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Fun basketball exhibition Staples-Motley youth basketball players displayed their skills 
in a half time program at the varsity girls game on Jan. 29. The K-3 players did dribbling exercises and played a 
shooting game, below.  (Photos by Mark Anderson)

Serving Your Community for 136 Years.

 A 28-year-old Wisconsin 
man sustained life threat-
ening injuries after being 
struck by a vehicle while he 
was in the roadway at the 
intersection of  Hwys 10 and 
210 in Staples Jan. 26.

The incident took place 
shortly after 9 p.m. and the 
road conditions were dry.

According to the Minne-
sota State Patrol, a 2020 Jeep 
Cherokee, driven by Susan 
Marie Horstmann, 55, of  
Staples, was westbound on 
Hwy 10 when it struck the 
pedestrian, Tyler James 
Schreck of  New Richmond. 

Horstmann was wearing a 
seatbelt and alcohol was not  
suspected in her case.

Schreck was transported 
to the St. Cloud Hospital 
with life-threatening inju-
ries. Whether alcohol was 
suspected in his case is 
pending, the report said.

Through investigation, 
police found that the party 
was intentionally attempt-
ing to be struck by the vehi-
cle. The party involved is 
alive and in stable condition. 
There were no violations on 
the part of  the motorist.

Pedestrian struck by 
vehicle in Staples

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

Bids for the huge 4th 
Street NE project came in 
more than a million dol-
lars less than the original 
assessment. 

Blombeck Construction 
of  Eagle Bend is the low 
bidder, with subcontracting 
work going to local compa-
nies, Ideal Construction and 
J&J Construction.

Community Center 
construction

The Staples City Council 
learned that the swimming 
pool at the Staples Commu-

nity Center will continue to 
be open as the locker rooms 
undergo a complete rehab 
project. City Administrator 
Jerel Nelsen told the coun-
cil that demolition of  the 
locker room will start this 
week and the project will 
continue until early May. 
The other part of  the proj-
ect will be the technology 
upgrade, which will start 
after the new locker rooms 
are finished.

Power outage
Nelsen updated the coun-

cil on the nearly 30 minute 
power outage on the evening 

Fourth Street bids come 
in below projection

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

The Staples Economic 
Development Authority 
(SEDA) found out the value 
of  the city-owned indus-
trial building and came to a 
conclusion that selling the 
building could be best for 
the city, to keep businesses 
in town and possibly build 
a new building if  it is sold.

Staples City Adminis-
trator Jerel Nelsen said 
an appraisal of  the build-
ing showed the value to be 
$647,000. He said that would 
be a starting point for a sale 
although Wadena County 
has it appraised at $826,000.

The building currently is 
being rented by Accura Tool-
ing and Lakewood Health 

System. Austin Redemske, 
owner of  Olander Tooling 
and Machining, approached 
the SEDA with the idea that 
they would like to buy the 
building.

Redemske was at the 
meeting and said his busi-
ness is growing and is in 
need of  space right now. 
They would rather buy than 
build a new building. Tom 
Seely, owner of  Accura 
Tool & Engineering, said he 
would work with Olander 
Tooling to rent from them 
instead of  the city.

Nelsen said if  a similar 
building were built today, 
it would cost $3 million for 
a 15,000 square foot pre-
fab metal structure, while 
a pole structure building 
would cost less to build. He 

said the rental income for 
the building was $68,000 
in 2023 and $51,000 in 2024. 
With one unit empty right 
now, the income would go 
down to $38,000 per year. 
Nelsen said the building is 
currently in need of  $20,000 
in repairs.

SEDA Board member 
Shane Tappe said the origi-
nal cost of  the building has 
been paid off  after 31 years 
of  businesses paying rent. 

S t a p l e s  M ayo r  Ro n 
Murray asked if  the city 
needed that much space any 
more and suggested they 
look at building a smaller 
building if  they decide to 
sell this one.

After discussion, Tappe 
said “We don’t want to 
scare business out of  town, 

we want to keep as many 
in town as we can,” and 
offered a motion to start the 
process of  selling the build-
ing. The board approved the 
motion.

The sale price would 
include a 31 acre lot behind 
the building, with a portion 
of  that buildable and the 
rest wetland. Murray asked 
about selling just the build-
ing and retaining the lot for 
the possiblity of  another 
building in the future. 
Nelsen said sewer and water 
would be a challenge, but it 
could be an option. He also 
said about 25 acres could be 
sold as hunting land.

SEDA Director
Nelsen said the city has 

SEDA recommends selling 
Staples industrial building 
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Gaven’s Geeks at Polar Plunge
SMHS speech team wins at PL

Brandt reaches 1,000 points, Larson 500 rebounds
Wrestling team wins battle of state champions
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  2026
This Week’s Forecast
 High   Low   Cond.
Feb. 4        23     19       Cloudy                                                       
Feb. 5       40      24       Cloudy                                        
Feb. 6        27     11      P. Sunny        
Feb. 7       28     17   M. Cloudy  
Feb. 8       31     25        Cloudy    
Feb. 9       37     21        Cloudy                            
Feb. 10     31     17      
                                                

Average Temps: 
 H = 23º Low = 4º

Do you recall? 
Feb. 2, 1996:

-50 below, 7 days with 
temps between -30 & 

-50 degrees

Compiled by 
Dale Hausmann, 

WCCO’s Staples area 
Weatherwatcher

Last Year, 2025
 High Low Cond.
Feb. 4      5º      -6     P. Sunny
Feb. 5     17         0   M. Sunny                                     
Feb. 6       9         2       Cloudy
Feb. 7     12       -2      Cloudy      
Feb. 8     18      10       Cloudy
Feb. 9     12       -2   M. Sunny
Feb. 10     0       -9        Sunny

See SEDA on page 3a

See STAPLES on page 3a
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By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

Over the course of  14 
years, Gaven’s Geeks Polar 
Plunge Team has raised 
$76,623 for Special Olym-
pics. They hope to raise 
even more prior to the Polar 
Plunge event at Breezy 
Point March 7.

The team gets its name 
from Gaven Christensen of  
Staples, a Staples-Motley 
alum and longtime com-
petitor at Special Olympics. 
Now 30, Gaven was a teen 
when his team was formed 
in 2012.

It was Gaven’s dad, Ken 
Christensen of  Staples, 
who started the team, ini-

tially called Gaven’s Gang-
sters. The next year they 
called themselves Gaven’s 
Grannies, with everyone 
dressing according to the 
various themes.

Then in 2014 the name 
was changed to Gaven’s 
Geeks and its remained 
that way ever since.

Except for three or four 
years, the Brainerd area 
Polar Plunge has been held 
at Breezy Point. Gaven’s 
grandparents, Richard and 
Elaine Hafften of  Brower-
ville, recalled that during 
COVID, the Polar Plunge 
was a virtual event held at 
Holst Acres in Staples. The 
Christensen family was so 
appreciative of  the Staples 

Fire Department who filled 
up the big tank with water 
for the event.

G ave n ’ s  G e e k s  h a s 
been a family fundrais-
ing project since day one. 
Grandma Elaine shared a 
photo album with the World 
that chronicles the past 14 
polar plunges. Included 
are photos of  Gaven, his 
parents, Ken and Becky 
Christensen,  younger twin 
brothers Brayden and Bent-
ley Christensen, grandpar-
ents, aunts, uncles, cousins, 
and numerous friends, all 
of  who’ve been on board to 
show their support for Spe-
cial Olympics.

Although some people 
show their support solely 

with financial donations, 
there are quite a few that 
plunge the chilly waters 
each year. The first year, 
there were five or six 
jumpers, Grandma Elaine 
recalled, adding that they 
raised $1,216 in 2012. They 
gained plungers since that 
time, as well as increased 
donations for this good 
cause. Elaine went on to 
share that she was the 
oldest one to ‘take the 
plunge’ in 2014. “I was 71,” 
she said, adding that she 
asked Dr. Sarah Israelson if  
she could do that. Dr. Israel-
son gave her approval, and 
then decided to take the 
plunge as well. The team 
raised $15,757.70 that year, 
their largest fundraiser to 
date.

Along the way, the twins 
took over the event plan-
ning, with Brayden now 
serving as the person in 
charge.

At the center of  Gaven’s 
Geeks is Gaven himself, 
who continues to share 
his enthusiasm for Special 
Olympics and inspires all 
who know him. “He loves 
this event,” Grandpa Rich-
ard said, adding, “If  every-
body could be as happy as 
Gaven, the world would be a 
better place. He’s taught me 
a lot...he’s taught me to be a 
better person.”

The Gaven’s Geeks Fund-
raiser for Special Olympics 
will be held Saturday, Feb. 7, 
4 - 8 p.m., at Becks Burger 
Co., 119 3rd St. NE, Staples. 
The event includes Music 
Bingo from 4 - 6:30 p.m. and 
a silent auction, 7 - 8 p.m. To 
donate online, visit http://
plungemn.org/team/05ssh-
gavensgeeks

Gaven’s Geeks takes the 
Polar Plunge in March
Fundraiser for Special Olympics is Feb. 7, Staples

Team still going strong
Members of the Gaven’s Geeks team are gearing 

up for their 15th Polar Plunge for Special Olympics 
event March 7, at Breezy Point. Their fundraiser event 
will be held Saturday, Feb. 7, at Beck’s Burger Co., 
Staples. Pictured above, from left, are the Christensen 
brothers, Brayden, Crookston; Gaven, Staples; Bentley, 
Duluth. (Submitted photo)

Taking the plunge
Members of the Gaven’s Geeks team are pictured 

at a previous Polar Plunge event at Breezy Point. Pictured 
taking the plunge, from left, are Gaven Christensen’s 
aunt, Jennifer (Christensen) Ganner, Big Lake; and his 
dad, Ken Christensen, of Staples. (Submitted photo)Gaven’s Geeks Polar Plunge Team 

was formed in 2012. Pictured, from left, 
are Gaven Christensen of Staples, his twin 

brothers Brayden and Bentley, and his 
dad, Ken Christensen. (Submitted photo)

The start of the team

Recent reports from the 
Motley Police Dept. (MPD) 
and Morrison County Sher-
iff’s Office (MCSO) included 
the following:

Jan. 27 -  Motley Police 
and Morrison County dep-
uties attempted to locate a 
suicidal male with a hand-
gun. The subject’s vehicle 
pinged just east of  Motley 
at Hwy 10 and Hwy 210. 
Officers were unable to 
locate the vehicle. 

Jan. 27 - Motley Police 
received a call from Unity 
Bank in Motley with a com-
plaint of  fraud.

Jan. 25 - Motley Police 
and Morrison County dep-
uties responded to a report 
of  a civil dispute at the 100 
block of  1st Ave. N., Motley.

Jan. 23 - Motley Police 
responded to a crash at Hwy 
10 and Beaulieu St., Motley. 
The crash was caused by a 
vehicle traveling the wrong 
way.

Jan. 23 - Motley Police 
assisted a woman with get-
ting her vehicle off  the traf-

fic lane in the intersection 
of  Hwy 10 and Hwy 210 in 
Motley. The officer pushed 
the vehicle into a parking 
lot with his squad car.

Jan. 22 - Motley Police 
assisted a stalled motorist 
at Hwy 10 and Azalea Rd., 
Motley.

Jan. 21 - Motley Police 
assisted MN State Patrol at 
a vehicle roll over on Hwy 
10 west. According to the 
report from state patrol, 
the 2008 Toyota Tacoma, 
driven by Randolph Jacob 
Olson, 68, of  Menahga, was 
westbound on Hwy 10 near 
MP114, when it entered the 
ditch and rolled. Olson was 
transported to Lakewood 
Health System Hospital in 
Staples with non-life threat-
ening injuries. Olson’s 
passenger, Deborah Lynn 
Olson, 66, was not injured. 
The road condition was 
snow/ice. Assisting at the 
scene were Motley FD, Sta-
ples PD and Todd County 
Sheriff’s deputies.

Motley area law enforcement

D o z e n s  o f  p e o -
ple enjoyed meatballs, 
mashed potatoes and 
gravy, vegetables, bread, 
dessert and more at the 
Church of Christ in Sta-
ples Jan. 27.  Tempera-
tures were below zero 
outside, but inside the fel-
lowship hall, people were 
warmed by the delicious 
meal and conversations 
with other folks. 

The free community 
meal, sponsored by Care 
Ministry and prepared and served by church volunteers, is offered on the fourth Tuesday of the month by participat-
ing churches. The next Care Ministry meal will be offered Feb. 24, at Staples Assembly of God Church. (Staples 
World photos by Dawn Timbs)

Hot meal enjoyed on a chilly night

Advertising 
(classified and display), 

copy, public notices, 
letters to the editor, etc.:

DEADLINE
Friday noon

The Staples World office,
224 4th St. NE, is 

open every weekday, 8 a.m. - noon. 
•For afternoon availability, 

call 218-894-1112.
Regular advertising and copy 

deadline is Friday, noon.

The office closes at noon on Friday.



3aStaples World Wednesday, February 4, 2026News

Looking back

Todd Cty. court 
report Jan. 28

75 Years ago - 1951 
o Feb. 1, 1951 - Lloyd 

Goodrich, farmer living 11 
miles north of  Staples in 
the Oylen vicinity, is mighty 
proud of  a Holstein cow in 
his herd.

The cow has given birth 
to four calves within 13 
months. Twins were born to 
the cow on Dec. 29, 1949, and 
on Jan. 17, 1951, twin calves 
were born to the same cow.

Lloyd stated that this is 
increasing his fine herd a lot 
sooner than he had planned, 
and he is very pleased with 
the two sets of  twin calves.

o Feb. 1, 1951 - Five young 
men from Staples were 

inducted into military ser-
vice on Jan. 29. They left 
from Long Prairie that 
day for induction into the 
armed forces.

