all-conference for three 
years as the team leader in 
kills and blocks. She qual-
ified to play on a national 
team representing Minne-
sota.

In basketball, Odden was 
a five year letter winner and 
a leader on two state tour-
nament teams, the consola-
tion champions in 1984 and 
the undefeated 1985 state 
champion team that was in 
the first class inducted into 
the Staples Motley Athletic 
Hall of  Fame.

In golf, Odden was a 
three time team MVP and 
placed 14th at the 1986 state 
golf  tournament.

After her high school 
career, Odden participated 
in college golf  and qualified 
for Pro/Am national tour-
naments three times. In 
2002, her Minnesota team 

won the national champion-
ship.

Derek Mattila
A two time individual 

state champion and two 
time team state champion, 
1998 graduate Derek Mat-
tila also played on Staples 
Motley state basketball 
teams.

After setting the section 
cross country record in 1997, 
Mattila won the state indi-
vidual title. He was a leader 
on two state championship 
teams in 1996 and 1997.

In track & field, Mattila 
won the 1998 3,200 meter 
run, with two other team-

mates in the top six. He was 
also 2nd in the 1,600 meter 
run that year.

 In basketball, Mattila 
was a key contributor to the 
1996 and 1997 Cardinal state 
tournament teams.

Mattila went on to com-
pete in college cross coun-
try and track & field at the 
University of  Wisconsin.

Dr. Ted Lelwica
A behind-the-scenes vol-

unteer was instrumental to 
the Staples wrestling team’s 
multiple championships in 
the 1970s and ‘80s. Dr. Ted 
Lelwica provided medical 
expertise and treatment 

that made their success pos-
sible. Dr. Lelwica was volun-
teer team doctor for more 
than 20 years for wrestling 
and he also was an attend-
ing physician for football 
games and swim meets.

For wrestling, Lelwica 
treated injuries, skin con-
ditions and drained cau-
liflower ear injuries. He 
conducted weight certifica-
tions for the team. He was 
also the Section 6A tourna-
ment doctor for 16 years.

Dr. Lelwica was inducted 
into the National Wrestling 
Hall of  Fame, Minnesota 
Chapter, in 2018 with a Life-
time Service Award.

The 1997 Staples-Motley cross country team, now entering the athletic hall of 
fame. Front row from left, Paul Mayavski, Shannon Webster, Eric Klingaman; back row, 
Coach Gene Mattila, Kurt Detloff, Cory Frisk, Derek Mattila, Jef Brever and coach Jerry 
Reck.

Cross country hall of fame team - 1997

ATHLETIC continued from page 1a

Multi-sport athletes, community contributor selected to Athletic Hall of Fame from 1970s, 1980s, 1990s, 2000s eras

John Schotzko

Conner Kuhns

Atreyu Eagle Tail shoots as teammates and Coach 
Zack Qual anticipate his shot. (Staples World photos by 
Mark Anderson)

Team support
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Through our partnership with Twin Cities 

Orthopedics, patients have access to advanced 

spine care with orthopedic surgeon Dr. Paul 

Crowe—right here at Lakewood. Whether you’re 

dealing with back or neck pain, injury, or complex 

spine concerns, our coordinated approach is 

designed to help you return to what you love—

steadier, stronger, and moving forward.

Spine Care at 
Lakewood

NO REFERRAL NEEDED   |   LAKEWOODHEALTHSYSTEM.COM   |   218-894-8259

Paul Crowe, MD
ORTHOPEDIC 
SURGEON

MOVE ME NT IS ME DICINE
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According to weather.gov, a halo is 
a ring or light that forms around the sun 
or moon as the sun or moon light refracts 
off ice crystals present in a thin veil of 
cirrus clouds. The halo is usually seen as 

a bright, white ring although sometimes it 
can have color. Such was the scene south 
of Staples on Feb. 3 as temperatures be-
gan to warm up. (Staples World photo by 
Janice Winter) 

Sun circle

Acting and Directing at the 
University of  Minnesota 
Duluth.

John Wolak
J o h n  Wo l a k  w a s  a 

visionary music educator 
at Staples-Motley schools. 
He initiated the orchestra 
and bell choir programs 
in Staples-Motley and his 
community contributions 

to music in many forms 
and organizations has had 
generational impact.  He is 
recognized for railroad con-
nections to Staples history, 
music, and inspired expe-
riences.

