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Color Guard   Members of the Motley American Legion Color Guard 
provided the 21 Gun Salute/Taps at the Fourth of July Program in Staples. More 
photos from the program, held at Staples All Veterans Park, can be found on pg. 2a 
and 10a. (Photo by Dawn Timbs) 
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  2025
This Week’s Forecast
 High   Low   Cond.
July 16    64      54    Rain                                                       
July 17   72       54     M. Sunny                                        
July 18   71      61     Showers        
July 19   75      58     P. Cloudy  
July 20   79      62     P. Cloudy    
July 21   80      63     Showers                            
July 22   83      65     Showers

                                                
Average Temps: 

 H = 82º Low = 60º

Compiled by 
Dale Hausmann, 

WCCO’s Staples area 
Weatherwatcher

Last Year, 2024
 High Low Cond.
July 16   75º    64    M. Sunny
July 17   74      54       Sunny                                     
July 18   79      53       Sunny
July 19   80     56     P. Sunny      
July 20   82     60     P. Sunny
July 21   79     64        Rain
July 22   81     65    M. Sunny

Inside this issue:
Pillager Fair preview

4th of July celebration at Staples All Veterans Park
14U baseball to state

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

M i n n e s o t a  F a r m e r s 
Union President Gary Wer-
tish came to the July 8 Sta-
ples City Council meeting 
to ease concerns about the 
meat cutting facility cur-
rently being built by the 
MFU at the Staples Indus-
trial Park.

At the previous coun-
cil meeting, three citizens 
raised concerns about odors 
and other envoronmental 
impacts that the facility 
could cause. One of  the 
local residents who brought 
up the issue at the previous 
meeting was also at this 
meeting and said he still has 
concerns about the project. 
The council also received a 
letter from ag producers in 

support of  the facility.
Wertish told the council 

that the facility will be sim-
ilar to other meat process-
ing plants such as the Pierz 
locker plant and a meat pro-
cessing place in Little Falls. 

“It’s not much bigger than 
a lot of  the locker plants out 
there right now,” said Wer-
tish. “At one time they were 
in most rural communities, 
a lot have been on Main 
Streets.”

He said some of  the 
older locker plants are not 
air-conditioned like these 
will be.

“We are going the extra 
mile to address concerns,” 
he said.

Earlier in the meeting, 
the council had heard from 
Public Works Director Scott 
Grabe, who said there had 

been a question about the 
city’s wastewater plant han-
dling extra waste from the 
MFU plant.

“From their plans and 
what we have in our ordi-
nances, it’s pretty clear that 
we will be able to handle 
their load,” said Grabe.

Wertish explained that 
all blood and offal will be 
contained and shipped out, 
because it can’t be put into 
wastewater. He said the 
manure collected will be 
sent to farms to use on fields 
for fertilizer.

He explained some of  the 
facility processes, with ani-
mals being delivered in the 
evenings and kept indoors.

Wertish also addressed 

Wertish tells council that 
meat cutting facility will 
not have a high impact

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

The Staples City council 
approved changes to their 
archery hunting ordinance. 
There are five sections in 
Wadena County and two in 
Todd County where the city 
allows hunting within city 
limits. City Administrator 
Jerel Nelsen said hunting 
is allowed on agricultural 
lands near Central Lakes 
College and the Staples 
Industrial Park.

Only bow and arrow 
hunting is allowed and 
hunters must call the city 
for permission to use the 
land before hunting.

T he  new ordinance 
requires a hunting stand 
at least six feet tall. Small 
brush and buckthorn may 
be removed to create shoot-
ing lanes, but not branches 
larger than one inch in 
diameter.

A hunter can track a 
wounded animal if  they are 
still are on public property, 

but if  they go onto private 
property, they must ask 
permission and can not 
carry their bow onto pri-
vate property.

Nelsen said if  two hunt-
ers call for permission to 
use the same land, he puts 
them in contact with each 
other so they can work it 
out.

“It has worked well so 
far,” said Nelsen, “if  there 
are problems, nobody’s 
going to be hunting out 
there.”

Council member Doug 
Case had concerns about 
liability of  allowing people 
to hunt within city limits. 
He said if  the problem is 
nuisance deer in the city, 
there are other ways to 
combat that.

Council member John 
Jewison said he would have 
concerns if  it was rifle 
hunting, but he thought 
archery was okay.

Mayor Ron Murray said 
hunting on city properties 
is a common practice with 
other Minnesota cities.

Staples City 
Council discusses 
archery hunting 
in town

Susan Davis of Staples provided the Staples World 
with a surprise arrangement of flowers from her back-
yard gardens. She and her husband, Ron, look forward 
to growing flowers and vegetables and were enjoying an 
annual visit with their two sons from Texas.

Backyard blossoms shared

The highway sign proclaiming the number of state 
individual champions by Staples-Motley athletic teams 
has been raised to 75, with the addition of two track and 
field champions. Turner Beachy, left, won the state pole 
vault title and Audrey Brownell won the 1,600 meter run. 
Both athletes are also represented on the team title num-
ber, 32, with Beachy being a part of the state wrestling 
team champions and Brownell on two girls cross country 
team titles. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Cardinal Pride sign updated See CITY COUNCIL 
on page 3a
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Dr. William (Bill) Mennis (far left) and 
his family made their way to ring the bell at 
the Fourth of July Paver Dedication at Sta-

ples All Veterans Park. Dr. Mennis served 
as Lieutenant Commander in the U.S. 
Public Health Service from 1966 - 1968. 

The Mennis family at paver dedication

A number of people traveled back 
to Staples over the Fourth of July week-
end, visiting with family and friends, while 
taking in holiday programs and celebra-
tions. Pictured above July 4, enjoying the 
BBQ lunch at Staples All Veterans Park, 

are, from left: Bob Swenson, Staples; and 
his son-in-law and daughter, Royce and 
Heidi (Swenson) Napolitino of Edmonds, 
Wash. Heidi noted that she is a 1998 Sta-
ples-Motley High School grad.

Family reunions

Remembering Eldon Miller
Above: Joyce Irene Miller of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 

sits near the U.S. Military paver of  her late father, El-
don J. Miller, which was dedicated at the Fourth of July 
Program in Staples. A Staples native, Eldon Miller had 
served in the U.S. Army during WWII. Pictured below 
with Joyce Irene Miller (center) are her cousins who 
were also part of the paver dedication ceremony. At left 
is Sherry (Miller) Frisk of Motley, and at right is Marilyn 
(Miller) Holst, of Staples. Sherry’s dad, Carroll Miller, 
and Marilyn’s dad, Derald Miller, were brothers to Eldon 
Miller. (Staples World photos by Dawn Timbs)

Bubba’s BBQ catered the Fourth of 
July picnic lunch in Staples, following the 
Fourth of July program at Staples All Vet-

erans Park. Attendees also were treated 
to free Dilly Bars from the Staples DQ. 

Fourth of July BBQ

Family members of the late Dr. John 
Gorton rang the bell as his military paver 
was dedicated during the Fourth of July 
Program in Staples. Pictured from right 
are Pete Gorton, John and Sally’s son; 

and Sally Gorton, John’s wife. A Doctor 
of Dental Surgery (DDS), Gorton served 
from 1966 - 1968 as a Commander in the 
U.S. Public Health Service. 

A nod to “Dr. John”

Recent reports from 
the Motley Police Depart-
ment (MPD) and Morrison 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(MCSO) included the fol-
lowing:

July 3 - Motley Police 
issued a citation to Lamont 
Lee Sydney, 20 for speeding.

July 2 - Motley Police 
received a report of  fraud 
from a resident at 4th Ave. 
N., Motley.

July 7  -  The MCSO 
received a report of  suspi-
cious activity at Hwy 10 in 
Cushing.

July 7  -  The MCSO 
received a call from the 
MN State Patrol reporting 
a two vehicle accident at 
the intersection of  Hwys 10 
and 210 in Motley with one 
person having sustained a 
severe cut on their leg.  Sta-
ples ambulance was called.

July 6 - A Morrison 
County deputy responded 
to a report of  a harass-
ment incident at the 33000 
block of  Fir Ln, Motley. 
S u b s e q u e n t l y,  B r i a n 
James Nightingale, 35, was 
arrested on a warrant.

Motley 
area law 
enforcement

Fourth of July 
celebrated at 
Staples All 

Veterans Park
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Looking back
CITY COUNCIL continued from page 1a

Meat cutting facility concerns
the noise of  the facility, one 
of  the concerns brought up 
at the previous meeting. He 
said CLC has two similar 
processing units on campus. 

“It won’t be different than 
a hospital or a school.” said 
Wertish.

He addressed the possi-
ble traffic impact. On the 
largest day, with one pro-
ducer bringing one steer 
each, it would be 15 trucks 
going to the facility and a 
few trucks taking products 
away.

One of  the complaints at 
the last meeting was about 
the Long Prairie rendering 
plant having a bad smell. 
Although the facility in 
Staples is meat processing 
and not rendering, both are 
owned by MFU. 

Wertish told how the 
Long Prairie facility agreed 
to take a large number of  
animals that died during a 
period of  severe heat two 
years ago. He said that over-
loaded their lagoon system 
and caused a bad smell in 
the city. 

“We are spending another 
five to seven million on 
the Long Prairie plant to 
address odors,” said Wer-
tish.

He reminded the council 
that the Staples facility will 
have no lagoons, everything 
will be contained inside the 
buildings and the offal will 
be shipped out, some of  it to 
the Long Prairie facility.

After Wertish spoke, one 
of  the Staples residents who 
brought up concerns said 

he wasn’t convinced by the 
promises made by the MFU.

Steve Hinson, whose 
home is a little over a half  
mile from the facility, said 
he is still worried about air 
quality because his daugh-
ter has a respiratory con-
dition, which is a reason 
they moved away from Long 
Prairie.

He said when the MFU 
built the rendering plant in 
Long Prairie, the city also 
thought they could handle 
the extra waste created, but 
ended up having to add on 
to their wastewater pro-
cessing facility at taxpayer 
expense.

The council also received 
a letter from local agricul-
ture producers and sup-
porters, giving support to 
the Farmers Union project. 
The letter was signed by 16 
people.

The letter pointed out the 
USDA certification giving 
local restaurants and other 
markets a chance to use 
locally sourced meat. They 
also pointed out that local 
high schools have received 
funding to have a meat cut-
ting curriculum.

The letter stated “It will 
bring careers, opportunity 
to provide consumers with 
local meat products, com-
munity growth and much 
more. As local producers 
and supporters, this is a crit-
ical business that expands 
our potential to educate, 
feed and build this commu-
nity around its strong agri-
cultural roots.”

75 Years ago - 1950 
o July 20, 1950 - For Sale 

- 1936 Buick Sedan. Clean 
and in good running order. 
Good tires. Price $150. 
Inquire at the World Office.

o July 20, 1950 - Motley 
continued its winning 
streak in the Northern 
Pine League by defeating 
Leader Sunday by a score 
of  12 to 5.

o July 20, 1050 - Staples 
VFW softball team handed 
the REA team of  Brainerd 
one of  the worst beatings 
they have had this year, 
when the local team played 
at Brainerd on Tuesday 
evening, July 18. The final 
score was 12 to 1 for the 
Staples aggregation.

Behind the supreme 
pitching of  Stan Borle, the 
Staples team easily con-
quered the REA team. Dick 
Benson, behind the bat, 
held up his end of  the game 
in a fine manner.

o July 20, 1950 - Test 
Your I.Q. - 1. Does President 
Truman have a middle 
name? 2. What is the capi-
tal of  Iraq? 3. What is the 
record for the most bases 
stolen by a baseball player 
during a single inning? 4. 
Who invented the safety 
pin? 5. Which president of  
the U.S. had eight sons and 
six daughters? 

o July 20, 1950 - Five 
Staples Boy Scouts will go 
to Camp Clyde near Mer-
rifield the week of  July 30 
to Aug. 5, where they will 
be under the direction of  
a provisional Scoutmaster 
for the week.

The five Scouts making 
the trip include John Carl-
son, Dale Sorenson, Roger 
Haugen, Kent Carlson and 
Robert Vanderhoef.

o  J u l y  2 0 ,  1 9 5 0  -  
The Nimrod coop store 
was broken into Wednes-
day night, July 12, by bur-
glars who gained entrance 
through a rear window by 
breaking the glass.

The safe was broken 
into and a total of  $192 was 
taken. A number of  car-
tons of  cigarettes were also 
taken in the burglary. 

Herb Salo of  the store 
always checks the doors 
and windows before clos-
ing and everything was in 
order when he did this that 
evening.