Those from Staples who 
went into service were: Dale 
M. Chapin, Thomas Jr., Lau-
rence B. Denny, Elmer Baier, 
and Harry Palava. 

o Feb. 1, 1951 - The warm-
ing house of  the northside 
skating rink was broken 
into sometime Monday 
night, with the result that 
some of  the candy bar, some 
gum and about one half  
case of  pop were taken.

Pat Loftis, who is care-
taker for the war ming 
house, discovered the rob-
bery about 3:30 o’clock 
Tuesday afternoon when he 
went there to start the fire 
for the skaters.

o Feb. 1, 1951 - Cpl Benja-
min F. Dezell, 30, son of  Mrs. 
Bertha Dezell, was wounded 
Jan. 13, in Korea, the depart-
ment of  defense reported 
last night.

Corporal Dezell received 
head and abdomen wounds 
while serving with army 
forces near Seoul. He is 
recovering in an army gen-
eral hospital at Tokyo. 

Cpl. Dezell was a former 
resident of  Staples and 
attended the Staples schools. 
He moved with his mother 
to Duluth several years ago.

 50 Years ago - 1976
o Jan. 29, 1976 - The Sta-

ples Chapter of  the Future 
Farmers of  America have 
named six senior girls to vie 
for the honor of  their 1976 
Chapter Sweetheart.

Warren Kahler, chapter 
advisor, said that the mem-
bers chose Nan Bendson, 
Rose Goeden, Jane Olander, 
Melanie Fuller, Judy Salber 
and Sue Becker as the can-
didates. 

Coronation ceremonies 
of  the FFA Sweetheart are 
being planned for March.

o Jan. 29, 1976 - The 1974 
Grand Torino Elite, belong-
ing to Mr. and Mrs. Harold 
Kane of  Staples, was stolen 
and heavily damaged while 
they were visiting in Chi-
cago.

Mrs. Kane told the World 
that she and her husband 
went to Chicago last Thurs-
day to visit their son-in-law 
and daughter, Rev. James 
Martin, who is pastor of  
the United Church of  Christ 
there. The purpose of  the 
visit was for the christening 
of  their granddaughter.

The Kanes had the vehi-
cle parked in front of  the 
parsonage of  the church 
and it was stolen late Thurs-
day evening or early Friday 
morning. The vehicle was 
recovered by Chicago Police 
Sunday afternoon in an 
area about 3 1/2 miles from 
where it was stolen.

Mrs. Kane reported that 
it cost them $873.83, just to 
get their new car repaired 
enough to drive it home, 
plus the repairs that still 
must be made.

o Jan. 29, 1976 - Revival 
meetings will be held at the 
Staples Assembly of  God 
Church starting Sunday, 
Feb. 1,  and continuing 
through Friday, Feb. 6.

The evangelists will be 
Rev. and Mrs. W. L. Serdahl 

of  Wolf  Point, Montana. 
“It will be old time gospel 
singing and preaching from 
the Word of  God,” stated 
Pastor William Hamblin, 
local pastor, who invited the 
public to attend these ser-
vices.

o Jan. 29, 1976 - Richard 
Hegre will be the chairman 
for the program of  the Sta-
ples Rotary Club during the 
month of  February. He will 
be assisted by Robert Ped-
erson and Dr. Raymond O. 
Garland.

Meetings of  the Staples 
Rotary Club are held each 
Monday, 6 p.m., at Holm’s 
Cafe.

o Jan. 29, 1976 - Fire did 
some damage at the Cyril 
Beach residence, located 
about four miles south 
of  Staples early Thursday 
morning, Jan. 22.

The members of  the Sta-
ples Fire Department were 
called to the scene about 7  
a.m.

Leo Fahnlander, fire 
chief, reported that fire 
broke out in the wall behind 
a wood burning barrel stove, 
causing the damage.

o Jan. 29, 1976 - Edwin B. 
Perry and Gary Schimpp 
have been named co-chair-
men for the parade to be 
held in Staples this summer, 
following action by the 
Board of  Directors of  the 
Staples Chamber of  Com-
merce at a recent meeting.

The Staples Chamber of  
Commerce Bicentennial 
parade will be held Thurs-
day, July 1.

 25 Years ago - 2001
o Feb. 1, 2001 - Coming 

soon to a grocery store in 
Verndale.

That could be a headline 
one day very soon as the 
new Verndale Grocery is 
taking shape and about to 
re-open.

Hired last month to take 
over the management of  the 
store were Jim and Betty 
Jo Nichols of  Staples, both 
familiar faces to Staples 
area residents.

Jim had managed the 
Orton’s convenience store 
in Staples for 12 years and 
Betty Jo has been a waitress 
in Staples since 1987.

o Feb. 1, 2001 - Janet 
Jacobson recently joined 
Lakewood Health System in 
the new Human Resource 
Director position.

Jacobson received a 
Bachelor of  Arts degree 

from Metropolitan State 
University in St. Paul and 
became certified as a profes-
sional in human resources 
(PHR) in 1997.

She was employed by 
Guardian Angels of  Elk 
River as their Director of  
Human Resources for eight 
years. 

o Feb. 1, 2001 - Mary Shaf-
fer of  the Staples Motley 
High School Speech Team 
finished first in Creative 
Expression in the Brainerd 
Invitational Speech Contest 
Jan. 27. Shaffer performed 
an original “mini drama” 
about a director audition-
ing potential cast members 
for a play.

Each of  the three judges 
ranked Shaffer first in her 
section and awarded her 
almost perfect ratings of  99, 
100 and 99 percent.

o Feb. 1, 2001 - Gene Mat-
tila, the Staples Motley High 
School cross country coach, 
has been named the recip-
ient of  the 2000 Midwest 
Region Coach of  the Year 
award for boys cross coun-
try.

The award is from the 
National Federation of  
State High School Associ-
ations. Its Midwest Region 
includes Minnesota, Kansas, 
Missouri, Nebraska, North 
and South Dakota.

Mattila has coached the 
Staples Motley Cardinals 
since 1995 and has taken his 
boys team to the state cross 
country run every year he 
has coached. 

10 Years ago - 2016
o Feb. 4, 2016 -  The Sta-

ples Motley High School 
2016 Sno Daze candidates 
were announced Jan. 28, 
at Centennial Auditorium.  
Seniors  selected  were 
Brady Smith, Dylan Metz, 
Sarah Daly, Josie Erick-
son, Kylie Bendson, Obed 
Lozano, Tatum Williams 
and Shawnda Minoletti, 
Shawn Trantina and Tyler 
Johnson.

o Feb. 4, 2016 - Husband 
and wife duo Brian & 
Sheralyn Barnes, joined 
by bass player James Dun-
gan-Seaver, will present a 
concert at the United Meth-
odist Church in Motley 
Sunday, Feb. 14, at 2 p.m., as 
part of  the Staples Motley 
Area Arts Council’s regular 
season. The show is under-
written by Unity Bank.

- o - 
Compiled by

Dawn Timbs
- o - 

Hello readers. This week’s archive 
photo is from 2001. Do you know who 
these people are and perhaps the con-
text of the photo? Do you have a memory 
to share? Email your answers and where 

you’re from to dtimbs@staplesworld.com 
by Friday, or call 218-894-1112. The an-
swers will be published in next week’s 
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Mystery photo

Last week’s mystery photo pub-
lished in the May 4, 1967 edition of the 
Staples World featured a few students 
and faculty following a special retire-
ment program for Esther Bottemiller, first 
grade instructor at Staples Elementary. 
Student participants at the program in-
cluded, from left: Jerry Mertens, Dawn 
Harper, Brian Baustian and Greg Kaler. 
In back, from left, are Miss Bottemiller 
and Mrs. W. E. (Marion) Stone. 

James Nichols of Staples recog-
nized Mrs. Stone, who was his 4th grade 
teacher, but thought Esther Bottemiller 
was 5th grade teacher Mrs. Peterson. 

Nichols, a 1972 Staples High School 
grad, went on to share that, “Correct 
or not, I remember going to Mrs. Peter-
son’s farm north of Motley for a field day 
picnic. My 6th grade class was the last 
year for the Lincoln (non-graded) Grade 
School. Mr. Norm Card was our 6th 
grade teacher and we enjoyed catch-
ing passes from him during recess. It 
seemed like he could throw the football 
a whole block. He was also instrumental 
in pushing me to start wrestling. One of 
my best memories.”

Thanks for participating in our 
mystery photo.

Mystery solved

Long Prairie Police
Marc Kenson Jean Pierre, Long 

Prairie. Driving without a valid license 
for vehicle class or type. Fine $100. 
Fee $85.

Jose Luis Romero, Swanville. 
Driving after revocation. Fine $200. 
Fee $85.

Dept. of Natural Resources
Andrew Thomas Hoff, Kimball. 

Fishing-extra line. Fine $50. Fee 
$85.

John Michale Preglar, Big Lake. 
Fishing-Extra line. Fine $50. Fee 
$85.

Kevin Brian Sadlo, Browerville. 
Failure to produce proof of insurance. 
Fine $200. Fee $85.

Michael Gerard Theisen, St. 
Cloud. Fish and Game-dark house, 
fish house or shelter on ice without 
license. Fine $50, Fee $85.

MN State Patrol
Caleb Stephen Arceneau, Bel-

grade. Speed 88/70. Fine $60. Fee 
$85.

Robert Edward Otterson Atterson, 
Chaska. Speed 80/70. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

William Kenneth Birrenkott, Alex-
andria. Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee 
$85.

Randy Frederick Craft, Long Prai-
rie. Speed 70/60. Fine $40. Fee 
$85.

Levi Joseph King, Fergus Falls. 
Speed 84/70. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Wyatt Joseph Klimek, Nelson. 
Hands free law. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Luis A. Lopez Bautista, Long Prai-
rie. Speed 77/60. Fine $60. Fee 
$85. No MN Driver’s License. Fine 
$100.

Corbin Aaron Middendorf, Sauk 
Centre. Speed 84/60. Fine $70. 
Fee $155.

Jacalyn Michelle Obrien, St. Paul. 
Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Jazmin Rayne Pullins, Holding-
ford. Speed 81/70. Fine $50. Fee 
$85.

Omar Alexander Reyes, Long 
Pra i r ie .  F ine W indow res t r ic -
tions-windshield tinted or glazed. 
Fine $50. Fee $85.

Argenis Alberto Rivera Acevedo, 
Long Prairie. No MN Driver’s License. 
Fine $100. Fee $85.

Jada Li Salinas, St. Paul. Speed 
93/70. Fine $70. Fee $155. 

AngelaMichelle Swanson, Oak 
Grove. Speed 75/70. Fine $40. Fee 
$85.

Staples Police Dept.
David Earl Eckenrode, Sebeka. 

Driving after revocation. Fine $200. 
Fee $85.

 Jordan Taylor Folkestad, Wadena. 
Driving after revocation. Fine $200. 
Fee $85. Driver must carry proof of 
insurance when operating vehicle. 
Fine $200.

Brody Jaradon Shaw, Staples. 
Liquor-consumption by persons 
under 21. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Todd County Sheriffs Dept.
Rusty James Delcourt, Bertha. 

Driving after suspension. Fine $200. 
Fee $85. Driver must carry proof of 
insurance when operating vehicle. 
Fine $200. 

Kyle Tomothy Fluto, Alexandria. 
Speed 64/55. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Sherenity Sumiko Gaamow, Long 
Prairie. Driving without a valid license 
for vehicle class or type. Fine $100. 
Fee $85.

Jeremy Brian Haynes, Gully. Driv-
ing after revocation. Fine $200. Fee 
$85.

Andrew Joseph Katterhagen, 
Long Prairie. Expired registration. 
Fine $30. Fee $85.

Clayton Joseph Niehaus, Osakis. 
Liquor-consumption by persons 
under 21. Fine $100. Fee $85.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Ellen L. 

Maas in Seventh District Court 
in Todd County January 20, 
2026.

Michael Allyn Firzherbert, Brow-
erville, Theft. Sentenced, Local con-
finement (90 days, stay 0 yr 0 mo 87 
days for 1 yr credit for time served: 3 
days). Unsupervised probation, 1 yr. 
Fine $50. Fee $75.

Mathew Mark Miller, Staples. 
DWI-operate motor vehicle-alcohol 
concentration 0.,08 within 2 hours. 
Sentenced. Local confinement (90 
days, stay 0 yr 0 mo 89 days for 1 
year credit for time served: 1 day). 
Supervised probation. Fine $300. 
Fee $100. DWI-operate motor 
vehicle under influence of alcohol. 
Dismissed. Windshield general 
prohibitions-no objects suspended 
between driver and windshield. Dis-
missed.

Nichol Ann Wempe, Staples. Traf-
fic Collision-driver involved fails to 
stop for collision-driver or attended 
vehicle. Unsupervised probation, 1 
yr. Fine $200.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Laura 
Moehrie in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County January 
15, 2026.

Zavier Allen Wold, Browerville. 
Theft by swindle. Stay of imposition 
Pursuant to M.S. 609.135. Local 
confinement (68 days credit for time 
served: 68 days). Supervised proba-
tion, 5 yr. Fine $50. Fee $75.

of  Jan. 16, the coldest day of  
the year with temperatures 
well below zero. He said in 
this case, a transformer at 
the Verndale substation 
was out. That unit is owned 
by Minnesota Power, one of  
the electricity suppliers to 
the City of  Staples.

Nelsen said with that 
incident, the city is look-
ing at how to find a safe 
place for people if  there 
is a longer power outage 
on a sub-zero day. He said 
one idea was to have people 
without power go to Central 
Lakes College, which uses 
Todd-Wadena Electric Coop-
erative, not the city energy 
system. He said they are 
working on how to contact 
someone at CLC in case of  
emergency and how to send 
the message to members of  
the community if  needed.

