
Staples-Motley School District 
upgraded by Moody’s to Aa3
By Mark Anderson
Pubisher

An upgrade in the finan-
cial rating for the Sta-
ples-Motley School District 
resulted in an interest rate 
lower than expected, which 
could mean savings for the 
school district taxpayers.

At the June 22 board 
meeting, Jodie Zesbaugh of  
Ehlers Public Finance Advi-
sors told the board that they 
had received bids on bonds 
for the first $14 million of  
their $42 million referen-
dum. They plan to sell the 
rest of  the bonds next year, 
depending on the timing 
and the financial market.

Z e s b a u g h  s a i d  t h e y 
received nine bids from 
financial companies around 
the country. Before the bid-
ding, they had estimated the 
school would get an inter-
est rate of  4.1 percent, but 
when the bids were opened, 
they were all around 3.8 
percent and they picked the 
company with the lowest 
interest rate offer at 3.829, 
Fidelity Capital Markets of  
Boston, Mass.

“I t ’ s  g reat  news al l 
around,” said Zesbaugh.

The main reason for 

the lower interest rate is 
that the financial status 
of  the school district was 
upgraded by Moody’s, a 
national  credit  rating 
agency that analyses public 
entities to determine their 
financial stability. The 
school district went from 
A1 to Aa3.

“Getting an upgrade is a 
huge deal,” said Zesbaugh, 

“it is very exciting.”
She said the upgrade 

w a s  u n u s u a l  b e c a u s e 
Moody’s has been issuing 
more downgrades in recent 
school district ratings 
across the state.

“That is a strong rating, it 
indicates a strong financial 
status,” said Zesbaugh.

Staples-Motley Super-
intendent Shane Tappe 
said the school put a lot of  
work into the rating pro-
cess, including developing 
a detailed profile for the 
entire district. The rating 
includes the local economy 
and the school’s long term 
financial performance.

Because of  the saved 
interest, Zesbaugh said they 
are able to schedule a drop-
down in the tax schedule 
after the first eight years of  
paying the bonds.

“It saves your taxpayers 
quite a bit of  interest,” said 
Zesbaugh.

T h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d 
approved the sale of  the 
bonds and the closing date 
for the bond sale was set for 
July 16.

Budget deficit
Staples-Motley Business 

Manager Ellie Hill told the 
board that their budget 
deficit for next year is pro-
jected to be $285,000, after 
estimating it to be $300,000 
the previous month. Hill 
said $120,000 of  that is one-
time spending that won’t be 
in the budget the following 
year. 

Hill said the school will 
have less money for Title I, 
which helps students who 
are not meeting educational 
standards. She also noted 
that they will continue to 
monitor the special educa-
tion program to make sure 
they can continue to fund 
it to meet the needs of  the 
students.

“We know those things 
are coming and we can pre-
pare for that,” said Hill.

Superintendent Shane 
Tappe said “spending is the 
one thing we can control. 
It’s important to keep the 

budget in order and control 
spending.”

Hill said the cost of  
computers is increasing 
rapidly because the new 
data centers being built 
are taking all the computer 
components available. As 
a result, planned technol-
ogy upgrades for the school 
might have to be pushed 
back for a later date.

The school is also unsure 
of  next year’s enrollment 
numbers, which determines 
state funding. Hill said they 
expect to have a few more 
students in some grades 
because Sacred Heart Area 
School will not be operat-
ing in the same capacity as 
before. She also noted that 
a large number of  students 
were taking PSEO college 
classes, which decreases 
the school’s portion of  fund-
ing because they are consid-
ered off-campus classes.

“We don’t know if  that 
carries forward to next 
year,” said Hill.

Q Comp
Teaching and Learning 

Coordinator Jenny Pantzke 
gave the board an update 
on the Q Comp program, 
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Patriotic community There is 
no shortage of American flags and patriotic displays 
in Staples and Motley, celebrating 250 years since 
the signing of the Declaration of Independence. The 
Staples Veterans Park will host a Fourth of July 
celebration at 11 a.m. on Saturday morning. Pictured 
here and on the back page are some of the places Old 
Glory is flying with pride in the community. (Photos by 
Mark Anderson)
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Weather Chart

wk. 28

d.t.

Weather
 

  2026
This Week’s Forecast
 High   Low   Cond.
July 1     84     64     T-Storms                                                       
July 2    88      65      P. Cloudy                                                                             
July 3     85     65      Rain                                    
July 4    80     62      T-Storms   
 July 5    81     61      Sunny    
July 6    83     62     M. Sunny                            
July 7    84     63     M. Sunny      
                                                

Average Temps: 
 H = 7   81 º Low = 59º

Compiled by 
Dale Hausmann, 

WCCO’s Staples area 
Weatherwatcher

Last Year, 2025
 High Low Cond.
July 1    82º    60       Sunny
July 2    88      61        Sunny                                     
July 3    90     64     M. Sunny
July 4    91     74        Sunny      
July 5    79     68        Cloudy  
July 6    80     59        Sunny
July 7    71     58        Sunny

By Mark Anderson
Publisher

The Staples Economic 
D e v e l o p m e n t  Au t h o r -
ity (SEDA) learned that 
recently hired Economic 
Development Director Jim 
Hanson will not be continu-
ing in his position.

At the June 23, 2026 SEDA 
meeting, Hanson told the 
board that he had an unex-
pected family emergency in 
southern Minnesota that he 
has to attend to.

At the Staples City Coun-
cil meeting, Hanson said 

“I enjoyed my time here 
immensely, it’s a great town, 
I just need to go be a dad for 
a bit.”

At his final SEDA meet-
ing, Hanson gave the board 
updates on several of  the 
projects he has been work-
ing on.

The SEDA had identified 
housing as a need in the 
community. Hanson said 
he has been working to set 
up a partnership between 
S t ap l e s - M o t l e y  c a re e r 
and technical education 
(CTE) classes and Habit for 
Humanity to build starter 
homes on the south side of  
Staples.  He has a identified 
a city-owned lot as a place 
to start and has contacted 
the M State construction 
program in Wadena, who 

Hanson steps down as 
Staples EDA Director

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

The parochial school that’s been 
an institution in Staples for 100-plus 
years held its last classes, for now, at 
least, May 22, 2026.

Sacred Heart Area School, located 
next to Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
on 4th St. NE, will be transitioning to 
something new, come next fall.

Rumors of  the school’s closing 
had been circulating for much of  the 

past school year, the reasons voiced 
being lack of  enrollment and finances. 
The church and school had made 
concerted efforts to raise the money 
needed to keep the school afloat, but 
sadly, that was not to be.

At their final Children’s Mass May 
22, Principal Justin Edin announced 
that although the school in its pres-
ent form would be closing, it would 
be reopening in the fall as the Sacred 
Heart Area Pre-School and Hybrid 
Homeschool for grades K-8. This will 

be a ministry of  the church.
Edin went on to say that he would 

remain employed at the school, but 
would have the new title of  Headmas-
ter. 

In a recent conversation,  Edin 
and Fr. JC Duncan explained that 
the bishop of  their diocese had asked 
them to yield (pause) enrollment for a 
year and then discern whether it was 
feasible for SHAS to reopen.

Sacred Heart School in transition

Past and present kindergartners at Sacred Heart 
Area School (SHAS) posed for a photo with Sheri Henrik-
son, far left, following a special program and graduation 
ceremony May 22. Henrikson taught at the school for 
the past seven years, the last five as the kindergarten 

teacher. Kindergartners who graduated that day includ-
ed Lila Cole, Lillian Lothson, Genevieve Underhill, Ev-
erett Douts, Himalaya Reese, Andrew Gawarecki, Cruz 
Peterson, Kylie Pearson, Haesten Pearson, Emersyn 
Pearson. (Stapels World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Kindergarten memories

See TRANSITION on page 2a

See SEDA on page 10a

See SCHOOL on page 10a
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Sidewalk art at library
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MEETING #18
ISD #2170

SCHOOL BOARD 
Monday, May 18, 

2026 
6:00 p.m.

District Office

MINUTES

Call to Order
T h e  m e e t i n g  wa s 

called to order by Chair 
Wright at 6:00 p.m. 

Roll Call was taken, 
members Wright, Frisk, 
Freeman, Trout and Reese 
were present, comprising 
a quorum. Member Reeck 
was absent. Also pres-
ent were Superintendent 
Tappe, Business Manager 
Hill, Principal Ferdon, 
Principal Koenigs, Staples 
World Editor Anderson, 
staff  and community mem-
bers. The Pledge of  Alle-
giance was recited.

Motion by Reese, sec-
onded by Trout, to approve 
the addition of  agenda 
items 4i, 8a and 9c. MC 

Motion by Trout, sec-
onded by Freeman, to adopt 
the agenda. MC

Chair Wright wel-
comed the public.

School/Community 
Forum

- None
ConsentAgenda

Approve minutes from 
the May 4, 2026 Board Meet-
ing/Work Session

Approve the 2026-2027 
contract with Interquest 
Detection Canines.

A p p r o v e  t h e  2 0 2 6 -
2029 contract with Par-
entSquare.

Approve the 2026-2027 
Resolution for membership 
in the MSHSL.

Approve the reinstate-
ment from ULA for Lisa 
Koenigs, Middle School 
ADSIS Interventionist.

Approve the resignation 
of  Justine Janecek SLP at 
the end of  the 25/26 school 
year. 

Approve the resignation 
of  Paige Ahrendt, Activi-
ties/Community Ed Direc-
tor effective June 30, 2026.

Approve the 2026-2027 
Health Occupation Ser-
vices  ag reement with 
Browerville Schools.

Approve the hire of  

Samantha Roden, Assis-
tant Gardener.

Motion by Freeman, sec-
onded by Frisk, to approve 
the consent agenda. MC
Donations and In-Kind 

Contributions
Motion by Trout, sec-

onded by Frisk, to approve 
the Resolution to accept 
Grants and Donations in 
the amount of  $18,605.07. 
MC

Thank you to Nyhus 
Chevrolet/Headway Mar-
keting, Staples Dairy Queen, 
First International Bank & 
Trust, Motley Dairy Queen, 
SM Basketball Boosters, 
Sherry Frisk, Miscella-
neous Donors, LEAP, Inc., 
Special Olympics MN, Bev-
erly Nolan, Staples Lions 
Club, Lakewood Health 
System, LEAP, Inc. - Girls & 
Boys Basketball, Box Tops 
for Education and the Carol 
Penfield Family for their 
generous donations.

Finance Items
Financial Report pre-

sented by Business Man-
ager Hill

FY 26-27 Budget Report
M o t i o n  b y  Re e s e , 

seconded by Wright, to 
approve the April disburse-
ments. MC

G e n e r a l  F u n d : 
$724,315.83

Food Service: $51,825.11
Community Service: 

$17,847.52
Constr uction Fund: 

$17.25
Debt Service: $0
Fund 21 Student Activi-

ties: $4,795.03
Fund 45: $0
Motion  by Freeman, 

seconded by Frisk,  to 
approve the April receipts. 
MC 

G e n e r a l  F u n d : 
$1,545,570.37

Food Service: $102,481.70
Community Service: 

$30,399.54
Constr uction Fund: 

$0.00
Debt Service: $0.00
Fund 21 Student Activi-

ties: $7,224.55
Fund 45: $0.00
Bond Pre-Sale Report - 

Informational only
Motion by Trout, sec-

onded by Wright, to approve 
the resolution stating the 
intention of  the school dis-
trict to issue general obliga-

tion school building bonds, 
series 2026A, in the maxi-
mum aggregate principal 
amount of  $42,500,000; and 
taking other actions with 
respect thereto. Roll Call 
Vote: In favor - Reese, Free-
man, Frisk, Wright, Trout; 
Opposed - None; Absent - 
Reeck. MC
Cabinet Presentation 

by Paige Ahrendt  - 
Activities/Community Ed 
Director

Personnel
Motion  by Freeman, 

seconded by Frisk,  to 
accept the retirement of  
LaRae Bjorge, MS Teacher, 
effective November 6, 2026. 
MC

Thank you LaRae for 
your 25 years of  service to 
the Staples-Motley School 
District.

Other
Motion by Reese, sec-

onded by Trout, to approve 
the sealed bids for miscella-
neous items. MC

Motion by____________, 
seconded by____________, 
to approve the resolution 
stating the intention of  the 
school board to enter into 
professional services con-
tracts with ICS Consult-
ing, LLC. Roll Call Vote: In 
Favor - Trout, Frisk, Reese, 
Freeman, Wright; Opposed 
- None; Absent - Reeck MC

Motion by Frisk, sec-
onded by Reese, to approve 
the 2025-2027 negotiation 
settlement with Transpor-
tation. MC

Reports
School Board:
  Freshwater - 4/29/2026 

Minutes.
  Sourcewell - 3/17/2026 

Minutes
ElementaryPrincipal
Middle/High School 

Principal
Activities/Community 

Ed Director- CEAC Meet-
ing Minutes 5-7-2026

SMEA
Superintendent
Other
Motion  by Freeman, 

seconded by Trout,  to 
adjourn the meeting at 7:13 
p.m. MC

Trisha Larson, Clerk
ISD #2170
                                        28pnc

Staples-Motley
School Board Minutes

In the meantime, the school feels hope-
ful about this new ministry opportunity. 
Parents that are interested in being a part 
of  this are asked that their children be 
enrolled in the Seton Home Study School 
which provides Catholic curriculum. 
Sacred Heart is providing a space for the 
ministry and Holy Family House of  Faith, 
provides the context.

