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Splash pad engaged The new 
splash pad at Converse Park in Motley is nearing 
completion. Pictured above on July 30, from left, Ben 
Stevens, Breckan Kobliska, Motley’s Maintenance Asst.  
Bryan Stevens, and Motley Police Chief Al Yoder. The 
crew had helped put together the special features of 
the splash pad that day. (Photo by Dawn Timbs)
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This Week’s Forecast
 High   Low   Cond.
Aug. 5      80     59     M. Sunny                                                       
Aug. 6     85      61       Sunny                                                                             
Aug. 7      88     57       Sunny                                    
Aug. 8     84     60      Showers   
 Aug. 9     83     58    M. Sunny    
Aug. 10    83     61    M. Sunny                            
Aug. 11    83     60    P. Cloudy      
                                                

Average Temps: 
 H = 80 º Low = 58º

Compiled by 
Dale Hausmann, 

WCCO’s Staples area 
Weatherwatcher

Last Year, 2025
 High Low Cond.
Aug. 5     76º    62   M. Cloudy
Aug. 6     79       61      Rain                                     
Aug. 7     82      64   M. Sunny
Aug. 8      80     65    Showers      
Aug. 9      78     64      Sunny  
Aug. 10    70     61      Sunny
Aug. 11    78     58   M. Sunny

Inside this issue:
Little Red Caboose Variety Show

SEDA new housing survey
Scandia Valley Summerfest held

By Mark Anderson
Publisher

Todd County Treasurer 
and Auditor Denise Gaida 
has been charged with forg-
ery and misconduct by a 
public official. The charges 
stem from Gaida filing doc-
uments that transferred 
property owned by her 
deceased brother to herself  
and her mother.

G a i d a ’ s  f i r s t  c o u r t 
appearance is scheduled for 
Sept. 22. She is still holding 
her position at Todd County 
and is on the ballot for her 
same seat in the Nov. 3 elec-
tion.

In a complaint filed by 
the State of  Minnesota 
and Todd County, Gaida is 
charged with three counts: 
aggravated forgery for sign-
ing a document as another 
person, a second count of  
forgery for filing that docu-
ment, and a third count of  
misconduct of  a public offi-
cer for filing the document 
while knowing it is against 

the law. The first two counts 
are felony charges, the third 
is a gross misdemeanor.

According to the com-
plaint, Gaida’s brother 
passed away in September 
of  2024. Thirteen days after 
his death, Gaida filed a quit 
claim deed with the Todd 
County Recorder.

A  q u i t  c l a i m  d e e d 
changes the name of  the 
owner of  a property. It 
is often used as a way to 
transfer property, usually 
between family members. 

In Gaida’s case, the deed 
was dated six weeks before 
the death of  her brother. 
The deed transferred two 
parcels of  land owned by 
her brother to Gaida and 
her mother as joint tenants. 
One parcel was a residen-
tial property in Browerville 
and the other was 21 acres 
on the edge of  Browerville. 
Gaida notarized the deed 
in spite of  the fact that the 
deed benefited her.

Todd County Sheriff’s 
Office began investigating 

the document in February, 
2025. The investigator col-
lected other signatures of  
Gaida’s brother and sent 
them to a handwriting 
expert to compare with his 
signature on the deed in 
question. The experts said 
they noticed discrepancies 
in the signatures.

According to the com-
plaint, the investigator 
obtained a search warrant 
to look at Gaida’s Todd 
County computer. While her 
computer was being exam-
ined, Todd County Sheriff  
Michael Allen reported a 
phone call from Gaida in 
which she indicated she 
was made aware that she 
broke the law by notarizing 
the document. During that 
phone call, Gaida allegedly 
told Allen that her mother 
had obtained the quit claim 
deed from her brother’s 
security box. She claimed 
she did not know it was ille-
gal to sign the deed.

However, bank records 

Gaida charged with 
forgery, misconduct

The Aug. 22 celebration will still be downtown as more 
than 30 events will be held to make another edition of  Sta-
ples Railraod Days, despite construction concerns. 

Staples Railroad Days will be held the week of  Aug. 
17-23. Because of  major reconstruction on 4th Street NE, 
the event planners were not sure what would be available 
for this year’s celebration. At the July 28 Staples City 
Council meeting, Jordan Goodwater of  Discover Staples 
told the council about this year’s event and requested 
road closures for Saturday activities.

A major change is the route of  the Railroad Days 
Parade held Saturday morning. This year’s parade will 
start on 3rd Ave. NE at the corner of  2nd Street NE, where 
the parade lineup will gather. The route will go east on 3rd 
Ave., then north on 5th Street NE, ending at Michigan Ave.

The parade registration tent will be at the corner of  
Summit Ave. NE and 2nd Street NE, near the school base-
ball fields.

Another big change is the five kilometer walk/run race. 
Goodwater said it will utilize the Legacy Bike Trail and 
the new Legacy Ag Trail at Living Legacy Gardens.

The annual street dance will be Saturday evening, 
hosted by B&B’s Sports Bar and Grill, which will block 
2nd Ave. NE for the night of  the dance.

The rest of  the schedule will be similar to previous 
years, with fireworks on Friday, Aug. 21 at the Staples 
Airport, and downtown vendors and shows on Saturday, 
Aug. 22. The downtown locations of  some features will be 
changed, but the main area will be centered from the four 
way stop at 2nd Ave. NE and 4th Street NE.

Stay tuned in the coming weeks for more preview sto-
ries and a full schedule of  events.

Railroad Days 
has a plan

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

Josh Wood,  the new 
A c t iv i t i e s / C o m m u n i t y 
Eduction Director at Sta-
ples-Motley introduced 
himself  to the school board 
July 21, at their regular 
meeting.

Wood, who began his 
new job July 1, said he was 
still trying to find his foot-
ing and was grateful for all 
of  the help he’d received 
so far. The board extended 
a warm welcome to him at 
their meeting.

In a later conversation 
with The World on July 22, 
which happened to be his 
32nd birthday, Wood shared 
that he’s a St. Cloud native 
and 2012 graduate of  Apollo 
High School. 

He’s passionate about 
sports, especially baseball, 
Wood said. Although hockey 
was his first sport, which 
he started playing when he 
was three or four years old, 
Wood said his focus turned 
to baseball later on.

“I started playing when 
I was 11,” Wood shared of  
baseball, adding that he 
played throughout high 
school and later while 
attending colleges in Grand 
Rapids and Valley City, N.D.  
where he majored in psy-
chology and history.

He’s coached baseball 

his entire adult life, Wood 
said, noting his work with 
the St. Cloud Crush and at a 
Christian school in Florida, 
where he worked for three 
years.

Wo o d  f i r s t  b e c a m e 
a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  S t a -
ples-Motley after coaching 
Cardinal baseball player 
Colbe Tappe. From there he 

Josh Wood is new Activities/
Community Ed. Director

Happy to be here
Josh Wood is the new Activities/Community Ed. 

Director for Staples-Motley School District #2170. His 
office functions out of The NEST, located at Staples-Mot-
ley Middle/High School, at 3rd St. NE in Staples. (Sta-
ples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

After the local election 
filing period ended July 
28, the Motley City Coun-
cil has three candidates for 
two seats, while the Sta-
ples-Motley School District 
and Staples City Council 
have the exact number of  
candidates as seats open.

I n  M o t l e y,  A p r i l 
Skeesick-Larson filed for 
mayor, while Pat O’Regan, 
Konrad Alexander and 
Matthew Horstmann filed 
for city council positions, 
making three candidates 
for two council positions.

This  also  creates  a 
s e a t  sw i t c h ,  b e c a u s e 
Skeesick-Larson is cur-
rently a council member 
and O’Regan is currently 
mayor. Alexander is a 
former mayor and Horst-
mann is a new candidate 
who is on the planning 
and zoning board. Current 
council member Elizabeth 
Blackburn did not file for 
her current seat.

With three seats open on 
the Staples-Motley School 
District, Chandler Trout, 
Kevin Trierweiler and 
Kyle Reese where the three 
people who filed. Trout and 
Reese are current board 
members. School Board 
chair Ryan Wright did not 
file to keep his seat.

For Staples City Council, 
Mayor Ron Murray filed for 
his seat again with no chal-
lengers. Staples has three 
candidates to fill the three 
city council seats, Colleen 
Frost, Roy Miles and Mary 
Jo Goff. Goff  and Miles are 
currently on the council 
and Frost is a new candi-
date who is on the planning 
and zoning board. Current 
council member Blake 
Gerard did not file again for 
the council.

Ballot set 
after local 
election 
filings

See WOOD on page 10a

See GAIDA on page 10a

One year after officially 
opening, the Legacy Arbo-
retum is planning to show 
off  many new features 
during Railroad Days.

The arboetum will host 
an open house from 6-7 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Aug. 19, to 
allow visitors to view the 
new pavillion, picnic tables, 
benches, sculpture, and 
sign that have been placed 
since the grand opening 
during last year’s Railroad 
Days celebration.

Visitors are welcome 
to meet the arboretum’s 
weekly hiking club at 6 p.m. 
on Wed., Aug. 19, or come 
any time to view the new 
features.

Arboretum 
event
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Converse Park in Motley 
will soon be the place to go 
on hot summer days, with 
the new splash pad that’s in 
the works.

Bruce Brotherton, Mot-
ley’s Public Works Director, 
said that there is still some 
work to be done, but the 
splash pad is nearing com-
pletion. It’s a project that 
the city’s park committee 
has been planning for about 
10 years.

Along the way, several 
people and organizations 
have helped make the 
splash pad a reality.

Brother ton credited 
Mike Case, from C & K 
Ready Mix, with the idea 
for the splash pad being 

in the shape of  Minnesota. 
Following that, Brotherton 
gave the idea to Waterplay 
who designed the layout 
with the features, then 
Brotherton and Bryan 
S t eve n s,  m a i n t e n a n c e 
assistant, plotted it on the 
ground using the GPS on 
their locator. 

Last May, Brotherton 
and Stevens installed the 
drainage pipe for the splash 
pad, and employees with 
Posterick Renovations of  
Foley did the underground 
work.

Most recently, George 
Heller and his crew from  
Verndale did the concrete 
work, with city staff  (Broth-
erton, Stevens and Police 
Chief  Al Yoder) installing 
the final features and spray 
nozzles. 

 Next steps include con-
necting electricity to the 
splash pad, as well as pour-
ing sidewalks and doing 
landscaping.

Once it’s complete, the 
splash pad will be open to 
the public during the hours 
of  operation, which still 
need to be established.

The splash pad was 
made possible by a number 
of  entities including fund-
ing from the city and 10 per-
cent funds; Sourcewell in 
Staples, which funded side-
walks; C & K Ready-Mix, 
Staples, which donated 
cement; Brichacek Elec-
tric, Motley, which donated 
electric; a monetary dona-
tion from the Motley Lions; 
and a discounted labor rate 
from George Heller.

Splash pad in Motley 
closer to completion

City of Motley employees were at 
work July 30, installing the final special 
features at the new splash pad at Con-
verse Park. From left, Bryan Stevens, 

Maintenance Asst.; Bruce Brotherton, 
Public Works Director; Al Yoder, Police 
Chief. (Staples World photo by Dawn 
Timbs)

Getting things set up

After installing one of the final piec-
es at the new splash pad in Motley July 
30, city employees (and others) made 
sure the feature with the big splash of 
water worked. From left, Bryan Stevens, 

Maintenance Assistant; Breckan Koblis-
ka, Ben Stevens, Bruce Brotherton, Pub-
lic Works Director; Al Yoder, Police Chief. 
(Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs) 

The big splash!

Members of the Trantina family of 
Motley enjoyed ice cream cones at the 
Scandia Valley Summerfest Aug. 1. From 
left, Ella, Finnley, Barb and Jason. Grand-

ma Barb noted that Finnley will be three 
years old on Sept. 3. Ella and Jason Tran-
tina are Finnley’s aunt and uncle. (Staples 
World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Time for dessert

Dozens of people stopped by Scan-
dia Valley Aug. 1, for their annual Sum-
merfest celebration. Above, people enjoy 
a delicious BBQ turkey dinner at the fire 
hall which included baked beans, sweet 
corn and coleslaw. Below, children have 

fun at the petting zoo. Other activities 
included a bounce house, horse rides 
and arts and crafts show, with a variety of 
vendors. (Staples World photos by Dawn 
Timbs)

Enjoying Scandia Valley’s SummerfestFarm Safety
Look up for power lines

BE AWARE.
Keep equipment  
clear of power 
lines and poles. 