Sheriff  Gus Tullgren of  
Wadena was summoned to 
investigate the burglary 
and he stated that it looked 
like the work of  experts. 
The plan was so concealed 
that no one heard them 
working in the store.

 50 Years ago - 1975
o July 17, 1975 - Peggy 

Finn, daughter of  Mr. and 
Mrs. William Finn, Staples, 
walked off  with the fourth 
runner-up honors in the 
Miss Minnesota Teenager 
pageant held last Saturday 
evening at Augsburg Col-
lege Minneapolis.

Miss Finn competed 
against 27 other girls from 
communities throughout 
Minnesota. Candidates 
were judged on scholastic 
ability, poise, personality, 
beauty and leadership.

“It was a real honor and 
I was deeply thrilled as this 
is an experience that I will 
never forget,” the Staples 
beauty stated upon her 
return home.

Miss Finn will be a 
senior at Staples high 
school this fall, where she 
is active in many organi-
zations and will serve as 
president of  the Student 
Council during the 1975-76 
school term.

o July 17, 1975 - Wayne 
Haglin and Al Lauer were 
recognized at the recent 
1975 agriculture Educa-
tion Workshop for 20 years 
of  service to agricultural 
education. The workshop 
was held in Moorhead and 
sponsored by the Univer-
sity of  Minnesota. 

o July 17, 1975 - Nine 
young men from Staples 
captured first or second 
placings in the District 
3 Governor’s Track Meet 
held at St. Cloud State Col-
lege last Saturday.

By virtue of  their plac-
ing, they now qualify for 
the state meet, which will 
be held at Fergus Falls July 

19.
Advancing to the Gover-

nor’s State Track Meet will 
be Lynn Dyer, Mike Thelen, 
Dave Randgaard, Terry 
Carlson, Chris Longbella, 
Steve Randgaard, Bob 
Sikora, Don Ziegler and 
Bruce Crocker.

o July 17, 1975 - Pat Miller, 
owner of  Icon Studio, Sta-
ples, received two Gold 
Merit awards at the photo 
showing at the convention 
of  the Minnesota Pro-
fessional Photographers 
Association. The event was 
held at the Radisson South, 
Minneapolis, June 15 - 17. 

One of  the photos to 
receive a Gold Merit Award  
was of  Eric Walthall, son 
of  Mr. and Mrs. Tony 
Walthall of  rural Staples. 
The other photo subject 
was Loretta Lovelace of  
rural Staples. The pictures 
were displayed first at the 
convention at the Radisson 
South in Minneapolis, and 
later in the window at Dj’s 
Men’s Wear in Staples.

o July 17, 1975 - Nine-
ty-six members of  the 
Cardinal Marching Band 
of  Staples, under the direc-
tion of  Larry Correll, will 
be appearing in their final 
two parades of  the summer 
marching season next 
week.

Sunday, July 20, the 
Cardinal band will travel 
to Detroit Lakes to partic-
ipate in the annual Detroit 

Lakes Water Car nival 
Parade that afternoon.

Then Wednesday morn-
ing, July 23, the Cardinal 
musicians will load on 
buses in Staples and travel 
to Minneapolis to partic-
ipate in the Torchlight 
parade of  the Minneapolis 
Aquatennial, which begins 
at 8:30 p.m.

Correll said that he is 
pleased with the band’s 
performance this year as 
they won a first place in 
Winnipeg and a second 
placing in the Brainerd 
parade. 

25 Years ago - 2000
o July 20, 2000 - Filing 

for office in a state elec-
tion often requires local 
people to drive to St. Paul 
to file with the Secretary 
of  State’s office. Not so this 
year for Wayne Hoffert of  
Staples, who filed for the 
state Senate District 11 
seat and never left home. 
Hoffert filed the papers last 
Friday by mail, with the 
help of  Staples postmaster 
Roberta Brinkman. Hof-
fert, who has the backing 
of  the area Republican 
party, is seeking the state 
senate seat now held by 
Dallas Sams of  Staples.

o July 20, 2000 - Ashlee 
DeLeon, age 16, daughter of  
Richard and Brenda (Jen-
kins) DeLeon of  Motley, 
has been selected as a state 
finalist in the Miss Minne-

sota American Coed Pag-
eant to be held Aug. 12 - 14 
at the City Center Marriot 
Hotel in Minneapolis.

o July 20, 2000 - Warren 
Mertens of  Motley, who 
guided the Central Lakes 
College baseball team to 
national prominence this 
spring, has been named 
Coach of  the Year in the 
Northern Division of  the 
Minnesota Community 
College Conference.

Mertens led the Raiders 
to 29 wins in 39 games and 
the team finished eighth 
in the national Division III 
finals held in Batavia, N.Y. 
in May. It was the highest 
finish ever by a baseball 
team from the Brainerd 
college.

o July 20, 2000 - You are 
invited to a gathering to 
celebrate Dr. Ray Garland’s 
retirement from Dentistry. 
Sunday, July 30, 2 - 5 p.m., 
at Staples Alliance Church. 
No Gifts Please.

10 Years ago - 2015
o July 16, 2015 - Houses 

and vehicles sustained 
damage as hundreds of  
trees were toppled by a 
storm that swept through 
the area on July 12, around 
7 p.m.

The National Weather 
Service reported winds 
of  up to 80 miles per hour, 
along with funnel clouds 
and tornado touch-downs 
in multiple areas.

- o - 
Compiled by

Dawn Timbs
- o - 

Hello readers. This week’s archive 
photo is from 1959. Do you know who 
these people are and perhaps the con-
text of the photo? Do you have a memory 
to share? Email your answers and where 

you’re from to dtimbs@staplesworld.com 
by Friday, or call 218-894-1112. The an-
swers will be published in next week’s 
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Mystery photo

Last week’s mystery photo pub-
lished in the July 10, 1975 edition of the 
Staples World featured, from left, Harold 
Moffett, Phil Lindaman and Warren No-
etzelman, following the Staples Open 
Tennis Tournament. Lindaman defeated 
Moffett 12-10 for the championship. 

It was reported that the title match 
was a very close and intense match 
throughout. Lindaman defeated Tom 
Wolhowe and Noetzelman enroute to 
the championship match and Moffett de-
feated Clyde Japke and Tom Gray before  

meeting Lindaman.
Noetzelman downed Gray to cap-

ture the third place trophy of the tourna-
ment.

Ron Amundson, Dr. V. James 
Thompson, Rev. Paul Lundborg and Ron 
Peterson also participated in the tourney, 
which was sponsored by the Staples 
Men’s Tennis League. 

Brian Bates of Staples correctly 
identified all, but thought Warren’s first 
name was Bob. Thanks for participat-
ing in our mystery photo.

Mystery solved

Recent reports taken by 
the Staples Police:

June 22, Staples Police 
were called by a property 
owner who said people 
were on his property. Police 
found that river tubers were 
lost.

June 22, Staples Police 
were called to a domes-
tic assault on 6th St NE. A 
teenager was assaulting her 
mother and grandmother.

June 23, Staples Police 
assisted MN DNR with cap-
turing a bald eagle.

June 23, Staples Police 
were called to a property 
damage report. A patio 
window was shattered.

June 23, Staples Police 
responded to a driving com-
plaint of  a reported  dark 
colored SUV operating on  
Hwy 10 with no lights, trav-
eling eastbound.  Police con-
ducted a traffic stop on the 
vehicle and later collected 
$300 cash bail, as the driver 
had an active warrant out 
of  Stearns County.

June 23, Staples Police 
were called for a black Sub-
urban parked by the dump-
ster at Casey’s, after the 
store was closed. Police con-
ducted a traffic stop on the 
vehicle, and arrested the 
driver, Zackry Meidinger, 
for driving after cancelation 
- inimical to public safety.  
Meidinger was transported 
to the Todd County Deten-
tion Center without inci-
dent.  

June 24, Staples Police 
received a report of  harass-
ing communication.

June 24, Staples Police 
were called to Lakewood 
Health System (LHS).  MN 
State Patrol arrested a 
person  from an accident 
in Cass County. The person 
handed an ER tech some-
thing that looked like fen-
tanyl.

June 24, Staples Police 
took a report of  a person 
staying at the Staples Depot 
for the last six days. 

June 25, Staples Police 
located a subject sleeping 
on railroad property, near 
the east side of  the depot. 
Police lear ned that the 
subject was homeless and 
without a phone. Police will 
check to see if  assistance is 
available for the subject to 
Fargo, to a  homeless shelter.

June 25, Staples Police 
received a report of  a boat 
and trailer missing from 
a home. Security camera 
shows the boat being pulled 
by a pickup.

June 25, Staples Police 
received a report of  a 
person hanging out at the 
LHS Hospital. Police were 

able to get the party a ticket  
to Grand Forks.

June 26, Staples Police 
assisted with a car fire on 
4th St. NE. Police extin-
guished electrical wiring 
and fire department arrived 
the scene.

June 27, Staples Police 
received a call about a 
person who dropped off  
a child at Lincoln Model 
School park. Subject stated 
the child is sitting at picnic 
table, had walked up to 
couple houses and then 
went back to picnic table 
to sit. The male party that 
dropped him off  is cir-
cling around. It appeared 
that  another male party 
was  passed out in a red 
Ford. Police were unable to 
locate child or driver. Police 
received a wave from other 
party in red vehicle.

June 29, Staples Police 
were called to a disturbance. 
Police assisted person in 
getting a ride closer to 
Brainerd.

July 1, Staples Police 
received a call about a semi 
truck that drove through 
a yard on 2nd St SW, and 
pulled down a cable or 
phone line.

July 2, Staples Police took 
a report of  a male party sell-
ing fake gold in a parking 
lot on 2nd Ave. NE.

July 2, Staples Police 
received a report of  a male 
party seen on a ring camera 
on 4th St. NE. The subject 
was seen hiding between 
houses and a neighbor’s 
shed.

July 3, Staples Police 
took a report of  an intruder 
at a home on 5th St. SE. 
Person came in through the 
window to the bathroom. 
Home is missing medica-
tions, money and mail.

July 4, Staples Police took 
a report of  a male chasing 
a female down the road on 
Dakota Ave. SE, yelling at 
the subject.

July 5, Staples Police 
received a ping from a crash 
detection on a cell phone, 
coming from a bridge on 
Wilderness Dr. Police found 
phone on the side of  the 
road, there was no crash 
and the phone’s owner was 
contacted.

July 5, Staples Police 
responded to a possible 
forced entry on 6th St NE. 
Window damage was found, 
along with posible blood 
splatter.

July 5, Staples Police 
assisted a subject with a 
ride to the depot to attempt 
to purchase a train ticket to 
Mississippi.

Staples Police 
report
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It’s widely accepted that 
the first creatures on Earth 
made their homes in wa-
ter; in Earth’s oceans, to be 
precise. Only after many 
different forms of  life swam 
or drifted about in these 
oceans did life emerge to 
dwell on land, and eventual-
ly conquer the skies.

Whether you are a Dar-
winist who believes that life 
evolved by genetic varia-
tions and natural selection, 
or one whose faith leads you 
to Creationism and intelli-
gent design—each creature 
crafted by a higher power—
y o u  c a n 
accept the 
p r e m i s e 
t h a t  l i f e 
originated 
in water. 

A n d , 
w h e t h e r 
y o u r  b e -
l i e f s  a r e 
i n fo r m e d 
purely by 
science, or 
by  f a i t h , 
t h e r e ’ s 
no debate 
a b o u t 
when hu-
mans entered the picture. 
We came last. This is the 
order both by biblical in-
terpretation—on the sixth 
of  seven days, according 
to Genesis—and by scien-
tists who study the history 
of  Earth’s life forms in the 
fossil record, some evidence 
said to date back more than 
three billion years. 

As contrary as it may 
seem, even today most life 
originates in water, in one 
way or another. Most crea-
tures have not given up their 
dependence on water during 
at least some stage of  their 
development and life. 

Most obvious are the 
fishes, which are among the 
things that most attract us 
to water at this season of  the 
year. Most fish spend their 
entire lives in water, the 
few exceptions being such 

species as the mudskipper, 
wooly sculpin, lungfish, 
and several others that can 
spend extended periods out 
of  water.

More surprising in their 
water-dependence are some 
creatures that we interact 
with regularly in our own on-
land existence. Insects, for 
instance. Many that we’re 
familiar with in their adult 
forms grow and mature un-
der water, and as adults bear 
little resemblance to their 
immature aquatic self. But 
few of  us see them when 
they’re immature, because 
that stage of  life—some-
times by far the longest 
stage—is spent among the 
rocks or sediments of  lakes, 
rivers, or streams; feeding, 
moving about, and doing 
their best to avoid being eat-
en. Just a few of  the many 
species whose life unfolds 
under water are the dragon 
flies, damsel flies, mayflies, 
caddis flies, and of  course, 
mosquitoes. 