Edin said that the hybrid homeschool 
is an opportunity for homeschooled stu-
dents to get together for certain classes and 
special activities, such as music, art and 
science. They will still take religion classes 
and core subjects. 

Students will be integrated with other 
kids from area Catholic churches. Fr. 
Duncan noted that the Diocese of  St. Cloud 
has a huge contingent of  homeschooled 
children already. Staples is just matching 
up.

Fr. Duncan stressed that their staff  are 
not the teachers, the parents are the teach-
ers.

Maria Uselman, a 3rd and 4th grade 
teacher last year at SHAS, will remain on 
as a “mentor.” Mentors will offer support 
to the families enrolled at the hybrid home-
school.

In his new role as administrator of  the 

preschool, Edin will help provide enrich-
ment and oversee the  volunteers. He will 
serve as principal and ministry leader of  
Holy Family House of  Faith.

Volunteers are welcome, too, Edin said. 
He noted that Mayor Ron Murray had 
signed up to help with phy ed and health at 
the new hybrid homeschool.

Within the Area Catholic Community 
(ACC), Staples was the last to have a paro-
chial school. St. Ann’s in Wadena closed 
June 2, 2010, after 107 years of  history.

Fr. Duncan said that the hybrid school 
is a way to continue the legacy of  Catholic 
Education. 

He went on to say that it’s phenomenal 
how many members will be a part of  the 
new homeschool. It’s really “a parity,” Fr. 
Duncan said. Last year, between the pre-
school and elementary school, there were 
43 students enrolled at Sacred Heart. The 
new hybrid school has 35 members (stu-
dents).

Fr. Duncan expressed his appreciation 
for the Staples-Motley public schools, going 
on to note their kindness over the years in 
providing specials, like music, STEM and 
phy ed.

They tried to make sure all employees 
at SHAS had somewhere to go, Fr. Duncan 

said. A few positions are 
still to be determined.

He’s excited to see how 
things go, Fr. Duncan said 
of  the new hybrid school, 
noting that attendance 
at SHAS had dropped in 
recent years. He and Edin 
both said that they are 
excited for new possibili-
ties.

After 100-plus years, 
however, it’s bittersweet 
for many.

Mike Blessing of  Sta-
ples has a lot of  wonderful 
memories of  the school. 
Now in his 70s, Blessing 
attended SHAS through 
the 8th grade. He recalled 
that there used to be 200 - 
300 kids enrolled, with 30 
kids in a classroom. There 
were six kids in his family, 
Blessing said, and they 
all went to Sacred Heart. 
Blessing went on to share 
that when he was a student 
there, the teachers were all 
nuns.

“I t  was  wonderful ,” 
Blessing said of  his experi-

ence at Sacred Heart, adding 
that he liked his teachers. 
He recalled that they had 
large choirs, and wonderful 
science and English teach-
ers.

An accomplished organ-
ist/pianist, Blessing has 
been an accompanist at 
Sacred Heart Church for 
52 years. He’s also been 
i nvo l ve d  at  S H A S  fo r 
decades, leading music for 
students and preparing 
them for the Friday morn-
ing Masses. Most likely, 
he’ll be sharing his gifts 
with students at the new 
hybrid school.

TRANSITION continued from page 1a

Sacred Heart staff to provide enrichment for students

Several alumni of Sacred Heart Area 
School in Staples attended the 2026 Kin-
dergarten  Celebration  May  22,  at  the 
close  of  the  2025-2026  school  year. 
Front  row,  from  left, Jackie Goff, Mike 

Blessing, Jackie Stevens, Ashley Peter-
son, Jamie Pearson. Back: Amy Rutten, 
Lauren Rutten, Julie Peterson, Emily Bur-
rows, Bryan Reese. (Staples World photo 
by Dawn Timbs)

Alumni gathering

Dad and daughter
Sacred Heart Area School Principal Justin Edin 

and his daughter Esther posed for a photo at  the  last 
day of school May 22. (Staples World photo by Dawn 
Timbs)

Sacred Heart Area School Principal Justin Edin 
and 5th and 6th grade teacher Ben Underhill posed with 
the oldest students at the school May 22, the final day of 
school for the year. Pictured, from right, Principal Edin, 
6th grader Josh Uselman, 5th grader Olive Doll, and Un-
derhill. At one time Sacred Heart Area School enrolled 
students through the 8th grade, but most recently has 
been a Pre-K through 6th grade school. Due to a lack of 
enrollment, the school in its present form is closing, with 
plans to open a hybrid/homeschool this fall. Edin’s new 
title will be Headmaster. (Staples World photo by Dawn 
Timbs)

Farewell to grades five and six Flowers for 
Miss Shari

Kindergarten  teach-
er Shari Henrikson holds 
flowers given to her by her 
student  Himalaya  Reese 
at  the close of  the Kinder-
garten  graduation  at  Sa-
cred Heart Area School  in 
Staples May 22.  (Staples 
World  photo  by  Dawn 
Timbs)

Steve’s Auto Salvage
& G&L Service

218-445-6885 • Located in Verndale at Steve’s Auto

•Tires (New & Used)
•Tubes •Belts

•AG Tires •Bulbs •Oil •Antifreeze
•Used Auto Parts
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Looking back

75 Years ago - 1951 
o June 28, 1951 - Head-

line: ‘Army Deserter Held 
For Investigation.’ Robert 
Eugene Watzelt, 19, orig-
inally of  St. Paul, but a 
deserter from the army at 
Ft. Lee, Va., arrested last 
week at Brainerd for the 
theft of  the car belonging 
to Miss Delores Martin of  
Staples, was taken before 
Judge Walter F. Rogosheske 
at district court in Long 
Prairie Monday morning of  
this week, but sentence was 
held up pending a pre-sen-
tence investigation.

Watzelt was picked up 
by Brainerd police officials 
and was then turned over 
to Staples authorities who 
took him to Long Prairie to 
face the charges. His bail 
was set at $2,500, and being 

unable to furnish the bail, 
he was lodged in jail, and 
still remains there pending 
the  pre-sentence investiga-
tion.

o June 28, 1951 - Solid 
Rock Bible camp located on 
the east end of  Lake Alex-
ander, is scheduled to open 
its 11th year of  camping 
Wednesday, July 4, and will 
continue through until July 
15.

The Solid Rock camp is 
located on a 17-acre tract of  
land 10 miles south of  Pil-
lager or seven miles north 
of  Randall, and is on the 
east side of  the lake.

At its beginning, a tent 
was erected on a cleared 
piece of  ground and people 
came from near and far. 
There has been  a steady 
increase in the growth since, 
and today the grounds con-
tain a large tabernacle built 
of  stone, eleven cabins, a 
dining hall, a kitchen, and 
two large dormitories to 
accommodate the large 
crowds which gather each 
year for the annual event.

Outstanding singers, 
musicians and speakers 
have been heard in the past 
years, and this year will be 
no exception. Services are 
held daily at 11 a.m., 3 and 
8 p.m. and the Rev.  Otto 
Schenk will be the main 
speaker.

o June 28, 1951 - “I have 
noticed so many changes 
in the city of  Staples since 
I left here as a girl of  seven 
years of  age, 48 years ago,” 
stated Mrs. John Glaser, o 
424 Tenth Street S.W., Puyal-
lup, Washington, who with 
her husband and brother, 
W. E. Williams of  Aberdeen, 
Washington, spent more 
than a week visiting rela-
tives and friends in Staples 
and this vicinity.

Mrs. Glaser and Mr. Wil-
liams were both born in Sta-
ples. Mrs. Glaser’s maiden 
name was Alma Williams. 
Her mother was a sister of  
the late Mrs. Frank Warden 
whose maiden name was 
Sargent.

Mrs. Glaser went on to 
say that about all she could 
really remember about Sta-
ples was the many tracks in 
the railroad yards here. She 
could vividly remember the 
many cautions she always 
received from her parents 
before she would cross the 
tracks at any time. She 
could also recall some of  
the older buildings which 
have long since been razed 
and been replaced with new 
and modern buildings.

Mr. Williams stated that 
he could also remember 
many of  the older buildings 
here, and marveled at the 
splendid progress the city 
had made since the family 
moved from here nearly a 
half  century ago.

It seemed that these two 
people, natives of  the city 
of  Staples, could remember 
some of  the older names 
of  the community, when 
prompted a little. They 
could recall the W. J. Lewis 
name, the H. C. Millers, 
Dower and Greeno names 
and some others, but being 
children when they left Sta-
ples, could not remember 
any individuals of  these 
families.

50 Years ago - 1976
o June 17, 1976 - Goepferd 

Furniture and Gift Shop 
offers a wide selection and 

Big Savings for Father’s Day, 
including Recliners for Dad 
priced at $99.

o June 17, 1976 - At the 
58th District 5M Convention 
of  Lions International held 
in Minneapolis recently, 
Vern Seipkes received an 
award for being the only 
person in the world to orga-
nize 50 new Lions clubs.

o June 17, 1976 - The Car-
dinal Baseball team at Sta-
ples High school selected 
tri-captains for the 1977 
season at a recent meeting.

Chosen as  the team 
leaders are Doug Shequen, 
Bob Nurnberger and Steve 
Grossman. All three will be 
seniors next year.

Shequen played third 
base and pitched on the ‘76 
team and was named hon-
orable mention on the Mid-
State All-Conference team. 

Nur nberger was the 
starting catcher during the 
past season and will prob-
ably do some pitching next 
year, along with being the 
number one catcher on the 
squad.

Grossman played right 
field and pitched on the ‘76 
team and was selected to the 
Mid-State All-Conference 
team.

o June 17, 1976 - Jeff  Cizek 
was selected by his team-
mates as the Most Valuable 
Player for the 1976 Cardinal 
Baseball Team. 

Cizek led the team in sev-
eral departments during the 
past campaign. He hit .422, 
including seven doubles, 
five home runs and 22 runs 
batted in. He struck out 
only four times during the 
entire ‘76 season. He led the 
team in hits with 23 and was 
second in runs scored with 
14. Cizek led the infielders 
with a .988 fielding average 
at first base and he was 
second in stolen bases with 

six. Cizek is a two-time Mid-
State All-Conference selec-
tion. He is the son of  Mrs. 
Darlene Cizek.

25 Years ago - 2001
o June 28, 2001 - Damages 

to the Staples Motley High 
School building’s interior 
caused by the June 13 rain-
storm are going to be fairly 
extensive.

Water from the nearly 
five-inch rain was more 
than the city’s storm sewers 
on Third Street  could 
handle, causing a backup 
of  water on the street that 
flowed eastward toward 
the school. The high school 
industrial arts and ag shop 
rooms and their overhead 
doors were among the 
lowest points, with water 
entering the school under 
those doors and then flow-
ing down the hallways.

Todd Lyscio, high school 
principal, reported to the 
school board on June 19 
that about 80 percent of  
the classrooms in the high 
school were affected.

o June 28, 2001 - A life-
long Staples resident was 
one of  two people honored 
last week as Todd County’s 
Outstanding Senior Citizen 
for 2001.

Bob Sellnow, who volun-
teers 40 or 50 hours a month 
at the Staples Care Center 

and also does volunteer 
work with the Staples Senior 
Citizen Nutrition Site, was 
named the county’s out-
standing male senior and 
will be representing Todd 
County at the State Fair in 
August. Also honored was 
Vonda Hedlund of  Clarissa, 
who was picked as the out-
standing female senior cit-
izen.

Bob, who will be 81 on 
Oct. 18, started visiting 
the Greater Staples Care 
Center when his wife, Pearl, 
became a resident there. 
He said he saw a need and 
started helping out where 
he could while he visited 
with Pearl. 

10 Years ago - 2016
o June 30, 2016 - The 

Staples Motley Area Arts 
Council has announced its 
‘Music in the Park’ summer 
concert series, to be held at 
Northern Pacific Park in 
Staples. The lineup includes 
Kathy Iverson & Daughters; 
Menten, Nye & Max; Alan 
Godage & Sundown; Old 
School; Mikko & Friends; 
Katie Ziegler.

o June 30, 2016 - National 
Joint  Powers All iance 
(NJPA) in Staples was 
named one of  the Top 150 
Workplaces in Minnesota, 
according to the Minneapo-
lis Star Tribune.

- o - 
Compiled by

Dawn Timbs
- o - 

Last week’s mystery photo pub-
lished in the April 6, 1967 edition of 
the Staples World featured members 
of the Lettermen’s Club at Staples High 
School who’d received awards at the 
annual Lettermen’s Banquet. Pictured, 
front row from left: Jerome Hirschey for 
cross country; Jerry Cleveland for wres-
tling, Rick Rengel, most valuable line-
man in football. Back row: Jerry Hoem-
berg for basketball, Donnell Siepkes for 
track in 1966, Randy Braith as most 
valuable back in football and Larry Mer-
tens for baseball in 1966. The event was 
sponsored by the Staples Chamber of 
Commerce in cooperation with the Let-
terman’s Club of the school. “Red” Sev-
erson, head football coach at St. Cloud 
State college was the featured speaker 

for the evening. 
Sherry (Miller) Frisk of Motley cor-

rectly identified Hirschey, Cleveland, 
Rengel and Mertens. She also respond-
ed to the previous week’s mystery pho-
to, which had gone unsolved. Sherry 
said, “It was the crew from Batcher’s 
Department  Store,” going on to say 
that Joan Batcher, Ethel Dezell, Mike 
Stevens and John Nelson were a few 
she recognized.