KNOW WHAT TO DO if you encounter a power line while 
operating farm machinery. It could save your life.

n CALL FOR HELP – Call 911 as soon as possible and keep  
the area clear until help arrives.

n DRIVE TO SAFETY – If you can do so without risking your 
machinery or damaging utility infrastructure, drive at least  
40 feet away.

n EMERGENCY EXIT – If the vehicle is on fire or you must exit 
for other safety reasons, jump clear so that no part of your 
body touches the equipment and ground at the same time, 
and land with feet together. Hop to safety in small steps to 
avoid electric shock by breaking the current’s path.

Agralite Electric Cooperative • Arrowhead Cooperative, Inc. • BENCO Electric Cooperative • Brown County Rural Electrical Association •  
Cooperative Light & Power • Dakota Electric Association • East Central Energy • Federated Rural Electric Association • Goodhue County 
Cooperative Electric Association • Itasca-Mantrap  Cooperative  Electrical Association • Kandiyohi Power Cooperative • Lake Country Power • 
Lake Region Electric Cooperative • McLeod Cooperative Power Association • Meeker Cooperative • Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative • Minnesota 
Valley Electric Cooperative • Nobles Cooperative Electric • North Itasca Electric Cooperative, Inc. • Redwood Electric Cooperative • Runestone 
Electric Association • South Central Electric Association • Stearns Electric Association • Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric • Todd-Wadena 
Electric Cooperative • Wright-Hennepin Cooperative Electric Association

Great River Energy—Powering what’s possible

greatriverenergy.com

cl33c



75 Years ago - 1951 
o Aug. 2, 1951 - Mr. and 

Mrs. Pat Miller left Monday 
morning for Grand Forks, 
N.D., where Mr. Miller will 
be employed by the North-
ern Pacific for the next two 
weeks. While there, they 
will be guests of  his brother 
and sister-in-law, Mr. and 
Mrs. Reed Miller and family. 

o Aug. 2, 1951 - The big-
gest fair in the history of  
Motley is in the offing with 
the big event scheduled 
to open on Monday, Aug. 
6, and continue for three 
days, terminating the night 
of  Aug. 8. Officials of  the 
fair association state that 
they have made all plans 
for the largest fair in the 
history of  Motley, and they 
have spared no time, effort 
or cash in bringing to the 
people of  Motley, Staples, 
Leader and other vicinities 
some of  the very best enter-

tainment obtainable.
Featured on the midway 

this season will be the Art B. 
Thomas carnival company. 
They have rides galore, 
having added several new 
rides for the children this 
year. 

o Aug. 2, 1951 - All eight 
dens of  the Staples Cub 
pack were represented at 
their family picnic held at 
Pine Grove Park in Staples 
Monday evening, July 30.

Cubmaster Rev. J. M. 
Amundson stated that the 
picnic was well worth the 
effort expended by the Den 
Mothers and others to make 
the first affair a success.

After the picnic supper, 
baseball was the entertain-
ment for the Cubs. Which 
team won the game has not 

been decided as yet, but the 
Cubs did enjoy their eve-
ning of  entertainment.

o Aug. 2, 1951 - Leo Has-
sler, former resident of  Sta-
ples, and also a former Red 
Owl store manager here, 
purchased the stock and 
equipment of  the Red Owl 
supermarket in Staples with 
the change in title becoming 
effective as of  July 31.

50 Years ago - 1976
o July 22, 1976 -  The 

Motley Free Methodist 
Family Camp will be held at 
Motley, July 24 - Aug. 1. Day 
and evening services for all 
ages area planned. There 

will be a sports program 
and special things for chil-
dren and youth.

Rev. H. E. Hegstrom, 
Evangelist of  the Church 
of  the Nazarene, who has 
pastored in both the United 
States and Sweden, will be 
the special speaker. The 
Floyd Dalzell family, well 
known musical group from 
Thief  River Falls, will be in 
charge of  music and sing-
ing.

Dr. Victor Macy, for many 
years a Missionary to Africa 
and producer of  several 
films will be the missionary 
speaker. 

o July 22, 1976 - The Brain-
erd Community College 
Summer Theatre depart-
ment proudly presents its 
Bicentennial salute in the 
form of  a one man play, 

“Clarence Darrow.”
The production will be 

performed by Guy R. Doud, 
veteran actor who has 
appeared in over 30 college, 
community and area pro-
ductions. Doud performed 
a cutting of  the play at the 
Teachers of  English State 
Convention in Willmar. Bob 
Dryden, head of  the Brain-
erd College Theatre dept., is 
the play’s artistic director 
and producer.

Doud, a 1971 graduate of  
Staples, received his degree 
from Concordia College, 
Moorhead. He is an instruc-
tor at Brainerd High School. 
Guy is the son of  Mr. and 
Mrs. Jess Doud of  this city.

o July 22, 1976 - Mrs. Cath-
erine Dyer was honored on 
her 98th birthday, July 10, at 
the home of  her daughter-
in-law, Mrs. Margaret Dyer.

Afternoon callers were 
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Walker, 
Mrs. Lloyd Breckenridge 
and Scott, Mr. and Mrs. 
Norm Wilhelmson and son, 
Pat, of  Staples; Mr. and Mrs. 
Dave Wroblieskie and three 
children of  Linton, N.D.; her 
granddaughter, Mrs. Chuck 
Erickson, great grandsons, 
Steve and Jed Erickson and 
Mrs. Charles Erickson and 
friend, Judie, of  Detroit 
Lakes; and Mr. and Mrs. 
John Pyle, a granddaughter, 
of  St. Cloud.

o July 22, 1976 - Dennis 
and Cheryl Tyrrell of  Brow-
erville, have been named 
as the Outstanding Young 
Cooperator Couple for Dis-
trict 16 of  the Northern 
Division of  Mid-American 
Dairymen, Inc.

The Tyrrells were among 
16 district winners in the 
Division who were chosen 
for top achievement in 
dairy farm operations and 
community and leadership 
activities.

The Tyrrells operate Oak 
Crest Farm, Inc., a 960 acre 
farm in partnership with 
Dennis’ father, Howard. 
They have 150 head of  dairy 
livestock and milk approx-
imately 76 Guernseys, 50 
of  which are registered. 
Dennis, age 26, received 
many 4-H and FFA awards 
and is very active in numer-
ous farming organizations.

Both the Tyrrells are 
active in their church and 
each has been recognized by 
the National Honor Society.

o July 22, 1976 - The tradi-
tional tent circus of  yester-

year lives on! Dailey Bros. 
wild-animal circus, one of  
America’s oldest circuses, 
will set up its huge spread 
of  canvas in Staples behind 
Miller’s True Value store for 
one day only, Friday, July 23, 
to present a day of  unparal-
leled circus entertainment.

This visit of  Dailey Bros. 
circus to staples is spon-
sored by the Staples Jaycees, 
a portion of  the proceeds 
from all circus tickets sold 
before circus day will be 
allocated to the Jaycees for 
use in the charitable activ-
ities.

Circus chairman Huck 
Holst announced this week 
that advance-sale tickets are 
now on sale for the low price 
of  $1.75 for children and $2 
for adults.  

25 Years ago - 2001
o Aug. 2, 2001 - A young 

man from Staples is headed 
to Brazil, where he is plan-
ning to spend the next year 
seeking converts and bring-
ing a Christian message to 
college students and anyone 
else he meets.

Scott Moore, a 1997 Sta-
ples Motley High School 
graduate who just gradu-
ated from Minnesota State 
University, Moorhead, is 
embarking on a year-long 
mission for the Campus 
Crusade for Christ.

Scott is headed to For-
taleza, in northeaster n 
Brazil, a country that is 
roughly the same size as the 
United States. 

o Aug. 2, 2001 - To think 
that Staples native Dana 
Hasselberg didn’t really 
consider coming to The 
Birchmont this year until 
the last minute.

Hasselberg, about to 
enter her second year at 
Bradley University in Illi-
nois, had the upset of  the 
week in the Ladies Champi-
onship Division last Friday, 
July 27, defeating two time 
defending Minnesota State 
Amateur champion Claudia 
Pilot 2-up.

Also advancing to the 
championship match was 
Brenda Williams of  Minne-
trista, Minn., a 1-up winner 
over Anne Fraser of  Deer-
field Beach, Fla. Williams, 
on Saturday, defeated Has-
selberg 3-1 to win the cov-
eted Birchmont title.

o Aug. 2, 2001 - Shawn 
and Fran O’Rourke are the 
owners and managers of  
the new Giovanni’s restau-
rant which opened to the 
public on Wednesday. They 
have both worked for sev-
eral years in the Giovan-
ni’s in Brainerd and are 
now partners in the Staples 
restaurant.

10 Years ago - 2016
o July 28, 2016 - Nearly 

50 children ages 7-18 are 
participating in Prairie 
Fire Children’s Theatre’s 
production of  “A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream” spon-
sored by the Staples Motley 
Area Arts Council. Two 
directors lead the children 
through a week of  learning 
lines, songs and dances at 
rehearsals culminating in 
two public performances on 
July 29, at Centennial Audi-
torium, Staples.

3aStaples World Wednesday, August 5, 2026News

Looking back
JULY 29, 2026

Long Prairie Police
S t a r l y n  R a n c e s  A c eve d o 

Guzman, Long Prairie. Driving after 
revocation. Fine $200. Fee $85

Joel Gomez Rosario, Long Prai-
rie. Driving without a valid license 
for vehicle class or type. Fine $100. 
Fee $85.

Wesly Rafael Monero Aquino, 
Long Prairie. Driving after revocation.  
Fee $200. Fine $85. Driver must 
carry proof of insurance. Fine $200. 
Operating vehicle with expired regis-
tration. Fine $30.

Joshua John Jr. Pfaff, Clarissa. 
Windshield tinted or glazed. Fine 
$50. Fee $85.

Delgin Manuel Sena Mendez, 
Long Prairie. Driving without a valid 
license for vehicle class or type. Fine 
$100. Fee $85.

Todd County Sheriff
Kayleen Marie Broetzmann, Sta-

ples. Speed 70/55. Fine $60. Fee 
$85.

Austin Aarik Dreger, Sauk Centre. 
Window restrictions - Tint too dark. 
$50. Fee $85.

Bryan Fulgencio Rosario, Long 
Prairie. Driver must carry proof of 
insurance when operating vehicle. 
Fine $200. Fee $85. Driving after 
revocation. Fine $200. Careless 
Driving. Fine $100.

Brody Claude Kircher, Burturm. 
iquor consumption by person under 
21. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Emma Sophia Meyer, Swanville. 
Operate vehicle with expired regis-
tration. Fine $30. Fee $85.

Calvin Wayne Miterwai, Long 
Prairie. Driving without a valid license 
for vehicle class or type. Fine $100. 
Fee $85. Driver approaching inter-
section fails to yield right of way. Fine 
$50.

Joel Padilla Martinez, Detriot 
Lakes. Driver must carry proof of 
insurance. Fine $200. Fee $85 

Ross Richard Perish, Eagle 
Bend. Waste Management - Place 
motor vehicle fluid in or on land. Fine 
$200. Fee $85.

Eric Seamus Steen, Melrose. 
Driving after revocation. Fine $200. 
Fee $85.

M N  D e p t .  o f  N a t u r a l 
Resources

Jose Rafael Becerra Montanez, 
Long Prairie. Fish and Game, Take 
fish without a license. Fine $100. 
Fee $85.

John Paul Krieger, Prior Lake. 
Extra line. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Anyelo Matos De Leon, Long 
Prairie. Fish and Game, Take fish 
without a license. Fine $100. Fee 
$85.

Daniels Jose Naranjo Ayala, 
Long Prairie. Fish and Game, Take 
fish without a license. Fine $100. 
Fee $85.

Gregory Lyle Swenson, Gaylord. 
Watercraft - Lifejacket required for 
child under 10. Fine $25. Fee $85.

Meghan Dora VanAlst, Verndale. 
Wireless Communication Device. 
Fine $50. Fee $85.

MN State Patrol
Seth Micheal Kern, Eagle Bend. 

Speed 70/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.
Anthony Caesar Arias, Little 

Canada. Speed 80/70. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

Jonathan Joesph Fausey, Ber-
ryville, VA. Speed 80/70. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

Pacifique Gisubizo, Appleton, WI. 
Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Dustin James Hansen, Mapleton, 
ND. Speed 89/70. Fine $60. Fee 
$85.