Fire department 
update

Staples Fire Chief  Cole 
Yungbauer gave the coun-
cil an update on their 2025 
year. He said there were 
87 total calls, down a little 

from recent years. Of  those 
calls, 12 were structure fires 
and 11 were vehicle crashes. 
They also responded to 12 
mutual aid calls from other 
communities. Fifteen calls 
were false alarms.

He said the crew logged 
more than 1,990 hours of  
training plus 110 hours of  
community outreach. 

Yungbauer said they 
hired two new firefighters 
to fill vacancies and still 
have openings for two more 
firefighters. He said it is a 
nationwide issue that fire 
departments are not getting 
as many people to join as in 
the past.

Fire department assis-
tant  chiefs  are  Blake 
Gerard, Scott Meech, Bran-
don Brusewitz and Wayne 
Storry. Captains are Kyle 
Karolus and Robbie Lang. 
Firefighter of  the Year 
award was given to Gerard 
and the Chief’s Award was 
given to Karolus.

The council approved 
$45,000 from the Staples 
Relief  Association to pur-
chase fire equipment.

received 18 applications for the city’s open Economic Devel-
opment Director position. The application period closes 
Feb. 10.

In other news, the SEDA approved applying for a utili-
ties easement on SEDA property on 4th Street NE, where 
the judicial ditch crosses 4th Street NE.

The board also learned that the rent for Stacker 3D is 
paid up and they will continue to use city industrial build-
ing space. 

STAPLES continued from page 1a

City looks at emergency shelter

SEDA continued from page 1a

Utility easement on 4th Street

Steve’s Auto Salvage
& G&L Service

218-445-6885 • Located in Verndale at Steve’s Auto

•Tires (New & Used)
•Tubes •Belts

•AG Tires •Bulbs •Oil •Antifreeze
•Used Auto Parts
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When we decide to invite 
others for dinner, we nat-
urally ask ourselves what 
menu choices they’re likely 
to find appealing.  Are they 

“omnivorous”—do they eat 
meat, in other words—or 
are they vegetarian?  Do 
they have special dietary 
needs; food allergies, per-
haps? Do they have health 
issues that dictate foods they 
should avoid?  The answers 
to such questions are likely 
to shape any meal that we 
p l a n  a n d 
prepare.

T h i s 
menu pro-
c e s s  h a s 
some par-
allels when 
it comes to 
the birds or 
other wild 
creatures 
we  might 
hope to see 
at our feed-
ers in win-
ter.   T he 
f o o d s  w e 
choose to 
provide will have an impact 
on what is attracted to come 
and dine outside our win-
dows. 

To stretch the dinner 
guest metaphor a bit far-
ther, there may be foods 
we choose not to serve, in 
order to avoid attracting 
competitive, aggressive, or 
over-abundant wild crea-
tures that can “spoil the 
party.”  House sparrows, 
starlings, and squirrels 
come immediately to mind.  
This is prejudice, to be sure, 
but—since we’re footing the 
feed bill—it’s a prejudice we 
may feel entitled to! 

Fol lowing  are  some 
thoughts on several of  the 
most common and popular 
of  winter wildlife feeder 
foods, courtesy (mostly) of  
the Audubon Society, and 
the Cornell Laboratory of  
Ornithology; the latter be-
ing perhaps the country’s 
premier bird research cen-
ter.

Food item #3 on the 
Audubon list happens to be 
my #1.  It’s common suet, 
which is nothing more 
than the whitish, hard fat 
found near the loins and 
kidneys of  cattle and sheep.  
If  you’re a vegetarian, and 
recoil from the thoughts of  
obtaining and feeding back-
yard wildlife with an obvi-
ous byproduct of  the meat 
processing industry, all well 
and good.  But suet is one 
of  the most life-supporting 
of  winter foods.  It can be 
a calorie-rich, high-energy 
fuel source when the energy 
drain of  winter on tiny bod-
ies is greatest, and high-en-
ergy food sources like in-
sects are least available.

While suet is technically 
defined as the fat from cattle 
or beef, it’s also found in the 
same loin-and-kidney ar-
eas of  large wild mammals, 
like deer.  When a deer kill 
is made—here in Minneso-
ta, most often by an East-
ern gray wolf—birds will 
be among the scavenging 
members of  the clean-up 
crew; birds as large as ea-
gles, vultures, and ravens, 
or as diminutive as jays and 
chickadees.

I remember a time when 
a person could go into a 
butcher shop, or to the meat 
department of  a grocery 
store, ask for these “trim-
mings,” and get them for 
free.  But perhaps because 
winter bird feeding has be-
come an industry in itself, 
it was probably inevitable 
that those who have the sup-
ply—the butchers—would 
realize that demand—that’s 
us—is easily convertible 
into revenue.  Suet is not 
particularly expensive com-
pared to other things found 
in meat departments, but 
it’s no longer free. 

Suet feeders can be fancy 
and expensive, or as simple 
as an onion bag containing 
a suet lump suspended from 
a branch; or a scrap piece of  
wood to which a “pocket” of  
wide-mesh wire hardware 

cloth is fastened to hold the 
suet.

One reason I place suet so 
highly is for its great appeal 
to the several woodpecker 
species that winter with us: 
the downy, hairy, red-bel-
lied, and the crow-size pile-
ated woodpecker.  After the 
woodpeckers, other birds 
that are especially drawn to 
suet are the white-breasted 
and red-breasted nuthatch-
es, chickadees, and blue 
jays.  Others, cardinals 
among them, can be found 
at suet feeders on a less fre-
quent basis.

Both Audubon and the 
Cornell Laboratory of  Or-
nithology rated sunflower 
seed at #1.  The most use-
ful to the widest variety of  
winter birds is the black-oil 
sunflower seed.  This is due 
both to its high fat content—
like suet—and to its thin 
shell, which is easy for most 
birds to crack.  Cornell also 
recommends the striped 
sunflower variety, with 
its tougher shell, if  you’re 
trying to discourage con-
sumption by less-fancied 
species like the ubiquitous 
house sparrow.  Birds with 
stronger seed-cracking bills, 
like the jays, cardinals, and 
grosbeaks, have no trouble 
with the striped variety, nor 
should a nuthatch, or a tuft-
ed titmouse.

Nyjer, or thistle seed, is 
as tiny as a sunflower seed 
is large and robust.  It is 
especially appealing to the 
finches, including gold-
finches, and their larger rel-
atives the purple and house 
finches, as well as the less 
commonly seen pine siskins 
and redpolls.  For a seed this 
tiny, it’s best to have a spe-
cialized feeder.  This could 
be a tube-type feeder with 
holes that are tiny enough 
to prevent an avalanche 
of  seeds spilling out, or a 
fine mesh “thistle sock,” to 
which birds can cling and 
pull seed through the mesh.

Saf flower is another 
option.  Like the striped 

sunflower, it has a thicker 
shell that makes it less ap-
pealing to house sparrows, 
squirrels, and starlings, but 
a favorite of  cardinals with 
their powerful bills.  Gros-
beaks, chickadees, and na-
tive sparrows all will also 
consume safflower seeds.

Besides foods packaged 
and sold as single variet-
ies, it’s common to find 
mixtures of  several types 
of  feed.  It stands to reason 
that a good blend will proba-
bly appeal to a wide variety 
of  birds.  But some blends 
are undesirable, made up 
of  mainly of  “filler” seeds 
that are unappealing to wild 
birds, or at least to birds 
that are common to Minne-
sota.  This is especially true 
at the lower end of  the price 
spectrum.  

According to Audubon, 
one of  the better mixtures 
includes a blend of  sunflow-
er seed, cracked corn, white 
proso millet, and peanut 
hearts.  Other blends may 
be good, too.  Buying at bird 
specialty stores is probably 
a smart move when seeking 
out quality seed blends.  But 
be aware that some compo-
nents of  a blend—cracked 
corn and peanut hearts, 
for example—may also be 
appealing to squirrels and 
house sparrows, creatures 
that may be low on the 

“highly sought” list for some 
who feed winter wildlife.

When we aren’t enjoy-
ing winter activities out-of-
doors, seeing birds congre-
gating and feeding outside 
our windows can be one 
of  the more day-brighten-
ing experiences during the 
depths of  a Minnesota win-
ter.  More information on 
the subject of  feeding them 
can be found at these web 
sites:

https://www.allabout-
b i r d s . o r g / n e w s / t y p e s -
o f - b i r d - s e e d - a - q u i c k -
guide/#sunflower

https://www.audubon.
org/magazine/top-10-foods-
winter-bird-feeding

What’s on the menu for winter birds?

- o - 
Inside the 
Outdoors

Mike Rahn
- o - 

American dictator
No President, No King. We have a dictator. He said so 

himself, nobody can change him. Only he himself  could 
change while he is in office. We used to have a government 
of  the people, for the people, by the people. Now we have a 
dictator.

BJ Hendricks
Motley, Minn.

Letter to the Editor

By Deb Brown
SaveYour.Town

I ’ve never l iked the 
phrase “doing more with 
less.” It gets tossed around 
so often that it sounds no-
ble, but it usually feels like 
a scolding. It implies people 
aren’t working hard enough 
or wringing every drop out 
of  their already-limited 
time, energy, and budgets. It 
piles guilt on top of  fatigue.

T h a t  p h r a s e  c o m e s 
straight out of  a scarcity 
mindset. Rural and un-
der-resourced communities, 
in particular, have been told 
to “do more with less” for 
generations — usually with-
out any real structural sup-
port behind them.

No wonder it sounds 
more like blame than inspi-
ration.

Doing more with what 
we have

What if  we shifted the 
focus to doing more with 
what we have? It’s a small 
change in language, but a 
big change in power. Instead 
of  staring at what’s miss-
ing, we start seeing what’s 
already in our hands.

Doing more with what 
we have means:

• Honoring what already 
exists — the people, stories, 
skills, culture, spaces, and 

relationships right here.
• Leading with creativity 

and connection, not cuts 
and sacrifice.

• Seeing communities not 
as broken, but as full of  un-
tapped strengths and possi-
bilities.

This mindset invites us 
to look at our current re-
sources differently — to 
start from abundance. It 
rejects the tired message 
that “if  you just cared more, 
you’d work harder,” and re-
places it with, “you already 
have powerful tools — let’s 
use them in new ways.”

What it looks like in 
practice

This is where the Idea 
Friendly approach shines. 
It means fewer rigid meet-
ings and more hands-on 
experiments. Fewer long 
committee discussions and 
more quick conversations 
on back porches, in coffee 
shops, and at the park. It 
means everyone can con-
tribute in small, meaningful 
ways.

We don’t have to wait for 
someone to rescue us with 
more money, more people, 
or more stuff. We can use 
what we already have — to-
gether — in ways that re-
spect our work, celebrate 
our gifts, and build steady, 
lasting change.

Doing more 
with what we 
have locally

By Lee H. Hamilton

It’s obvious that America is deeply divided over immi-
gration. President Donald Trump has been adding new 
restrictions and deporting immigrants that he describes 
as a threat. Trump’s critics see his actions as racist and a 
rejection of  basic American principles.

The divide is on stark display in the daily news, where 
Trump demonizes immigrants and their supporters while 
protests spread against Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment. Minneapolis, where federal officers recently killed 
two U.S. citizens, one a mother of  three and the other an 
intensive care nurse, has looked like a war zone.

It shouldn’t be this way. Trump may be fanning the 
flames, but Congress also bears responsibility. It’s no secret 
that America’s immigration system is broken. Our laws ha-
ven’t been updated in 40 years, despite massive changes in 
the economy and technology. Congress and its leaders, both 
Republicans and Democrats, keep kicking the can down the 
road. Their inaction plays into Trump’s hands.

The New York Times editorial board put it well in a 
recent analysis: “Instead of  an immigration policy cali-
brated to the needs of  the country, both Americans and 
immigrants are being let down by a set of  outdated laws 
inconsistently enforced by underfunded agencies. Chaos 
has been a predictable result.”

America has fought over immigration from its begin-
ning. In 1798, Congress passed the Alien and Sedition Laws, 
which targeted foreigners for spreading threatening ideas. 
The Know Nothing Party of  the mid-1800s and the Ku Klux 
Klan of  the 1920s grew powerful on anti-immigrant rheto-
ric. A surge in immigration at the turn of  the 20th century 
produced a backlash that led to strict limits. One of  my first 
votes in Congress was for legislation that overturned those 
restrictions.

Politicians who oppose immigration claim that immi-
grants bring crime, drive down wages and rely excessively 
on government aid. None of  those claims are true. As the 
Times points out, immigrants are “America’s rocket fuel,” 
powering economic growth and cultural achievement. Our 
aging population and low birth rates mean we need immi-
gration to keep the economy humming. Immigrants drive 
innovation and work hard-to-fill jobs in health care, tech-
nology, hospitality and agriculture.

Of  course, this doesn’t mean immigration should be 
without restrictions. As the Times argues, we must secure 
our borders and make reasonable efforts to prevent people 
from working here illegally. At the same time, Congress 
should legislate an orderly expansion of  legal immigra-
tion. Our current system, which favors family unification, 
should give way to an approach that encourages immigra-
tion where it’s most needed.

We also need humane policies for the estimated 11 mil-
lion immigrants who are here illegally, many of  whom 
were brought as children. Immigrants who have worked 
hard, stayed out of  trouble and made productive lives 
should have a path to citizenship.

Mass deportation is cruel and unworkable. Government 
officials say they are targeting criminals, but news media 
have documented numerous deportations of  people with 
no criminal record, and even of  citizens. Aggressive tactics 
by ICE officers and Trump’s threats to deploy the military 
against protesters show a disturbing disdain for individ-
ual rights. In Minneapolis, a Star Tribune editorial states, 

“strangers with guns have metastasized in spaces where 
daily life should be routine and safe. It feels like a military 
occupation.”

This is another area where Congress should play a role. 
Congressional oversight of  the executive branch is a key 
feature of  our system of  checks and balances. If  federal 
agents are violating the rights of  the people, Congress 
should hold the agencies accountable. As a Washington 
Post editorial notes, the administration has gutted the 
Homeland Security Department civil rights office that’s 
supposed to investigate abuses; consequently, the need for 
independent oversight “has become irrefutable.”