We see them when they 
emerge from the water and 
transform from unhand-
some, crawling nymphs, 
larva, or pupae, into flying 
adults. It’s as flying adults 
that they mate and repro-
duce, a stage of  life that can 
be extremely fleeting; mea-
surable in hours, days, or—
like the dragonfly—perhaps 
weeks. Following mating, 
the females will lay their 
eggs in an aquatic environ-
ment—lake, stream, or pond, 
depending on the species—
and the cycle begins again.

Caddis and mayflies are 
especially important to fly 
fishermen, who—to fool and 
catch fish—imitate them on 
small, lightweight hooks 
adorned with various com-
binations of  animal hair, 
bird feathers, thread, yarn, 
wire, and tinsel. These in-
sects come in sizes ranging 
from miniscule, to some that 
are measurable in inches. 

Caddis are emerging 
right now on some of  our 

lakes and streams. One spe-
cies or another will likely 
be present through summer 
and fall. The same appear-
ance variability holds true 
also for mayflies. Some 
have already come and gone, 
while others will continue 
to emerge as summer pro-
gresses. Dragonflies and 
damselflies have appeared, 
too. 

Another class of  crea-
tures that begins life in a 
watery environment before 
making a dramatic trans-
formation is amphibians. 
These include frogs, toads, 
and salamanders, all of  
which develop from an egg 
into a streamlined swim-
mer with gills—just like 
the fishes—and only later 
transform into crawlers and 
jumpers that breathe air 
through lungs, on land. It’s 
a transformation every bit 
as unlikely and dramatic as 
that of  aquatic insects that 
leave the water for another 
life in the air.

We might not think of  
mammals as making such 
dramatic transitions as the 
amphibians and aquatic in-
sects. But, in a way, we do. 
Mammals—including hu-
mans—spend the period of  
gestation inside their moth-
er’s womb in a protective wa-
tery environment, the am-
niotic sac. During this time 
we do not breathe through 
our developing lungs, but re-
ceive oxygen and nutrients 
delivered to us through an 
umbilical cord. In the mo-
ments after birth, we and 
other mammals take our 
first breaths, and oxygen de-
livery shifts from the no-lon-
ger-needed umbilical cord, 
to direct respiration of  air 
through our lungs. 

Birds and reptiles also 
live in a liquid environment 
before they mature, break 
through their egg’s shell, 
and officially enter the 
world. They are surrounded 
before birth by a fluid-filled 
sac that provides hydration 

to the unborn, and acts as 
a shock absorber.  Their 
egg’s shell is gas-permeable, 
meaning that its pores are 
large enough to allow the 
passage of  gases without 
the life-giving fluids inside 
seeping out. This allows ox-
ygen to enter the egg and dif-
fuse into the embryo’s blood 
vessels, while allowing car-
bon dioxide to exit the shell. 

It’s a concept that re-
minds one of  Gore-Tex, the 
waterproof  fabric that has 
microscopic pores to allow 
moisture to evaporate from 
our bodies, while keep-
ing rain out. The same for 
breathable fishing waders, 
which have pores that al-
low moisture—sweat, if  you 
will—to exit, while prevent-
ing the water in which we’re 
wading from entering and 
drenching us.

Many of  Earth’s terres-
trial insects—such as ants, 
bees, wasps, and grasshop-
pers—are not aquatic at any 
stage of  their life; not like 
the dragonfly, mayfly, or cad-
dis that spend most of  their 
lives under water. But ter-
restrial insects, too, have a 
vital relationship with water 
before birth. A specific and 
critical water balance must 
be maintained to support 
the developing insect, or it 
will perish in the egg. 

Terrestrial insect eggs 
contain what to us seem ex-
tremely minute amounts of  
moisture. But the amounts 
are no less critical for their 
tiny volume. These eggs 
have one or more protective 
layers that retard drying 
out; an outer shell, called a 
chorion, and a membrane 
called the serosa that sur-
rounds the insect embryo 
and acts as a barrier against 
moisture loss while it is de-
veloping.

Whatever the creature, 
from insect to man, water is 
a common denominator of  
new life; now, just as in the 
beginning.

Most life begins in water; ours too

- o - 
Inside the 
Outdoors

Mike Rahn
- o - 

Deb Brown and Becky 
McCray
saveyour.town

You can boost creativity 
while building community 
with co-crafting events such 
as “crafternoons,” hack-
er or maker days. These 
are events where crafters/
makers/or hackers gather 
together and do their thing. 
Sometimes they are a one-
off  event, and many times 
they happen on a regular 
schedule. 

From tech enthusiasts 
to crafters, scientists to 
garage tinkerers, at these 
kinds of  events, novices and 
experts of  all ages come 
together to showcase what 
they’ve made and share 
what they’ve learned.

Your local library is of-
ten the place to find crafting 
events for kids and adults. 
Your senior center, church-
es, and gathering spaces are 
also places to look for craft-
ers.

Why are crafters import-
ant to economic develop-
ment?

They create special and 
unique items that machines 
can’t replicate. Many items 
are handmade.

They bring dif ferent 
ideas and techniques to the 
market and can help to keep 

traditional skills alive. 
Items made locally help 

keep money in town instead 
of  going to some big name-
less corporation.

Jewelry, photo frames, 
and refrigerator magnets 
are just a few crafting pos-
sibilities. 

To help crafters work to-
gether and sell their prod-
ucts, we can:

o invite them to be pop-
ups at  events, 

o join online groups to 
find them, and 

o give them places to sell 
their things. 

Working together can 
also help them learn from 
each other and come up 
with new ideas. By support-
ing crafters, we can help 
them keep doing what they 
love and make the economy 
better.

Who is a crafter? 
Potters, Quilters, Paint-

ers, Sculptors, Musicians, 
Cooks, artists of  all kinds. 
Your makers also include all 
sorts of  high tech and low 
tech, like 3D printing and 
plasma cut metal signs, but 
also blacksmiths. Search 
your town and your nearby 
town names on Etsy, Kick-
starter, and eBay.

And then host your own 
Pop Up Party.

Crafters are 
small town 
entrepreneurs

Quote of  the week

“You are never too old 
to set another goal 

or to dream a new dream.”
—  C.S. Lewis

By Brad Trom
Dodge County, Minn.

A corporate culture of  in-
difference permeates Amer-
ica. A crash earlier this year 
that resulted in the death of  
43 dead pigs near our fam-
ily farm in Dodge County, 
is illustrative of  this in-
difference. Disposal of  the 
dead pigs was easy. Within 
hours, the euthanized pigs 
were added to dead boxes or 
composting stations in area 
swine factory farms, heaped 
a little higher with pig piles 
of  dead pigs.

Years of  corporate con-
ditioning has created this 
culture of  indifference. 
Thanks to decades of  cor-
porate propaganda, a cor-
porate culture of  indiffer-
ence encourages farmers 
to look away, as thousands 
of  small farmers are forced 
out of  business. In the tran-
sition to a corporate nation, 
multinational giants such 
as Hormel, JBS, Smithfield, 
Tyson and others, have cre-
ated a closed system that is 
only open to those farmers 
willing to construct a facto-

ry farm to industry speci-
fications. Only those farm-
ers who construct a large 
industrial facility capable 
of  holding several thousand 
animals are given access to 
the corporate marketplace. 
Tethered to multination-
al corporations through a 
series of  contracts, multi-
national corporations have 
successfully created a cor-
porate network of  contract 
growers that extends deep 
within America’s rural 
areas. In the wake of  this 
fundamental change, thou-
sands of  independent farm-
ers and farm families have 
been forced off  the land.

Twenty years ago, as my 
family and other neighbors 
fought installation of  the 
largest factory farm in the 
State of  Minnesota at the 
time, the Minnesota Farm 
Bureau Foundation pub-
lished a pamphlet titled 

“When an Activist Group 
Comes to Town: Protect-
ing Your Community from 
Unwanted Division.” The 
surprisingly detailed guide 
purports to offer advice 
to “local governments and 
communities in addressing 

controversies caused by ru-
ral economic development.”

In reality, the publication 
addresses only one type of  
rural development—indus-
trial-size animal feedlots 
aka “factory farms.” Their 
own corporate propaganda 
acknowledges that factory 
farms (referred to as “ex-
panded farms” by the in-
dustry) are often blamed for 
driving ‘family’ farmers out 
of  business.”

“When an Activist Group 
Comes to Town” character-
izes those who oppose facto-
ry farms as “activists,” a ref-
erence to farm families like 
mine who have been on the 
land for generations, and 

“outside special interests,” a 
subtle reference to the Land 
Stewardship Project (LSP), 
a Minnesota nonprofit that 
works with communities 
to promote sustainable ag-
riculture. Fighting instal-
lation of  corporate factory 
farms next to intergenera-
tional family farms, LSP be-
came increasingly involved 
in legal battles as residents 
faced off  against multina-
tional corporate giants, in-
dustry lobbyists and corpo-
rate attorneys.

As corporate agriculture 
strips wealth from rural 
communities, a corporate 
culture of  indif ference 
turns a blind eye to the envi-
ronmental impact of  corpo-
rate factory farms—theft of  
groundwater resources by 
water-intensive industrial 
operations, contamination 
of  waterways with high ni-
trates and other pollutants, 
and pollution of  the air with 
dangerous methane, ammo-
nia, hydrogen sulfide and 
other dangerous emissions 
which contribute to climate 
change. To those involved 
in this abusive form of  cor-
porate agriculture, it’s just 
the “smell of  money.”

Today’s corporate rhet-
oric targets immigrant la-
borers working inside cor-
porate factory farms and 
corporate meat processing 
facilities—the very same 
laborers ushered into rural 
areas by multinational gi-
ants. With threats of  depor-
tation, this is nothing more 
than a corporate power play 
to instill fear in today’s im-
migrant laborers.

In order to promote the 

corporate agenda, groups 
s u c h  a s  t h e  Re p u b l i -
can-aligned Farm Bureau 
help to promote corporate 
policy. Farm Bureau mem-
bers are encouraged to run 
for public office, not to pro-
mote our democracy, but to 
further the corporate agen-
da and protect their own 
corporate interests. “When 
an Activist Group Comes 
to Town” encourages pro-
ponents of  modern agri-
culture aka corporate agri-
culture to “work to create a 
‘farm-friendly’ environment 
in your county and town-
ship.” More specifically, it 
instructs them to ‘vote for 
and support pro-agricul-
ture candidates for county 
commissioner and town-
ship officer. Actively recruit 
farmers to serve as elected 
officials, and don’t be afraid 
to take your turn serving as 
a township supervisor.

Work with your farm 
groups to educate local 
elected officials about mod-
ern agriculture. Make sure 
farmers are represented in 
land use planning discus-
sions in your county . . . Be 
there to support other farm-
ers in your community as 
they apply for a permit for 
a new or expanded facility.”

This culture of  corpo-
rate indifference has con-
sequences. Today’s rural 
Americans stand among the 
ashes of  hometowns rav-
aged by corporate giants, 
crushed by the corporate 
intruder.

Corporate agriculture 
has not only destroyed the 
rural spirit and harmony 
of  living as one with the 
land but of  living with one 
another as well. The gloomy 
shadow of  corporate facto-
ry farms evaporates friend-
ships, corporatizes the food 
system, annihilates inde-
pendent farmers, breaks the 
animals’ connection to the 
land, and shatters the joys 
that make up rural life.

In this culture of  corpo-
rate indifference, trouble is 
brewing in rural America 
that is now evident on a na-
tional level: the ideological 
divides, the emboldened 
racism, the hate and rancor. 
In this cruel atmosphere of  
indifference, we will even-
tually discover that we need 
one another.

Big Ag’s corporte culture of indifference
By Heather Close
The Rural Blog

When extreme weather 
hits a rural community, el-
derly residents often strug-
gle the most to recover. To 
help prepare for a natural 
disaster, smaller towns need 
to understand their resi-
dents’ needs and capitalize 
on their strong community 
ties to overcome challenges. 
Lori Hunter, a sociologist 
who studies rural issues at 
the University of  Colorado, 
offers tips on how communi-
ties can support their senior 
residents after the storm has 
passed.

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  yo u r 
town’s population makeup 
and preparation is key. “Ru-
ral areas have higher per-
centages of  older adults, a 
group that is more likely to 
have chronic health prob-
lems that make experienc-
ing natural disasters espe-
cially dangerous,” Hunter 
explains. “Friends, family 
and neighbors in rural ar-
eas can help [seniors] devel-
op disaster response plans 
to ensure older residents 
have access to medications 

and medical treatment and 
that they have an evacuation 
plan.”