Mike Stevens of Motley called 
in about the previous week’s mystery 
photo, which was of the crew from 
Batcher’s in Staples. He recognized 
J. Batcher, Betty Orr, Stella Anderson, 
Ethel Dezell, Linda Glynn, J. Johnson, 
MaryAnn Olson, Mike Stevens, John 
Nelson, Bill Case. 

Mystery solved

Hello readers. This week’s archive 
photo is from 1976. Do you know who 
these people are and perhaps the con-
text of the photo? Do you have a memory 
to share? Email your answers and where 

you’re from to dtimbs@staplesworld.com 
by Friday, or call 218-894-1112. The 
answers will be published in next week’s 
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Mystery photo

Advertising 
(classified and display), 

copy, public notices, 
letters to the editor, etc.:

DEADLINE
Friday noon

The Staples World office,
224 4th St. NE, is 

open every weekday, 8 a.m. - noon. 
•For afternoon availability, 

call 218-894-1112.
Regular advertising and copy 

deadline is Friday, noon.

The office closes at noon on Friday.

moved to 207 4th St. NE

Across from the old Staples Theatre marquee

JUNE 24, 2026
Long Prairie Police
Lesbi Karina Castro Palacios, 

Long Prairie. Wireless communica-
tion. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Antonio J. Terero Medina, Long 
Prairie. Drivers license-driving after 
revocation. Fine $200. Fee $85. 
Driver must carry proof of insurance 
when operating vehicle. Fine $200.

M N  D e p t .  o f  N a t u r a l 
Resources

John Paul Chalmers, Osakis. 
Aquaculture-import/transport/stock 
waters aquatic lie w/out bill of lading, 
permit. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Justin Bryan Kost, Circle Pines. 
Hunting-deer without a license. Fine 
$25. Fee $75.

Curtis Michael Woidla, Osakis. 
Fish and Game-Take fish without a 
license. Fine $100. Fee $85.

MN State Patrol
Jason M. Graham, Maple Grove. 

Speed 84/65. Fine $50. Fee $75.
Brayden Lee Biermaier, Cushing. 

Fail to provide application for reg/
transfer w/in 10 days. Fine $100. 
Fee $85.

Colin Lee Cottingham, Evansville, 
WI. Speed 85/70. Fine $60. Fee 
$85.

Stacy Lynn Danielson, Parkers 
Prairie. Speed 88/70. Fine $60. Fee 
$85.

Marc Vernon Gruber, Glenwood. 
Hands free law. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Heaven Leigh Hall, Cleveland, TN. 
Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Isabella Lynn Jacobs, Carlos. 
Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Kimberly Kaye Kenyon-Brown. 
Driving after revocation. Fine $200. 
Fee $85.

Christian Seth William Leeds, 
Backus. Speed 70/60. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

Jose Eduardo Martinez Ambriz, 
Long Prairie. Speed 71/55. Fine 
$60. Fee $85.

Adam Joshua Mitlying, Sartell. 
Speed 85/70. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Amanda Ortiz Liranzo, Long Prai-
rie. No MN Drivers License. Fine 
$100. Fee $85.

Justin Timothy Prois, Fergus Falls. 
Speed 79/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Jason James Schroeder, Melrose. 
Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Edan Lee Smith, Sartell. Speed 
84/70. Fine $50. Fee $85.

James Kevin Taylor, Mishawaka, 
IN. Seat belt required. Fine $25. Fee 
$85.

Sera Piper Varble, Waconia. 
Speed 81/70. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Avandre Jashaun Brandt, Staples. 
Exhibition Driving. Fine $50. Fee 
$85.

Todd County
Landan Luka Adams, Hastings. 

Speed 70/55. Fine $60. Fee $85.
Jack Stevens Morales Cruz, 

Browerville. Driving without a valid 
license for vehicle class or type. Fine 
$100. Fee $85.

Zachary Benoit Olmschenk, Sauk 
Centre. Careless driving-operate any 
vehicle carelessly on street or high-
way. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Peter C. Swartzentruber, Long 
Prairie. Speed 49/30. Fine $60. Fee 
$85.

The following cases were 
heard before Heidi L. Hovis, 
Seventh District Court in Todd 
County June 16, 2026.

Owen John Babler, Becker. DWI-
Fourth Degree driving while impaired. 
Dismissed. Wireless communication 
device. Dismissed. Traffic-careless 
driving-operate any vehicle carelessly 
on street or highway. Sentenced. 
Supervised probation, 1 yr. Fine 
$200. Fee $75.

Gordon Lee Jr. Coffelt, Swan-
ville. Disorderly conduct. Sentenced. 
Local confinement (90 days, stay 0 
yr 0 mo 90 days for 1 yr). Supervised 
probation, 1 yr. 

Jesus Geronimo Gonzales, Long 
Prairie. DWI-operate motor vehicle-al-
cohol concentration 0.08 within 2 
hours. Local confinement (90 days, 
stay 89 days for 1 yr credit for time 
served: 1 day). Supervised proba-
tion, 1 yr. Fine $100. Fee $150. 
Speed 79/60. Fine $50. Drivers 
license-driving without a valid license 
for vehicle class or type. Dismissed.

The following cases were 
heard before Heidi L. Hovis, 
Seventh District Court in Todd 
County June 17, 2026.

Savannah Rose Taylor, Minneap-
olis. 3rd Degree-possess 10 grams 
or more a narcotic drug other than 
heroin. Continued. Local confine-
ment (11 days, stay 0 yr 0 mo 0 days 
credit for times served: 11 days). 
Supervised probation, 2 yr. Fine $10.

Mark Allen Kobliska, Staples. 3rd 
Degree-refusal to test. Local confine-
ment (364 days, stay 0 yr 0 mo 349 
days for 2 year credit for time served: 
3 days). Supervised probation, 2 yr. 
Fine $250. Fee $75.

The following cases were 
heard before Heidi L. Hovis, 
Seventh District Court in Todd 
County June 15, 2026.

Jacob Robert Usher, Little Falls. 
Carrying Pistol while under influ-
ence of alcohol-concentration 0.10 
or more. Dismissed. 3rd Degree 
DWI-operate motor vehicle-alcohol 
concentration 0.08 within 2 hours.  
Sentenced. Local confinement (364 
days, stay 0 yr 0 mo 361 days for 
4 yr credit for time served: 3 days). 
Supervised probation, 4 yr. Fine 
$200. Fee $505.

The following cases were 
heard before Heidi L. Hovis, 
Seventh District Court in Todd 
County June 12, 2026.

Nickolas Fredr ick Johnston, 
Hewitt. Domestic assault. Dismissed. 
Disorderly conduct. Continued. 
Unsupervised probation, 1 yr. Fine 
$50. 

The following cases were 
heard before Heidi L. Hovis, 
Seventh District Court in Todd 
County June 11, 2026.

Craig Steven Toenyan, Sauk 
Centre. DWI-Operate motor vehi-
cle-any amount Schedule I/II Drugs/
metabolite; not cannabis/hemp. Sen-
tenced. Local confinement (3 days, 
stay 0 yr 0 mo 0 days credit for time 
served: 3 days). Fine $500. Fee 
$100.

--Court reports forwarded from 
the Long Prairie Leader.

Todd Cty. court report

June 14, Staples Police 
took a report of  a small 
amount of  cash taken from 
a business.

June 15, Staples Police 
were notified of  a person 
trying to get into a garge 
and digging in a dumpster 
on 4th Street NE. Police 
identified the suspect in a 
security video and spoke 
to the suspect as his apart-
ment. The suspect agreed to 
stay away from the property.

June 16, Staples Police 
took a report of  a person 
staying in a hotel room at 
EconoLux Inn in Staples. 
Police advised the person 
had established long term 
residency at the hotel and 
that it was a civil matter. 
Over several days, police 
advised to go to the court-
house to file eviction paper-
work. Hotel personal stated 
that a person can not claim 
residency at a business. 
June 17, police received a 
call from the tenant saying 
the owner was banging on 
the door and screaming. 
Hotel owner said he wanted 
to file a lawsuit against 
police if  they did not remove 
the tenant. Police provide a 
complaint form and advised 
on the court-approved evic-
tion process. 

Ju n e  1 7 ,  L a k e wo o d 
Health System asked police 
to come when they tell a 
patient that he is being 
placed on a mental health 
hold. Patient calmed down.

June 17, Staples Police 
took a call from a person 
asking for more police, stat-
ing “the one you sent is lack-
adaisical.” Police reported 
there was another officer on 

the way.
June 18, Staples Police 

stopped a vehicle for expired 
registration. Driver showed 
indicators of  impairment. 
Driver was given standard-
ized field sobriety testing 
and was arrested for DWI 
alcohol with .09 breath 
alchol test. Driver was held 
at Todd County jail until 
sober.

June 18, police assisted 
with a citizen who believes 
a vehicle repair shop in 
Wadena kept a warranty 
check when they repaired 
a vehicle. Police checked for 
documentation of  the war-
ranty check.

June 18, Staples Police 
took a complaint of  a male 
party standing outside a 
door when a person got 
home.

June 18, Staples Police 
took a report of  a bear in 
town, at 5th Street NE and 
4th Ave. NE.

June 20, Donna from 
FBI is requesting a call 
back from a Staples officer 
regarding a gun check. FBI 
had previously emailed Sta-
ples Police. Police advised 
FBI on subject’s involve-
ments with police.

June 20, Staples Police 
received a call about an 
underage drinking party 
north of  Staples on 251st 
Ave. Wadena County con-
tacted Staples Police that 
they did not have enough 
resources available and 
requested assistance from 
Staples Police. Police tested 
alcohol levels on six under-
age drinkers, two admit-
ted to drinking and three 
refused the test.

Staples Police 
report
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By Frank Odell

There are few things 
lighter than words. You can-
not hold them in your hand. 
You cannot weigh them 
on a scale. Yet somehow, 
these tiny gusts of  air have 
launched wars, healed mar-
riages, started revolutions, 
and convinced millions of  
people that pineapple be-
longs on pizza. Humanity 
remains divided on that last 
one.

Words are strange little 
creatures. Once released, 
they refuse to sit quietly. 
They bounce around in the 
heart like coins in a dryer. 
Some rust there for years. 
Some bloom there forever.

A harsh sentence can 
follow a person longer than 
student loans. A kind sen-
tence can lift someone fast-
er than three cups of  coffee 
and a winning lottery ticket 
combined.

That is why words can be 
life changing.

Every person in this 
room can probably re-
member one sentence that 
altered the direction of  
their life. Maybe a teacher 
once said, “You are smart-
er than you think.” Maybe 
a coach shouted, “Get back 
out there!” Maybe a parent 
whispered, “I believe in 
you.” Sometimes one sen-
tence becomes a steering 
wheel. Suddenly, a discour-
aged soul changes lanes.

The opposite is also true.
A cruel word can cling to 

the human spirit like gum 
on a hot sidewalk. Tell a 
child often enough that they 
are worthless, and eventual-
ly they may begin to build 
a home out of  that lie. Crit-
icism repeated becomes 
concrete. Encouragement 
repeated becomes fuel.

Words matter because 
human beings are inter-
pretation machines. We be-
come, in part, the stories we 
repeatedly hear.

Think about gardens. No-
body stands over a tomato 
plant screaming, “GROW 
FASTER, YOU LAZY VEG-

ETABLE!” The neighbors 
would call somebody in a 
white coat. Gardens flourish 
through sunlight, nourish-
ment, and steady care. Hu-
man beings are remarkably 
similar, except with more 
taxes and emotional bag-
gage.

Positive words work be-
cause they help shape belief.

And belief  is powerful.
If  a person believes im-

provement is possible, ef-
fort follows. If  effort follows, 
progress begins. If  progress 
begins, confidence grows. 
Soon, a life once stuck in 
neutral begins moving for-
ward. Positive words are of-
ten the spark plug for that 
transformation.

Some people dismiss en-
couragement as soft or sen-
timental. They treat kind-
ness as if  it were made of  
marshmallows and weak-
ness. But genuine encour-
agement is not weakness; it 
is construction equipment 
for the human soul. It builds. 
It repairs. It restores.

History proves this again 
and again.

During times of  crisis, 
great leaders often changed 
nations not first with weap-
ons, but with words. Hope-
ful words rallied exhausted 
citizens. Courageous words 
steadied trembling hearts. 
Honest words reminded 
people that darkness is 
temporary. Before armies 
moved, speeches moved.

Words shape families too.
Sometimes the right 

words arrive exactly when 
needed most.

A grieving friend hears, 
“You do not have to carry 
this alone.”

A struggling teenager 
hears, “Your mistakes are 
not your identity.”

An exhausted parent 
hears, “You are doing better 
than you think.”

A lonely person hears, 
“I’m glad you’re here.”

Simple words. Ordinary 
words. Yet they can inter-
rupt despair like sunlight 
cracking through storm 
clouds.

And here is the beautiful 
irony: positive words do not 
only change the listener; 
they often change the speak-
er too.

The old proverb says, 
“Death and life are in the 
power of  the tongue.” Dra-
matic? Absolutely. True? 
Also absolutely.