Jennifer Ann Koetter, Swanville. 
Speed 70/60.Fine $40. Fee $85.

Dereck William Laundrie, Saint 
Paul Park. Speed 84/70. Fine $50. 
Fee $85.

Isaiah Klarwlue Manneh, Fargo, 
ND. Speed 99/70. Fine $100. Fee 
$85.

Thomas Richard Meyer, Saint 
Francis. Speed 80/70. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

Jancarlo Munoz, Willmar. Hands-
Free law. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Donavan Randy Pawlicki, Osakis. 
Tires extending beyond fenders. 
Fine $50. Fee $85

Window tint less than 50% light 
transmittance.

Fine $50. Suspended object. 
Fine $40. Cracked windshield. Fine 
$40

Carrie Ann Sandlin, Fergus Falls. 
Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85

Jeremy Roger Schwieters, Mel-
rose. Speed 86/70. Fine $60. Fee 
$85.

Famiro Alejandro Villanueva, 
Alexandria. Speed 92/70. Fine $70. 
Fee $155

Pyper Ann Vogt, Sauk Centre. 
Speed 64/55. Fine $40. Fee $85

 The following cases were heard 
before Heidi L. Hovis, Seventh Dis-
trict Court in Todd County July 22, 
2026.

Jacinta Trinidad Segura, Long 
Prair ie. Domestic Assault. Dis-
missed. Disorderly conduct. Contin-
ued. Supervised probation, 1 yr.

Nicholas John Wagner, Long 
Prairie. DWI - Operate motor vehicle 

- Alcohol concentration 0.08 within 2 
hours. Sentenced. Fine $301. Fee 
$100.

JULY 22, 2026
Long Prairie Police
Logan Robert Clasemann, Long 

Prairie. Windshield tinted or glazed. 
Fine $50. Fee $85

Jeremiah James Monson, Burt-
rum. Speed 40/30. Fine $40. Fee 
$85

Kayden John Tabatt, Clarissa. 
Windshield tinted or glazed. Fine 
$50. Fee $85.

Staples Police
 Wah Lay Paw, Saint Paul. 

Expired of drivers license. Fine 
$100. Fee $85.

Todd County Sheriff
Albert Arroyo Serrano, Long Prai-

rie. Speed 75/60. Fine $60. Fee 
$85.

Levi M. Borntreger, Ber tha. 
Speed 64/55. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Isaac David Eggerth, Long Prai-

rie. Liquor - Consumption by person 
under 21. Fine $100. Fee $85.

 Bryan Fulgencio Rosario, Long 
Prairie. Must Carry proof insurance  
when operating vehicle. Fine $200. 
Fee $85. Driving after revocation. 
Fine $200. Careless Driving. Fine 
$100.

Frank Clifford Walter III Meagher, 
Swanville. Liquor - Consumption by 
person under 21. Fine $100. Fee 
$85.

Emma Sophia Meyer, Swanville. 
Operate vehicle with expired regis-
tration. Fine $30. Fee $85.

David Micheal Pogreba, Cushing. 
Speed 65/55. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Alexis Raya Carrillo, Long Prairie. 
Driving without a valid license. Fine 
$100. Fee $85.

Stephanie Ann Tubman, Minne-
apolis. Speed 80/65. fine $60. Fee 
$85.

M N  D e p t .  o f  N a t u r a l 
Resources

Dairol Matos Ferreras, Long 
Prairie. Game and Fish - Must have 
license or proper paperless in per-
sonal possession. Fine $25. Fee 
$85.

Wesly Rafael Monero Aquino, 
Long Prairie. 

Game and Fish - Must have 
license or proper paperless in per-
sonal possession. Fine $25 Fee $85

Adam James Waldorf, Osakis. 
Fail to display valid registration on 
motorize watercraft. Fine $25. Fee 
$85 

Randy Jay Wilmes, Little Falls. 
Failure to notify commissioner of 
transfer of watercraft ownership. 
Fine $25. Fee $85

 MN State Patrol
Catherine Bridget Mchugo, Mis-

sion, TX. Speed 65/55. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

Landon Carter Cage Moench, 
Staples. Seat belt required. Fine 
$25. Fee $85

Lexi Anne Bosek, Glenwood. 
Hand Free Law. Fine $50. Fee $85

Christopher John Cocherll, Alex-
andria. Speed 80/70. Fine $50. 
Fee $85.

Lisa Marie Crooker, Minneapolis. 
Speed 64/55. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Jay Zion Davron Davis, Tampa FL. 
Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Resat Dzemail j i, Moorhead. 
Speed 79/70. Fine $40. Fee $85 
Alex Blake Ernest, Bismarck, ND. 
Speed 83/70. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Johnathan Joseph Fausey, Ber-
ryvilla, VA. Speed 80/70. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

Bennie E. Gingerich, Bertha. 
Windshield tinted or glazed. Fine 
$50. Fee $85.

Pacifique Gisubizo, Appleton, WI. 
Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Stephanie Monique Gregoire, 
Eden Prairie. Speed 85/70. Fine 
$60. Fee $85.

Dustin James Hansen, Mapleton, 
ND. Speed 89/70. Fine $60. Fee 
$85.

Lacy Jay Johnson, Long Prairie. 
Speed 70/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Jamie Mora Navarro, Long Prai-
rie. Speed 65/60. Fine $40. Fee 
$85.

Chester Chadwell Nelson, Little 
Falls. Speed 65/60. Fine $40. Fee 
$85.

Donavan Randy Pawlicki, Osakis. 
Tires extending beyond fenders. 
Fine $50. Fee $85

Window tint less than 50% 
light transmittance. Fine $50. Sus-
pended object. Fine $40. Cracked 
windshield. Fine $40

Dylan Alexander Peterson, Cot-
tage Grove. Speed 85/70. Fine 
$60. Fee $85.

Jeremy Roger Schwieters, Mel-
rose. Speed 86/70. Fine $60. Fee 
$85.

Bradley D. Stahl, Haxtun, CO. 
Seat belt required. Fine $25. Fee 
$85

Jason Lambert Weimer, For t 
Worth, TX. Speed 80/70. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

The following cases were 
heard before Heidi L. Hovis, 
Seventh District Court in Todd 
County July 9, 2026.

Daniel Joseph Duncanson, West 
Saint Paul. 2nd degree DWI, refuse 
to submit to chemical test. Blood or 
Urine. Sentenced. Supervised pro-
bation, 2 yr. Local Confinement (364 
days, Stay 0 yr 0 Mo, 334 days for 
2 yr credit for time served 3 days. 
Fine. $800. Fee $75. Driving after 
revocation. Dismissed. Possession 
legend drugs. Dismissed. 

The following cases were 
heard before Heidi L. Hovis, 
Seventh District Court in Todd 
County July 14, 2026.

Vickie Lynn Johnson, Eagle 
Bend. Fish and Game - Lend borrow 
or transfer a license tag or seal. Fine 
$200. Fee $85.

Juana Ambriz Ambriz, Long Prai-
rie. Instruction permit violation (18 yr 
or older). Fine $25. Fine $75

Breanna Jo Jasmer, Staple. 
Careless Driving. Sentenced. Super-
vised probation 1 yr. Local Confine-
ment (90 days, Stay 0, Yr 0, Mo 90 
days for 1 year). Fine $200. Fee 
$75. Underage drinking and driv-
ing. Dismissed. Speed 44/30. Dis-
missed.

Scott Jordan Keplin, Staples. 
Cannabis open package - possess 
in motor vehicle. Fine $50. Fee $75.

Blake Earl Thurstin, Baxter. Dis-
orderly Conduct. Continued. Unsu-
pervised probation, 6 mo.. Assault 
5th deg-inflict or attempt bodily harm 
Dismissed 

The following cases were 
heard before Meriel B. Lester 
is, Seventh District Court in 
Todd County July 22, 2026.

Jailys Rodriguez Amador, Long 
Prairie. 3rd degree driving while 
impaired. Dismissed.  3rd degree 
driving while impaired - Alochol con-
tent greater than .08 within 2 hours. 
Sentenced. Local confinement 364 
Days, Stay 0, Yr 0, Mo 361 Days for 
2 yr credit for time served: 3 days. 
Supervised probation, 2 yr. Fine 
$400. Fee $175. Driving without a 

Todd Cty. court report

valid license. Dismissed. 
The following cases were 

heard before Laura Moehrle, 
Seventh District Court in Todd 
County July 21, 2026.

Cassie Lee Riedel, Eagle Bend. 
Disorderly conduct. Sentenced. 
Local confinement 90 days, Stay 0, 
Yr 0, Mo 88 for 1 yr credit for time 
served: 2 days. Unsupervised proba-
tion 1 yr. Fine $100. Fee $75.

Tate Duane Deters, Belgrade. 
Liquor consumption by person under 
21. Fine $100. Fee $75. Open 
Bottle Law. Dismissed.

Samual Joseph Roggenkamp, 
Motley. Driving after revocation. Con-
tinued. Unsupervised probation, 6 
Mo. Fine $50. Fee $50. Driver must 
carry proof of insurance when oper-
ating vehicle. Dismissed. 

JULY 15, 2026
The following cases were 

heard before Heidi L. Hovis, 
Seventh District Court in Todd 
County July 7, 2026.

Juan Sevastian Ambriz Hernan-
dez, Long Prairie. Driving after revo-
cation. Fine $150. $75. Sentenced. 

Kellen Ruiz Gomez, Long Prai-
rie. Disorderly Conduct. Continued. 
Local Confinement (3 days, Stay 
0 Yr 0, Mo 0  Days  credit for time 

served. Supervised probation 1 year). 
Domestic Assault, Dismissed. Fine 
$50. Fee $75.

Hattie Ruth Herdina, Edina. 
Speed 80/70. Sentenced. Fine $40. 
Fee $75

David Dean Morisch, Long Prai-
rie. 5th degree-possess Schedule 
1,2,3,4 or paraphernalia residual-not 
cannabis/hemp. Sentenced. MN 
Correctional Facility -St. Cloud, 12 
mo., Stay for 5 yr). Supervised pro-
bation, 5 yr. Community work service 
40 hrs for indeterminate. Fine $100. 
Fee $85. DWI 4 Operate motor vehi-
cle, any amount schedule I/II drugs/
metabolite; Not cannabis/hemp. 
Sentenced. Supervised probation 2 
yr. Fine $400 Fee $40. Driver must 
carry proof insurance. Dismissed. 

The following cases were 
heard before William J. Cash-
man, Seventh District Court in 
Todd County July 7, 2026

Micheal Theodore Browen, Little 
Falls. Damage to property - 3rd 
Degree. Sentenced. Supervised 
Probation, 2 yrs. Local Confinement 
(364 days, Stay 0, Year 0, Mo. 0 364 
days for 2 yr) Fine $100. Fee $85.

--Court reports are received from 
the Long Prairie Leader.

- o - 
Compiled by

Dawn Timbs
- o - 

Hello readers. This week’s archive 
photo is from 1990. Do you know who 
these people are and perhaps the con-
text of the photo? Do you have a memory 
to share? Email your answers and where 

you’re from to dtimbs@staplesworld.com 
by Friday, or call 218-894-1112. The 
answers will be published in next week’s 
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Mystery photo

Mystery solved
Last week’s mystery photo published in the July 

24, 1986 edition of the Staples World featured brothers 
Blaine (left) and David Joerger displaying trophies they 
won at the Red River Valley Open tennis meet at Fargo. 
Blaine won the 10 and under singles while David was 
second in the 12 and under singles event. The boys 
were coached by their dad, Joe Joerger.

Judy Wolak of Staples recognized Blaine and Da-
vid, noting that both were accomplished basketball 
players at Staples-Motley High School and college. She 
also noted that the brothers have both been inducted 
into the Staples-Motley Athletic Hall of Fame - Dave in 
2020 and Blaine in 2023.
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Like other wildlife man-
agement agencies across 
the country, the Minnesota 
Department of  Natural Re-
sources (DNR) periodical-
ly gathers and eventually 
shares data on the status 
and abundance of  certain 
game birds and animals 
that we hunt. The data gath-
ering is done at specific 
times of  year, determined 
by the game species, and by 
the survey techniques de-
veloped over the years for 
that particular creature.

The DNR is responsible 
for the dual missions of  
stewardship of  these game 
populations, and providing 
recreation-
a l  o p p o r-
tunity  to 
i t s  c o n -
stituents; 
namely us. 
Being able 
to estimate 
w i l d l i f e 
abundance 
and deter-
mine safe 
h a r v e s t 
l i m i t s  i s 
a natural 
c o n s e -
q u e n c e 
of  this re-
sponsibility.

