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Letters: Readers are encouraged to express their views by writing letters to the 
editor. Letters are verified for authenticity, so please include a name, address and 

phone number. Only the author’s name and city will be published. Letters may 
be edited for spelling and grammar errors, libel, length and other factors. Private 

thanks, solicitations and libelous letters will not be published. Letters are printed on 
a space available basis. The editor reserves the right to reject letters. 

The deadline is 5 p.m. Monday. Opinions expressed on this page 
do not necessarily represent the views of this newspaper.

Fairness: The Staples World tries conscientiously to report fairly and accurately. If 
you feel we fall short of this objective at any time, please direct your complaint

to the manager whose name appears on this page. If we cannot resolve our differ-
ences, we would welcome you to register your complaint with the Minnesota News 
Council, an organization which has our complete support. Call 612-341-9357.
Note to Advertisers: Advertisers should check their ad following first publica-
tion. This newspaper shall not be liable for failure to publish an ad or for the typo-
graphic error or errors in publication except to the extent of the cost of the ad for 
the first day’s insertion. Adjustment for errors is limited to the cost of that portion of 
the ad wherein the error occurred. The publisher reserves the right to cancel any 
advertisement at any time.
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Fargo area • Staples and Motley area

Today the Staples World 
is opening a new “Win-
dow on the World,” the 

World Wide Web, that is.
Our news website at 

www.staplesworld.com 
went live this morning, 
April 2,  at 
7 a.m. Now 
y o u  c a n 
read the 
news  and 
s e e  t h e 
photos we 
w o r k  t o 
p r o d u c e 
for you in our print edition  
on your computers in our 
online edition.

Our online edition will 
have the same sections or-
ganized in ways that are 
already familiar to you: 
News, Crow Wing Cur-
rents, Life Currents, Cur-
rent Happenings, Opinion, 
Public Notices, Sports and 
Classifi eds.

In addition, you can 
place a classifi ed ad online 
using your credit card and 
our secure server. Just click 
on “Classified Orders” on 
the left side of  the screen 
under “Services.”

Also using your credit 
card and our secure server, 
you’ll be able to subscribe 
online to our print edition 
or our online edition. After 
the fi rst month certain on-
line sections will be avail-
able by subscription only. 

For the time being all 
ads pubished in our print 
issue will also be posted 
online. 

One feature of  our web-
site that I’m really excited 
about is our Event Calen-
dar. 

This will really be a 
community calendar, your 
calendar. I expect the Sta-
ples Rotary Club will use 
it when planning dates for 
their annual art show. I 
expect the Staples Motley 
Area Arts Council will post 
their schedule of  concerts.  
I hope other entities, the 
Staples Motley Area Cham-
ber of  Commerce, the Li-
ons Clubs, the Jaycees, the 
health system, the city, the 

local choruses, the school, 
any club, organization or 
business that schedules 
events that the public can 
attend, will use this calen-
dar. 

If  your events are posted 
on the calendar, others can 
see that they don’t schedule 
a confl icting event. I under-
stand that some events have 
different audiences and we 
will always have conflicts. 
But I hope this event cal-
endar can help minimize 
those confl icts.

The calendar will be 
monitored. Event listings 
can be submitted via email 
to Dawn Timbs at dtimbs@
staplesworld.com or they 
can be mailed, faxed or 
dropped off  at the Staples 
World offi ce. Please include 
your contact information.

This website, like the 
printed paper each week,  
is a work in progress. I 
expect we’ll be tweaking, 
adding, changing, refi ning 
features for some time. But 
at least we’ve got a start, a 
foundation to build upon.

We’ve been your com-
munity newspaper since 
1890. Getting accurate and 
useful information to the 
public, to our readers, has 
always been and will con-
tinue to be our fi rst priority. 
We hope this addition will 
allow more people to easily 
access that information in 
a way that’s best for them. 

Your newspaper 
is now online
Community event calendar 
will be new feature

- o -   
Windows on 

the World
Brenda 

Halvorson
- o -   

Letters to the Editor

Overwhelmed with gratitude
I write this letter to at-

tempt to say thank you to 
everyone who helped us 
battle the Crow Wing River 
last week. We appreciated 
every call we got showing 
concern or offering some 
type of  help. Staples is a 
caring community-a vil-
lage, if  you will-and the 
concern shown to us made 
the fl ooding of  our home a 
little easier to deal with.

I need to thank a few in-
dividuals for going above 
and beyond the call of  duty. 
First, a huge thank you 
to Phil Bjerga for show-
ing up Wednesday night, 
only minutes after I called. 
Lack of  preparation on my 
part should not constitute 
an emergency on yours...
yet you arrived with just 
that mind-set, and built me 
what looked to be an im-
penetrable barrier. Thank 
you for risking your equip-
ment to drive out through 
three feet of  water. I also 
appreciated you showing 
up the next day to help us 
“fi ght the battle”, by sling-
ing sand bags, running 
pumps and doing whatever 
was needed.