Entire  futures  have 
turned because somebody 
chose encouragement in-
stead of  cruelty.

Words cost nothing, yet 
they are among the greatest 
investments a person can 
make.

A compliment may take 
five seconds to say but re-
main in someone’s memory 
for fifty years. Meanwhile, 
insults also linger like ex-
pired fish in the office re-
frigerator. Humanity has 
a remarkable memory for 
both wounds and wonders.

So perhaps we should 
choose our words the way 
gardeners choose seeds. 
Carefully. Intentionally. 
Hopefully. Because once 
planted, words tend to grow.

And eventually,  they 
grow inside people.

In the end, every person 
leaves echoes behind. Long 
after we are gone, our words 
continue traveling through 
the lives of  others. A sen-
tence spoken with love may 
become courage in someone 
else’s darkest hour. A kind 
word may survive longer 
than monuments. Stone 
crumbles eventually. En-
couragement often does not.

So speak life.
Speak hope.
Speak possibility.
Because words are not 

merely sounds floating 
through the air. They are ar-
chitects. They build futures 
invisibly, one sentence at a 
time. And sometimes, the 
smallest sentence changes 
everything.

Frank Odell was an English 
Teacher 30 years, MN State 
Fair Food vender 27 yrs, and 
P.B. Toastmaster of Year 
2020 - 2021

Words can change a life
Find Treasure Within

Quote of  the week

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 

Life, Liberty and the pursuit of  Happiness.”
— The Declaration of  Independence, 

July 4, 1776

Many who are of  “a cer-
tain age” grew up when net-
work television was the only 
TV option. In that long ago 
era, one of  the familiar car-
toon characters was Wile 
E. Coyote. The cartoon’s 
plots varied from episode 
to episode, but the common 
thread would invariably 
feature Wile E. Coyote in 
pursuit of  the cartoon’s pro-
t a g o n i s t , 
the  Road-
runner. In 
Nature,  a 
r o a d r u n -
n e r  i s  a 
large, pred-
atory bird 
of  the des-
ert South-
west,  one 
that relies 
for surviv-
a l  o n  i t s 
speed afoot, 
rather than 
on its sec-
o n d - r a t e 
ability to fly. 

The motive for the coy-
ote’s pursuit of  the road-
runner was of  course to 
capture it, and—we can only 
assume—to make a meal of  
it. In a cartoon, where any-
thing is possible, the pur-
suit strategies schemed-up 
by Wile E. Coyote involved 
everything from rockets 
to roller skates. But, as we 
viewers learned, he would 
invariably come up short, 
no matter how elaborate the 
scheme.

Coyotes In the real world 
are much more skilled and 
successful as hunters than 
their cartoon counterpart. 
So much so that from North 
American origins that were 
limited to prairies and des-
erts, today coyotes are be-
lieved present in every state 
except Hawaii. Yet, so intel-
ligent and cautious are they 
that many have never seen a 
coyote “in the flesh.” 

That was true also for 
my wife and me until sev-
eral weeks ago. Astride our 
bikes on a county road be-
tween large blocks of  sec-
ond-growth red and white 
pine,  a  dog-like shape 
bounded out of  the forest on 
one side, and in a half  doz-
en leaps had traversed the 
road and disappeared into 
the pines on the other. Yet 
even in such fleeting mo-
ments, the mind’s eye can 
capture and store an indel-
ible image.

My first instinct was 
“fox.” But as my wife im-
mediately pointed out, its 
size and proportions were 
wrong for a fox. Its tail was 
not visibly bushy. It was as 
big as a medium-sized dog, 
but its coat was not that of  
a familiar breed. It was too 

small for an Eastern Gray 
Wolf, which also live and 
hunt nearby. The eventual 
ID had to be “coyote.”

In pre-colonial North 
America the coyote was 
not widely distributed. 
Its limited range of  wide 
open spaces—the prairies 
and deserts—is thought to 
have been due to the pres-
ence elsewhere of  thriving 
populations of  formidable 
competitors like the East-
ern Gray Wolf, and in the 
West, two Rocky Mountain 
Wolf  subspecies. But com-
petition with man was the 
wolves’ undoing. Farmers 
and ranchers with livestock 
perhaps protested the most 
vociferously. With bounties 
on their heads in many plac-
es, wolf  populations were 
decimated, and actually ex-
tirpated over most of  the 
country, through trapping, 
poisoning, and shooting.

Exit wolves, enter coy-
otes. With their larger, more 
dangerous wolf  competi-
tors out of  the picture, the 
principle of  “Nature abhors 
a vacuum” came into play. 
The biological vacuum cre-
ated by the decline in wolf  
populations opened the door 
for coyotes to expand their 
range, generally eastward 
to areas where they had not 
existed before. 

A fundamental difference 
between the social struc-
tures of  wolves and coyotes 
perhaps played a significant 
role in opening the door for 
coyote expansion. Wolves 
are true pack animals. As 
such, they and their preda-
tions are more visible. This 
includes their ability to rou-
tinely attack and kill larger 
animals, including not just 
whitetail deer—their most 
important year-round food 
source—but also mature 
livestock, thanks to their 
size and the team approach 
that is characteristic of  
their hunting.

Coyotes, on the other 
hand, are more solitary. 
Their everyday prey of  
mice, rabbits, squirrels, 
raccoons, and other small 
creatures does not require 
pack strategy and coordi-
nated cooperation. Mated 
pairs will sometimes hunt 
cooperatively, which is es-
pecially useful when larger 
prey animals—like white-
tail fawns—are the target. 
Family groups may also be 
seen hunting together, espe-
cially when pups are learn-
ing to hunt effectively. But—
never say never—it is the 
exception for multiple adult 
coyotes to hunt together in 
large groups. With wolves, 
on the other hand, it is the 
rule. 

Urbanization, agricul-

tural and commercial ex-
pansion in rural areas, and 
fragmentation of  habitat 
have favored the more soli-
tary, less conspicuous pred-
ator, thus favoring the coy-
ote over the wolf. Coyotes 
are adaptable, and—while 
avoiding people when pos-
sible—are tolerant of  a rela-
tionship of  close proximity. 
In addition to preying on an 
abundance of  small mam-
mals in populated areas, 
they will also raid garbage 
storage areas, and will scav-
enge roadkill, a predictable 
supplement in road-rich 
residential areas. 

There may be another el-
ement in the dynamic that 
has resulted in the wolf’s 
displacement to the coyote’s 
advantage. It may be a mat-
ter of  what we humans val-
ue. The steer or sheep that 
a pack of  wolves might kill 
represents a financial loss 
to a farmer or rancher. The 
whitetail deer that is taken 
by wolves is viewed by some 
deer hunters as reducing 
their odds of  hunting suc-
cess. But few begrudge the 
coyote the rabbit, squirrel, 
or rodents that they take. 

On the other hand, there 
are occasional incidents 
of  coyotes in rural, subur-
ban, and even urban areas 
preying on domestic pets, 
like cats and small dogs. Ac-
cording to the Minnesota 
Department of  Natural Re-
sources, there have been no 
recorded coyote attacks on 
humans. Still, caution is ad-
vised if  a coyote is encoun-
tered, in the unlikely event 
that it is rabid, or otherwise 
unwell to the point that it 
has lost its usual caution 
around humans.

Unlike the Eastern gray 
wolf, which currently is pro-
tected from hunting or trap-
ping in Minnesota, coyotes 
do not have similar status. 
Nor is there a legal period 
during which they can be 
hunted or trapped. They 
can be taken at any time by 
these or basically any oth-
er means that is not locally 
prohibited, such as munic-
ipalities’ firearms restric-
tions.

On balance, coyotes play 
a positive role. They help 
control populations of  mice 
and rats, which are capable 
of  spreading such diseases 
as Hantavirus. They limit 
rabbit numbers, thus re-
ducing damage to valuable 
plantings and crops. Coy-
otes are also a check on rac-
coons, foxes and feral cats, 
which have a negative im-
pact on both songbirds and 
ground-nesting gamebirds. 
And all while going pretty 
much unseen.

Yes, the coyote is wily

- o - 
Inside the 
Outdoors

Mike Rahn
- o - 

From Minnesota Farmers 
Union

Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee Chair John Boozman 
released a 900-page draft 
of  the federal Farm Bill on 
June 23.

“Farm bills are import-
ant rural economic devel-
opment engines, providing 
funding not only for com-
modity programs but also 

for research, conservation, 
nutrition, credit,  rural 
development and crop in-
surance,” said Minneso-
ta Farmers Union (MFU) 
President Gary Wertish. “I 
appreciate the committee’s 
work to get the bill to this 
stage and look forward to 
working with committee 
members, including Chair-
man Boozman and Ranking 
Member Sen. Amy Klobu-

char, D-Minn., to improve 
this bill in the weeks ahead 
to meet the many challenges 
facing farmers, including 
trade disruptions, rising in-
put costs and corporate con-
solidation.”

National Farmers Union 
(NFU) President Rob Larew 
issued the following state-
ment reacting to the release 
of  the Farm Bill draft.

“While the bill includes 

meaningful improvements, 
it needs to go further to meet 
the scale of  the crisis facing 
family farmers and ranch-
ers across this country.

“What we need is a true 
safety net that moves away 
from ad hoc assistance, 
keeps pace with rising pro-
duction costs and delivers 
real stability in the market-
place. That means strength-
ening and modernizing core 

farm programs to reflect 
today’s economic realities 
and withstand tomorrow’s 
shocks. It means building 
a dedicated structure and 
funding stream for disaster 
assistance that is fast, con-
sistent and doesn’t require 
farmers to wait on Congress 
to act. These reforms would 
give farmers more predict-
able risk management tools, 
reduce uncertainty and end 
the cycle of  repeated emer-
gency interventions.

“We urge the committee 
to go further on priorities 
that matter to farmers and 

consumers:  mandatory 
country-of-origin labeling 
for meat and poultry, year-
round nationwide E15, local 
food procurement funding, 
and stronger Packers and 
Stockyards Act enforce-
ment.

“If  we don’t take decisive 
action now, we risk losing 
the next generation of  farm-
ers and ranchers. NFU will 
continue working with the 
committee and the full Con-
gress to fight for the long-
term, structural changes 
farm country deserves.”

Farmers Union comments on farm bill draft

After 2024 saw the lowest farm income averages 
in more than 20 years in Minnesota, profits were up 
in 2025, according to statistics from the University of 
Minnesota. The median income of $66,518 in 2025 
was three times more than 2024’s average. In northern 
Minnesota, the rebound was led by dairy and beef farms 
hitting larger profit margins than crop farmers, accord-
ing to the Farm Business Management annual report 
from Central Lakes College and Minnesota State. (Chart 
provided by AgCentric and the Minnesota State Center 
of Excellence in Agriculture in Staples.)

Farm income starts back up
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or call 
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The
Staples World 

newspaper
thanks you for your 
continued support
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RMM Publications, LLC • 207 4th St. NE • P.O. Box 100 • Staples, MN 56479
218-894-1112 • editor@staplesworld.com

Your Community Newspaper Since 1890

The local newspaper is the best 
way to declare that you’re a local 
business and are integrated into 
the fabric of  the community. Peo-
ple who see your business adver-
tised next to the content they read 
every week will naturally seek you 
out when they need your services. 
They will associate you with meet-
ing their needs and wants.

Becoming a local business takes 
more than your physical address. 
People will recognize if  you par-
ticipate in the community and as-
sociate yourself  with that every-

day life. The local newspaper is the 
best way to do that and nothing 
else comes close.

The newspaper covers the hopes 
and dreams of  the community, the 
traditions, the daily and yearly 
happenings, the successes, failures 
and changes. It artfully weaves all 
the features into a professional 
weekly journal.

The Staples World is one of  the 
best read newspapers in the state, 
as revealed during school district 
surveys. The newspaper moves the 
needle for many projects, events 

and issues. Advertising works be-
cause people want to connect with 
the businesses they perceive as lo-
cal.

Advertising in the local news-
paper is an investment in the local 
community, with a return on that 
investment that you can’t get any-
where else.

Any of  these advertising oppor-
tunities will connect your busi-
ness to local audiences who will 
think of  you first when they need 
your services.

Advertising in the newspaper identifies you as a local business

• The local newspaper is the best way to identify as a local 
business, and nothing else comes close.

• The Staples World is one of the best-read newspapers in the state.

• Advertising in the newspaper is a low-cost way of integrating 
your business into the local ecosystem.

Advertising opportunities:
• Weekly or monthly ads
• Sports pages
• Business and Professional Directory
• Church page
• Shop Local page

Special offers or events:
• Sports contratulations signature pages (For state tournament teams, athletes)  
• Community pride signature pages (Memorial Day, Fourth of  July, Railroad Days, CLC Field Day, Veterans Day)
• Christmas special section
• Graduation special section
• Chamber of  Commerce Hometown Highlights

Join us for a time of prayer, 
dedication and thanksgiving 

to the Lord for our great nation!

Saturday, July 4, 9-10 a.m.
Staples Assembly of God

914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples
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Your Invited

Families were able to enjoy the 
shade at Dower Lake Recreation Area 
as the Colt League summer recreation 
baseball game was being played at the 

field. Below, some of the kids not playing 
baseball stirred up a kickball game on 
the other field. (Staples World photos by 
Mark Anderson)

Summer relaxation and fun

The 127th Cass County 
Fair in Pillager will be held 
Thursday, July 9 - Saturday, 
July 11.