Rural communities tend 
to have stronger social ties 
that can help older residents 
work through recovery de-
mands. “Those social con-
nections can help reduce 
older adults’ vulnerabili-
ty when disasters strike,” 
Hunter adds. “Following 
severe flooding in Colorado 
in 2013, social connections 
helped older adults navigate 
the maze of  paperwork re-
quired for disaster aid, and 
some even provided person-
al loans.”

Supporting overall health 
for rural seniors can also 
mitigate a disaster’s long-
term impact. “Rural com-
munities and local groups 
can also help build up older 
adults’ mental and physi-
cal health before and after 
storms by developing edu-
cational, social and exercise 
programs,” Hunter writes. 
“Better health and social 
connections can improve 
resilience, including older 
adults’ ability to respond to 
alerts and recover after di-
sasters.”

Rural disaster help
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2nd Annual Staples 3M Club Charity 
   --Golf Tournament--

SAT., SEPTEMBER 6
The Vintage Golf Course, Staples

Registration: 9 - 9:45 a.m. (rules meeting)    10 a.m. Shotgun Start
Entry Fee: $110 per person includes: *Cart, 18 holes and meal 

*Team Mulligans (1 ea. player), Team String (36”)
*Entry into the longest drive closest to the pin and putting contest

Register by August 29, 2025
•Call Darrell Hoemberg at 218-895-1523 or 218-894-2831

• Online registration: https://cutt.ly/GrzOYRyn
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE 

STAPLES AND MOTLEY FOOD SHELVES
•$600 and custom golf putters for 1st place team •$300 and custom plaques for 2nd place team 

•Custom golf putter for winner of the putting contest
•$1,000 worth of 3M branded merchandise prizes to be drawn (must be present to win)

Up to 33 teams
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June 26
July 16
August 20

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 7/13/2025 Central

Needing/Wanting a 
 Granite Memorial

 FOR YOUR FAMILY?
I can help!
Diane M. 
Hahn

30 years serving 
our area! 

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685 
or 218-640-2341

Menu

Senior Nutrition 
Program

Call on mornings the Friday be-
fore  to reserve next week’s meal. and 
for current suggested donation info. 
LSS Meal; traditional older adult 
menu. Menu is subject to change.

Staples 894-2556
Meals include bread (specific 

kind noted), marg. and 1% milk. 
July 21 - July 25

Monday - Beef  chili maca-
roni casserole, green beans, 

California veggie blend, 
wheat bread, sugar cookie.

T u e s d ay  -   Scalloped 
chicken, green peas, sliced 
carrots, wheat dinner roll, 
blonde brownie.

Wednesday  -  11 a.m. - 
BINGO at the Staples 
Community Center: Bring 
your pennies.  Congre-
gate Meal in the Senior’s 
Room: Diced turkey/gravy, 

mashed potatoes, stuffing, 
whole kernel corn, red Deli-
cious apple, dinner roll.

T h u r s d ay  -  Meatloaf, 
mashed potatoes, brown 
gravy, broccoli, fresh or-
ange, wheat bread.

Friday -Potato crunch fish 
fillet, mashed sweet pota-
toes, mixed veggies, wheat 
dinner roll, tartar sauce, 
snickerdoodle cookie.

Staples World 
Subscription Rates (1 year)

  •LOCAL (4 county area)........$53
   (Todd, Wadena, Morrison, Cass)
  Minnesota ................... $58
  Out-of-State. ............... $63
  Foreign........... on-line only
  Student ....................... $43
    (9 months, print, in-state only)
  Online only ................. $50
  Print w/online ............. $76

Stop at our office, mail us a check, call; 
or go online to pay by credit card. 
(PayPal accepts major credit cards)

The Staples World is  $1.25 per issue.

224 4th St. NE, 
Staples, MN

218-894-1112
www.staplesworld.

com

Subscription rates are going up....
Last year’s prices good  through January 31, 2023 

on NEW or RENEWAL subscriptions. 
(Renewal postcard prices honored)

Dr. Stacy Sjoberg, MD, Ph.D. 
Evaluations and Surgery close to home!!

Call to schedule in Staples:1-800-952-3766

The Circus is coming to Motley

Advance Tickets: Motley Hardware, Motley City Hall, Holiday Gas Station, Bricks Travel Center.   Box Office tickets on site.
Sponsored by: Lions Club of Motley and the Morrison Co. Fair

*Family Entertainment
*One ring Big Top Circus
*Two 90 minute shows

Saturday, July 19
MOTLEY FAIRGROUNDS, 149 Front St. W

w
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You’ll have the opportunity to

The next free concert at Music in the 
Park is the Red Letter Band, who will play 
Sunday, July 20, 7 p.m., at Northern Pacific 
Park in Staples. 

This Minnesota band plays classic coun-
try and original songs that have topped the 
Inspirational Country Music (ICM) charts 
out of  Nashville. In 2014, their debut sin-
gle, “Bring Me” climbed to No. 2 on the 
ICM charts.  The Band’s second release 

“All Abandoned” quickly followed suit also 
reaching a No. 2 spot on the January 2015 
charts.   Later in 2015, “Love Will Stay” hit 
the top 10 earning The Red Letter Band a 
nomination for 2015 ICM Band of  the Year. 

In May 2016, RLB’s song “Going Home” 
reached No. 1 on the ICM charts (their 
fourth  top ten single).  They were nominat-

ed once again for 2016 Band of  the Year and 
2016 New Artist of  the Year.  Power Source 
Magazine has given rave reviews to The Red 
Letter Band and believes they are one of  the 
top up and coming artists in the nation.

The full-scale, family friendly, profes-
sional sound of  The Red Letter Band deliv-
ers high-quality, classic country along with 
a first hand opportunity to hear original 
music from this nationally acclaimed Min-
nesota artist that is ministry focused.

Audience members are reminded to 
bring their own lawn chairs or blankets. In 
case of  rain, events are held at Faith Lu-
theran Church or at Centennial Auditori-
um at Staples-Motley High School. both in 
Staples.

Red Letter Band at Music 
in the Park July 20

July 17
sTaples area FarMers Mar-

keT   Thursdays, 2 - 5 p.m., 
in the clinic patient park-
ing lot at Lakewood Health 
System’s main campus in 
Staples.

‘Walk WiTh a doc’   Thurs-
days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-
wood Health System’s main 
campus in Staples. Meet 
at the main entrance. For 
more information about 

this free program, visit 
https://walkwithadoc.org/
join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

July 18
WoMen’s open aa recov-

ery MeeTing Every Friday 
in person, 10:30 a.m., Mot-
ley Free Methodist Church 

(lower level), 33 Wellwood 
St. E. Motley. All women 
welcome.

July 22
Wadena counTy republi-

cans MonThly MeeTing   will be 
held Tuesday, July 22, 7 p.m., 
at the Wadena VFW. All are 
welcome.

Mark Your Calendar

T h e  S t a p l e s - M o t l e y 
School Board meeting for 
July 21, 2025 is being re-
scheduled to July 28, 2025. 

The meeting will be held 
at 6 p.m. at the Staples-Mot-
ley School District Office, 
905 4th St. NE, Staples. The 
full agenda can be seen at 
the District office and on 
the School District website, 
isd2170.org.

T h e  S t a p l e s - M o t l e y 
School Board Work Session 
Scheduled for August 4 has 
been cancelled.

School board 
meeting 
re-scheduled

The 126th Cass County 
Fair in Pillager will be held 
Thursday, July 17 - Saturday, 
July 19.

On the agenda are con-
tests, food booths, fireworks, 
horse judging, ATV races,  
music and a host of  other 
activities for people of  all 
ages, including a medallion 
hunt with a $1,000 prize. 

Many favorite events are 
on this year’s Pillager Fair 
roster, as well as some new 
ones. Some of  the events 
are listed below:

Thursday
‘Set-up day.’ Commercial 

vendors and competition 
exhibitors will be setting 
up. Clues for the medallion 
hunt will be posted each 
morning at 9 a.m. at the 
Community Center. 

Food booths open at 10 
a.m. Stop by the Commu-
nity Center (at the fair-
grounds) for Cash Bingo, 
starting at 7 p.m. 

Friday
It’s ‘Judging Day’ on Fri-

day.
Stop by at 9 a.m. for 

breakfast (food booths will 
be open) and visit the horse 
judging arena and exhibit 
booths as well. 

At 10 a.m. vendor booths 
open, tours of  the day care 
will be offered, and the His-
tory Building also opens. 
Starting at 11 a.m., the area 
with the inflatables opens 

up (Froggy Hops Inflatable 
Jumpers!); and at 3 p.m., the 
Beer Garden opens.

 The Kiddie Tractor Pull 
will be held at 5 p.m. (reg-
istration at 4:30 p.m.) and 
Cash Bingo starts at 7 p.m. 
in the Community Center. 
From 7 - 11 p.m., enjoy Kara-
oke & DJ by Tina.

Saturday
Saturday is ‘Family Fun 

Day.’
From 7 - 10 a.m., the Pil-

lager Boy Scouts will spon-
sor a pancake breakfast. 
Horse Judging will be held 
from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; and the 
Color Splash Family Dash 
starts at 8 a.m., at the Pil-
lager School. 

At 10 a.m., be sure to take 
in the annual parade, which 
travels downtown Pillager 
along River Street. Later, 
young people will want to 
hitch a ride on the Pillager  
Fair Express.

N e e d  yo u r  v e h i c l e 
washed? From 11 a.m. - 5 
p.m., the Pillager Wrestling 
Association will hold their 
‘Car Fundraiser Wash’ at 
224 River St. S., Pillager. 

For those who like con-
tests, Texas Hold ‘em will 
begin at 1 p.m.; and a horse-
shoe tournament at 2 p.m.

A ‘History Harvest’ takes 
place at he History Center 
from 1 - 8 p.m. This is an op-
portunity to be a part of  col-
lecting and preserving the 

memories of  the Pillager 
area. Bring your historical 
items to the History Cen-
ter to be captured digitally 
for our collection. These 
include photos, community 
memorabilia, written sto-
ries, artifacts and collect-
ibles.

 Don’t miss the ATV Rac-
es at 6 p.m.; or the fireworks, 
which begin at 10 p.m. “Gig-
foot” Band will perform 
from 8 p.m. - midnight. The 
inflatables will be open 
from 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Throughout the day, food 
booths will be open, as will 
the exhibition building 
(from 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.). The 
fair closes at midnight.

For a more detailed list 
of  events, pick up a Pillager 
Fair Premium Book at area 
businesses and at the fair-
grounds.

Pillager Fair runs July 17-19
Parade, exhibits, ATV races, fireworks, more
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“Traditions”
By Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ
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Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Adult Bible Study ..........................6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Sunday Worship Service ...................8:30 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org 
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
Pastor Joshua Jeresek
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA ....................218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
 Sunday Worship ............................8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.
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“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.
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God knows what it’s like to live in time.
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our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”
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greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.

I remember years ago on K.T.I.G. radio out of Pequot 
Lakes, a show entitled, “A Touch of Tradition” by the then 
radio station manager’s wife. We also may remember in 
the film, “The Fiddler on the Roof,” Tevye was heard sing-
ing throughout the movie his theme song, “Tradition!” 
Good and healthy traditions provide a rhythm to life that 
can help us treasure what is valuable and ground us in 
what is important.

Take some time to ponder some of your past and 
present traditions in family, work and leisure. I so enjoy 
bubbler lights on a Christmas tree. My maternal grand-
mother in her Litchfield, MN home had them on her live 
Christmas tree. Every Christmas season we could travel 
there to see her. Bubbler lights on our tree reminds me 
of her yet to this day even though she passed about 25 
years ago.

Another tradition our family of 17 has is to converge 
on Paul Bunyan Land each summer. While in the park, 
we go to the old fashion dress up building to get our pic-
ture taken that we then often use in our Christmas letter. 
Maybe you have fond memories of tradition in your fam-
ily gatherings throughout the year for various occasions. 
Maybe your work colleagues have traditions of recogni-

tion for jobs well done or around seasonal celebrations.
Do you have traditions around hobbies or remember-

ing accomplishments of the past? Maybe you have tradi-
tions of letter or card writing, Maybe your traditions are 
about daily routines you have. The list goes on and on.

Like all gifts from God, the gift of traditions needs to 
be held in gratitude with open hands. Traditions need to 
stay fresh and purposeful, rather than an end in and of 
themselves.

Are the traditions you and I have fresh and purposeful 
to God’s glory? God’s does give us tremendous rhythm 
in  simply the way He has created the universe right 
down to each and every breath and heart beat that He 
continually gives us. We need to thank God regularly for 
His “traditions” of life-giving and sustaining care. 