In April and May, field 
staff  drive rural roads in 
sectors of  the state where 
ruffed grouse are found. 
They stop at pre-deter-
mined intervals and care-
fully listen for the booming, 
thump-like sounds of  male 
ruffed grouse “drumming,” 
a sound that begins slowly 
and accelerates to a rapid 
tempo. The sound is made 
by the compression of  air 
as a male grouse beats its 
wings in a mating display 
to attract a female grouse, 
and is audible at distances 
of  a quarter to a half  mile. 
By counting the number of  
drumming grouse heard on 
these fixed listening routes, 
an estimate of  the status of  
the species’ breeding pop-
ulation—up, down, or un-
changed—is made, based on 
the number of  male drum-
mers heard in one year ver-
sus another. This survey 
has been done in this man-
ner by the DNR since 1949.

As useful as this survey 
may be, it’s not a perfectly 
exact science. Wind and pre-
cipitation can affect the dis-
tance at which a drumming 
male can be heard. Then, too, 
there can be variability in 
hearing sensitivity—some-
times significant—from one 
listener to another. A male 
ruffed grouse may momen-
tarily pause its drumming 
when disturbed, perhaps by 
the approach of  a potential 
predator. Each listening 
stop is only four minutes in 
length. Still, it seems this 
survey technique is the 
best tool biologists have for 
estimating relative ruffed 
grouse abundance. This 
year that number is report-
ed down very slightly on a 

statewide basis.
During the month of  

May, after the return of  
waterfowl from wintering 
grounds to the south of  us, 
DNR personnel conduct 
low-level aircraft flights and 
on-the ground observation 
to count ducks and geese. 
For obvious reasons, on-the-
ground counting is more la-
bor and time-intensive, but 
also more complete and pre-
cise. On selected wetlands 
there is both in-flight and 
boots-on-the-ground count-
ing. A comparison of  both 
methods on the same ter-
ritory yields a “correction 
factor,” a mathematical for-
mula that is then applied to 
the broader aerial counting 
data. This, in turn, leads 
to the DNR estimating the 
statewide abundance of  
each of  the counted water-
fowl species, as it has in this 
manner since 1968.

The results of  this water-
fowl population estimating 
process can inform the Min-
nesota DNR’s season length 
and bag limit setting pro-
cess. More specifically, the 
setting of  harvest limits by 
species, based on their rela-
tive abundance as reflected 
in survey data, while taking 
into account any perceived 
need for special protection. 
In practice, with the num-
ber of  licensed waterfowl 
hunters declining in Minne-
sota, the DNR has gradually 
liberalized harvest rules in 
hopes of  retaining existing 
and recruiting new water-
fowl hunters. This liberal-
ization is reflected in such 
things as more generous 
bag limits for some birds, 
expanded shooting hours, 
an earlier season starting 
date, and a special early teal 
season. Now under consid-
eration by the DNR is a pro-
posal to allow hunters the 
choice between traditional, 
species-based harvest re-
strictions, and a three-duck 
limit of  birds of  any species 
or sex. Under this approach, 
no identification of  species 
or sex—with its accompa-
nying shooting restraint—
would need to be exercised 
by the hunter. The DNR is 
currently accepting com-
ments from the hunting 
public on this concept, one 
that is a definite departure 
from current waterfowl 
management strategy.

In early to mid-August, 
trained observers drive ru-
ral Minnesota roads and 
count the number of  pheas-
ants seen per 100 miles driv-
en. This “roadside count,” 
as it’s called, is conduct-
ed on 150 or more 25-mile 
routes within six sub-re-
gions of  the state’s prima-
ry pheasant range. As with 
other wildlife surveys, this 
too is a sampling—not an ex-
haustive count—comparing 
the number of  birds seen 
during the survey from one 
year to the next. Its purpose 
is to gauge the direction in 
which the state’s pheasant 

population is trending. This 
survey has been conduct-
ed by the Minnesota DNR 
since 1955.

As with the ruffed grouse 
survey, certain variables 
can affect the accuracy 
of  the roadside pheasant 
count. These include weath-
er conditions that cause 
birds to be less active and 
visible, human disturbance, 
and delayed brood maturi-
ty that results when pheas-
ant hens re-nest after los-
ing their initial clutch of  
eggs before hatching. Still, 
despite any shortcomings, 
this survey helps DNR wild-
life managers estimate the 
relative year-to-year abun-
dance of  this popular game 
bird, information useful in 
setting pheasant hunting 
seasons and bag limits. 

There is a conceptual 
and qualitative difference 
between the August road-
side pheasant count and 
the spring ruffed grouse 
and waterfowl breeding 
bird surveys. While pheas-
ants observed along rural 
roadsides in August are not 
exactly “a bird in the hand” 
as predictors of  fall hunting 
success, they are an indica-
tor of  the pheasant popu-
lation in the post-breeding, 
post-nesting period. This is 
significant.

The August survey takes 
place when some of  the 
greatest dangers to pheas-
ants are behind them. Yes, 
pheasants young or old will 
always be fair game for 
predators, subject to colli-
sions with vehicles, etc. But 
behind them are the dan-
gers to hen and eggs during 
the incubation period; dan-
gers that range from nest 
predation, to grass fires, 
to untimely field mowing. 
Also behind most pheasant 
broods now is the danger to 
newly-hatched and fledgling 
chicks from spells of  cold, 
wet weather, to which such 
birds are especially vulner-
able. Conversely, when the 
ruffed grouse and water-
fowl surveys are done ear-
lier in the year, nesting-re-
lated and “just-hatched” 
dangers still lie ahead. Both 
can have large impacts on 
fall populations.

So what do these sur-
veys and the numbers they 
generate tell us? They are 
as much a suggestion as a 
statement. They are rea-
sonable estimates of  game 
abundance. Experienced 
hunters know that in the 
best of  times, or in the 
worst of  times, there is 
variability in game abun-
dance from one place to 
another. There is variabil-
ity from one woodland to 
another, from this marsh to 
that marsh, and from one 
pheasant slough to anoth-
er. As always, hunters who 
can identify the best habitat, 
and who best understand 
the habits of  the game they 
seek, will have the best odds 
of  tangible success.

What do game bird 
surveys really tell us?

- o - 
Inside the 
Outdoors

Mike Rahn
- o - 

By Frank Odell

Good morning.  I’d like to 
speak today about Common 
sense. Or as historians now 
refer to it…

“a lost  civi l ization.”  
Somewhere between smart 
phones and smart thermo-
stats, common sense quietly 
packed its bags, muted the 
group chat, and moved to a 
cabin with no Wi-Fi.

And honestly? I don’t 
blame it. But I do wonder 
if  common sense didn’t 
just disappear. Maybe… we 
stopped listening. And if  I 
may step on holy ground for 
a moment—

Scripture has always had 
a word for common sense.  
It’s called wisdom.  And ac-
cording to Book of  Proverbs,

“Wisdom cries aloud in 
the streets… but the simple 
keep going.”  Which sounds 
suspiciously like rush hour 
traffic.

We live in the age of  ar-
tificial intelligence.  Which 
is fascinating— because 
we’re running dangerously 
low on the natural kind. We 
have smart phones. Smart 
cars.

Smart refrigerators. I 
have a refrigerator that can 
tell me when I’m out of  milk.  
But I still open it… stare in-
side… close it… and reopen 
it like something new might 
have appeared.  That’s not 
intelligence.

That’s hope with a han-
dle. We have a generation 
that can troubleshoot a 

drone… but cannot trouble-
shoot a disagreemen… We 
can launch satellites into 
space— but can’t merge po-
litely in traffic… Apparently 
parallel parking is harder 
than parallel universes.

Well, as Book of  James 
might remind us—…..“If  
any of  you lacks wisdom, 
ask God.”…Notice it doesn’t 
say,….“If  any of  you lacks 
Wi-Fi.”

Common sense used to 
say,… “If  it’s hot… don’t 
touch it.” …Now we need 
warning labels…..“Caution: 
Contents may be hot.”…Yes. 
It’s soup. Not ice cream…..“-
Do not iron clothes while 
wearing them.”….At this 
rate, we’ll soon have labels 
that say:…“Caution: Gravi-
ty applies.”

And someone will still 
test it…..Which reminds 
me—

God wrote ten clear com-
mandments on stone tablets.

And humanity’s response 
was essentially:…“Are you 
sure?”……Common sense 
says:….Don’t step off  the 
cliff.

Faith says:….Trust the 
One who designed gravity.

Common sense once 
w h i s p e r e d , … . “ C a l m 
down.”….Now outrage has 
a microphone…..We don’t 
disagree anymore.

We detonate…..We don’t 
discuss…..We declare….We 
don’t debate…..We delete.

Social media has given 
everyone a platform—….
and apparently removed 
everyone’s filter….We have 
instant opinions,…immedi-
ate indignation,…and zero 
investigation.

It’s reaction without re-
flection….Volume without 
virtue.

Confidence without com-
petence….And yet the Apos-
tle Paul—yes, the same fel-
low who wrote letters from 
prison without Wi-Fi—said 
in Epistle to the Ephesians,

“Speak the  tr uth  in 
love.”…That requires both 
courage and control—….
two things rarely found in a 
comment section.

Remember when “I’m 
sorry” was a complete sen-
tence?

Now it’s: …“I’m sorry 
you were offended.”…That’s 
not an apology….That’s a 
verbal shrug.

Common sense says:  If  
you spill the milk… clean it 
up….The Gospel says some-
thing even deeper:…Con-
fess it.

Own it….Receive grace.
Grow from it…..Grace 

doesn’t eliminate responsi-
bility.

It empowers it.

* * *
Now, before I sound like 

I churn my own butter and 
resent electricity—

Let me confess….Last 
week I spent ten minutes 
searching for my phone.  I 
used the flashlight on my 
phone…  to look for my 
phone.  Common sense was 
present….It was just on cof-
fee break.

And spiritually speaking, 
we do the same thing.

We search for peace… 
while ignoring prayer.

We search for purpose… 
while avoiding obedience.

We search for truth… 
while muting conviction.

Common sense isn’t 
about being brilliant….It’s 
about being balanced…..It’s 
asking:  …Is it true?....Is it 
kind?....Is it wise?

Maybe common sense 
isn’t so common anymore

because it requires some-
thing radical:

Humility….And humility 
doesn’t go viral.

But  here’s  the good 
news—Wisdom is not lost….
It’s available….It doesn’t 
need an update….It doesn’t 
require  a  charg er….It 
doesn’t need a password 
you’ll forget in three days….
It simply asks us to slow 
down….To listen.

To examine our hearts 
before we examine everyone 
else’s.

Common sense might 
not just stage a comeback….
It might look suspiciously 
like godly wisdom.  And 
until then—  If  your refrig-
erator tells you you’re out 
of  milk— Believe it. And if  
your conscience tells you 
you’re out of  character— …
Listen to it.

Common sense isn’t so 
common anymore

Find Treasure Within

By Erich Heppner
Central Lakes College
Interim Dean of Staples 
Campuses

Twenty years ago, I ar-
rived in Staples for the 
first time, eager to start 
the Heavy Equipment Pro-
gram. At the time, I expect-
ed to earn my degree in two 
years and move on to find a 
job with a contractor. But 
as I became more involved 
on campus and in Staples, 
my heart began to change, 
and I developed a strong 
passion both for higher ed-
ucation and for this commu-
nity. Since then, I’ve dedi-
cated my career to serving 
Central Lakes College and 
the people who make this 
campus and community ex-
traordinary. 

Recently, I was honored 
to be given the opportunity 
to serve as the Interim Dean 
of  the Staples Campuses. I 
do not take this assignment 
lightly, as I know our insti-
tution’s history and have a 
deep appreciation for the 
men and women who es-
tablished the Staples AVTI 
in 1959, and even earlier, 
with our beginnings in the 

school district in 1950. One 
thing that is clear to me 
from the shared history of  
our campus and surround-
ing communities is that the 
common thread of  our past 
successes has always been 
the collaborative and can-
do spirit that exists here. I 
bring that same collabora-
tive approach to this role, 
along with a willingness to 
roll up my sleeves in ser-
vice to our students and our 
community.