On the agenda are con-
tests, food booths, fireworks, 
horse judging, demo derby,  
music and a host of  other 
activities for people of  all 
ages, including a medallion 
hunt with a $1,000 prize. 

Many favorite events are 
on this year’s Pillager Fair 
roster, as well as some new 
ones. Some of  the events 
are listed below:

Thursday
‘Set-up day.’ Commercial 

vendors and competition 
exhibitors will be setting 
up. Clues for the medallion 
hunt will be posted each 
morning at 9 a.m. at the 
Community Center. 

Food booths open at 10 
a.m. Stop by the Commu-
nity Center (at the fair-
grounds) for Cash Bingo, 

starting at 7 p.m. 

Friday
Stop by at 9 a.m. for 

breakfast (food booths will 
be open) and visit the horse 
judging arena and exhibit 
booths as well. 

At 10 a.m. vendor booths 
open, tours of  the day care 
will be offered, and the His-
tory Building also opens. At 
11 a.m., the area with the 
inflatables opens (Froggy 
Hops Inflatable Jumpers!); 
and at 3 p.m., the Beer gar-
den opens.

The demo derby starts at 
7 p.m.; registration at 3 p.m. 
The fair closes at 11 p.m.

Saturday
From 7 - 10 a.m., the Pil-

lager Boy Scouts will spon-
sor a pancake breakfast. 
Horse Judging will be held 
from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; and the 
Color Splash Family Dash 
starts at 8 a.m., at the Pil-
lager School. 

At 10 a.m., be sure to take 
in the annual parade, which 
travels downtown Pillager 
along River St. 

N e e d  yo u r  v e h i c l e 
washed? From 11 a.m. - 5 
p.m., the Pillager Wrestling 
Association will hold their 
‘Car Fundraiser Wash’ at 
224 River St. S., Pillager. 

For those who like con-
tests, Texas Hold ‘em will 
begin at 1 p.m.; and horse-
shoe tournament at 4 p.m.

 Don’t miss the Kiddie 
Tractor Pull at 5:30 p.m. 
(sign up at 5 p.m.) or the 
fireworks at 10 p.m. The 

“TK Rose” band  will per-
form from 8 p.m. - 11 p.m.

Throughout the day, food 
booths will be open, as will 
the exhibition building.

The fair closes at 11 p.m.
For a more detailed list 

of  events, pick up a Pillager 
Fair Premium Book at area 
businesses and at the fair-
grounds.

Pillager Fair runs July 9 - 11
Parade, exhibits, demo derby, fireworks, more

July 2
‘Walk With a Doc’   Thurs-

days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-
wood Health System’s main 
campus in Staples. Meet 
at the main entrance. For 
more information about 
this free program, visit 
https://walkwithadoc.org/
join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

July 3
Women’s oPen aa Recov-

eRy meeting Fridays in per-
son, 10:30 a.m., Motley Free 
Methodist Church (lower 
level), 33 Wellwood St. E. 
Motley. All women welcome.

July 4
ameRica PRays 250 Satur-

day, July 4, 9 a.m. - 10 a.m., 
at Staples Assembly of  
God Church, 914 3rd Ave. 
NE, Staples. The public is 
invited for a time of  prayer, 
dedication and thanksgiv-
ing to the Lord for our great 
nation.

July 5
celebRate RecoveRy gRouP 

meetings  Sundays, 6 p.m., 
at Motley Free Methodist 
Church, 33 Wellwood St. E., 
Motley.

July 7
exPeRience stRength anD 

hoPe aa gRouP mtgs in sta-
Ples   Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m., 
at Church of  Christ, 27343 
490th St., Staples. For info., 
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

July 8
FRee communit y Picnic - 

sPonsoReD by motley FRee 
methoDist chuRch   Wednes-
day, July 8, 5 p.m., at Con-
verse Park in Motley.  (The 
free picnics are held on the 
second Wednesday of  each 
month during the summer).

Mark Your 
Calendar

There was fun during the sidewalk art program re-
cently held at the Staples Public Library (above). There’s 
still time to sign up for the summer reading challenge. 
Children ages up to 17-years-old can read for fun prizes. 
Also, join our ECFE Storytime, held every Tuesday at 
1:00 p.m. by calling the library, 218-894-1401 to regis-
ter or stop by 122 6th St. NE, Staples. The program is 
sponsored by the Staples Friends of the Library. (Sub-
mitted photo)

Sidewalk art program held 
at Staples Library
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Staples Area Church Directory

Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Adult Bible Study ..........................6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Sunday Worship Service ...................8:30 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org 
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
Pastor Joshua Jeresek
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA ....................218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
 Sunday Worship ............................8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775
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***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com. 
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.
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Father JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310
Father Greg Sauer

Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

207 4th St. NE., Staples, MN

“Praying for Our Political Leaders”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

In college, I remember one of my professors 
commenting on the phrase, “when in a group, 
don’t bring up money, politics, sex or religion.” 
In reflection he said, “What is there left to talk 
about?!”

I would like to steer these thoughts to poli-
tics. Through 2024, there have been 60 presi-
dential elections, the next in 2028. It’s no secret 
that when we’re in a presidential election year, 
many wish it were over. It’s an understatement 
to say that the discussions within the political 
arena get very riled up.

They were very stirred up in the first century 
A.D. also. We reflected again on some of this 
in the 2024 season. Although it was all within 
the Sovereignty of God’s plan, nothing can take 
away how agonizing and cruel it was for Jesus 
to go through His ridicule and suffering all the 
way to the Roman cross.

Both Jewish religious and Roman political 
leaders came together in a very stirred up at-

mosphere to give Jesus His execution death 
sentence. To say that the religious-political at-
mosphere was a powder keg would be to un-
derstate it exponentially.

Even religiously, the leaders were operating 
out of the skewed view of Who God really was/
is. That gets us all into trouble all the time when 
our views of God are skewed.

Folks, let’s get it on the table. God is neither a 
Democrat, Republican or Independent Party (or 
any of the other dozen vying parties).

According to Romans 13, God does care 
about the political realm, but He will not be 
reduced to our small perceptions of it all. God 
clearly does move in history. As one person 
penned it, it’s all about His Story.

Whether it’s a hotly charged political year or 
not, I Timothy 2:2 leads us well to “Pray for our 
leader(s)” in political positions. Would you do 
so today?

Staples Area Church Directory
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  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Adult Bible Study ..........................6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Sunday Worship Service ...................8:30 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org 
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
Pastor Joshua Jeresek
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA ....................218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
 Sunday Worship ............................8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

w
1

5
c

***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com. 
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.

9:00 a.m.

parishsecretary@marysacc.org
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Mass: Sunday......................................8:30 a.m.

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314  
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
       Mass: Sunday..................................10:30 a.m.

 parishsecretary@marysacc.org
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
parishsecretary@marysacc.org

Verndale

MASS: Saturday

St. Ann’s Catholic Church
514 1st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
parishsecretary@marysacc.org
Mass: Sunday (livestream)......................10 a.m.

Mass: Saturday.................................... 4:00 p.m.

218-631-1593

218-631-1593
Catholic Church

218-631-1593

218-631-1593

Sunday School.........................................9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship....................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH......................6:30 p.m.

office@verndaleflc.org

 Pastor John Pavlica, Lead Pastor
 Johnny Olson, Associate Pastor
   Sunday Worship  ........................... 9:30 a.m.
   Sunday School .............................11:00 a.m.
   Weds., AWANA .............................. 6:00 p.m.

To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: office@staplesworld.com, call 218-894-1112. 
Ctoninue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: office@staplesworld.com.

Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

Life Currents Policy
To request that an obituary, anniversary or other event (including benefit 

events) be placed word for word, personalized, contain more than one 
photo, or to run for more than one week, it may be placed as a display 
advertisement at the regular advertising rates ($10.75 /col. inch). The item 
will be placed in our newspaper with a border around it and must be paid for 
at the time of placement. Deadline for adveritising copy is noon on Friday.

Obituaries received from private parties, funeral homes, will be edited 
to our format and paid for prior to running at our obituary rate ($10.25 pci) 
plus $5 per photo. Minimum is $60. Deadline for copy is noon on Friday, 
however, every effort is made to include those with timely services. Death 
notices are available and are free if followed in the next publication by the 
entire obituary. Obituaries printed in the Staples World will be posted on 
our webstie.

All obituaries are paid advertisements. Obituaries requested to be 
printed word for word will be charged regular advertising rates and marked 
as a -Paid Advertisement- with a box around it.

Please be sure to include the name of the deceased, date of birth, age, 
city of residence, when and where he or she died and the name and city of 
the funeral home handling the arrangements. 

Needing/Wanting a 
 Granite Memorial

 FOR YOUR FAMILY?
I can help!
Diane M. 
Hahn

30 years serving 
our area! 

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685 
or 218-640-2341

32 years serving 
our area!

Obituaries

DEADLINE
for all classified 
ads and copy is 

12 noon Friday

For the
Staples World

You will notice the delivery of your newspaper has been arriving later due to unforseen new postal delivery regulations implemented by 
the federal government April 25, 2026 and made effective through the post office with the April 29, 2026 issue of the Staples World. 
Unfortunately, you will receive your Staples World newspaper later than usual due to the fact that only one postal truck will be available 
in Staples (mornings). The Staples World regular publication date remains Wednesday. 

It’s recommend that dated advertising (concerts, garage sales, auctions, events, inserts, etc.) 
be placed two weeks prior to the event.

Online births remOved at the request Of lakewOOd health 
system.

Hello World

Orvil le  Christopher 
Meyer,  89 ,  of  Staples, 
passed away June 28, 2026.

Arrangements are pend-
ing with the Iten Funeral 
Home, Browerville. 

A full  obituary will 
follow at a later date.

             w28x A00006B2026JY01

Orville Meyer

The memorial service 
celebrating the life of  Rich-
ard “Rick” Allen of  Staples 
will be held at 11:00 a.m. 
on Friday, July 10, at the 
Church of  Christ in Staples.

Visitation will be held at 
the church on Friday, from 
9:30 a.m. until the time of  
the service. 

Richard Charles “Rick” 
Allen was born to Richard 
H. and Leila (Irish) Allen 
on April 7, 1960, in Minne-
apolis. He graduated with 

a Graphic Arts degree from 
Staples Technical College.

Richard, 66, passed away 
unexpectedly on June 22, 
2026, at his home in Staples.

Arrangements with the 
Schuller Family Funeral 
Homes & Cremation Ser-
vices, caring for Bertha, 
Verndale, Wadena and sur-
rounding communities in 
Minnesota. (www.Schuller-
FamilyFH.com). 

             w28x A00006B2026JY01

Richard Allen

A Celebration of  Life gathering for Tim Mikish will be 
held on July 25, 2026 from 2 to 6 p.m. at the home of  Bill and 
Vickie Busker, 26748 410th St., Browerville. 

                        w28x A00006B2026JY01

Tim Mikish

C a r o l i n e  A l i c e 
DiGiovanni, of  Sartell, 
passed away peacefully in 
her home on June 18, 2026, 
after a courageous fight 
with lung cancer.

A “Celebration of  Life” 
will be held Saturday, octo-
ber 3, 2026 from 11:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. at the Leader Com-
munity Center, 7430 State 
64, Motley. Prayers and 
remembrances will begin 
at 12:00 noon with lunch to 
follow. 

Caroline will be laid to 
rest in the Motley Cemetery.  

C a r o l i n e  w a s  b o r n 
to C. Joseph and Alice 
DiGiovanni at the Staples 
Hospital. She was raised on 
the family farm north of  
Motley.

Caroline worked for 
many years at Homecrest 
Industries in Wadena. Later, 
she purchased a couple of  
lunch wagons and worked 
alongside local auctioneers, 
enjoying the opportunity to 
meet people and be part of  
the community.

After leaving Homecrest, 
she bought a lake home 
near Richmond. Those 
years brought some of  her 
happiest memories. During 
that time, she also worked 
at a nursing home in house-
keeping and especially 
enjoyed visiting with the 
residents.

Eventually,  Caroline 
moved to St. Cloud and 
later to Evergreen Village 
in Sartell. 

Caroline will be remem-
bered for her strength, inde-
pendence, humor, love of  
family and ability to make 
every house feel like home. 
She will be deeply missed 
and lovingly remembered 
by all who knew her.

Caroline is survived 
by two daughters, Sharon 

(Richard) Saukkola and 
children, Tyler (Megan) 
Engelke, Casey (Sarah) 
Engelke and Abbie (Nick) 
Velasco and Melody  (Jim)  
Engstand and children, 
Veronica Engst, Vanessa 
E n g s t ,  Je s s e  ( S a m a n -
tha) Engst, Joseph Engst, 
Jacob (Cally) Engst, Jer-
emiah (Danielle) Engst; 
17 great-grandchildren, 
Charlie, Grace, Margaret 
Engelke, Gigi and Macie 
Engelke, Aubry and Gary 
Velasco, Marissa Engst and 
Josiah Ricks, Christina, 
Destiny and Jasmine Engst, 
Anthony Duran, Beatrix 
Arellano and Cooper Engst, 
Rayna Engst, Xila Engst 
and one great-great grand-
son, Ezra Campa.