Do you have “traditions” of being with God’s people 
during the week and on Sundays? What about the tradi-
tions of being in God’s Word so wonderfully described 
in Psalm 119? Hopefully, we have traditions of being 
people-oriented in serving them whenever we can. The 
wonder of God’s engaging mysteries of life feed our 
godly traditions.  Imbibe them well.

wk30c

9:00 a.m.

Surround me,
Anchoring me in darkness,
Driving me to wear a heavy shroud,
Never able to see the light,
Endless desire to be anything other than myself,
Staring into an endless void,
Searching to find a path to you.

In Memory of
Mitchell Koppes
12/27/1984 - 7/12/2008

Stella Fonteyn, 79, of  
Staples, passed away peace-
fully surrounded by her 
family at her home on July 
7, 2025.

A Funeral Mass was 
held July 12, 2025, at  Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in 
Staples. 

Burial was at Evergreen 
Hill Cemetery in Staples.

Stella was born July 26, 
1945 to Henry and Augusta 
Robben in Long Prairie. 
She earned her Licensed 
Practical Nurse (LPN) 
degree and dedicated 35 
years of  compassionate 
care to her work at Lake-
wood Health System. She 
was united in marriage to 
David Fonteyn on Febru-
ary 7, 1970 in Staples and 
together they built a life 
centered on faith, family 
and service.

A devoted member of  
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, Stella lived her 
faith in both word and 
action. She participated 
in medical mission trips 
to Africa and the Philip-
pines, offering her nurs-
ing skills and loving heart 
to those in need. At home, 
Stella’s joy came from 
simple pleasures: sewing, 
quilting, gardening, fish-
ing, canning, cooking and 
baking - especially her 
beloved homemade bread. 
Most of  all, she cherished 
time spent with her chil-
dren, grandchildren and 
great-grandchild.

She is  survived by 
her husband of  55 years, 
David; three daughters, 

Kelly Lingbeek, Brenda 
(Jason) Borash, Jenni-
fer (John) Vavra; one son, 
Jamie (Christina) Fonteyn; 
eight grandchildren, Kait-
lin (Zach) Olsen, Andrew 
(Anastasia) Borash, Bre-
anna (Sam) Hess, Brock-
ten Vavra, Brodie Vavra, 
and Addison,  Jocelyn 
and Jaidyn Fonteyn; one 
great-granddaughter, Eliz-
abeth Hess; one sister, Rita 
(Gary) Stracek; one sister-
in-law, Gloria Robben; as 
well as many nieces, neph-
ews and extended family.

She was preceded in 
death by one son, Jeff; two 
daughters, Mary Jo and 
Mary Kay Fonteyn; par-
ents and two brothers, Ray-
mond Robben and Richard 
(Stella) Robben.

Stella’s warmth, gener-
osity and deep love for her 
family and community will 
be dearly missed by all who 
knew her.

Arrangements were by 
the Taylor Funeral Home, 
Staples.
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Stella Fonteyn

Maryann Petersen, 81, of  
Staples, passed away sur-
rounded by her family on 
July 8, 2025.

A Celebration of  Life will 
be held from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  
on Saturday, July 26, 2025, at 
the Brenny Family Funeral 
Chapel in Staples. 

M a r y a n n  w a s  b o r n 
August 1, 1943, to Rodney 
and Inez (Carr) Steffes in 
Rochester. She dedicated 
her life to caring for others 
working as an LPN for over 
40 years. She  also enjoyed 
working at Clarks in Staples 
for over 10 years, where she 
formed many lasting friend-
ships.

Maryann had a deep love 
for animals, especially her 
dogs. She found joy in many 
hobbies, including ceramics, 
tending her vegetable gar-
dens, crocheting beautiful 
pieces for loved ones and 
sharing her love through 
baking and cooking. 

She is survived by two 
sons, Curtis Petersen and 
Cyle (Lee) Petersen; four 
cherished grandchildren, 
Darwin, Sabrina, Dylan 
and Jessica Petersen; one 

sister, Rita Poole and nieces 
and nephews, Deana Petron, 
Lori Aasen, Rodney Steffes, 
Steven Steffes and Holly 
Holton. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents and 
one brother, John “Jack” 
Steffes.

Maryann will be remem-
bered for her kind heart, 
dedication to others and 
the love she shared freely 
with family, friends and the 
many animals who found a 
home in her heart.

Arrangements are by 
the Brenny Family Funeral 
Chapel, Staples.
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Maryann Petersen

Pamela Joyce Resch, 66,  
of  Staples, passed away 
July 7, 2025 following a long 
battle with cancer. 

A Celebration of  Life 
will be held Thursday, July 
24 at the Staples Assembly 
of  God Church at 11:00 a.m. 
A luncheon will be served 
after the service. 

A private family inter-
ment will be held at a later 
date.

Pam was born June 4, 
1959 to William and Peggie 
Evans in Ft. Rucker, Ala-
bama.

Pam was a talented 
artist and studied graphic 
design. She spent her 
younger adult years in 
the south, was employed 
in multiple places but her 
favorite was waitressing 
in Folly Beach, South Car-
olina at the Atlantic House.

Pam moved to the Twin 
Cities in 1985 where she 
met  Ro ger Thompson. 
The two of  them were 
together for 38 years. She 
enjoyed annual family 
camping trips, sitting by 
the fire, sharing family 
stories, playing various 
card games and challeng-
ing herself  on her favorite 
game shows. She was also 
quite the gourmet cook.

After Roger’s passing 

in December of  2024 Pam 
moved back to the Vern-
dale area in January of  
2025 to be closer to her 
family.

Pam is survived by three 
sisters, Joni (Mark) Cal-
lahan, Deb (Chuck) Tan-
geman and Alicia (Greg) 
Johnson,  all of  Verndale; 
three brothers,  Forest 
(Rose) Reichel of  Royal-
ton, Russ (Ruth) Gibbs of  
Grand Island, Nebraska 
and Bill (Pam) Evans of  
Staples and many neices 
and nephews.

Pam was preceded in 
death by her parents; 
one sister, Billi Kay; one 
brother, Christopher and 
her significant other, Roger 
Thompson.
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Pamela Resch

Obituaries

See OBITUARIES on page 9a

On l i n e b i r t h s r e m Ov e d 
at the request Of lakewOOd 
health system.

Hello World With heavy hearts, we 
announce the passing 
of  Carrie Lee Anderson, 
47, of  Prior Lake, who 
passed away peacefully on 
July 1, 2025, at St. Francis 
Regional Medical Center.

Memorial Services will 
be held at 11:00 a.m. with 
visitation from 10:00 a.m. to 
10:45 a.m. on Friday, July 18 
at Ballard Sunder Funeral 
and Cremation, 4565 Pleas-
ant Street SE, Prior Lake. 
Pastor Jac Perrin will pre-
side.

Born August 25, 1977, in 
Ely, Carrie spent her child-
hood in Motley and grad-
uated from Staples-Motley 
High School in 1995. She 
pursued higher education 
in the Minneapolis sub-
urbs, earning a Bachelor 
of  Science in Business 
Marketing and a Master’s 
in Business Administra-
tion. Carrie was known for 
her warmth, creativity and 
boundless compassion.

In 2011,  Car rie met 
Jason Anderson and they 
married in 2015. They set-
tled in Prior Lake and wel-
comed their son, Chase, in 
2017. Carrie was a devoted 
mother, always supporting 
Chase in his activities and 
planning family adven-
tures.

Carrie had a passion 

for life and nature, enjoy-
ing boating, gardening and 
celebrating holidays with 
her creative touch. She was 
a vibrant presence, known 
for her humor, brilliance, 
and stylish flair. Carrie was 
selfless, always offering a 
helping hand and a listen-
ing ear to those around her.

Carrie is survived by 
her husband, Jason Ander-
son; one son, Chase Ander-
son; her mother, Marinell 
Philipp; one goddaughter, 
Jade Buchwitz; two aunts 
Linda Hane and Lori Die-
koff  and one uncle, Forest 
Skeesick. She is remem-
bered by countless friends 
and extended family.

Arrangements are by 
Ballard-Sunder Funeral 
& Cremation, www.Bal-
lardSunderFuneral.com.
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Carrie Anderson
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The Staples-Motley 
14U baseball team ad-
vanced to their league’s 
state tournament three 
straight wins in the Tim-
berline Tournament hosted 
in Staples. The Cardinals 
beat Bertha-Hewitt-Vern-
dale in the first game, had a 
thrilling come-from-behind 
win against Wadena-Deer 
Creek in the next round, 
and beat a tough Park Rap-
ids team in the final. The 
state tournament will be 
played this weekend. (Pho-
tos by Mark Anderson)

14U team 
makes state
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Staples World 5bThursday, October 22, 2009Classifieds

• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 
DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service
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Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/internet. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.

cl
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tfc

PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
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c
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Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
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Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY**SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*

classif. weekly folder on public: 2025 SD changed wk#29   6X13”

Asphalt Paving • Granite Products • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
SINCE1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

of 

Electrical Services for

•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

Ultimate Septic Service LLC 
David Odden - Owner/Operator 

Services:
•Septic Pumping •Jetting 

•Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic 

pumping needs!
218-296-1187

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts

Notices
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LOST
TWO VOLUMES OF 

P H O T O G R A P H S  O F 
TODD COUNTY BARNS, 
taken in the early 2000's. 
The photographs were in 
two 3-ring binders which 
contained photographs of  
barns from each township 
in Todd County. The bind-
ers were borrowed from 
the Todd County Historical 
Museum and have not been 
returned. We would appreci-
ate their return to the muse-
um at 333 Central Ave., Long 
Prairie, MN 56347. Call 320-
533-1447 with information 
on missing photos. 30x

 

services & 
employmeNt

205
Help Wanted

208
Storage

For sale
309

Miscellaneous
   FABRIC PIECES: Ap-
prox. 100 pieces of  fabric 
(from 12 inches wide to 20 
inches wide) available. 
These pieces are “sample 
fabics” which are various 
colors from multiple furni-
ture/drapery makers. Call 
218-639-5216. Price negotia-
ble.                                29-31p

real estate
601

Wanted
ROOMATE: Adult, no 

alcohol, female preferred. 
Private bed/bath, shared 
kitchen. Rural Motley, $400/
mo. Utilities/food included. 
320-309-7066. 30-31p

602
Apartments 

for Rent

Staples World4b Thursday, October 22, 2009

Please mail completed form and payment to:
Staples World, Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______ 

Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $7.25 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $16.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______
 Add $3 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED _______
 indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized

 Add $10 for Blind Box _______
 TOTAL enclosed _______ 

“Card of Thanks” and “In Memoriam” are 20¢ per word with 
no minimum. Number of words ____ x 20¢ = _______ 
 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors 

brought to our attention after the second 
publication. We are not responsible for errors due 

to illegible copy or missing punctuation. 

Name ____________________ Phone ______________

Address  ______________________________________

City ___________________ State ____  Zip _________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

Classifications

Place your Classified Ad 
for only $725/wk.

Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat Sunday in the

taples orldS W

S
u
n
d
a
y

Both publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DEADLINE:  5 p.m. Monday

The publishers liability for errors in an advertisement or for failure to 
publish the ad shall be limited to publishing the ad in a subsequent issue 
or for the refund of any monies paid for an ad not run (and out of date for 
subsequent issues) providing the advertiser reports the error or omission 
immediately after it occurs.

All advertising copy is subject to the approval of the general manager. 
We will not accept ads from anyone with a past due account.

Regarding sex or age preference in help wanted advertising in accor-
dance with the rules adopted by the Civil Rights Commission, the Staples 
World, Sunday Square Shooter and Heartland Market cannot accept help 
wanted advertising copy which in any way expresses a sex or age prefer-
ence on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement unless the 
advertiser files an affidavit with the newspaper justifying the sex or age 
preference on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement.