Meanwhile, the chaos and divisions show that the need 
to fix our outdated immigration system has become more 
urgent than ever. It’s past time for Congress to roll up its 
sleeves and get to work.

Congress must address immigration

By Heather Close
The Rural Blog

U.S. farmers and farm-
ing advocates are pushing 
lawmakers to draft bills that 
include additional aid for 
specialty crop growers and 
include wording that allows 
for the year-round use of  
15% ethanol-blended gaso-
line (E15), write Pro Farmer 
editors for Farm Journal.

Many specialty crop 
growers were disappointed 
with the Trump adminis-
tration’s 2025 aid package, 
which allocated $11 billion 
for row-crop farmers and 
$1 billion for specialty crop 
farmers. Specialty crops in-

clude fruits, veggies, nuts, 
nursery crops, Christmas 
trees and maple syrup.

Specialty Crop Far m 
Bill Alliance co-chair Cathy 
Burns told Nicole Heslip 
of  Brownfield Ag Network, 
“Specialty crops account 
for one-third of  crop sales 
in the U.S., and we have the 
same harmful headwinds 
that the rest of  agriculture 
is experiencing.”

Burns suggested “5 bil-
lion in relief  would help 
alleviate some of  the un-
precedented economic chal-
lenges facing growers from 
labor, input costs, lost mar-
kets, and unfair competition 
from competitors,” Heslip 
writes. 

Farmers pushing for 
specialty crop funding

Quote of  the week

“Peace is not about victory; 
it is about the painful process 

of  learning to live with our 
differences.”

— Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

Quote of  the week

“We must tell the truth, 
not just to power — 

but for the powerless.”
— Christiane Amanpour
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Make a Difference 
in Your Community!

 The City of Staples is inviting passionate residents 
to get involved and help shape our community's future 
by serving on key volunteer boards and commissions. 
We currently have the following openings:
 •Parks & Recreation Advisory Board 
 •Planning & Zoning Commission 
 •Public Works Commission 
 •Charter Commission 
     These rewarding volunteer roles provide a meaning-
ful way to contribute to local decision-making, sup-
port community projects, and influence the direction 
of Staples for years to come. Appointments are made 
by the City Council.

If you're interested in applying or would like more 
details about the responsibilities, time commitment, 
or application process, contact Staples City Hall at 

(218) 894-2550 or visit our official website at 
staples.govoffice.com for the application form 

and additional information.w7c

Volunteer for City of Staples 
Boards and Comimissions
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Feb. 5
‘Walk With a Doc’   Thurs-

days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-
wood Health System’s main 
campus in Staples. Meet 
at the main entrance. For 
more information about 
this free program, visit 
https://walkwithadoc.org/
join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

Feb. 6
Women’s oPen aa Recov-

eRy meeting Fridays in per-
son, 10:30 a.m., Motley Free 
Methodist Church (lower 

level), 33 Wellwood St. E. 
Motley. All women welcome.

Feb. 8
celebRate RecoveRy gRouP 

meetings  Sundays, 6 p.m., 
at Motley Free Methodist 
Church, 33 Wellwood St. E., 
Motley.

Feb. 10
exPeRience stRength anD 

hoPe aa gRouP mtgs in sta-
Ples   Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m., 
at Church of  Christ, 27343 
490th St., Staples. For info., 
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

Mark Your Calendar

 It was a snowy day for Preschool 
Storytime held at the Staples Library in 
January. Each month children are invit-
ed to the library for a fun time of stories, 
songs, crafts and snacks. Call the library 
at 218-894-1401 to sign up for the next 

PreSchool Storytime to be held Weds., 
February 18 at 10:30  a.m. The library is 
located at 122 6th St NE, Staples.

Above: Bjorn, Rhett and Sylas LaB-
lanc and Alida Hanson. (Submitted photo)

Snowy January Preschool Storytime

Menu
Senior Nutrition 

Program
Call mornings (218-979-4118) 

the Thursday before to reserve 
next week’s meal(s) and cur-
rent suggested donation info. 
LSS Meals - traditional older 
adult menu. Menu is subject to 
change.

LOCATED AT: Staples Hi-
Rise, 615 4th St. NE, Staples. Se-
niors welcome to dine-in at 11:00 
a.m., with meal reservations. 

Staples
218-979-4118

Feb. 9 - 13
monDay - Chicken/dump-

lings, green beans, diced 
pear cup, wh bread, marg., 
cheesecake brownie, 1% 
milk.

tuesDay - Chicken brocco-
li rice casserole, sliced car-
rots, Gala apple, dinner roll, 
marg., 1% milk.

WeDnesDay  -  Meatloaf, 
baked potato, broccoli, ap-
plesauce cup, sour cream, 
marg., wheat bread, 1% 
milk.

thuRsDay - Diced turkey/ 
gravy, mashed potatoes, 
stuffing, whole kernel corn, 
diced peach cup, dinner 
roll, marg., 1% milk.

FRiDay - Potato crunch 
fish fillet, mashed sweet 
potatoes, mixed veggies, 
wheat dinner roll, marg., 
tartar sauce, snickerdoodle 
cookie, 1% milk.

wk7

The Economic Alliance, 
the economic development 
corporation that serves 
Wadena County, is looking 
for a new Executive Direc-
tor. The current director, 
Hope Williams, has been 
named the new Economic 
Development Director for 
the City of  Detroit Lakes. 
She will be with the Eco-
nomic Alliance until Friday, 
Feb. 6. 

Raye Ludovissie, the 
President of  the Economic 
Alliance Board of  Directors, 
says that this presents an 
opportunity for the organi-
zation to think strategical-
ly about its growth. “The 
Wadena County Economic 
Alliance Board is grateful 
for all the hard work Hope 
has poured into it. As pres-
ident I have worked closely 
with Hope and have watched 
her take the reins of  what 
Wadena County needs.  She 
has been instrumental in 

getting the SBDC set up for 
our area, developing a posi-
tive reputation throughout 
the county, taking point on 
potential developments in 
the county, and helping peo-
ple understand the “ins and 
outs” of  starting their own 
business. She is leaving a 
strong foundation for us to 
build upon to make Wadena 
County the best place to do 
business.”

A transition plan is in 
place to ensure that the 
Economic Alliance contin-
ues its service to the busi-
nesses and communities 
throughout Wadena County. 
The Board of  Directors has 
begun its search for a new 
Executive Director, with 
applications being accepted 
until Feb. 27, 2026. In the in-
terim, Ludovissie and other 
members of  the Board of  
Directors will be dividing 
the work previously done 
by Williams.

Economic 
Alliance looking 
for new director

By Gary Wyatt, University of Minnesota 
Extension

Join University of  Minnesota Extension 
foresters to discuss some of  the key issues 
and questions around forest and woodlands 
facing Minnesota landowners.

These online sessions will be very infor-
mal, open to the public and free of  charge. 
Each session will start with a brief  pre-
sentation, followed by a discussion framed 
around participants’ questions on the topic. 
Each Zoom session will be from 9 a.m. to 
10 a.m. 

The 2026 topics and presenters are listed 
below:

o Feb. 13: Stewardship strategies for re-
silient forests - Anna Stockstad

o Feb. 20: ParSci summary from 2025 and 
what’s coming in 2026 - Angela Gupta and 
Hana Kim

o March 20: Disturbance and woodland 
stewardship - Eli Sagor

o March 27: Recognizing, preventing, and 

managing oak wilt - Grace Haynes
o April 10: Management considerations 

to enhance forest habitat for birds - Peter 
Dieser April 17: Get ready for tree seed col-
lection in spring (Scouting & ParSci) - Kira 
Pollack April 24: Growing and selling wood: 
Production forestry on private lands. - Eli 
Sagor

o Feb. 27: Climate ready trees for wind-
breaks and silvopasture - Gary Wyatt, Ang-
ie Gupta, and Kira Pollack

To learn more about each topic and sign 
up for these Zoom sessions, register at this 
link:

 z.umn.edu/Fridays2026
Recordings from all sessions in the se-

ries will be made available on the Exten-
sion YouTube page:

 z.umn.edu/Fridays
There is no session on March 13 because 

the forestry team will be at the MN Family 
Woodland Conference in Collegeville.

  

Fridays with a Forester for 
woodlands landowners

Needing/Wanting a 
 Granite Memorial

 FOR YOUR FAMILY?
I can help!
Diane M. 
Hahn

30 years serving 
our area! 

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685 
or 218-640-2341

A t t e n t i o n  g r a d u a t -
ing high school seniors: 
Scholarship opportunities 
are now available for stu-
dents planning to pursue 
post-secondary education 
in engineering or manu-
facturing technology fields. 
Eligible students can apply 
for $1,000 scholarships to 
help support their studies 
and career development in 
these dynamic industries.

The Lakes Area Manu-
facturers Alliance (LAMA) 
scholarship fund began 

with a generous contri-
bution from Reggie Clow 
in memory of  his father 
and the company’s found-
er, Everett Clow. The fund 
was quickly supported by 
LAMA member companies 
in partnership with the Ini-
tiative Foundation, having 
raised over $90,000 in pledg-
es. 

The scholarship fund 
addresses manufacturers’ 
need for skilled employees. 
These high-tech jobs are 
highly sought after and of-

fer excellent pay and ben-
efits. You can learn more 
about LAMA and the Schol-
arship fund by visiting our 
website https://www.mid-
westmanufacturers.com/
lama/ or contact Deborah@
lakesareamanufacturers.
org for more information.

The scholarships are 
open to seniors graduating 
this year who are commit-
ted to enrolling in a college, 
university or technical 
school with a focus on engi-
neering or manufacturing 

technology. To be eligible, 
students must currently re-
side in Aitkin, Cass, Crow 
Wing, Morrison, Todd or 
Wadena counties and have 
a minimum GPA of  2.0 (C 
grade) on a 4.0 scale.

The application process 
is straightforward, and win-
ners will be selected based 
on academic achievement, 
career goals and a demon-
strated interest in these im-
portant sectors.  Deadline 
to apply is March 31, 2026.

High school seniors invited to apply for 
$1,000 scholarships in engineering and 
manufacturing technology fields

Local Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts (SWCDs) and the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
offices are now accepting applications 
for the Minnesota Irrigation Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program 
(RCPP). The sign-up period runs 
through Feb. 27, 2026.

The Minnesota Irrigation RCPP 
provides financial and technical as-
sistance to producers interested in 
improving irrigation efficiency and 
adopting conservation practices 
that protect groundwater resources. 
Through this program, farmers can 
receive support for practices such as 

irrigation water management, vari-
able rate irrigation, soil moisture 
monitoring, and related improve-
ments that help reduce water use 
while maintaining or improving crop 
productivity.

Groundwater is the primary source 
of  drinking water for communities 
across Minnesota. By improving ir-
rigation efficiency and nutrient man-
agement, participating producers 
play a critical role in protecting local 
water resources while strengthening 
the long-term sustainability of  their 
operations.

Eligible applicants include produc-

ers with irrigated cropland located 
within participating project areas. 
Applications will be ranked and se-
lected based on established criteria, 
available funding, and conservation 
benefits.

Producers interested in applying 
are encouraged to contact their local 
SWCD and NRCS offices as early as 
possible during the sign-up period to 
discuss eligibility and application re-
quirements.

For more information or to apply, 
contact Todd Soil and Water at 320-
732-2644

Irrigation program sign-up started

The Brainerd Lakes Area 
Economic Development 
Corporation (BLAEDC) and 
the North Central Small 
Business Development 
Center (SBDC) at Central 
Lakes College are proud 
to announce the return of  
Entrepreneurs on Tap for 
its third consecutive year. 
What began as a new way to 
meet entrepreneurs where 
they are has quickly grown 
into own of  the region’s 
most anticipated business 
networking and learning 
series.

Entrepreneurs on Tap 
blends practical business 
education with meaningful 
connection, all in welcom-
ing, locally-owned settings 

across Crow Wing County. 
Each event features a fo-
cused “Topic on Tap,” facil-
itated discussion, and net-
working opportunities. The 
result is an approachable, 
high value experience de-
signed for real world small 
business owners navigating 
real world challenges.

“Entrepreneurs on Tap 
has become something 
special,” said Katie Hep-
pner, Regional Director of  
the North Central SBDC. 

“It brings people together 
across industries, experi-
ence levels, and communi-
ties. Heading into our third 
year, we’re seeing small 
business owners return 
month after month because 

the conversations are hon-
est, useful, and grounded in 
what it actually takes to run 
a business.”

The Spring 2026 series 
continues the tradition of  
rotating locations to in-
crease access and highlight 
local businesses. All events 
are held from 5 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m.

Spring 2026 Schedule 
and Topics

o Feb. 11 at Jack Pine 
Brewery in Baxter | Topic 
on Tap: Answer Engine Op-
timization

o March 18 at Snarky 
Loon Brewing in Jenkins | 
Topic on Tap: Business Tax 
Prep Basics

o April  8 at Cuyuna 

Brewing Company in Cros-
by | Topic on Tap: Employ-
ee Training Resources

o May 6 at Up North So-
cial in Crosslake | Topic on 
Tap: Preparing for Tourism 
Season

Entrepreneurs on Tap is 
open to aspiring entrepre-
neurs, startups, and estab-
lished small business own-
ers alike. Whether someone 
is refining an idea or scaling 
an operation, the series of-
fers relevant insights, trust-
ed guidance, and a chance 
to connect with peers who 
understand the realities of  
running a business in Crow 
Wing County.

Entrepreneurs on tap returns for third year
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“Discomfort During Distress”
Pastor Scott Jorgenson, Thomastown Covenant Church, Staples
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Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Adult Bible Study ..........................6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Sunday Worship Service ...................8:30 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org 
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
Pastor Joshua Jeresek
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA ....................218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
 Sunday Worship ............................8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775
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***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com. 
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.
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 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775
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***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com. 
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.