S h e  i s  s u r v ive d  by 
eight brothers and sis-
ters, Jerome (Roz), Bruce 
(Helen), Terry, Dean, Roy 
(Pat), Ned, Nina, Dewey 
and a host of  nieces and 
nephews.

She was preceded in 
death by one son, Marvin 
Poynter; parents; two sis-
ters, Ruthy and Kathleen 
and two brothers, Dale and 
Scott.

Additional information 
at bensonfuneralhome.com.

               w28c A00006B2026JY01

Caroline DiGiovanni
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Colt League team #2, for grades three and four, played a game at Dower Lake 
in June. There are three Staples-Motley teams playing in the Colt League for summer 
recreation. They also play at Converse Park in Motley and travel to other towns for the 
league. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Summer recreation baseball

The 14U Staples-Motley summer recreation soft-
ball team played June 15 at the varsity softball field in 
Staples. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Softball 14U team
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Place your Classified Ad 

for only $800/wk.
Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat in the weekend
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y

B oth publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DeaDline:  5 p.m. Monday

 $985
/wk.

Your ad will appear Wednesday in the

and Saturday in the  

Deadline: Friday at Noon

Mailing address for checks:
Staples World
P.O. Box 100
Staples, MN  56479

Now
takiNg

applicatioNs

EEO/AA Motley, Minn.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley
tenant must be income 

eligible, 62 years or 
older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, 

sewer, electric 
provided.

Call Rosie Talberg, Manager at:
320-468-2303

CONSTRUCTION
P RO F E S S I O NA L

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Staples World 5bThursday, October 22, 2009Classifieds

• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 

DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTO
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*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/internet. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.

cl
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c

PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
9-

12
c

cl
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c

Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
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Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

RESIDENTIAL AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIAL 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

CELL 218-838-0581

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

classif. weekly folder on public: 2024 SD changed wk#41   6X10.25”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE 

Ultimate Septic Service LLC 
David Odden - Owner/Operator 

Services:
•Septic Pumping •Jetting 

•Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic 

pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

218-296-5006
Mandi Polito
Accountant

mandipolito1384@gmail.com
138 4th St., Staples, MN 56479
PO Box 95, Staples, MN 56479

Mandi’s Accounting Services
Tax Prep • Bookkeeping • Payroll

•Financial PlanningCONSTRUCTION
P RO F E S S I O NA L

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Staples World 5bThursday, October 22, 2009Classifieds

• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 

DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTO

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/internet. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.
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PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
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Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
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Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

RESIDENTIAL AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIAL 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

CELL 218-838-0581

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

classif. weekly folder on public: 2024 SD changed wk#41   6X10.25”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE 

Ultimate Septic Service LLC 
David Odden - Owner/Operator 

Services:
•Septic Pumping •Jetting 

•Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic 

pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

218-296-5006
Mandi Polito
Accountant

mandipolito1384@gmail.com
138 4th St., Staples, MN 56479
PO Box 95, Staples, MN 56479

Mandi’s Accounting Services
Tax Prep • Bookkeeping • Payroll

•Financial Planning

207 4th St. NE, Staples, MN 56479
218-894-1112

Prairie View Neighborhood
2 AND 3 BEDROOM HOMES  

FOR SALE IN STAPLES
• TWO STALL GARAGES
• LANDSCAPED YARDS
• COMPETITIVE PRICES

CALL MICHELLE
218-326-6098

MIKE IVES REALTY
www.prairieviewneighborhood.com

2 NEW
HOMES NOW
AVAILABLE

607
Houses for Sale

                                     Week of June 28, 2026             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

        
MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS

SERVICES

WANTED TO BUY
WANTED: 

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

REPAIRING OR 
REPLACING APPLIANCES 

and home systems like heating 
and cooling can be costly. A home 
warranty plan can help. Start saving and 
get 30% off  any plan today. Workman-
ship Guarantee included. Terms apply. 
Call Cinch Home Services 855/887-4521 

END YOUR TAX WORRIES TODAY
Let us make your tax problem our 
priority. Scared, stuck with high tax 
amounts? Our A+ tax professionals 
can help. Call for a FREE consultation. 
Call Priority Tax now 855/634-3517

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER 
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data 
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983 

Statewide 
Advertising

ONLY 
$279

Call Today!
612/332-8844

ServiceS & 
employment

205
Help Wanted

If  you enjoy working 
in a community atmo-
sphere with variety con-
sider working at the Sta-
ples World newspaper.  
Receptionist/ front office, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m., Mon.-Thurs. 
Submit resumé to Staples 
World, PO Box 100, Staples, 
MN 56479 or email editor@
staplesworld.com.

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

PAUL DRAKE TREE 
SERVICE, SINCE 1978: 
General, lot clearing, storm 
damage clean-up, stump 
grinding, brushing, 55 ft. 
bucket truck. 218-894-2871, 
Staples. 20tfc

Wanted to 
Buy
501

Miscellaneous
JUNK CARS & TRUCKS. 

218-639-5509.                 28-29c

real eState
602

Apartments 
for Rent

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL 
218-296-5031

Under new ownership

We are accepting 
applications for 2 and 3 
bedroom townhomes in 
Staples, a community 

you can get attached to. 
Rent based on income. 

Now professionally 
managed by

Income guidelines apply.

FOR RENT
Japke’s North 8th Street

Mini Storage
218-884-9356

6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

cl27tfc

   GARAGE/YARD 
SALE: Fri., July 3., 
Sat., July 4, Sun., July 
5, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Chair 
stair  l i ft ,  handicap 
equip., fishing equip., 2 
full scuba diving suits 
w/equip. 22179 Cty Rd 2, 
Verndale (5-1/2 mi. west 
of  Staples CLC north 
campus).                      28p

GaraGe 
SaleS

701
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NOTICE

VILLARD TOWNSHIP 
BOARD

ELECTION FILING 
DATES 

TODD, COUNTY
STATE OF MINNESOTA

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN  that the period 
for filing affidavits of  can-
didacy for the Offices of  
Township Supervisor A, B 
and Treasurer shall begin 
on July 14, 2026 and end on 
July 28 2026 at 5 o’clock p.m. 

The general election 
shall be held on Tuesday, 
November 3, 2026. At that 
election, three (3) BOARD 
MEMBERS will be elected 
to a four (4) year term each.

Affidavits of  Candidacy 
are available by contacting 
the Clerk of  the Township 
at 31836 Timberlane Rd, Sta-
ples, MN 56479 from 8 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri. and by 5 
p.m. on July 28.

The filing fee for this 
board is two dollars ($2).  
A candidate for this board 
must be an eligible voter.

The affidavits of  candi-
dacy must be filed with the 
Clerk and the filing fee paid, 
prior to the 5:00 p.m. clos-
ing time on Tuesday July 28, 
2026.  

No affidavit will be dated 
before the filing date and no 
later than the last filing date 
and time.

When filing the affida-
vit of  candidacy, you must 
specify your choice by indi-
cating 

•Supervisor A
•Supervisor B
•Treasurer

Mary Trantina Koenig,
Clerk
Villard Township
218-640-6115
                                      28pnc

NOTICE OF
MOOSE LAKE 

TOWNSHIP 
CANDIDATE FILING 

DATES

The following Moose 
Lake Township offices will 
be voted for at the state 
General Election to be held 
Tuesday, November 3, 2026.  
Candidates may begin filing 
for these offices on Tuesday, 
July 14, 2026 and continue 
until Tuesday, July 28, 2026.  
The office of  the clerk will 
be open from 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
on July 28, 2026, for candi-
dates to file.

Candidates must file 
at the Office of  the Moose 
Lake Township Clerk, 5335 
51st Ave SW, Pine River, 
MN  56474. Candidates must 
complete an affidavit of  can-
didacy and pay a $2.00 filing 
fee at the time of  filing.

Candidates who will 
be absent from the state 
during the filing period may 
arrange to file in person 
with the Clerk within seven 
days prior to departure by 
giving a written affidavit 
of  reasons for absence and 
completing all other filing 
requirements.

Filings will be accepted 
during the filing period 
for the following offices 
to be elected on Novem-
ber 3, 2026:

Township Clerk, (four 
(4) year regular term)

Township Supervisor 
Seat 1, (four (4) year reg-
ular term).

Karen Roubal, Clerk
Moose Lake Township
                                  28-29pnc

NOTICE OF 
ELECTION 

OF UNITED HOSPITAL 
DISTRICT BOARD 

MEMBERS

Notice is hereby given 
that the Regular Election of  
the United Hospital District, 
Staples, Minnesota, will be 
held on Tuesday, November 
3, 2026, to elect members to 
serve on the District Board 
of  Directors.

Any person desiring to 

be a candidate for member 
of  the District Board shall 
file with the clerk of  the city 
or the township in which 
they reside, an application 
to be placed on the ballot 
as a candidate for election 
as a member representing 
such city or township that 
is included in the Hospital 
District.
Filing opens Tuesday, July 
14, 2026 and closes Tuesday, 
July 28, 2026.

Members will be elected 
as follows: The election of  
one member of  District 
Board for a term expiring 
December 31, 2030, repre-
senting and from each of  
the following cities and 
townships:

City of  Staples
Moran Township
Motley Township
Becker Township
Byron Township
Thomastown Township

By Order of  the District 
Board of  Directors
United Hospital District
Staples, Minnesota

Lana Hansen
District Clerk
                                 28-29pnc

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.

NOTICE IS  HEREBY 
GIVEN:  That default has 
occurred in the conditions of  
the following described mort-
gage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
January 6, 2006

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$195,000.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Kevin 
J. Bednar, and Penny K. 
Bednar, husband and wife

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for 
MILA, Inc.

DATE AND PLACE OF 

FILING: Recorded on August 
9, 2006 as Document Number 
443619 in the Office of  the 
County Recorder of  Todd 
County, Minnesota.

A S S I G N M E N T S  O F 
MORTGAGE: Assigned to: 
U.S. Bank National Asso-
ciation, as Trustee for the 
Specialty Underwriting and 
Residential Finance Trust 
Mortgage Loan Asset-Backed 
Certificates Series 2006-BC2 
by assignment recorded on 
January 6, 2010 as Document 
Number 466298 in the Office 
of  the County Recorder of  
Todd County, Minnesota; 
thereafter assigned to Bank 
of  America, N.A. by assign-
ment recorded on September 
5, 2023 as Document Number 
A537950 in the Office of  the 
County Recorder of  Todd 
County, Minnesota; thereaf-
ter assigned to Nationstar 
Mortgage, LLC by assign-
ment recorded on Novem-
ber 12, 2013 as Document 
Number 487120 in the Office 
of  the County Recorder of  
Todd County, Minnesota; 
thereafter assigned to U.S. 
Bank, National Association, 
as Trustee for the Holders 
of  the Specialty Underwrit-
ing and Residential Finance 
Trust, Mortgage Loan Asset-
Backed Certificates, Series 
2006-BC2 by assignment 
recorded on October 29, 
2014 as Document Number 
A491803 in the Office of  the 
County Recorder of  Todd 
County, Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY: The North 
436.14 feet of  the South 
1183.43 Feet of  the West 547 
feet thereof  of  the Southwest 
Quarter of  the Southwest 
Quarter of  Section 17, Town-
ship 133, Range 33 West of  
the Fifth Principal Meridian, 
Todd County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 48218 COUNTY 
9, STAPLES, MN 56479

C O U N T Y  I N  W H I C H 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED: 
Todd County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED 
TO BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF 
THE NOTICE: $288,207.71

TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic Regis-

tration Systems, Inc.
NAME OF MORTGAGE 

ORIGINATOR: MILA, Inc.
R E S I D E N T I A L  S E R -

VICER: Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC, n/k/a Rocket Mortgage, 
LLC successor by merger to 
Nationstar Mortgage LLC

TA X  PA RC E L  I D E N -
TIFICATION NUMBER: 
22-0017500

TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER: 1001752-
0000289060-9

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted 
at law to recover the debt 
then remaining secured by 
such mortgage, or any part 
thereof, or, if  the action or 
proceeding has been insti-
tuted, that the same has 
been discontinued, or that 
an execution upon the judg-
ment rendered therein has 
been returned unsatisfied, in 
whole or in part.

P U R S UA N T,  t o  t h e 
power of  sale contained in 
said mortgage, the above 
described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff  of  said 
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF 
SALE: July 16, 2026 at 10:00 
AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd 
County Sherif f’s Of fice, 
County Detention Center, 
115 Third Street South, Long 
Prairie, MN 56347.

to pay the debt then 
secured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if  any actually 
paid by the mortgagee, on 
the premises and the costs 
and disbursements allowed 
by law.  The time allowed by 
law for redemption by said 
mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns is 
six (6) months from the date 
of  sale.  

TIME AND DATE TO 
VACATE PROPERTY: Unless 
said mortgage is reinstated 
or the property redeemed, or 
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the 
premises by 11:59 p.m. on 
January 19, 2027.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S 
OR ASSIGNS,  MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNE-
SOTA STATUTES, SECTION 
582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT 
PROPERTY USED IN AGRI-
CULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

M O R T G A G O R ( S ) 
RELEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON 
M O R T G AG E :  Ke v i n  J. 
Bednar and Penny K. Bednar

Dated: May 11, 2026

U.S. BANK, NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, AS 

TRUSTEE FOR THE 
HOLDERS OF THE 

SPECIALTY 
UNDERWRITING AND 

RESIDENTIAL FINANCE 
TRUST, MORTGAGE LOAN 

ASSET-BACKED 
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 

2006-BC2
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.