I am very proud of  the 
programs that we offer 
at our Staples Campuses. 
These career and tech pro-
grams train our students for 
high-dollar blue-collar jobs 
that are in demand more 
than ever. I believe that the 
pursuit of  education in all 

its forms is valuable, but I 
am proud to promote pro-
grams that do not saddle our 
learners with unnecessary 
debt and, in a very short 
turnaround, provide our 
graduates with high-paying, 
family-sustaining wages. 
Whether a student choos-
es our Diesel Technician, 
Heavy Equipment Operator, 
Machine Tool Technology, 
Meat Cutting & Butchery, 
Practical Nursing, or Ro-
botics programs, you can 
rest assured that we will do 
everything possible to help 
our students build futures 
that would otherwise be out 
of  reach.

Perhaps you know some-
one who is ready to explore 
how the college in their own 
backyard can change their 
life for the better. Perhaps 
you are that person. Either 
way, my ask of  you is that 
you help us promote our Sta-
ples Campuses to your fam-
ily, friends, and neighbors. 

If  you would like to vis-
it about the opportunities 
at Central Lakes College 
or have thoughts on how 
we can be better partners, 
please do not hesitate to 
drop me a line.

Collaborative spirit at 
Central Lakes College

Quote of  the week

“Vision without execution is hallucination.”
— Thomas Edison

Quote of  the week

“Superstition is foolish, 
childish, primitive and 

irrational — but how much 
does it cost you 

to knock on wood?”
— Judith Viorst
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Reunion Christmas Concert
Thank you and we look forward to 

working together for a GREAT Concert!
w32-33c

The Little Red Caboose 
Variety Show is back again 
to kick off  the Railroad 
Days festivities with a 
showcase of  local talent. It 
will be held on Thursday, 
Aug. 20, at the Centennial 
Auditorium in Staples with 
the show starting at 7 p.m. 
Doors open at 6:15 p.m. 

This year’s show boasts 
newcomers and favorite 
acts, all local talent.

Newcomers to the show 
include the Wadena Whirla-
ways Dance Troop, Andrew 
Capistrant, Dancers Nikki 
Paskewitz and Brian Ster-
riker, Meredith and Molly 
Hoemberg, and a new band 
- The Chris J. O’Brien Trio. 

Returning favorites in-
clude music by the Staples 
Area Men’s and Women’s 
choruses, Gary and Dawn 
Timbs, Sarah Kroll, Nathan 

Beard, Lamp Camp Players 
doing Imrov, the Little Mo-
ran River Band as well as 
many more. 

Proceeds from the show 
will benefit Lamplighter 
Community Theatre’s sum-
mer Lamp Camp, a perfor-
mance arts camp featuring 
singing, dance and drama 
which gives children and 
young adults ages eight to  
18 a great learning experi-
ence in all three of  those ar-
eas. The other half  goes to 
the Staples Area Men’s Cho-
rus and their Real Men Sing 
choral festival which gives 
young male singers and 
their directors a full day of  
educational experiences 
with choral clinicians and 
male singers from all age 
groups...from junior high to 
high school to college and 
adult choruses...and culmi-

nates in a mass chorus con-
cert that evening.

Tickets can be purchased 
at the door, or for a two dol-
lar discount, they are avail-
able in advance at the Sta-
ples World office, Hubbard 
Hardware and Ace Hard-
ware in Staples, or online at 
www.staplesmen.org.

Co-hosts for the Little 
Red Caboose Variety Show 
are the Staples Area Men’s 
Chorus and Lamplighter 
Community Theatre. Spon-
sors include the Staples 
Motley Area Community 
Foundation, Lakeland Pub-
lic Television and the Five 
Wings Arts Council.

The co-hosts say, “So, join 
us in supporting your local 
organizations and enjoy 
some fantastic local talent. 
See you there.”

Little Red Caboose Variety 
Show is Thursday, Aug. 20

Brynn Bestland of Staples played 
the role of Cinderella in the musical, “Into 
the Woods” performed recently at the Pe-
quot Lakes Community Theatre. Bestland, 

a 2026 Staples-Motley High School grad-
uate, will be attending Minnesota State 
University Moorhead this fall. (Submitted 
photos)

Bestland plays ‘Cinderella’

August 6
‘Walk With a Doc’   Thursdays at 5:15 p.m., at Lakewood 

Health System’s main campus in Staples. Meet at the main 
entrance. For more information about this free program, 
visit https://walkwithadoc.org/join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

August 7
Women’s oPen aa RecoveRy meeting Fridays in person, 

10:30 a.m., Motley Free Methodist Church (lower level), 33 
Wellwood St. E. Motley. All women welcome.

August 9
music in the PaRk - FRee   Featuring Eric E. Sunday, Aug. 

9, 7 p.m., at Veterans Park in Motley. Sponsored by Staples 
Motley Area Arts Council.

celebRate RecoveRy gRouP meetings  Sundays, 6 p.m., at 
Motley Free Methodist Church, 33 Wellwood St. E., Motley.

August 11
exPeRience stRength anD hoPe aa gRouP mtgs in staPles   

Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m., at Church of  Christ, 27343 490th St., 
Staples. For info., call Dan at 218-640-7228.

August 12
FRee community Picnic - sPonsoReD by motley FRee methoDist 

chuRch   Wednesday, Aug. 12, 5 p.m., at Converse Park in 
Motley.  

August 19
staPles all veteRans anD community PaRk association boaRD 

meeting   Wednesday, Aug. 19, 5:30 p.m., in the lower level 
of  Lakewood Health System, 49725 County Rd 83, Staples. 
Public invited. To attend via Zoom, contact Bob Hamann 
at 218-894-3139.

Mark Your CalendarMenu
Senior Nutrition 

Program, Staples
Staples: Call mornings (218-

979-4118) the Thursday before to 
reserve next week’s meal(s) and 
current suggested donation info. 
LSS Meals - traditional older 
adult menu (subject to change).

LOCATED AT: Staples Hi-
Rise, 615 4th St. NE, Staples. Se-
niors welcome to dine-in at 11:00 
a.m.,with meal reservations. 

•Staples Site:
218-979-4118.

•Motley Site: 
218-824-3820.
August 10 - August 14

monDay - Beef  hamburg-
er/bun, baked beans, green 
beans, ketchup, mustard, 
lime jellow/pears,  1% milk.

tuesDay - Chicken baked 
herb, rice pilaf, mixed veg-
gies, dinner roll, marg., 
chocolate pudding/topping, 
1% milk.

WeDnesDay - Smothered 
chopped steak, mashed po-
tatoes, sliced carrots, ap-
plesauce cup, marg., sour 
cream, wheat bread, 1% 
milk.

thuRsDay - Scalloped po-
tatoes w/ham, whole ker-
nel corn, tropical fruit cup, 
wheat bread, marg., peanut 
butter cookie, 1% milk.

FRiDay - Beef  lasagna, 
peas/carrots, hot spiced 
apples, dinner roll, marg., 
vanilla wafers, 1% milk.

wk33

The Little Red Caboose Variety Show features local talent performing many differ-
ent styles of entertainment. (Staples World photos from 2025 show)

Local talent featured at show

The Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(WWTP) in Motley is home to a new so-
lar array. It was designed and installed 
recently by Wolf Track Energy (www.wolf-
trackenergy.com). Seventy-percent of 
the solar array was funded by the Minne-
sota Department of Commerce Solar on 

Public Buildings Grant, and the other 30 
percent will be reimbursed by the Feder-
al Energy Tax Rebates Program. When 
it’s up and running, the solar array will 
produce electricity and help offset elec-
tric costs at the WWTP in Motley.  (Sta-
ples World photos by Dawn Timbs)

New solar array at Motley’s WWTP
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Staples Area Church Directory

Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Adult Bible Study ..........................6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Sunday Worship Service ...................8:30 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org 
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
Pastor Joshua Jeresek
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA ....................218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
 Sunday Worship ............................8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775
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***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com. 
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.
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Father JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310
Father Greg Sauer

Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

207 4th St. NE., Staples, MN
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WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

w
15c

***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com. 
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.

9:00 a.m.

parishsecretary@marysacc.org
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Mass: Sunday......................................8:30 a.m.

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314  
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
       Mass: Sunday..................................10:30 a.m.

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
parishsecretary@marysacc.org

St. Ann’s Catholic Church
514 1st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
parishsecretary@marysacc.org
Mass: Sunday (livestream)......................10 a.m.

Mass: Saturday.................................... 4:00 p.m.

218-631-1593

218-631-1593
Catholic Church

218-631-1593

Sunday School.........................................9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship....................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH......................6:30 p.m.

office@verndaleflc.org

 Pastor John Pavlica, Lead Pastor
   Sunday Worship  ........................... 9:30 a.m.
   Sunday School .............................11:00 a.m.
   Weds., AWANA .............................. 6:00 p.m.

To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: office@staplesworld.com, call 218-894-1112. 
Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: office@staplesworld.com.

Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

“Does What We Believe Line Up With God’s Word?”
By Pastor Roy Miles, Staples Assembly of God

I would like to share with you that “almost” 
and “good enough” is NOT good enough. In 
2 Timothy 3:16 we read that “All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in-
struction in righteousness.”

In a conversation between Paul the apostle 
and King Agrippa in Acts 26:28, Agrippa said 
to Paul, “you almost persuade me to become a 
Christian.”

In 2 Timothy 3:7 Paul writes about “always 
learning and never able to come to the knowl-
edge of the truth.”

Here is our list of Truth on what the Bible is:
•All scripture is given by inspiration of God
•Profitable for doctrine
•Profitable for reproof
•Profitable for correction
•Profitable for instruction
•Leads us in righteousness

Question: Is it right to delete or ignore 
scripture passages that do not line up with 
our thinking and ideas? What are we learning? 
Man’s ideas or God’s?

I would like to challenge all of us to line up 
with the scripture even if it offends us. That’s 
what reproof and correction is all about. Let’s 
be like those in Acts 17:11, “These were more 
fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in 
that they received the word with all readiness, 
and searched the Scriptures daily to find out 
whether these things were so.”

One last scripture;
Hebrews 4:12
 “For the word of God is living and powerful, 

and sharper than any two-edged sword, pierc-
ing even to the division of soul and spirit, and 
of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.”

Pastor Jonathan Holland

Obituaries

Needing/Wanting a 
 Granite Memorial

 FOR YOUR FAMILY?
I can help!
Diane M. 
Hahn

30 years serving 
our area! 

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685 
or 218-640-2341

32 years serving 
our area!

Judy Kaye Knosalla, 78,   
passed away July 22, 2026, 
in Little Falls following two 
years of  pulmonary fibro-
sis. 

A celebration of  life ser-
vice will be held August 10 
at Faith Lutheran Church,  
430 12th St NE, Staples, at 
11:00 a.m. with Reverend 
Stephen Meltzer officiat-
ing. Visitation will begin 
one hour prior at 10:00 a.m. 
and a meal will be served 
following the service. 

Inter ment will  take 
place at MN State Veter-
ans Cemetery near Camp 
Ripley at 3:00 p.m. 

Judy was number eight 
of  nine children born to 
Theodore and E. Frances 
Negaard in St. Cloud on 
March 8, 1948. 

Judy graduated in 1966 

from Tech High School. 
She went on to work in 
the banking industry in 
Minneapolis, St. Cloud 
and Staples. While work-
ing at Northwest Bank in 
St. Cloud, she met the love 
of  her life, Larry Knosalla. 
They married on June 24, 
1972. After Larry graduated 
from college, while work-
ing at DeZurik, they started 
their family. Amy was born 
in 1975, Kari was born in 
1977 and after moving to 
Staples to start a new busi-
ness in 1978, Penny was 
born in 1979. 

Judy enjoyed crafting 
as a young mother, making 
dresses and costumes for 
her girls, who were her 
pride and joy. She loved to 
shop, especially for others. 
She also spent many years 
teaching Sunday School at 
Bethlehem (St. Cloud) and 
Faith Lutheran (Staples) 
churches. Before retir-
ing, she faithfully served 
as secretary at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church (Wadena) 
for 20 years. 

She cherished every 
grandbaby, snuggling them 
close in her rocking chair 
and as they grew, loved 
spending time blowing 
bubbles, doing puzzles and 
playing games, especially 
cards.