What do you say to the one with an untreatable 
disease? What can you do for someone enduring a 
broken relationship? What remedy is there for those 
feeling distant from God?

Sing a happy tune...NOT! According to Proverbs 25 
that would be a callous thing to do.

Proverbs 25:20 “Like one who takes away a gar-
ment on a cold day, or like vinegar poured on a wound, 
is one who sings songs to a heavy heart.”

Humor can be good medicine and music can soothe 
the soul, but not in the absence of showing care and 
concern.

Proverbs reminds us that we can tend to placate 
those in distress with empty words, “It will be OK. 
Don’t worry. Let me tell you what happened to me.” 
These sentiments fly in the face of the reality that it’s 
not OK, there’s plenty to worry about and what hap-
pened to us has nothing to do with what’s happening 
to the hurting. 

We may not sing songs but we can tend to minimize 
the heavy heart and even ignore how difficult the situ-
ation may be.

We Minnesotans should know better...you don’t 
take the coat from someone in the middle of January. 
Medical providers know better...you don’t agitate an 
open wound.

What can we do in the presence of heavy hearts? 
Let’s turn to this Proverb for guidance:

Clothe the Cold. Just as we bundle up for 25 below 
covering all exposed skin, we cover those in trouble 
with prayer and compassion. Prayer brings us a re-
newed awareness of the difficulty and allows us to 
show compassion by sharing our concern for the trou-
bled. In other words, be present. As one wise colleague 
of mine once said, “Show up and breathe.” When there 
are no words, don’t use words. When situations don’t 
make sense…don’t make up senselessness. Acknowl-
edge the difficulty of the situation…that’s the first step 
toward compassion. 

Heal the wound. We may not be able to cure the 
situation, but our willingness to walk with the wounded 
brings a healing beyond the physical needs. Holding a 
hand speaks volumes. The situation may remain unal-
tered but the relationship is strengthened. 

When wintry winds come blowing into your life or 
the life of others, don’t try to go it alone. Allow others 
to bring comfort and healing. Be willing to walk in the 
winter of other’s lives. Proverbs is a practical guide to 
being the hands and feet of Jesus, “As you did it to the 
least of these, so you have done unto Me.”

In so doing, the heavy heart will be lifted and God 
will be glorified.

w
k7

c

9:00 a.m.

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Mass: Sunday......................................8:30 a.m.

Father JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310
Father Greg Sauer

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314  Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310   Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314   Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310    Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314   Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310    Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Verndale

MASS: Saturday

St. Ann’s Catholic Church
514 1st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314   Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310    Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Mass: Sunday...................................10 a.m.Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

218-631-1598
Catholic Church

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

Obituaries

Bethel Brichacek, 95, of  
Browerville passed away 
January 15, 2026 at Central 
Todd County Care Center in 
Clarissa.

Memorial services were 
held January 23 at Christ 
The King Catholic Church, 
Browerville.

Burial was at the church 
cemetery.

Bethel Marie Shannon 
was born to Edgar and 
Mary Shannon at home 
on Christmas Day, 1930 in 
Leader.  She had four older 
brothers, Orville, Walter, 
Vern and David.

She attended country 
school in Leader and grad-
uated from Motley High 
School in 1947. She attended 
Teachers Training in Sta-
ples and taught in various 
country schools in Todd 
County.

Bethel married George 
Brichacek on June 9, 1949, 
at St. Michael’s Catholic 
Church in Motley. To this 
union six children were 
bor n:  Bradley,  Rickey, 
Kerry, Kristi, Lonnie and 
Kimberly.

Bethel enjoyed playing 
Tripoli, sewing, embroi-
dery and baking  home-
made Long Johns which 
were a family favorite. 
She was a member of  the 

Todd County Homemak-
ers, Moran Mixers and 
served on the council at the 
Colonial Terrace in Clar-
issa. She was a member of  
Christ the King Catholic 
Church in Browerville.

Bethel is survived by 
one son,  Rickey (Mar-
ilyn);  three daughters, 
Kerry (Denny Finn), Kristi 
(Ken) Biermaier and Kim-
berly (Ken) Wuollet; one 
daughter-in- law,  Patri -
cia; 18 grandchildren; 38 
great-grandchildren and 12 
great-great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
George of  69 years and two 
sons, Bradley and Lonnie.
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Bethel Brichacek

K e n n e t h  W i l l i a m 
Hudalla, 84, of  Rice, passed 
away January 27, 2026, at St. 
Cloud Hospital. 

M a s s  o f  C h r i s t i a n 
Burial was held February 
2 at Sacred Heart Catho-
lic Church in Sauk Rapids, 
with Father Thomas Kno-
blach officiating.

Burial was at St. Joseph 
Catholic Cemetery in Clar-
issa. 

Ken was born September 
17, 1941, in Iona Township to 
William and Marie (Brown) 
Hudalla. In his early 20’s, he 
joined the Army National 
Guard and for six years, he 
proudly served his coun-
try. Kenneth married his 
beloved wife, Karen Sumey, 
on April 24, 1965, at St. 
Isidore Catholic Church in 
Moran Township. Before 
settling in Rice in 1976, Ken 
and Karen moved around 
the state, living in Fargo, 
Brainerd, Duluth, Moor-
head and Champlin. Ken 
was a dedicated manager for 
the United Parcel Service 
(UPS) for 31 years before he 
retiring at age 53. He was a 
devout member of  Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in 
Sauk Rapids.

Ken liked being on the 
water, especially on his pon-
toon surrounded by family. 
One of  his passions in life 
was farming and taking 
care of  his land. His favor-
ite places to be were on his 
farmland in Clarissa and 
Missouri. He spent count-
less hours dedicated to the 
land and caring for the 
nature around him. Ken 
was a determined, brave, 
intelligent and decisive soul 
who was always unfailingly 

prepared for whatever came 
at him. He loved spending 
time with his family, grand-
children and siblings, whom 
he was always proud of.

Ken is survived by his 
wife of  60 years, Karen of  
Rice; two sons, Michael 
(Noelle) of  Staples and 
Chad (Marie) of  Dayton; 
one daughter, Jodi (Chris) 
Belair; four grandchildren, 
Brooke, William, Addison 
and Amelia; four siblings, 
Gordy of  Anoka, Deb Coffin 
of  St. Michael, Bruce of  
Blythedale, MO and Tama 
Davis of  Columbus, OH and 
one sister-in-law, Kitty of  
Gainesville, GA.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents; one daugh-
ter, Julie, on January 4, 2016; 
one son, Thomas, on April 
25, 1968 and one brother 
Doug, on October 18, 2004.

Obituary, Guest Book, 
and video tribute available 
online at www.williams-
dingmann.com. 

Arrangements were by 
Williams Dingmann Family 
Funeral Home in Sauk 
Rapids. 
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Kenneth Hudalla

Joann Drajna, 76, Sta-
ples/Browerville  area, 
passed away January 25, 
2026 St. Williams Living 
Center in Parkers Prairie

M a s s  o f  C h r i s t i a n 
Burial was held January 29 
at the Sacred Heart Catho-
lic Church in Staples.

Joann Mary Jambor 
was born March 30, 1949, 
to Albert and Mary Anne 
Jambor in Algona, Iowa. 
They moved to the family 
farm in Moran Township in 
1951, where they welcomed 
her brother Leo and sisters 
Roseanne and Carol.  

Joann attended elemen-
tary and high school in Sta-
ples graduating in 1967. She 
married Allan Drajna on 
October 20, 1967. Together 
they welcomed two sets of  
twins: Jim and Janet and 
Dean and Darin. They later 
divorced.  

Joann worked as a food 
service aid for Staples 
Public School for several 
years, retiring to care for 
her aging parents and her 
blind sister, Roseanne.  

She enjoyed cooking, 
canning, sewing, embroi-

dering, traveling, writing 
letters, playing bingo and 
especially visiting with 
family and friends.  

In 2014 she moved to St. 
Williams Living Center in 
Parkers Prairie where she 
remained until she died.

Joann is survived by 
one daughter, Janet (Jim) 
Becker;  two sons,  Jim 
Drajna, and Darin (Special 
Friend,  Jenny) Drajna; two 
granddaughters, Samantha 
(Lewis) Becker and Kim-
berly (Fiancé Kyle) Becker; 
four great-grandchildren, 
Roxy,  William, Arthur 
and Theodore Becker; one 
brother, Leo Jambor; two 
sisters, Roseanne Jambor 
and Carol (Bruce) John and 
several nieces, nephews 
and cousins.

Joann was preceded 
in death by her parents; 
grandparents; one infant 
son, Dean Drajna; one 
great- grandson, Raymond 
Becker and one nephew, 
Jason Jambor.  

Ar rang ements  were 
by Iten Funeral Home of  
Browerville.
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Joann Drajna

A Motley School Faculty/
Staff  Reunion will be held 
Friday, May 1, at Pine Ridge 
Golf  Course in Motley, from 
4 - 9 p.m.

The reunion is open to all 
faculty, staff, school board 
members, etc., who worked 
at the school building in 
Motley at any time (Motley 
Elementary, Motley High 

School, or Motley Staples 
Middle School). It will be a 
time of  fun and reminiscing.

For information about 
the meal cost and to RSVP 
by April 1, text 218-296-1461 
or email madsonb60@yahoo.
com. Spouse/significant 
others welcome. 

Motley School Faculty/
Staff reunion May 1

Online bir ths remOved 
at the request Of lakewOOd 
health system.

Hello World
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Avandre Brandt is almost touching the logo as he embodies the Cardinal spirit, 
hitting a long three point shot late in the game against Perham. (Staples World photos 
by Mark Anderson)

Eye of the Cardinal

The defense can’t touch him as Noah Larson pulls down one of his 500 career 
rebounds.

Clearing space

Avandre Brandt and 
Noah Larson hit milestones 
as they led the Staples-Mot-
ley boys basketball team to 
a 65-55 win against Perham 
on Jan. 27. Brandt scored 
29 to reach 1,000 career 
points and Larson had nine 
rebounds to reach 500 for 
his career. The win moved 
the Cardinals into third 
place in the Heart O Lakes 
Conference and towards the 
top of  Section 8AA for play-
off  seeding. Staples-Motley 
then lost 67-55 to conference 
leader Pelican Rapids on 
Jan. 29, and lost to Pequot 
Lakes the next day, 65-52.

The Cardinals had lost 
to Perham by one point in 
their first meeting this year, 
so they played with confi-
dence this time. Larson got 
inside baskets to get the 
team off  to a good start. 
They battled throughout 
the first half, but Perham 
hit a lot of  three pointers 
to take the lead by halftime. 
In the second half, Brandt 
took over offensively, with 
Perham unable to stop him 
from driving to the basket 
for lay-ins or free throws. 
He made 11 of  13 free throws 
in the game. Late in the 
game, Josiah Burton tipped 
in a missed shot to tie the 
score and Carter Sarbaum 
made a three pointer to give 
the Cardinals a lead. After 
Brandt hit a free throw 
and drove in for a score, 
Eli Rutten made a steal on 
defense and Brandt pulled 
up for a deep three pointer 
that gave the team a 56-49 
lead with three minutes to 
go.  Brandt and Rutten both 
made free throws to seal the 
win.

Against Pelican Rapids 
and Pequot Lakes, the Car-
dinals were competitive 
against two of  the top teams 
in the area, but eventually 
ran out of  firepower and 
lost both games by double 
digits.

With the win against 
Perham, the Cardinals 
briefly bumped up to the 
position of  the top seed in 
Section 8AA, where the 
team was placed this year 
after being in Section 7AA 
the previous two years. 
Technically, Staples-Mot-
ley was rated lower than 
Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton, 
but they have a win against 
them this year, so they 
would become the top seed. 
With the two losses, they 
dropped to the third seed 
in the section. With nine 
games remaining in the 
regular season, three teams 
are in the range for the 
top seed, with three more 
teams who have won games 
against good teams. It will 
make for a very interesting 

final part of  the season and 
section tournament.

S t a p l e s - M o t l e y  h a s 
a rematch with DGF on 
Feb. 13 and plenty of  more 
games to be played, includ-
ing conference rematches 
with Breckenridge and Peli-
can Rapids, plus a big game 
at Pillager on Monday, Feb. 
9.

Team results
S t a p l e s - M o t l e y  6 5 , 

Perham 55
Scoring: Avandre Brandt 29, 

Eli Rutten 16, Carter Sarbaum 

7, Noah Larson 7 Josiah Burton 
6

Rebound leaders: Larson 9, 
Burton 7, Brandt 6, Rutten 3, 
Sarbaum 3

Assist leaders: Rutten 5, 
Conner Kuhns 3, Brandt 3

Steals leaders: Burton 2, 
Rutten 2, Brandt 2

Staples-Motley 55, Peli-
can Rapids 67

Scoring: Brandt 15, Rutten 
15, Burton 8, Kuhns 7, Larson 5, 
Sarbaum 5

Rebound leaders: Larson 8, 
Burton 6, Brandt 6, Rutten 4

Steals leaders: Rutten 2

Brandt reaches 1,000 
points and Larson 500 
rebounds in big win The Staples-Motley boys 

wrestling team won a battle 
of  defending state champi-
ons on Jan. 29, with a 38-26 
win at Watertown-Mayer/
Mayer Lutheran, last year’s 
Class AA state champion 
team.

On Jan. 30, the Cardinals 
won the Heart O Lakes Con-
ference tournament, with 
six individual champions 
out of  the 13 weights.

Since winning their state 
title last year, WM/ML lost a 
few of  their stars to gradua-
tion, but still have plenty of  
firepower, including three 
wrestlers ranked number 
one in Class AA. Meanwhile, 
Staples-Motley has replaced 
the seniors they graduated 
with quality wrestlers at 
every weight, although they 
had several starters out for 
this match as they are still 
working to get healthy by 
the end of  the season.