Lesley Jones 
Glassford

A 1978 Motley gradu-
ate, Lesley Jones Glass-

ford is a contemporary 
music recording artist and 
worship leader. She is an 
accomplished singer and 
songwriter. As an actress 
she made a guest appear-
ance on “The Golden Girls” 
and was a producer for the 
award-winning short film 

“Uncommon Negotiator”.

Kay Martin 
Kay Martin, retired Sta-

ples-Motley Elementary 
Art Teacher, worked in the 
district for 28 years. From 
1988-2016 she taught thou-
sands of  students. Kay grew 
up in New Ulm, and moved 
back there after retiring. 
She continues to teach art 
classes at assisted living 
facilities in New Ulm. 

John Wolak Kay Martin Matthew Olsen Leslie Jones Glassford

The Todd County Annual 
Feedlot Meeting was back 
in action again in 2025 with 

“Wanted: Dead or Alive!” 
There were 138 people in 
attendance for the meeting 
that was held at Central 
Lakes College in Staples. 

This year’s meeting will 
be held at the Clarissa Ball-
room on March 18.

The meeting this year is 
titled “Beyond the Bunk!” 
Feedlot topics will pertain 
to on the ground options 
for better farm and nutri-
ent management and feed-
lot program updates. The 
event will have county 
feedlot officers presenting 
on feedlot program updates, 
manure application record-
keeping requirements and 
unconventional options for 
achieving feedlot compli-
ance. 

Woven throughout the 
day there will be mini pre-
sentations on how soil 
health and water quality go 
hand in hand and some cost 
share opportunities avail-
able for them.

Keynote “WOW” present-
ers will be Dr. Eric Mousel 
from University of  Minne-
sota Extension discussing 
Management and Profitabil-
ity for Beef  Cow/Calf  and 
Feedlot Operations. Also, 
Brady Blasher from Pheas-
ants Forever will be pre-
senting on the nutrient 
management and soil health 
benefits of  outwintering 
cattle. The end goal will be 
to get producers to think 
about long term animal ag 
resiliency and adaptation.

A free buffet meal will be 
provided. Call 320-732-2644 
to RSVP by March 11.

Feedlot meeting 
March 18

On Feb.  7 ,  the  Sta -
ples-Motley Speech team 
competed  in  the  65th 
Annual Denfeld Rotary 
Speech Tour nament in 
Duluth. With more than 
500 competitors from over 
30 different schools, this is 
one of  the biggest and most 
competitive tournaments 
of  the season.

The Staples-Motley team 
did well, bringing home the 
second place trophy in the 

“big school” category, which 
is for any school with more 
than 25 competitors.

 M a ny  S t ap l e s - M o t -

l e y  i n d iv i d u a l s  we r e 
recognized for their perfor-
mances, receiving medals 
for placing in finals or 
honor finals. In the cate-
gory of  Creative Expres-
sion, Walker Johnson won 
second place and Mad-
dock Harvey won third. In 
Drama, Brynn Bestland 
won first place, and Raina 
Mikhaeil took second in 
the honor final. In Extem-
poraneous Reading, Walker 
Johnson placed second, 
Brynn Bestland placed 
fo u r t h ,  a n d  M e re d i t h 
Hoemberg placed fourth 

in the honor final. Triston 
Rendon placed third and 
Raina Mikhaeil placed fifth 
in the category of  Great 
Speeches. In Humor, Caleb 
Bestland won first place 
in the honor final. In Orig-
inal Oratory, Hailey Rich-
ardt placed seventh in the 
honor final. In the category 
of  Prose, Tristan Rendon 
took second place and Jack-
son Alexander placed fifth 
in the honor final. And 
last, but not least, Maddock 
Harvey won first place in 
Storytelling.

Cardinals place second 
at massive speech event

Team photo at the Duluth Den-
feld tournament, back row left to right: 
Jackson Alexander, Hayden Anderson, 
Landon Zeigler, Caleb Bestland, Mol-
ly Hoemberg, Tristan Rendon, Alex 
Tkalcich;

Middle: Lexi Ann, Charlotte, Aldrich, 

Lydia Tkalcich, Meredith Hoemberg, 
Anna Hurtig, Kai Bestland, Matthew Jew-
ison, Christopher Mikhaeil;

Front: Angie Paklonsky, Lexa 
Graves, Ava Davis, Walker Johnson, Na-
dia Santos, Addie Brenny, Maddock Har-
vey. (Submitted photo)

Speech team at Duluth
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Hall of famers selected for talents in music, arts and education