Another individual who 
I need to thank is my neigh-
bor, Leroy Hamberg. Thank 
you for the use of  your boat, 
pumps and for helping fi ll 
and haul sand bags, even 
while you had your own 
basement to think about. 
From the day I moved in 
over five years ago, you 
have been the consummate 
neighbor-offering help in 
a thousand different ways. 
You are a hero to my chil-
dren and deservedly so.

A huge thank you to 
Brad Anderson and Mark 
Forsberg, who both took a 
day off  of  work to come out 
and help save my house-
without ever being asked. 
To watch all of  our hard 
work erased in 10 minutes 
was hard to accept, but it 
did nothing to diminish 
the effort...and what an ef-
fort. The fact that our sand 
bags got to travel by both 
boat and Jeep before they 

did any good, made the job 
an enormous one. I made 
the mistake of  underesti-
mating the power of  the 
river...I won’t make that 
mistake again. Thanks for 
being there, both of  you. It 
meant a lot.

Thank you to the Sta-
ples Fire Department for 
showing up at the new 
boat landing. The fact that 
you showed up to help-25 
strong-was overwhelming. 
I wished I had reached out 
earlier. Along those same 
lines I owe a big thank you 
to the Cass County Sheriff’s 
department for all the help 
bagging and delivering the 
sand bags. I never got your 
names, but I appreciated 
the effort you gave and the 
boat (with a motor) you 
provided.

Although its tough at 
a time like this, we are fo-
cused on the positive-not 
every kid gets to take a boat 
ride on the way to school. 
The only way we can repay 
all the help is in kind. We 
won’t forget when that op-
portunity presents itself.

Duff Erholtz and Family
Staples, Minn.

We will always remem-
ber March 26, 2009, not 
only because of  the rising 
waters by The Vintage golf  
course, but for the generos-
ity of  the Staples Fire De-
partment and volunteers, 
Mr. Lindgren, Mr. Mattila 
and all the high school stu-
dents, friends, neighbors 
and relatives who came to 
our home to help us. 

You came with your 
shovels and muscles and 
you all were troopers fi lling 
the sand bags and stacking 
them around the house to 
protect us from the rising 
river. There are not enough 
words that can express the 
kindness and thoughtful-
ness you gave that day and 
the phone calls that con-
tinue to check and see if  
we need anything. We will 
never forget what you all 

did and thank you from our 
hearts. 

God bless you all.

Roger and Kim Braith
Staples, Minn.

We would like to thank 
the Staples Fire Depart-
ment, friends, family and 
the community for all your 
support that we have re-
ceived during this fl ood. It 
was truly amazing to see all 
the people that were help-
ing with the sandbagging 
at our place and numerous 
others. We deeply appreci-
ate all of  your help.

James and Margaret Kenyon 
and Family
Staples, Minn.

We would like to thank 
everyone for all of  the help 
that we received for sand-
bagging around our home. 
Wow! What a community 
we live in. It was over-
whelming to see all of  the 
people coming down our 
driveway to pitch in and 
help in whatever way they 
could.

The word for help needed 
must have spread fast. Our 
community is very lucky to 
have so many people that 
will drop everything and go 
to help someone in need.

A very special thanks 
to the Staples Fire Depart-
ment. They went from one 
sandbagging place to the 
next and made it to every-
one that asked. They went 
from Wahoo to Motley and 
from morning to late at 
night.

Thank you very much 
to our friends, family and 
neighbors from both sides 
of  the river. To Gene Mat-
tila and the high school 
students, Warren Mertens 
and his students, Central 
Lakes College students, 
the Wadena County Sher-
iff  and his department, co-
workers and their families, 
fellow Lions, The Vintage 
golf  course for equipment 

use and everyone else we 
missed.

Thank you and God 
bless you.

Scott and Jean Odden
Staples, Minn.

We would like to take 
a moment and thank all 
those who volunteered to 
help sand bag Wahoo Val-
ley last week. From Scott 
Braith and the Staples Fire 
Department who suggested 
it and told us who to call, 
to the students and staff  of  
Staples Motley High School 
and CLC, all the friends 
and neighbors who showed 
up and JL Trucking for get-
ting the sand to us. We were 
rookies at sandbagging so 
thank you to anyone who 
offered advice or expertise.

We are so grateful to be 
a part of  such a caring and 
generous community and 
its times like this that re-
store your faith in human 
kindness.

Thank you again every-
one.

John, Sharon 
and Ryan Long
Owner/Operators       
Wahoo Valley Bar & Grill

We would like to extend 
a heartfelt thank you to our 
neighbors, the Staples Vol-
unteer Fire Department, 
our friends and family, 
Staples Motley High School 
students and teachers, the 
Wadena County Sheriff’s 
Department, and the many 
other volunteers who lent 
a hand (and their backs) 
to sand bag our house last 
Thursday. The way every-
one pulled together in our 
time of  need was amazing 
and we are grateful and 
blessed for the security 
and safety you’ve given to 
us and our home. 

Bob Stracek, Nicole and 
Christian Scheler