N. Kibongni 
Fondungallah, Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Alexa Marsh, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(24-0766-FC08)

Federal law may require 
reporting to the Finan-
cial Crimes Enforcement 
Network for certain pur-
chases of  residential prop-
erty by entities or trusts. 
A successful third party 
bidder may be required 
to provide ownership and 
identifying information as 
a condition to completing 
the transfer.  

THIS IS A COMMUNI-
CATION FROM A DEBT 
COLLECTOR.
 23-28pnc

MINUTES OF THE 
MEETING OF THE TODD 

COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS HELD 

JUNE 2, 2026

Public Comment
Mr. Kevin Winkler addressed the 

County Board regarding due process 
of recent legal matters.

Tina Monson, US Solar provided 
a summary of reasonings in support 
the passage of the proposed CUP 
agenda item.

Dave Harren provided a state-
ment of concern regarding concerns 
about damage to ground field qual-
ity if the proposed US Solar CUP is 
approved.

Call to Order
The Todd County Board of Com-

missioners met in the Commission-
er’s Board Room in the City of Long 
Prairie, MN on the 2nd day of June, 
2026 at 9:00 a.m. The meeting was 
called to order by Chairperson Byers. 
The meeting was opened with the 
Pledge of Allegiance. All Commis-
sioners were present.

Approval of Agenda
On motion by Neumann and 

second by Denny, the following 
motion was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: To adopt the 
agenda as presented with removal of 
item 4.6 Accept resignation of Tyler 
Schwartz, FT Deputy and removal 
of item 4.7 Hire Tyler Schwartz, PT 
Deputy.

Consent Agenda
On motion by Noska and second 

by Becker, the following motions 
were introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:

To approve the Todd County 
Board of Commissioner’s Meeting 
Minutes for May 5 and 19, 2026 as 
presented.

Hire Marshall Carlson for the 
Seasonal Recreational Assistant 
position start date TBD at a wage of 
$20.93 Grade 3/C step A.

Accept the resignation of Correc-
tional Officer Ross Bollin effective 
June 7, 2026.

Accept the resignation of Deputy 
Brittney Hendricks effective June 30, 
2026.

Hire Trevor Larson for the PT 
Deputy position start date TBD at 
a rate of pay of grade 9/I grade A 
$33.21 per hour.

Auditor-Treasurer
On motion by Denny and second 

by Becker, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous Roll Call vote: To approve the 
Commissioner Warrants number 
(ACH) 404525 through 404541 
in the amount of $22,306.50 and 
(Regular) 59846 through 59868 in 
the amount of $36,164.42 for a total 
of $58,470.92.

On motion by Neumann and 
second by Noska, the following 
motion was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous Roll Call vote: To 
approve the Health & Human Ser-
v ices Commissioner Warrants 
number (ACH) 807569 through 
807591 and (Regular) 714150 
through 714183 for a total of 
$30,595.77.

On motion by Becker and second 
by Denny, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous Roll Call vote: To approve the 
Health & Human Services SSIS War-
rants number (ACH) 602011 through 
602017 and (Regular) 518965 
through 518977 for a total amount 
of $51,951.24.

CliftonLarsonAllen
Doug Host, Principal, presented 

the final report of the findings/sta-

tuses to the County Board from the 
completion of the Audit of Financial 
Year Ending December 31, 2025 for 
discussion.

Planning & Zoning
On motion by Denny and second 

by Noska, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by majority 
Roll Call vote with Neumann against: 
To adopt the findings of the Planning 
Commission and deny the CUP to 
establish a 10 MW solar farm on 
parcel 28-0001100 based on the 
findings below:

1. The County’s vision under its 
2030 Comprehensive Plan to create 

“opportunities for growth through the 
support of economic development 
while enhancing the use of (the 
County’s) cultural, natural, commer-
cial and agricultural resources.”

In talking about “economic 
development,” the 2030 Compre-
hensive Plan identifies the need 
for good paying jobs, the desire to 
create good opportunities and pro-
fessions to allow the youth to remain, 
and searching for methods to help 
develop agricultural business and 
business which benefit from being in 
an agricultural production area.

The County Board finds convert-
ing farm land to a commercial use 

- a solar farm does not support this 
policy because it is not providing 
economic growth as identified in the 
2030 Comprehensive Plan.

2. Surrounding property is farm 
land and the proposed use would 
impede the ability of nearby farm 
land users from expanding onto this 
parcel. The proposed use, how-
ever, would not impede the ability to 
orderly develop the property for res-
idential since it is approximately one 
mile from the closest city.

3. The applicant has not met is 
burden of showing there is a need 
for this proposed use in Todd County. 
The applicant indicated the energy 
would be “locally -  generated and 
distributed energy” however it did not 
note the need locally for the energy. 
No evidence was provided showing 
the local energy grid did not have the 
current capacity or ability to serve 
its users.

4. Section 1.02 (B) of the County 
Planning and Zoning Ordinance 
states on of the purposes of the 
Ordinance is to protect, preserve 
and develop economically viable 
agricultural land.

Additionally, the Ordinance states 
the purpose of the AF-1 “district is to 
provide for and protect areas of the 
county where commercial crop and 
livestock agriculture, forestry, large 
tract recreational activities (i.e. hunt-
ing, snowmobiling, horseback riding, 
etc...) and wildlife habitat/natural 
areas are the primary uses.”

The Board finds converting agri-
cultural land to a solar farm does not 
support these purposes and is actu-
ally inconsistent with the purposes.

5. The record developed during 
the public hearings and before this 
Board contained insufficient and 
inconsistent evidence by the appli-
cant to support the granting of the 
CUP including negative economic 
benefits to the area.

On motion by Noska and second 
by Neumann, the following motion 
was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To approve the 
Sauk River Fiscal Agent Agreement 
as presented and authorize the 
Board Chair to sign it.

On motion by Denny and second 
by Noska, the following resolution 
was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:

FINAL PLAT APPROVAL – 
“SACRED HEART ADDITION” 

SUBDIVISION 
WHEREAS, Applicant Sisters of 

the Society Saint Pius X, Inc. applied 
to subdivide a property owned by 
David L. and Joanne Benning that 
is described as part of the East Half 
of Section 7 of Hartford Township 
with the plat to be known as “Sacred 
Heart Addition”,

WHEREAS, Sacred Heart Addi-
tion consists of one lot; Block One, 
Lot 1, 2.00 Acres± located in Resi-
dential - 2 Zoning District in Hartford 
Township,

WHEREAS, On Februar y 2, 
2026, the Todd County Planning 
Commission recommended the fol-
lowing property be considered for 
Subdivision pursuant to Todd County 
Subdivision Regulation and Ordi-
nance:  

That part of the Northeast Quar-
ter of the Northeast Quarter (NE¼ 
NE¼) of Section 7, Township 130 
North, Range 33 West, Todd County, 
Minnesota, described as follows:

Commencing at the northeast 
corner of said Section 7;

thence South 00 degrees 22 
minutes 28 seconds East, assumed 
bearing along the east line of the said 
Section 7, a distance of 660.00 feet 
to the south line of the North 660.00 
feet of said Northeast Quarter of the 
Northeast Quarter (NE¼ NE¼), said 
point also being the point of begin-
ning of the land to be described;

thence continuing South 00 
degrees 22 minutes 28 seconds 
East, along said east line of Section 
7, a distance of 388.28 feet to a 
point that is 275.00 feet north of the 
southeast corner of said Northeast 
Quarter of the Northeast Quarter 
(NE¼ NE¼);

thence South 89 degrees 41 
minutes 13 seconds West, parallel 
with the south line of said Northeast 
Quarter of the Northeast Quarter 
(NE¼ NE¼), a distance of 197.00 
feet;

thence North 08 degrees 21 
minutes 20 seconds West 392.61 
feet to aforesaid south line of the 
North 660.00 feet of the Northeast 
Quarter of the Northeast Quarter 
(NE¼ NE¼);

thence North 89 degrees 47 
minutes 39 seconds East, along 
said south line of the North 660.00 
feet of the Northeast Quarter of the 
Northeast Quarter (NE¼ NE¼), a 
distance of 251.51 feet to the point 
of beginning.       

WHEREAS, On February 17, 
2026, the Todd County Board of 
Commissioners considered the Pre-
liminary Plat for the above-described 
property and approved the Sacred 
Heart Addition preliminary plat with 
four conditions:

1. Applicant shall remain compli-
ant with applicable local, state or fed-
eral regulations related to operation 
of the cemetery.

2. Declare a cemetery official and 
an alternate that will be responsible 
for following state rules and provide 
contact information to the County to 
be recorded with the final plat.

3. Maintain a list of individuals 
buried and exact location within the 
cemetery.

4. Cemetery plot must be com-
pletely fenced off with boundaries 
clearly identified. All burial sites must 
remain inside of the fenced area. 

WHEREAS, the Planning & 
Zoning Department has completed 
the necessary final plat review and 
find that all items required for final 
plat approval have been completed. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, the final plat of “Sacred 
Heart Addition” be approved as pre-
sented.

SWCD
On motion by Denny and second 

by Becker, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: Approve the purchase 
of a 2026 Chevy Colorado in the 
amount of $34,504.45 from Saxon 
Fleet Services via the State bid.

Todd County Extension 
Office

Heidi Igo and Kristin Saarela pro-
vided an update of the Todd County 
4H Program with special guest Cody 
Meacham, Youth Leader for the 
County Board.

Todd County Fair Board
On motion by Noska and second 

by Becker, the following motion 
was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To grant the Todd 
County Fair Board additional access 
to the Todd County Fairgrounds for 
fair preparations beginning June 3, 
2026 with waiving of the rental fees. 
Utilities reimbursement will be pro-
vided by the Todd County Fair Board 
for this additional timeframe.

County Sheriff
On motion by Becker and second 

by Denny, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: Approve contracts for the 
cities of Burtrum, Grey Eagle, Brow-
erville, Clarissa, Eagle Bend, Hewitt 
and Bertha.

County Ditch/Ag Inspector
On motion by Neumann and 

second by Noska, the following res-
olution was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: 

HOLD HARMLESS AGREE-
MENT  - DITCH MAINTENANCE - 

 SCOUNTY DITCH 44
WHEREAS, Dale Lyon is request-

ing to maintain approximately 4,300 
feet of CD44 on parcel 21-0036200 
Lyon Fami ly  Farm located in 
Round Prairie Township, section 
34, and parcels 03-0002200 & 
03-0002700 Steve Berscheit, and 
03-0002300 Dale Lyon in Birchdale 
Twp, section 3. A Hold Harmless 
Agreement has been signed and 
submitted to the Ditch Authority, and;

WHEREAS, an onsite inspection 
has been done, and;

WHEREAS, applicant is allowed 
to maintain the drainage ditch to 
the original width and depth. An 
improvement by lowering or widen-
ing the ditch bottom is not allowed. 
Sediment and vegetation can only be 
removed to the extent of the original 
ditch bottom elevation. Spoil may be 
side cast and leveled, staying within 
16 ½ feet of the ditch, or moved to an 
approved upland site.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, the Todd County Ditch 
Authority gives permission to Dale 
Lyon to maintain a portion of CD44 
located on parcels 21-0036200, 
03-0002200, 03-0002700 & 
03-0002300. The maintenance will 
be done at his own expense. 

Solid Waste
On a motion by Denny and 

second by Becker, the following res-
olution was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: 

RESOLUTION APPROVING 
TRANSFER OF FUNDS FOR 

TEMPORARY LOAN 
REPAYMENT FOR 

CAP GRANT PROJECT
WHEREAS, in 2025, funding 

from the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency (MPCA was delayed for the 
CAP Grant Project which placed an 
unforeseen financial burden on Fund 
51-Solid Waste to continue funding 
of the Transfer Station Building Proj-
ect, and; 

WHEREAS, the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners authorized 
the interim financing from the Gen-

eral Fund for the CAP Grant Proj-
ect to be called upon for up to 12 
(twelve) months for an amount not to 
exceed $3,418,686 at an interest 
rate of zero (0) percent via Resolu-
tion #20250520-24 with repayment 
of this advance to coincide with the 
State of Minnesota’s delivery of fund-
ing per the CAP Grant Agreements, 
and;

WHEREAS, the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners also autho-
rized the County Auditor-Treasurer 
to transfer the requested funds, as 
necessary, to coincide with vendor 
payment withdrawals for CAP Grant 
project expenses based on the 
monthly cash balance of the Fund 
51-Solid Waste, and;

WHEREAS, the Todd County 
Auditor-Treasurer has completed 
transfer from Fund 01-General Fund 
to Fund 51-Solid Waste according 
to Resolution #20250520-24 for a 
total of $1,000,000.00 to date, and;

WHEREAS, the Transfer Station 
Building Project is near completion 
and the State of Minnesota has since 
delivered their financial obligations 
outlined in the CAP Grant Agree-
ments, and;

WHEREAS, the Solid Waste 
and Auditor-Treasurer departments 
have studied the financial status of 
Fund 51 and recommend the full 
repayment of the temporary loan 
originally authorized via Resolution 
#20250520-24 as sufficient fund 
balance exists to do so.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners does 
hereby author ize the County 
Aud i to r -Treasurer  to  t rans fer 
$1,000,000.00 from Fund 51-Solid 
Waste to Fund 01-General Revenue 
in full repayment of the temporary 
interim loan and finalize this loan 
agreement as satisfied for all finan-
cial reporting purposes effective the 
date of adoption.