All real estate and rental advertising in these publications is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which made it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin or any intention to make any such preference limi-
tation or discrimination.” These publications will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate or rental which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

The Fine Print

lassifiedsC
NOTICES

101

Card of Thanks
We wish to thank all 

who made our 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary so mem-
orable. Special thanks 
to Father Scott for his 
prayers and blessing. To 
all of  our children, grand-
children,  g reat -g rand-
children and our friends 
for their cards and phone 
calls. God bless all of  you.
 Ken and Kathy 
 Richardson
 41p

103
Lost and Found

FOUND: after Firearm 
Safety Field Day, Oct. 10, 
black/grey fur bomber hat 
and camo shooting gloves, 
green wool gloves, black 
gloves/grey trim, pair of  
prescription glasses/dark 
frame. To pick up call Ham-
bergs Auto Repair at 218-
894-2255. All items will be 
donated after Oct. 31. 41x

106
Personals

WANTED: Female com-
panion, active, sense of  hu-
mor, likes sports, movies, 
dining out. Write and in-
clude phone #, P.O. Box 72, 
Staples, MN 56479. If  you 
have responded–Send 
again, as the Post Offi ce 
forgot to put a name on 
box No. 72.  34-43p

49 yr.  old Brainerd 
man, looking for 35-50 yr. 
old woman. 218-838-4110.
 41-43p

SERVICES & 
EMPLOYMENT

202
Childcare 
Providers

KIDS KOUNTRY KAS-
TLE now has infant, tod-
dler and pre-school open-
ings. A lot of  pre-school 
activities scheduled indoor 
and outside, 27 years of  ex-
perience, training includ-
ing CPR and First Aid. On 
PCI food program and have 
a daily assistant. This is a 
loving, nurturing environ-
ment located in the safety 
and security of  the coun-
try. Call Deb at 218-894-2103.
 40-43p

N E W  DAY  C A R E 
NOW OPEN - BUSY BEE 
CHILD CARE: Calm, fun, 
loving home close to 3M in 
Staples. Nutritious meals 
(including homemade baby 
food), have structured and 
free play that focuses on 
their development. All ages 
welcome. Call Susannah @ 
218-296-1752. 41-44p

205
Help Wanted

MYSTERY SHOPPERS 
Earn up to $100/day. Under-
cover shoppers needed, to 
judge retail and dining es-
tablishments. Experience 
not required. 888-727-0603.
 40-43p

WANTED:  Good par-
ents who want to become 
even better parents. Join 
us at our free Circle of  Par-
ents group each Monday 
evening, from 6:30-8 p.m. 
in the Staples Elementary 
School Library. Free child-
care. For more information, 
call Bob at 218-640-7035. 41p

The Wadena County 
Highway Department is 
taking applications to cre-
ate an eligibility list for 
possible future hiring of  
individuals to fill Main-
tenance Worker III posi-
tions in the Maintenance 
Division. This is a FT per-
manent position within 
the department. The pri-
mary role of  this position 
is to safely perform gener-
al road and bridge mainte-
nance activities in variable 
work environments. Gen-
eral maintenance activi-
ties shall include but not 
be limited to truck driv-
ing for snow removal and 
ice control, crack sealing, 
crack and pothole filling, 
roadside vegetation con-
trol, gravel shouldering, 
road re-graveling, culvert 
installation, sign main-
tenance light and heavy 
equipment operation, as-
sisting in routine servic-
ing and maintenance of  
equipment and trucks, 
and working with hand 
and shop tools. Qualifi ca-
tions: The requirements 
for this position are: High 
school diploma - CDL driv-
er license. Compensation: 
this position is a Grade 51 
with a pay range of  $13.24 - 
$19.04 per hour. The actual 
pay will be dependant on 
the individual’s skills and 
experience. Applications 
can be obtained and re-
turned to the County Af-
firmative Action Officer 
located in the Auditor’s Of-
fi ce of  the Wadena County 
Courthouse, 415 S. Jeffer-
son Street, Wadena, MN 
56482. hone: 218-631-7650. 
Applications must be re-
ceived by 4 p.m. on Fri-
day, October 30, 2009. 
 39-42c

207
Equipment for 

Rent

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

 Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day 
service, Miller True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
 38tfc

ACE IN THE HOLE 
S T U M P  G R I N D I N G. 
Clean up available. Call 
mark Kobliska for free esti-
mates. 218-820-3809, fully 
insured and satisfaction 
guaranteed.  37-42p                                    

HANDYMAN WORK: 
Snowplowing, landscaping, 
skidloader work, stump 
and brush removal and 
carpentry work.218-296-
2213, Matt. 39-44p

 FOR SALE
301

Good Things to 
Eat

PUMPKINS $2/each. 
218-894-3207. 40-42p

303
Hay, Feed, Seed

O C T O B E R  S P E -
C I A L S  a t  B J E RG A 
FEED STORES in Brain-
erd, Motley, Pine River 
and Little Falls. 10% dis-
count on all Silver Star, 
gates, panels and bale 
feeders during October.
 39-41c

50 sq bales (2nd cutting) 
alfalfa, $4. 100 bales mixed 
alfalfa/oats for horses $3. 
ALSO: Lorentz mixer mill 
$1,000. 218-894-1298. 39-42p

5x5 round bales grass/
alfalfa, $40/bale ALSO: 
small sq bales grass/hay 
and straw. 218-575-2899. 
 39-41p

Wheat and Rye straw in 
big round bales. 218-270-
0289. 40-42p

Oats straw, small bales, 
stored inside. $2.40/bale. 
Gerald Lenk, 218-894-1682. 
 40-42p

Briggs Hard Red Spring 
Wheat, approx.  180-200 bu.; 
ALSO:  2-machinist tables. 
Feeder pigs. Eggs, $1.50/
doz. 218-894-1145. 40-42p

304
Livestock

DD RANCH - Leader 
AQHA Palomino stallion, 
book now for 2010 and save 
$! Boarding, training, les-
sons (trail/arena). Horses/
saddles for sale/trade? 218-
839-0856. 38-40p

Six cows, 2 heifers, open 
red/black Angus cross. 
Healthy, hefty all natural, 
calm. 218-397-2525. 39-41p

306
Sporting Goods

300 Windchester Magum 
Model 70/scope, like new, 
$650. 218-352-6618. 41p

307
Household

Scratch and dent ap-
pliances. Energy star ap-
pliances. ComfortZone 
infared heaters. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall. 320-749-2736.       41-43p

309
Miscellaneous
TREE-RIPENED AP-

PLES - SPRAY FREE 5 va-
rieties including Honey 
Crisp, pies, jellies and cara-
mel apples. Carmel Apple 
Orchard, 26144 State 210, 
2.7 mi. west of  Staples. 12-6 
p.m. daily. 38-41p

Simplicity walk behind 
snowthrowers. No pay-
ments until Feb. 15, 2011 
to qualified buyers. Used 
snowthrowers. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall, 320-749-2736. 41-43p

VEHICLES
401

Automobiles
1996 Merc. Sable, 240,000 

mi., runs great despite a 
few nicks. First $500 takes. 
218-575-2845. 40-42x

2002, Chevy Venture, 
runs good,  new tires, 
$4,000/BO. 218-894-0143. 
 41-43p

402
Trucks/Vans

1995 S-Blazer, 4x4, 4dr, 
$1,495; 1988 F150, 2wd, $895; 
1985 Ranger, 4x4, $695. 218-
894-3487, dealer. 41p

Solid Waste Lead Supervisor Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Lead Supervisor position.
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, ability 
to work well with others in a supervisory capacity as well as be able 
to meet the public in a friendly and professional manner, must have a 
valid Commercial Driver’s License, must have a minimum of two years 
of computer experience involving Microsoft Word and Microsoft Excel, 
must have the ability to quickly comprehend new computer software as 
needed. Must be able to handle accounts payable and accounts receivable 
for Transfer Station/Demolition Landll, must do the billing for the 
MSW Haulers/PRRF, must handle all bookkeeping for Transfer Station/
Demolition Landll, must handle all special assessments for Solid Waste, 
must handle all spreadsheet maintenance. Must have the ability to obtain 
Household Hazardous Waste certication within 6 months, must have 
the ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from the MN Pollution 
Control Agency, must be physically able to lift a minimum of 50 pounds, 
and have the physical capability to withstand manual labor tasks for 
extended periods of time. 
 Position status: non-union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours 
per week, Grade 51, Step 1, $13.24 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482.  Telephone number: (218) 631-7650.
Resumes will be considered only if accompanied 

by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Monuments
contact

Diane M. Hahn
Verndale, MN
218-445-5685 

cell 218-640-2341

Black granite on SALE!
Fergus Falls

Monument Company

cl32tfc
Avoid

Event Conflicts
Check the Events 
Calendar online at 

www.staplesworld.com
 Submit events to
 dtimbs@staplesworld.com

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS
Central Todd County Care Center,

in Clarissa, MN
has openings for Day, Evening & Night CNA 

Applicants must be 16 years of age or older and 
have CNA certication or be participating in CNA training.

CTCCC offers a wide variety of benets and 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

 May apply in the business ofce or pick up an 
application after ofce hours at the nurses’ station.
If you are interested in becoming part of our team, 

please call (218) 756-3636.
cl40-41c

Solid Waste Attendant Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Attendant. 
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, 2 
consecutive years experience as a heavy equipment operator within the 
last 4 years, Class A CDL, computer experience involving Microsoft 
Word and Microsoft Excel, ability to comprehend new computer 
software as needed, ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from 
the MN Pollution Control Agency, physically able to lift a minimum of 
50 pounds, ability to work well with the public and others. 
 Preferred qualications: knowledgeable in repair of small engines, 
some carpentry experience, some welding experience, good working 
knowledge of pumps and pump maintenance is also preferred. 
 Position status: Union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours per 
week; Grade 49, Step 1, $10.98 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482. Telephone number: (218) 631-7650. 
Resumes will be considered only if 

accompanied by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Long-Term Substitute 
K-6 Elementary Instructor
The Verndale Public School has an opening for a 

Long Term Substitute K-6 Elementary Instructor. This position 
requires a current MN Department of Ed. teaching license. 

Applications are available on the Verndale School website 
http.//www.verndale.k12.mn.us/ or in the District office.

Interested individuals are to submit a letter of application, resumé, 
copy of MN teaching license and college credentials to:

Superintendent Paul Brownlow
Verndale Public School, 411 SW Brown Street, 
Verndale, MN 56481. Phone: 218-445-5184.

POSITION WILL BE OPEN UNTIL FILLED. 
Application deadline is Friday, October 30, 2009
“Verndale Public School is an Equal Opportunity Employer”

cl40-41c

Y O U R  H O M E  F O R  H E A L T H C A R E

Lakewood Health System 
is seeking candidates for the following positions: 

TENANT CARE COORDINATOR- RN
Assisted Living- Lakewood Pines/ Manor
FT; 64 hours/ pay period
Primarily day shifts; weekends involved
Current MN RN Licensure required
Candidates with previous experience preferred
Deadline:  October 27, 2009

RESPIRATORY THERAPIST
FT; 80 hours/ pay period
Variable hours and shifts; Possible weekends
CRT OR RRT credentials required
BLS/ ACLS required
Deadline:  November 2, 2009

As a growing health care system, we offer our employees 
a positive work environment, competitive pay and benefits. 

Please visit our web site at:
 www.lakewoodhealthsystem.com for details and to apply on-line.

AA/EOE

cl
42

c

THINKING ABOUT BUYING A 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
The Staples World and the 
Federal Trade Commisssion, the 
nation’s consumer protection 
agency, say investigate before 
you invest. Visit ftc.gov/bizopps 
to learn how to tell a real deal 
from a raw deal.

Miller True Value

Open 7 Days
Staples, MN   218-894-3263

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

FOR RENT

For all your paint and
wall covering needs.

Open
M-F, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m. - Noon    

CALL FOR FREE 
ESTIMATES

218-894-1551
Hwy. 10 West
Staples, MN

See US for ALL your 
carpeting needs.

JAPKE
DECORATING
Painting and Paper Hanging

cl
30

-3
1c

Wadena County 
employment opportunity

Jailer/Dispatcher Position 
and Eligibility List:

The Wadena County Sheriff’s Office is accepting applications 
for a Full-time position of a Jailer/Dispatcher and creating an 

eligibility list that will expire in one year on July 25, 2026.
 Minimum Qualifications: Must be at least 18 years old, be in good 
mental and physical health, including good hearing, must have typing 
and computer skills.

A complete job description is available upon request.
 Salary Range: Grade 7, Step 1 $23.17/hr to Step 10 $31.58/hr, plus 
fringe benefits.

Applications are due by July 26, 2025.
 HOW TO APPLY: Applications may be obtained from 

and returned to the Wadena County Human Resources 
Office, Courthouse, 415 South Jefferson Street, 

218-631-7779, by email: hr@wcmn.us, or 
on-line at the county website: www.co.wadena.mn.us.  

Wadena County is an equal opportunity employer. FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL 
218-296-5031

Under new ownership

We are accepting 
applications for 2 and 3 
bedroom townhomes in 
Staples, a community 

you can get attached to. 
Rent based on income. 

Now professionally 
managed by

Income guidelines apply.