For the second week in a 
row, Caden Kramer faced a 
defending state champion 
and nationally ranked wres-
tler. He got the first take-
down of  the match, but gave 
up the next two to go down 
12-5.

S t a p l e s - M o t l e y  f e l l 
behind 26-15 before winning 

the last four weights with 
three falls and one technical 
fall to pull out the win. 

A t  t h e  H O L  C o n f e r-
ence meet, Staples-Motley 
entered multiple wrestlers 
at several weights, but only 
one per weight counts in the 
team scores

Garrett Bjerga, Caden 
Kramer, Gage Bjerga, Elijah 
Greenwaldt, Colbe Tappe 
and Adrian Gomez were 
conference champions, with 
Cooper Tappe, Riley Reese 
and Reece Headley placing 
third. A few of  new faces 
on varsity, Jayden Rogers, 
Liam Jennissen and Philip 
Rapp, all earned confer-
ence medals, as did Andrew 
Dobson and Jude Thomp-
son.

Team results
Staples -Mot ley  38 , 

Watertown-Mayer/Mayer 
Lutheran 26

107 Garrett Bjerga W 
16-0 tf, 114 Jude Thompson 
L fall, 121 Caden Kramer 
L 12-5, 127 Camrik Tappe L 
fall, 133 Cayden Neisen L 
8-5, 139 Gage Bjerga W fall, 
145 Elijah Greenwaldt W 
14-4, 152 Beau Carlson L 17-2 
tf, 160 Cooper Tappe L 5-2, 
172 Riley Reese W fall, 189 

Luke Bjerga W fall, 215 Zach 
Tabatt W 16-0 tf, 285 Adrian 
Gomez W fall

Heart O Lakes Confer-
ence tournament

S t a p l e s - M o t l e y  2 3 3 , 
Perham 213, Dilworth-Glyn-
don-Felton 145, Frazee 137, 
Pelican Rapids 87, Barnes-
ville 86, Park Rapids 33

107 Gt. Bjerga 2-0, 1st 
place; Jayden Rogers 2-1, 
2nd place

114 Andrew Dobson 2-2, 
4th place; Thompson 2-2, 5th 
place

121 Kramer 2-0, 1st place
127 Liam Jennissen 0-2, 

5th place
133 Jackson Odden 1-2, 

4th place
139 Gg. Bjerga 3-0, 1st 

place
145 Greenwaldt 3-0, 1st 

place
152 Cooper Tappe 3-1, 3rd 

place
160 Colbe Tappe 2-0, 1st 

place
172 Reese 3-1, 3rd place; 

Seth Cossentine 1-2, 5th 
place

189 Reece Headley 3-1, 3rd 
place

215 Tabatt 1-2, 4th place
285 Gomez 2-0, 1st place; 

Philip Rapp 1-2, 4th place

Staples-Motley wins 
battle of champions

Anika Tureson scored 
three pins to win her weight 
bracket at the Osakis Girls 
Wrestling Invitational on 
Jan. 30. Other Cardinals 
bringing home hardware 
were Isabelle Dobson, who 
placed fifth, and Leah Gre-
enwaldt in third place. 
Maddie Kist and Jocelyn 
Vogt both had two wins in 
the tournament to advance 
to the top eight.

As a team, Staples-Motley 
placed 8th out of  21 teams.

In the championship 
match against a wrestler 
from Hopkins, Tureson 
scored a takedown and had 
a two point near fall in the 
first period, then earned 
a reversal in the second 
period and turned it into a 
pin to win the title.

Greenwaldt had a 17-0 
technical fall win in her 
third place match and 
Dobson scored a first period 
pin in her fifth place match.

Team results
Third annual Osakis Girls 

Invitational
106 Isabelle Dobson 3-1, 5th 

place; Yarethzy Lopez Mon-
tanez 1-2

112 Leah Greenwaldt 3-1, 3rd 
place

118 Lilly Czechowicz 0-2
124 Maddie Kist 2-2
130 Jocelyn Vogt 2-2
136 Kalee Winter 0-2
170 Anika Tureson 3-0, 1st 

place
190 Aubrie Houchin 0-2

Tureson wins at Osakis

The Staples-Motley girls basket-
ball team had a halftime lead, but 
lost 44-29 against Osakis on Jan. 29. 
The Cardinals also lost to confer-
ence leader Frazee 67-23 on Jan. 27.

Against Osakis, late in the first 
half, Chloe Larson got fouled going 
in for a layup, made the basket and 
made the free throw to put the Car-
dinals ahead 18-15 at halftime. In 
the second half, they ran into a cold 
spell early and Osakis picked up the 
pace offensively. When Staples-Mot-
ley cut the score to single digits late 
in the game, they had another cold 
spell to fall back again.

Team results
Staples-Motley 29, Osakis 44
Scoring: Chloe Larson 12, Sophia 

Luna 6, Clara Maros 5, Pam Law-
rence 4, Hannah Cole 2

Cardinals play close game

Chloe LarsonEli Rutten
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_______   _______   _______   _______   _______
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Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $9.85 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 25¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $25.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 25¢ = _______
 Add $5 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED _______
 indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized

 Add $10 for Blind Box _______
 TOTAL enclosed 
_______ 
“Card of Thanks” and “In Memoriam” are 20¢ per word with no mini-
mum. Number of words ____ x 20¢ = _______ 
 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors brought 

to our attention after the second publication. 
We are not responsible for errors due to 

illegible copy or missing punctuation. 

Name ____________________ Phone _________________

Address  ________________________________________

City ___________________ State ____  Zip ____________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

                                     Week of February 1, 2026             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

        
MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY

HELP WANTED MISCELLANEOUS

EMPLOYMENT

MDA HIRING FOREST PEST
 (SPONGY MOTH) SURVEYORS 

The Minnesota Department of Ag-
riculture is hiring temp. intermittent 
Surveyors (Ag Technicians) for 
the 2026 Spongy Moth Trapping 
Survey season. $20.51/hr. + mileage 
reimbursement. View job post (Job 
I.D. 91599) & apply online through 
March 2nd: https://mn.gov/mmb/careers. 
MDA is an equal opportunity employer 
& provider. Questions: 651/201-6692
or natasha.northrop@state.mn.us

STAFF ENGINEER – SPEARFISH, SD
Responsible for CAD activities, 
engineering support (offi  ce/ eld), 
administering the city’s  oodplain 
ordinance. Starting range. PE $96,512.00, 
FE $87,422.40 www.cityofspear sh.com

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER 
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data 
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

 WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

Classi� ed Advertising 
That is EASY

Your newspaper 
representative can 
provide complete 

details or you can call 
MNA: 612/332-8844

The Minnesota Classi  ed 
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your 
advertising dollar with 

classi  ed advertising that 
reaches over 1MILLION 

READERSAdvertise here statewide 
in 200+ newspapers for 

only $279 per week! 
Call 612-332-8844

CONSTRUCTION
P RO F E S S I O NA L

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Staples World 5bThursday, October 22, 2009Classifieds

• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 
DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTO

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/internet. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.

cl
25

tfc

PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
9-

12
c

cl
32

tfc

Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
39

tfc

Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts

SW
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

RESIDENTIAL AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIAL 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

CELL 218-838-0581

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

classif. weekly folder on public: 2024 SD changed wk#41   6X10.25”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE 

Ultimate Septic Service LLC 
David Odden - Owner/Operator 

Services:
•Septic Pumping •Jetting 

•Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic 

pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

218-296-5006
Mandi Polito
Accountant

mandipolito1384@gmail.com
138 4th St., Staples, MN 56479
PO Box 95, Staples, MN 56479

Mandi’s Accounting Services
Tax Prep • Bookkeeping • Payroll

•Financial Planning

Notices
WANTED

services & 
employmeNt

205
Help Wanted

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

PAUL DRAKE TREE 
SERVICE, Staples, Since 
1978: Snow Removal, Fire-
wood Sales. 218-894-2871.  
 50tfc

For sale
Parcel for Sale
FOR SALE BY OWNER: 

Luann McGrane for $85,225. 
Tenants in common with 
3 other siblings. 1/4 parcel 
01-0035600. Contact daugh-
ter, Christine, POA, 218-639-
3173.       51tfp 

WaNted to 
Buy
501

Miscellaneous
JUNK CARS & TRUCKS. 

218-639-5509.  7-8c

Staples World4b Thursday, October 22, 2009

Please mail completed form and payment to:
Staples World, Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______ 

Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $7.25 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $16.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______
 Add $3 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED _______
 indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized

 Add $10 for Blind Box _______
 TOTAL enclosed _______ 

“Card of Thanks” and “In Memoriam” are 20¢ per word with 
no minimum. Number of words ____ x 20¢ = _______ 
 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors 

brought to our attention after the second 
publication. We are not responsible for errors due 

to illegible copy or missing punctuation. 

Name ____________________ Phone ______________

Address  ______________________________________

City ___________________ State ____  Zip _________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

Classifications

Place your Classified Ad 
for only $725/wk.

Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat Sunday in the

taples orldS W

S
u
n
d
a
y

Both publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DEADLINE:  5 p.m. Monday

The publishers liability for errors in an advertisement or for failure to 
publish the ad shall be limited to publishing the ad in a subsequent issue 
or for the refund of any monies paid for an ad not run (and out of date for 
subsequent issues) providing the advertiser reports the error or omission 
immediately after it occurs.

All advertising copy is subject to the approval of the general manager. 
We will not accept ads from anyone with a past due account.

Regarding sex or age preference in help wanted advertising in accor-
dance with the rules adopted by the Civil Rights Commission, the Staples 
World, Sunday Square Shooter and Heartland Market cannot accept help 
wanted advertising copy which in any way expresses a sex or age prefer-
ence on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement unless the 
advertiser files an affidavit with the newspaper justifying the sex or age 
preference on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement.

All real estate and rental advertising in these publications is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which made it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin or any intention to make any such preference limi-
tation or discrimination.” These publications will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate or rental which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

The Fine Print

lassifiedsC
NOTICES

101

Card of Thanks
We wish to thank all 

who made our 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary so mem-
orable. Special thanks 
to Father Scott for his 
prayers and blessing. To 
all of  our children, grand-
children,  g reat -g rand-
children and our friends 
for their cards and phone 
calls. God bless all of  you.
 Ken and Kathy 
 Richardson
 41p

103
Lost and Found

FOUND: after Firearm 
Safety Field Day, Oct. 10, 
black/grey fur bomber hat 
and camo shooting gloves, 
green wool gloves, black 
gloves/grey trim, pair of  
prescription glasses/dark 
frame. To pick up call Ham-
bergs Auto Repair at 218-
894-2255. All items will be 
donated after Oct. 31. 41x

106
Personals

WANTED: Female com-
panion, active, sense of  hu-
mor, likes sports, movies, 
dining out. Write and in-
clude phone #, P.O. Box 72, 
Staples, MN 56479. If  you 
have responded–Send 
again, as the Post Offi ce 
forgot to put a name on 
box No. 72.  34-43p

49 yr.  old Brainerd 
man, looking for 35-50 yr. 
old woman. 218-838-4110.
 41-43p

SERVICES & 
EMPLOYMENT

202
Childcare 
Providers

KIDS KOUNTRY KAS-
TLE now has infant, tod-
dler and pre-school open-
ings. A lot of  pre-school 
activities scheduled indoor 
and outside, 27 years of  ex-
perience, training includ-
ing CPR and First Aid. On 
PCI food program and have 
a daily assistant. This is a 
loving, nurturing environ-
ment located in the safety 
and security of  the coun-
try. Call Deb at 218-894-2103.
 40-43p

N E W  DAY  C A R E 
NOW OPEN - BUSY BEE 
CHILD CARE: Calm, fun, 
loving home close to 3M in 
Staples. Nutritious meals 
(including homemade baby 
food), have structured and 
free play that focuses on 
their development. All ages 
welcome. Call Susannah @ 
218-296-1752. 41-44p

205
Help Wanted

MYSTERY SHOPPERS 
Earn up to $100/day. Under-
cover shoppers needed, to 
judge retail and dining es-
tablishments. Experience 
not required. 888-727-0603.
 40-43p

WANTED:  Good par-
ents who want to become 
even better parents. Join 
us at our free Circle of  Par-
ents group each Monday 
evening, from 6:30-8 p.m. 
in the Staples Elementary 
School Library. Free child-
care. For more information, 
call Bob at 218-640-7035. 41p

The Wadena County 
Highway Department is 
taking applications to cre-
ate an eligibility list for 
possible future hiring of  
individuals to fill Main-
tenance Worker III posi-
tions in the Maintenance 
Division. This is a FT per-
manent position within 
the department. The pri-
mary role of  this position 
is to safely perform gener-
al road and bridge mainte-
nance activities in variable 
work environments. Gen-
eral maintenance activi-
ties shall include but not 
be limited to truck driv-
ing for snow removal and 
ice control, crack sealing, 
crack and pothole filling, 
roadside vegetation con-
trol, gravel shouldering, 
road re-graveling, culvert 
installation, sign main-
tenance light and heavy 
equipment operation, as-
sisting in routine servic-
ing and maintenance of  
equipment and trucks, 
and working with hand 
and shop tools. Qualifi ca-
tions: The requirements 
for this position are: High 
school diploma - CDL driv-
er license. Compensation: 
this position is a Grade 51 
with a pay range of  $13.24 - 
$19.04 per hour. The actual 
pay will be dependant on 
the individual’s skills and 
experience. Applications 
can be obtained and re-
turned to the County Af-
firmative Action Officer 
located in the Auditor’s Of-
fi ce of  the Wadena County 
Courthouse, 415 S. Jeffer-
son Street, Wadena, MN 
56482. hone: 218-631-7650. 
Applications must be re-
ceived by 4 p.m. on Fri-
day, October 30, 2009. 
 39-42c