Judy is survived by her 
devoted husband, Larry; 
three daughters:  Amy 
(Mike) Verlennich, Kari 
(Adam) Judd and Penny 
(Steve) Statema; 20 grand-
children, Nikolas, Izak, 
Gabrielle, Izabella, Jediah, 

Judah, Ezra, Anastasia, 
Zebulun, Zofia,  Elijah, 
Eliya, Enoch, Elizabeth, 
Ariella, Eleanor, Noah, 
Hanna, Emma and Laura; 
o n e  g re at - g r a n d ch i l d ; 
one brother, Roger (Gail) 
Negaard; two sisters, Joyce 
Baird and Janell (George) 
Sweet; five sisters-in-law, 
Pat Negaard, Joan Negaard, 
Linda (Ed) Stamper, LuAnn 
Miller and Bunee Amble. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; five 
brothers, Ken (Patty), Jim, 
Ron (Phyllis), Gary and 
David Negaard; one broth-
er-in-law, Bill Baird and two 
grandsons, Samuel Judd 
and Joseph Verlennich. 

Those who knew Judy 
will remember her good 
nature, cheerful smile, 
caring heart and dedication 
to her family and friends. 
Her thoughtful deeds leave 
many treasured memories. 
While her presence in this 
life will be deeply missed, 
Judy’s love and legacy will 
live on in the hearts of  all 
who knew her. 

Arrangements are by 
the Brenny Family Funeral 
Chapel.
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Judy Knosalla

Memorial services for 
David Kajer will be held 
Thursday, August 20, 2026 at 
11:00 a.m. at Faith Lutheran 
Church in Staples with 
Pastor Robert Drake offi-
ciating. Visitation will be 
held beginning at 10:00 
a.m. Lunch will be served 
following the service at the 
church. 

David Shawn Kajer was 
born January 26, 1964 to 
Tom Kajer and Madelyn 
(Saverino) Kajer in New 
Prague. After his father’s 
divorce and remarriage, 
he was legally adopted by 
Lisa Brooker Kajer in 1977. 
David spent most of  his 
younger years in Staples 
where he enjoyed working 
on the family’s farm (rais-
ing pumpkins and squash), 
riding bike and learning 
how to wrestle. When his 
parents joined a foreign 
aide project in 1982, he 
stayed in Staples for his 
senior year with the Don 
and Mary Dravis family. 
He graduated co-valedic-
torian and attended NDSU 
to earn a Bachelor of  Sci-
ence degree in Business 
Administration. When he 
graduated, he became the 
manager at the Sioux Falls 
branch of  Western/Allied 
Building Products.  He 
loved developing quotes but 
hated doing collections.

David’s hobbies included 
fitness and strength train-
ing, canoeing the Crow 
Wing River, riding motor-
cycles, running, tennis 
and hiking. He loved scuba 
diving and completed his 
diving certification in Sri 
Lanka. However, his favor-
ite sport was wrestling, 
which he enjoyed during 
high school and was a 
member of  the state wres-
tling championship team in 
1981.

He married the love of  
his life, Wendy Hom, in 
1989. David and Wendy had 
three wonderful children: 
Josh, Jordyn and Jaden. 
David enjoyed hiking with 
Josh on Superstition Moun-
tain and eagerly encour-

aged him when he sold 
Boy Scout popcorn. He was 
always proud of  Jordyn’s 
academic diligence and suc-
cess and loved watching her 
play softball. He was sup-
portive and smiling when 
he watched Jaden’s skate 
and snowboarding You-
Tube videos and enjoyed 
watching him play baseball.

In 1999, David was diag-
nosed with Multiple Sclero-
sis which changed his life, 
and began his long battle 
with the disease. He moved 
back to Staples in 2021, fol-
lowing his divorce. While 
he was able he enjoyed time 
at the family cabin, trike 
rides to Dower Lake and 
canoe trips. As he became 
less mobile, he enjoyed his 
favorite shows, visits from 
friends and family and his 
hardy laugh was conta-
gious to all who cared for 
him.

He is survived by his 
father, Thomas Kajer; his 
mother, Lisa Kajer; his 
biological mother, Made-
lyn (Gary) Verhaeghe; two 
brothers, Jason (Adoree) 
Kajer and Philip (Dawn) 
Verhaeghe; three sisters, 
Kristin (Ken) Kajer-Cline, 
Tanyele  (John Fuchs) 
Kajer and Margaret (Tony 
Sheppard) Pearson; three 
children, Joshua (Ellie) 
Kajer, Jordyn Kajer and 
Jaden Kajer; one grandson, 
Dawson Kajer; Wendy Hom 
Kajer, and many nieces and 
nephews. 

David is preceded in 
death by his grandparents, 
one cousin, Dan Kajer and 
one aunt, Sister Kathleen 
Kajer.

Arrangements are by the  
Brenny Family Funeral 
Chapel, Staples.
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David Kajer
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Alison Medeck of  the 
Economic All iance of  
Wadena County told the 
Staples Economic Devel-
opment Authority (SEDA) 
about a housing study pro-
posal she is exploring.

Medeck said Maxfield 
Research and Consulting 
has offered to do a full hous-
ing study for all of  Wadena 
County and she has asked 
them to include all of  the 
city of  Staples, even though 
only a portion of  the city is 
in Wadena County. She said 
this study would be more 
detailed than the one that 
the county conducted in 
2021. Medeck said housing 
studies usually are only 
effective over a five year 
span, so it is time to do 
another one anyway.

Medeck said one of  the 
main reasons to do a hous-
ing study is the need for 
student housing for col-
lege students. The city of  
Wadena has MState and 
Staples has Central Lakes 
College.

“Minnesota State has 
student housing concerns 
and they want to do a stu-
dent housing project,” said 

Medeck, “they would add 
this to the study.”

The SEDA Board agreed 
that the city would be inter-
ested in the housing study 
if  it includes all of  Staples.

In addition, Medeck said 
the Wadena Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority 
has qualified for $200,000 to 
be used for housing projects 
in the county. That amount 
does not go far in building 
housing, but Medeck said 
they could use it to get 
housing projects started, or 
another option is that other 
counties have added fund-
ing to their HRA funds.

City expansion
The SEDA discussed 

expanding the city through 
h o u s i n g  a n d  t h r o u g h 
annexation.

City Administrator Jerel 
Nelsen told the board that 
they are making plans to 
start platting housing lots 
of  2.5 acres or more on land 
east of  the Valley View sub-
division. Nelsen said the 
city owns 60 acres of  land 
in that area, but not all of  
it is buildable because of  
wetland. 

Nelsen said the proposal 
would plat larger lots near 
12th Street NE, which is a 

gravel road at that point. 
The city would not send 
water and wastewater lines 
to that site, so anyone build-
ing a home would have to 
have their own well and 
septic system.

Nelsen showed one map 
that could be a possibil-
ity for home plats. Board 
member Shane Tappe said 
they should not cut down 
trees to build the city street 
through the new subdivi-
sion, he thought people 
would like to build among 
the trees on their lots.

Board member Lisa 
Bjerga said she knows 
people are looking for 
larger home lots, but find-
ing 80 acre homes, which is 
more than what they want.

Tappe agreed that a lot 
of  people are looking for 
lots of  four to five acres, 
enough to build a home and 
a shed.

Later in the meeting, the 
SEDA Board talked about 
the possibility of  annex-
ation of  land for the city 
to expand businesses and 
for building homes. Board 
member Doug Case noted 
that the city currently has 
very little developable 
property for businesses or 
homes.

SEDA in favor of new 
housing study

By Mark Anderson
Publisher

With the recent resigna-
tion of  Economic Develop-
ment Director Jim Hanson, 
Staples City Administrator 
Jerel Nelsen said the city is 
starting the process of  find-
ing a new director.

The Staples Economic 
D e v e l o p m e n t  Au t h o r -
ity (SEDA) discussed the 
position at their July 28 
meeting. Nelsen said the 
company that assists with 
their search, David Drown 
and Associates, no longer 
has a provision to revise the 
search if  the director they 
find leaves within a year. 
Nelsen said there may be a 
search fee of  $3,000 and he 
will see if  the city can get 
a grant from Sourcewell for 
that search.

The SEDA Board dis-
cussed alternate formats for 
the economic developer job. 
Board member Doug Case 
pointed out that the position 
started with the school dis-
trict and was shared by the 
city and school, with Dick 

Donat and Jim Hofer doing 
the development. He said 
the school stopped doing it 
when the Motley and Sta-
ples districts combined and 
the contract went to Fresh-
water, before the City of  
Staples took over economic 
development on their own.

Case wondered if  it was 
possible to partner with 
Todd County or Wadena 
County, both of  which have 
a separate economic devel-
opment organization.

Board  member  Lisa 
Bjerga pointed out that 
another local group, LEAP, 
also has connections within 
the community.

Bjerga asked if  the eco-
nomic development position 
needed to be full time, or if  
local organizations could 
assist. She also asked if  the 
position should emphasize 
housing, pointing out that 
it has become the biggest 
need for people coming to 
the area. She said Lakewood 
Health System has hired 300 
people in the last few years, 
all of  them needing housing 
in the area.

C i t y  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
Jerel Nelsen said the posi-
tion could be split up. He 
pointed out that there are 
local people with marketing 
expertise and others with 
housing expertise, so it 
doesn’t have to be the same 
person doing both aspects 
of  the position.

Nelsen said with the 
amount of  time it takes to 
hire a new director, it could 
be September or October 
before they get a new eco-
nomic development direc-
tor. He said if  the board 
wants to reshape the posi-
tion in any way, they could 
discuss it at their next meet-
ing and their directions 
could be used in the inter-
view process.

Economic developer position 
could have new direction

By Mark Anderson
Publisher

The City of  Staples 
agreed to sell two lots in the 
Valley View subdivision to a 
developer out of  the Brain-
erd area who has promised 
to build two spec homes on 
the properties.

The developer offered 
$23,000 to purchase the lots, 
which is about $4,800 less 
than the price the city had 
set of  70 cents per square 
foot. Council member Doug 
Case questioned whether 
they should allow a lower 
price, asking if  they accept 
this lower offer, would they 
continue to lower the price 
for future purchases.

Council member John 
Jewison said the 70 cents is 
a starting point, not carved 
in stone.

M ayo r  Ro n  M u r r ay 
added that if  the city 
rejected this offer and sent 
a counter-offer, they might 
lose the sale or they might 
end up with another offer 

with a $2,000 gain, which 
wouldn’t be a big difference.

The council voted to 
approve the sale of  the two 
lots for the price offered. 

There are currently 16 
homes in the Valley View 
neighborhood.

CIP
The council approved 

the city’s Capital Improve-
ment Plan (CIP) that maps 
out large expenditures in 
city budgets for the next 
five years. The biggest 
items include $150,000 for 
stree overlays every year.

In 2027, the city has bud-
geted $120,000 to extend 
Park Ave. NE from 3rd 
Street NE to Airport Road. 
They also are planning 
$225,000 for a new light 
shop building, $130,000 for 
a new digger-derrick gruck, 
and $100,000 to put under-
ground electric cables on 
8th Street NE to replace the 
above-ground wires.

In 2028, the city plans 
to upgrade the fire hall 

exterior and start more 
improvements to the Sta-
ples Community Center, as 
the sales tax profits build 
up. City Administrator 
Jerel Nelsen said the city 
is receiving more money 
from the sales tax than they 
were anticipating, whic 
will allow them to do the 
community center proj-
ects right away instead of  
getting bonds and paying 
interest on it.

In 2029, the city is looking 
at a new fire pumper truck 
that would cost $750,000, 
and also have listed a park 
expansion for $100,000, to 
expand the Dower Lake 
Recreation Area. Another 
far out goal for 2030 is the 
building of  an amphithe-
ater at Northern Pacific 
Park.

I n  o t h e r  n ew s,  t h e 
council approved a home 
occupation permit for Jac-
quelyn Thelen to conduct 
a dog grooming business at 
311 2nd Street NE.

City sells two home lots

Recent reports from the 
Todd County Sheriff’s Office 
(TCSO) included:

July 23, 2026: Evening 
hours, TCSO received a 911 
call of  a one vehicle crash 
near the intersection of  Cty 
Rd 7 and 301st Ave, Fawn 
Lake Township. Brody Shaw, 
20, of  rural Staples, was 
traveling north on Cty Rd 7, 
when he lost control of  his 
2001 Chevrolet truck and 
rolled. Shaw was able to exit 
the vehicle with minor inju-
ries. The vehicle sustained 
serious damage.

Shaw was evaluated on 
scene by medical personnel. 
Alcohol is believed to be a 
factor. TCSO was assisted by 
Scott’s Southtown, Staples 
and Lakewood Ambulance 
Service, Staples.