 GARAGE SALE:  
Fri., July 18, 11 a.m.-
6p.m., Sat., July 19, 
8 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 
July 20, 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
1303 4th St NE, Staples 
( a c r o s s / c e m e t e r y ) . 
Tools, hardware, fish-
ing/hunting gear, col-
lectibles, duck decoys, 
ricing sticks, climber 
deer stand, electric 
smoker,  brand new 
paint sprayers, a lot of  
misc., hunting boots, 
clothing.                    30p

 GARAGE SALE: 
1001 8th St. NE, Staples, 
Thurs., July 17, 8 
a.m.-6 p.m., Fri., July 
18, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat., 
July 19, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Clothing, home décor, 
books, toys. Priced to 
sell. 30p

   HUGE MULTI-FAM-
ILY SALE: Thurs., 
July 17, Fri., July 18, 
Sat., July 19, 8 a.m.-
5 p.m. 11818 231st Ave., 
Staples. Tons of  vin-
tage items including 
suitcases, decorations, 
clothing,  fur niture, 
fabric, jewelry, books, 
Avon, more. Too  many 
items to mention. You 
don’t want to miss! 30p

 GARAGE SALE: 
Clothing, DVD’s, some 
furniture, a lot of  misc. 
Thurs., July 17, Fri., 
July 18, Sat., July 
19, 8 a.m.-6 p.m. all 
3 days. AJR Storage, 
Unit #67, Staples. 30p

 S WA N  VA L L E Y 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 
RUMMAGE SALE: 
Hwy. 64, Leader (13 
mi. north of  Motley). 
Thurs., July 24, Fri., 
July 25, Sat., July 26, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. each day. 

*BAKE SALE/ ROOT 
BEER FLOATS. 30-31p

GaraGe 
SaleS

701
   GARAGE SALE:  Fri., 
July 18, 11 a.m.-6p.m., 
Sat., July 19, 8 a.m.-6 
p.m., Sun., July 20, 8 
a.m.-6 p.m. 1303 4th St NE, 
Staples (across/cemetery). 
Tools, hardware, fishing/
hunting gear, collectibles, 
duck decoys, ricing sticks, 
climber deer stand, elec-
tric smoker, brand new 
paint sprayers, a lot of  
misc., hunting boots, cloth-
ing.                                    30p

   HUGE MULTI-FAMILY 
SALE: Thurs., July 17, 
Fri., July 18, Sat., July 
19, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 11818 
231st Ave., Staples. Tons 
of  vintage items includ-
ing suitcases, decorations, 
clothing, furniture, fab-
ric, jewelry, books, Avon, 
more. Too  many items to 
mention. You don’t want to 
miss! 30p

 GARAGE SALE: Cloth-
ing, DVD’s, some furniture, 
a lot of  misc. Thurs., July 
17, Fri., July 18, Sat., 
July 19, 8 a.m.-6 p.m. all 
3 days. AJR Storage, Unit 
#67, Staples. 30p

 G A R A G E  S A L E : 
1001 8th St. NE, Staples, 
Thurs., July 17, 8 a.m.-
6 p.m., Fri., July 18, 8 
a.m.-5 p.m., Sat., July 
19, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Clothing, 
home décor, books, toys. 
Priced to sell. 30p

 SWAN VALLEY LU-
T H E R A N  C H U R C H 
RUMMAGE SALE: Hwy. 
64, Leader (13 mi. north of  
Motley). Thurs., July 24, 
Fri., July 25, Sat., July 
26, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. each 
day. *BAKE SALE/ ROOT 
BEER FLOATS. 30-31p

GaraGe SaleS
701

Looking for a
good deal?

Check out the 
Staples
World

Classifieds

Subscribe
Staples World 

newspaper 
subscription

 rates, one year:

Local: $53
(Todd, Wadena, 
Morrison, Cass 

counties)

Minnesota: 
$58.

Out-of-State: 
$63.

Foreign: on-
line only

Student 
Rate: $43 
per school 

year, in-state 
(Sept.-April)

On-Line: $50
Print with 

on-line: $76

P.O. Box 100
224 4th St. NE

Staples, MN  56479
218-894-1112

www.staplesworld.com
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MISCELLANEOUS

        
MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET DISH 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 

Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

GET BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 
low price! Call today and get the latest 
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

Advertise here statewide 
in 200+ newspapers for 

only $279 per week! 
Call 612-332-8844

Your ad here! 
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of 

1.3 million readers!!!   612-332-8844

Public Notices

CITY OF STAPLES

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING TO

CONSIDER THE 
REPLAT OF LOTS 
1-11, BLOCK 2, 
VALLEY VIEW 

NEIGHBORHOOD

NOTICE is hereby given 
that the City Council of  the 
City of  Staples will hold a 
public hearing at 7:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, July 22, 2025, 
at the Staples City Hall, 122 
6th St NE, to consider the 
replat of  Lots 1-11, Block 2, 
Valley View Neighborhood.

All persons interested 
are invited to attend this 
hearing and be heard on 
this matter. 

If  you are unable to 
attend, you can e-mail or 
mail comments to the City 
Clerk at tgreer@ci.staples.
mn.us.  For more informa-
tion call Tara at 218-541-
5004.

Tara Greer, Clerk 
City of  Staples
                                        30pnc

CITY OF STAPLES, 
MINNESOTA

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING 

2026 to 2030 
CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENT PLAN

The City of  Staples will 
hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, July 22 at 7:05 p.m. 
at Staples City Hall, 122 6th 
St NE to present and accept 
comments on the 2026 to 
2030 Capital Improvement 
Plan. A copy of  the draft is 
available at City Hall, 122 
6th St NE. 

All interested parties are 
encouraged to attend the 
public hearing and provide 
comments.

If  you are unable to 
attend, you can e-mail or 
mail comments to the City 
Clerk at tgreer@ci.staples.
mn.us.  For more informa-
tion call Tara at 218-541-
5004.

Tara Greer, Clerk 
City of  Staples
                                        30pnc

MINUTES
REGULAR 

BOARD MEETING 
FRESHWATER 

EDUCATION DISTRICT 
#6004 6/25/25

Wadena, MN 

The regular meeting of  
the Freshwater Education 
District #6004 School Board 
was called to order by Chair 
Rod Huttunen at 5:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, June 26, 2025. 
Board Members Present: R. 
Huttunen  - Sebeka; C. Wolf  
- LP-GE; B. Tumberg - W-DC; 
C. Youngbauer - Verndale; 
J. Hillmer - Browerville; 
K. Howard - Menahga; R. 
Wright - S-M; Sup. Supt: S. 
Vedbraaten – Browerville 
Admin: E. Weber, J. Wothe, 
J.  Anderson,  S.  Thiel . 
Others present: R. Bowman, 
K. Macheel, J. Osberg

Motion by Tumberg, 
seconded by Wright, to 
approve the agenda as mod-
ified. Motion carried unan-
imously. J. Wothe, SPED 
Director, presented an infor-
mational update on SPED 
Monitoring and the Inter-
nal File Review. Supt Weber 
publicly thanked Jamie and 
her team for their work on 
the monitoring process. 

Consent Agenda
Motion by Wolf, seconded 

by Hillmer, to approve the 
Consent Agenda as pre-
sented:

Meeting Minutes: 4/23/25 
Regular Board Mtg. 5/14/25 
Supt Advisory Mtg. Finance 
Reports: FY25 Qtr. 4 Voucher 
Claims: Payments #66138–
66415 Mileage Claims paid 
in April, May and June 
2025. Renewals/Agreements 
(25/26  SY) :  Children’s 
Therapeutic Services and 
Supports (Stellher Human 
Services) E-Rate Services 
Agreement (E-rate & Educa-
tional Services, LLC) Lakes 
Country Service Coopera-
tive Associate Membership. 
School Readiness Consul-
tant Agreement (Menahga 
ISD #821 cmERDC Copy 
Machine Maintenance & 
SMART Systems UFARS 
Agreements School Nutri-
tion Programs (LP-GE, 
W-DC for ALC/Academies) 
Region 5 Reciprocity Agree-
ment (ElevatePD Course-
work)  Wadena County 
Nursing Services. Policy - 
First Reading: 400.9L - Pay-
roll Payments, Substitutes & 
Miscellaneous Pay. 400.10L 
– Payroll Checks & Direct 
Deposits. 412 - Expense 
Reimbursement. 413

Personnel Policies
Personnel Items - 24–25 

SY: Decrease in Hours: 
L.  Wright,  SR Teacher 
Decrease in Days: M. Ludo-
v i s s i e,  S p E d  P ro g r a m 
Support Increase in Days: 
M. Thorp, School Social 
Worker Resignations (Effec-
tive End of  24–25 SY): C. 
St. Clare A. Moxley, ECSE 
Teacher M. Thorp, School 
Social Worker M. Becker, 
SpEd Para L. Bertram, SLPA 
R. Nyhus, SpEd Teacher 
- WALC Leave of  Absence 
Request: K. Harstad, School 
Psychologist,  for 25–26 
1 | Page Retirement: L. 
Hamann, ABE Instructor

Personnel –25–26 SY: 
Hiring/Changes: J. Sev-
erin, SpEd Teacher. Ugstad, 
SLP T. Eddington, School 
Psychologist A. Ladwig, 
SLPA C. Schmidt, ECSE 
Para H. Burke, ECSE Para 
S. Johannes, ECSE Teacher 
Additional 

Changes:  A.  Nelson: 
Reassignment from Payroll 
III to Payroll II I. Nesland, 
SpEd Para: Increase in 
hours J. Schwartz, ECSE 
Teacher: Increase in hours

Permission to Advertise 
and Hire: Academies Spe-
cial Education Paraprofes-
sional ECFE Child Educator 
– LP-GE (20 hrs/wk) ECFE 
Parent Educator (20 hrs/
wk)

Contracts: ABE Assign-
m e n t s  a n d  Wa g e s :  L . 
Hamann, Linda Oman, 
Lori Hintz, Sandra Opheim, 
Valeria Gonzalez (Instruc-
tors) Rebecca Strahl (Pro-
gram Support) Employment 
Agreements (25–26 and 
26–27): M. Kaluza, Carl Per-
kins Coordinator S. McAl-
lister, Director of  Education 
Programs and Evaluations 
VOTE: U/C

Reports 
Superintendent Report: 

E. Weber Contract talks 
ongoing with Itinerant 
Teacher Representatives. 
16-member Freshwater PLC 
team attended Sourcewell 
Leadership Retreat. 

F a c i l i t i e s :  S u m m e r 
cleaning underway

ALC/Targeted Services: 
21 Summer programs in 
session. Early Childhood: 
Reviewed Spring Enroll-
ment & Parent Evaluations 
(School  Readiness and 
ECFE)

Technology: FY24 Tele-
com Access Equity Aid 
reviewed. 

Carl Perkins: FY25/26 
budget from MDE pending; 
TIP mentoring program 
offers 90% teacher retention 

and comprehensive support 
for new CTE teachers Spe-
cial Education 

Director Re por t  -  J. 
Wothe Academy moving to 
two Elm Tree Classrooms to 
meet student needs. 

Upcoming Trainings: 
Paraprofessional (157 reg-
istrants). Special Educa-
tion Update for Teachers 
(August)  CPI Training 
Finance Report - J. Ander-
s o n . Rev i ewe d :  5 / 3 1 / 2 5 
Finance Report Member-
ship Structure & Assess-
ments Summer Program 
Agreement Summary Busi-
ness Services Fund Bal-
ances. Legislative Finance 
Updates (MSBA) Preview 
of  PLC Leadership Retreat 
(full report in August). 

New Business
Motion by Tumberg, 

seconded by Howard, to 
approve the FY26 LTFM 
Levy and 10-Year LTFM 
Plan. VOTE: U/C 

Motion by Hillmer, sec-
onded by Wright, to approve 
the Memo of  Understanding 
with Education MN FED 
Teacher-Itinerant Group to 
forego the HTIA bid process 
in 2025. VOTE: U/C 

M o t i o n  by  H ow a r d , 
seconded by Tumberg, to 
approve the MOU with 
Education MN Freshwater 
Teacher-Itinerant Group to 
forego the HTIA bid process 
in 2025. VOTE: U/C 

Motion by Hillmer, sec-
onded by Tumberg,  to 
approve the School Psychol-
ogist Services Agreement 
with IQ Testing Services, 
LLC - Laurie Fevig for the 
25–26 school year. VOTE: 
U/C

Motion by Howard, sec-
onded by Wright, to des-
ignate Eric Weber as the 
Identified Official with 
Authority  ( IOwA) and 
Sharon Thiel  as IOwA 
to add/remove users for 
Freshwater Education Dis-
trict #6004-61. VOTE: U/C 

Motion by Tumberg, 
seconded by Howard, to 
approve the second and final 
reading of  Policy 400.14L – 
Grow Your Own Stipend/
Reimbursement Guidelines. 
VOTE: U/C 

Gifts and Donations
Motion by Tumberg, sec-

onded by Wolf, to accept the 
following contributions:

$500 from Long Prairie 
Lions Club for the Long 
Prairie Area Lear ning 
Center. $300 from Staples 
Lions Club for Reading for 
the Future Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Huttunen,  Wolf , 
Tumberg, Hillmer, Young-
bauer, Howard, Wright. 
Nays: None. Abstentions: 
None. Absent: VanDenheu-
vel, Thalmann. Resolution 
declared adopted. 