Health & Human Services
On motion by Becker and second 

by Denny, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: Approve the correction 
to Board Action 20260519-03 with 
effective date of May 22, 2026.

On motion by Noska and second 
by Neumann, the following motion 
was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: Approve the correc-
tion to Board Action 20260519-02 
with effective date of May 22, 2026.

Administration
On motion by Becker and second 

by Denny, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To approve the Panic 
Button System Upgrade for County 
in the amount of $14,180.00 paid 
through budgeted MIS Funds, and 
approve the Door Badging System 
Upgrade to Avigilon System for the 
Justice Center using budgeted funds 
in the amount of $58,456.41 from 
the Safe & Secure Courthouse Grant 
and $36,323.59 from Sherif f ’s 
Department Public Safety Aid Fund. 
Work to be completed by All State 
Communications, a state contract 
vendor.

County Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Report

The County Auditor-Treasurer 
repor ted that tax settlement is 
now complete. Upcoming is the 
MACATFO conference next week.

County Coordinator’s 
Report

The County Coordinator reported 
attending meetings including via 
phone meeting with Morr ison 
County Solid Waste, policy meet-
ing, Paycom, Initiative Foundation 
on child care, Central Bi Products 

Community meeting and Wellness 
biometrics event.

County Commissioner’s 
Report

The Commissioners reported on 
meetings and events attended.

Commissioner Becker attended 
meetings including the Facilities, 
Region V, and Regional EMS.

Commiss ioner  Denny  has 
attended meetings including GRRL, 
Finance, Hands of Hope, Prairie 
Lakes, and Personnel.

Commiss ioner  Noska  has 
attended meetings as usual including 
HRA and Wellness Biometrics event.

Commissioner Byers attended 
meetings including Facilities, Cen-
tral Bi Products Community Meeting, 
and TCDC.

C o m m i s s i o n e r  N e u m a n n 
attended meetings including SRWD, 
Sauk River 1W1P, Policies, and Dis-
trict 4.

Recessed
On motion by Denny and second 

by Noska, the meeting was recessed 
until June 16, 2026.

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS 
VENDOR NAME   $ AMOUNT 

DIAMOND BUICK GMC .... $2,466.69 
ESRI ............................. 17,254.00 
LONG PRAIRIE LEADER .... 2,715.00 
MENCH/JAMES  .............. 8,660.00 
MN DEPT OF 
 TRANSPORTATION......... 5,206.28 
ROLLIES SALES & 
 SERVICE ...................... 4,436.06 
VEOLIA ENVIRONMENTAL 
 SERVICES LLC .............. 2,274.15 
33 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000 .............. 15,458.74 
Total: ....................... $58,470.92 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
WARRANTS 

VENDOR NAME       $ AMOUNT 
TODD COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
 OFFICE ...................... $3,476.63 
46 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000 .............. 16,948.74 
DW JONES PROPERTY 
 MANAGEMENT .............. 3,333.00 
TOWLER/ROGER  ............ 4,200.00 
10 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000 ................ 2,637.40 
Total: ....................... $30,595.77 

VENDOR NAME    $ AMOUNT 
DHS - MOOSE LAKE RTC - 
 462 ............................ $2,752.50 
DHS - MSOP - MN SEX OFFENDER 
 PROG - 462 .................. 4,770.00 
GREATER MN FAMILY SRVS 
 INC ...............................5,694.41 
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE OF 
 MN - ST PAUL  ............... 3,657.30 
MAIN STREET FAMILY 
 SERVICES .................... 3,971.55 
NEXUS-KINDRED FAMILY 
 HEALING ...................... 8,766.06 
TRI-COUNTY COMMUNITY 
 CORRECTIONS ............. 3,332.29 
VOLUNTEERS OF 
 AMERICA .................... 16,424.40 
12 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000  ............... 2,582.73 
Total: ....................... $51,951.24  

 On a motion by Neumann and 
second by Noska, the preceding min-
utes of the County Board meeting held 
June 2nd, 2026 were duly approved 
by unanimous vote at the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners at the Regular 
Board Meeting held on June 16, 2026..

Witness my hand and seal:
/s/ on file: Bob Byers, 
County Board Chairperson
/s/ on file: Denise Gaida, 
Todd County Auditor-Treasurer
___________________ _____28pnc

PUBLIC 
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Your Community Newspaper Since 1890

The local newspaper is the best 
way to declare that you’re a local 
business and are integrated into 
the fabric of  the community. Peo-
ple who see your business adver-
tised next to the content they read 
every week will naturally seek you 
out when they need your services. 
They will associate you with meet-
ing their needs and wants.

Becoming a local business takes 
more than your physical address. 
People will recognize if  you par-
ticipate in the community and as-
sociate yourself  with that every-

day life. The local newspaper is the 
best way to do that and nothing 
else comes close.

The newspaper covers the hopes 
and dreams of  the community, the 
traditions, the daily and yearly 
happenings, the successes, failures 
and changes. It artfully weaves all 
the features into a professional 
weekly journal.

The Staples World is one of  the 
best read newspapers in the state, 
as revealed during school district 
surveys. The newspaper moves the 
needle for many projects, events 

and issues. Advertising works be-
cause people want to connect with 
the businesses they perceive as lo-
cal.

Advertising in the local news-
paper is an investment in the local 
community, with a return on that 
investment that you can’t get any-
where else.

Any of  these advertising oppor-
tunities will connect your busi-
ness to local audiences who will 
think of  you first when they need 
your services.

Advertising in the newspaper identifies you as a local business

• The local newspaper is the best way to identify as a local 
business, and nothing else comes close.

• The Staples World is one of the best-read newspapers in the state.

• Advertising in the newspaper is a low-cost way of integrating 
your business into the local ecosystem.

Advertising opportunities:
• Weekly or monthly ads
• Sports pages
• Business and Professional Directory
• Church page
• Shop Local page

Special offers or events:
• Sports contratulations signature pages (For state tournament teams, athletes)  
• Community pride signature pages (Memorial Day, Fourth of  July, Railroad Days, CLC Field Day, Veterans Day)
• Christmas special section
• Graduation special section
• Chamber of  Commerce Hometown Highlights

The American flag flies above the 14U softball 
game, above, and the Colt League baseball game at 
Converse Park in Motley, below. Baseball has been 
labeled “America’s Pasttime” as a sport that originated 
in this country.

America’s pasttime

Even the road 
construction is being 
over watched by an 
American flag, thisone 
flying proudly above the 
4th Street NE project in 
Staples. 

Minnesota’s 
pasttime

American flags adorn gathering places in Motley, 
inviting guests to sit down and contemplate the flag that 
has been our standard for 250 years. (Staples World 
photos by Mark Anderson)

Gathering under the flag

Mystery solved

Advertising 
(classified and display), 

copy, public notices, 
letters to the editor, etc.:

DEADLINE
Friday noon

The Staples World office,
224 4th St. NE, is 

open every weekday, 8 a.m. - noon. 
•For afternoon availability, 

call 218-894-1112.
Regular advertising and copy 

deadline is Friday, noon.

The office closes at noon on Friday.

which provides training for 
teaching staff  and provides 
them added compensation 
if  they meet educational 
goals. Pantzke said all staff  
in the program met goals 
this year.

The school board asked 
questions about new teach-
ers, called Tier 1 teachers. 
Tappe said all new teachers 
are elgible for Q Comp. “We 
need to develop folks who 
have a passion for educa-
tion and helping kids,” he 
said.

Pantzke said during 
their evaluations this year, 
they are finding that the 
Tier 1 teachers need to do a 
better job of  “not teaching 
to the middle or to the low 
end,” so the process is help-
ing improve the quality of  
education throughout the 
school.

The board approved the 
Q Comp career ladder posi-
tions for the next school 
year.

In other news, the 
board

• Approved Josh Wood as 
activities director/commu-
nity education coordinator. 
Tappe said there were 15 
candidates for the position 

and Wood will have time to 
overlap with outgoing AD 
Paige Ahrendt to learn the 
system.

• Approved lane change 
requests for Kasey Odden 
and Caitlyn Hacker, with 
recommendation from the 
Professional Growth Com-
mittee.

• Approved hire of  Dan 
Bjerga as Head Wrestling 
coach; John Jacobson as 
Dean of  Students; Kristi 
Odden, EL teacher; Amelia 
Travis, 4th grade teacher; 
Sonja Habedank, 5/6 grade 
science teacher; Elizabeth 
Machelle Hottinger Gatts, 
elementary EBD teacher; 
Janelle Thompson, van 
driver; Amanda Keplin, 
special education teacher; 
Avaya Brandt, Adventures 
assistant; and Grace Allen, 
middle school ADSIS inter-
ventionist.

•  Ap p r ove d  e m p l o y -
ment agreements for Julie 
Polak, HR/payroll; LeRoy 
Peterson Director of  Build-
ings and Grounds; Wade 
Vangsness, Food Service 
Director; Norbert Klimek, 
Transportation Director; 
Joe Brandsma, Technology 
Director; and Ellen Hill, 
Director of  Finance.

• Approved consultant 
agreement with Staci Head-
ley.

• Approved termination 
of  Troy Erickson.

• Accepted resignation of  
Tony Marthaler, transpor-
tation.

• Approved retirement of  
Charles Holst, bus driver, 
after 40 plus years of  ser-
vice to the school district.

• Approved CIS/concur-
rent enrollment agreement 
with CLC.

• Approved consulting 
services agreement with 
Freshwater Educatoin Dis-
trict.

• Heard from Ryan Koe-
nigs that the American 
Indian Parent Advisory 
Committee concluded that 
their eductaional goals 
were met this year with 100 
percent graduation, plus 
academic and career goals 
met. “This is one of  the few 
schools where American 
Indian students exceeded 
the student population aver-
ages,” said Koenigs.

• Heard from Tappe that 
the elementary school gym 
floor had a full replacement 
because many boards in the 
old gym were not properly 
nailed down.

indicated they would like to 
assist the project.

Hanson noted the city 
recently has had a lot of  
momentum with building 
trails and explored the pos-
sibilites of  a plot of  city-
owned land on 3rd Ave. NE 
that has been identified as 
a trailhead, near the bicy-

cle trail on Airport Road. 
Hanson made a proposal to 
add a shelter, bicycle repair 
kiosk, water bottle filling 
station, a map kiosk and 
flower beds, which he esti-
mated could cost around 
$50,000. He also connected 
that project to the adjacent 
Staples Auto building and 
lot, which is now vacant. 
Hanson put out the idea that 
the building could be used 
as a visitor center and could 
be a headquarters for civic 
groups such as Discover Sta-
ples or the Chamber of  Com-
merce. That way it could 
connect tourism with the 
trails system and beyond.

Hanson said he has 
looked further into the 
possiblity of  the city pur-
chasing the Taylor Funeral 
Home building on the corner 
of  6th Street NE and High-
way 10/210. With no good 
proposals coming forward, 
Hanson said the building is 
likely to “become an alba-
tross for the city” if  it does 
not sell to a private investor. 
He said one realtor had one 
party potentially interested, 
but the purchase price plus 
the cost of  either fixing it 
up or demolishing it puts 
it beyond the value of  what 
can be done with it. 

The building has no park-
ing lot and no road access, 
making it unattractive for 
development.

“It is too cramped a space,” 
said Hanson.

Hanson also did some 
work on the SEDA goal of  
marketing and attraction 
of  new and expanding busi-
nesses. He suggested work-
ing closer with Discover 
Staples and the Staples 
Chamber of  Commerce to 
expand marketing for the 
city. He said Discover Sta-

ples has increased their 
web marketing 10-fold in the 
short time he has been in 
Staples, and the Chamber of  
Commerce has a great social 
media outreach through 
Paul Augustinak and the 
Vintage Golf  Course.

For business attraction 
and expansion, Hanson sug-
gested the city develop new 
promotional materials and 
present them when busi-
ness leadership teams come 
to Central Lakes College in 
Staples.

“Having a voice at the 
table where business lead-
ers sit can direct future 
growth the Staples,” said 
Hanson.

He noted that Erich Hep-
pner is the new interim 
Dean of  the Staples Campus, 
and he has been a strong 
promoter of  community 
projects in the past.

One more marketing 
opportunity has arisen, 
Hanson said the marketing 
firm of  Maison Bodega has 
offered to work with the city 
on a marketing project. The 
company is currently work-
ing with the Batcher Block 
Opera House for marketing. 
Hanson said he invited them 
to give a presentation at a 
future SEDA board meeting.

In other news, the SEDA 
approved partnerships with 
the Economic Alliance with 
a donation of  $1,500 and the 
Initiative Foundation with a 
donation of  $1,130.

Alison Medeck, Executive 
Director of  the Economic 
Alliance in Wadena County, 
gave the board an update of  
her program. One new ini-
tiative she has started is to 
hold “Marketing Mornings” 
meetings at Central Lakes 
College on the first Friday 
of  each month. 

SEDA continued from page 1a

Trails growth leads to idea for visitors center

SCHOOL continued from page 1a

School approves hire of Activities Director Josh Wood