July 19, 2026: Approx. 9:39 
p.m. TCSO responded to an 

ATV crash in rural Brow-
erville. The driver of  the 
ATV sustained serious inju-
ries and was transported 
to the Long Prairie hospi-
tal. Assisting were Brower-
ville Fire Dept, Browerville 
Ambulance. This crash 
remains under investiga-
tion.

Ju l y  6 ,  2 0 2 6 :  T C S O 
responded to a one vehicle 
rollover on Cty Rd 79, north 
of  Lagos Rd, rural Brow-
erville. Deputies arrived 
on scene and spoke with a 
neighbor who witnessed the 
crash. The driver was a juve-
nile female from Long Prai-
rie who sustained minor 
injuries and was wearing a 
seatbelt at the time of  the 
crash. Browerville Ambu-
lance and Petrie’s Towing 
assisted on scene.

Todd Cty Sheriff’s 
report

Advertising 
(classified and display), 

copy, public notices, 
letters to the editor, etc.:

DEADLINE
Friday noon

The Staples World office,
224 4th St. NE, is 

open every weekday, 8 a.m. - noon. 
•For afternoon availability, 

call 218-894-1112.
Regular advertising and copy 

deadline is Friday, noon.

The office closes at noon on Friday.

moved to 207 4th St. NE

Across from the old Staples Theatre marquee

Steve’s Auto Salvage
& G&L Service

218-445-6885 • Located in Verndale at Steve’s Auto

•Tires (New & Used)
•Tubes •Belts

•AG Tires •Bulbs •Oil •Antifreeze
•Used Auto Parts

Essentia Health is now 
offering sports physicals 
for high school students 
preparing for the upcom-
ing athletic season. These 
exams help ensure stu-
dent-athletes meet the nec-
essary health requirements 
for participation in school 
sports programs.

The sports physicals 
will be offered from 9-11 
a.m. on Thursday, Aug. 6, 
at the Essentia Health St. 
Joseph’s-Staples Clinic. 

There is no charge for 
these physicals. Minors 
must be accompanied by a 
parent or guardian. 

Students are encouraged 
to complete their sports 
physicals early to accom-
modate busy pre-season 
timelines and ensure they 
are ready to participate in 
this year’s sports season.

A sports physical is valid 
for three years in Minne-
sota. Forms are available 
online at mshsl.org.

Essentia Health 
offering free 
sports physicals

The Staples-Motley Summer Recreation program 
received a $3,000 donation from the Staples Host Li-
ons Club. Lion Bob Schafer holds the check with Sta-
ples-Motley Community Education coordinator Zack 
Qual.

Lions give to summer rec

The Staples Host Lions Club donated $500 to 
the SPARKS mentoring program, represented by Rosie 
Blessing and Justin Thorne. Right is Bob Schafer of the 
Lions Club.

Lions donate to SPARKS

Todd County Health & 
Human Services partici-
pates in the Minnesota Vac-
cines for Children (MnVFC) 
program and is able to offer 
free or low-cost vaccines 
for eligible children age 
18 years and younger. This 
helps ensure that children 
are vaccinated on time by 
not letting the cost of  vac-
cines prevent a parent or 
guardian from having their 
child receive recommended 
vaccines. Vaccinating on 
time means healthier chil-
dren, families, and commu-
nities.

Children age 0 through 
18 years who meet at least 
one of  the following criteria 
are eligible to receive vac-
cines through the MnVFC 
program:

• Medicaid eligible - A 
child who is eligible for 
the Medicaid program. In 
Minnesota this includes 
programs such as Medical 
Assistance, MinnesotaCare 
and Prepaid Medical Assis-
tance Plan

• Uninsured - A child 
who has no health insur-
ance coverage.

• American Indian or 
Alaska Native

• Underinsured
Underinsured means the 

child has health insurance, 
but it doesn’t cover certain 
vaccines (children are eligi-
ble for vaccines not covered 
by insurance), or covers 
vaccines but has a fixed 
dollar limit or cap for vac-
cines. Once that fixed dollar 
amount is reached, a child 
is eligible.

Underinsured children 
are eligible to receive vac-
cines at one of  these public 
clinics: local public health 
clinics (LPH), Federally 
Qualified Health Centers 
(FQHC), Rural Health Cen-
ters (RHC), Indian Health 
Service (IHS), and tribal 
health clinics.

To schedule an immuni-
zation appointment or for 
more information call Todd 
County Health & Human 
Services at 320-732-4500.

Low and no cost 
shots for children

Friends who worked together at 3M 
in Staples a while back met for lunch at 
Tower Pizza in Staples July 29, reminisc-
ing about the good ‘ol days and catching 

up on each others’ lives. From left, Ron 
Hines, Pillager; Mike Koppes and Roddy 
Sams, both of Staples. (Staples World 
photo by Dawn Timbs)

Work friends reunite
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Place your Classified Ad 
for only $800/wk.

Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat in the weekend

taples orldS W
S
u
n
d
a
y

Both publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DeaDline:  5 p.m. Monday

 $985
/wk.

Your ad will appear Wednesday in the

and Saturday in the  

Deadline: Friday at Noon

Mailing address for checks:
Staples World
P.O. Box 100
Staples, MN  56479

Now
takiNg

applicatioNs

EEO/AA Motley, Minn.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley
tenant must be income 

eligible, 62 years or 
older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, 

sewer, electric 
provided.

Call Rosie Talberg, Manager at:
320-468-2303

Looking for a
good deal?

Check out the 
Staples
World

Classifieds

Prairie View Neighborhood
2 AND 3 BEDROOM HOMES  

FOR SALE IN STAPLES
• TWO STALL GARAGES
• LANDSCAPED YARDS
• COMPETITIVE PRICES

CALL MICHELLE
218-326-6098

MIKE IVES REALTY
www.prairieviewneighborhood.com

2 NEW
HOMES NOW
AVAILABLE

607
Houses for Sale

CONSTRUCTION
P RO F E S S I O NA L

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Staples World 5bThursday, October 22, 2009Classifieds

• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 

DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTO
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Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/internet. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.

cl
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PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
9-
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Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
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Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

RESIDENTIAL AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIAL 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

CELL 218-838-0581

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

classif. weekly folder on public: 2024 SD changed wk#41   6X10.25”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE 

Ultimate Septic Service LLC 
David Odden - Owner/Operator 

Services:
•Septic Pumping •Jetting 

•Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic 

pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

218-296-5006
Mandi Polito
Accountant

mandipolito1384@gmail.com
138 4th St., Staples, MN 56479
PO Box 95, Staples, MN 56479

Mandi’s Accounting Services
Tax Prep • Bookkeeping • Payroll

•Financial PlanningCONSTRUCTION
P RO F E S S I O NA L

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 

DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service
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Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/internet. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.

cl
25

tf
c

PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
9-

12
c
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Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
39

tf
c

Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

RESIDENTIAL AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIAL 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

CELL 218-838-0581

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

classif. weekly folder on public: 2024 SD changed wk#41   6X10.25”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE 

Ultimate Septic Service LLC 
David Odden - Owner/Operator 

Services:
•Septic Pumping •Jetting 

•Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic 

pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

218-296-5006
Mandi Polito
Accountant

mandipolito1384@gmail.com
138 4th St., Staples, MN 56479
PO Box 95, Staples, MN 56479

Mandi’s Accounting Services
Tax Prep • Bookkeeping • Payroll

•Financial Planning

Asphalt Paving • Excavating •Driveways
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel •Rock 

Black Dirt • Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling
Landscaping • Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

                                     Week of August 2, 2026             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

        
MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

SERVICES

WANTED TO BUYEMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED

COOKS HELPER POSITIONS 
Annandale Public Schools. 3 open for 
the 2026-27 school year. Assists with all 
functions in the kitchen including; pre-
paring food, serving meals, dishwashing
and cleaning food service areas. Hours 
are Monday-Friday. 4 hours per day 
at the High School. 5.5 hours per day 
at the Elementary School. 6.5 hours 
per day at the Elementary School. 171 
Days/Year Salary Range $12.45-$18.80 
www.applitrack.com/isd876/onlineapp/

WEST CENTRAL ROOFING 
in Willmar is hiring roofi ng laborers 
for commercial fl at roofs. $22-$26/hr. 
+ benefi ts. Apply today: 320/235-8748 
www.westcentralroofi ng.net/roofi ng-careers

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

REPAIRING OR 
REPLACING APPLIANCES 

and home systems like heating and 
cooling can be costly. A home war-
ranty plan can help. Start saving and get 
30% off  any plan today. Workmanship 
Guarantee included. Terms apply. Call 
Cinch Home Services 855/887-4521

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

NO MORE 
CLEANING OUT GUTTERS 

Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a 
no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 888/755-5761 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Get 15% off  your 
entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors 
get an additional 10% off . Limited time 
only. Restrictions apply, see represen-
tative for warranty and off er details.

SAFE STEP
 

North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 1.3 million readers!!! 612-332-8844SAVE MONEY!

Call your local newspaper 
or MNA 612/332-8844

to fi nd out how you can save 
money by placing your 

advertisement here!

   GARAGE SALE (4 
FAMILIES): Household 
items, clothing, toys, decor, 
small furniture. Marlene 
Finck. Thurs., Aug. 6, 9 
a.m.-6 p.m., Fri., Aug. 7, 
9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat., Aug. 
8, 9 a.m.-noon. 1120 6th 
Street NE, Staples, MN 
                                     32x-33p

   MULTI-FAMILY GA-
RAGE SALE: Thurs., 
Aug. 13, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Fri., Aug. 14, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. 16994 Wilderness Dr., 
Staples. Approx. 10 miles 
north of  Staples. Watch for 
signs.  33x-34p

GaraGe SaleS
701

   GARAGE SALE (4 
FAMILIES): Household 
items, clothing, toys, 
decor, small furniture. 
Marlene Finck. Thurs., 
Aug. 6, 9 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Fri., Aug. 7, 9 a.m.-6 
p.m., Sat., Aug. 8, 9 
a.m.-noon. 1120 6th 
Street NE, Staples, MN 
                                    32x-33p

   MULTI-FAMILY GA-
RAGE SALE: Thurs., 
Aug. 13, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Fri., Aug. 14, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. 16994 Wilderness 
Dr., Staples. Approx. 10 
miles north of  Staples. 
Watch for signs.  33x-34p

GaraGe 
SaleS

701

Antiques, collectibles, jewelery, artwork, 
fishing, hunting, tools, furniture, books, 

housewares, kitchenware, linens, clothing, footwear, 

books, appliances, DVDs, VHS, vinyl records and more.

Volunteers needed
Donations, call Penny at 218-820-1919

Downtown Longbella’s store

107
ServiceS & 
employment

205
Help Wanted

Have creative flare? 
Strive for details? Con-
sider the Staples World, 
your locally owned, com-
munity newspaper: Ad-
vertising, copy, page layout, 
special projects, + more. 
Submit resumé to Staples 
World, PO Box 100, Staples, 
MN 56479 or email editor@
staplesworld.com. Physical 
address: 207 4th St. NE, Sta-
ples, across from the old Sta-
ples Theatre marquee.

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

PAUL DRAKE TREE 
SERVICE, SINCE 1978: 
General, lot clearing, storm 
damage clean-up, stump 
grinding, brushing, 55 ft. 
bucket truck. 218-894-2871, 
Staples. 20tfc

For Sale
             301 

Good Things 
To Eat

Wanted to 
Buy
501

Miscellaneous
JUNK CARS & TRUCKS. 

218-639-5509.                33-34c

real eState
602

Apartments 
for Rent

FOR RENT
Japke’s North 8th Street

Mini Storage
218-884-9356

6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

cl27tfc

Run same ad for sweet 
corn

bill to CLC Ag and Ener-
gy Center

2 weeks? do what they did 
last year

email Tammy Rick

week

U-PICK
Sweet Corn

$5/dozen
•Available Now•

Call Melody, 218-894-5123
Central Lakes College,
Ag & Energy Center,

Staples. Watch for signs.

cl35-36c
cl33-34c

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL 
218-296-5031

Under new ownership

We are accepting 
applications for 2 and 3 
bedroom townhomes in 
Staples, a community 

you can get attached to. 
Rent based on income. 

Now professionally 
managed by

Income guidelines apply.
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FRESHWATER 
EDUCATION 

DISTRICT #6004
Board Meeting
June 24, 2026

Wadena, MN 

MINUTES
The Freshwater Edu-

c a t i o n  D i s t r i c t  G o v -
e r n i n g  B o a rd  m e t  i n 
regular session on Wednes-
day, 6/24/2026, at the FED 
Admin Office in Wadena. 
Chair R. Huttunen called 
the meeting to order at 5:00 
p.m.