Motion by Hillmer, sec-
onded by Wolf, to approve 
the FY25 Revision III Budget 
& Assessment Manual. 
VOTE: U/C 

Motion by Tumberg, sec-
onded by Hillmer, to approve 
the FY26 Adopted Budget & 
Assessment Manual. VOTE: 
U/C 

Motion by Howard, sec-
onded by Wright, to approve 
the 25–26 Academies Stu-
dent Handbook. VOTE: U/C 

Motion by Hillmer, sec-
onded by Wolf, to approve 
the second and final reading 
of  Policy 704. VOTE: U/C 

Adjournment
M o t i o n  by  H ow a r d , 

seconded by Hillmer, to 
adjourn the meeting at 5:53 
p.m. VOTE: U/C

Respectifully submitted,
Barb Tumberg, 
Board Clerk
                                          30pnc

Peggy Rae Thorn, 70, of  
Verndale, passed away unex-
pectedly on Sunday, July 7, 
2025, while enjoying the 
great outdoors she loved so 
much. 

A Celebration of  Life 
service will be held at 11 
a.m. Saturday, July 19 at the 
Verndale Alliance Church, 
109 NW Brown St. A light 
lunch will be served follow-
ing the service. Visitation 
will be held Friday, July 
18, from 4 to 7 p.m. at the  
church and one hour prior 
to the service.

Peggy was born June 
16, 1955 to Robert and Dor-
othy Larson in Minneapolis. 
She was a woman of  conta-
gious joy and laughter that 
bubbled up readily as she 
embraced every moment of  
life.

Peggy accepted Jesus 
as her Savior at an early 
age. She attended Brooklyn 
Center Evangelical Free 
Church with her family 
where she built many life-
long friendships.

Peggy served on staff  
at Camp Shamineau in 
the late 70’s where she met 
her husband, Gary Lee 
Thorn.  They were married 
in Motley on September 15, 
1979. She was a welcoming 
face in her role at Central 
Lakes College for 35 years 
until her retirement in 
2023. She lured many stu-
dents and staff  members 

into a friendly game of  
ping-pong, where she sur-
prised everyone with her 
competitive skill. When 
Peggy was in the room, you 
were destined to get pulled 
into uncontrollable rip-
ples of  laughter and pure 
joy.  Peggy was an active 
and beloved member of  the 
Verndale Alliance Church 
where she enjoyed youth 
ministry as well as playing 
piano, guitar and singing 
with the worship team. She 
was ready to help anyone, 
any time, loved everyone 
and was ready with a fresh 
batch of  caramel puffcorn 
for any occasion. Peggy 
made many memories with 
her “yada-yada” friends 
and logged many miles on 
horseback with her “gal-
lopin’ gals.” She enjoyed 
God’s great outdoors deer 
hunting, camping with 
family at Clubhouse Camp-

ground, kayaking down 
the river and sitting in her 
favorite chair at the GPRR: 

“Gary Peggy River Retreat.” 
Peggy enjoyed baking, espe-
cially baking Christmas 
cookies with family and 
giving them freely to bless 
many people.

One of  Peggy’s greatest 
earthly joys was spending 
time with her family. Babies 
and children were drawn 
to her bubbly personality, 
and she was seldom seen at 
gatherings without a child 
giggling or sleeping in her 
arms.  

Peggy is survived by her 
husband, Gary of  45 years; 
one son, Mitch Thorn; four 
step-children, Gary (Lyle) 
T h o r n ,  M a rk  ( G l o r i a ) 
Thorn, Mike (Erika) Thorn 
and Taunee (Ruth) Thorn; 
mother, Dorothy Larson; 
two sisters, Laurel (Tom) 
Jenson and Amy (Glenn) 
Widmark and many beloved 
g randchildren,  nieces, 
nephews and friends.

In lieu of  flowers, the 
family kindly requests that 
memorial contributions 
be made in Peggy’s honor. 
These gifts will be directed 
to support her favorite 
ministries, continuing the 
legacy of  her faith and com-
passion. 

Arrangements are with 
the Brenny Family Funeral 
Chapel, Staples.
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Peggy Thorn

Obituaries

Bruce Haber,  73 ,  of  
Motley, passed away peace-
fully surrounded by family 
after a short battle with 
cancer.

A Memorial  Service 
will be held Friday, July 25 
at 11:00 a.m. at the Taylor 
Funeral Home in Staples. 
Visitation will be held one 
hour prior to the service at 
Taylor Funeral Home.

Bruce was born June 
24, 1952, to Norman and 
Evelyn (Anderson) Haber 
in St. Cloud. He worked 
as a journeyman electri-
cian throughout his entire 
career and was known for 
his strong work ethic and 
problem-solving skills.

Outside of  work, Bruce 
had many passions: fishing, 
hunting, tinkering on proj-
ects, listening to records 

and collecting coins. His 
greatest joy, was spending 
time with his family and 
especially his grandchil-
dren, who meant the world 
to him.

Bruce is survived by his 
beloved wife, Eva; one son, 

Aaron (Melany) Haber; one 
daughter, Megan (Paul Wil-
liams) Haber; three grand-
children, Ethan Haber, Isla 
Williams and Luna Haber; 
two sisters, Nancy (Mike) 
Baethke and Lynette (Scott) 
Varner; one brother, Mark 
(Char) Haber; many nieces, 
nephews and extended 
family.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents; one 
sister, Marilyn Haber and 
one granddaughter, Aurora 
Raven Williams.

Bruce will be deeply 
missed and fondly remem-
bered for his kind heart, 
sense of  humor and love for 
life.

Arrangements are by  
Taylor Funeral Home, Sta-
ples.
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Bruce Haber

Janice Johnson, 83, of  
Staples passed away July 
11, 2025. With heavy hearts 
and deep gratitude for a 
life beautifully lived, we 
announce the passing of  
our beloved mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother 
and friend.

Funeral Services will be 
held on Monday, July 21, at 
11:00 a.m. at Faith Lutheran 
Church in Staples. Visita-
tion will be held beginning 
at 9:00 a.m. at the church. 
Lunch will be served fol-
lowing the service. 

Janice was born Octo-
ber 3, 1941, to Leonard and 
Mary Jane (Burger) Loken. 
She grew up with a brilliant 
mind and a compassionate 
spirit. A proud graduate of  
Long Prairie High School, 
she finished at the top 
of  her class - a testament 
to her sharp intellect and 
unwavering determination, 
qualities that remained 
with her throughout her 
life.

She married the love of  
her life, Gary Johnson and 
together they made their 
home in the Staples area, 
where they raised three 
children. Their home was 
filled with love, laughter 
and the values that shaped 
generations to come.

She had a wit that could 
light up a room and a heart 
that embraced everyone 
she met. To her, there were 
no strangers - only friends 
she hadn’t met yet. Her 
warmth and kindness left 
a lasting impression on all 
who crossed her path.

She was spunky, sassy 
and bold - never afraid to 
speak her mind or stand 
up for what she believed 
in. Her vibrant personal-

ity brought energy and 
laughter to every room she 
entered and her confidence 
inspired those around her.

Her greatest joy and pur-
pose in life were her chil-
dren and grandchildren. 
She poured her love, time 
and wisdom into them, cre-
ating a legacy of  devotion, 
strength and unconditional 
love. Her family was her 
world and she was the heart 
of  theirs.

She loved nurturing the 
faith of  young people as an 
assistant Youth Religious 
Education Coordinator. She 
found great joy in her work 
at the local floral shop and 
Greg Larson Sports. She 
loved following her grand-
children in all of  their 
sporting activities, but she 
especially loved wrestling.

Cooking and serving 
others were among her 
greatest joys. Her kitchen 
was always open, her table 
always full and her home 
a place of  comfort and wel-
come. Whether it was a hol-
iday feast or a simple cup 
of  coffee, she made every-
one feel like family.

She built deep, meaning-
ful relationships wherever 
she went, offering a lis-

tening ear, a helping hand 
and a loving heart. Her 
presence was a gift and her 
absence will be deeply felt.

She was preceded in 
death by her  beloved 
husband, Gary; parents; 
mother and father-in-law, 
Lyle and Sara Johnson 
and her special nieces and 
nephews.

She is survived by three 
loving children:

•Tammy (John) Fritsche
•Kimberly (Joe) Pilgrim
•Michael (Tanya) John-

son
Her 12 cherished grand-

children:
•Jessica (Jeremy) Wein-

handl
•Mike Weinhandl
•Jason (Beth) Gustason
•Cory Wilson
•Kara (Sarah) Fritsche
•Tony (LeAnn) Mack
•Raheem (Voss) White
•Beau (Kady) Pilgrim
•Josie (Robert) Jost
•Alyssa (Emjay) Ingersoll
•Maddison (Nathan) Lea-

derbrand
•Mitchell Vanalst
She was also blessed 

w i t h  2 0  “ p e r f e c t ” 
great-grandchildren, each 
one a treasure in her eyes. 
She is survived by her sib-
lings, Shirley Carry, James 
(Shirley) Loken and David 
Loken; and her beloved cat, 
Skittles, who brought her 
comfort and companion-
ship.

She leaves behind a 
legacy of  love, laughter and 
faith - a life well-lived and a 
soul well-loved.

Arrangements are by  
Taylor Funeral Home, Sta-
ples. 
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Janice Johnson
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Guest speaker
U.S. Air Force Veteran Al Evans, Motley, was the 

guest speaker at the Fourth of July Program in Staples. 
His speech was entitled, “Pride in America.” Evans 
served a total of 20 years, including during the Vietnam 
War. 

Bronze sailor dedicated
The ‘Bronze Sailor’ statue at Staples All Veterans 

Park was unveiled at the recent July Fourth Program. 
Pictured are Milt Peterson and Wayne Berry, both U.S. 
Navy personnel. Peterson serves on the park board. U.S. 
Navy veteran Charlie Crews of Staples had been the 
one to suggest adding this statue to the park, and had 
jump-started the project with a $10,000 donation. An-
other $5,000 donation was received by an anonymous 
donor, and U.S. Navy veteran Loren Morey of Motley 
gave $2,000 toward the project. The statue was made 
by Brodin Bronze, Kimball.

Myrna (Rosevink) Thorson (center) 
and her daughters, Stacy Giermann (left) 
and Amy Wilkerson, all of the Wenatchee, 
Wash., area, traveled to Staples for the 
July Fourth Program. All five of Myrna’s 
brothers served in the U.S. Military and 

were having pavers dedicated that day. 
As each of their names were read, a bell 
was rung in their honor. The Rosevinks 
were Staples natives, and Myrna gradu-
ated from Staples High School in 1963. 
(Staples World photos by Dawn Timbs)

Preparing to ring the bell

Patriotic spirit
Veteran Ron Starke (right) and his wife Betty Starke 

of Motley sported red, white and blue at the Fourth of 
July Program at All Veterans Park in Staples. Ron Starke 
is a member of the Motley American Legion Post #124 
which provided the color guard at the program. 

Enjoying the festivities
Roddy and Jan Sams of Staples attended the 

Fourth of July Program in Staples and enjoyed the BBQ 
lunch that followed. 

Giving the 
Invocation

Pastor Jim Johnson 
gave the Invocation at the 
Fourth of July Program at 
Staples All Veterans park. 
Johnson is the pastor at 
Motley Free Methodist 
Church. 

Listening to the speech
Judy Evans, Motley, and Jim Vollegraaf, Staples, 

listened as U.S. Air Force and Vietnam Veteran Al Evans 
spoke at the Fourth of July Program in Staples. Judy is 
married to Al Evans, and Vollegraaf is a fellow Vietnam 
Veteran. 

Ringing the bell
 Veteran Andrew 

Schmidt rang the bell 
during the paver dedica-

tion portion of the Fourth 
of July Program. Schmidt 
served from 1976 - 1980 

as a Hospital Corpsman 
in the U.S. Navy and 

the U.S. Marine Corps. 
He was also a longtime 

Minnesota State Trooper, 
known in the Staples area 

as “Trooper Andy.” 