207
Equipment for 

Rent

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

 Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day 
service, Miller True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
 38tfc

ACE IN THE HOLE 
S T U M P  G R I N D I N G. 
Clean up available. Call 
mark Kobliska for free esti-
mates. 218-820-3809, fully 
insured and satisfaction 
guaranteed.  37-42p                                    

HANDYMAN WORK: 
Snowplowing, landscaping, 
skidloader work, stump 
and brush removal and 
carpentry work.218-296-
2213, Matt. 39-44p

 FOR SALE
301

Good Things to 
Eat

PUMPKINS $2/each. 
218-894-3207. 40-42p

303
Hay, Feed, Seed

O C T O B E R  S P E -
C I A L S  a t  B J E RG A 
FEED STORES in Brain-
erd, Motley, Pine River 
and Little Falls. 10% dis-
count on all Silver Star, 
gates, panels and bale 
feeders during October.
 39-41c

50 sq bales (2nd cutting) 
alfalfa, $4. 100 bales mixed 
alfalfa/oats for horses $3. 
ALSO: Lorentz mixer mill 
$1,000. 218-894-1298. 39-42p

5x5 round bales grass/
alfalfa, $40/bale ALSO: 
small sq bales grass/hay 
and straw. 218-575-2899. 
 39-41p

Wheat and Rye straw in 
big round bales. 218-270-
0289. 40-42p

Oats straw, small bales, 
stored inside. $2.40/bale. 
Gerald Lenk, 218-894-1682. 
 40-42p

Briggs Hard Red Spring 
Wheat, approx.  180-200 bu.; 
ALSO:  2-machinist tables. 
Feeder pigs. Eggs, $1.50/
doz. 218-894-1145. 40-42p

304
Livestock

DD RANCH - Leader 
AQHA Palomino stallion, 
book now for 2010 and save 
$! Boarding, training, les-
sons (trail/arena). Horses/
saddles for sale/trade? 218-
839-0856. 38-40p

Six cows, 2 heifers, open 
red/black Angus cross. 
Healthy, hefty all natural, 
calm. 218-397-2525. 39-41p

306
Sporting Goods

300 Windchester Magum 
Model 70/scope, like new, 
$650. 218-352-6618. 41p

307
Household

Scratch and dent ap-
pliances. Energy star ap-
pliances. ComfortZone 
infared heaters. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall. 320-749-2736.       41-43p

309
Miscellaneous
TREE-RIPENED AP-

PLES - SPRAY FREE 5 va-
rieties including Honey 
Crisp, pies, jellies and cara-
mel apples. Carmel Apple 
Orchard, 26144 State 210, 
2.7 mi. west of  Staples. 12-6 
p.m. daily. 38-41p

Simplicity walk behind 
snowthrowers. No pay-
ments until Feb. 15, 2011 
to qualified buyers. Used 
snowthrowers. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall, 320-749-2736. 41-43p

VEHICLES
401

Automobiles
1996 Merc. Sable, 240,000 

mi., runs great despite a 
few nicks. First $500 takes. 
218-575-2845. 40-42x

2002, Chevy Venture, 
runs good,  new tires, 
$4,000/BO. 218-894-0143. 
 41-43p

402
Trucks/Vans

1995 S-Blazer, 4x4, 4dr, 
$1,495; 1988 F150, 2wd, $895; 
1985 Ranger, 4x4, $695. 218-
894-3487, dealer. 41p

Solid Waste Lead Supervisor Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Lead Supervisor position.
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, ability 
to work well with others in a supervisory capacity as well as be able 
to meet the public in a friendly and professional manner, must have a 
valid Commercial Driver’s License, must have a minimum of two years 
of computer experience involving Microsoft Word and Microsoft Excel, 
must have the ability to quickly comprehend new computer software as 
needed. Must be able to handle accounts payable and accounts receivable 
for Transfer Station/Demolition Landll, must do the billing for the 
MSW Haulers/PRRF, must handle all bookkeeping for Transfer Station/
Demolition Landll, must handle all special assessments for Solid Waste, 
must handle all spreadsheet maintenance. Must have the ability to obtain 
Household Hazardous Waste certication within 6 months, must have 
the ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from the MN Pollution 
Control Agency, must be physically able to lift a minimum of 50 pounds, 
and have the physical capability to withstand manual labor tasks for 
extended periods of time. 
 Position status: non-union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours 
per week, Grade 51, Step 1, $13.24 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482.  Telephone number: (218) 631-7650.
Resumes will be considered only if accompanied 

by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Monuments
contact

Diane M. Hahn
Verndale, MN
218-445-5685 

cell 218-640-2341

Black granite on SALE!
Fergus Falls

Monument Company

cl32tfc
Avoid

Event Conflicts
Check the Events 
Calendar online at 

www.staplesworld.com
 Submit events to
 dtimbs@staplesworld.com

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS
Central Todd County Care Center,

in Clarissa, MN
has openings for Day, Evening & Night CNA 

Applicants must be 16 years of age or older and 
have CNA certication or be participating in CNA training.

CTCCC offers a wide variety of benets and 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

 May apply in the business ofce or pick up an 
application after ofce hours at the nurses’ station.
If you are interested in becoming part of our team, 

please call (218) 756-3636.
cl40-41c

Solid Waste Attendant Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Attendant. 
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, 2 
consecutive years experience as a heavy equipment operator within the 
last 4 years, Class A CDL, computer experience involving Microsoft 
Word and Microsoft Excel, ability to comprehend new computer 
software as needed, ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from 
the MN Pollution Control Agency, physically able to lift a minimum of 
50 pounds, ability to work well with the public and others. 
 Preferred qualications: knowledgeable in repair of small engines, 
some carpentry experience, some welding experience, good working 
knowledge of pumps and pump maintenance is also preferred. 
 Position status: Union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours per 
week; Grade 49, Step 1, $10.98 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482. Telephone number: (218) 631-7650. 
Resumes will be considered only if 

accompanied by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Long-Term Substitute 
K-6 Elementary Instructor
The Verndale Public School has an opening for a 

Long Term Substitute K-6 Elementary Instructor. This position 
requires a current MN Department of Ed. teaching license. 

Applications are available on the Verndale School website 
http.//www.verndale.k12.mn.us/ or in the District office.

Interested individuals are to submit a letter of application, resumé, 
copy of MN teaching license and college credentials to:

Superintendent Paul Brownlow
Verndale Public School, 411 SW Brown Street, 
Verndale, MN 56481. Phone: 218-445-5184.

POSITION WILL BE OPEN UNTIL FILLED. 
Application deadline is Friday, October 30, 2009
“Verndale Public School is an Equal Opportunity Employer”

cl40-41c

Y O U R  H O M E  F O R  H E A L T H C A R E

Lakewood Health System 
is seeking candidates for the following positions: 

TENANT CARE COORDINATOR- RN
Assisted Living- Lakewood Pines/ Manor
FT; 64 hours/ pay period
Primarily day shifts; weekends involved
Current MN RN Licensure required
Candidates with previous experience preferred
Deadline:  October 27, 2009

RESPIRATORY THERAPIST
FT; 80 hours/ pay period
Variable hours and shifts; Possible weekends
CRT OR RRT credentials required
BLS/ ACLS required
Deadline:  November 2, 2009

As a growing health care system, we offer our employees 
a positive work environment, competitive pay and benefits. 

Please visit our web site at:
 www.lakewoodhealthsystem.com for details and to apply on-line.

AA/EOE

cl
42

c

THINKING ABOUT BUYING A 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
The Staples World and the 
Federal Trade Commisssion, the 
nation’s consumer protection 
agency, say investigate before 
you invest. Visit ftc.gov/bizopps 
to learn how to tell a real deal 
from a raw deal.

Miller True Value

Open 7 Days
Staples, MN   218-894-3263

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

FOR RENT

For all your paint and
wall covering needs.

Open
M-F, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m. - Noon    

CALL FOR FREE 
ESTIMATES

218-894-1551
Hwy. 10 West
Staples, MN

See US for ALL your 
carpeting needs.

JAPKE
DECORATING
Painting and Paper Hanging

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL 
218-296-5031

Under new ownership

We are accepting 
applications for 2 and 3 
bedroom townhomes in 
Staples, a community 

you can get attached to. 
Rent based on income. 

Now professionally 
managed by

Income guidelines apply.

real estate

    STAPLES ASSEM-
BLY OF GOD YOUTH:  
NOW accepting dona-
tions for upcoming mis-
sions garage sale. Call 
Kathy at 218-296-1647 for 
drop off  or pick up.                 
                                    8-17c

GaraGe 
SaleS

701

GaraGe SaleS
701

STAPLES VETS PARK
Seeking a new board 
member to assist with 

managing “FACEBOOK” 
and “GO FUND ME.”

Call Kevin, 
218-820-2081.

c
l7

-8
c

JOB OPENING

MAGIC FOREST 
CHILDCARE CENTER, 

STAPLES
Position: 

Infant Lead Teacher
We’re looking for someone 
who is nurturing, reliable 

and loves working 
with children

      Hours: 30 plus 
 Days: Monday - Friday 

Qualifications: Must be at 
least 18 years old   

Minimum: 12 College 
credits.

To apply stop by: 
1411 8th St. NE Staples; 

call 218-895-5330, 
ask for Stacy or Nicky; 

or email résumé to 
narky8645@gmail.com
Accepting applications 
until February 9, 2026

cl6-7c

Looking for a
good deal?

Check out the 
Staples
World

Classifieds
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City of Motley
SUMMARY BUDGET STATEMENT

The purpose of this report is to provide 2026 summary budget information concerning the 
City of Motley to interested citizens. The budget is published in accordance with MN 

Statute 471.6965. The budget is a summary document only. The complete budget may 
be examined at the City Office. The City Council approved the 2026 budget on 

December 8th, 2025.

BUDGETED GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

2025 2026
ACTUAL BUDGETED

Revenues:
Property Taxes………………………………………….. $429,064 $428,450
Special Assessments………………………………….. $405,933 $337,687
Licenses & Permits…………………………………….. $10,337 $6,330
State General Purpose Aid……………………………. $232,511 $235,000
State Categorical Aid…………………………………… $63,636 $37,000
Charges for Services……………………………………. $90,147 $85,570
Fines & Forfeits…………………………………………. $5,051 $5,250
Interest on Investments………………………………… $20,851 $17,000
Miscellaneous Revenues………………………………. $13,313 $47,994
Transfers from other funds………………………………$207,495 $246,643

Total Revenues $1,478,338 $1,446,924

Expenditures:
General Government…………………………………… $262,623 $281,965
Public Safety…………………………………………… $269,812 $283,023
Streets & Highways……………………………………. $261,179 $275,446
Sanitation……………………………………………….. $0 $0
Culture & Recreation…………………………………… $11,423 $16,335
Economic Development……………………………….. $410 $410
Debt Service-Principal…………………………………. $518,000 $526,000
Interest & Fiscal Charges…………………………….. $42,237 $33,535
Capital Outlay………………………………………….. $34,500 $32,500

Total Expenditures $1,400,184 $1,449,214

1

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.

NOTICE IS  HEREBY 
GIVEN: That default has 
occurred in the conditions of  
the following described mort-
gage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
July 31, 2015

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$92,857.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Joel 
Ambriz Carrillo, a single 
person

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for 
Wintrust Mortgage, a divi-
sion of  Barrington Bank and 
Trust Co., N.A.

DATE AND PLACE OF 
FILING: Recorded on August 
3, 2015 as Document Number 
495310 in the Office of  the 
County Recorder of  Todd 
County, Minnesota.

A S S I G N M E N T S  O F 
MORTGAGE: Assigned to: 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. by 
assignment recorded on Sep-
tember 10, 2019 as Document 
Number A515937 in the Office 
of  the County Recorder of  
Todd County, Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY: The East 
One Hundred Sixty-Five 
(165) feet of  the South Seven-
ty-six (76) feet of  the North 
Eighty (80) feet of  Lot Three 
(3), Block One (1), Budgett`s 
First Addition to the Vil-
lage of  Long Prairie, Todd 
County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 215 6TH ST SE, 
LONG PRAIRIE, MN 56347 
COUNTY IN WHICH PROP-
ERTY IS LOCATED: Todd 

County, Minnesota.
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED 

TO BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF 
THE NOTICE: $76,613.22

TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Wintrust 
Mortgage, a division of  Bar-
rington Bank and Trust Co., 
N.A.

R E S I D E N T I A L  S E R -
VICER: Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A.

TA X  PA RC E L  I D E N -
TIFICATION NUMBER: 
36-0077000

TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER: 1000312- 
0001250034-1

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted 
at law to recover the debt 
then remaining secured by 
such mortgage, or any part 
thereof, or, if  the action or 
proceeding has been insti-
tuted,

   
that the same has been 

discontinued, or that an 
execution upon the judg-
ment rendered therein has 
been returned unsatisfied, in 
whole or in part.

P U R S UA N T,  t o  t h e 
power of  sale contained in 
said mortgage, the above 
described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff  of  said 
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF 
SALE: April 02, 2026 at 10:00 
AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd 
County Sherif f’s Of fice, 
County Detention Center, 
115 Third Street South, Long 
Prairie, MN 56347.

to pay the debt then 
secured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if  any actually 
paid by the mortgagee, on 
the premises and the costs 
and disbursements allowed 
by law. The time allowed by 
law for redemption by said 

mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns is 
six (6) months from the date 
of  sale.

TIME AND DATE TO 
VACATE PROPERTY: Unless 
said mortgage is reinstated 
or the property redeemed, or 
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the 
premises by 11:59 p.m. on 
October 2, 2026.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S 
OR ASSIGNS,  MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNE-
SOTA STATUTES, SECTION 
582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT 
PROPERTY USED IN AGRI-
CULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

M O R T G A G O R ( S ) 
RELEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE: None

     Dated: January 27, 2026

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.
By:  /s/   
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, 
Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Alexa Marsh, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(25-0371-FC02)

THIS IS A COMMUNI-
CATION FROM A DEBT 
COLLECTOR.
  7-12pnc

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.