Board members pres-
ent: R. Huttunen (Sebeka), 
B. Tumberg (Wadena-Deer 
Creek), S. Veronen (Vern-
dale), J. Hillmer (Brower-
ville), R. VanDenheuvel 
(Bertha-Hewitt), R. Thal-
mann (Henning), R. Wright 
(Staples-Motley), and C. 
Wolf  (Long Prairie-Grey 
Eagle). Absent: K. Howard 
(Menahga). Supt. S. Ved-
braaten (Browerville). FED 
Admin: E. Weber, J. Ander-
son, and S. Thiel. Others in 
attendance: P. Brownlow, R. 
Bowman, J. Osberg, and A. 
Wahlin.

The Board approved 
the meeting agenda and 
the consent agenda, which 
included previous meet-
ing minutes, payment of  
bills, summer Targeted 
Services/Credit Recovery 
ag reements,  personnel 
actions, FY27 operating 
contract renewals, and var-
ious service agreements.

The Board received 
reports on district opera-
tions, including:

• Summer cleaning proj-
ects at district facilities.

• Hail damage to the 
WALC roof  and siding.

• Twenty Targeted Ser-

vices summer programs 
currently operating.

• SPED service updates, 
legislative and financial 
reports.

•  S u p t .  E .  We b e r 
expressed his appreciation 
for the opportunity to serve 
the Freshwater Education 
District.

The Board approved the 
following action items:

• 25-27 Paraeducator/
RVR Driver Master Agree-
ment.

• Revisions to Policy 
400.13L, effective 7/1/26.

• FY27 budget and assess-
ment manual.

•  Mem o r a n du m s o f  
Understanding with the 
T-I & Paraeducator/RVR 
Driver bargaining units.

• FY27 PAWN associate 
membership agreements.

• Appointment of  Ex. 
Director P. Brownlow and 
Admin Assistant S. Thiel 
as (IOwA) for MDE.

• 26/27 Academies and 
ALC Student Handbooks.

• Transitional Ex. Direc-
tor contract.

• Authorized bank sign-
ers and electronic fund 
transfer authorizations for 
Fiscal Year 2027.

As part of  the annual 
organizational business, 
Chair Huttunen appointed 
Supt. D. Fjeldheim and S. 
Vedbraaten as Supervis-
ing Supts. effective 7/1/26. 
The Board also expressed 
its appreciation to Supt. L. 
Westrum for his leadership 
and service.

The meeting adjourned 
at 5:30 p.m.

Respectifully submitted,
Barb Tumberg, 
Board Clerk
                                       33pnc

Freshwater 
Education District

NOTICE
BECKER TOWNSHIP 
AUGUST MEETING

Due to primary elec-
tion rules Becker Town-
ship will hold their 
August 11, 2026, meeting 
at 4:00 p.m.

Mary Fitcher, Clerk
Becker Township
                                 32-33pnc

NOTICE
WADENA COUNTY

BOARD OF 
ADJUSTMENT
APPEAL FOR 

VARIANCE

Notice is hereby given 
that on Thursday, the 20th 
day of  August, 2026 at 7:00 
p.m., in the Multi-purpose 
room of  the Wadena County 
Courthouse, located at: 415 
Jefferson Street S, Wadena, 
MN, the Board of  Adjust-
ment will hold a public 
hearing on the application 
of  Orville and Marjorie 
Meyer, for a variance on 
property located at: 29034 
Warner Road, Staples, 
MN 56479, and described 
as S1/2 E1/4 SE1/4 SE1/4, 
Section 31, Township 134 
North, Range 32 West, Tho-
mastown East Township, 
located in an A-3 General 
Agriculture District.

A p p l i c a t i o n ,  i f  

approved, would allow an 
additional split of  a 1/4 1/4 
Section for the purpose of  
constructing a new home 
site.

All persons interested 
are invited to attend said 
hearing and be heard of  
this matter. An agenda for 
the meeting and associated 
materials can be found on 
the County website calen-
dar at www.co.wadena.
mn.us, scrolling to the 
bottom of  the page, and 
clicking on the calendar 
date. Written correspon-
dence must be received by 
the Wadena County Zoning 
Office, 415 Jefferson St. 
S.,  Room 234, Wadena, 
MN 56482 by 12:00 P.M. on 
the day of  the hearing in 
order to be accepted, and 
must include the full 
name and address of  
the person sending the 
correspondence in order 
to be accepted for pre-
sentation to the Adjust-
ment Board at the public 
hearing. The correspon-
dence may be submitted in 
person, by U.S. Mail, or by 
e-mail to the Zoning Office 
but it MUST include the 
required information.

Wadena County 
Board of  Adjustment
                                     33pnc

Public Notices

Whoʼs watching 
out for you?

NEWSPAPERS!
Naturally.

Eighty percent of people polled believe that governments 
should be required to publish public notices in 

newspapers. But for years, government has tried to “hide” 
public notices by either posting them on government 

websites only, or by not publishing them at all.

Newspapers across the country are fi ghting for 
YOUR right to that information. Th at’s our job.

Keep public notices public.
Keep them in newspapers.

Support your local newspaper.

• SOURCE: 2011 Readership Survey by National Newspaper Association.

Above, Erik Neznik and Jason Franzen entertain 
crowds at Northern Pacific Park in Staples for Music in 
the Park on Aug. 2, sponsored by the Staples Motley 
Area Arts Council. Below, the July 26 concert by Kevin 

Klimek and the Sideliners was moved indoors to Faith Lu-
theran Church due to extreme heat of over 90 degrees. 
The Aug. 9 concert will be Eric E. performing at Motley 
Veterans Park. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Music in the Park draws crowds

Trails committee members, hiking club participants 
and volunteers gathered at the Legacy Arboretum in 
Staples to put together picnic tables and benches, pur-

chased with a grant from Lakewood Health System at the 
new pavillion built near the pond by the Staples Rotary 
Club. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Community effort for arboretum amenities
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showed that her brother had not opened 
the security box since 2006, according to 
the complaint. Investigators reviewed foot-
age of  Gaida and her mother accessing the 
security box a few days after her brother’s 
death. The footage showed them taking a 
folded piece of  paper from an envelope in 
the box.

The investigator determined that the 
quit claim deed that was submitted was a 
later form that was not in existence in 2006.

Gaida’s computer was searched and 
investigators say they found a quit claim 
deed in a file. Gaida told them she was look-
ing it up because she was thinking about 
her own assets after her brother’s death.

According to the complaint, Gaida said 
the document was signed by her brother 
and she notarized it for him. She said 
her mother kept the document. She said 
she didn’t know where her mother had it, 
which is why she told them it was in the 
safety deposit box. She told investigators 

that the document was not forged.
The Minnesota Bureau of  Criminal 

Apprehension closed an investigation of  
the notary signature after looking into it, 
finding no crime had been committed.

Looking at Gaida’s computer, investiga-
tors found quit claim deed forms that were 
saved a month after her brother’s death, 
including the same type of  form that was 
submitted. They found that a quit claim 
deed had been filled out on the computer.

The complaint mentions that Gaida’s 
brother had medical debts from having 
cancer before he died, which could be a 
motivation to file the quit claim deed so his 
family wouldn’t have to pay his debts using 
his property.

The complaint was signed by Sheriff  
Michael Allen and prosecuting attorney 
Keelan Ryan, a Ramsey County attorney 
who was appointed for this case to avoid a 
conflict of  interest.

learned of  the job opening 
for Activities/Community 
Ed. Director and decided to 
apply. He’s glad he did.

Since coming on board 
with District 2170, Wood 
said he’s been impressed 
with not only the school’s 
athletics, but their fine 
arts as well. Wood went on 
to note the strong speech 
and music programs at Sta-
ples-Motley. 

He hopes to help con-
tinue to grow all of  the 
school’s activities, as well 
as programs and classes 
within Community Edu-
cation. “Do we need to 
add things?” Wood won-
dered. He would love to see 
more people of  all ages get 
involved with community 
ed.  A new brochure will 
be coming out soon, with 
a variety of  adult classes 
offered, Wood said.

 When asked what he 
appreciates most about his 
work, Wood said he loves 
helping prepare kids as 
they start out in a sport, and 
then seeing the progress 
they make along the way. 

He’s looking forward to 
the start of  fall activities 
and getting to know more 
students of  all ages along 
the way.

Wood lives in St. Cloud 
with his wife, Carly, and 
their son Bo, who’s two-and-
a-half. “He loves baseball 
and super heroes,” Wood 
said. They also have a dog 
named Griffey, which com-

pletes their family.
Wood’s office is located at 

The Nest on 3rd Street NE 
in Staples. For more infor-
mation call 218-894-5400 or 
email activities@isd2170.
org.

In other matters the 
school board:

o APPROVED the resig-
nations of  Holton Truax, 
junior high football coach; 
Darren Holst, head softball 
coach; Kristi Larsen, NEST 
assistant; Noah Larson, 
NEST assistant;  Brian 
Mitts, MS/HS paraprofes-
sional;  Dillen Avenson, MS/
HS paraprofessional.

o APPROVED the hiring 
of  Gary Erickson, bus 
driver; Daniel Pagan, cus-
todian; Lori Miller, MS/
HS paraprofessional; Gary 
Sampson, bus driver.

o APPROVED a resolu-
tion to accept grants and 
donations in the amount of  
$5,811.52.

o HEARD the  f inan-
cial report from Ellie Hill, 
Director of  Finance and 
approved the June disburse-
ments and receipts.

o HEARD a Cabinet 
Presentation from Joe 
Brandsma, Technolog y 
Director, who noted a major 
inventory of  all IT devices 
taking place during the 
summer. He went on to 
report that there were 950 
devices across the school 
that needed maintenance. 
The elementary school’s 
devices were complete, and 

now they were working on 
the high school’s.

o APPROVED the 2026 
Fall Coaches List which 
includes:

o FOOTBALL coaches 
Drew Potter, head coach; 
Paul Mithun, Corey Law-
rence, asst. coaches; Steve 
Jennissen, Jace Thompson, 
Tony Schotzko, MS coaches

o VOLLEYBALL coaches 
Gretchen Bestland, head 
coach; Cy Bestland, Erin 
Po t t e r,  a s s t .  c o a c h e s ; 
Katrina Fligge, MS coach

o  C RO S S  C O U N T RY 
coaches Bruce Fuhrman, 
head coach; Ashley Orth, 
asst. coach; Allison Vags-
ness, MS coach

o TENNIS Coaches Nico-
lette Paskewitz, head coach; 
Katie Noska, asst. coach; 
Staci Schultz, MS coach.

o APPROVED, in a roll 
call vote, adopting the fiscal 
year 2028 Long-Term Facil-
ities Maintenance 10-year 
plan.

o APPROVED in a roll 
call vote a resolution calling 
for school board election in 
conjunction with the gen-
eral election on Nov 3, 2026

o HEARD reports from 
Ryan Koenigs, elementary 
principal; Debbie Ferdon, 
MS/HS principal ;  and 
Shane Tappe, superinten-
dent.

o HELD a closed session 
for a performance review 
for Superintendent Tappe.

The Legacy Arboretum committee 
has installed a number of benches and 
picnic tables in the nature area. This 
bench is below the little hill near Airport 
Road. Two more benches were put on 

top of the hill for hikers able to get up the 
incline. This photo was taken as the sky 
was glowing from the sunset. (Staples 
World photo by Mark Anderson)

Sunset glow from three bench hill

WOOD continued from page 1a
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Auditor/treasurer says document was signed by brother

The Morrison County 
Sheriff’s Office reports that 
on Aug. 1, at approximately 
2:31 a.m., they received a 
report of  a vehicle versus 
train accident on East 6th 
Street in the city of  Randall.

According to the Sheriff’s 
Office, 62-year-old James 

Pogreba of  Cushing was 
driving on East 6th Street 
when his vehicle stalled 
on the railroad tracks. 
Pogreba was able to get out 
of  the vehicle prior to his 
vehicle getting struck by an 
Amtrak train. Pogreba was 
hit with debris from the 

crash and was airlifted to St. 
Cloud Hospital by Life Link 
III with unknown injuries.

The Morrison County 
Sheriff’s Office was assisted 
at the scene by Randall 
Fire and Rescue, Life Link 
III and Mayo Clinic Ambu-
lance.

Cushing man sustains unknown 
injuries in car/train accident