NOTICE IS  HEREBY 
GIVEN: That default has 
occurred in the conditions of  
the following described mort-
gage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
July 1, 2003

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$57,524.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Shawn 
Habiger, a single person

MORTGAGEE: Washing-
ton Mutual Bank, FA

DATE AND PLACE OF 
FILING: Recorded on July 2, 
2003 as Document Number 
418965 in the Office of  the 
County Recorder of  Todd 
County, Minnesota.

A S S I G N M E N T S  O F 
MORTGAGE: Assigned to: 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. by 
assignment recorded on 
December 26, 2006 as Doc-
ument Number 446443 in 
the Office of  the County 
Recorder of  Todd County, 
Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY: Beginning at 
the Northwest Corner of  the 
Southwest Quarter of  Sec-
tion 11, Township 133 North, 
Range 34 West; thence South-
erly 1070 feet to the point or 
beginning of  the land to be 
described; thence Easterly 
660 feet; thence Southerly 660 
feet; thence Westerly 660 feet; 
thence Northerly 660 feet to 
the point beginning, Todd 
County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 49206 COUNTY 
11, ALDRICH, MN 56434 

COUNTY IN WHICH PROP-
ERTY IS LOCATED: Todd 
County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED 
TO BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF 
THE NOTICE: $24,581.26

TRANSACTION AGENT: 
None

NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Washing-
ton Mutual Bank, FA RESI-
DENTIAL SERVICER: Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A.

TA X  PA RC E L  I D E N -
TIFICATION NUMBER: 
01-0011000

TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER: None

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted 
at law to recover the debt 
then remaining secured by 
such mortgage, or any part 
thereof, or, if  the action or 
proceeding has been insti-
tuted, that the same has 
been discontinued, or that 
an execution upon the judg-
ment rendered therein has 
been returned unsatisfied, in 
whole or in part.

P U R S UA N T,  t o  t h e 
power of  sale contained in 
said mortgage, the above 
described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff  of  said 
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF 
SALE: April 02, 2026 at 10:00 
AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd 
County Sherif f’s Of fice, 
County Detention Center, 
115 Third Street South, Long 
Prairie, MN 56347.

to pay the debt then 
secured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if  any actually 
paid by the mortgagee, on 
the premises and the costs 
and disbursements allowed 
by law. The time allowed by 
law for redemption by said 
mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns is 
twelve (12) months from the 

date of  sale.
TIME AND DATE TO 

VACATE PROPERTY: Unless 
said mortgage is reinstated 
or the property redeemed, or 
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the 
premises by 11:59 p.m. on 
April 2, 2007

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S 
OR ASSIGNS,  MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNE-
SOTA STATUTES, SECTION 
582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT 
PROPERTY USED IN AGRI-
CULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

M O R T G A G O R ( S ) 
RELEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE: Shawn Hab-
iger

     Dated: January 27, 2026

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.
By:  /s/   
*N. Kibongni 
Fondungallah, Esq.*
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
Alexa Marsh, Esq.
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(26-0023-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNI-
CATION FROM A DEBT 
COLLECTOR.
  7-12pnc

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.

NOTICE IS  HEREBY 
GIVEN:  That default has 
occurred in the conditions 
of  the following described 
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
April 29, 2025

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$116,400.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Sondra 
Mevissen, as an individual

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for 
Zillow Home Loans, LLC

DATE AND PLACE OF 
FILING: Recorded on April 
30, 2025 as Document Number 
A545637 in the Office of  the 
County Recorder of  Todd 
County, Minnesota.

A S S I G N M E N T S  O F 
MORTGAGE: Assigned to: 
PennyMac Loan Services, 
LLC by assignment recorded 
on October 17, 2025 as Doc-
ument Number A548370 
in the Office of  the County 
Recorder of  Todd County, 
Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY: Lots 10, 11 
and 12, Block 9, Townsite of  
Hewitt, according to the plat 
thereof  on file and of  record 
in the office of  the County 
Recorder in and for Todd 
County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 408 N MAIN ST, 
HEWITT, MN 56453

C O U N T Y  I N  W H I C H 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED: 
Todd County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED 

TO BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF 
THE NOTICE: $123,012.38

TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Zillow Home 
Loans, LLC

R E S I D E N T I A L  S E R -
VICER: PennyMac Loan Ser-
vices, LLC

TA X  PA RC E L  I D E N -
TIFICATION NUMBER: 
35-0016100

T R A N S A C T I O N 
A G E N T ’ S  M O R T -
G A G E  I D E N T I F I -
C A T I O N  N U M B E R : 
100278200006378243

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted 
at law to recover the debt 
then remaining secured by 
such mortgage, or any part 
thereof, or, if  the action or 
proceeding has been insti-
tuted, that the same has 
been discontinued, or that 
an execution upon the judg-
ment rendered therein has 
been returned unsatisfied, in 
whole or in part.

P U R S UA N T,  t o  t h e 
power of  sale contained in 
said mortgage, the above 
described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff  of  said 
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF 
SALE: March 19, 2026 at 10:00 
AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd 
County Sherif f’s Office, 
County Detention Center, 
115 Third Street South, Long 
Prairie, MN 56347.

to pay the debt then 
secured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if  any actually 
paid by the mortgagee, on 
the premises and the costs 
and disbursements allowed 
by law.  The time allowed by 
law for redemption by said 
mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns is 
six (6) months from the date 

of  sale.  
TIME AND DATE TO 

VACATE PROPERTY: Unless 
said mortgage is reinstated 
or the property redeemed, or 
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the 
premises by 11:59 p.m. on 
September 21, 2026.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S 
OR ASSIGNS,  MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNE-
SOTA STATUTES, SECTION 
582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT 
PROPERTY USED IN AGRI-
CULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

M O R T G A G O R ( S ) 
RELEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: January 13, 2026

PENNYMAC LOAN 
SERVICES, LLC

Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.
By:  /s/   
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, 
Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Alexa Marsh, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(25-1247-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNI-
CATION FROM A DEBT 
COLLECTOR.
 5-10pnc

NOTICE
BARTLETT TOWNSHIP 

ELECTION 
ABSENTEE BALLOTS

Bartlett Township resi-
dents needing an Absen-
tee Ballot for the township 
election on March 10, 2026 
should contact the Clerk at 
218-640-3176 between Febru-
ary 6 and March 8, 2026.

Jan Jares, Clerk
Bartlett Township
                                         7pnc

NOTICE
LEADER COMMUNITY 

HALL MEETING

The Leader Community 
Hall Board will meet Thurs-
day, February 12, 2026 at the 
hall at 7:00 p.m.

Mark Strom, Secretary
 6-7pnc

NOTICE 
EVERGREEN HILL 

CEMETERY
ANNUAL MEETING

Evergreen Hill Ceme-
tery, Staples, will hold their 
annual meeting Tuesday, 
February 10, 2026 at 6:15 
p.m. at the Staples Commu-
nity Center. 

Election of  officers will 
be held.

Robert Reeck, Secretary
Evergreen Hill Cemetery
                                           7pnc

FAWN LAKE 
TOWNSHIP 

BOARD OF AUDIT

Fawn Lake Township 
will hold its annual Board 
of  Audit on Monday, Feb-
ruary 9, 2026 following the 
regular monthly meet. Any 
questions call the clerk at 

218-531-0287.

Kelly Miller, Clerk
Fawn Lake Township
                                         7pnc 

NOTICE
MEADOWBROOK 

TOWNSHIP
February 2026 

Town Board Meeting 
and Annual Audit

Due to the Minnesota 
State Caucus to be held on 
February 3, 2026, the Mead-
owbrook Township meeting 
will be rescheduled to Tues-
day, February 10, 2026 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Leader Commu-
nity Hall. The Annual Audit 
will also be held immedi-
ately following the Town 
Board Meeting.

Ty W. Peterson, Clerk
Meadowbrook Township
                                        7pnc

NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING 

TO CONSIDER 
REZONING 
PARCELS 

38-0101900 and 
38-4012800

N O T I C E  i s  h e r e by 
given that the Planning 
and Zoning Commission 
of  the City of  Staples will 
hold a public hearing at 
5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 17, 2026, at the Staples 
City Hall, 122 6th St NE, to 
consider rezoning parcels 
38-0101900 and 38-4012800 
from B-1 (Commercial) to 
R-3 (Multi-Family Residen-
tial). 

All persons interested 
are invited to attend this 
hearing and be heard on 
this matter. 

If  you are unable to 
attend, you can e-mail or 
mail comments to the City 
Clerk at tgreer@ci.staples.
mn.us.  For more informa-
tion call Tara at 218-541-
5004.

Tara Greer, Clerk, 
City of  Staples
                                        7pnc

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF TODD

SEVENTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

Court File 
No. 77-PR-26-90

Estate of
Carter Dale LaPoint,

Decedent

NOTICE AND ORDER 
OF HEARING ON PETI-
TION FOR FORMAL 
A D J U D I C AT I O N  O F 
INTESTACY, DETERMI-
NATION OF HEIRSHIP, 
APPOINTMENT OF PER-
SONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice 
is given that on March 9, 
2026, at 10:14 a.m., a hearing 
will be held in this Court at 
221 1st Ave. S, Long Prairie, 
Minnesota, for the adju-
dication of  intestacy and 
determination of  heirship 
of  the Decedent, and for the 
appointment Mark L. McCo-
llough, whose address is 
5665 240th St.,Forest Lake, 
Minnesota, 55025 as Per-
sonal Representative of  the 
Estate of  the Decedent in an 
UNSUPERVISED adminis-
tration. This hearing will 
be administrative in which 
no appearances are neces-
sary Any objections filed 
will result in a hearing 
to be set at a future date. 
Any objections to the peti-
tion must be filed with the 

Court prior to or raised at 
the hearing. If  proper and 
if  no objections are filed or 
raised, the Personal Repre-
sentative will be appointed 
with full power to adminis-
ter the Estate, including the 
power to collect all assets, to 
pay all legal debts, claims, 
taxes and expenses, to sell 
real and personal property, 
and to do all necessary acts 
for the Estate.

Notice is also given that 
(subject to Minnesota Stat-
utes Section 524.3-801) all 
creditors having claims 
against the Estate are 
required to present the 
claims to the Personal Rep-
resentative or to the Court 
Administrator within four 
months after the date of  this 
Notice or the claims will be 
barred.

Dated: 1/27/2026

BY THE COURT
Ellen Maas,

Judge of  District Court

Kim Peterson
Court Administrator

Attorney for Petitioner
William F. Huefner
Barna, Guzy & Steffen, LTD.
200 Coon Rapids Boulevard, 
Suite 400
Coon Rapids, 
Minnesota  55433
Attorney License No: 238855
Telephone: (763) 780-8500
FAX: (763) 780-8500
Email: whuefner@bgs.com
                                        7-8pnc
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On Jan. 24,  the Sta-
ples-Motley Speech team 
braved the sub-zero tem-
peratures to compete in 
the Pequot Lakes “Not So” 
Early Bird Tournament. 
The team won first place, 
with many individuals 
having excellent showings.

In the category of  Cre-
ative Expression, Walker 
Johnson and Maddock 
Harvey brought home first 
and second place respec-
tively. Bella Hines placed 
fifth in the category of  
Discussion, and Charlotte 
Aldrich placed sixth in the 

Discussion honor final. In 
Drama, Brynn Bestland 
won first place and Raina 
Mikhaeil placed third, with 
Lydia Tkalcich placing 
second and Lexa Graves 
placing fifth in the honor 
final. In Extemporaneous 
Reading, Walker Johnson 
placed first and Meredith 
Hoemberg received a red 
ribbon. In the category of  
Great Speeches, Tristan 
Rendon placed second and 
Raina Mikhaeil placed fifth. 
In Humor, Caleb Bestland 
placed fifth and Landon 
Zeigler placed sixth in the 

honor final. Brynn Bestland 
took second place in the 
Informative category. Sadye 
Anderson placed first in the 
Poetry honor final and Bella 
Hines received a red ribbon. 
In the category of  Prose, 
Tristan Rendon took first, 
Lexi Ann took second, and 
Jackson Alexander placed 
sixth, with Caleb Bestland 
placing third in the honor 
final. In Storytelling, Mad-
dock Harvey won first place 
and Jackson Bitzer placed 
fifth. 

Speech team wins Pequot 
Lakes tournament

With their trophy and prizes from the 
Pequot Lakes tournament,front row from 
left, team Captains Raina Mikhaeil, Brynn 
Bestland and Walker Johnson; row two, 
Landon Zeigler, Lydia Tkalcich, Angie Pa-
klonsky, Lexa Graves, Ava Davis and Kai 
Bestland; row three, Alex Tkalcich, Sadye 

Anderson, Charlotte Aldrich, Bella Hines, 
Hayden Anderson and Anna Hurtig; back 
row, Maddock Harvey, Caleb Bestland, 
Jackson Bitzer, Jackson Alexander, Mer-
edith Hoemberg, Tristan Rendon, Mol-
ly Hoemberg and Lexi Ann. (Submitted 
photo)

Speech tournament prizes

With temperatures dipping to minus 
30 degrees, the bench at the Legacy Ar-
boretum was not very comfortable for sit-

ting, but it does still provide a nice view of 
the pond. (Staples World photo by Mark 
Anderson)

View of the frozen pond

On the coldest day of the year, Jan. 16, no creatures were visible at the Legacy 
Arboretum in Staples, but their tracks could be seen traveling all over. (Staples World 
photo by Mark Anderson)

Nature goes on in the cold

Staples-Motley youth basketball players participate 
in shooting games at half time of the varsity girls game on 
Jan. 29. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Taking their shots


